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ANNEX

COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE POSITIONS OF STATES AS PRESENTED TO
THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE AND TO
) - OTHER FORUMS

A. Positions presented in 197k

1. Attitudes and positions of Governments to the .
convening of a world disarmement conference

Afghanistan i

Supported an early convening of the WDC. "Stagnation’ faced in the CCD,
"could be removed by the universalization of disarmament talks in a forum" such es
the WDC, “where negotiations between countries including all the nuclear-weapon
States, could result in the emergence o new ideas and approaches and the fixing
of new priorities in the field of disarmament”. Afghanistan is not satisfied with
"slow progress" in CCD. The WL should "review and assess the whole range of
international efforts and achievements concerning general and complete disarmament".
(A/C.1/PV.1950, A/C.1/PV.1883)

"Not convinced” that the holding of a WDC "mey eventually result in
duplication of efforts already made by the United Natioms. Tt may strengthen and
complement other efforts undertaken in this field". Afghanistan "is flexible as
to the methods and means to be used for solving the questions related to the
convening of the conference and its adequate preparation”. (A/C.1/PV.1883,
A/C.1/PV.1950)

- Two preprequisites for success of WDC are, first, it "should be attended by
all States, including the five nuclear-weepon States, and, secondly, that it should
be well prepered”. (A/C.1/PV.1950)

"Needless to say, the participation of the People's Republic of China and other
countries whose representatives are not present at the disarmsment %alks is
extremely important in such a conference". (A/PV.1961) C

Albania

"We quite understand and fully share the legitinate concern of peace-loving
Members due to enormous dimensions of the erms race f the imperialist Powers, and
we consequently understand their sincere desire to ind a wey out of the
disarmement problem ... The truth is that armamen s are & condition of the
existence of imperialism and social-imperislism, and, consequently, disarmasment will
never be brought about in the world ss long as imperialist and socisl-imperialist
States continue to exist.” (A/PV.2022) :

"In the present circumstances it would be Utopian to hope that this conference
could yield any positive results on disarmament. It is clear that the proposal to
convene such a conference is made simply for demegogic purposes and does not serve
the cause of true disarmement but is a camouflege for the arms race."
(a/c.1/Pv.1952) - S ‘ :

Convening of the WDC "without establishing the necessary prior conditions,
would result only in increesing illusions and promises and adding to the number of
ineffectual resolutionz”. Recalled statement in the general debate, calling on the




"two super-Powers to put an end to their policy of war and aggression: let t.
undertake not to be first to use nuclear weapons; let them undertake to prohlblt
the production and use of those weapons and to destrey them completely in accordance
with the well-known proposals of the Government of the People's Republic of China;
let them underteke effectively to travel the road towards the destruction of
weapons of mass destruction; let them reduce their armed forces to the levels
required by the interests of their nationsl defence; let them withdraw within their
national border all troops and fleets which they meintain sbroad; let them put an
end to their practice of expanding militery bases abroad; let them destroy their
aggressive military blocs and put an end to the arms race under any guise whatever".
(A/C.1/PV.1881)

"The aggressive nature of American imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism
‘remains unchanged, and armaments asre one of the conditions of the existence of their
system. That is vhy the convening of a WDC proposed by the Soviet Union is but a
propagenda manoeuvre which would meke us waste our time in empty speeches and would
delude the world, so that those Powers (the USSR and the United States) would be
able to act against the peoples of the world and against peace." (A/PV.2048, '
A/PV.1881)

Algeria

". .. indeed, any disermsment méasure will remain an illusion =nd will be
adopted in vain until the political problems at the very origin of the serious
tension in various parts of the world are settled ..." (A/C.1/FV.1880)

"The final settlement of local disputes; the cessation of any foreign
intervention in the political, economic and military field; the elimination of
military bases; renunciation of the policy of zones of influence and hegemonies --
all are prior conditions of any true disarmament programme. Without them, our
efforts would inevitably be doomed to certain failure." (A/C.1/PV.18F"

"... it is the aim of the non-aligned countries, in order to enm. 'we the
conditions for true world wide security, to achieve general and complete disarmament
through a world-wide conference -- disarmament which implies not only the
prohibition of nuclear testing and destruction of nuclear stockpiles but also the
dismentling of militery bases and the withdrawal of foreign troops from all the
regions of the world." (A/PV.2208)

"... it is only through the participation of all countries that genuine
disarmament measures can really be carried out. ... talks held exclusively by
Powers having the .highest level of armaments can only lead to the search for'" a
balance of armaments, which "can in no case be confused with disarmament". This
is why the idea of the WDC "has been received with increasing favour" and was
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.

The WDC was "a constant demand of the non-aligned group. Such a conference
should be convened with the participation of all countriesy without exception and
should give them equal access to discussions and decisions and the same kind of
participation in control over their implementetion". All countries "should be
placed on an equal footing and be sble to tackle the problem as s whole in order
to achieve general and complete disarmament®.
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"The true difficulty in convening a WDC lies in the opposition of some
countries. Their objections must certainlv be taken into consideration", some of
which Algeria shared. Yet Algeria "remained convinced" about the useful convenlng
‘of the WDC and that '"the participation of all 1s a sine qua non for the
effectiveness and success of such a conference",

"... it is indispensable to ensure in advance the unanimous consent of all

countries to the idea" of the WDC. (A/C.1/PV.1880)

Argentina

"In principle, we support the prroposal to convene a WDC open to all States_and_
attended by the five nuclear-weapon Powers, convinced as we are that it might /give/
a fresh impetus to ... negotiations for achieving general and complete disarmament
under effective international control.” (CCD/FV.(00)

Argentina "had repeatedly stated that ... it was essential that all nuclear
Powers and all the militarily sigrificant naticns should participate /1n disarmement
negotlatlons/ that was more important than the forum in which the negotlatlons were
held ... Such a conference /WDC/ could be an approprla#e means of bringing together
the five members of the so-called nuclear club in a joint disarmament effort.

... once the participation of those Powers was assured, it wouid be possible for all
States to work together to establish priorities for disarmament, starting with
nuclear disarmament, and set up procedural machinery for co-ordinating the work of
the various negotiating bodies., His delegation had nevertheless laid down two
prerequisites for the convening of such a coaference, namely, that careful and
adequate preparations should be made and that all States, whether they were Members
of the United -Nations or not, should be free to participate." (A/AC.167/SR.2)

Argentina nad "from the very outset supported this initiative [fb hold a WD§7
because we felt it might be helpful to assess all that has been done in the field of
disarmament, redress errors, and establish guidelines for future negotiation on the
basis of the criteria for general acceptance. However ... it was essential to
fulfil certain requirements so as to ensure the success of the conference ... in
particular, the following: careful and adequate preparation in order to determine
sufficiently in advance the conference's programme, its purposes, attributes and
proceduses, as well as the relsationship tc be established beiween it and the other
bodies that deal with disarmament, in particular the negotiating bodies ... in order
that it may fulfil its objectives and not become a mere propaganda forum, it is
essential ... that all the nuclear Powers be on & footing of absolute equality and
all the militarily significant nations must participate ... it must be open to all
States without exclusion.' {A/C.1/PV.1938)

Australia

The "attendance af the five nuclear Powers - as well, of course, as that
other States of major military and political signiticance - would be an ess .iiigk
pre~condition of a successful conference”.

Examination and "sifting of views presumably would take place before . ‘tugl
preparatory work began and hefore any firm decisiocn was taken to convene g
conference'. (A/C.1/PV.1886}
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"We would also certainly support the convening, at the appropriate time and
after full and careful preparation, of a WDC that could bring together all nations,
and particularly all those more powerful nations whose consensus w1ll be 1mperat1Ve"
if "succeeding generations are to be saved from the scourge of war". (A/PV.20k2,
A/c.1/pv.1940)

A WDC "should, of course, offer a reasonable prospect of contributing to rather.

than delaying or detracting from the negotiation, within existing disarmament
machinery such as the CCD, of balanced and verifiable agreements on arms control
and disarmament". (A/88L7, annex I)

WDC "should include the five nuclear Powers and other States of significant
_military and political importance”. (A/8817, annex I)

Austria

Favoured the idea of a world disarmament conference. (A/C.1/PV.1888,
A/8817, annex I)

The Ad Hoc Committee "must be cautious and patient if it was to reach a
solution", because views on conditions for convening differ. While "a majority of
States were agreed that a WDC should be held and only be successful if-'all the
nuclear Powers participated", not all nuclear Powers were in favour of holding a

WDC "at the present time". "WDC could provide a forceful impetus to all disarmamentj
negotiations ... it could stimulate new proposals and ... it would provide a vantage

point from which to review and evaluate all activities in the field of disarmament,"
(A/AC.1/167/8R.4, A/C.1/PV.1949)

WDC "should be comprehensive so as to provide a broad basis for the work" in
the other existing forums seized of disarmament issues. WDC "should avoid
interfering in processes which might have been set in motion in more restricted
forums". (A/PV.1990)

"The WDC, when it becomes politically feasible - and this seems to me the

essenfial precondition for convening it - would be able to draw on the material, the

ideas, the personnel and the achievements of the various bodies and institutions
which so far have dealt with questions of disarmament." (A/C.1/PV.1888)

"All States should participate in a WDC. The importance of the participation
of the big Powers and, indeed, of all militarily important States flows logically
from the basic theme of the conference. Genuine disarmament efforts must be
universal. Consequently, the WDC, too, should be open to non-members of the
United Nations." (A/8817, annex I)

The participation of all the nuclear-weapon States 1n the WDC was
indispensable. (A/C.1/PV.1949)

"... a conference of this kind can be successful only in an atmosphere of
détente, international co-operation and mutual trust. Should it become apparent
that, -at the date envisaged for the conference, these circumstances do not exist,
it might be advisable to postpone its convening." (A/8817, annex I)
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Belgium

Belgium "cannot conceive of such a reeting /WDC/ without the presence of.the
main military Powers. The non-participation of one " of those Powers, nuclear or
non-nuclear, would obviously considerably reduce the usefulness of such
international proceedings. Before deciding to convene such e conference, therefore,
we must be sure, through consultations, that those States will accept the
organizational arranggments proposed and that they will be present". (A/PV.1992)

To be use®ul, the WDC should be carefully prepared and truly representative.
(4/8817, anpex I)

”... followed with sympathy the efforts made by non-aligned countries to seek
ways that would make it possible to start a dislogue between the nuclear Powers".
(a/c.1/Pv.1899)

Bhutan

Supported the convening of the WDC, 'with the participation of ell countries
of the world”. (A/PV.2146, A/PV.2053)

Brazil

WDC "should be seen in conjunction with the need to accommodate the interests
.of the nucleur-weapon States and of the medium and small Powers which are by
definition non-nuclear-weapon States. This was and remains a contention of the
Brazilian delegation. We are persuszded that the conference should be convened only
in a context of general accommcZation of interests and of relaxation of
international tensions. Otherwise ... constructive initiative by the international
community would serve merely as a political platform for one country or another or
for a given group of countries". {(A/C.1/PV.1942)

WDC "could be an effective forum for a joint evaluation of the usefulness of
collateral and non-armaments measures already agreed upon, for speeding up the
sluggish pace of the disarmament negotiations in a new and more productive phase
for the nnternational community, leading to general and complete disarmament under
effective international control. In addition, a world conference could draw up
guidelines for the future work of the CCD. At the same time the possibility ff
achieving concrete results of that conference, in the forms of agreements or
conventions, should not be eliminated a priori". (A/PV.1995)

The WDC "must be spproached in the light of the urgent need to reconcile the
interests of the nuclear and non-nuclear Powers. It must not be allowed to become
a political arena which would serve the interests of only one country or group of
comtries”. (A/AC.16T/SR.5)



One "attractive feature of the proposel ... is that States should participate
in this world conference on an equal footing ... nuclear Powers "should be treated
as such, that is, as States possessing nuclear weapons", and not as permanent
members of the Security Council giving rise to questions as to their rights and
prerogatives vis-d-vis participating States". (A/FV.1995)

"The success of the conference would depend on very careful political and
technical preparation, the participation of all the nuelear Powers and the
establishment of a clear relationship with the General Assembly, so that there
would be no doubt as to its legal and political status." (A/AC.167/SK.5)

"Further negotiations were obviously needed at all levels. Care should be
taken not to disguise the fact that there were obstacles to the convening of the
Conference, and it was essentisl to know exactly what those obstacles were."
(A/AC.167/SR.2)

General Assembly resolutions 2734 (XXV) and 2880 (XXVI) on the Declaration
on the Strengthening of Internstional Security, "list & number of relevant
guidelines for our deliberations on the convenience of convening a WDC, namely:
the close connexion between the strengthening of international security,
disarmsment and the economic development of developing countries; the need,
particularly for the nuclear-weapon States, to make urgent and concerted efforts
for the cessation of the arms race st an early date, the elimination of nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and the conclusion of a treaty on
general and complete disarmament; the need tc ensure that the benefits of the
technology of the peaceful use of nuclear energy are available to all States, as
was recommended also by the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States; and the need
to devote a substantial portion of the savings derived from measures in the field
of disarmament to promoting econcmic and social development, particularly in the
developing countries”. (A/C.1/PV.1878, A/C.1/PV.1898, A/C.1/PV.1882)

Decision to hold WDC under United Nations auspices "would not necessarily
prejudge another important issue, namely that of whether or not such a conference
should be open to the participation of all States". Brazil "believes that
participation of States in this as in_other disarmament forums should be subject to
the exigencies of the negotiation. /It would be/ prepared to consider this matter
again once a clearer picture of the agenda of a proposed meeting is availsble".
(A/PV.1995)

Bulgaria

Welcomed the convening of a WDC "at which all countries, without exception,
could, on an equal basis, state their views on all aspects of this complex problem
and could by their joint efforts plan the most effective measures to limit and halt
the arms race and produce a radical resolution to disarmament questions , "

(A/8817, annex T, CCD/PV.580)




® .. all nuclear States must be represented at the WDC. ... The decisions
of any forum or body of that sort are alwsys recommendations to States possessing
nuclear weapons, and it is upon their wishes that in the final analysis practical
measures towards nuclear disermement will depend." (A/C.1/PV.18Th)

"We are profoundly convinced thet something which would do a great deal to
accelerate the solution of the complex problem of disarmement would be the convening
of a world conference on disarmament with the equal participation of all States,
large and small, nuclear and non-nuclear. Those States which hinder the
implementation of the relevant Genersl Assembly resolutions and the preparations
for such a conference bear & considerable responsibility. That is why we believe
that this session should take decisions to make it possible to proceed immediately
to the practical preparations for a world conference so that it might be convened
at the earliest possible time." (A/PV.2130)

“At its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions the General Assembly adopted
two resolutions of great significance. Resolution 2833 (XXVI) confirmed the idea
of convening a world disafmament conference, and resolution 2930 (XXVII) outlined
the first stage for the practical preparation of such a conference. An analysis
of the extensive discussions which led to the adoption of these two resolutions
and the answers of Governments to the Secretary-General's questionnaire, as well
as an analysis of the resolutions themselves, shows that the Governments of the
overvhelming mejority of States Members of the United Nationms acknowledged the
overriding need to convene as early as possible a world-wide forum in order to
discuss comprehensively and thoroughly all aspects of disarmament. This analysis
also shows that world public cpinion is firmly in favour of giving disarmament
priority and that the convening and successful holding of this conference with the
participation of all States would without doubt stimulate talks on disarmament and
open up broad possibilities for achieving substantial progress towerds effective
disarmament." (A/C.1/PV.1938)

Burundi

Welcomed "the courageous proposal to convene WDC". (A/PV.2061,
A/PV.1965)

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

"One effective means of intensifying negotiations may be WDC."

"Since the problem of disarmement involves the interests of ell States without
exception, all of them, irrespective of their social and political structure or of
their military and economic potential or whether they are large or small, developed
or developing, Members or non-members of the United Nations, must be represented at
the conference on & basis of equality." (A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PV.155%, '
A/C.1/PV.1876, A/PV.1995, A/PV.2059)

"As it attaches particular importance to the question of nuclear disarmement
the Byelorussian SSR has supported and actively continues to support the proposal
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by the Soviet Union for the convening of a conference of the five nuclear Powers
to consider the whole range of matters relating to nuclear disarmament. ... At
the same time, the holding of such a conference and the convening of a WDC are in
no way dependent on each other." (A/8817, annex I)

Canada

"... we would be prepared to support a WDC if there were good reason to
believe that it could make a positive contributioh to the achievement of agreements
on arms limitation". (A/C.1/PV.1875) -

"... the Assembly should give careful thought to three points: first, the
appropriateness of considering the broad impact end implications of disermament
issues in another world forum when they were now before the Genersl Assembly, and
when negotiations on specific ‘disarmament issues were taking place in Geneva;
second, the need ... to associate all the principal military Powers with disarmament
negotiations; end, third, the importance that any WDC should be properly prepared
through prior consultations, if it were to act as a cataiyst to further progress on
disarmament".

"... before such a conference were called by the General Assembly, the Assembly
should have the benefit of an adequate study exploring the preparatory measures that
would be necessary and the considerations which would bear on the success of the
conference; that.there be firm indication that all the political military Powers,
including all the permanent members of the Security Council, would participate in
the conference, and that there be assurance that the calling of such a conference
would not give cause for delay to specific arms control or disermament negotiations
underway elsewhere". (A4/8817, annex I, A/PV.1987)

"While it is difficult to conceive of a large conference providing the venue
for actual negotiations, nevertheless it could, if held at the appropriate time,
and if properly prepared, provide the needed stimulus to advancing such N
negotiations." (CCD/PV.5T1)

"... proposals for disarmament may be endorsed by & hundred or more naticns,
but they would be valueless unless the nuclear Powers supported them. Indeed, such
proposals could be harmful if the consequences were to make more difficult the
enlistment of the support of all nuclear Powers, and it is for this reason that the
Canadian delegation believes that under the circumstances we should reserve our
Judgement on the timing of a WDC or any substitute, until the prospects for
progress become brighter than they are at the moment. In the meantime we should
continue each year to take advantage of the General Assembly to review the situation
with respect to arms corntrol and disarmement and express ourselves forcibly on
desirable measures and on obstacles to progress. Even if our. annual debate in the
General Assembly at times sounds tedious and repetiticus, even if the United
Nations negotiating body - the CCD - appears to be making little headway, we must
keep up the pressure." (A/C.1/PV.1935, A/C.1/PV.1985)
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Chile

Chile "hed always supported the idea of convening a WDC, an idea which hed
originated among the non-aligned countries". (A/AC.16T/SR.5) . .

Chile "resolutely supports the idea of holding a WDC., ... the moment is
propitious for all peoples of the world to participate in a properly prepared and
organized discussion in order to elucidaie problems, make known ideas, submit
proposals, come to agreement on principles and methods and give an impetus that
will speed up the world's progress towards ... general and complete disarmament
under strict international control".

— "seo the indispensable prerequisite for that conference is the presence of
/five nuclear Powers, since theﬂ bear a responsibility and could certainly not
" turn a deaf ear to the voices of a hundred countries." (A/C.1/Pv.1880,
A/C.l/PV.lQ'JQ, A/PV.2050)

"... the WDC should be broad and universal «++ and we would hope thet all
countries, large and small, whether Members of the United Nations or not, would
be invited to the conference." (A/PV.1990) .

"A WDC could contribute to new forms of international relations in-the
organizatior so that the countries of the third world and non-aligned countries
can play an importaut role." (A/PV.1990)

China

China "fully understands the good desire of many peace-loving and justice-
upholding countries which oppocse the super-Powers' armament race and thus demand
their disarmament, and we are ready to work together with them to set the clear
objectives and create the necessary conditions for promoting the convening of a
world conference on genuine disarmament". (A/C.1/PV.1985)

"The Chinese Government is in favour of convening a world conference on
genuine disarmament. But there must be necessary preconditions and clear aims for
the conference.” (4/PV.2137)

Chine “has alwaye held that in the present worid situation, the key to the
question of disarmament lies in the nuclear disarmsment of the two super=Fowers.
- If a WDC is to be held, clear objectives must be set and the necessary conditions
must be created, so as to break the nuclear threat of the super-Powers and to
. eneure that the conference will be conducive to the realization of nuclear

disarmament. Failing this ... it is better not to hold such & conference at ail".
(A/C.1/PV.1985) '

"... the necessary conditions for the convening of a WDC are: all nuclear
countries, particularly the Sc ‘et Union and the United States, which possess
- the largest amount of nuclear -~-8pons, must first of all undertake the unequivocal
~ Obligations that at nc time and in no circumstances will they be the Pizat to use
nuclear weapons, and they not only will not use nuclear weapons against each other,
~ but more importantly will not use them egainst the non-nuclear countries; they
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must withdraw from abroad ell their armed forces, including nuclear missile forces,
and dismantle all their military bases, including nuclear bases, on the territories
of other countries., Only thus will it be possible to create the necessary
conditions for all countries, big or small, to discuss and solve, on an equal
footing and free from threat, the 1mportant queations of the complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons and the reduction of conventional

weapons". (A/C.1/PV.1985)

. .., all nuclear countries, and rarticularly the two nuclear super-Powers ...
must first of all undertake the unequivocal obligation that et no time and in no
circumstances will they be the first to use nuclear weapons, particularly against
non-nuclear countries end nuclear-weapoan-free zones. For example, the Soviet
Union should undertake obligations in respect of the nuclear-weapon-free zones in
Latin Amezica". (4/PV.2137)

"The most urgent question today is the withdrawal of foreign armed forces,
rather than the reduction of armaments. Let the two super-Powers withdraw all
their armed forces, both conventicnal and nuclear, back tc their own countries.
If they do not even want to effect a withdrawal, how can one believe they are
willing to make an arms reduction?" (A/PV.2051)

"If a WDC is to be convered, it must help promote the struggle of the people
of various countries against the imperialist policies of aggression and war, it
must be truly conducive to world peace, and it must not allow the one or two
super-Powers to carry out erms expansion and war preparaticns under the name of
disarmament ... /Recalling its preconditions, China stated thet/ "If the two
super-Powers have no intention even to do these elementary things, while some of
them still keep on talking about convening a WDC and making preparstions for it,
their ta%k is not worth a penny, and that only shows that they harbour ulterior
motives.,

Y. .. The Chinese delegation categorically cannot agree to, nor will it ever
participate in, such a WDC and its preparatory work." (A/C.1/PV.18y9)

"As earldy as 31 July 1963, the Chinese Government issued a statement
advocating the complete, thorcugh, total and resolute prohibition and destruction
of nuclear weapons ard proposing the convening of a conference of heads of
Government of all countries of the world to discuss this issue.”" (A/PV.1995)

Colombia

". .. such a conference is not only necessary but urgent as well. Views
regarding what type of conference it should be and a possible programme of work
for it should be examined very carefully so that all States may feel certaia that
they can participate in it." (A/C.1/PV.1950)

", .. the developing countries are right, and have been reasonasble in
advocating since 1961 the holding of a WDC with the participation of all States
without exgeptlon. veo It would be extremely serious of any nuclear Powers were
to be sbsent." (A/C.1/PV.1885)
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Costa Rica
"... for any agreement on disarmement or on the WDC to be effective, a
consensus of the five nuclear Powers is necessary." Confidence "is the s1ne gua

non for any effective action towards disermament”. {A/C.1/PV.1887)

Cuba
"... reaffirms its support for the holding of a WDC open to participation by
all States.”" (A/PV.2148, A/PV.1994, A/PV.2063)
"... underlined the need for the holding of a WDC in which all the countries of
the world will perticipate for the purpose of carrying out the aspirations of the
peoples for general and complete disarmament."” (A/C.1/PV.1883, A/PV.2022)

"We cannot allow any State or group of States, regardless of the volume or
quality of its weapons, to assume the right to raralyse the implementation of
decisions adopted by & w1de majority of Members of the United Nations."
{(A/C.1/PV.1650)

"... agrees with the position made clear by the heads of State or Government
of the non-aligned countries at their recent conference in Algiers, namely, that
the WDC should be convened as soon as possible"”. (A/C.1/PV.1950,

A/C.1/PV,1883)

"This conference could serve as a framework in which &ll countries of the
world, whether or not they are Members of the greatest world Organization, could
set forth their views on the problems of disarmament in all their aspects. ... we
are at present living in the Disarmament Decade; and what better contribution
could we make to it than to hold this conference that would make possible thorough
study and debate and political measures to be adopted in this field.

"This conference could assist peoples in keeping up with the evolution of
the arms race, with all its grave consequences, and fully inform them concerning
the present stage of disarmemept." (A/C.1/PV.1883)

"... the WDC would be the appropriaste forum in which to examine matters of
capital importance in conditions which would allow all States to debate them on an
equal footing. ... the examination of the disarmement question calls for a new
impetus and a more dynamic approach. Nothing would be more appropriate to this
end than to channel our efforts towards the organization of that conference.”

Cuba "is ready to give its support to any initiative leading to that =nd".
(A/c.1/PV.1950)

"It seems to us that the consideration of these problems [general and complete
disarmament, complete destruction of weapons of mass destruction, liquidation of
arsenals of such weapons and cessation of their produ ctlog/ is of conecern to all
Peoples of the world and, therefore, no other forum is more appropriate in which
to exsmine them than a universal conference in which representatives of all States
without exception would perticipate.” (A/PV.2022)
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rus

"There is an obvious need for some new forum to deal with the question of
disarmament more effectively. We are therefore basically in favour of such a
conference ... provided, of course, the five nuclear Powers would be among the
participants. A WDC is needed not so much to itself negotiate new disarmament
measures as ta generate a new politicel will through activating world public
opinion and also through establishing the mechanics for effective negotiations."

