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TNTRODUCTION

1. In rcsolution 26 (XXXIV), paragraph B(a)g of 8§ lMarch 1973, the Commission on
Human Rights requested the Secretary-Ceneral to invite the specialized agencies
concerncd and the United Hations organs in the field of human rights to supply
information on bthosce measures, within their respective areas of competeonce, already
saken or to be taken in the future, which would translate into practical terms the
concepts of General Asscmbly resolulion 32 entitled "Alternative approaches and
vays and means within the United fations s for improsing the effective enjoyment
of human rights and fundamcntal frcedoms!h,

2. In paragraph B(b) of the samc resolution, the Secrctary-General was also requested
to circuvlate the reporb of the Commission on the work done on agenda item 11 at ite
thirty—-fourth session to llember States, specialized agencies, other organs within the
United Nations system and the rclevant non—governmental organizations, and bo invite
their commentls thereon, for submigsion by 31 Getober 1978.

3 In varagraph 5(0) of that resolution, the Secretary-General was requested, ianter
alia, to preparc, i1n time for the mceting of the vorking group referred to in T
paragraph 2 of lhe resolution, which would ueet for a wecek immediately before the
thirty-{ifth session of the Commission, a report which would include the informaiion
supplied under paragraph 5(a) referred to above.

4. Several of the replies received include information vhich relates lo both
subparagraph (a) and subparagraph (b) of paragraph 3 of resolution 26 (XXXIV). For
reasons of convenience, this information ig reproduced in this report.

5 This report thercfore reproduces the information supplied by Governuonts, the
specialized agencics concerned, United Nations organs and the relevant non-governmental
organizations.

6. The Governments of the following Stebes have transmitted comments:
Federal Republic of Germany, Burundi, India, Netherlands, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Norihern Ireland, and Sweden,

T The follouing specialized agencices have trausmitted information or comments:
International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculfure Organization of the
United Nations, World Health Organization and fnternational Telecommunication Union.

8. The following United Nations organs hare transmitted information or comments:
Trusteeshlip Council, United NMations Industrial Developuent Organization and Qffice of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugecs,

9. The following non-governmental orsanizations have fransmitbted comments:
FPriends World Commitlec for Consultation and Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs. '



i INFORIATION COMMUNICATED BY MEMBER STATES
GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF

[Ooriginal: English]
[6 November 1978 ]

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany regards the realization of
human rights as a major task of international politics apnd also aa a particular
concern of the United Nations. The United Nations have already achieved progress
towards the comprehensive promotion and realization of human rights and fundamental -
frecdoms for all, primarily through the adoption of international instruments.
However, there remains a distinct contrast between the now extensive systew of
codifying human rights and the gtill modest and incomplete instruments for their
implementation. The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany hopes that an
increasingly manifest awareness of human rights and their international relevance also
in the United Nations will help to develop and ensure the bhelter use of existing
ingtitutions for the realization of human rights and also fto create vorldwide
institutions capable of securing the effective enjoyment of human rights.

The contributions to the discussion of this question set out in chapter IX of the
report on the thirty-fourth session of lhe Commission scrve, in the vicu of the
Federal Government all in all, as a useful basis for eflorts in this direction,
Without claiming bto deal exhaustively with the proposals made in the aforementioned
report or to arrive at a final judgement thereon, the [ederal Government would like to
comment in more detalil on a number of the suggestions made.

I.

The view expressed by all speakers according to paragraph 165 of the report on the
thirty-fourth session of the Commission on Human Rights that all human rights are equal
in importance, indivisible and interdependent deserves special attention in the view
of the Federal Governwent. The equal importance of both civil and political rights
and of economic, soclal and cultural rights is however not yet reflected in theilr
implementation, as is evidont from the different control systems provided for by the
two human rights covenants of 1966, As far as the reporting systems of the two
covenants are concerned, there is a need not only for co-ordination and simplification
but also for the setting of standards appropriate to the two kinds of human rights
for the preparation, consideration and appraisal of such reports. Realistic reports
congidered by the United Nations on state of economic and social rights could, for

xample, usefully promote and give direction to international co—operation in this
field.

II.

As far as procedurcs for examining viclations of huwan rights arce concerned,
public and confidential procedures (paragraph 155 of the report) should continue to
exist., The Federal Government fully supports the proposals made iun paragraphs 172
and 179 for the improvement of these procedures.

Consideration should also he giren to lhe proposal (paragTaphs 179 and
189 (5b)) to enable the chairman or the bureau of the Commission to act between
sessions of the Commission when unusual and urgent situations call for prompt action
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against mass violations of human rights. It is in principle in keeping with the views
of the Federal Government to devote an essential part of the Commission's sessions to

exanining the implementation of human rights and situations involving gross violations
of numan rights (paragraph 172).

A reorganization of the Commission (paragraph 174) could be useful if the
elevation of the Commission to the status of a council served to rationalize its work
through the setting-up of a number of subcommissionss subcommissions could perform the
commission's different functions (examination of violations of human rights,
congideration of further international instruments, appraisal of reports from States)
separately, giving more time to each one, and would thus deal more effectively with the
various taslks in the human rights ficld. '

A necessary condition for this is the now already indispensable increase in the
percentage of the United Wations budget allocated to human rights activitiesd
(paragraph 173). '

III o

The Federal Government, in keeping with its long-held views on this question,
gupports the proposal (paragraph 181) to appoint a High Commissioner for Human Rights.
It also regards favourably the various suggestions associlated with this proposal such
as the appointment of field officers and the setting-up of a permanent fact~finding
machinery (paragraphs 184 and 180).

The role of non-govermmental organizations could also under certain circumstances
be enhanced (paragraph 188). They could, for example, without affecting the competences
of the organs of the United Nations, be granted the right to submit written comments on
reports of States or proof of violations of human rights,

Before new international instruments (paragraph 178) are developed to fill
exigting gaps in international law relating fo human rights, the Federal Government
feels that priority should be given to streamlining and co-ordinating the work of
existing organs and improving implementation and control mechanisms.

v,

The improvement and heightening of awareness of the importance and substance of
human rights is a further long—term and worldwide task. The Federal Government
therefore supports the proposal to hold a seminar under the advisory services
programme on the relationship between civil and political rights and economic, social
and cultural rights (paragraph 165). It is, however, above all important that young
People in all types of schools and at all ages should be taught about human rights
and that respect for human vrights should have a special place in their education.

'

The Federal Republic of Germany regards the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights as of the greatest importance for the development and protection of human rights.
It will accordingly vigorously support proposals designed to increase the effectiveness
of the Commission's work. During its new term of membership of the Commission starting
on 1 January 1979 the Federal Republic will display the same debermination as in the
past to work unstintingly for the realization of human rights,
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BURUNDT

[Originals Trench]

(19" June 1978]

Burundi will always and unreservedly associate itself with 21l positive
initiatives aimed at guaranteeing absolute respect for human rights on the basis
of the principles of international co-operation, the sovereignty of States and
non~interference in their internal affairs.

