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QUESTION OF THE ELDERLY AND THE AGED

Report of the Secretary-General

1. In resolution 3137 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 on the question of the elderly
and the aGed, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General, inter alia,
to submit to the Economic and Social Council in 1977, through the Cormnission for
Social Developluentj a progress report on the action taken in the implementation of
the resolution and to report to the Assembly at its thirty-second session.

2. In response to that request, a progress report of the Secretary-General on the
implication of General Assembly resolntion 3137 (XXVIII) (E/cN.5/531) was submitted
to and discussed by the Commission for Social Development at its twenty-fifth
session and brought to the attention of the Economic and Social Council at its
sixty-second sessioDG

3. The report outlined the current and projected activities of the United Nations
in the field of aging. Among the current activities described was the
establishment of an Information Exchange Gystem on Aging, the objective of which
is to inform better policy-makers, ~lannersj researchers and managers of services
of the concerns of the aginG so that improvements may be made in planning~

delivering and intecratinG services and in developing new and improved programmes
to meet the human and environmental needs of the aging. Other activi ties in this
field include technical assistance, monitoring of the present and prospective
changes in the nur«oer and population of the aging, training through seminars and
study visits of students and government officials on various aspects of caring for
the aGed~ co-operation with non-governmental organizations and research on the
aging in rural areas and the particular situation of older women~ The report
concluded wi th a synopsis of a recent publication entitled The Aging in Slums and
Uncontrolled Settlements. ~I
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4. Hhen the Commission for Social Development considered this i terr:~ many
representatives provided information about the growing nQ~bers of the a8ed in their
countries, and the measures being taken to provide the services and support
considered necessary for them. It was emphasized that the views of the aged
themselves should be heard and that they should be involved in the planning and
provision of services for other aged people and for other members of the com:r.lUni ty
who required special support and assistance.

5. There was general agreement that United Nations activity in this field had
been useful. Some representatives expressed the view that} in the future, work
in this field should be intensified in order to ensure that more information would
be exchanged not only in the developed, "but also in the developing countries, that
ffiore studies focusing on issues of COTIilllOn interest would be undertlli~en9 and that
more technical assistance services would be raade available. other representatives
pointed out that the United Nations activities in this field should not be carried
out to the detriment of other important social issues that are the purvie,," of the
Commission and of the United Nations as a whole.

6. Finally, the COITilllission recommended to the Economic and Social Council the
adoption of a draft resolution on the elderly which was adopted without a vote bv
the" :CcorcoJTIic cll:.cL 2oci.C'1 Council ,~t its sixty-second session. In its resolution
2077 (LXII), the Council apnrovecI the reTort of the Secretary-General (B/Cl", 5/531)
2nd requested him to l?ursue ~ expand and consolio_ate his i10rl( on the st8.tuS of the
elderly, particularly \"ith regard to research and exchanges of information, taking
into account the views expressed during the debates which took place on the question
at the twenty-fifth session of the COll@ission for Social Development.

7. Since the issue of the Secretary-General:s progress report 9 several ad.ditional
activities have taken place in this field. The Information Exchange System has
expanded its resourCes from 115 national and international institutions concerned
with the aginG to 274, covering the major geographic regions. The systemis
European Hetvork of Correspondents on Aging has been established and an aide­
memoire has been sent to the European Governments concerned informing them of this
network and requesting them to supply it with information regarding social Mld
economic policies and prograrrrr1es for the aging in their countries. Tne
International Directory of Organizations Concerned with the Aging has been
pUblished, ~ as well as an additional issue of the Bulletin on Aging.
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