(A/c.1/pV.1skg, A/C.1/PV.1882)

"/The WDC is/ useful and desirable, provided it is open to all States and that
it is attended by all major Powers. Such a conference will, no doubt, have to be
carefully prepared not only procedurally, but also psychologically for its success,
Great hopes will be pinned on it as the last resort in the disarmament effort. It
cannot, therefore, and shculd not fail in its main objectives." (A/PV.2057,
A/AC.167/L.2)

Czechoslovakia

Czechoslovakia supported "the convening of a WDC. We should like it to become
a forum in which ail States - especially the nuclear Powers - would be able to make
their contribution towards the implementation of an effective programme of
disarmament commensurate with their responsibilities.”" (A/PV.1947)

"... all States in the world, irrespective of whether or not they are Members
of the United Nations or members of other internaticnal orgaenizations, must be
involved in negotiations on disarmament and in the direct settlement of disarmament
questions."

Since the end of the Second World War "there has not once been a meeting of
representatives of all States at which they could express their views on the most
important problem of modern times, namely, the problem of disarmament." (A/8817T,
annex I, A/AC.L6T/SR.3)

"A favourable opportunity for such a meeting might be a WDC, open to all
States, which would undoubtedly be a basis for cc-ordinating and intensifying the
efforts of the world community in the campaign for disarmement. ... it is
absolutely essential that all States should make further efforts with a view to
the adoption of effective disarmament measures, particularly measures relating to
nuclear disarmement."

For Czechoslovakia, "real pre~conditions now exist for the attainment of more
tangible results in disarmement, too, if &ll States of the world take part in
disarmament negotiations and in the solution of questions related to disarmament”.
(A/C.1L/PV.1935, A/BV.1987)

"The world public ... expects the WDC to turn into a forum assisting the
assertion of such fundamental political s@lgtions that are needed to effectively
move the disarmsment deliberations forward." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

WDC "would meet the internstional political needs of the non~aligned countries
as confirmed by their meeting in Georgetawn. (A/C.1/PV.1837T)
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"We must discuss the problems of disarmament exhaustively and fully in a
forum distinet from the annual routine forum of the General Assembly,"
(A/C.1/PV.18T73)

"... it should be logical to expect that all Powere with the biggest military
potentials and nuclear weapons at their disposal will participate in the world
disarmament conference, as weil as in its preparations." (A/C.1/PV.1935)

Czechoslovakia "sttached key importance to nuclear disarmament and believed
that all nuclasr Powers should participate in the preparations for the conference -
and in the conference itself". (A/AC.167/8R.3)

"... & conference of this kind, by the positive results it achieves, can
exert an influence on the internationsl atmosphere and ... its improvement. And
this is an aspect which should be borne in mind in considering the question of
convening the conference." (A/PV.1987)

"But we cannot agree that items for the agenda of the conference should be
put rorward as prior conditions for conveniznz it, especially ir questions are
raised whose solution obviously will require much effort and negotiation. This,
in fact, is tentamount to preventing the conference from being held."
(A/C.1/PV.1873) _

Democratic Yemen

"Holding a conference for all States, including those which ere not Members
of our Organization, ‘would be a practical and sincere attempt towards peace and
. security. At that conference all States would have the opportunity to express
their points of view, and, at that time, if there were any major Powers that tried
to dominate others in the name of peace, their intentions would be clearly revealed
to the rest of the worlg."

Democratic Yemen firmly believed that "any further discussion of a
disarmament conference must begin with a discussion of snd agreement on principles".

".o. first steps in disarmement should be confined to the abolition of nuclear,
bacteriological and other lethal weapons. ... supports any proposal which weuld
lead at a later date to tie holding of a WDC." (A/C.1/PV.1882)

Denmark

"... welcomes the prospec: »f a WDC, trusting that it may serve to promote
progress and bring about constructive results. Clearly, in order to achieve that
end, the conference must be thoroughly prepared and enjoy wide support in the
international community, particularly on the part of all the nuclear Powers. We
hope, therefore, that the General Assembly will be able to decide on the
preparations for such a conference. My Government would be willing to take active
part in such preparations." (A/PV.20k0,/A/C.1/PV.188)) .

"oy it is of paramount importance that all the nuclear Powers be prepared
to participate in the conference, &s well as in the Preparatory work, the proper
conduct of the latter being essential to a positive ocutcame of the conference."
(A/8B1T, annex 1)
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"... such a conference ... if properly prepered and arranged, may serve a
number of useful purposes. It would emphasize, at the time of a likely momentum
for positive international developments, that the responsibility for disarmament
is indivisible. It would eneble the participants to pool their ideas and policies
in the setting where they could devote their interests exclugively to disarmament,
and from that exercise new and fruitful ideas and initiatives might well emerge.’
(A/C.1/PV.1829)

Eguador
"... indispensable that the WDC be held." (A/PV.2038)

"It is certainly not a new idea. Genersl Assembiy resclution 2030 (XX) of
29 November 1965 endorsed the decision taken by the Second Conference of Heads of
State and Government of Non-Aligned "ations in Cairo in 196k on the convening of
& WDC to which all ccuntries would be invited; and that idea had previously been
recommended by the Disarmament Committee on condition thet adequate preparatory
work was done beforehand and that there was an agreement on the countries to be
invited; a decision on the appropriste moment for the holding of the conference,
taking into account the international situation; preliminary sgreement on the part
of the nuclear Powers; participation of all the nuclear Powers; agreement on the
agenda; and the establishment of adequate relations with the United Nations. Now
my delegation wonders why we do not tske up some of those sensible suggestions."
(a/C.1/Pv.1883) :

Egypt

"For some time now, there have been indications that multilateral disarmament
negotiations were nearing an impasse. It became apperent that these negetiations
could, henceforth, produce meeningful results only with the sctive participation
therein of all the nuclear Powers. ... the time has become propitious to bring
together within an internetional forum especislly set up to deal with matters
pertaining to disaymement, all countries of the world, and in particular sll
nuclear countries." (A/8817, annex I)

"... even with the progress towards universality in the United Nations, there
are still valid reasons for the convening of a WDC ... the convening of a WDC
should ... create the necessary sense of urgency and give needed momentum to the
present unsatisfactory efforts in the field of disarmament”.

"... participants dedicating all their time and effort to such a conference
should be sble to produce and to study specific and concrete proposals to achieve
disarmament cbjectives. ... the active and effective participation of the
developing countries as concerned parties in such a conference should provide an
opportunity for exsmining the interrelationship between the acute problems of
development and the questions of disarmement."

"... the convening of a WDC in itself be a major international event - the
first of its kind since the League of Nations resolved to creste a committee to
'... prepare for a conference on the reduction end limitation of armements.'"
(A/PV.1985)
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"The non-aligned countries have consistently advocate ad urged the convening
of a WDC." (A/PV,1985)

El Salvador

"The United Nations should consider dealing with problems of disarmament
through institutionelized means and should therefore create a permanent world
institution, such as is UNCTAD for problems of trade and development. The
Disarmament Decade warrants the institutionslization of the respective international
efforts; and within that institutionalization, as a first step, the holding of a
world conference is indicated. But the calling of a world conference should not
be made subject to conditicns; it should be convened - purely ar” simply - but the
date should be decided upcn later and the preparatory measures suould be
appropriate. ... everyone advocates and wants a world conference to deal with
carefully studied subjects regarding which a world strutegy can be d=fined which
is parallel to the world development strategy. Furthermore, the world conference
would have to consider within its general framework the basic elements which
should underlie regionel and subregional agreements.

"It is to be hoped that the world conference would deal with disarmament not
as an isolated subject but in relation to the msin factors which influence and even
determine it. Thus we hope that disarmement would be examined in the light of the
system of collective security, and that the competitive and exclusive co-existence
of collective security as advocated in the Cherter of the United Nations and
security based on the ba.ance of power which has been the practice of the great
Powers until now, would be considered; in oth.: words, that disarmement would be
studied &s a function of development snd that the transfer of resources from
weaponry to production would be considered on a quantitative basis, as regards
both the expension of international programmes by means of funds to be liberated
' by the great Powers and the impetus that could be given to development by each
country as the systews of regioral and subragional security made possible the -
liberation of funds for transfer to productive purpcses. This last aspect of
disarmement has not been considered in concrete and quantitative terms and such a
gtudy would constitute one of the significant contributions of the WDC."
(a/c.1/pPv.1883, A/PV.199k)

"... my country feels that the moment is propitious for the international
community to avail itself of a wide forum where the problems of. disarmament can be
thoroughly discussed, where we can compare the relations of disarmament as a goal
end development as the ultimate to be achieved, where we will assess the criteria
for regionel and subregional arrengements of a restricted nature and vhere we shall
lay down the mein directives for a continuing series of disarmement steps to be

carried out over the next 10 or 20 years". (A/PV.199%4)
"... the world conference would be pPlaced in a far better position if the
Powers that have chosen not to Join the Ccnference of the Committee on Disarmement
and those that during the present debate have expressed reservations or scepticism
were to participate". (A/C.1/PV.1883)



Ethiopia

... a carefully prepared and properly convened WDC could be a useful
exercise. ... the understanding and co-operation of all nuclear-weapon States
becomes indispensable if any progress is to be registered in the effort to halt and

reverse the armaments race". (A/PV.2127

". .. continues to support the convening of a WDC ... and hoped that ... some

gort of accommodation can be worked out to ensure the widest possible participation,
should we decide to hold the conference in the very near future'. (A/C.1/PV.1953)

Hoped that "WDC will help focus interest, attention and concern on one of
mankind's most important problems". (A/PV.2063)

Finland

7, .. firmly supports all measures that further the cause of disarmament and
consequently gives its full backing to the convening of & WDC ... believes that a
distinct opportunity exists for concluding successful disarmament negotiations".
(A/8817, annex I, A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

"Thq process of détente in international relations provides new
opportunities for maeking propress in the field of disarmament and arms
control."

WDC "would give the international community an opportunity to rededicate
itself to the aims of general and complete disarmement under effective international
control, which remains the ultimate goal of all disarmament efforts, In world-wide
efforts to achieve disarmament, special emphasis should be given to mass
destruction weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, as well as to the reduction of
conventional armed forces and armaments to the level necessary for the maintenance -
of internal order and international peace-keeping. These questions ought to be
given due priority also at the conference".

"In addition to the general goals of disarmament, the Finnish Government
considers all measures that are aimed at regional limitation of armed forces and
armaments useful for the promotion snd realization of disarmament. /recalled/ the
idea launched by President Kekkonen in 1963 /for/ a nuclear-free zone, comprising
the Nordic countries. ... Recent developments in Europe give added topicality to
this thought and warrant that it should be kept in mind also in the context of the
WDC. ... the VDC success presupposes the participation of all the permanent
members of the Security Council, as well as all the significant military Powers.
... conference should be universal in character." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

"A WDC, if well prepared and with the participation of all nuclear Powers,
would permit a universalization of the discussion on the subject. From such a
conference new impetus and new ideas could emerge to the benefit of us all."
(A/1v.2149)
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--» underlined on msny occasions the importance we attach to the participation
in the Conference of all the permanent members of the Security Council, as well as
all other significant military Powers. It is our opinion that we can successfully
pursue this idea only on the basis of appropriate preparations during which-the
co-opersticn of States concerned could be secured”. (aA/C.1/PV.1943)

"The success cf the proposed disarmament conference presupposes the
perticipation of all the permanent members of the Security Council, as well as all
the significant military Powers. Furthermore » the conference should be universal,
including alsc the divided States." (A/8817, ennex I) ’

®... the conference and the possible decisions of this Assembly on it should
be based on a wide agreement between the Member States, with particular regard to
the views of the permanent members of the Security Council, whose concurrence
remains essential for a realistic pursuit of this idea". (a/C.1/PV.1882)

"The framework of such a conference and all the many questions relating to
organizing it will have. to be settled through consultations among all interested
Governments. Finland ... is ready to contribute as best it can to such

consultations with a view to reaching general agreement on the question of convening
e WDC." (A/PV.1980)

Fraace
¥... the problem of disarmament, end in particular of nuclear disarmament, is
of vital importance. France is desirous of promoting the study of that problem
and the implementation of any agreement that might be concluded, in so far as the
purpose is to seek genuine disarmament measures accompanied by effective
international control and dealing in particular with the destruction and prohibition
of the production of nuclear weapcns. The most appropriate means of attaining that
result would be agreement between the Powers whi ch possess nuclear weapons. In the

sbsenice of such agreement, the French Goverrment has approved the draft resolution
for a WDC,

"It feels that such a meeting could give fresh impetus to the work on
disarmament and, in particular, provide nuclear countries with a framework for
Joint discussion of their common problems in the interests of all."

France "does not intend to make its participation dependent on any conditions
or prerequisites and considers that all participants should accept such a rule.
However, it feels that a world conference which failed to bring together all Powers
having special responsibilities in this field would not serve the purpose for which
it was convened”. (A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PY.1838)

"... the plan for a werld conference can help to give a fresh start to the
work on disarmament and to provide, particularly the nuclear Powers » & framework
vithin which to discuss together their common problems in the interests of
everyone. ... The hopes which can be founded on the success of a world conference
still have no meaning unless the participation of all the nuclear Powers is
ensured”. (A/PV.1989)
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"3uch a conference would ... probably contribute to revitalizing the work
on digarmsment and bringing it out of the starnation e.. It mirht also revive
interest ... in the problems of disarmament and, by doing so, promote tne
beginnings of constructive solutions. By the studies which it will give rise to in
various Governments, it should produce fresh ideas and new and hopefully fruitful
approaches to these problems ... Countries could discuss together their common
problems-in the interest of all. ... we shall come to this conference in a
completely open frame,of mind. We do not want to exclude anybody; we feel the
conference should be apen to all ... and we have no intention of making our
participation subject to any conditions or prerequisites, regardless of their
nature."

"We must however consider that the effective convening of such a
conference is meaningless, unless the participation of certain countries is
guaranteed."

If & nuclear power did not attend the WDC "we would ask ourselves whether in
such a case it would not be preferable to give up the idea of such a conference
for the time being rather than see it held without any real chance of success and
without there being any possibility of its leading to concrete measures, for if
this were the situation, it would jeopardize the chances of such a meeting in
the future". (A/C.1/PV.1882)

German Democratic Republic

"phe sixth special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations made
it clear once agein that large financiel resources are required to accelerate the
economic and social progress of the developing countries. The Government of the
Germen Demoecratic Republic takes the view that a world disarmaement conference
could also adopt effective measures to solve these and other tasks set by the
sixth special session of the General Assembly."

n .. the successes achieved in the process of détente in the last few years
are highlighting the urgent need for a world disarmament conference, because,
despite those successes, it has not yet been possible to check decisively the
spiralling arms race. Détente, however, can only be stabilized if it is possible
to bring sbout a cessation of the arms race which will involve all States. On
sccount of the complex cheracter of the problems of arms limitation and
disarmament, the Government of the German Democratic Republic considers a world
disarmement conference to be the appropriate forum to put a stop to the arms race
by adopting universal megsures and thus to give a decisive impetus to the efforts

of all peoples for lasting peace and for economic and social progress."

The Germsn Democratic Republic expressed "jts hope that all States, including
the two nuclear Powers not participating in the Ad Hoc Committee so far, will
~ontribute to preparing and holding a world disarmament conference. The Germen
Lemocratic Republic assures that it will, through its constructive participation
in the Vienna talks on the reduction of armed forces end armements in central
purope and through its activities in the United Nations and other international

rgans, contribute to creating most favourable conditions for the convocation

ond the success of a world disarmament conference." (A/AC.167/L.2/444.2)
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The German Democratic Republic "renews its support for ... a WDC. Tt
assures its reediness to contribute everything it can to an early implementation
of this proposal. A WDC, in which 8ll countries of the world could participate
and explain, on a basis of equality, their ideas on all problems of disarmament,
would serve not only to unite but also to intensify the endeavours of all.States
for arms limitation and disarmement. It would help to bring about more concrete
measures in this respect and to bring mankind closer to general and complete
disermament. At the same time, it could improve conditions for the ...
universal application of the international treaties on arms limitation and
disarmament concluded so far". (A/8817, annex II)

"... there are at present favourable conditions for convening a WDC within
one or two years' time." (A/8817, annex II)

“... the idea of holding a WDC ... opens up new.prospects and provides an
impetus to the efforts already undertaken towards disarmament on a multilateral,
regional and bilateral basis, and has now assumed considerable momentum which it
derives from ..., the easing of tension and ... the struggle for the ensuring of
peace."

"... the representatives of the developing countries are fully entitled to
link their support for the WDC with the hope that, as a result of the concluding
of the arms race, great resources will be released which will also be able to
be used to solve the urgent development problems of those countries."

Disagreed with the view that a WDC "would not serve & useful purpose until
the existing differences on the subject had been resolved". (A/C.1/PV.1941)

". .. the conference, in which the representatives of all States, great and

small - regardless of whether or not they possess nuclear weapons or whether they
have a highly developed military and economic potential - will take part on an
equal footing, is an appropriate forum for discussion of the fundamental problems
of disarmament." (A/C.1/PV.19L1)

"The principle whereby it is possible to achieve progress in the field of
disarmament only when all States are guaranteed equal conditions for their security

can serve as a point of departure for the achievement of positive results at the
conference."

"... a sure basis for the successful holding of the conference lies in the
fact that it has been possible to conclude a number of' agreements in the field

of disarmament that are of world-wide importance."

"A basis for a successful WDC is elso represented by the efforts undertaken
on a bilateral and regional basis in the field of disarmament." (a/C.1/PV.1941)
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Uermany, Federal Republic of

WDC "could be an appropriate forum to stimulate the world-wide endeavours
towards disarmement and arms control through exchanges of opinion and a general
review of the pertinent problems". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

" .. such a conference would be meaningful only if. it was carefully
vrepared und if all nuclear Powers took part in it." (A/C.1/PV.19kk)

"Ag disarmament measures in the field of nuclear weapons are likely to be
one of the most important topics of the conference, it seems to be necessary to
secure the participation of the five nuclear Powers ... at its preparatory
stage." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

Ghana

"Assuming the genuine desire of the nuclear countries to translate their
professions of peaceful intentions into reality, the proposed World Disarmament
Conference will, with their participation, prove an important factor towards
decreasing the tension besetting the international community at present.

This would be particularly welcome to the non-nuclear Members of the United
Mations Organization, specifically the developing countries. A Conference of
the nature envisaged will, no doubt, help to impress upon all mankind the
universal nature of our concern for world peace and security.

It is for reasons such as these that Ghana welcomed the establishment of
the Ad Hoc Committee in accordance with General Assembly resolution
3183 (XXVIII). Ghane strongly supports the holding of the proposed World
Disermament Conference." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.5)

A WDC "would serve to emphasize the general world concern over the issue
of disarmement." (A/PV.21L48)

Ghena "looks forward to_the proposed WDC. Disarmsment is an issue of
universal concern. ... /WDC/ should be open to all States". (A/PV.20L0,
A/PV.1958, A/C.1/PV.1883)

" .. there are still important States outside the United Nations whose
cardinal role and position in the question of armaments meke it essential to
involve them in any serious disarmament negotiations. The two Germanys, the
two Viet-Nams, the two Koreas, Switzerland and others come readily to mind.
ves until the United Nations is enabled to achieve this most desirable and
necessary state of universality, there is no reason for opposing the holding
of the proposed WDC.
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"The argument for a WDC is ... unassailable. We have to stop further
development and refinement of arms before war-making becomes too easy end too
suicidal.

"Consideration of the social and economic consequences of the arms race ...
reinforces the argument for the holding of a wor:d disarmament conference.

"There may ... well be a link between those who control present machinery for
disarmament discussions and the lack of progress towards real disarmament. Is
this not a sufficient argument to turn to other machinery and procedures which
can attack the core of the problem?

"Only a WDC can jolt mankind into a dramatic awareness of the danger of this
psychological drift and generate the urgency which alone cen hammer out new
channels to eliminate the cancer of the arms race. :

"Despite this resolution /2030 (XX)/ preparations for holding (a WDC) failed
to materialize largely because of difficulties which can only be 1laid at the
door of the major military Powers of the world at the tine.

"... the small- and medium-sized States of the worid, particularly the
non-aligned, are those that have advocated such a conference more consistently end
fervently, and the mejor Powers, particularly the super-Powers, have shown little
enthusiasm for it. The reasons for this are not far to seek. ... the present
organization of disarmement discussions is dominated by the suver-Powers.

"Unless this atmosphere of great Power exclusivism and dominance is broken
and all disarmament talks brought under the searchlight of world opinion and
universally accepted principles, we shall continue to widen the gap between
profession and performance in this field. Only a WDC can ensure the openness
of diplomacy, equality of participation and exposure to public accountability
that alone can lead to real action.

"Neither wealth, size of territory, population or technological advence,
gives superiority to amy State or group of States in dealing with this most
serious of world problems, the problem of disarmament. Our universal anxiety
for peace and development in the face of the frightening end evergrowing
danger of the arms race must and can find concrete and realistic expression in a
world disarmsment conference such as the one I have deseribed. Let us all,
therefore, not only support the proposal for helding a truly universal WDC but
also ensure that it is so organized as to achieve within it freedom of expressicn,

equality of participation and universal acceptance of its conclusions."
(A/PV.1985) -

"Ghana expresses the hope that the countries which at present have
reservations about the holding of a WDC will eventually see their way clear to
go along with the majority, and support the holding of the conference".
(A/C.1/PV.1883) '
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"We are convinced, therefore, that any conference of nuclear Powers must be
firmly predicated upon, organized within, and subject to, the guidence of the WDC."
(A/PV.1985)

Greece

"It would seem to us that certain points ... deserve our attention: First,
we hope that neither a WDC nor the prospect of its convening will prejudice the
valusble work of the CCD or bilateral and other efforts in the domain of
disarmement. We wish the prospects of the present efforts to remain good and to
become even better., We would not like to see a relaxation, but an intensification
"‘of these procedures. Second, the hopes that the peoples of the world would be
rightly entitled to attach to a WDC would be such that it should be our elementary
duty to them to see to it that the proceedings of such a conference be positive
end constructive, and therefore that the conference be properly and adequately
prepared. Third, a very important ... factor in what we would also have the right
to expect of such a conference is the participation in it of 8ll the nuclear Powers."
(aA/C.1/Pv.1878)

" .. careful preparation for the WDC is of the ummost importance.”
(A/PV.1900)

Guatemala
"Guatemala ... considers the following to be of importance:

"(a) that the policy of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons should remain
in force;

"(b) that general and complete disarmement is- a compelling necessity today,
perticularly since the conclusion has been reached that the arms race has not led
to the solution of the most enormous world problems.

-

""Purthermore, the Government of Guatemele will support the resolutions which
the General Assembly mey take with respect to this question and reiterates its
fervent desire to see problems between countries solved by the intervention of
the international bodies which have been set up by common agreement.”" (A/AC.167/L.2,

annex)
Guinea

"The need for a WDC becomes increasingly greater. But to avoid failure
much must be done, end many conditions will have to be met."

" . g1l countries must be associated in the various discussions related to

disarmament.” (A/C.1/PV.1945)
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"... document adopted at the latest summit conference of the Organization

of African Unity in Addis Ababa, supplemented and brought up-to-date by -the
conference in Algiers on the problem of disarmament, as well as the result of
other international organs, added to which must be the disarmament resolutions
adopted at negetiating groups held at the bilateral or multilateral level, must
contribute to the preparetion of the guidelines for a convention likely to be

adopted at the proposed world conference as s synthesis of world public opinion.™
(A/C.l/PV.l9h5)

"Since we have to examine the specific conditions required to create an
atmosphere conducive to the convening of the world conference, my delegation is
happy once again to stress the basically universal nature of such a conference,
the main objective of which must be to bring together all the countries of the
world, so that each one will be able to make its views known. This condition is
absolutely necessary if we want to desl with the problem from a realistic standpoint
and if we truly wish to deal with 211 the disarmament problems and thus arrive
at the point of totally destroying all nuclear weapons and ceasing the armaments
race, since it must be incumbent upon all States to respect and guarantee the
independence, security and territorial integrity of all nations." (A/C.1/PV.19k5)

Guyana

"While we cannot and must not exclude direct negotiations and small working
groups on disarmament, emphasis must now be placed on involving all nations in
the search for solutions.,"

Guyana favoured "the widest scope possible for clarifying [ﬁisarmamenﬁ/
issues and mobilizing international opinion, either as a prelude to negotiation
or as the only substitute for negotiation when latter fails to achieve desired
results". (A/C.1/PV.1832)

"o support should be given to the proposal for the holding of a WDC at
which the lﬁisarmamengj problem might be looked at, for the first time, from a
truly global perspective." (A/C.1/PV.1832)

Hungary

Hungary "believes that if détente and peace is to be made sound and
lasting, the arms race must be Stopped. The present trend of political détente
must be further strengthened, must be made irreversible and must be reinforced
by militery d€tente. The present healthy atmosphere must be used to promote the
stopping of the arms race, the reduction of armed forces and armaments, the

achievement of measures which will ultimately lead to genera! and complete
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disarmament ... The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungery stated before the
sixth special session of the General Assembly that 'Strengthening internaticnal
peace and security and the termination of the arms race would free considerable
material means which might be utilized to solve the economic and social problems
of the developing countries.'" (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3, A/PV.2213)

Hungary shares .the "opinicn of the mejority of Member States that in order
to. evaluate the possibilities of various disarmement measures, to better
leern and understand the views and aspirations of others, it is necessary to
have the broadest possible exchange of ideas among all the States of the
world. Therefore, we come out for international cooperation on the basis of
the principle of equal security for all and the inadmissibility of unilateral
ddvantages, for which a world disarmament conference could provide the ideal
framework."

During the twenty-eighth General Assembly session "the Hungarien delegute,
like those of meny other countries, had every reason to express dissatisfaction
over the lack of progress in the preparation of such a conference. As a
matter of fact, hardly any country could now deny that the time has already
come to convene a truly universal forum, where a discussion of sll the urgent
matters of disarmament could take place." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3)

"We attach great importance to this question and are ready in every
respect to take part in the preparation of such a conference and to do our utmost
towards its success. ...