In paragraph 157 of the renort [on the Commission's thirty-fourth session],
reference is made to the establishment of a United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights. On this question it would be desirable to follow the
recommendations made by the General Assembly at its thirty-second session.

Paragraph 165 of the report refers to "appropriate ... sanctions to prevent
violations". This proposal would be acceptable only to the extent that such
sanctions did not constitute interference in a State's internal affairs.
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IUDIA

[Originals Dnglish]

[12 Sentenber 1978]

We have no objcction to revieviagz the term: of relerence of the Cormission
go as bto facilitabte the realization of the vasic concevts contained in
Ceneral Assembly resolution 32/130. Ve #lzo have no objection tec the membership
of the Coumission being increased vhile maintarnine equitavle ~eosrannical
Jigtribubion, Sugrestiions for increacing the budect lox human righls activities
and extension of the Commission's annual sesoion bn six veeks, or vrovision for
the Commisgsion to splil 1ts anwmal session iato tve masts ave also accepladle
to us.

It dis 1n order if

the Buceau of the Commission on Jlumon Richts or its
Chairman is (o be entruste

d with certain functions Letveon session,

Regarding lhe creation of the post ol a High Commissioner for Human Rights
or the creation of nev office such as Under Secretary General [or Thuman Rights ebc.,
e do not subgscribe vo this as in our viev, the Direcbtor ol the Division has
sufficicnt povers to dischar_e this mandatc fully.

n general, e are nol in lavour o he creation of addition: odies o e

In g 1, 1 £t tion id al bod £ th
ommigsion as it will complicate rather bthan simnlif he vorking of the i natios

C t 11 Pl t b1 i nlily t1 king the inbernational
orpanizgations. Ve vould prefer existing arrangements to continuc. Ve fully

endorse the proposal vhercby governuments of leuber States themselves vould be invited

to take action al the national level through bthe setting up or strenglhening of

national institutions in the field of human rishts,

Ve have nc objeclion to any suggestions that vould imovrove the lunclioning
of exigbing organs concerned vibh human rights, We have no objection to the
gtatus of the Commission being elevated to thal of a Council on Human Rights.
Uovever, fthe proposed Council should report through the LCOSOC and not directly
Lo the General Assembly. The idea of establishing a pormanent panel of experts
should nol be subgcribed to as we [eel that cxisting organs are adeguale.

Ve do not feel thal resional orranizabions for human rights should be imposed
ot regions withovt their consent. The initiative Jor such arrangoement at regional
level should come from States themselveg, Regarding homaa vichls Fleld oflicers,
their apoointuent wvould depend unoa the counbries concerned,

Ve ogree vrith the sugecstion thay co—ovdination of hunen richts activibies
should e stepped un end the. coneideratioa should be Jiven fo vays and means of
avoiding any overlapping bheliv=en the activities of the Commicsion and those
related to the implementation of the international covenants on hwean rishts, Ve
fully agree with the suoresbion that innortance should be given to the role of

non~governrental orgenizations and thal the Comapission should stuvdy vrays and means
of enhancing their role in assisbine the Commission.
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JETHERTAIDS

[Originals Dnglish]
[2 Hovember 197¢]

1. By way of introduction, the IMetherlands Govermment should like to make a few
observations of a more general character. Firet, it wishes to reiterate the view
(aluo reflected in para. 164 of the revnort under oowsidorﬁtion) that the promotion
and protection of human PL@ht“ is a legitimate concern of the internationel
community. It holds the opinion that the prOWOblOu of human rights isg conducive

to improving the international climate and fegtering an atmosphere of détente and
co~operation, The Hetherlands Government subscribes to the concept (referred to

in para. 165) that equal attention should be given to both economic, social and
cultural rights. General Asgembly resclubtion 32/150 rightly pointe at their-
indivigibility and 1nueJlep ndence.,  Thal resolution has, at the same time, clearly

raised the various issues involved in the interrelationship between these rights.
The Netherlands Government ig ready tc face the challenge of new thinking on human
rights, It recognives that the social and economic emancipation of developing

countries and the realization of & nev international economic crder are
‘indispensable elements Lor the eifective promotion of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, in developing countries and elsecvhere. One cannot urge resnect for
political rights, if one is not prevared to work for the realization of economic
and sociael rights. The Hetherlands will, therefore, vursue its active development
co--operation policy. At the same time, the Government will conbinue to advocate
respect for the essential rights of the individual, not only because of their
intrinsic value, but also because, in accordance VLt% article 28 of the

Universal Declaration, political freedom is indispensable for human development in
all other fields.

2. When considering the question of further promotion and encourazement of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, one cannct overlook the body of codified standards
that has come into being since 1948 (cf, para. 161 of the repori). The process of
tandard-setting was not meant to be an wcademic exercise. Instead, the pertinent
conventions and declarations, promulgated under United Nations auspices, should

be made to serve as an effective basis for the promotion and protection of human
rights,

As to human rights conventions, it is parbticularly important that they provide
for procedures aimed at monitoring the observance by State Parties of the

i & o
obligations laid dowm in these instiruments. It ig imperative that such conventiong
be ratified by as many States as possible and that the implementation machineries
set up under these COHVGHtiOP“ he allowed to function on the broadest possible
basgis. Therefore, the let lance Governmant urges acceptance by all States Parbties

2 < i
of the optional clauses relatlng to inter-State complaints and to petitions from
individuals as contained in article 41 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
in the Optional Protocol therelo, end articles 11 and 14 of the Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Marthermore, it urges scrupulous compliance
9 = L A

L

with reporting-requirements, if any, under human rights conventions,

Ag to declarationg in the human »ights field, they must be turned -~ as they
were designed to be - into actual fuidelines and frames of reference for government
policy. lHere, too, the United lations has a monltorJnM function to fulfil. Dy
means of questionnaires it could examine periodically whether the novms and
principles expounded in these declarations are properly heeded by uember States,
The reporting procedure established under LCOS0C pesolution 1074 C (f“ ) of
28 July 1965 in remard to the Universal Declaration provides a firm precedent .
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Specifically, the United Hations could solicit information as to what steps
governments had taken, including legislative and administrative measures, to
convert the respective declarations into actual practice, This would apply also
to declarations that were since followed by conventions, namely in relation to
Hember States not being a party to the latber.