"The necessity of convening a WDC is fully confirmed by the steadily rising
expenditure on armaments, by the development of ever newer and more complicated
and destructive kinds of weapons and of weapon systems and by the threat of a
world nuclear catastrophe. ..." (A/PV.1985)

% . there can be no doubt about the timeliness of convening a world
conference. We are of the opinion that a WDC would be worthy of the
Disarmgment Decade, inasmuch as it would give a new impulse to the various
efforss st disarmement by discussing as widely as possible the problems of
disarmament, by formulating new proposals, ideas and plans and by taking concerted
action to implement them." (A/PV.1985)

" .. in judging the problems relating to the WDC, we »~ *o take into
consideration the most essential experiences in connexior 4. - 1e proposals
thus far made regarding various disarmament commissions .4t most important
lessons drawn from the activity of those commissions. .
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"... on the one hand, it is possible to prepare the way for the convening

of a WDC and, on the other han@, the convening of the conference may exercise
a favourable influence on the checking of the armaments race, on the settlement
of the problems of disarmament ripe for solution." (A/8817, annex I)

"... the conference cannot assemble at once - the conditions will take
some time to mature." (A/8817, annex I)

"Any preconditions posed by any country could hamper the cause of the ,
conference. Therefore ... no preconditions should be put concerning preparations
for and participation in the conference." {A/C.1/PV.1875)

"We deem very important and necessary ... the participation of all States
in the WDC and in the preparatory work for it, whether they are Members of
the United Nations or not." (CCD/PV.55k)

Irndia

Welcomed the WDC, "in order that all countries without exception should
have the possibility of expressing their views op the problem of disarmament".
(A/€.1/PV.1953, p. 43; A/PV.2136; A/PV.2051)

". .. the participation of sl1 States, particularly the nuclear Powers,
was absolutely essential." (A/AC.167/SR.S)

Convinced that the WDC "would promote the cause of genersl and complete
‘disarmament provided that adequate preparations were made with the participation
of all States". (A/4&C.167/SR.5)

From various responses, it was clear that "a large majority of Member
States were in favour of convening such & conference". (A/AC.167/SR.5)

Unless there was a change in the "deep-seated suspicion and mistrust
emong nations - each trying to preserve what it considers to be its vital
security interests ... and the change must begin with the militarily powerful
States possessing nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction - the
negotiations will follow a terdy pace. This is one of the very important
reasons why the successive non-aligned conferences have called for the convening
of a WDC". (A/C.1/PV.1953, A/PV.1990, CCD/600)

Recalled that the General Assembly "endorsed the proposal of the non-aligned
States" in resolution 2030 (XX). (A/C.1/PV.1880)
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The two preconditions for the participation of one nuclear-Power State
were "most valid and vital considerations" and "should not be treated as
preconditions but should be included as one of the first and most inportant
items before the proposed WpC". (A/C.1/PV.1880)

See also V.3.

Indonesisa

"The convening of such a conference at the present stage of disarmament
negotiations would generate new impetus towerds the adoption of effective
measures.” (A/AC.167/SR.5)

"There is indeed s pressing need for such a conference.” {A/PV.1989)

"The WDC should be open to all States, irrespective of their membership of
the United Nations. ... the nuclesr Powers should participate in the preparatory
work. ... It is the nuclear Powers, the producers of sophisticated conventional
weapons with great destructive potential, the producers of deadly chemical
weapons, which are mainly the primery target of disarmament. It is therefore
necessary that they participate in the preparatory work, as their views will be
of great importance for the preparatory body to determine whether the convening
of a WDC is feasible or nmot." (A/C.1/PV.1884)

Iran

———

"If a meeting of this kind should end in failure the already precarious
confidence in the United Nations would receive a death blow. Accordingly, we shere
the view of many other delegations as to the necessity for very cereful
preparations. ... we must no%t lose sight of the fact that the conference should
cover sll categories of armaments, including nuclear weapons.

%__. all nuclear Powers should take an active pert so as to spare the world
the Ashgers of escelation in the nuclear arms race. But it is clear that all
countries great and small should co-operate in order to achieve general and
controlled disarmament ... and also to stop the arms race, nuclear or
conventional."

" .. we support all efforts, however meagre their results, that will leed
us along the road to disarmament; but what we must consider first and foremost
is thet we must wipe out the causes of the conflicts. This is the very heart
of the question." (A/C.1/PV.193k4)
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"We do not want to believe that the conference will lose the promise it
potentially holds because of a lack of interest on the vart of the major Powers
or the absence of adequate preparations. We dare not be overoptimistic abdut such
& conference; yet & defeatist attitude is similarly untenable. If the conference
would bring us even one step closer to our goal it would certainly be worthwhile.
Let me stress, however, that this could only be achieved if all States, including
nuclear and threshold Powers, would participate, following timely and adequaie

preparation. In this vein, we look forward to the convocation of the conference."?
(A/C.1/Pv.1881, A/C.1/PV,193k)

Irag
"... supports the convocation of a WDC," (A/PV.éOS5, A/PV.1956)

Ireland

"We are willing to support a conference which has been carefully prepared
and is assured of the active participation of 8ll nuclear-weapon States. Indeed,
not the least of the advantages of & conference on that basis would be the
bringing together of those five States. .«. We all recognize that the absence of
two of them impairs the effectiveness of the CCD." (A/C.1/PV.1952)

"A decision to convene a WDC would ... be an appropriate action in the course
of the Disarmament Decade proclaimed by the General Assembly in 1969. ...
(a/C.1/PV.1883)

"... Such & conference would raise high expectations among peoples everywhere
and ... world public opinion would not be satisiicd with a plethora of speeches
leading to no positive concrete results. Careful and thorough preparatory work
would thus be called for - and it could be quite protracted. Above all ,.. *here
must be an assurance that the five nuclear-weapon States, as well as otber
militarily important countries, would be prepared to participate in a conference
in an active and positive manner and with a determinetion to bring its work to
a successful conclusion."

"There remains thz difficult problem of reaching agreement on representation
in a world conference of the divided States of ... Korea and Viet-Nam. It is
to be hoped that, in time, acceptable solutions can be negotiated in those cgses.”
(a/PV.1987)

Italy

A WDC "could -‘become the most useful instrument for bringing sbout general
and complete disarmament". (A/PV.2147)

A WDC will, "on the psychological level, exercise & useful stimulating
action for enhancing the proceedings on disarmement, provided thet: (a) it
is generally supported by the Members of the United Nations, including all the
nuclear Powers; and (b) it is adequately prepared by a qualified and representative
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organ, with full equality of rights and responsibilities for each of the
participants". (A/881T, annex I)

"It is indeed essential that the problem of disarmament is tackled globally,
with the active participation of all the major Powers. Ve cannot conceive a
general and complete disarmament without nuclear disarmament, and we cannot speak
of nuclear disarmament without the presence of all the Powers directly interested
and involved."” .

"We hope that when the necessary conditions for a WDC are fulfil}ed, [;ET
might give new impetus to the solution of the problem of disarmement in all its
aspects and define the organic progremme of general und complete disarmament
that we are actively seeking.”" (A/C.1/PV.19LL4, cCD/PV.621,

A/PV.1954, A/C.1/PV.1985, A/PV.20kk)

"The need to maintain the link between nuclear and conventional disermament,
on the cne hand, and between global and regional disarmament, on the other, in
itself suffices to Justify a comprehensive approach of all problems of
disarmament along the lines we have suggested. ... only this comprehensive approach

‘would allow a world conference to establish guidelines for action, aiming at
assuring a systematic co-ordination of the activities under way in various
international forums." (A/PV.1995)

Ivory Coast

"... we welcome the Soviet initiative concerning the convening of a WDC ...
on condition that the conference is carefully prepared for and that precise but
not limited objectives are set.”" (4/C.1/PV.1899)

"The success of such a conference presupposes the participation of all
States, and particularly all the nuclear Pcwers, regardless of any possible
divergencies that may exist among them regarding the approach to one aspect
or another of the problem of disarmament. The refusal of a single one of these
great Powers to participate in such a conference would deprive it of much of
its s.gnificance and would, to a large extent, limit the scope of its possible
results.... we should act with prudence and realism and, as far as possible, avoid
adopting hasty decisions which might deprive us of the participation of those
Powers. (A/C.1/PV.1899) . '

... we believe that we have everything to gain and nothing to lose by
taking whatever time is necessary to carry out preparatory work and to try to
reconcile the apparently irreconcilable points of view and thus ensure the
effective participation of all States, particularly of the nuclear-weapon States.”
(A/C.1/PV.1899) ‘

"... initial progress /reached so far in disarmamenﬁT can open up prospects
of fruitful debate which will make it possible to reach general agreements within
the framework of a WDC". (A/PV.2053)
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Jameica
A ——————

"When we consider the question of the WDC what we are in fact considering is
a double stalemate ... there is the stalemate between the nuclear Powers on the
very question of general and complete disarmsment and ... there is the stalewate
between the nuclear Powers on the question of whether or not preparations for a
WDC should be set in tra.n.” (A/C.1/PV.1953)

" _. a careful and detailed preparatory_process should be engaged in before ,
the convening of a WDC, and ... provisions /should/ be mede for the widest
representation possible at such a conference’. (A/C.1/PV.1953)

"A WDC is a basieally sound proposal, inasmuch as the threat of wespons of
mass destruction, although emanating from a few Powers, is a threat to mankind
as a whole. The universality of the danger is abundantly clear, and nothing
should be allowed to cause the postponement indefinitely of a WDC.

"We recognize here the need and the desirability to secure the participation
of the five nuclear-weapon States, which also happen to be the permanent members
of the Security Council. We need them for e WDC.” (a/c.1/PV.1883)

Japan

"

... the holding of a WDC would be a useful instrument to give impetus to
disarmement negotiations, provided that the participation of all the nuclear-
weapon States, as well as of all the militarily significant States, is ensured
end that appropriate preparatory work proves that there exists a satisfactory
basis for the success of such & conference." (A/8817, annex I, A/PV.1990,
&/C.1/PV.1877, A/C.1/PV.1899)

" we must rake the most careful examination of all problems involved st
the stage of the preparations for the holding of a WDC in order to make it contribute

to real progress in disarmament negotistions, instead of allowing it to serve only
the purpose of politicel propaganda for some countries."” (CCD/PV.562)

Kenya
"We fully support the convening of such a conference.” (A/C.1/PV.1881)
Fuwait
" .. a promising sign of disarmement was the proposal to hold a WDC which might

rescue the question of complete and general disarmement from the impasse it hsas
been affiicted with for many years." (A/PV.2082

-20-



++. Kuwait supported the proposal to hold a WDC. One of the basic
Prerequisites for the success of the conference would be to secure a universal
participation in the conference. We hope that the projected WDC would provide
the right forum for a universal effort to achieve our common goal of general
and complete disarmament. However, the conference should adopt as one of its basic
principles the necessity of allocating a major part of the resources released by
reduction of military budgets fo:r the econciec and social developemnt of the
developing countries.” (A4/PV.2057T)

"... all nuclear Powers, whether their nuclear arsenal is for defensive or
offensive purposes, should perticipate in the conference." {(a/c.1/Pv.1875)

Lso People's Democratic Republic

A WDC "will fall more within the competence of the nuclear Powers than in
that of the non-nuclear countries - nevertheless {Laos/ does not hesitate to
make its modest contribution to that underteking, encouraged as we are by the idea
accepted here that the cause in question is of the greatest interest to all the
States Mewbers of our Organization. ... we sincerely hope that an internationsal
forun, larger than the CCD, will, in spite of the signs of hesitation and
opposition that are still evident in our Organization, be convened at the
appropriate time with the ac‘ive and generous participation of al1."
(a/c.1/pv.1945)

Lebanon
Lebarcn "supported the proposel for the holding of a WDC". (A/PV.1995)

"The Urited Nations must boldly s=ize the opportunity offered to it in order
to realize through the WDC & comprehensive programme for complete and total
disarmament.” (A/PV.1995, A/C.1/PV.1889) ‘

Liberi.a
Liberia supportzd the proposal to hold the WDC. (a/c.1/pv,1879)

“... it is time ... that a WDC should be held, for the destiny of manking
as a whole must be considered by the representatives of all the peoples., The
noa-nuclear weapon Powers must be given an opportunity to function in the shaping
of idesas regerding disarmament, for it is they who will ultimately be most
affected.” (A/PV.1987)

"It will be regrettable if any of the nuclear Powers refuse to participate.

I am confident that the non-eligned Powers will spare no efforts in inducing their
friends to participate in such a conference." (a7c.1/pv.1946) '
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m. .. it would seem desirable to maintein the one organ and create another body
to replace the Disarmement Commission presently handling the problems of disarmament,
that is to sey, the General Assembly and the WDC, with the letter body's membership
being ogened %o 'all States'! for participation in the work of this body." (A/881T,
annex I >

Iuxembourg

"Phe Government of Luxembourg has repeatedly advocated disarmement and it
favoure the convening of & WDC with & view to achieving this goal, If such a
Conference is to have every chance of success, it must be sdequately prepared and
the perticipation of the major military Powers, particularly those possessing nuclear
weapons3 is esgential.," (Note verbale dsted 1 July 1974 eddressed to the Secretary-
General ‘

Madagascar

Madagascar advocated "the holding of a WDC, the mein objective of which would
be the destruction of all nuclear weapons and all weapons of mass annihilation".
(4/PV.2055)

Malaysia

Maleysia "welcomes the initiative calling for the holding of a WDC. Such a
conference ... would provide a useful forum for the entire world community for
thorough and systematic consideration of this vital problem, <., It is important
to ensure the success of the proposed conference, that all the nuclear Powers, which
obviously share the burden of responsibility for disermsment, should participate
in it. Equslly impc-*int, the proposed conference must be preceded by adeguate
and thorough prepara.ion in all its aspects, without which it would obviously be
futile." (A/C.1/PV.188L)

Mali
"Poday ... the need for holding & WDC is felt more and more, In order for

it to accomplish any results ... such a conference must be prepared for carefully
by inviting all States to participate." (A/PV.2045)

Malta
"Fresh impetus must ... be given towards this goal /generel and complete

disarmamenﬁ?land the. convening of a WDC during this Disarmament Decade would seem
to be & step in the right direction.” (A/C.1/PV.1833, A/PV.1965, A/PV.2061)
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Mauritanis

Meauritania "welcomed the proposal for the holding of a WDC ... That conference
should be completely different from the international meetings that we have bvecome
accustomed to; in other words, in the light of the situation in which we are living,
that conference must lead to practical, bold, feasible decisions .,."
(a/C.1/pPv,1889)

"... the conference should be open to all States whether or not they are
Members of the United Nations, whether or not they posssss nuclear weapons, and
whatever their size and their economic or military power. Particular importance
should be attached to the participation of the five nuclear Powers,"

_(a/c.1/Pv,1889)

"eso the best framework in which to discuss disarmament questions is the
WDC ... The holding of such a conference with the participation of all States
would encourage the creation of an atmosphere of peace and dStente ceo”
(A/C.1/PV,19L3) '

Mauritius

"oss @s long as there is no comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty, we cannot
genuinely speak of the possibility of peace. It may be that such a& WDC as proposed
by the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is the answer. We
believe that such a conference, if adequately prepared .,., will bring about the
desired results, provided that the fundemental issues, including the stopping of
ell nuclear testing and the destruction of s&ll existing nuclear weapons, are fully
gone into first." (A/PV,2040) °

Mexico

Mexico had an ",.. attitude of unqualified support for the proposal to convene
a WDC open to all States which Mexico /had/ meintained uninterruptedly since 1965."
(ccp/pv.594)

The Senate of Mexico "decide@ to call upon all the rarliaments of the world
to extend their support, within the scope of their respective constitutional
powers, to the proposal to convene in 197l the first WDC, on the understanding
that all States would participate in it but that the invitation to participate
would have no legel or political impliecations regarding the internstional status

of any State." (A/C.1/1027)

"eee no one could call into question the responsibility which devolves upon
the United Nations under the Charter in respect of disarmament and the consolidation
of peace; ... all peoples of the world have a vitsl interest in the success of
the disarmaement negotiations. Similarly, and above all, in the light of the
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meagrée results that it has been possible to achieve in this area ... no one could
deny that today it is imperstive that every State should make a fresh effort to
ensure that effective disermsment measures are adopted, and more particularly,

' puclear disarmament measures, We also firmly believe that there would be no one’
who would call into question the premise that the convening of a WDC, which hed
been carefully considered and properly prepared, could promote and facilitate the
attainment of these objectives." (A/PV.2022, A/PV.1978)

"It would also be useful, if in the meantime, members who maintained contact
with the nuclear Poweres explored informally t.e possibility of reaching agreements
on the solution of some, at least, of the disarmament problems most frequertly
mentioned in debates., That would hasten the day when it would be possible to
convene a WCC in which all nuclear Powers would actively participate and which
would be open to all," (A/AC,167/SR.2) ‘

" __ it is an essentisl condition that all States possessing nuclear weapons -
all the five nuclear Powers - co-operate actively and effectively, spontaneously
and not as & result of force, in the work that will be necessery if we are to be
able to make progrcss on the road leading to the convening of the conference,"
(A/PV.2116, A/FV.2205) )

" . it will be essential that the nuclear powers should be in a position to
give this co-operation on a footing of absolute equality." (A/PV.2116,
A/PV,2205)

. " .. in such a delicate and complex matter, we must be guided by the wise
advice provided by proverbs in various languages, such as "no por mucho magg%gar
amanece més temprano” in Spanish, "let us make haste slowly" in English and "rien
ne sert de courir, il faut partir § point" in French, Naturally patience does not
have to be endiess, but it should not be incompatible with perseverance and with a
balanced approach permitting correct judgements." (Statement mede on 8 May 19TL by
the Mexican representative on the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmement
Conference.)

" . consideration of the item ... must not and should not be adversely affected
by disegreements which exist or may arise among the permement members of the
Security Council," (A/8693 and Corr.l)
Mongolia

"Mongolia supports the proposal of a WDC." (A/C.1/FV.1839)

" .. when in certain parts of the world there are still military conflicts

going on, when there still exists the danger of armed conflict on a global scaele,
when the unrestrained arms race, including the nuclear arms race, has a pernicious
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effect upon the whole of international life - the holding of a conference with

the participation of all States of the world to consider the problems of
disarmaement in all their aspects has become ever more topical, urgent and relevant,"
(A/PV,198T)

See also 2,

", e the holding of the conference itself would promote a further improvement
in the international climate, The easing of international tension can and must
be strengthened and supplemented by concrete disarmament measvresz."
{A/C.1/PV.1940) .

".eo the question of disarmament, in view of its importance, requires the

- participation 'in the conference of all the States of the world, large and small,

regardless of their political and socisl system or their status in the United
Netions or other internetional organizations, ... the decisive factor for the
success of the conference would be the participation of all States possessing
important military potential, especially all the permanent members of the
Security Council, that is to say, all the nuclear Powers." (4/C.1/PV.1873)

Morocco
e eto

The WDC "might appear to be & good fremework for bringing about nuclear
disarmament, on the condition that the conference would be preceded by
scrupulous preparation and serious and active consultation, aimed, on one hand,
at creating the necessary political conditions for the holding of such a
conference, and, on the other, at preparing the texts of the sgreements which
would be discussed and approved by the conference," (A/C.1/PV.1834,
A/C.1/PV,1875)

Morocco expressed the wish "that the problem of countries which, for one
reason or another, are not yet Members of the United Nations may be resolved snd
that the principle of universality necessary for the success of sucn an importent
and difficult enterprise may be finally confirmed by the United Nations before
the ineeting of the conference, thus meking it possible to give the Cherter its
full significance." (A/C,1/PV,1834, CCD/PV.581)

-3k



In the view of Morocco the success of the WDC "depends on the creation of
a healthy and relaxed international climate, not only in Europe but also, and above
all, in other regions of the world troubled by armed conflicts and by dangerous
and threatening tensions.” (CCD/PV.555) .

~

Nepal

Nepal "has always urged the convening of a ¥WDC, a conference in which all
nations of the world, including the divided ones, should be invited to
participate.” (A/PV.1955, A/PV.2043, A/PV.2136)

"A WDC has taken on an added significance because China's particivation in
the quest for disarmament will require new modelities and new forms for the
conduct of disarmament negotiations. The Zorin-MzCloy Agreed Principles of &
decade ago, and the Soviet and United States draft treaties on general and
complete disarmement will have to be revised ..." (A/PV.1985)

Nepal "feels that a WDC, if held after adequate preparatory work, is bound
to create a favourable atmosphere for disermament even if it may prove to be
incapable of solving all problems at one stroke. The holding of such a
conference will involve universal participation in the discussions relating to the
problem of disarmament and will help to. rally public opinion all over the world
in favour of disarmement. Some countries try to give preference and priority to
bilateral negotiations and agreements in the field of disarmament and cast doubts
upon the usefulness of a WDC. But matters as vital as nuclear weapons and complete
and general disarmament are of concern to all countries, big or small, rich or
poor, and therefore need to be discussed and solved in a conference where everyone
has a chance to make his views known. The success of such a conference necessitates
the participation of all nuclear Powers. Moreover, all countries should be invited
to such a conference." (A/C.1/PV.1950)

", .. adequate preparatory work must be completed before the conference is
convened. The first precondition ¢f a successful disarmament conference is that
ell the five nuclear Powers must participate in such a conference. Secondly, such
a conference should be convened on the basis of the principle of universality. All
countries, including the divided ones and those which are not members of the
United Nations, for one reason or another, should be invited to participate in the
world disarmement conference." (A/C.1/PV.1883)

Netherlands

The Netherlands "is willing to epproach this idea /of convening a WDC/ in a
positive spirit, although it has had to overcome some doubts as to the particular
contribution such ‘a conference could make to the furtherance of disarmement."
(A/8817, annex I)
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The conference "ecannot be expected to yield positive results unless it has
been preceded by thorough preparations and unless all important militery Powers,
and especially all Powers that are permanent members of the Security Council,
are fully disposed to contribute to the work of the conference. For that reason,
active participation in the preparatory work by all permanent members of the
Security Council would be essential.® (A/8817, annex I)

"A WDC might serve a useful purpose, if all militarily important States -
and especially all nuclear-weapon States - would participate in such & conference."
(A/PV.1995) ‘

New Zealand

"One of the ways in which ... we uight end the current deadlock on
participation in disarmement negotiations is to convene a WDC ..." (A/C.1/PV.1887)

i

-+ 8 UDC could thus have a useful roie to play in the disarmement process
. > important conditions would need to be met, namely: (a) a large measure

of agreement smong the participating States as to the agenda, procedure and
objectives of the conference would be required before it was convened: (b) the fuil
participaticn of all major Povers of political und military significance should

be assured. This would includs the participation of the five nuclear-weapon

Powers in the Preparatory process.

"New Zealend ... places particular stress on the need for careful
preparatcry work if there is general acceptance of the desirability of convening
a conference. The failure of a WDC could represent a major setback for the
cause of disarmament in general and adversely affect negotiations through other
channels for many years." (A/8817, annex I)

New Zealand "supports the convening of a WDC as soon as there is evidence
that the nuclear Powers are ready to participate. 1In this connexion, a decision ;
by China to participate in the disarmament negotiations would be widely acclaimed
and would contribute markedly to the climate and prospects for genuine
progress.’’ '

New Zealand believes that "the easing of tensions among nations has created
nev expectations of progress in the disarmament field and that such progress is,
in turn, essential to help underpin détente." (A/C.1/PV.1949)

Migeria

"In principle Zﬁigerig/ fully supports the convening of the WDC."

(ccp/Pv.s59k, A/C.1/PV.1875)

... a WDC is bound to facilitate progress [;? current efforts in the -

field of disarmament/." (A/C.1/PV.1875)
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Norwe;

"o have favoured, and still favour, the convening of a WDC. ... /it/ must
be thoroughly prepared in the sense that one has a reasonable assurance that it
will lead to positive results. This is to a large extent dependent upon the mein
military Powers, in particular the nucleavr weepon States ... which have special
responsibilities." (A/C.1/PV.1953)

"... a WDC could provide all States with further insight into the politically
complex problem of arms control and disarmament snd make them more aware of both
the risks involved in arms races and military confrontation and the need to make
hesdway in arms control and disarmement.” (A/C.1/PV.1886)

"The success of & WDC will, to a large extent, depend on the mutual trust
among the nations ... particularly among the most powerful‘ ones, and their
readiness to ccoperate.” (A/8817, annex I)

Oman

Omar "will fully support the convening of & conference on world disarmament
and related problems.” (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

Pakistan
"... we welcome the Soviet proposel ... for a WDC ..." (A/PV.1953)

"Should this situation [ST stagnation in the CCQ7'continue, we shall have
to give serious consideration to the possibility of establishing other forums,
including the convening of a WDC." (A/C.1/PV.1842)

"Je welcome any proposal for a conference of all countries of the world,
nuclear and non-nuclear, to give a new impetus to disarmament negotiation and
to the strengthening of the security of all States in the nuclear era."
(A/PV.1996) ’ '

" .. intensive consultaticns among all Member States have to be carried out
if the necessary conditions for the success of the WDC are to obtain."
(A/PV.1996)

" .. more than agreement in principle is required if such concrete questions
as the agenda and timing of the conference are to be decided, and we consider
that this should be taken into account in any proposal to convene a conference,
and the two - namely the decision to convene the conference and the question of
the agenda and timing - should not be separated.” (A/PV.1996)

Agreed “'in principle with the idea of a WDC; however, in any approach to this

question the following cousiderations would be of crucial importance: first, any
" new negotiating machinery which it is proposed to create must be genuinely based
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on the present realities of power. Otherwise, it will not be a construct%ve
addition to or substitute for the existing machinery of disarmament negotiations.