B Conventions and declarations on human rights do not direct themselves to
governments alone. All people must be rendered conscious of the rights and duties
contained in the various humen rights instruments, in order to be able to assert -and
regpect them., . To this end, governments and non-governmental institutions and
organizations have a vital vole to play in providing inflormation and education on
human rights standards and procedures, Special care shouvld be taken that all
levels of society are reached, in particular the underprivileged. Consequently,
utilization of channels dirvectly in touch with the peo will greetly enhance the
effectiveness of the process of information and education. he inportant role of
youth in the realizabtion of human rights wag aptly pointed cut before the )
Commisgion (para. 167). Guidance at the primary and secondary levels of educatlion-
is therefore of particular significance, besides teaching of human rights at the
academic level,

The United Nations system as a whole has a responsibility with regard to the
process of information and education concerning human rights. The United Hations
should continuously provide stimuli helping along this process on the national
levels.  lMeanwhile, it should continue and expand its own information and education
activities on a regular basis, The advisory services programme in the field of
human rights must be arranged (as was requested by ECOSOC in resolution 1978/14) as
a part of the budget of the human rights programme of the United Hations. funds
allocated to it should at least cover the costs of tvo seminars, one training
course and 25 fellowships per year. In regard of the role of the United Nations
system, reference is also made here to the Commission's resolution 3 (XXXIII),
in which it solicited the co~operation of UNESCO, and to the useful report issued
by UNESCC on the seminar it held in Vienna, September last, on the teaching of
human rights. Finally, the Netherlands CGovernment would like to point in this
connexion to the seminar organized by the United Hations in Geneva, in
September 1978, on national and local institutions for the promotion and protection
of human rights. The guidelines formulated at this seminar are a valuable
contribution and ought to be favourably considered by regular United Nationg bodies.

4o Ag to the tasks of the Commission on Human Rights (referred to in para. 172), -
the Netherlands Government holds the opinion that the Commission should devote

an essential part of its sessions to the implementation of human rights, including
situations involving gross violations, but that, at the same time, it should
maintain its central role in the field of standard-setting. Studies and preliminary
work could be delegated to a subsidiary organ lilte the Sub-Commission, but the
Commission itself should not avoid going into the substance of the preparation of
nevw human rights standaxrds, On the other hand, if the Commission is to remain the
meaningful human rights body it wag designed to be, it should refrain from treating
in substance matters that have been apportioned primarily to other United Nations
organs or bodies within the United Hations system, such as development, health

care, nrotection of the environment, disarmament or intermational peace and security.
Naturally, it should remain seized of their implications for the enjoyment of

human rights., .

5. Ever since the proclamation of the Universel Declaration a process of
diversification has taken nlace, in the sense that various portions of the
Declaration have been dealt with more comprehensively in sevarate instruments
bringing different aspects and ramifications into light. Although the Hetherlands
Government recognizes that a major part of international standard-setting has
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already been accomplished, it fully supvorts the view (reflected in para. 178) that
remaining gaps in international lav relabing To human rights should be filled by
additional standards adopted through international treaties, codes, model rules,
bodies of principles and other similar instruments. On the other hand, for the
reasons set out under 4 above, the lletherlands Government does not consider the
right of peopnles to live in conditions of international peace and security an
appropriate topic for the setting of neu standards. As to the second topic
mentioned in para. 175, it is submitted that the International Labour Organisation
ig primarily competent to deal with the rights and freedoms of professional and
labour organizations. The Hetherlands Governmment appreciates the work now in
progress in the Commission on geveral fopics. It thinks that the Commission should
give special attention to an early completion of fthe draft declaration against
religious intolerance and tc the question of conscientious objection to military
service.

6. Hext to ite legislative role, the Commission must oroceed to exvand and improve
its monitoring function with regard to implementation of human rights, capitalizing
on its resolution 8 (XAITI) and BCOSOC resolutions 1235 (XLIT) and 150% (XLVIII).
The procedures established under the latter, vhich only recently have begun to bear
fruit, deserve to be streamlined in order to gpeed up the process of dealing with
communications and making it more responsive to emergency situations. One way

of achieving that aim would be taking up the suggestions made in para. 179 of the
report, according to which the Chairman or the Dureau of the Commission should be
able to act betveen sessions, particularly in response to reports of gross violations
of human rights. In addition, the recent reguest by the Sub-Commigsion for

tuo meetings a year with a limited number of agenda items also deserves positive
consideration in this context.

7. lainly due to the entry into force of various human rights conventions, the
work~load of the Humen Hights Divigion has multiplied, without a concomitant increase
in man-power and facilities, Hence, at any vate the financial wmeans allocated to
the human rights programme must be rvevieuved accordingly. But apart from reinforcing
the human rights substructure and enhancing the quality of existing human rights
machineries, new institubtional measures can be devised which are conducive to the
promotion and encouracement of human rights and fundamental freedous.

The Netherlands Government has lony advocated a United Hations High Commissioner

for Human Rights end will continue to do so, bpaxrt from the competence,
objectivity and personal integrity that ig to be expeched from such an official,
particular care should be taken That he be avarded a large measure ol independence.
Murthermore, the Netherlandc Govermment can see no grounds fox the conbtention
(reported in para. 181) that ¢ post vould be contrery to the

the creation of thats
Charter and detrinentval to international co-operabion among Stabes.

Baqually veluavle is the suggestion in vara. 184 concerning the apnointment
of human rights field officers. Such officers might assist the Humen Rights

Division in general and United Hations fact~finding missions in particular. They
might be posted at the seats of regional economic commissions of the United Mations.

The reporte of the Commission's Ad Hoc Worliing Group on Chile demongtrate once
again the usefulness of fact-finding activities. They are an important means
toward securing compliance with human rights stendards and more recourse should be
sought to it. In para. 130 it is suggested that a permanent panel of experts be
established from which one or more members could be drawm and entrusted with the

ascerbtaimment of facts, Although the idea certainly deserves seriocus consideration,
it must not be overlocked that, if such experts are to be government nominees,

o~

their selection for particular missions vould, by implicaticn, be a wolitical
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decigion. Therefore, if the seleclion were to be made by the Secretary-General,
hig discretion might be reduced rather than expanded, in particular if he wvere
precluded from appointing persons not members of bthe panel.

Finally, there ig the possibility ol rerional machinery for the protection of
human rights (cf. para., 183). As a gonerol rvle, governments encountering charges
levelled against theuw for violation of human rights may more readily be prepared
to face such charges bpefore members of the same region than vis-i-vis a vorldbody as
the United Wations, “he rerional human rights systeus within the Iramework of
the Council of [urcpe and of the Organization ol Aerican States provide Tine
examples of how such systens may be sel up in ovder to operate effectively.
Hovever, regional machinery should be only encouraged il it will substantially
contribute to a better promotion and vwrobection ol human rishbe, If regional
orpansg trould be set up vithout real and effective povers and such organg wvould at
the same lime claim precedence over bthe United Nations in dealing wibth violations
ocourring vithin bheir region, honouring such claims might lead to covering up
sitvations that othervise would not have escaped scrutiny by United Nations bodies.,
lHoreover, care should be taken to avoid that resional organs apply standards and
develop bodies of jurisprudence {undamentally different {rom those created in the
context of the United Nations, since this wvould be a considerable sget-back to
a uniform application of humen rights standards.
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UNITED LINGDCII Of GREAT BRITAII AND NORTHERN IRELAND

[Original: Inglish]
[3 Novemher 1978 ]

The Undited Kingdom Government reaffirm the importance they attach to
establishing alternative vays and means within the United Nations system for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Although much has been achieved in the 30 years since the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was adopted, there is gtill a gap between aspiration
and performance., 1hile there has been a considerable advance in the formulation
of new international Conventions and other ianstruments thoere has been less progress
in securing their implementation.