Second, we cannot ignore the fact that two of the five nuclear Powers have expressed

reservations about the proposed WDC and its timing. It goes without saying that
such a conference cannot usefully take place without the full agreement and support
of all the nuclear Powers. Third, those countries ... which favour the convening
of such a conference have themselves indicated that they are not in favour of
premature action, realizing that hasty action would only harm the goal we all have
in mind." (A/C.1/PV.1885)

Supported "in principle the convening of a WDC at the appropriate time. The
conference must so devise its agenda as to secure the participation of all nuclear
Powers in its deliberations. To make such participation possible, we need to do
more than establish another forum or to make changes in the existing machinery
of negotiations. It is only by concrete and substantial reductions of nuclear and
sophisticated weapons that Powers with overwhelming nuclear and other capability
will be able to establish their credibility in disarmament negotiations. An
important step towards buildins mutual confidence would be an undertaking not to
be the first to use nuclear weapons." (A/PV.2059)

Peru
"Peru supports the idea of holding a WDC."

* 'The important initiative taken by the Soviet Union has gained even further
importance with the effective presence of China in the Orranization, since now
the five Powers that possess the greatest war potential in the world and possess
nuclear weapons are Members of the United Nations." (A/PV.1996)

Peru believed "that the General Assembly should consider the proposal for
a WDC without any preconceived notions. Above all, the true origin of the
initiative of the Conference has to be understood. It is a very old proposal,
submitted by the non-aligned nations, which was extremely timely in view of the
stagnation of the CCD. Furthermore, the initiative must be considered as a means

of encoura(ing negotiations and ensuring future participation in them by all nuclear

Powers." (A/C.1/PV.1943)

"Peru considers that a further and indispensable stev for the strengthenin~s
of international peace and security is the convening Ly the United Nations of
a world disarmament conference." (A/PV.212k)

t

authority of universality, to breathe new life into the timid nepotiations that

are teking place at present, Those negotiations, as meny have already proved, have
only come somewhat close to what is conceptually considered disarmament.
(A/PV.1996)
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"Je believe that a WDC that brought together all countries affected by the arms
race, particularly the nuclear ones, £1d not only those Powers interested in
:preserv1ng a balance of terror, would give new impetus to this primary role of
the Organization. ... the conference should be open to. all States ... it is necessarv
to stress emphatically that it is indispensable that all the nuclear Powers
particinate from the very first stages of preparation of the conference.”
(A/C.1/PV.1888)

~

Philippines

An entry "to the disarmament negotiations for the two missing nuclear parties
'might well be provided by the proposal for a WDC.” (4/PV.1959)

The WDC "would be a major step in giving meaning and substance to the
Disarmament Decade, now running concurrently with the Second Development Decade.™
(A/PV.1959, A/PV.1953)

"A disarmament conference virtuslly and vitally affeets every country in the
world and it is only fitting that all countries wishing to participate in such s
conference should be welcomed. The progrese made towards the principle of
universality in the United Nations clearly points the way to the universality of
participation in a WDC."™ (A/PV.1994)

Supported "the recommendation that all the nuclesr weapon Powers, which are also
- permanent members of the Security Council, should be represented, &8s well as all
major military powers.” (A/C.l/PV.188Q)

Poland

"However undeniable is the respon81b111ty of the bi,.: Powers for internationai

- security and world peace, the respongibility for disermament must be shouldered

by the entire international community. ... A WDC would be the most appropriate venue
in that respect." (A/AC.167/L.2, Add.l; A/PV.1985)

"We fully endorse the initiative to convere a WDC. At present there are
proper conditiaps for the convening of such an suthoritative for:m end for ensuring
that its debates produce positive results.” (A/#V.20k2, A/881T, annex I)

"Poland is consistently guided by the desire for general and complete
disarmament. Hence, we favour the speediest possible convocation of the WDC. ...
the conference could become a turning point in the efforts aimed at freeing mankind
from the tremendous-burden of armaments, strensthening world veace and promotiug the
successful socio-economic devélopment of the nations of the world.'

(A/PV.2130, A/PV.1953, A/FV.2130)
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Participation in the WDC "shoulh be universal. All States of the world -
Members of the United Nations and noh-members big end smell, developed and
developing, those belonging to mllltpry grouplngs and those whlch are non-aligned
or neutral - should be assured of participation in the conference." (A/PV.1985)

|

"One of the basic prerequisites of the convening of a WDC would be to secure
a universal participation, and especially that of all the great Powers and of ,
countries with a significant military and industrial potential. Past experience 4
shows that the absence of this precondition has made it impossible for the United
Nations even to embark on the preparatory work for a WDC." (CCD/PV.575)

For Poland "it was essential that &ll the nuclear Powers should participate
in a WDC and also in the preparatlons for such a conference." (A/AC.167/SR.5,
A/PV.1985)

See also 2,

Romania
"... intensification of the struggle to bring sbout general disarmament and,

in particular, nuclear disarmament, is vitally necessary. To that.end, the

convening of a WDC would be a very significant step ..." (A/8817, annex I)

"By its composition, organization, activities and working methods, the WDC
should provide a democratic forum, based on the principle of equality of rights of
States. ... it /is/ essential to ensure that all countries, large, smell and
medium~sized, whether or not possessing nuclear weapons, Members and non-members
of the United Nations alike, can participate effectively and on an equal footing
in the dlscu551ons and negotiations of the conference and in the adoption of all
its decisions." (A/8817, annex, A/C.1/PV.1876)

Rwanda

"In proposing the convening of a WDC of all Member and non-Member States, ...
Rwanda and all non-aligned countries are faithful to the traditional principles ...
of peace and co-operation among natioms." (A/PV.199k)

By voting in favour of the WDC "we shall have taken an extremely important
step on the road leading towards the true progress of nations.” (A/PV.199k)

Saudi Arabia

"There is no doubt but that the desire of the Soviet Union and other States
to hold a WDC at some future date is laudable,. ..." But, "some of those States
vhich have nuclear weapons and other lethal weapons of mass destruction in their

arsenals are not prepared at this stage to participate in such a conference, or
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&vm}to prepare the groundwork for it through certain committees to be constituted
outside the cco ¢, ’
nﬁ§ "some might contend that there will be minimal success even if the United
5) @tates snd China w1ll.not participate in such a conference. ... But notwithstanding
81l the conflicting views on the subject, we should not surrender to failure. A

%olution rust be found."

Ire |, |

] We may recommend that "the major Powers appoint experts_to meet privately
" @nd informally ... to set forth the terms of reference for /a WDC/." (A/C.1/PV.1877)
e f
"The terms of reference of the Conference should include the provision that
4he Conference should not serve as a platform for propagande by States, small or

big. It should be a technical conference...". (A/PV,1985)

e

e

g

N

P ",.. as long as France and China ... did not co-operate and participate in a
vorld conference very little could be achieved." (A/C.1/PV,1872)

G

ﬁ "A major prerequisite for the success of a WDC would be to stop testing
nuclear weapons." (A/PV.1985, A/C.1/FV.1833)

Sierra Leone

: Sierra Leone "supports the convening of the WDC particularly at this time
%men the world is witnessing a seeming improvement in the international political
‘elimate." Hoped that the WDC "will promote further the spirit of détente between
\the nuclear Powers aud the normalization of international relations.”

{(A/C.1/PV.1953, A/PV.1949)

?

i Both the CCD and the bilateral US-USSR talks "have in their own wey been
making & valuable contribution to the prevention of a global war, but this is not
enough. For complete success, the nations of the world ought to be involved. It
is therefore necessary to examine on a broad basis all disermament questions in a
WDC where all States, Members and non-members of the United Nations alike, can meet
and give expression to their views." (A/Pv.1889)

'né A WDC must include all States, because any State not participating "might not
| feel itself disposed to abide by any -decisions taken by" the WDC, (A/PV.1889)

‘ It was "sbsolutely necessary for the United Nations to do all in its power
{to promote a better climate so far as the call for & world disarmament is

‘ concerned." (A/PV.2060)

ﬁ "Participating in the conference itself must be all-inclusive. It would be

| futile if all militarily significant States, whether or not they are Members of the

| United Nations, as well as ell States which wish to participate, whether Members of

| the United Nations or not, were pot invited to teke part in the deliberations. ...
Hoped that more flexible attitudes will ultimately prevail and that both /China

. and France/ will participate without any preconditions whatever." (4/C.1/Pv.1889)
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Somalia

For Somalia "a great opportunity for truly significant progress towards
disarmament is afforded by the initiative of the Soviet Union in calling for a
WDC on both nuclear and conventional weapons. My Government will give its full
support to the proposal that such a conference should be convened by the General
Assembly, Disarmament, like other majJor questions of survival, must be approached
with a global view, and can be resolved only by the agreement of the world
community . (A/PV.1943)

Spain

"Me ideal of general and complete disarmament, under appropriate
international control, is becoming sufficiently established in the minds of
Governments and in the consciousness of peoples for the convening of a WDC. ...
the treaties and conventions recently concluded both bilaterally and unilaterally,
with the aim of limiting the production and use of nuclear weapons and
prohibiting bacteriological weapons demonstrate the real possibilities which exist
in this field, at the same time, the deficiencies of one or another of those
agreements , both in scope and content and in the number of accessions to them,
also demonstrate the need to approach disarmament as an undertaking common to
all States and to take into account and co-ordinate the views of all, which can
be done only in the context of a WDC." (A/8817, annex I, A/PV.1995,
A/C.1/PV.19L6)

Spain is "in favour of convening & WDC. ... That conference would be the
political and collective forum most appropriate for the thorough analysis of what
has already been achieved and what still remains to be done in the field of
disarmament and preparing a programme of action ...". (A/C.1/PV.1881)

... the conference must be carefully prepared" ande"synchronized with .’

progress of gpecific bilateral agreements which may be arrived at."
(a/C.1/PV.1881, A/AC.16T/SR.4)

Spain "believes in the advisability of convening as s~on as possible a WDC
open to the participation of all States.” (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

Sri Lanka

"It is precisely because the CCD and other forums have not made sufficient
progress that we consider it timely for the General Assembly to assume the
responsibility ... under Article 11 of the Charter of considering the general
principles of co-operation in the maintenance of international peace and security,
including the principles governing disarmament and the regulation of armements.

A world conference devoted solely to disarmament could give its undivided attention,,
free from the pressure of other business such as we have in the First Committee, to .
the entire range of problems falling within the purview of the CCD, without being

unduly selective in the treatment of the question. We agree with those who maintain:

=L



‘ﬁhat to be successful the conference must he attended by all the nuclear Powers
and be open to all States, and also that it requires careful preparation.”
(r/C.1/PV.1887)

"The major Powers have an opportunity of providing an earnest of their good -
faith and thus creating a favourable climate for such a conference if thay
_pledge themselves to a total and unqualified renunciation of the use of nuclear
weapons; a comprehensive test ban treaty, to be concluded without further excuses
or delay; the total cessation of the manufacture of all nuclear weapons; and the
dismantling of all nuclear arsenals.” (A/PV.2145, A/PV.2061)

. Sudan

Sudan "supported resolution 2930 (XXVII) with the view that all States in
the worid could find an opporturity to participate in and contritute to the
disarmament efforts. Our hope has been that such a forum would enhance the
effectiveness of the United Nations deliberative machinery and minsht contribute
toc the realization of the objective of the Disarmament Decade.

"Sudan regards one aspect gs of the utmost importance - *uat is, the
participation of all nuclear States. This is, perhaps well understood since the
’Assembly has accorded first priority to disermement in weapons of mass destruction.
It is therefore essential for the success of tne conference to ensure the
participation of all nuclear States, unl-:- we are seeking to disarm the unarmed.”
(A/AC.1/FV.19L1)

‘Sweden

"If & spectacular nevw beginning were made, it might release forces of political
determination to turn the spiral of the arms race downwards, instead of incessantly
upwards. We must therefore be looking for some new way, even some new mechanism
to meke multilateral disarmament negotiations effective. This is the reason why
my Covernment has come to pin certain hopes on a WDC." (A/C.1/PV.1882)

",.. after 12 vears of frustrating failures since the hopes were raised by the
- Zorin-McCloy agreement, we need to create some more effective mechanism for
grappling in éepth and deteil with disarmement. ... This is the overriding reason
winy my Government has given strong support to the proposal of calling a WDC."
{A/C.1/PV.19k1)

WDC “must fuifil two conditions: (1) secure the participation of all major
Powers and particularly all nuclear weapon States; (2) be well prepared."
(a/c.1/pv.10k1, A/PV. 2062, CCD/PY.5T76)

"We must now try to assess ... a reluctance on the part of the United States
and China to participate. If their objecticns are based, in the case of the
United States, on an unwvillingness to reduce at all its extrzordinary military
pover, or, on the part of China, on a desire to gain time in order to arrive at a
similar military-power status, thcn there is little hope for disarmament at all."
(A/C.1/PV.1882) :
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Two pre-conditions stated by China for holding of a WDC “should figure on
the conference agenda, to be dealt with more or less urgently in the order of
priorities established." (A/C.1/PV.1882)

"... when searching for a forum where all can contribute to the debate on
disarmoment issues, we should not overlook the machinery within the United Nations,
primarily its Disarmament Commission." (A/PV.1989)

Syrian Arsb Republic

"As a developing non-aligned State, we fully support all international
efforts aimed at complete ani comprehensive disarmament that would free the world

‘from its fear of a nuclear war through the destruction of existing nuclear

stockpiles, the prohibitiorn of further production of nuclear weapons snd the
establishment of effective international control to see to it that these goals are
fully implemented." (A/PV.2058)

In the view of the Syrian delegation, "A world conference on disarmament must
necessarily proceed from a clear vision of the kind of orderly world fow which
the component States are called upon to disarm." (a/c.1/Pv.1887)

"... all nuclear Powers should particivate in the conference: otherwise it
will be a failure." (A/C.1/Pv.1887)

Thailand

"... a WDC as proposed by the Soviet Union certainly deserves the active
support of all countries of the world.” (A/PV.19L6)

“... there appears to be a consensus among the proponents and supporters
of the proposal that such a conference /WDC/ must be open to all States, and
particularly that all nuclear Powers must take part, in order to ensure its
success. However, it has also become apparent that two of the nuclear Powers
maintain strong reservations about the proposal."”

"... Indeed, if a WDC were to succeed in bringing together for the first time
all the nuclear Powers, it would be a welcome achievement and a milestone on the
road to arms control. But, whether or not it is so intended, it now appears that
such an expectation will not be fulfilled in the near future. ... It is incumbent
on the nuclear Powers themselves to try to harmonize their views and to create
necessary conditions for the successful convening of such a conference."

(A/C.1/PV.188L)

"The proposed WDC has not berefited from the early orgenizational difficulty,
which can be resolved only through mutual goodwill and not by political pressure
Or manoeuvre. Since participation in the conference by all the nuclear Powers
and other militarily important States ig indispensable to its suceess, we should
explore every possibility of achieving a wvmpromise and refrain from acting in
undue haste.” "(A/PV.213L)
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Togo

"My Government attaches great importance to the problem of disarmement. World
pesce and security cannot be safeguarded so long as controlled disarmament: is not
realized. That is why we most strongly demand the convening, as soon as possible,
of a world conference on this burning question, because the death vehicles race
not only threatens world peace, but uselessly deprives a large part of mankind
of growing assistance for development.” (A/PV.2048)

Tunisis

"The WDC is one means of helping to create the climate of peace to which we
aspire. ... that conference, because of its importance and the acute nature of the
problems that will be debated in it, = suld be prepared with the greatest care in
order thet it mey heve every possible chance of success.” (A/C.1/PV.1951)

"... the basic task of the United Nations is to strengthen peasce and
international security. The WDC will, we are sure, contribute to the achlevement
of t' it wWltimate objective, because it constitutes the proper place where
representatives of all countries, great or small, nuclear or non-nuclear, may
varticipate on an equal footing in the discussion of basic problems that affect
the vital interests of all peoples.

"... the main problem facing the WDC was not to choose the site and the rules
of nrocedure of the conference but. to obtain the co-operation of the five nuclear
Powers. The essence of the matter was to bring closer the differing points of
view. It was therefore absolutely indispensable for the political aspeet of the
question to be teken into account." fA/C.1/PV.1951)

"There was no doubt that the majority of States felt that a WDC should be
held. All were agreed that the nuclear Powers should partlclpate actively in
such a Conference." (A/AC.167/SR.2)

Turkey

Turkey welcomed the "initiative takern by the Soviet Union to convene a WDC."
(a/PV.1994)

"... the success of a WDC would constitute a major achievement irn the field of
disarmament. In that connexion we have also stressed that two prerequisites for
the success of such a conference would be adequate preparation and universal
participation, including all nuclear Powers." (A/C.1/PV.1951,

A/PV.199%, A/B817)

Uganda,
Uganda supported the idea of holding the WDC. "The conference at this stage

would be a fitting climax to a decade of partial measures to prohibit or limit
nucl . tvsts and conventional armaments™. (A/C.1/PV.1888)
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At halal Ladainbh

"While we accept the premise that many useful forums exist, such as SALT and
the CCD in Geneva, many countries like mire have not been able to participate
fully in those bodies, and we can only look to the WDC as the venue where we can
all air and exchange visws on the latest armaments issues and messures to curtail
the production and proliferation of armaments™. (A/C.1/PV.1888) -

"... without the perticipation of the United States and China the conference
would not achieve many of the desired results". (4/C.1/PV.1888)

|

Uganda "considers it of the utmost usefulners .to the international community
that the WDC should be called without undue delsy, and that in that conference
all States Members of +his Organization should be répresented in the search for a
satisfactory solution that would eventually lead to disarmament and to the freezing
of military budgets and, it is to be hoped, to their subsequent reduction."
(A/C.1/PV.1943)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

"... the proposal of the Soviet Union for convening of a WDC is both important

and timely. Moreover, it is comvinced that the conditions necessary for arranging
that important international forum have ripened. It should be stressed in this
ccnnexion that the wrgent necessity of convening a WDC stems from the situation

of danger for all the peoples of the world that exists as a result of the
ever-increasing arms race." (A/PV.1989)

"... an understsnding of the necessity to solve the objective of a
cessation of the arms race by participation in the WDC will certainly help its
participents to seek a solution of international problems of a political, economic,
ideological or other nature, which divide countries and worsen relations between
them. On the basis of the principles for the strengthening of peace and the
security of peoples, and remembering that peace is indivisible, it is possible,
it is necessary, to find ways to bring countries togetner, to unite efforts
successfully to convene a WDC.

“... the sooner such a world conference tsakes place, the sooner will further
disarmement talks ... receivr a poverful impetus, and the sooner will conerete
results in the halting of the arms racc be achieved.” (A/PV.1989,

A/PV.1958 A/881T, annex I)

— Ukrainian SSR "deems it essential that all countries teke part im this work
{of the WDC/ no macter whether they are Members of ths Organizetion or not. Of
course, all States which play an important militery role must take part in the
work of the Conference, including ail the nuclear Towers." (A/C.1/?PV.1877)

"... it is essential to co-ordinate the efforts of all States in the world,
including without question all the nuclear Powers, without whose participation
it would be impossible to find an effective solution to the problem of nuclear and
general disarmament." (A/8817, annex I)



Union of Soviet Socialist Republies

"In the not-too-distant past, States have already approached the question of
convening a world disarmament conference, but for vdrious reasons it has so far’
proved impossible to hold such a conference. The general political situation is now

more conducive to this. \

"It is essential to meke the most of these developments, bearing in mind the
fact- that, although durlng the post-war years disarmament talks have been conducted
in the w1dest variety of places, all States have never yet gathered together to
discuss disarmament questions. Yet this problem affects them all w1thout exception.,

"The universality of the world conference and the participation of all States
might contribute to its success." (A/PV.1942)

Convinced "that conditions have recently become ripe for the convening of a WDC.
All peoples recognize more fully than ever before the need to adopt new decisive
measures to halt the pernicious arms race. Disarmament is indeed becoming a

universal demand.

"Over the last decade a considersble body of experience in internationsl
disarmaement negotiations has been built up, showing that a helt to the arms race,
and disermament, although difficult, are attainable aims. Evidence of this is
provided by the series of international agreements to limit the arms race which have
already been concluded.”" (A/8757; A/8817, annex I)

On this basis and "in order to achieve a radical settlement of disarmament
questions, it is essential that 8ll countries, whatever the size of their territory
and population or the level of their military and economic potential, should
participate in the discussion of these questions and the search for the most rational
weys of limiting and curtailing the arms race, and then of destroying armaments.
Disarmament concerns everybody, and for that reason all States, regardless of
dlffErences in their socio-economic systems, must play their part in solving these
problems." (A/8817, annex I)

"The convening of such a conference and consideration by it of a wide range of
problems relating to disarmament is designed to increase the importance of the
problem of disarmament in contemporary international life snd to draw the attention
of Governments and public opinion in all States 1n the world to this important

problem ...". (A/PV. 1976)

"... initiating the preparations for convening a WDC would reflect the interest
of all peoples in bringing about a further normalization of the international
atmosphere and the strengthening of peace and security. Convening the conference
would be an important step towards realizing the desire of many States for military
as well as political détente in international relations." (A/AC.167/SR. 2)

"The Soviet Union supports the opinion of the majority of the States Members
of the United Natlons that the participation of &1l the nuclear Powers ... 1s of
great importance." (CCD/PV.590, A/C.1/PV.193h)

=47=




The Soviet Union considers that "all the nuclear Powe?s must participate in any
agreement concerning nuclear disarmament. It was for prec1§e1y that reason that the
USSR also put forward a proposal to hold a meeting of the five guclear Powers to
consider thoroughly nuclear disarmament questions. Such a meeting could dQ the
important groundwork necessary for the success of a WDC. However, the Soviet Union
does not make the holding of & meeting of the five nuclear Powers and the convening
of a WDC in any way dependent on each other." (A/8817, annex 1)

"No one can conceivably deny that the solution of the problems of disarmament
involves great difficulties. But those international issues which have by now been
successfully resolved also seemed to be insoluble at the beginning. Therefore,
references to objective difficulties do not reveal the essence. The crux of the
matter lies in policy; and responsibility for policy rests with people, primarily
with those who are entrusted with power, those who stend at the helm of government."
(A/PV,2126)

"There are some who allege that the Vorld Disarmement Conference could not be
productive because of the large number of participants. But who said that
complicated problems should necessarily be decided by two or three States, or that
a broad international conference would not come to an agreed point of view?

"We harbour no illusions that the World Disarmament Conference will do away with
all problems at one stroke. It may last for several moaths or even several years.
Can there be any objections to that if the Conference contributes to the practical
solution of urgent disarmament problems?

"The argument is also adduced that the Conference might allegedly hamstring the
search for decisions affecting a smaller number of States. Such fears seem unfounded
to us. Multilateral efforts can only facilitate bilateral ones and vice versa.”
(A/PV.2126)

"... at this session of the General Assembly, as last year, the view has been
expressed that it is necessary to put forward as a prior condition which should be
met before the conference is convened the requirement that some States take
unilateral steps in the field of limiting armaments. ...

"... putting forward such requirements or conditions before any international
negotiations or before the opening of a disarmament conference is, in principle,
inappropriate if we mean to have serious negotiations or a serious exchange of views
among sovereign States on a footing of equality. At the same time, history has not
a few examples showing that prior conditions of all kinds are often put forward for
the purpose of preventing or wrecking negotiations. This is particularly easy to see
when such conditions include the deliberate selection of questions whose solution
gives rise to serious difficulties. Take, for example, the question of the
elimination of foreign military bases on the territories of other States: if the
convening of a world disarmament conference were to be made contingent on the
solution of that problem, one could safely say that such a conference would be long
postponed." (A/C.1/PV.1872)

"The ... opponent of the idea of convening the Conference puts forward in
essence his own idea, a thesis: Let others disarm, but my country will continue the
arms race. No. sensible, right-thinking person or Government that has a serious
attitude towards disarmament can agree with such an approach: Let others disarm, but
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we shall continue arming ourselves. This approach is the kind thet leads directly
to thermonuclear war and not to disarmament. ... '

"This opponent of the Conference puts forth another idea: that the nuclear-
weapon States should undertake not to be the first to use nuclear weapons. But why
only the first to use them? The Soviet Union put forward - as is known to -the whole
world and to the other 135 Members of the United Nations - another broader, more
convineing and more importent idea which would save the world from nuclear war: ‘that
of the non-use of force in international relations and the permenent prohibition of
the use of nuclear weapons." (A/C.1/PV.1985)

United Arab Emirates

n

»». condemns the use of force and the aggrandizement of arms ... supports the
resolution of disputes by peaceful means /and/ has nothing to add, in terms of views
or specific suggestions, relating to the convening of a WDC and related problems."
(A/AC.167/L.2, annex) '

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

The United Kingdom "recognizes the necessity periodically to renew the sense of
urgency with which the nations address the problem of disarmement and arms controel.
It recognizes also that it is of the highest importance that all the five permanent
members of the Security Council should be included in the international disarmament
negotiations. The United Nations General Assembly is itself a forum for such '
reassessment and renewal. But the United Kingdom Government does not close its mind
to any other forum for which there is general support. It would favour the calling
of a WDC provided such a conference had the general support of the United Nations
membership and in particular of all the nuclear Powers, whose active participation
would be essential to the consideration of measures in the nuclear field as foreseen
in the preamble to resolution 2833 (XXVI); and provided thorough preparatory work
showed that a satisfactory basis for such a conference exists." (A/8817, annex I,
A/C.1/PV.1941, A/C.1/PV.1985)

"... it would not make sense to organize 't;he conference unless all the major
military Powers - and that must include the five nuclear-weapon States - proposed to
take part in the conference and in the preparations for it". (A/C.1/PV.187T)

United Republic of Cameroon

"... in order to give new impetus to and breathe new inspirajion into solving
the problem of disarmament ... the convening of & WDC has now becctme imperative. It
is a question of resuming the negotiations that are underway, but on a new basis,
and giving a new dynamism to the efforts that have been made thus far on -
multilateral and bilateral bases". (A/C.1/PV.188L)

Cameroon "reiterates its support for the Declaration adopted at the Ministerial
Meeting of Georgetown in August 1972 ... in which those countries welcomed the
initiative taken for the convening of a WDC to search for effective solutions, and
stated their intention to co-operate to ensure its success ... it would be useful to
devise the formulas most conducive to ensuring perticipation by :11 States so that in
this enterprise the principle of universality, which should be applied particularly‘
in this field, will be respected". (A/C.1/PV.188k)

"Apart from the fact that it continues to confront humanity with intolerable
risks of a nuclear holocaust ... there is the equally unacceptable fact that the

~4g.



arms race is contributing to the diversion of immense resources from internstional
co-operation, which is so indispensable to the efforts of the poor countries. It
is precisely in order to remedy this situation that we believe it is so urgent to
convene the WDC in which all States -~ great and small, nuclear and non-nuclear -
would participate." (A/C.1/PV.1956)

United Republic of Tanzenia

"Only & Qisarmement conference on a world-wide scale would measure up to the
universal cry for an end to the senseless arms race." (A/C.1/PV.1887)

"If a conference to discuss general and complete disarmament is to be convened,
it should have the participetion of all States. Its chances for success would
thereby be greatly enhanced but, what is more, the chances for implementation of any
agreements resulting from such a conference on disarmame.at would be even greater.”

(A/PV.1951, A/PV.1989)

"In its opinion what is important is to have universal participation by all
States, Members and non-members of the United Nations, in such a conference.
Whether the conference is to be held within or outside the framework of the United
Nations will, thevefore, depend upon the best means to realize such universality."
(A/PV.1989, A/PV 20k3)

"... thorough preparations are ... necessary before such a confereice could be
held. It should also be ascertained that the nuclear Powers and permanent members
of the Security Couneil would part1c1pate in the conference: without them there
would be no meaning in eny negotiations." (A/C.1/PV.1887)

¥, .. overvhelming support has been given to the call for & WDC. The
non-aligned group of countries, during the last decade or so and in four conferences
within that period, have unaninously called for the convening of such a conference.
This suppnrt has been voiced here in this Committee by almost all countries - all,.
that is, but two, the United States and China, which have stated the reasons for
their reluctance or reservations. But my delegation believes that whatever
differences and hurdles may exist on this matter should be carefully examined with
a view to reconciling and overcoming them." (A/C.1/FV. 1887)

United States of America

"... we are sceptical that such a generalized approach (WDC) would produce
specific accomplishments. All post-war experience indicates that a concrete, step-
by-step approach offers Letter prospects for success than more grandiose schemes,
which tend to generate many words end few results.” (A/PV.1950, ,

A/PV.1996)

The United-States does not believe "that & WDC could in fact contribute at
this time to. the achievement of concrete arms control agreements. -The history of
arms control efforts today shows that there is no substitute for careful, patient
negotiations. A large, unwieldly conference would not provide the sort of
atmosphere conducive to real progress; it could indeed be harmful to institutions
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that have alreedy achieved a record of proved accomplishment and that are currently
conducting ongoing negotiations. So far as the establishing of broad objectives is
concerned, we believe that this Committee, the First Committee of the General
Assembly where all nuclear Powers are represented, is performing this task and that
it need not be duplicated in another forum." (A/C.1/PV.1782) )

" ... we believe it would not be inappropriate for the General Assembly, if a

consensus of its members wished to do so, to note in a resolution that a WDC could

play a role in the disarmement process at an sppropriate time." {a/C.1/PV.1872,
A/881T, annex I)

"In oommunicating views on this question to the Secretary-General we would
hope that Governments will ask themselves the following questions: What will be
. the likely results of such a conference? Will it in fact contribute to the
. development of sound arms-control agreements? Is there a real need to replace or
. to duplicate the regular review and assessment of arms-control issues by the

international community which is, as we all kiow, one of the central purposes of
the arnuel meetings of the General Assembly? Realistically, we believe that such
- & conference will not accomplish these purposes; and accordingly we find it .
difficult to see what might be gained by holding the conference. Serious progress
in disarmament requires a search for compromise snd accommodation through quiet
businesslike exchanges of views in an atmosphere relatively free of polemics. We

. seriously doubt that these would be the characteristics of a world disarmement
. conference.” (CCD/PV.560)

"Progress on arms control and dissrmament issues would only be hindered by
attempts to demonstrate that certain participants desire disarmsment while others
do not. Unfortunately, as was evident at the most recent session of the General
. Assembly, discussions regarding a WDC are conducive to exchanges of this nature and
. also to heated exchanges pertaining to metters wholly extraneous to the solution of
" arms control and disarmament problems. The premature convening of a WDC or of a
" preparatory commission would, we believe, be more likely to produce this kind of
. harmful rhetoric rather than the purposeful , quiet and businesslike exchanges of
i views needed for serious work on the underlying security issues and complex
. technical problems involved in the present stage of the disarmement process."

- (A/8817, aunex I)

: "Progress towards disarmament is difficult in large part because the ‘

‘ international issues and antagonisms that stimulate weapons competition remain
“unresolved. It would not be possible to come to grips with these issues in a
responsible and purposeful way through the premature convening of a world
conference. We therefore believe the General Assembly should avoid raising hopes
throughout the world that it might now be possible to meke rapid, major progress
towvard general disarmement through preparations for, and convening of a WDC. To
decide now to begin such preparations or to set a time for such a conferemce would
inevitably lead to frustration and disappointment. The result would be daraging,
not helpful, to the real task of developing the techniques and mutusl confidence
involved in limiting and reducing armaments." (A/8817, ennex I)
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"We ettach importance to the maintenance of an effective, expert and
- experienced body of limited size to carry out multilateral arms control and
disarmament negotiations. The need for experience and consistency in membership
derives from the inherent complexity and difficulty of the subject-matter. The
need for a conference of limited size comes not from any desire for exclusivity,
but rather from the dynamics of the process of developing broadly acceptable treaty
restraints on armements." (A/8817, annex I)

"Issues relating to the organization of multilatersl arms control negotiations
are extremely delicate and sensitive. We believe that they should be approached in
a thoughtful, prudent menner through informal consultations. We believe it would
only be harmful to attempt to deal with them through the early convening of a WDC.
Such action could create pressures on States to adopt rigid positions on issues that
can only be settled through the exercise of patience and flexibility. The premature
convening of a WDC might thus, without providing effective substitutes, undermine
existing institutions which have mede important contributions in the arms control
and disarmament field." (A/8817, annex I)

"For such a confersnce not to disappoint the hopes of all those wishing to see
rapid progress in disarmement, the conference would have to be able to offer resl
prospects of agreement on significant arms control messures. However, it is not
the lack of a suitable forum, but the lack of political agreement which prevents us
from taking more far-reaching steps towards a more peaceful order with reduced
levels of armaments. A WDC would be less likely to overcome this lack of agreement
than to fall victim to it. The end result could well be a slow-down in our work
combined with vhe dashing of expectations everywhere. Therefore we oppose convening

a WDC or setting a date or starting preparations for one at this time."
(a/c.1/PV.193k, A/C.1/PV.1985)

Uruguay

Uruguay "resolutely supports that proposal Z;? a WDQ?. Disarmament items are
of interest to sll States, developed or developing, wealthy or poor, because ..., the
fate of all mankind is at stake." (A/C.1/PV.18k41)

"... this conference /WDC/ will yield a constructive instrumentation and not &
negative one." (A/C.1/PV.1878)

The WDC should be "fully universal". (A/C.1/PV.1841)

Venezuela

. to half the arms race ard try to achieve adequate control over wespons
through effective United Neations supervision ... the best way +e. is through the
convening of a WDC, to be carefully prepared." r(A/C.l/PV.1953)

",.. there is urgent need to convene the WDC as the only possible means of
devising adequate formulas and procedures that will lead to general and complete
disarmement under effective international control." (A/C.1/PV.1953)
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The WDC "shovld be open to all States without any exception at all".
(A/PV.1992, A/C.1/PV.188T)

Speeking "of the participation of all Ststes without exception" means "all those
who meet the generally accepted criteris of exercising effective Jurisdiction over a
given population and a given territory, whether or not they are Members of the
Organization or of the specialized agencies, and quite independently of whether they
are recognized or considered to be such by all other States". (A/PV.1992)

"The non-aligned nations ... advocated the holding of a WDC," (A/C.1/PV.1887)

".so the success of the conference proposed will depend in particular on the
participation of all the military Powers, and particularly the participation of the -
nuclear Powers." (A/PV,1992)

Yugoslavia

Yugoslavia welcomed the proposal on e WDC as an idea which for years hses been
on the agenda of "gatherings of the non-sligned countries and in favour of vhich the
United Nations has plreasdy declared itself in jts resolution 2030 (XX) of
29 November 1965". {A/PV.1987)

It is "Indispensable ... to intensify the efforts of the whole internationai
community towards finding ways and means for strengthening world peace and
international security as well as for creating conditions enabling countries in the
world to consolidate their independence and achieve unhampered economic snd social
progress., Disarmament is an essentisl element and an inseparable part of that
process,"

".es 8 WDC, under the auspices of the United Nptions, and with the
participation of, and respect for the vital interests of, all countrizg, would
provide favourable conditions for the realization 6f these objectives." (a/8817,
ennex I, A/C.1/PV.1877, A/C.1/PV.19k1, A/PV.1987)

"eee the largest possible share of the resources released through disarmaement
should be utilized for more rapid solut?-n of problems of development, The
convening of the WDC is ... the bes” way to initiste the process of genersl
disarmement, particularly nuclear .isarmament," (A4/PV.2130)

"eeo the holding cf the WDC could contribute considerably towards the
formulation of a comprehensive platform for ... & new policy [of armsments/ which
will enable all countries to tske an active part in further efforts in the field of
disarmament." (CCD/PV,595) '

".es the position taken by the Government of the SFR of Yugoslavia in this
metter has been fully Justified by the most recent developments in the world,
namely, that even greater efforts should be invested in order to make it possible
to convene - after appropriste preparations - a world disarmement conference as
soon as possible." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.b)
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Zaire

Zaire supported the convening of a WDC. The General hssembly resolution
/2930 (XXVII)/sdopted by an overwhelming mejority, "represented ... a new and
Important steép towards the continuing search for solutions to the question of
disarmement." (A/C.1/PV.1949, A/C.1/PV.1889)

Zaive "called upon all parties to overcome the difficulties which separated
* them so that the conference, so long awaited by peace-loving peoples, could be
held." (A/AC.167/SR.5)

-Zambia

"We remain strongly convinced that a World Disarmament Conference would be a
most significant endeavour and perhaps a real begirning in the search for genuine
disarmement ... We remain convinced that all nations must participate fully as
equals, in all discussions that touch on their peace and security. Any bilateral
decisions among big powers which affect other nations, big or small, without full
consideration for their legitimate interests are unacceptable to us., Furthermore,
we consider world peace and security based on balance of power, which seems to be
the framewerk of accords bilaterally negotiated between the SUper powers, &as
nothing but an illusion.” (A/PV.2130)

"The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remains one of the biggest
problems of our time. If the erms race is to be arrested, there is need to convene
& WDC at which all nuclear Powers should be invited to participate without any
preconditions «ese Such s conference would contribute significantly to international
peace and security. Our goal must remsin general and complete disarmament, not just
one-sided measures, like the non-proliferation Treaty, which are intended to
maintain the status guo." (A/PV.1945, A/C.1/PV.1883. A/PV.2130)

"We are calling for & conference which we hope will produce positive results
in the field of disarmament, It is also our belief that for the success of the
conferénce it will be necessary to undertake thorough preparations. ... The
participation of all puclear countries in such a conference must be assured,"
(A/C,1/PV. 1947, A/PV.2130)

"Since matters of international security affect s8ll of us, we strongly believe
that all nations of the world should participate fully in the discussion of such
matters, We therefore welcome the proposal to convene s WDC, st which we hope gll
States, nuclear and non-nuclear, will participate as equsls." (A/PV,.2051)
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2. Yair objectives of the Comference

Afghanistan N

In & WIC the priorivy aim end objective may be muclear disermement, "foo
nuclear arms are by far the most dsngerous snd destructive weapons ...”.
(A/C.1/PV.1883)

"o through the concerted efforts of all Members ... an agreesent might be
reached whereby the big Fowers would egree on the elimiretion of all muclesr
weapons and weapons of mass destruction, as vell as on the conclusion of &
convention on ganeral, complete and vmiversal dissrmawent vndey effective
international control". (&/C.1/PV.1883)

Argentins

See 1.

Australie

WDC "should have objectives and an sgende which commended general scceptance”.
(A/8617, annex I)

Austrie

The WDC "should provide an opportunity to @iscuss all aspects of disarsament,
arms limitetion and arms control; lead, if possible, to concrete egreements; dmparg
e positive momentum to further negotiations in the varicus fields of disarmement.
8ince such further negotistions may, for rractical reasons, egein tske place in
Amaller bodies, one of the tasks of the conference ghould be to discuss the most
eppropriate form and composition of such e body or bodies.® (A/3817 » anmex I)

The Conference's purpose “would be to strengthen the detesmination of
governments to helt and reverse the arms race.” (A/PV.1990)

Belgium

WDC "should ensble Governments to affirm end i on record the present political
attitudes regarding disarmament. Thus, for Belgium, the pein objective of the
conference would be to give & new impetus to disarmement efforts. ... it shouid
avoid taking a purely technical spproach to paoblems. Bether, it should work cut
guidelines and esteblish priorities for the negotisting body™. (a/8817, ennex T)

Brazil

"The conference must be simed at strengthening internstiomal securiiy, and ...
the highest priority should be given to nuclear dissrmsment. Furthersore, the
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conference should be able to give general guidelines on future disarmement
negotiations and other related questionz, establishing a programme for those
negotiations and the apvropriate international machinery to ensure their success".
{A/AC.16T/SR.5)

“If and when convened, a WDC should be prepared to carry out a no-nonsense
evalustion of the significance of international agreements already concluded, be
they described as collaterasl pacts, confidence building arrangements or arms
limitation and arms comtrol measures, whether multilsteral or bilatersl. The
conference should also be ready to set gemeral guidelines for future negotiations
and to adopt a programme for those negotiations on the basis of unequivoesal
priorities, as well as to select the appropriate institutional machinery to effect:
those megotiations™. (A/C.1/PV.1878)

See also 1.

T... the main objective of a WDC is to provide an opportunity for all States
to give their views on various aspects of the problem of disarmament. A comparison
of the views of individual countries would make it possible to open up new
rossibilities for agreement on the praciical work to be done by States in that
field and for a settlement of the whole problem of disarmament, without this new
form of negotiations tsking the place of other already established forums, the
pecessity and value of which have already been proved.”

The WDC “should ... éraw up a programme of future versatile work of
disarmament, both nuclear and convemtionzl. It would instruct a body of its own,
and advise other intermstionsl bodies, to carry out concrete tasks based on a
universally-adopted megotiating procedure ... a number of disarmament problems which
call for an urgent decizicn ... could be settled during the conference itself ...
the WDC could pley an iaportant part both in ... quickening the entry into force
of ... agreements {(achieved, but not yet signed or ratified by some States) ...
and in vorking out effeciive means for their observance by all countries."

(AIBSJ:'L, annex I, AJC.31/PV.1i87k)}

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republie

¥... the conference should be = formm in which all countries ... could
exchange cpinions ... and present their positions and views on all aspects of
disarmament matters, including both weapons of mass destruction and conventionsl |
weapons and armed forces, in order by their joint efforts to determine more
effective ways and means of solving this problem.” °(A/8817, annex I)

Canada

. The aim was "... to facilitate progress towards general and complete |
disermanent by focusing world attention on the éangers 2md costs of the erms race



and on the urgent need to make progress in international arms control and
disarmement, by opening the way for participation in disarmament negotiations by
interested States which have not yet felt able to participate in them, and by
establishing the foundastions of understanding upon which agreement through
negotiations could be based." (A/8817, annex I)

"To the degree, then, that the proposal for & world disarmament conference
meets a positive criteria and can be effective in focusing world opinion on the .
over-riding importahce of disarmsment in an age of mass destructive weapons,
Caneda can be counted upon to support it." (A/PV.1987)

Chile
See 1.

Ching

The conference "must have a clear aim, that is, to discuss the question of
complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, and as the first
step, to reach a solemn sgreement on the non-use of nuclear weapons by all the
nuclear countries at any time and in any circumstances.” (A/PV.1995,
A/C.1/PV.19L9) _

Colombisg

The WDC "must be aimed at the limitetion of puclear weapens, with a view to
their eventual eliminstion, and the limitation of conventional weapons.™
(A/AC.167/5R.5)

~ub&

M. .. the primary objective of the conference should be the bringing-together
of all countries of the world at a place where each can express its views regarding
the problems of disarmament, for the purpose of achieving the total destructiom of
nuclear weapons and putting sn end to the arms race; but at the same time, the
conference should cleerly set forth the obligation of all States to respect and
guarantee the independence, security and territorisl integrit ' of all nations. An
eabsolute prerequisite for that process would be the dismantl g of the military
beses established by imperialism all over the world, which ¢ rve as spearheads for
their policy of expansion, subversion, dominetion and eggre sion." (A/C.1/PV.1883)

See aleo 1,

(_!xjgrus

Views WDC as "a means of bringing & new approach to the problem of
disarmament and its close interconnexion with other problems and & new impetus
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to the world effort. It might assist the nuclear Powers toward extrication from
the apocalyptic arms race". (A/8817, annex I, A/PV.1996)

"The conference should take a sober look at the road travelled so far in the
effort at disarmament and at the procedures adopted with a view to making the
 effort more meaningfully effective'. (A/PV.1996)

"... must focus its primary and main efforts on the cessation of the arms
race ... Halting the arms race is the key to the solution of the whole
disarmement problem. It is thie that will release resources for development.
It is this that will create a more peaceful climate in the world". (A/PV.1996)

, M. .. &8 new world-wide impetus to disarmament is both necessary and generally
desired. A WDC of the kind envisaged could clearly be the instrumentality for
imparting that impetus; for taking an integrated and comprehensive inventory of
the degree of progress on disarmament so far achieved, if any; for designing an
eppropriate agenda for future work; and for setting up such subsidiary bodies as
would be appropriate to the task of intensive and effective negotiations."
(4/C.1/PV.1949)

S-ee also 1.

Czechoslovakia

" .. it might serve as an impetus for the resolving of the outstanding
international conflicts as well as for the liquidation of the present hotbeds of
war, and for the attainment of the final goal -- the securing of a durable,
undisturbed and-lasting peace for the whole of mankind." (A/C.1/PV.1935)

WDC "will have a single objective -~ world disarmament." (A/C.1/PV.1873)

The WDC "also could make a complete assessment of the results of the
discussions on disarmament which have so far been attained and lay down the
prospects for the future." (CCD/PV.56T)

Denmark

A WDC "would constitute a forum for the presentation and exchange of ideas
and suggestions concerning disarmament issues, which could give new impetus and
inspiration to the concrete and detailed disarmament negotiations to be continued
in the forums and through the channels which are most appropriate for the conduct of
such negotiations. The main obJectives of a world disarmament conference might be
to review the actual stage of the disarmament problems snd to suggest principles
~and priorities for future negotiations of the above-mentioned concrete and detailed
nature". (A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PV,188k4)
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Egypt

The WDC "should ... endeavour to give a renewed and globally shared political
- impetus to multilateral disarmament negotiations. Such an impetus should be of

a nature and & scope so as to form a clear directive that would steer these
deliberations towards the achievement of meaningful arms control and

disermament measures, above sll in the nuclear field". (A/8817, annex I)

"... & close look will have to be given to the degree of functioning of the
United Nations collective security system devised in the Charter, which,
together with disarmament, is the mainstay of the preservation of international
peace and security". (A/C.1/PV.1879)

"... the time has come to deal with disarmament, particularly nuclear
disarmament, in a wider context than hitherto and to begin the process of
initiating an era of universal and reciprocal restraints and adjustments based on
the interdependent security needs and arms control expectations of all the countries
of the world. This, in essence, is why Egypt supports the convening of & WDC open
to all States." (A/C.1/PV.1879, CCD/PV.555)

"... it would constantly focus public¢ attention on the urgent need to find
adequate means to stop the race for armaments - particularly nucleer armaments -
as a first step towards the final target of complete and total disarmement'.
(A/PV.1985)

El -Salvador

"... the positive results that we might expect from a WDC ... to assess the
recent experiences gathered from conflicts and insecurity end the work done by the
CCD to reduce to a common denominator the conscience and the ideas of all members
of the international community without distinction; to give priority to international
and national concern about disarmement questions; to identify specifically the ties
between disarmament, collective security and the speeding up of development; to
pinpoint universal yardsticks for regional and subregional agreements; and finally,
to set in motion a systematic and gradual process to deal with disarmeament,
considered as a single unit". (A/PV.1994)

"... to analyse the problems of general disarmement and those of arms limitation
and control, not as such but in terms of collective security, development, and
regional and sub-regional security areas. ... to ensure that the disarmament
problem becomes the major concern of the world community, and to lay down the
general lines of short, medium and long range action with the fullest support of
world opinion. ... to formulate world disarmament strategy in terms that would
link it with world development strategy. ... to organize appropriate organs and
forums for the gradual but continuing and rationalized analysis and study of
disarmament problems not only in terms of nuclear weapons but chemical and
bacteriological weapons and conventional weapons as well, on the understanding that
considerstion of the problem on & global scale should be supplemented by detailed
consideration through regional and sub-regional areas since problems of mini-security
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call for solutions of mini-disarmament. ... to poiat out the basic elements and the
general principles of regional and sub-rexional security end disarmement treaties,
and encourage svpervised treaties on limitation of armaments, both among the great
Powers and the medium-sized and small nations. (A/C.1/PV.1883)

Finland

"The principal aim of the world conference should be general and complete
disarma <nt under effective international control. Disarmament presupposes the
elimina.ion and total prohibition of nucleer weapons as well as the reduction of
conventional armed forces and armaments to the level necessary for the maintenance

- of internsl order and internationel peace-keeping. In the world-wide efforts to
achieve disarmament specisl emphasis should be given to the abolishing of mass-
destruction weapons. These questions ought to be given due priority also at the
conference.”  (A/881T, annex I, A/C.1/PV.19L43)

"A necessary goel of the world conference would be to universalize the
disarmament negotiations. The perticipation in such a world conference of all the
permenent members of the Security Council, by the militarily significant nations
and by the divided States obviously remains indispenssble for the attainment of any

meaningful results.” (A/PV.2045)

France

8ee 1,

German Democratic Republic

%,... it should be the objective of such & conference to ensble all States of
the world, irrespective of their size or their social and economic systems, to
outlinz their views on problems of disarmement both in the nuclear and conventional
fields, to compare them with the views of other perticipants, and as & result of a
comnrehensive exchange of opinions concentrate their joint efforts on the most
suitable measures for solving such problems.”’ (A/8G17, annex II)

"Mhere is unanimity sbout the general purpose for which it should aim, that
is, Zeneral and complete disarmament; that aim can be served by the working out
end implementing of appropriste partial measures.” (A/C.1/PV.1941)

Ghana

" .. the main objective of the proposed WDC should bec to bring together, on
the principle of universality and equality, representatives of the entire world to
express their thinking and exchange ideas on the whole spectrum of disarmament
questions, with a view to seeking ways and means of solving them in order to achieve
the goal of general and corplete disarmament under effective international control.”
(4/c.1/Pv.1883)
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"Thus, we envisage a conference which will set to work 1mmed1ately to devise
a blue print for the Disarmament Decade we are supposed to be engeged in.'

(a/PV.1985)

"The conference should have the containment of the risk of nuclear war h%gh
on its list of priorities." (A/C.1/PV.19k6)

Guinea

See 1.

Hungery

"(i) To ensure that all interested States, 1nc1ud1ng particularly the five
Permenent Members of the Security Council, participste in dealing Jointly with
the question of disarmament.

“The crucial deficiency of the Geneva Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament is that the People's Republic of China and the French Republic do not
participate in its work.

"(ii) To evaluate the international agreements thus far reached on the issue
of the arms race and the problems of disarmament.

"(iii) To envourage new suggestions in order to prepare the way leading to
general and complete disarmament.

"(iv) To institutionalize the international consideration of disarmament
questions.

“{v) To intensify the irterest shown by world public opinion in the cause of
disarmement.” (A/8817, annex I)

India

WDC discussions "should naturally cover the entire range of disarmament
problems, including partial and collatersl measures, keeping in view the goal of
general and complete disarmament under effective international control. However,
in order that a sense of direction and purpose is maintained, utmost attentiocn would
need to be focused on two main objectives:

"(i) The highest priority should be given to measures of nuclear
disarmement and the eliminstion of all weapons of mass destruction.
“(ii) Savings from measures of disermement should be channelled to '
economic and social development, particularly for the benefit of the
developing counttries." (A/8817)
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A WDC "could have a-positive politieal impect in building up world opinion
and creating the required international climste for more expeditious and concrete
progress towards disarmament. It would assist in drawing up and developing
priorities and guidelines for more fruitful negotiations”, and "establishing
the framework within which further concrete measures through international
agreements could be subsequently negotiated." (A/C.1/PV.1880)

Indonesis

See 1,

Iran

"... we should welecome sympathetically any step which may help to bring
about general and controiled disarmement. It seems to us that holding a WDC
would be a substantial step in that direction. ... /It/ cen awaken world opinion
and create a favourable climate for the promotion of practicel solutions.