The United Kingdom Govermment have welcomed the progress made in the past
30 years in draving uvp ilaternational instrunents to safeguard human rights.
The United Kingdom believe that the next significant advance in thig field will
come with the conclusion, signature and ratilication of bthe proposed conventions
relating to the Elimination of Discrimination against Uomen and cspecially that
against Torture.

But the United Kingdow consgiders that it is also important to ensure
implementation of existing norms. It attaches gpecial importance to the procedure
within ECOS0C resolution 1503 for this purpose. The International Covenants on
Economic, Social and Cultural and on Civil and Political Rights contain the most
considered and comprehensive human rights provisions which are strengthened by
procedures Tor the examination of the way Stotes parties fulfil their obligations.
The Human Rights Committec is establishing a valuable, critical and detailed
dialogue with representatives of States vhose reports under the Civil and Political
Covenant it has scrutinized. The United Kingdom Govermment hopes that the
seggional working group of BCOSOC will soon be set up to look into the way in which
States parties implement the Dconomic, Social and Cultural Covenant.

The United Kingdom Government have noted in rccent years an increased vigour
and determination in the Commigsion on Human Rights to tackle human rights abuses
throughout the world. Though this progress depends partly on the political will
of its members it could be enhanced by improvements in the Commission's methods of
vork. There would be advantage in the Commission's meeting twice a year,to give
more continuity to ity consideration of human rights problems and to enable it to
react more quickly to events which occur after its annual meeting., The latter
purpose might also be achieved Ly providing for ad hoc emergency sessions to be
called at the discretion of the Chairman and the bureau. The United Kingdom
Government's Note of 19 llay 1978 suggesied ways of sirengthening the Commission's
communications procedure, a vital part of ite machinery, The United Kingdom
Government consider that the Commission's present mandatc is sufficiently
comprehensive; vhal is neccssary is the will to operate it fully and effectively.
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The United Kingdom Govermment value hishly the work of the Sub-Commission
o Prevention of Digcrimination and Protection of Iinorities and consider it
m_ght also usefully meet twice a year., They also support proposals that have
recently been ma e for secret voting in he Sub~Commission

The United Kingdom Govermment have long beca convinced that the most
important institutional improvement in the [ield of international protection of
human rights would be the establishment of the pogt of High Commissioner for
Huran Rights. Such an individual who would embody the good offices ol the
Secretary-General, would view matters in a wider perspective than any other
person or organization can do at present. Ile could co-ordinate many strands
of activity which are carried out by diverse grouvs and bodics. UBeing
congtantly on call, he could act more flexibly and speedily bthan any of them in
s 1 omergency. His activities, so long as they were based firmly on
Uiited Nations praciices and principles, vould not constitute an intrusion into
the sovereignty of member states.

“n view of the increased and welcome importance attached to human rights
matters in the international community, the United Kingdom Govermment consider
that the staff of the Secyetariat in this area should be strengthened.

The United Kingdom Govermment have followed with intcerest debate on the
esirability of regional and national institutions for the protection of hwaan
rights. UThe United Kingdom believes vegional bodies can make a special
ocontribution. Ilany Govermments are nore willing to allow investigation of
hwman rights issues by immediate neighbours and more ready to implement their
scommendations. Regional bodies can take more account of local social and
Sltural traditions.  The human rights machinery already established in
Uestern Durope and Latin America demonstrate the effective role such bodies can
~1lay among the countries of their rogion,

The United Hingdom Govermment hope that the Voxking Group of the Commission
ot Human Rights. which will convene in I bruary 1979 to ex-mine alternative
approaches and 1avs and reara vithin the United Nations system for improving
e promotion and protection of human rights, will present positive proposals
on these lines to the thirty-fifth Commission.
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[Original: DInglish]
[10 Movember 1978]

A gtarting-point, when dealing vith this ifem ["Further promotion and
encouragement of human rights and fundanental freedomg, including the question
of the programme and methods of work of the Commission"], is General Assembly
resolution 32/130 wviaich, inter alia, concerns the relations between civil and
political rights, on the onc hand, and economic, social and cultural rights,
on the other. These tvo groups are clearly interdependent. DIqual attention
chould be given to both groups of rights, and neither of them should, as a
group, be given priority beforec the cthcr. Uthis docs not exclude, hovever,
that certain individual rights, such as the right to life or the right to
personal freedom, are of particular importance, since their enjoyment is a
precondition for the enjoyment of all or many of the other human rights.

The problems of co-~ordinatvion recuire varticular attention., In view of
the interdependence of the two groups ol rights and having regard also %o the
fact that work aimed at their more cffective protection is undertaken by a
large number of international organizations, it is essential to co-ordinate the
different efforts that are being made.

It should also be observed that the two categories of human rights, while
being interrelated, differ from one another as to their general legal character.
The economic, social and cultural rights consist, to a large extent, in
objectives and aims to be pursued by States in their cconomic, social and
cultural policy (cf. article 2 para. 1 of the International Covenant on Liconomic,
Social and Cultural Rights: "undertakes to take steps ..., to the maximum of
its available resources, uvith a view to achieving progrcssively the full
realization of the rights ..."). 'Me civil and political rights, on the other
hand, reflect concrete commitmente by States to guarantece to each individual
certain minimum rights (ac stipulated in article 2 vara. 1 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The provisions on these rights therefore
contain more procise noms and the system for their implementation is a crucial
element in making the noims elfective,

In the opinion of the Swedish Govermment, *the Comaission on Human Rights
plays, and should continue lo play, an important part in strengthening the
protection of both categories of rights. Il is essential, therelfore, that the
Commission should be given sufficient time and opportunity to carry out itse
task as efficiently as possible.

The Commission should act along two dilferent lines. It should vork out
nev rules and norms for the further protection of human rights, and it should also
Pay attention to concrcte human rights situations vhich give rise 4o concern.
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The Swedigh Government has noted with satisfaction that, in the latter respect,
the Commission has managed during the last years to increase and strengthen its
performance. Some human rights situations have been dealt with under separate
items of the agenda of the Commission. .. considerable number of situations have
algo been examined on the basis of the procedure established by BCOSCC
resolution 1503. ' -

The capacity of the Commission to deal with concrete situations should be
further increased. Since such situations often present an urgent character and
the Commission is only in session for a few weeks per year, a procedure should be
found which would make it possible to take action also between the sessions of
the Commission. It would, for instance, be possible to give the Bureau of the
Commission competence to act on behall of the Commiseion in urgent situations
vhich arise between the sessiong., Similarly, it is desivable that the
Secretary-General of the United Nations should, in appropriate cases, use his
good offices in oxder to bring about lmprovements of specific situations involving
violations of human rights., The Swedish Government has noted with satisfaction
the assurance of the Secretary-General that he will continue hig efforts in this
regard whenever and wherever they best serve the welfare of the individuals
concerned (Report fto the General Ascembly, doc. A/BS/I). It may be added that
if a United Hationg High Commigsioner of Human Rights is appointed in the future -
an idea which the Swedigh Govermment supports - it may be possible to entrust
similar functions to him.