"... & WDC may dispel that resignation (created by inaction and slow
progress on disarmement) ... it may help to ease temsions and to strengthen
international security as the problem of disarmement cannot be solved
without solving the problems of security. (A/PV.1990,

A/PV.1940) '

Ireland

"... sympathetically disposed toward the aims of the USSR proposal for the
convening of & WDC to consider the whole complex of problems relating to
disarmament covering nuclear and conventional armaments, with priority, if agreed,
to be given to questions of prohibiting and eliminating nuclear weapons."
(A/PV.1987)

"... it has been suggested that the prohibition and elimination of nuclear
weapogs might be given priority. The principles involved in prohibition of use
have-been debated before and can be debated again but as long as nuclear weapons
exist there is po reasl guesrantee that these weapons would not in fact be used.
Eliminution of nuclear weapons will not be easily achieved but depends basically
on negotiation between the five nuclear Powers which alone possess such weapons.
In the context of the Disarmament Decade of the 1970s, useful agenda ideas may be
found in the comprehensive programme of disarmament contained in document A/8191,
vhich was recommended by the Ger~ral Assembly in resolution 2661 C (XXv)."
(A/PV.1987)

Italy

. "In our opinion, the definition of ... aims could be closely considered in
the preparatory phase of the conference. We would like, however, to underline
thet one fundamental goal ... should emerge from the Soviet proposal: general and °
complete disarmament.
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"This should be the main objective of the conference and at the same time an
inspiring, basic idea behind the consultations which should lead to its
convening ..." (A/PV.1995)

See also 4.

Kenya

" .. the following should form the main objective of the conference:

"}1. TFinding ways and meens of achieving an understanding on general and
complete disarmament;

"5, Getting an assurance from the nuclear-weapon Powers that they will work
towards the cessation of the arms race and the manufacture of nuclear weapons, and
the limitation of strategic weapons systems;

"3, Seeking the pledge of the nuclear-weapon Powers to agree to the
limitation of offensive strategic nuclear weapons delivery systems of defence
against ballistic missiles;

"). Exploring the peaceful uses of atomic energy through International
Atomic Energy Agency;

"5, Esteblishing ways and means of channelling the funds hitherto used for
the building up of nuclear weapons in the advancement of developing nations.
Furthermore, to ensure that all contributions of nuclear techrnology are examined
for the advancement of developing nations;

"6. Ensuring the elimination from the international waters together with the
air space above and the ocean floor thereof, of all forms of military installations
and logisticel supply facilities, the disposition of nuclear weapons and wegpons of
mass destruction and any manifestation of great Pover military presence in the
internationsl waters conceived in the context of great Porer rivalry;

“r Devising a system viiereby eppropriate arrangements are mede to give
effect to any internationai sgreement that may be reached for the meintenance of
the internstional waters as free zones." (A/AC.16T/L.2, enrex,

A/8817/Add.1)

Lebanon

"The conference  will have to review and appraise the results already achieved
in the field of disarmament, sanction new draft treaties and conventious submitted
to it, and formulate new directives for action in the third phase.” (a/€.1/PV.1889)

"Mhis conference is called upon to contribute to dispelling the growing fears
of mankind, to carry out progressively and by stages the prohibition of weayp-a: of

mess destruction and the destruction of these weapons and, finally, to arrive at the

desired disarmement to ensure international security." (A/PV.2041)
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Liberia

"... the coming Disarmament Conference should devote some time to an
examination and study of the means of insuring confidénce among the nations great
and smell; it should devote time also to developing plans to police the world with
satellites to monitor military activities in all States az & safeguard against an
arms build-up by a particular State.” (A/C.1/PV.1946)

“... the objective of the conference should be toc adopt realistic and
objective measures aimed at eliminating all types of nuclear wegpons aud achieving
general and complete disarmament under effective international control."
(A/PV.2051)

' Madagascar

See 1.
Maltae

“... one of the first tasks to be undertaken by the proposed WDC eould well be
detailed consideration of a comprehensive programue of disarmement." (A/C.1/PV.1833)

Mauritania

"... the conference should: first, seek the most effective ways of
prohibiting the use and manufacture of nuclear weapons and of destroying existing
stockpiles. Second, ccnclude an agreement on limiting and then halting of the
race in conventional wespons. Particular attention should be paid to chemical,
biological and bacteriological veapons, whose production snd use should be
strictly prohibited without delay. Third, reduce the military budgets and the
armed forces of each country and keep them at the level that internal security
requires. The sums thus freed cen be used for peaceful and productive purposes.”
(a/c.4/Pv.1889)

The WDC "should ... lead ... to the eradication and elimination of all
military bases that some Powers have built on the soil of other nations ... to a
reduction in the military budgets and the armed forces of all countries."
(a/c.1/PV.19k9)

Mexico

"The primery aim of the WDC ... would be to develop the possibilities of
effective action by the United Nations c++s completing existing international
machinery through the addition of an organ of universal membership which should
meet every three or four years and which -- without in any way infringing on the
supremacy of the General Assembly on which it would be dependent -- would in matters
of disarmament play a similar role to that of UNCTAD in its own field, that is, in
economic and social questions.
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"Among other tasks, the Conference would be entrusted with a careful study of
the practical implemerntation of the resolution of the General Assembly, with an
objective assessment of the progress achieved in the field of disarmament, comparing
the respective development of armements and disarmament, and adopting resolutions
which it deemed appropriate as a result of its work." (a/C.1/PV.1872) '

-

Mongolia

" _. the msin task of the conference must consist of uniting and redoubling

the efforts of all States -- Members of the United Natioms or not, lerge and small,
nuclear and non-nuclear, developed and developing -- to find the most rational and
generally acceptable ways and means of solving the problems in the field of the
cessation of the arms race and the achievement of disarmament; ... The conference
must also bend every effort to achieve concrete results on the most urgent
disarmament problems." (A/C.1/PV.1873, A/8817, annex I) - )

Mongolia “agrees with the view that the conference could most usefully
consider matters relating to ensuring the universality of agreements already
concluded and their strict compliernce. This is essential since these international
agreements have to do with measures of vital importance in the field of restricting
veapons of mass destruction.”

" .. a WDC would enable the Governments of interested States to concentrate
their attention on the most important aspects of the problem of disarmament, put
forward new ideas and points, and also outline measures that might have a favoursble
effect on the attainment of agreement in this vitally important area. Such a
conférence would also be an effective supplement to the bilaterel and multilateral
talks that are at present going and those that may be started in the future."
(A/PV.1987, A/€.1/PV.187T3)

Morocco

%... the main objectives of the conference could be: first, to ass:ss and
encourage the efforts made in the field of disermament on the international,
regional and bilateral levels; secondly, to ensure that world public opinion is
better informed regarding disarmement questions; thirdly, to prepare a world
declaration on disarmament which would become a charter for all countries of the
world in their efforts to slcw down the erms race and reduce military expenditure
for the benefit of development. That declaration would also serve as a guideline
for the different specialized agencies and negotiating bodies .on disarmament."
(A/C.1/PV.18T5)

Nepal

Nepal "holds the strong belief that a conference in itself cannot be futile or
frustrzting. Even if we fail to achieve the ultimate objective, we would have done
some good work if we, dat least, have trie’ to face the problems, fathom their
depths and scan their magnitude." (A/C.1/:..1883)
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Netherlands

The principal purpose of the conference would be "o stimulate a general
discussion on disarmament between the greatest possible nurber of participants, with
a view to establishing guidelines for further elsboration through appropriate ’
negotiations.” (A/8817, annex 1)

Nigeria

"Nigeria envisages that a WDC should heve as its main objective the bringing
together, on the principle of universality end equality, of representatives of the
entire world to express their thinking and to exchange views on the whole wide
spectrum of disarmament problems, with a view, of course, to seeking ways and
‘means of solving them in order to achieve the goal of general and complete
disarmament under internaticnel control. ... a WDC should play the role of a
constant and vigorous prompter as welli as that of & revitalizing rosdside filling-
station. In doing this, it should not only review past achievements but also
assess current efforts as well as set the necessary pace for future endeavour to
re-examine both the efficiency and the shortcomings of existing disarmament
machinery, with a view to modifying it as much as is necessary.” (A/C.1/PV.1875)

Norway ' I

"... it would be appropriate for such a couference to make & general survey of
the problems facing arms control and disarmament. «ss there might emerge & new
and deeper perception of the probiems, general political guidelines and an order
of priorities for future efforts in the rield." (A/8817, annex I)

"Held under the right circumstances, a WDC could help to focus the ettention
of world public opinion on the ever-increasing arms race in all parts of the world
end, in particular, on the resulting frightful financial burdens imposed upon the
peoples of the world. A conference could help to marshal much needed world-wide
suppert for limitation and subsequent reductions of armements. In short, a .
conference could provide a significant stimulus for intensified work in the area of |
disarmament.’ (A/C.1/PV.1886) s

"... a WDC might also help tc encourage countries to subscribe to the treaties
vhich we, collectively, as the United Nations, have commended, but to which not all i
of us, as individual nations, have yet felt able to accede ... & conference might |
act as a catelyst to enable all major military Powers to become truly involved in
disarmament negotiations. In particular ... /Norway/ hopes that the People's
Republic of China and France will be associated before long with international
disarmament negotiations." (A/PV.1992)

Peru ' P

"... the target of such a conference would be first to achieve a qualitative L
disarmament, that is, the suspension of all nuclear tests in all environments to S
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forestall any improvement in suck weapons. The second target would be the
achievement of quantitat_ve disermament through the eliminstion of existing
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction.” (A/PV.212k, A/C.1/PV.1888)

Philippines

"The WDC would not only bring sbout an atmosphere of urgency, but would_also
meke the public aware and informed of the goals end objectives of the dissrmement
negotiations.” (A/PV.199k4)

"The goal of the conference should be agreement on the ismportant priority
problems of disarmasment. Nuclear disermement looms as the most urgent gquestion om
the agenda, and Judging from his reports and pronouncements, the Secretary-General -
would be the very first to accord such priority to muclear disarmement. (A/PV.199%)

"The problem of general end complete disermament aiso deserves high priority.
My delegation attached particular importance tc this probiem as a goel of the
United Nations in the field of disermament.”

The WDC "would enable the international commmity €0 ..- strengthen the link
between disarmament and economic development. With the aim of achieving as much
progress &s possible towards the goal of general and complete disarmement mder
effective international control, the WDC should give consideration not only to the
awesome weapons of mass destruction but elso to conventionsl wespons, both on the
globel and regionsl levels. In other words, it should attempt to evolve an all-
encompassing programme that would lead to an agreement on gemeral and complete
disermsment." (A/C.1/PV.1889)

Poland

"s WDC should be guided by two principal cbjectives — first, to emsure that
all aspects of disarmement which are of interest to 211 States both in the nuclear
and conventional field, on global and regionszl scale, are discussed and — second,
to ensure constructive and equal participaticn of «il States in the discussion of
disarmament problems." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.1, Afc.1/P7.3828, AJC.1/PV.18Tk.

A/8817, annex I)

"The conference could review and make recommendstions on the political,
economic, social and militery aspects of disarmement.” (a/c.1/pPv.187k)

"... priority should be given to the elimination of ... weapons of mass
destruction.” (A/PV.1985)

Romania

Romania "... conceives the WDC as a high level forum for debate and
negotiation ... vhich would closeiy strutinize, and make an effective contribution
to the adoption of, concrete measures aimed at heliting the arms race and
achieving dicarmement and, in psrticular, at the prohibition and destruction of
nuclear weapons ...
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"The general discussions on disarmament held hitherto should be replaced by
effective negotiations, and eoncrete disarmament progrees should be prepered and
immlerented in stages without further delcy.

“Hithin the framework of the WDC and during the annual sessions of the United
Nations Geperal Asserbly, States should periodically consider the ranner in which
the conference is carrying out its mandate =nd review the progress =nchieved in
implenenting specific disarmarent rrograies, at the same time agreeing on any
further measures and action which might be required at each new stage." (A/8817,
annex T)

¥... the WDC should help to ensure that-people are kept fully informed of
developments in the arms race, with its serious comsequences, and of the present ‘
state of disarmament: the conference should also help to mobilize all the forces of i
"Peace and progress to promote the struggle for a rapid halt to the arms race and the
implementation of disarmament measures. World opinion should be informed .of all the
activities of the world conference, the efforts deployed, the results obtained, and
the views, suggestions and mroposals of States, so as to be able to exercise constant
and effective control.” (A/C.1/PV.1876)

¥... the essential features of the new stage Lof disarmament negotiations/
could be summed up as follows: wniversality of the negotiation effort; frontal
attack on the main problems going beyond general discussion; aend adoption, without
further delay, of specific disarmament measures. A major move in this direction
is the proposal to convene a WDC ...~ (a/pPv.1992)

“We conceive of such a conference as a high governmental forum with general
competence in the field of disarmament for debates and negotiations on the basis of
universal participation.” (A/PV.2058)

¥... each step towards the convening of the conference should be approved by
consensus by all States whether or not they possessed nuclear weapons."
(8/C.1/pv.1876, A/ac.167/sR.%) )

Spain

L

"The objective of the conference should not be confined to the discussion
of the various views expressed or ig the definition of the most effective means for
subsequently achieving effective disarmament, but should include the formulation of
& solemn joint declaration of readipess to accept and put into practice specific
and p:;'operly vrogramsed and supervised disarmement measures." (4/AC.167/L.2,
snnex,

Sweden

"... a world conference could provide such necessary inducement for further

Lgisarmamnjgl efforts. It would give expression to the growing world public opinion

for real disarmament. Tt would focus attention on the conerete issues at ‘hand and
thus encourage more studies, debates and political action. It would also provide
2 useful forum for a world-wide examination and review of the efforts in different




et

lwith nuclear problems in a universal framework.”" (A/8817, annex I)

global, regional and bilateral disarmament forums and for & coordination of renewed
efforts in this field. Finally, a WDC would offer new possibilities for dealing

TP possible it should cover both a programme for future disarmament wmeasures

ﬁand the question of time-table and the necessary machinery for conducting continuing

concrete negotiations." (A/PV.1989)

isyrian Arab Republic

The Syrian Acab Republic envisages "a world conference, universal, frank, away

| from polemics, a gathering for harmony, and & new era of understanding, where each
{perticipant airs his grievances, where international security is closely linked

| with disarmament, where the non-sligned countries can play their fruitful role in

| surmounting the differences ard harmonizing the views, among others, of the USSR amnd

the People's Republic of Chinas, which, in our humble opinion, stem frowm

| misunderstanding and difference of approach rather than from fundamental differemces;
|| where we would listen attentively to the views of France. After all, France has a
| case, an opinion and 2 stand, and we should explore them and not just deplore this

or that attitude. A conference should ensure a forum where every nuclear and

| non-nuclear Power can contribute its share to the realization of the objectives

of peace, justice and disarmement.” (A/C.1/PV.1952)

1 Turkey

o————

WDC "would be & useful contribution to the work being carried out in the
sphere of disarmament. Such a conference may give a new impetus to the
negotiations on disarmement and mey achieve positive results if an atmosphere of
confidence and credibility is created among all the participants, particularly
among all the nuclear Powers.

"However, it is highly important for the conference to adopt & realistic

| approach end give primary consideration to the security interests of all the

participating States, large or smell, in order to promote the objective of general
end complete disarmament under effective international rontrol.” (A/8817, anmex I}

| Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

it a WDC all States without exception could, ¢ a basis of equality, comsider
the broad range of problems relating to the cessation of the arms race and
disarmement and would have an opportunity to state their positions and by their
joint efforts determine the most effective, practicel and universally acceptable .
ways and means of solving disarmament problems, both in the field of conventional

| weapons and in that of weapons of mass destruction.

7... it would be advisable tc consider ways of achieving the main objective,

namely, general and complete disarmement.” (A/8817, annex I)
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WDC "should help to co-ordinate end intensify the efforts of all States in
the world to put into effect radical measures to halt the arms race and to find
a solution to disarmement." (A/C.1/PV.188k4, A/PV.2057)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

USSR considers that the WDC "would be a forum at which all countries of the
world without exception could, on & basis of equality, put forward their ideas and
compare them with the views of other countries on disarmament problems in their
entirety, both those relating to weapons of mass destruction and those relating
to conventional weapons and armed forces. ... The conference would undoubtedly
meke for the greater efficiency of efforts by States to agree on disarmament
measures.”" (CCD/PV.603, A/8817, annex I)

"The work of such an important international forum would help States to
determine and sgree upon the most urgent aspects of the disarmament problem, and
to point out practical and mutually acceptable and agreed ways and means of limiting
and putting an end to the arms race.” (A/PV.1978)

See also 1.

United Kingdon of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

"A WDC could play a useful role. It might, for example, help to encourage
countries to subscribe to the treaties which we, collectively as the United Nations,
have recommended, but to which not all of us, as individuel nations, have yet felt
able to accede. It might also act as a catalyst to enable all the major military
Powers to become truly involved in disarmament negotiations." (4/PV.1990)

The United Kingdom "regards the possible convening of a WDC as a means to the
end of achieving an appropriate forum which represents the realities of world
power, rather than as en end in itself", (A/C.1/PV.1877)

Uruguay

.Decision to convene the WDC "will give the Organization the sure methods of
eradicating the use and the manufacture of nuclear and other weapons of mass
destruction and avoid any act that will lead to armament beyond the supreme right
of thg defence of the State and the nation, a right that must g0 beyond the generic
denomination since disarmament calls for the destruction of all weapons that serve
for annihilation and for aggression". (A/C.1/PV.1876)

Venezuela

'“... the holding of a WDC is fundamentally intended to draw the attention of
the 1n§ernat10na1 c9mmunity to the magnitude and the gravity of the problem, and to
determine general lines of action in this field". (A/PV.1992)

=T70-



"A WDC should draw up a balance sheet of the results achieved in the field

!
t disarmament so far and determine, on thet basis, the basic trends and
Emntles of further activities as well as formulate the strategy of the United

tions and of the whole international community in the field of
sgrrament .

t ",.. Without underestimating the significance of partial disarmament
jasures,, the conference should exsmine the disarmament problems in their entirety,
iriving to link up the numerous pertiasl results and separate approaches into a

fole and thus open prospects for more rapid progress towards general and complete
Esarmament, as the final goal.

i

; "In this light a WDC should re-examine the relevance of the existing
lsarmament programmes and review them-—~ on the basis of =& thorough analysis, in
snformity with present conditions and proceeding from the principles adopted by
g §e United Nations in 1961 -- as well as the need for their reaffirmation, further

lshoration and more preeise formulation.

"On the basis of such an analysis and appraisal, recommendations should be
de for reaching, as a metter of urgency, agreements on further minimum measures
1 the field of disarmament, particulerly nuclear disarmement.

' "... a WDC should assess the implementation by Member States of the obligations
gsumed by them under the international agreements signed so far. ... the conference
ould also bring political decisions whereby conditions would be created for a

?re rapid solution of some current disarmament problems,

"... the question of the negative economic and social consequences of the
rms race for the world community and, in particular, for the developing countries,

[hould be given a prominent place at the conference.

. "A WDC should also re-examine the efficacy of the existing disarmament
lachinery and consider the need and possibility of institutionalizing the

lonference. ..." (A/8817, annex I)

; See also 1.
bia

; "The bagic aim of that conference should be to make a positive effort to
fchieve progress towards general and complete disarmament, and primarily towards
the banning and destruction of nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction.”

[A/PV.2051)
X

§
i

———y -
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3. Conditions and adeauate vpreparation for

Questions related to the convening and adequate preparation could be undertaken
bv a reorganized Special Committee or "another body could be created for that
purpose, or perhaps the United Nations Disarmament Commission could be entrusted
with this work. If the latter could be the case ... /3t would then function ac a
preparatory commitiee for the conference". (A/C.1/PV.1950)

Algeria

"... preparaticns for such a conference will determine its eventual sucrcess aad
will have to be particularly careful.® (a/c.1/PV,1880)

Argentina

"... if the conference were to achieve full success, a number of conditions
would have to be fulfilled beforehand. First, it would have to be carefully
prepared with due regard to all interests involve- vithout exception. During the
process of preparation it would be necessary, wi'.. care and patience but also with
perseverance, to proceed graduallv along the difficult road of prior consultations
in order to ensure the 700dwill or at least the acquiescence of all States called
upon to attend the conference. " (ccp/pv. 600)

“A number of delecstions have stressed the need to set up a preparatory
committee if it is decided that the conference be convened. We fully share that
idea and we supvort the opinions expressed on the importance of thet organ's
ensuring the particination in its work of the five nuclear-weapon States. Otherwise
ve should merely be repeating the blueprint of an 'atomic club' of three States,

vhich is not an objective reflection of present-day reality.” (A/C.1/PV.1673)

‘e .. we could hardly organize a WDC unless, in cne way or another, we ensure
the collaboration of these Jall nucleareweapog7'Powers in the preparatory stages.
Thus our concern must be directed towards the exploration of all existing channels.
in order to achieve that cojlaboration. If this is not possible within the ad hee

or speciel committee, we shall have tc seek other alternatives." (A/C.1/PV.1938)

Australis

There shall be “the need for cereful preveretion” if the WDC was to be held.
"This would imply that widespread agreement should exist as to such matters as
objectives and agenda.” (A/C.1/PV,1886) '

WDC "would require adequate preparation”. (A/8817)
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ria

woC "would have to be carefully prepared in thorough consultations among all
ymments. The many questions which in this context await solution relate to,
jg other things, agreement on the agenda, the proper timing in relation to the
wnational situation, and the participation of all militarily significant States,
wrticular the nuclear Powers." (A/PV.1990)

"It has been repeated many times before this Committee that the participation
jwelear Powers in the VWDC and, consequently, in any preparatory steps towards
. conference is indispensable." (A/C.1/PV.1899)

7

Many suggestions, such as renunciation of the use of nuclear weapons, which
tria fully supported, or a declaration that no State possessing nuclear weapons
ld use them first would have to be dealt with in the preparatory stage of a WDC."

2.1/PV.1888)

WDC "must be carefully and thoroughly prepared, not only from the technical
at of view but from the point of view of the substantive discussion itself".

0.1/PV.1888)

"The General Assembly should establish a preparatory committee of approximately
members entrusted with the preparation of the conference. This committee should
prise all permanent members of the Security Council and should be composed in
h a way as to be representative of the membership of the United Netions. Austria
1d be prepared to participate in such a preparatory committee." (A/8817,

ex I)

The work of a preparatory committee or a study group '"should in no way inFerfere
h existing machinery, especially the CCD and other bodies™. (A/C.1/PV.1888))

Doubted that the Disarmament Commission would be a satisfactory substitute for

WDC, however, it "could very well serve in making preparations for such &
ference (WDC) at the same time as it took up, as we hope it will, substantive

ues". (A/C.1/PV.1949)

gium
To ensure success, there was need for "serious and thorough consultations and

eful preparation”. (A/PV.1992)

"If a preparatory committee were to be established, it would be essential that
the major military Powers should be represented in it”, (A/8817, annex I}
I

tan

Supported WDC "with adequate preparations”. (A/PV.?OSB/)
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Brazil

" .. Actual preparatory work would have to be preceded by careful study and by
further efforts towards the reconciliation of the different shades of opinion."”
(A/C.1/PV.1878) ’

WDC would "require careful political and technical preparation”.
(A/C.1/Pv.1878)

"An adequate political preparation presupposes more than a series of meetings
by a preparatory body. It requires intensive utilization of conventional

diplomatic channels in order to ensure participation of sll nuclear-weapon States.,"
(A/C.1/PV.1878) |

“The existing United Nations machinery in the field of disarmament should be
fully utilized in the preparsation of a world conference. For instance, the CCD -
where some of the main political trends ia the field of disarmement are represented -
could play & role in the preparation of a conference by providing it with comments,
analyses and working papers." (A/C.1/PV.1878)

"It would be helpful to reconvene the Disarmament Commission as a preparatory
body for the conference. One advantage of doing so would be the fact that it was &
plenary Commission on which every Member State was represented", including all
nuclear-veapon States. Argument that the Commission would be large and not a
"propitious forum for actual concrete negotiations" can be overcome by "the creation
of as many ad hoc sub-cormissions as necessary, with a membership suited to their
specific tesks", including preparatory work. Given the politicai will on the part
of the nuclear-veapon States to negotiate, the Commission could be "better than any
other existing body, L§§7'set the stage for a successful WDC ..." (A/AC.16T/SR.S,
A/PV.2124, A/C.1/PV.19L42)

"A3 a body of the Assembly where participation is open to all Member States the
Disarmament Commission would make available a forum where all preparatory work could
be reviewed from a political standpoint, thus relieving the work-load of the ;
General Assembly itself. Moreover, at a later stege the reconvening of the Conference |
of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States could be envisaged so that it could work both as a
preparatory body and as a sessional organ of the conference. ... such a procedure
could be of help in the negotiations among the non-nuclear-weapon States themselves
and between them and the nuclear States." (A4/PV.1995)

Bulgeria

"... the necessary favourable corditions already exist for work to commence on
preparaticns for the convening of a WDC and that in the very nesr future practical
consultations on that question should commence." (A/8817, annex I)

"... the direct collaboration of all nuclear States at the actual preparatory
stages of the conference would accelerate that preperation ..." (A/C.1/PV.1938)
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Y. .. the preparatory body should consist of not more than 35 members ...
should, of course, include all the nuclear States and also the members of the CCD ...
The remaining members of the preparatory body should be selected in accordance with
the principles of proper political and equitable geographical representation.”
;(A/8817, annex I) .

~

‘ Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

"... this conference will undoubtedly require appropriate preparatory work.

| At the same time we believe that careful preparations ... should not be used in
- order to delay a decision to convene the conference." (A/PV.1995)

The preparation of the WDC "could be carried out by a prepaeratory cormittee,
. comprising representatives of all the nuclear Powers of all, States members of the
' CCD, and of certain other States, the places being divided amongst them in

~ accordance with the principle of balanced political end equitable geographic
representation. The preparatory committee could include representatives from a

~ total of not more than 35 countries ..." (A/881T, annex I)

i Canada

"Adequate preparation would be crucial to the success of any such conference.
Any exploratory body constituted by the General Assembly should include the
permanent members of the Security Council, other major militery Powers, other
States which have particular experience in disarmement negotiations, and adeguate
representation from the various regions of the world. A body of about 30 could
meet these considerations ... If called upon to do so, Canada would be prepared
to participate in such exploratory work." (A/8817, annex I)

A ?DC “... should be properly prepared through prior consultations". (A/8817,
annex I

China

", .. there must be clear eims and the necessary preconditions, so as to break
the nuclear threat of the super-Powers and ensure thet the conference will be
conducive to the realization of nuclear disarmement ... if any form of disarmement
conference or its preparatory meeting is to be held purposelessly, without
creating the necessary preconditions and without setting the clear aims of
disarmament, what practical significance will it have other than suiting the
super-Powers' needs of deceiving the world's peoples by their empty talk about
disarmsment?" (A/C.1/PV.1949)

Colombis
Preliminary work on examining the views regardinz what type of conference it

should be and a possible programme of work "is necessary and must be done by some
organ of the United Nations'. (A/C.1/PV.1950)

75~



"... the Committee on Disarmament should form the nucleus of the new
preparatory organ or study group which is to arrange a ¥DC with the narticipation
of all States.” (A/C.1/PV.1885

In advocating a regional approach to disarmament, sees "the regional sroups
Playing a decisive role in the preparation of the forthcoming 1DC." (r/PV.2131)

See also 1,

Costa Rica

Costa Rica "shall welcome with satisfaction any action intended to establish
scme organ charged with preparing, prudently but with firm resolution, the convening
of a WDC". ‘(A/PV.2049)

Cyprus
"... should be held only after careful and adequate preparation.” (A/8817,
annex I)

See also 1.

"The suggestion that the Disarmament Commission be convened and charged with
the task of appointing a small but widely representative preparatory committee may
have some merit." :

Preferred, however, that "the Assembly approve the convening of a WDC in
principle, and direct the Secretary-General to undertake consultations as regards
the modalities of the conference", (A/PV.1996)

"A small but ﬁidely representative preparatory committee should be appointed.”
(A/8817, annex 1)

Czechoslovakia

"... all countries, particularly all nuclear Powers bearing the primary
responsibility for maintaining world peace and security, will participate in the
solving of the question of disarmament, including preparations for and the convening
of the WDC. The preparatory work for ovening the conference may, however, be
commenced, even if some of the nuclear Powers still take a reluctant attitude with
regerd to its convening". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, A/AC.16T/sR.3)

"The mest appropriate step at this stage would be to set up a preparatory
body which in a business-iike, calm and consistent manner would summarize the
viewpoints of Governments concerning the organization and agends of the conference,
would study them, weigh the pros and cons and propose conclusions, after which, we
would be in a better position to take a concrete decision in the General Assembly."
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"The preparatory committee must include all the members of the CCD, together
with other States, in conformity with the rrinciple of equitable political and
geographical distribution." (A/C.1/PV.1873) )

"It would be appropriate for the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
start preparing documentation for the WDC. The CCD could also, in the course of
its work next year, prepare for the world conference summary material on forthcoming
talks, especially about concrete proposals relating to disarmement measures, which

-~y

have not yet been concluded." (4/C.1/PV.1873, CCD/PV.56T)

The General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session "mey adopt further decisions
related to the concrete preparations for the convening of the WDC as soon as
possible". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

Democretic Yemen

"Any preparation under the heading of 'preparatory committee' or 'study
committee' should take into consideration the fundamental arrangements for holding
the conference, the place, time and agenda of that conference likely to lead to
the most useful and practical steps which will reflect the real faith of mankind
in the possibility of avoiding mess destruction and death." (A/C.l/PV.1882?

Denmark
"... it could be borne in mind thet members of the CCD possess considerable
knowledge of disarmement problems and great experience in the ccnduct of
disarmement negotiations. It eppears most advisable and appropriate to ensure that
such knowledge and experience will be available and utilized in the context of
e WDC. It would be natural to entrust the breparatory work to ean organ composed
of 81l nuclear Powers, such other States which are members of the CCD, and a
limited number of further States. Tt would probably be advantageous to establish
co-operation between that organ and the Secretary-General of the United Nationms."
(A/8817, annex I)

"The preparation for a WDC and recommendations sbout the place and time for
such a conference and its duration should at an appropriate time be entrusted to
& preparatory committee." (A/C.1/PV.1884)

Denmark "... is prepared to take an sctive part in such preparations.”
(A/8817, annex I)

See also 1, ’

Ecuador

"... apart from the CCD we should be sble and must manage to create a

Preparatory committee for the WDC with specific terms of reference to study all the

-7~




preliminary and indispensable aspects, including the programme, which might contain
different stages and phases. The preparatory commission should be composed of

all the nuclear Powers on an equel footing, ... all members of the CCD ... and
other countries, particularly developing countries that have shown an interest in
the problem ,,. the preparatory committee should organize, and select matters

and essentisl questions, define priorities, and fulfil any other functions with
which the General Assembly may wish to entrust it." (A/C.1/PV,1883)

Egypt

WDC "must ... be preceded by adequate, careful preparations. Should the
General Assembly endorse the idea of convening such a conference, it would ...
either simply call upon all States to agree asmong themselves ... on the modalities
of the proposed conference, or ,.. preferably - to decide to begin some preparatory
work itself, The Assembly may then request the Secretary-General to obtain the
opinions of all States on the modalities of the conference, particularly on
questions related to its time, place, agenda, its level of representation, as well
as its relationship with the United Nations. The Secretary-General may also be
requested to consult the five permsnent members of the Security Council,
(a/pPv,1985, A/8817, annex I)

The prep~ratory committee "will have to meet for as long as it takes to
agree on a common stand, We are aware of the importance, and indeed the necessity,
of the participation therein of all the five nuclear Powers". (A/C.1/PV,1879)

"A preparatory body with s membership varying between 30 and 4O countries
should be created .... Such a body must include the five nuclear Powers. When
selecting other members, consideration should be given to balanced geographical
representation as well as to experience accumulated in disarmement negotiations,"
(A/8817, annex I)

El Salvador

A WDC "... should be planned and studied in the light of those objectives oo
which can be worked out in time". (A/PV.1994)

Finland

Finland "... concurs with the views expressed on the necessity to establish
a preparatory committee to ensure the thorough and careful preparatioas for the
proposed WDC"., (A/8817, annex I)

France

"Serious and detailed preparation for the world conferemce is one of the
pre-conditions for its success, and in these circumstances it is essential to
establish a preparstory body."




"Since no existing tcdy meets the ... criteria satisfactorily, it would seem
to be essential to establish an ad hoc body. In order to awoid any disagreement
that might result from what would necessarily be arbitrary selections ... this
body -should be composed of all those countries vhich, at the time it is established,
are members of the Security Council.,” /[See below./- (4/8817, ammex I) - _

"The essential role of the preperatory body which could be set up should be
restricted to accepting and exemining the suggestions whick might be submitted by
Governments and to drawing up a report on them ..., It should not be a committee
per se of the conference and it should therefore not discuss questioms of substance.
It should even be understood right now that once the committee has completed its
task and the conference meets it should quite simply dissppear end should not
continue to exist in any form whatever - either as a working group o 88 a
specialized committee. Any move in this directiom wouid result in reserving for a
few countries a privileged role in the field of digargament, and this does not seem
to be compatible with the spirit of universality which must pervade the debates of
a world conference in which States will participete on = strictly egual footing.

"The composition of such & body must, in our opinict, be besed on three
criteria: :

"Recognition of the special role which by the very nature of things falis on
countries which possess nuclear weapons, since the conference, in our opinion at
least, should devote a large part of its work to the esgential problem of mucienr
disarmament ;. )

"Limited participation, with a concern for effectiveness; the body should
include only a limited number of participants. Too large an organization would have
difficulty in filling the role expected of it;

"Lastly, guarantee of a sufficiently substantial and diversified representation
from all the regions of the world and all ideologies. ’

"e.. calling on the Disarmament Cammission of the Genersl Asseably, ... would
rean entrusting the preparation of the world conference to a body which seems
a_priori disqualified for such & task by virtue of its curbersome nmature.® The CCD

with its present composition, would /not/ be an sppropriate body, since the
sbsence of a great Power does mot allow it to play this roie®, (A/C.1/PV.1882)

Pro)visional agends "would be the major task of the preparatory body®. (A/6817.
annex 1)

German Demoecratic Republie

»

"+eo resolution /3183 (XXVIII)7 is viewed by the Government of the Germen
Democratic Republic as a clear obligation for 211 Mewber States of the Uaited
Nations to start preparations for a world dirnrmement conference without dels . *
(A/AC.167/L.2/8dd.2)

Did not g‘upport the idea of "establishing an organ to prepare for the WC
without the participstion of any nuclear Power". (A/C.1/P¥V.19%1)




"eee & representative preparatory committee composed of about 30 to 35 States
should be set up taking into account tke principle of a balanced political and
geogrephic representation., The committee should include all nuclear Powers, the
members of the CCD and a certain mmber of other Stetes.” (A/8817, annex IT)

"The vieuws and proposals of all States on the holding of a WDC should serve
as the besis for the concrete preperations for that conference, It goes without
saying that the views and proposals of all the five nuclear Powers - Powers which
are the permanent members of the Security Council - are of particular interest ..,
(a/c.1/Fv.19k1)

Germany, Federal Republic of

"The conference ifself would have to be cerefully prepared. The Federal
Govermment would be ready to take part in these preperations and in working out
possible agenda items.” (A/AC.167/L.2, anmnex)

Ghans

.. the preparatory work should be adequate and thorough, to ensure the
success of the conference, In this regard, we would go along with the suggestion
that the committee should comsist of about 35 members, and it should include all
the five nuclear Powers, all the 26 members of the CCD, and some 8 to 10 edditionel
States to be selected on & basis of & well-balanced and ecuitable political and
geographic distribution, The participetion of China and France, not only in
the preparatory work for tie conference, but also in the conference itself, would
be vital to the success of the conference.” (A/C.1/PV.1883)

Hungary

As regards preparatory commission saw following possibilities:

"{1i) The Committee on Disarmament in Ceneva - efter an appropriate enlargement,
first of all with the perticipation of the People's Republic of China and the
French Republic, but also with the addition of other members Fossibly by enforecing
a8 more balanced inclusion of Member Stetes from verious fFeographical areas - might
be instructed to examine the preperstion of the conference and to formulate the
above proposal,

"(ii) An ad hoc committee to be composed of the present members of the Security
Council might also be charged with the preparatory worke.

"(iii) It seems possible to follow a cours: of action by which an ad hoc
cormittee of experts, attached to the United Mations Secretarist and suited to a
balanced political and equitsble geographic representation of Member States, would
Geal with the preparations and the Secretary-General would rresent the report on
the results of the committee's work to the General Assembly ...". {A/8F17,

annex 1 )



"The main task of the preparatory committee will be to work out the agenda of
the conference and to deal with organizationsl and other questions. o..-the
preparatory committee cen only benefit if it also knows and can take intc- account
the proposals and conceptions of all States, including those which do not take
part in its work ... the preparatory committee should receive suggestions, in
writing or otherwise, from States which are not represented on it, In this we,
all States could in fact take part in the preparation of the conference, This
could be a considerable contribution towards ensuring the comprehensive characier
and also the success of the conference, i

"eee the Secretariat of the United Nations may also play an importaut role
in the preparation of the conference, In this connexion I do not refer merely
to the provision of technical facilities. I think that it would be desirsdle to
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to have the necessary documents
prepared on several important and topical questions concerning the erms race
and disarmament., These documents should be made available to Governments in Gue
course before the opening of the conference,"

India

"Need for careful preparation (was an) essential condition, (A/PV.1990,
" AJAC.16T/L.2, A/881T, annex I)

In considering arrangements "for the carrying out of the preparatory work
for the conference, the expertise and experience available with the CCD and its
members should be borne in mind and full advantage taken of them,"

See also 1.

Indonesia

".oo preparations should be centred within the United Nations, But we are -
also mindful of the fact that the CCD elready exists and is functioning, and that
in the over-riding interest of ‘expedition we could therefore countensznce the
situation in which the Committee could begin preparations with the least delsy.,
In such a case the possibility of enlarging the membership of the CCD may well
be considered so as to reflect more fully the political reelity and regional
representation in the Assembly." (A/PV,.1989)

"ess & body shculd be formed, entrusted with the task of making the necessary
preparations ,.. Indonesia egrees with the ides of keeping this preparatory body
as small as possible. We support the suggestion that it chould consist of about
35 members; it should include, apart from ell the nuclear Powers, the members
of the CCD, Their experience and their expertise should be very useful for the
preparatory work. The remaining sests would be distributed according to eguitabils
regional representation.” (4/C.1/PV,1884)

{

See also L.
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Ireland

"The prospects will have to be appraised realistically and careful and thorough
preparations will be necessary., Governments will reouire some time to study the
pronosal in all its aspects and to engage in thie necessary consultetions hefore
reaching decisions on the issues involved. At the present stave, ... it is rossible
to advance only in a procedural or exploratory way without commitment to the
priaciple of convening a world conference." (A/FV. 1087) |

Italy

", .. the preparation ... should be entrusted to a committee of 30 to 35 members
with the participation therein of all the nuclear Povers, all the members of the
CCD and of a number of other States, chosen on the basis of the principles of
politic3l representativeness and of equitable geographic distribution.” (A/8817,
snnex I :

See also 1 and 5.

Ivory Coast

"The General Assembly, in the light of the conclusions arrived at in the
/Spec1q¥7 Committee, could pronounce itself on the timeliness of convenlng the

conference and establish a preparatory committee to ensure its success.
(a/c.1/PV.1899)

Japan

",., sufficient preparation is indispensable for convening this type of

conference. Such preparastion could be carried out by a preparatory committee of a
manageable size ... composed of about 30 States including all the nuclear-weapon
States and all the members of the CCD. The preparatory committee should be
entrusted with such work as the drafting of an agenda, seeking out possible areas
of agreement and preparation of necessary background materials, as well as the
gtudy on the date and site for such a conference. A State which is not a member of
the preparatory committee should be given an opportunity to communicate its views
in writing to the comittee." (A/8817, snnex I}

The CCD "could play an important role in the preparations for such a
conference.” (CCD/PV.562)

See also 1,

Kenya

"A working committee of experts should be formed to explore all the different
acpects of the disarmement issues and prepare working papers as well as the agenda
Yor the world disarmament conference. The Member States would submit their views
ind recommendations to the committee of experts, if and when requested. The



~ pembership of the committee should be based on regional distribution, The

participation of representatives of all countries currently manufacturing or
ossessing nuclear weapons is essentiel." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex,

4/8817/44d.1) :

- fuwait

"The agenda, the duration of the conference and all other matters relating to
it could be entrusted to ean ad hoe committee, which might comprise about 30 States,
including the present members of the CCD and all the nuclear Powers."
(A/C.1/PV.1875)

"The CCD should be an important organ of the preparatory body that may be set
up as & result of our deliberations. Its members have gained experience in the
realities of disarmement and they should, indispensably, constitute the backbone of
any body envisaged to lay down the guidelines for the future conference. Other

countries, selected or elected on a geographical basis, with a view to maintaining
an equitable regional representation, should unquestionably complement the members

of the CCD and collaborate with them." (A/C.l/PV.lB'fS")

Lebanon

"The question of the WDC may have to go through different phases ,,. Phase one

vill have to be concerned with the preparatory work. The first part of it will be

entrusted to an ad hoc committee which will have the specific task of further

ascertaining the views of Governments regarding the advisability of holding the
. conference, its timing and other procedural aspects ... The ad hoc committee or

preparatory committee in the subsequent stage will have to go into the more
substantive work of preparation for the conference once its date has been determined
by the General Assembly ... Then it will have to deal with the formulation of
definite objectives, the establishment of an order of priorities, the elaboration
of general guidelines ... and the setting of time-limits. It is hoped that during
this phase parallel bilateral and multilateral discussion among nations will not
slacken, but, on the contrary, will be intensified, and that the work of the CCD

and the General Assembly will continue normelly in order to promote the necessary
conditions for the success of the conference and the achievement of progress in

| disarmament.”' (A/C.1/PV.1889)

The General Assembly and the CCD should pley an important role in the
preparation of the conference. (A/C.1/PV.18Lk0)

Liberisa
ettt ey

In the view of Liberia, "it would seem desirable that the preparatory work of
the conference should be handled by a body of the United Nations membership on the
basis of geographical representation. A membership of about 40 would be adequate
for this purpose. Documentation on the subject-matter of the conference, which
would be extremely necessary, should be provided by the Secretariat ..."
(4/C.1/Pv.1879) -
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Mali o

"It is only after creating tina* international climate of d&tente that we shall
bhe able to proceed to th. prepsratory phase of the world disarmament conference ...
That delicate task should be entrusted to a specisl committee ..., under the aegis
of the General Assembly. We could here benefit from the great accumulated
experience of the CCD during its 10 years of existence. Reasonably expanded, it
conld deal very effectively with organizing a WDC." (A/C.1/FV,1890)

Mauritania

. ".0» the success of the conference will to a large extent depend upon very
careful preparation in order to create an international climate which will be
conducive to the functioning and success of the conference." (A/C,1/PV,1889)

Meuritanie "sheres the views of the delegations that have suggested that this
preliminary worl: be entrusted to a preparatory committee to be created for that
purpose. My delegation has no precise ideas regarding the composition of such an
orgen and we will be ready to go along with the opirion of the majority. But we do
consider that the five great Powers should normslly be members of the preparatory
committec end that the composition of this preparatory committee should ensure
equitable geographical distribution. Apsart from the preparation of the conference
on the political level, the committee will also have to deal with meterisl problems
such as the date, the venue, the duration and particularly the asends of that
conference." (A/C.1/PV,1889)

"within the framework of the preparations for this conference, the Mauritian
Government considers that it should reiterate the need, in relations among nations,
to respect certain basic principles, namely, the equality of 'all States, mutual
respect for scvereignty =nd the integrity of each country, nca-interference in the
domestic affairs of State ., and th:z non-use of force in the settlement of

"

irternational disputes, (A/C.1/vV,.1949)

Mauritius
See 1,

Mexico

" .. in the event that the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament should be

the body entrusted with the preparatory work, it should be recvganized beforehand ...
first and foremost among such changes should be abolition of the unusual institution
whereby the muclear super-Powers act as Co-Chairmen, and its replacement by a
procedure more consistent wit: the princinle of the sovereign equality of

States ...". (4/8693)

"ee. it will be essential that the nuclear Powers should be in a position to
give (their) co-operation cr a footing of r.solute equality.”" (A/PV.2116,
A/PV.2205)

".e. the General Assembly should entrust the preparatory work to an ad hoc bedy
whose merbership wculd be sufficiently broad to ensure edequate geographical and
political representation and yet compact enough for the -work entrusted to it to
proceed quickly ... A membership of about 30 would be espprcpriate for the Lody in
charge of preperaticns rfo. . .~ UWDC,
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"... the preparatory body would de facto have a restricted membership, in

principle or de jure it should be open to 'all States', as would the ‘conference ...
/and/ it + 14 be extremely desirable for sll the nuclear Powers to be members.

"Another particularly important element in the success of the preparatory work
would be to request the Secretary-General to prepare authoritative studies on
concrete questions relating to the arms race and particularly the nuclear arms race,
control thereof and disarmament, in such a way that they would be available
sufficiently in advance of the opem 1g of the conference. They would irnclude a
study on the establishment of nuclear-we pon~-free zones and the obligations which |,
nuclear-weapon States should assume with cegard to them." (A/8817, annex I,
A/C.1/PV.1935)

Mongolia

Mongolia "... is firmly in favour of proceeding at once with the practical
preparations for the WDC. In this regard an urgent appesl to renounce their negative
position on this matter, which is so vital to all peoples, should be addressed first
and foremost to those permanent meémbers of the Security Council which are
disregarding the views of the overvhelming majority of the States of the world."
(A/C.1/PV.1990, A/PV.2043)

"The preparatory organ can, in our view, be made up of permanent members of the
Security Council, members of the CCD and a small number of other States, on the
basis of equitable geographical distribution.” (A/C.1/Pv.1883, A/8817,
annex I)

Moroceco
"... for the preparatory work perhaps the appointment of a preparatory

committee should be considered; the membership should be limited but should conform

both- to equitable geographical distribution and to the desire for the conference to

be open to all States. This Committee /CCD/ which is primarily a negotiating body,
should not act as a preparatory committee. It might, however, within its terms of
reference prepare specific texts to be considered by the conference. The General

Assembly also might play an important part for instance, by drafting and subtmitting

documents on disarmement." (CCD/PV.581)

Netherlands

"In preparing a disarmament conference, agreement should be reached not only on
the date and the agenda ... but also on the framework, participation, location,
Preparation, duration and finsncial implications for the participating States."
(a/PV.1995) .

Preparatory work for the conference "can be done elther by a study group which
will report to a forthcoming Assembly or by first of all asking the Secretary-
General to report, on “he basis of replies of Governments, on the material questions
vhich could suitably be discussed by the conference". (A/C.1/PV.1873)




New Zealand

See 1.

Nigerie {

"... the preparatory bedy should be composed in such a way that it is
numerically neither so large as to be unwieldy nor so small as to exclude the
participation of some essential countries. Such a body chould, of necessity,
include 8ll nuclear Powers, including in partlcular France and the People's
Republlc of China. It should also, without any gainsaying, include all the present
members of the Geneva CCD which have, through the years, accumulated a wealth of
experience and expertise on the issues of disarmement. In addition to all this, a
few additional States should be selected with & view to ensuring a well-balanced
political and an equitable geographic distribution.

"... no conference should be embarked upon without sdequate preparatory work.'

(A/C.1/PV.1875) '

See also A.
Norway
See 1,

Peru : v

"The Assembly should ... create an ad hoc preparatory machinery end at the same ¥
time urge the nuclear Powers, through individual or collective measures, to £
encourage and ensure success for the conference.” (A/PV.1996)

Philippines

"$he preparation for the conference should be as adequete, complete and
thorough as possible. There should be no slackening of preparations if the
conference is to succeed. Consultations, informal negotiations, research, studies

and other relevant arrangements should be undertaken prior to the convening of the
conference." (A/C.1/PV.1889)

"The conference should be planned with expertise and care after intensive
studies by a preparatory committee established for this purpose ...

"The preparatory committee should not only be representative of the geographlcakg
regions of the world bu% it should slso include Member States actually involved in )
disarmament negotlatlons, as well as those countries with technological and :
industirial capacity in the production of armaments, particularly of the sophlstlcatedf
varletles having mass-destruction capabilities. P

"In order for the WDC to have an organic relation to the United Nations, it is
suggested that the Secretary-General or his representative should take cherge of the
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preparatory steps in co-ordination with the preparatory committee. He should
undertake consultations on the timing, financing, and agends of the conference."

(A/PV.199%)

Poland .

Notes with "satisfaction ... the progress in the preparations for such g
conference which has been made since the proposal for its convocation was formally
submitted by the USSR ...". (A/AC.)67/L.2/Add.1)

For Poland "the detailed preparation of the conference could be entrusted to a
special preparatory committee. This committee should be representstive and include
all the nuclear Powers and other countries in accordance with the principle of
equitable geographical distribution ... optimun size of the committee should be in
the range of 30 to UO members. 1In performing its duties the committee could take
into account comments and meterials sutmitted by other countries, and also benefit
from debates within the United Nations or some other forum. A possibility.could not
be excluded that the Secretary-General might have recourse tc a small group of
experts who would assist the preparatory committee to prepare materials for some
specific agenda items." {ceD/Pv.575)

For Poland "the Committee on Disarmament ... is /also/ an appropriate organ to
take part in the substantive preparations for the conference". (A/C.1/PV,187Th)

CCD "can play a valusble role as a qualified organ which could Prepare relevant
materials for consideration by the world conference. These materials could be based
upon the different documents and working papers which have already been under
consideration by this Committee during the last decade”. (ccp/pv/ssa,

A/8817, annex I)

Romania

"... considers it essential Lo ensure appropriate conditions under which all
States can participate effectively on terms of full €quality in all stages of the
preparations ...

"The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the CCD can and must make
their contribution to the preparations for the world conference.

"Similarly, the United Nations Secretariat should give its effective support to
the preperation for the conference, inter alia, by the rreparation of studies and
cther document:tion required for disarmement discussions and negotiations."

(4/8817, anuex I)

"... it seems to us essential that an appropriate organizetional structiure be
set up well In advence ... The preparatory work could also be done, however,
within the framework of the Unjted Nations Disarmement Commission. My delegation
takes a positive view of either of these possibilities. The main thing is that
whatever formula iec adopted should ensure the rarticipation of all States on an
equal footing." (A/PV, 1992}
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"More than anywhere else, in this /preparatory/ procedure it is imperative that
the political will be expressed to zrrive at an agreement, that proof be given of
openness regarding ideas, suggestions and proposals from all sides and that
solutions be arrived at that will be supported by a general consensus."
(A/C.1/PV.1876)

See also 4.

fierra Leone

"For a conference of such significance to succeed, it is imperative that
adequate attention be paid to its planning and execution. For this purpose, ...
an ad hoc comnittee, comprising some 35 members, should be entrusted with the task.
Such a committee should consist of all the five permanent members cof the Security
Council, as well as other members of the CCD, and other members selected on un
equitable geographical basis. Such a prepcratory committee would carefuirly uevelop
an agenda arnd procedures for the conference on the basis of detailed ani
comprehensive consultations." (A/C.1/PV.1889)

Spain

". .. preparation /of the WDC/ will require two different levels of negotiation,
that is, a general one " and a restricted onec /eog. bilateral talks/ and that the
resulis of the latter would be transmitted to the former in such a manner that both
would be effective and neither would interfere with the other." (~/C.1/PV.1881)

", .. it mighi be useful to establish a preparator, cor "ittee composed of the

members of the United Natiuns Securlty Cruuecil aad 10 10 1Y other countries, with
equitable geographical dlstrlbutlcn, including one or more countries which are not
Members of the United Nations." (A/3617, annex 1)

Sri Lenka
fri Lenka supported “"the initiative taken by a group of non-aligned countries

tc secure the appointment of a special preparatory commlttee for the preparation
of the WDC. (A/C.1/PV.1887)

Sweden

"If the CCD is nc" reorgenized in time to include all mejor Powers, a special
preparatory committee oy about the same size as the CCD should be established with
the participation of all permanent members of the Security Counecil.