The Commisgsion on Human Rights has for a long time had a very full agenda
and it has been difficult for the Commission to deal efficiently with all items
entrusted to it, Thie situation calls for certain reforms as vegards the methods
of work of the Commissicn and the length of its sessions.

It is obvious that the Commigsion can move efficiently perform its worlk
regarding a number of items if it receives concrete texts as the basis of its
work. In fact, the Commission has frequently set up working groups fc deal with
various subjects and this appears to be a valuable systenm. The working groups,
however, have usually only worked during the scssions of the Commission and they
have often had insufficient time at their disposal. It should be posgible,
therefore, for working groups to be convened also between sessions, where this
ig necessary for their work. As an alternative to the system of working groups,
it might be possible in some cases to appoint one of the members of the
Commigsion as rapporteur with the task of prcsenting concrete proposals on a
special subject. In other cases of a less urgent nature, where a thorough report
is required, it might be preferable to refer the matter to the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Ilinorities, which could be
asked to collect and present the necessary material to the Commission.
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It is also desirable that the Commission itself should have more time at its
disposal. In this respect, it might be considered to allow the Commission, when
necesgsary, to hold a second annuael session in order to deal with those items which,
for lack of time, have not been dealt witl during the first session,

The suggestions which have been made in the preceding observations involve
a certain increase of the responsibilities of the United Uations in the field
of human rights. loreover, the human rights activities of the United Hations
have recently been extended through the setbting up of new bodies such as the
Human Bights Committee., It will therefore also be necessary to ensure that the
Divisgion of Human Rights is given sufficient staff and budgetary means to cope with
the increased worliload. ’ '
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II., INFORMATION COMMUWICATED BY SPOCIALIZED AGSUCIES CONCERMED
TUTERIATIONAL LABOUR ORGAVISATION

[Orizinal: Inglish]

[31 October 1972 ]

When this question [means vithin the United Fations system for improving the
enjoyrent of human rights] was urder consideration pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 3221 (XXIX), the Internmational Lebour Office submitted its comments oy
letter of 13 November 1875. £ sumnery of these comments, vhich referred more
particularly to the main features of ILO procedurcs for supcrvising the implementation
of international labour standerds and to the nced for co~ordination of stondard-setting
activitics within the Unitcd Nations system so as to avoid duplication of effort and
conflicting interpretations, oppeared in the report which the Secretary-General
pregented to the General Assembly at its 32nd session (A/§2/178). They retain their
validity. I should however like to provide certain further indicetions on the manner
in vhich IO activitics take account of idersg expressed in General Asscubly
resolution 32/130.

The Genernl Agsembly ewvhasized that huwman rights are indivisible and
interdependent and that equal cttention must therefore be given to the implementation
of civil anc political rights and cconomic, social and culturel rights. By reason of
its competence, the International Labour Organisation nas been concerned more
particularly with activities directed to the reslizotion of economic and social
rights., However, it has also token action on various questions related to civil
liberties, such as the elimination cf discrimination, frcedom of agsociction and +the
ebolition of forced labour. Moreover, ILO bodics have repeatedly stressed the
importence ol the enjoyment of civil libertics in general for the cffective
epplicetion of ILO standaxds such as those mentioned above. Reference mey be made,
by way of illustration, ‘o the resclution adopted by the Conference in 1970 concerning
trade union rishts and their relaticn to civil litertics. This linlt has also been
stressed by veriou commissions of imguiry —hich have examinc?t couplaints of
violation of Conventions in the field of freedom of scssociation and discrimination
in cuployment.

The General fAssembly stressed tne importence of stondsrd-setting within the
United Notions system in the field of human rights and of the wcceptance and
implewentation of the relevent internationsl instruments. Alwost all ILO Conventions
and Recommendations are related to the realization of rights enunciated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Internotional Covenants on Human Rights.
Among instruments adopted in recent years, reference uwey be made to two important
sets of instruments relating to frecedom of associslion, namely, the Rural Vorkers'
Crranizations Convention (Io. 141) and Recommendation (lo. 1.9), 1975, end the
Labour felations (Public Service) Convention (Ilo. 151) ard Decommendation (No. 159),
1978, to neuv standards for solepguarding the rights and welfarc of migrants, namely,
the Iigrant Workers (Supplemertery Provisions) Convention (lo, 143) and the ldgrant
Vorkers Recommendation (o, 151), 1975, and to a series of instruments dirccted to
the maintenznce of safe working conditions. .8 a basis for o more systemoatic
epproach to standard-setting, the ILO Governing Body is currenlly engaged in a
compeencusive review of TL0 standards, witl the aim of identifying instruments the
ratification and apglication of which should be promoted on a priority basis,
instrugents in need of revision, nnd subjects on which nev standards wmight be
adopted.
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IL0 Conventions continue to receive a congiderable number of ratifications.
The number of retifications registered in 1977 was 1485 <the total to dote in 1978
is 198. Most of thesc ratifications have come {rom doveloping countries. The total
number of ratificetions of ILO Conventions stands at over /,600,

e question of co-oxdination of standard-setting activities within the
United MNotions system has acquired additional importance with the entry into force
in 1976 of the International Covenants on Human Rights and the coming into operation
of the supervisory procedures provided for in them., Becausce of the close relation
between IO standards ond o number of rights enunciated in the Covenant on FEconomic,
Social ond Cultural Rights, the ILO Governing Body, in response to o request from
the Dconomic and Soclal Council made in sccordance with Arbicle 13 of this Covenant,
decided to entrust the Committec of Bxperts on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations ~ & body of independent exverts resnongible for assessing compliance
vith obligations under ILO Conventions - with the tesik of cxemining reports from
States Porties and other aveilable inforuation on the implementation of provisions
of the Covenant falling within the sceope of the 1L0's activities and reporting to
the Deconomic and Social Council on the progress made in achieving observance of these
provisions. The first veport by the Committee of Lxperis under ithese arrangements
was presented to the Leconomic and Social Council at its first regular session in 1978.
The TILO has also offered ito assistance to the Iumen Rights Committee established
under the Covenant on Civil end Political Rights by the provision of information on
tuo matlers declt with in the Covenant vwhich £all within the scope of the ILO's
activitics (the prohibition of forced lebour and the right to form and join trade
unions)., The Human Rights Committee bas not so far availed itsel{ of this
pogsibility. It has invited the speclalized agencies bo attend its public meetings,
with the possibility, with the Committee's permission, of addressing il on any
matter on which it might require informaticn.

The continuing concern of the TLO with humen rights problems is reflected in
two regolutions adopted by the International Labour Conference in 1977, relating
respectively to the promotion, orotection and strengthening of frcedom of association,
trade union and other huwan rights and to the strengthening of tripartism in ILO
supervisory procedures cof international standards and technical co-operation
programies,

Vithin the framework of its regular prograime, the 110 is pursuing action to
combat gpartheid and discrimination in ereas within its competence. Summeries of
10 recent action ir this {icld were provided to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Digerimination and Protection of llinorities at itsg last session (E/UN.4/Sub.2/402)
end also to the World Conference to Combat Rocism and Llacial Discrimination
(r/CON.92/25).
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FOOD AID AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

(Original: English]
[2 October 1978]

The entire programme of the Organization is a contribution to the advancement
of certain fundamental human rights and in particular of the right to food. By
increasing food production, improving nutritionsl standards, and helping the rural

poor, FAO is contributing to a fuller enjoyment of economic and social rights for
the world's most deprived people.
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

(Criginals English]
[31 October 1978 ]

As defined by its Conatitution, the objective of the World Health Organization
is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health, the
enjoyment of which 1s stated to be one of the fundemental rights of every human
peing. = The Organization's activities asre determined by this postulate and as such
aim at improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and freedoms. Those
activities have to be seen in the context of the promotion of the full dignity of
the human person and the development and well-beingy of the society.

The awvareness of social Justice and the rights of the individual motivates the
Organization's constant search for new ways and means to achieve the greatest health
benefit for the greatest number of people at the lowest cost. The programmes
outlined below highlight some of the wost far-reaching efforts of VHO towards
acitieving this objective,

In 1977 the Thirtieth World Health Agsembly indicated the Organization's new
direction when it decided that the principal social terget of liember States and WHO
in health should be the attainment by all citizens of the world by the year 2000 of
a level of health that will permit them to lead socially and econcomically productive
lives. Emphasis is thus given to those priority programmes that are most likely to
lead to the atteinment of this target.

Among these progremmes, primary health care is the key to achieving an acceptable
level of heelth throughout the world in the foreseesble future as part of social
development and in the spirit of social justice, This new approach to health and
health care was prompted by the recognition that the health status of hundreds of
millions of people in the world today is unacceptable, particularly in developing
countries. Iore than half the population of the world do not have the benefit of
proper health care. Primary hesalth care vepresents a framevork or approach for
delivering a range of vital health progremmes so thet benefits could reach the widest
possible number of people. It includes at least the followinz elements: promotion of
proper nmutrition and an adequate supply of safe water; bvasic sanitation; maternal
end child care, including family planning; immunization against the wmajor infectious
digeases; prevention and control of locally endemic diseases; education concerning
prevalling health problems and the wethods of preventing and controlling them; and
appropriate ftreatment for common diseases and injuries.

Primary health care goes a long way towards esteblishing a wore equitable and
adequate distribution of health resources, particulaerly for the benefit of the least
served; the social perivhery. Tt also emphasizes the right and duty of all persons
to participate individually and collectively in the planning and implementation of
their health care.

Lerge segments of the world's population do not have zccess to the most
necesgery drugs and vaccines that are indispensadle to ensure effective health care.
Phermaceutical expenditure iz far too high to Le compatible with other health care
needs in wost developing countries. The Thirty-first World Health Assembly,
recognizing that an innovative approsch and urgent internetional action was required
if the goal of health for zll was to be attained, lsunched in 1978 an action programme
on essential drugs alwmed at strengthening the nationsl capabilities of developing
countries in the field of selection and »roper use of essential drugs to meet their
real needs. It was realized that the extension of basic health care to the greatest
number of people cannot be successful without an adeguate supply of the most essential
drugs.
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The short-term objective of this action programme is to facilifate access to
indispensable drugs by developing countries, whereas the long-term objective is the
egtablishment or improvewent of facilities for the local production of essential drugs.

The search for alternative action necessary for reducing the extent and severity
of walnutrition and undernutrition in the world has resulted in a veorientation of
WHO's nutrition programme. Priority is being given to the introduction of nutritional
objectives in national development plans, and the development and implementation of
miltisectoral food and nutrition policies and programmwes, as well as to integration
of nutritional activities within health sector resvonsibilities, especially at the
coumunity level. :

A food and nutrition policy has to deal with the iuplications for nutrition of
povernmental actions affecting the ability of the population, particularly the less
privileged, to obtain the food they need. To make health servicesg more effective
in nutrition, new approaches, based on community participatbtion, such as the primary
health care approach, and more efficient use of local resources are required.

The various components of the Organization's nutrition programme aim at:

(a) testing at the community level how locally available foodg can best meet
the nutritional needs of vulnerable groups;

(b) identifying, developing and evaluating different types of appropriate
methods for Tood preparation in the home or community, and educational
techmnigues that can be utilized for local cowmunity cction and in health
care systems for improving dietary practices.

Another WHO programme which is closely concermed with the achievement of the
highest possible level of health is the improvement of environmental health which
must be seen as part of a total health and development effort, The Twenty-ninth
World Health Assembly has defined a number of principles for orientation of the
Organization's future programme in this field. Awmong the main shifts of emphasis in
objectives and approaches, the following are noteworthy:

(2) <the programme will aim at the lergest possible population coversge by
basic senitery measures as o key to improving health; and

(b) +the programme will be based on analysis of the social, cultural and
behavicoural aspects involved, particular attention being given to
community participation, the utilization of local resources and the
developwent of self-reliance.

In the area of community water supply and sanitetion which are integral parts of
primary health care, the emphasis is on meeting the bhasic human needs for water and
sanitation and on providing these services to the wost undersexrved populations,
particularly those scattered in rural areas and crowded in urban slums and fringe areas.

The unprecedented growth rate of population, the surge of rural populations into
urban areas, and the continued lack of tangible improvements in rural arcas,
particularly in developing countries, which are exacerbating the health and
environmental problems of human settlements, have led the Organization to give a new
emphasis to the health aspects of housing and huwmen settlements,

The above-mentioned programmes are exemples of how WHO translates the concepts of
General Assembly resolution.BZ/l}O into practical terms. They represent some of the
essential health prowoting elewents which should contrivute to the attainment of the

health for all.
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INTERNATIONAL TEIECOMMUNICATION UNION

[Original: English]

[31 May 1978]

The thirty-third session of the Administrative Council of the ITU hes taken
note of General Assembly resolution 32/130.

The activities of the ITU in this area continue to be controlled by the
provigi

iong of the International Telecommunication Convention.
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ITIT, ZINFORVATION. COLLIUNICATED BY‘UNITLD NATTIONS ORGAUS I THE PILID OF
HULAL RIGHTS AMD OTHER ORGANS WITHINW THE ULTTED NATIOHNS SYSTEM

TRUSTEESHIT COUNCIL
[Original: English]

[19 October 1973]

The text of resolution 26 ('V“IV) together with its attachwents., has already
been brought to the attention of the President of the Trusteeship Council.

The Trusteeship Council at its forty-third session in 1976 considered the
question of co-cperation between itself and the sgubsidicry orgens of the
General Asseuwbly., The recoxd containing the discussions leading to its decision on
the sunject appears in the anmual report of the Trusteesnip Coun011 for that year.
The text of the pertinent paragrephs (5/12214, 39~50, 6:-76) is herewith enclosed
for your reference,

Purther, the Trusteeship Council at its forty-fifth scssion had the following
tvo itewms on its agenda: "Co-operation with the Committee on the Elimination of
Racigl Discrimination", and "Decade for iAction to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination”., Tollowing the congideration of these itemg, the Council at its
LA79th neeting on 30 Iay 1973, decided, without ooqoctlon, 1o take note of the
statements which had been made at that meeting. Inclosed herewith are the record
of the meeting which contains the discussions and decisions on the subject, l/

1/ (T/PV.1479) of 30 May 1978.
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UITOD TATTONS T:DUSTRIAL DOVLDLOPLLIT ORGAITLZATION

[Original: English]|

[15 Sentember 1978 |

UlIIDbO' s worlk focuses on the promotion of industrial development, and as o direct
consequence of this, bthe cnhancement of the social conditions in devcloping countries.
In that sensc, its activities conccrn also the provigions on economic and social
rights and fundcmentel {reedoms as contained in the respoctive International
Covenants on Humrn Rights, even if no specific rclevence .is made bo rarticulox
legal norms.

St

If desirved, hovever, UNIDO might consider a pover (or ¢ joint paper) on the
signilicance of its vork programe in the perspective of huvman rights issues.



L /6N, 4/1313
nage 25

OFF'ICHE OF THZ "WITHD NATIONS
HIGH COMMNISSIONER FOR REFUCEES
[Original: English]
[7 November 1978]

UNHCR action in the field of dissemination of human rights cf refugees

1. Pursuant to Article 8 of the Statute of the Office of the High Commissioner
for Refugees, the High Commissioner has been called upon to "provide for the
protection of refugees falling under the compctence of his Office by (a) Promoting
the conclusion and ratificetlion of international conventions for the protection of
refugees, supervising their applicaticn and proposing amendmerts thereto. Thus

e inte Lo Uity s entrusted the Higl missicner with © ask
th ternational community ha trusted the High Comm cney th the task of
promoting those instruments - be they conventions, treatins, agreements,
etc., — dealing with the protection of refurces, c.g. with their human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

2. In this connexiocn, the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees emerge as the basic international instruments dealing with the
protection of refugees ag well as thelir fundamental rights and freedoms, such as
the right of movement and residence, owning property, gainful employment,
practising religion, entering into associations, social sccurity and educalion,
Article 35 of the Convention calls for the co-operation of Contracting States with
UNHCR "in the exercise of its functions, and shall in particular facililate its
duty of supervising the application of the provisions of this Convention”.
Furthermore, in order to enable UNHCR to make reports to the competent bodies of
the United Nations, the Contracting States undertake to provide them in the
appropriate form with information and statistical dala requested concerning:

(a) the condition of refugecs,
(b) the implementation of this Convention, and

(c) laws, r-gulations and decrees w-ich are, oxr may hcreafter be, in force
relating to refugees.

3 The adequate and effective protection of refugees presupposes not only the
elaboration of imlruments setting out their fundemental rights and freedoms but
also a concerted action aimed at securing the full compliance of the standards
spelt out in the municipal legislation in force. In this context, UNHCR's role of
dissemination of instruments which safeguard the basic human rights of refugees
both at the infternational and national levels is of paramount importance. UNHCR
carries out this very important task by resorting fto different means, such as
information, publications, education and teaching.

4, Vithin the framework of the United States system, UNHCR is likewise called
upon to co~operate with all coupetent United Nationg bodies in lhe {ield of
disgemination of Humen Rights instruments vhich concern, inter alia, refugees.

In this connexion, special reference is made to the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights and to both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Beconomic, Social and Cultural Rights which undoubtedly
are important instruments for the international protection of refugees.
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5. It is worth while to point out thet the human rights pertaining to refugees
are alsc to be found in sowe international instruments which fall within the sphere
of International Humanitarien Law applicable in armed conflicts, namely, the four
1949 Genevae Conventiong for the protection of victims of war and the twe Additional
Protocols drawn up in 1977. It is also the task of UNHCR to disseminate these
humani tarian instruments in so far as they contain specific provisions applicable
to the protection of refugees and dealing with the reunification of disnersed

113 irn armed conflictls.

6. It ghould be emphasized thet UNHCR co-operates very closely with specialized
agencies such as UHESCO, TLO, etec. in the field of promotion and dissemination of
internaticnal instr ument% of concern to refugees. Thus, for exsmple, UNACR has
participated in The elaborotion of nultilateral treaties cation at
conferences organized by WNESCO in different regions of bhO vorld. In i ,
it would be useful to nmention The meeting of the Special Comnittee of Governmental
Ixperts held at Rabat from 9 o 13 Januery which adopted a Draft Convention on The
Recognition of Btudies, Diplomas and D Lreﬁﬂ in Arab States, Mention should also
be made of the Draft Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and
Degrees in Higher Education in African bbntos, as well as of an anslogous
instrument on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education
in the Arsb and Buropean States bordering the Mediterranean already entered into
force., These ingtruments conﬁaiﬁ imperftant provisions on refugees.

1. A salient feature of UNHCR's co-operation with UNESCO is the teaching of
human rights.,” Within the framework of UNESCO's activities in the field of
diggemination cf human rights, UNHCR supported the olaboratlon of a manual on
Human Rights, which contains a special section on refugees, prepared for
gubmigsion to the International Congress on the Teaching of Juman Bights held in
Vienna from 12 to 16 September 1978. HMoreover, UNHCR nrooented to the Congress

a working paper entitled "Teaching and Dissemination of Human Rights Instruments
onn the Protection of Refugees'. In the Final Document, the Congress propoged the
preparation of a gix-year plan for the development of human rights teaching and
education. Amengst the recommendations concerning programnes, teaching materials,
nethods and gtructures, the Final Document contains one of special interest for
WHCR in so far ag 1t specifically provides as a subject to be introduced within
the different programmes on the teaching of human righte "the fundamental rights
of refugees".

8. UNHCR co-operates as well with certain academic institubions working in the
field of human rights and fundamental freedoms such as the International Institute
of Human Rights in Strasbourg and the International Institute of Humani tarian Law
in San Remo, which have organized and incorporated in their programmes speclal
meetings and lectures on the international protection of refugess. The Round Table
on some current problems of Refugee Lear, orgenized by the International Institute
of Humapiterian Law (San Reno, 8-11 May 1978), amongst other recommendations and
conclusions adopted a special recommendation on the dissemination and teaching of”
fundamental human rights of refugeesg

9. At its twentywﬁinth. ession the Bxecutive Coumittee of the High Commissioner's
Programme adopted a conclusion by which "it recogrized the value of efforts to
secure a wider dissemination of the principles of refugee law through closer
relations with educational and scientific imstitutions and more generally with
circles concerned with humanitarian and refugee questions, and recommended that

the High Commissioner purgsue such effortsg!
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Tv. INFORMATTON COMMUNICATED BY RELEVANT NON~GOVERNMENTAL CRGANIZATIONS
FRIENDS WORLD COMMITIEE FOR CONSULTATION

[Original: English]
ﬂm &ﬁ&mrl9ﬁ]

(Paragraph references are to the numbering in Chapter IX
of the Commission’s Report at 1tg thirty-fourth Se551on)

(1) The Bstablishment of the Office of a United Nations Hlyh,Commlss1oner for
Human Rights (paragraph 157)

We keenly support this propogal. Such an appointment could be helpful in
safeguarding and promoting human rights. Much of the work of the High Commissioner
could proceed on a private or confidential level.

(2) The Frequency of Meetings of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
(paragraphs 176 and 171)

We believe the Commission needs to meet wmore frequently in view of the length
and imrortﬁnce of the agenda. At least two sessions a year seem necessary
elthoughs ‘as the report suggests "eytraordlnary sessions devoted to specific
LOQLOQ ‘covld be held when needed" '

(2\ The Status of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights (paragraph 174)

We feel that considerable priority should be given to the status of the
Commission. Perhaps it should be raised to the level of a body like the Economic
and Social Order Council (ECOSOC) and, like the Security Council, could be convened
at shoxt notice to comsider violations of human rights.

(4) Human Rights as a Concern of the International Community (paragraph 164.)

We endorse ti . first sentence of paragraph 164 — "The view was expressed that
Tthe promotion and protection of human rights was a legitimate fundamental concern
of the interrational community',

.In this connexion, we should also like to draw attention to the words of the
United Nations Secretary~General, Dr. Kurt Waldheim, in his opening remarks at the
World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination held in Geneva
14~25 August 1978, He said "There is an inescapable link between respect for
human rights and the maintenance of international peace and security, and no nation.
can Justifiably claim immunity under Article 2 (7) of the Charter from -

international scrutiny and expression of concern about flagrant and systematlc
abuse of the human rights of its citizens'.

(5) Inproving the Procedurés of the United Natlons Comml gion on Human Rightg
(espeCLally paragraphs 179 and 180)

We attach great importance to the recommendations made in paragraphs 179 and 180
for improving the procedure established by Council resolution 1503 %XLVIII) that

wie Chairman or Bureau "should be able to act between sessions of the Commission
particularly in response to reports of gross violations of human rights'.

(6) Role of the Secretary—G@nexgl_<paragraph 182)

We warmly support the view that the role of the Secretary-General in providing
Heomnnd AfFFirmaa i1 +ha FIaTAd AF Jnimand Faod am svaen T avecm T adamanT A Toa s an acdde mon o 3
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COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON TNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

[Original: Bnglish]
[24 Octover 1978]

The Commigsion of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council
of Churches, a non-governmental organization in consultative status with ECOSOC
(category II) is grateful for the invitation to comment on the report of the
Commission on the work done at ite thirty-fourth session on item 11 entitled
"Further promotion and encouragement of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including the question of the programme and methods of work of the Commission”.

As an organization which has attached considerable importance to the work of
the Cormission on Human Rights, and which has attempted over the years to strengthen
both through work with its own intermational constituency and through concrete
contributions to the Commission and its subsidiary organs in a variety of fields,
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs welcomes the serious
congideration being given to this item. '

The CCIA/WCC considers that General Assembly‘resolution«BQ/lBO establishes a
useful framework for the present review. We would emphasize the need to give
"equal attention and urgent consideration ... tc the implementation, promotion and
protection of both civil and political, and eeconomic; social and cultural rights®
(para.l (a); the need to examine human rights questions "taking into account both
the over-all context of the various societies in which they present themselves as
well as the need for the promotion of the full dignity of the human person and the
development and well-being of the society'(para.l (d); the interrelationship which
exists between the realization of the new international economic order and the
effective promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms (para.l (f); the
importance of further standard setting in this field and the imperative need for
all States to accede to or ratify existing international instruments (para.l (g);
and the need to take into account the positive experiences and contributions of
many countries in this field (para.l (h)." '

The CCIA/WCC further welcomes the growing awareness of human rights in the
contemporary world, and is convinced that the work of the Commission on Human Rights
hag contributed significantly to the promotion of the "Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as a coumon standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations'.
It is, however, appropriate, in the light of the interrelatedness of the various
critical world problems underscored. by the Sixth Special Session of the
General Assembly, of the growing complexity and urgency of human rights gquestions,
and of the attention being given to human rights in various parts of the
United Nations, that attention be given to ways in which the role of the
United Nations in the promotion and defence of human rights can be strengthened
and rationaligzed. : '

The CCIA/WCC considers that the report of the discussion on this item during
the thirty-fourth session of the Commission containe many innovative and useful
ideas, and is a useful basis for the further consideration of this item. The
CCIA/WCC would draw attention, in particular, to the following:

1. The need seen in parograph 165 to "analyse the causes of violations of human
rights and (to) take measures ‘o eliminate them" as well as that to "develop
appropriate procedures and sanctions to prevent violations" is imperative. This,
together with the interrelatedness seen in paragraph 166 between individual human
rights and the rights of peoples, could contribute to actions by the Commission
which would have lasting effect rather than offering palliatives.
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2. Teaching of human rights at primary and secondary levels is important.
(loser co~operation, in our view, needs to be established between the Comuission
and UNESCO in the development of appropriate teaching materials. (cf. paraol67)

3, The ideas contained in paragraph 160 are particularly iaportant. WNational
sovereignty and tle inferdependence of navions with its sccompanying
internationalization of problems must be seen together. The replacement of
"exploitation, confrontation and relationships based on force" with "assistance,
understanding and co-operation" is essential to the effective realization of

peace and human rights. TIFurther consideration might well be given, in this
connexion, to the positive language of the Final Act of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Burope where it speaks of the need to develop greater trust,
co-operation and mutual confidence among the signatory States, In its future work,
the Commission would do well to consider other deliberations on the "peaceful
resolution of conflict” in the United Nations system.

4. The various suggestions contained in paragrephsg 179-184 and 189 merit further
consideration. The CCIA/WCC feels that the procedure established under

regolutbion 1503 needs to be strengthened {through an organization of the work of the
Commission which would allow for more detailed and careful examination of
complaints. The monitoring functions suggested in paragraph 179 could well
contribute to the effectiveness and agility of this procedure, While the

good offices of the Secretary-General have been used effectively in the field of
humanitarian problems, consideration might well be given fto the more effective use
of the good offices of the Director of the Division of Human Rights. In this
regard, an expanded function of the Chalrman and Bureau of the Commission in the
period between meetings could be especially useful.

5 The promotion of regional commissions con bhuman risghic needs to be pursued

with more insistence, especially in light of the need expregssed in resolution 32/130
to ftake "into account both the over—all context of the various societies in which
(human rights questions) present themselveg',

6. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of
Churches welcomes the importance attached -n paragraph 188 c? the report '"to the
role of non-govermmental corganizations ..." and to "ways and means of enhancing
their role in assisting the Commission.

We appreclate the opportunity fto participate in this way to the efforts of the
Commission to become a still more effective instrument for the implementation of
human rights in a world in dire need of greater Jjustice.