"The Secretary-General and participating Governments should be r:quested to
prepere authoritative studies.
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"In order to ensure that the objectives of the conference be attained, the
preparatory work must be detailed and comprehsnsive. Contributions from
Governments and internestional organizations should be encouraged." (n/8817,
annex I)

See also 1.

Syrian Arab Republic

"In the preparatory phase, ... the conference would have before it highly
qualified studies reviewing the work achieved, the tremendous work still to be done
and the impediments to progress which the conferenmce i called upon to surmount."
(a/c.1/pv.1887)

"In thinking ... of & preparatory group, we should think in consolidated terms:
not a group to discuss mere procedure and practical arrangements, but a group to lay
the groundwork: political, in the formulation of principles on which the conference
on world disarmament is based; expert groundwork in so far as the devices for
implementing the resolutions on disarmament sre concerned; legal groundwork, on the
best procedures to be adopted for the debate, the decision-making rrocess and the
ensuing obligations upon Memer States to show results,"” (aA/c.1/Pv.1887)

Turkey

"In order to make adequate preparations, it is indispensable that Governments
should undertake prior consultatiouns, These- exploratory consultations should bring
about the common denominators among various views on the different questions
relating to the conference. Experience in this field dictates the requirement for
adequate preparation and concerted action." (A/PV.199%)

"... in the preliminary work of preparation for this conference not only the
great military Powers but also States belonging to different regions and having
special strategic positions should participste." (A/PV.2053)

"... adequate preparation is necessary to establish e prover basis for its
Success ... An appropriate way might be to set up, through consultations, an
ad hoe preparatory body for the conference. The criterion for the composition of
such an ad hoc body should be adequate geographical representation and the presence
of the major military Powers. Geographical representation and regional
characteristics and interests should be taken into sccount not oniy in the
preparatory work, but throughout all the stages of the conference. Turkey is of
the opinion that no successful and lasting result can be achieved in the field of
general and complete disarmament unless due consideration is given to the realities
of the different geographical regions." (A/8817, ennex I) .

s

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

"The convening of a WDC should undoubtedly be precedad by careful
preparations. This work could be entrusted to a body comprising 30 to 35 members,
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who would include 211 the nuclesr Powers, all the members of the Committee on
Disarmament, and alsoc a number of other States selected with due regard for the
principle of balanced political and equitable geographical distribution."”
(A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PV.1948)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The USSR is in favour of a preparatory arrangement "whereby all States wouid
have the possibility of expressing their views ... to guarantee that the VDC was
convened on a mutually acceptable basis and truly reflected in its decisions both
the thoughts and the desires of all peoples of the world". (A/PYV.1996)

"Both the existing channels of negotiations and those which may come i..- ing
in the future would contribute to prepasrations for the convening of the WDC ana
later to the practical elaboration of specific dissrmament agreements in accordance
with the decisions of the world conferemce." (A/PV.19L2)

Considered it essential "that the Committee /CCD/ should help to prepare
proposals and documents for the conference, which would then be used to promote arms
limitation and disarmsment.” (CCD/PV.SLU5, CCD/PV.560)

... 8 preparatory body comprising 30 to 35 members, including all the nuclear
Powers, &ll the members of the CCD and some additional Stastes selected with due
regard for the principle of balanced political and equitable geographical
representation, could be established to carry out the preparatory work leading %o
the convening of the conference." (A/8817, annex I,A/C.1/PV.18T2)

United Kinpdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

"The CCD has over e number of years acquired great experience in these skills
jn relation tc disarmament. Further preparation, that is to say, the essential
preliminary consideration of all relevant details, for any world conference would
undoubtedly need to be careful and thorough. It would need to take acccunt of the
experience and expertise of the Committee on Disarmement, which has been for many
years the chosen body to which the United Nations hes remitted detailed disarmament
negotiations. There should be no question of rushing at such a conference and
risking wasting s great deal of time and money on & conference that was not
appropriately prepared.” (A/PV.1990)

¥ .. adequate preparation for the confereice would be of the highest importance.
A conference which took place without detailed and careful preparation and prior
agreement on the main areas for discussion would not merely fail to achieve concrete
results but could have damaging effects, by arousing the expectations of the world
community only te frustrate them. The United Kingdom Government therefore believes
that if the General Assembly should decide in principle to proceed with the
preparation of a WDC, this preparation should be entrusted to a preparatory
conmittee with a balanced membership. It would be to the advantage of this
committee if it could draw on the knowledge of some of those with experience of the
disermement negotistions in Geneva."” (A/8817, annex 1)
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-+ @ preparatory committee could best de its wrk is Seqese.” (A/E617,
annex I)

Venezuela

-

"... an avpropriate orgen should be established to sreramr e for the coafererce,

provided that organ is given precise terws cf reference to be carried out within a
given time ... an organ which could be called an 2d noe comrittee or a preparatory
committee or by any other name desirei, should icclude in addition to tke five
permanent renbers of the Security Council - which are im fact, the five great
nuclear Powers - the members of the CCD and a limited nuzber of other States

equitably representing the different geograpaical rerfions of the world.”™
(A/C.1/pV.1887)

Yuzoslavia

'ess possibilities should be explorcd for nzvinz ihe exislir- orzans of the
United Nations - and more specifically the Discrmament Coarmission, ... - involved
and_used for this purrose /allowing all States to varticipate in prepazrztion for a
WDgT once favourable corditions are created for the preperations ..." (&/PV .1987)

.+« it is indisrensable, in our vies, to set up ap appropricte preparatory
bod consisting of the represertatives of all the muciea: Powers and of a
deterrined numker of other countries, taking into accourt, of course, the necessity
to ensure 4 bslanced political and geograchic revreseniztion. However, as regards
the composition of this btody, i-s man’ate apd its terms of reference, my céelegation
is opznminded ... In crier to carry ou" its tasks successfuilvy, the prevarstory
body should be wide opea to initiatives. -4 sumgesiiops from countries mot
represented on it aud it should - with *ne selp of the Secrztary-fGemerzl ... -
organize the preparation of commectent ztudies on various zswects of

disarmament ..."

+«+ the composition of the praparvatorv boiw sicild bc sueh as Lo ensure a
balanced nolitical ard geograrkic revresentation of z11 wris of the worlé. AN
nuclear Powers should te represented in such e body. Zhe preverstory body should
apply, in its activities, a demoeratie procedure which will enztle 211 other
countries to participate, accordinzg to need ani their exnressed desire, in the
ypreparatory work, namely, tc give thzir contribution im the form of suggestions,
requests etec.” (A/C.1/PV.1877, A/8817, amnex I)

"

See also 4,

Zambia -

Zambia “believes that whatever body the Gemeral Lssexbly decides to set up - as
2 preparatory cormittee for the confersnce - it should include 211 Pive maclear
Powers and should also reflect im its membership a well-talanced rolitieal and
geographical representation". {4/C.1/PV.1882)

-91-




k. m of the Confzrence

Australia
See 2,

Austrie

PThe WDC "should deal with all questions of disarmarent, arms limiteiicon and
arms control”. (A/B817, annex I)

See also 2,
Belgiun

“The sgenda should include all asspects of disarmament, conventional as well as
nuclear, partial ». well as complete, regional as well as genersl.” Suggested that
"the question - he sgenda should be made the subject of consultations”. (A/8817,

~ annex I)

Brazil

See 1 and 2,
Bulgaris

m__. first apd foresost, the guestiorn of generel ard complete disarmament ...
second plece ... such pertial mezsures as would help To achieve the ultimate goal,"

(A/8817, annex T)

©__. priority should be given to 2 bam on puciear weapons.” (CCD/PV.580)

Byelogpssian Soviet Sccialist Republie

“Phe agenda could include = wide range of guestions concerning both the main
gosl of negotiations, namely, general and ccmpiete disarmement, and partial
disarmament weasures.” (A/8817, ennex I)

" 7t should incivde any guestions of diserzament which a majority of
participants consiGer should be dealt with.” (4/7V.1995)
Canada

"The agends should be broad, allowing discussion snd consideration of all

aspects of arms cosntrol and disarmement which participsting States wished to
reise ... priority should be givem i> mucleer disarmement , but this should in no



wvay exclude discussion of other aspects of disarmament, including chemical and
brological weapons, conventional weapons, the economic and sccial conseguences of
the arms race, specific limited or regional errangements for arme control and
disarma?ent, and preparations for general and complete disermament.” (&/8817,
annex I

-

Chile
"... it should examine all the problems inherent in disarmement, such as those
deriving from the conditions and scope of disarmament;”. (A4/PV.1590)

Cuba

It is "indispensable that the question of foreign military beses be included in
the egenda of the WDC". (A/C.1/PV.1883) '

Cyprus

"The WDC must review all aspects of the world's arms burden. The agenda mmst
include the full range of disarmament topics and related eccnomic and political
issues. The comprehensive programme of disarmament could serve as the agenda and
framework for the conference. Since there is a close interrelstion among
disarmament, international security, the peaceful settlement of disputes, amd a
climate of confidence, these problems cannot be separated entirely from the agenie.®
(A/8817, annex I)

Czechoslovakia

Czechoslovakia "is ready to make its contribution to a constructive discussiom
of the whole range of questions relating to the problem of disermament, from gemeral
and complete disarmament, which we consider to be the final goal of our efforts, to
partial measures which could promote general and complete disarmement”. (A/8817,
annex I, A/PV.1987)

"Key importence is, of course, attached to the questions of nuclear dissrmsment.™
(A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

"... it is inevitable that the demand for world disermament should occupy pride
of place on the agenda of the world conference." (A/PV.198T)

"If the majority of States so wished, the first WDC could concentrate only on

problems of nuclear disarmament, having chiefly in mind the questions of the
prohibition and liquidation of nuclear wespons and their carriers.” (CCD/PV.S67)

Denmark

®... premature at present to make specific proposals in respect to the agends
of a WDC." (A/8817, annex I)
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Ecuador Had
" .. does not believe this is the moment to decide on the agenda or the ‘ o
preparatory stages, but we do believe that the main point must be tackled, and that jsar
is the destruction and prohibition of weapons of mass destruction, 1nclud1ng, of
course, nuclear weapons, under the aegis of the General Assembly of the United

Nations.“ (A/C.1/PV.1883)

Egypt

", .. examine all questions related to disarmament, keeping in mind the ultimata
aim which is to bring about general and complete disarmament under effective
" internstional control ... high priority to be given to nuclear disarmament should b
.appropriately reflected in the agenda ... should as well give attention to the
interdependence between disarmement measures and the provisions of the Charter
dealing with international security as well as relevant declarations adopted by thej
General Assembly in this respect, with a view to ascertaining the proper functionlnj
of the collective security system devised by the Charter ... |

"... implementation of already concluded arms control and disermement treat:xesqmdon
A comprehensive follow-up programme to ensure that these are universelly and fully
carried out, could be set up," (A/8817, annex I)

France

"The conference should be free to determine its agenda and its procedures.
The agenda "would be the major task of the prepasratory body for the conference."
(A/881T, annex I)

German Democratic Republie

"... the conference agenda should include ... a wide range of disarmament
questions.
and complete disarmament ... elaboration of partial measures in the field of arms
limitgtion and disarmament and for the universal application and observance of
existing agreements in these fields." (A/8817, annex II)

Ghana :

"... the proviesionsl agenda ... should be comprehensive and should include boﬁf
nuclear and conventional weapons. The drawing up of such a comprehensive and all- |
embracing agenda should be a task which should be entrusted to a preparatory
committee to be established for that purpose." (A/C.1/PV.1883)

Hungagx

- "(i) General debate on the universal problems concerning the armaments race
and d1sarmament
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(ii) Appraisal of concrete proposals submitted to the conference with a view
1o disarmement.

(iii) Definition of the scope of the international consideration of

nd i disarmement questions,

, 0f |
ed {iv) Decision on the further functioning »f che Cormittee on Disarmament in

Geneva." (A/881T, annex I)

'India

Discussions at WDC "should cover the entire range of problems relating to
disarmement , including partial and collateral measures. The goal of general and

in view, while realizing that it could be achieved only in gradual stages, ending
ey Ifinally in the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction or mutilation".

by t(4/AC. 167/SR. 5)

"The agenda of the conference should be comprehensive, to enable the conference
to consider all aspects of disarmament. While priority should be accorded to the
consideration of nuclear disarmament, the question of couventional weapons should
lilso be dealt with.," (A/C.1/PV. 1881‘5

& Italy

"The agenda of the world conference should be such as not to preclude the
discussion of all the most important aspects of a problem so vital for mankind as -
that of disarmament. An essential element of such an agenda is naturally the search
t |for ways and means of attaining the objective of general and complete disarmement ...
nerdalthough it does not deny the usefulness and effectiveness of partiel measwvres,
W)_/_Ital,}_f_/ remains convinced that, in order to achieve decisive and lasting effects,

f these measures must be coordinated in a programme that would establish the
respon51b111t1es of all States. Within such a framework, nuclear disarmament and
conventional disaymament must be dealt with, without separating them ...

"The WDC should take into account the various steps for the reduction of forces
&and of armements that might be teken on a regional basis, in Europe as well as in

altl””other continents," (A/8817, annex I)

Ivo_r_x Coast

"... the conference should consider all the problems relating to genersl and
‘°°mplete disarmament in all its aspects, political, military, economic end social,
%0 as to adopt effective and reasonably feasible measures that would be applied by
ce l 8ll States and primarily by the nuclear Powers that hold the key to the solution of
(these problems." (A/C.1/PV.189G)




Japan
Me.. atmest priocrity should be given to the question of nuclear disarmament in
the proposed agenda." {A/8817, annex I)

Kenys.
"The following items should be included ir the agenda ...:

"l. Ways and memns of establishing measures for general and complete
disarmament. (A/AC.167/L.2, annex)

"2. Effective measures for the cessation of the arme race, the prevention of
further proliferaticn of nuclear weapons and nuclear armements.

y "3. Prcgrammes for co-operation in the field of peaceful uses of nuclesar
energy.” (A/8817/Add4.1)

Kuwait

"The agenda of the conference should concentrate first of all on disarmament in
relation to nuclear weapons and the conference should then proceed to desl witk
conventional veapors." (A/C.1,P7.2875)

"... the WDC ... will desl with a wide range of topics which have not been
successIu’ y broached or dealt with by the CCD. These include, inter alia, the
dismantli- ; of military bases in the territories of other countries, the reduction
of mili%t: - budgets, the complete demilitarization of the sea-bed and, above all,

the apr’” “Ion of complete and gemsral disarmament measures to the big Powers
themsel- ' (A/C.1/PV.1943)
Liberia

“The nrovisional sgenda for the WDC should be drawn ur to include all aspects of
the disarmsment question and should be detaiied and comprehensive." (A/C.1/PV.1879)

®
Haurisius

See 1.

Mexizso

"... the starting point for the preparation of the provisional agenda could be
the comprehensive programme of disarmament which was originelly introduced fn the
CCD in Auguet 1979 by tbe delegations of Mexico, Sweden and Yugoslavia and .
subsequently submitted vu the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session,
sponsored bty Ireland, Mexico, Morceco, Pakisten, Sweden and Yugoslavia. (a/8817,
annex I :
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"... consideration of the Conference's agenda must not be adversely affected by
existing or future differences among the permanent members of the Security
Council ...". (A4/C.1/1027)

"The body which the General Assembly entrusts with the preparatory work should,
in consultation with 'all States', work out a realistic and ambitious, detailed and
flexible provisional agenda for the Conference." (A/8693) .

Mongolia

Mongolia considers that "the agenda of the conference must, of course, be
closely linked to its objectives and gosls and encompass & large number of questions
on general end complete disarmament, as well as partial and auxiliary measures which
would ensure the attaimnment of its final objective.

"Concerning the priority of various iisarmsment problems we believe that the
conference could taeke a finul decision on this point and on the time to be devoted
to their consideration ... Priority must be given %o the prohibition of all types

of weapons of mass destruction, especially nucloar weapons." (A/C.1/pV.1873,
A/861T, ennex I)

Morocco

"... the provirional egenda might include the following: (1) Measures to slow
down the nucleer arms race; in particular, the cessation of all tests of nuclear
arms, renunciation of their use in armed conflicts, and eventually their destruction
and eliminetion from State arsensls; (2) rzasures to prohibit other mass-destruction
weepons; (3) collateral disarmement measures; (L) general and complete disarmament
under strict and effective international control.

"The 'Detailed disarmament progremme’ snnexed to General Assembly resolution
2661 (XXV) might be a basis for the preparation of a more detailed agenda for the
conference.” (CCD/PV.581 )

Nepal
"... smong the first items on the egenda should be the question of establishing
a new negotiating body and providing it with guidelines so that it could negotiate
and explore implementation of those guidelines ... The question of non-use of
nuclear wespons should also be accorded one of the top placez in the agends of the
conference ... It seems to us that the non-first-use concept is the most feasible
formula for achieving that objective, as well as for settling satisfactorily the
controversial question of security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States.

"A logical follow-up to the non-first-use item wou .l be the Soviet proposal for
the prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons. However, that propcsal canmnot
be considered separately from the ides of & freeze on the Production and deployment
of strategic weapons and systems, both offensive and defensive.

"Closely linked to the freege and a 'must' on the agenda of the conference is
the Soviet proposal to reduce to a minimum the number of delivery vehicles held by



the nuclear Powers during the process of general and complete disarmament."
(A/PV.1985)

Nigeria

"... anything short of the consideration of & broad range of all disarmament
questions will be inadequate. We believe that such an all-embracing agenda requires
time and expertise to formulate., It is a task that should be assigned to a body
that is entrusted with the preparation of the conference," (A/C.1/PV.1875)

[y

_ Pakistan

Pekistan believes "that the agenda of the first WDC /should/ be coafined to the
. prohibition and elimination of nuclear weapons and the means of their delivery.
Even if so restricted, the scope of the agenda would be so vast as toc be likely to
pose a most formidable challenge to the attaimment of that geal ... even if the
conference could bring about agreement on a convention to prohibit the use of
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear countries and nuclear-free zones, and among
nuclear-weapon countries themselves, it would have taken a historic step towards
strengthening international security in the nuclear ers". (A/PV.1996)

See also 1,

Poland

The agenda "should reflect general expectetions and reguirements and cover
primarily the problems that are most ripe for thorough consideration, negotiation
and solutions." (A/C.1/PV.187k)

For Poland, "the WDC should deal with the trosdest possible complex of
disarmament yuestions, both in the field of nuclear and conventional weapons. The
neture of the mass destruction weapons Justifies it figuring high among the priority
problems in the work of the conference." (A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PV.1935)

~ﬂhong the aspects of nuclear disarmament are: "the prohibition of nuclear
weapons tests by all countries and in all physical surroundings. Conclusion of a
camprehensive test ban agreement would be a major step t¢ 'ard ending the nuclear
arms race. It would sherply reduce the danger of a nuclear holocaust. The next
steps in nuclear disarmament should be prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons and
of production of such weapons, and finally their destruction and elimination from
all military arsenals.

"The agenda of the conference should also comprite the prot.sms of conventionsl
armaments, the question of general and compiete disarmement, and partisl measures
leading to this goal. Speaking about partial measures, we have in mind steps aimed
at the further limitation of the aymements race, limitation and reduction of srmed
forces in military confrontation areas, elimination of foreign military bases, cuts
ip- militery expenditures and budgets, and diminution or elimination of the risks of
militery conflicts and surprise attacks. A WDC could also consider the problem of
universal and strict adherence to already-concluded internstional agreements and
treaties on disarmement."
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For Poland, the WDC could slso "finelize some _isarmament agreements on already
matured issues; ... to identify the role, urgency, priority and interdependence of
individval disarmament issues; to establish priorities for future concrete
disarmement negotiations; to formulate a procedure snd the most convenient forum for
those negotistions". (CCD/PV.5T5, A/PV.1985, A/C.1/PV.1688)

WDC "could equally profitably examine another facet of nuclear disarmament,
namely, the possibiliiy of the prohibtition of the use of nucleer weapons. In this
context, the Soviet initiative at the twenty-seventh session of the General Assembly
concerning the non-use of force in internstionel relations and the permanent
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons would be a suiteble basis for discussion".
(A/C.1/PV.1935) ’

Romenia

"The provisional agends of the conference should bé drawn up in the course of
the preparatory work for the confersnce on the basis of consultations among all the
States concerned; sccount should be taken of the need to give sbsolute priority to
nuclear disarmament and to consider, negotiate and conclude jointly a number of
measures aimed at halting the arms race end bringing about disarmament."”

", .. the most important of the measures deserving consideration zre the
following:

"(1) The cessation of the arms race, the free-i.ig of military budgets, and the
preparation of a specific prograrme for the gredu ! reduction of military budgets,
starting with those of the large, hesavily-armed Si.tes;

i(2) The preparation cof a specific programme to prohibit the use of nuclear
weapons, to establish zones of peace and nuclear-free zones; to end the production
of armsments, particularly nuclear weazpons, chemical weapons and all other means of
mass destruction, and to initiatz the progressive elimination of such weapons under
international contrecl;

"(3) The adoption of specific ueasures for the dismantling of military bases
and the withdrawal of foreign troopg from the territories of other States, the
progressive reduction of national arwed forces, the elimination of military bloes,
and the implementaticn of practical measures to end wsr propaganda and propaganda
designed to stir up hatred among peoples;

"(4) General disarmsment." (4/8817, apnex I)

Sierra Leone

"My delegation would like to see the adoptiocn of an agenda dealing with all
questions of disarmament, awms limitstion and arms control." (A/C.1/PV.1889)



Sweden

"All measures of disarmament should be covered .., It should include general
and complete disarmement, but alsc collateral measures aiming at this goal. The
agenda might also be broadened to cover the non-use of weapons of mass destruction
not to be adequately coverea in the work under the auspices of the International
Comnmittee of the Red Cross for the reaffirmation and development of international
humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts. The most important aim would be
the final elimination of all nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction,
The comprehensive programme of disarmement, referred to in General Assembly |
resolution 2651 € (XXV), could offer useful -guidelines. As a genersl principle
there should be a possibility of taeking up all questions related to disarmament at
the conference." (A/8817, ammex I, CCD/FV. 576)

_"... the question of the Pledge not to be the first to use nuclesr weapons
[might/ be inscribed with the highest priority on the agende of the WDC. To
demend, on the other hand, that such pledges be made prior to the Conference is
hardly ressonable."” WDC was "needed to generate the pressure to obtain these very
pledges ... from all the nuclesr-weapon countries”. (A/c.1/pPV.1941)

The Swedish delegation agreed that “the proposed world disarmament talks must

include the question of what procedures and what form will be most effieient for
future disarmement negotiations". (A/PV.1969)

Turkey

See 5.

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

The WDC could consider "the entire range of questions linked to disarmament,
referring to both nuclear and conventionel arms » bearing in mind that the greatest
apprehension .is caused throughout the world by the nuclear arms race. If this is
desired by the majority of participants, priority attention should, of course, be
give’to matters of bannin and eliminating nuclear weapons, the wearons of mass
annihilation”. (A/PV..IQBQ%

Moreover, WDC “could consider the problem of both general and complete
disarmament, which is the most important topical problem, as well as individusl
partial measures, in order toc decrease international tension and the arms race.
Among these matters, we could refer to zuch priority questions as the banning of
chemical wespons, a cessation of all nuclear weapons tests, the creation of
nuclear-free zones in various parts of the world, a decrease in military budeets
of States and so on," and "to reduce armed forces and armements in Central Europe”.
(a/pv.21hl) .
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

"An irportant place in the work of the conference should be reserved for the
consideration of ways and means of achieving the main goal ... namely, gereral.and
complete disarmament." (A/8617, annex I)

The WDC "could consider the whole range of disarmament problems relating to
conventional armements end armed forces as well as wegpons of maes destruction".
(A/PV.1978)

"... the priority attention of the WDC should be devoted to such matters of
nuclear disarmement as the cessation of all tests of nuclear weaspons by all the
countries of the world, the esteblishment of nuclear-free zones in verious parts
of the world, a complete ban on nuclear weapons cad the destruction of stockpiles,
as the conscience of humanity cannot accept the use of su s weapons in any way.
Moreover, the Soviet Union believes that it would be desirsble to discuss at this
conference other matters thet would lead to a relaxation and finally the complete
cessation of the arms race and of international tension, including, more
specifically, the elimination of all military bases on foreign territories, a
decrease in armed force~ and armaments in areas where mutual military confrontation
is particularly dangercus, a decrease in military expenditures, beginning first of
ell with the military expenditures of the lerger States, and other matters as well."
(A/PV.1596)

"The agenda can be agreed upon provisionally on a mutuslly acceptable basis
before the conference." (A/C.1/PV.1872)

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

"... there should be no automatic exclusion from the agenda of any aspect of

disarmament end arms control whether nuclear or nor-nuclear; and the epproach to
the conference should be based on the principle that at each stage of disarmement
and arms control a balance should be preserved which maintains or improves the
secvrity of all those concerned." (A/8817, annex I)

Venezuela

"... priority must be given to the limitation of the production, development
and multiplication of nuclear weapons, while, at the same time, reducing to a
minimum the constant danger of an atomic war." (A/c.1/PV,1953])

Yugoslavia
"... the provisional agenda should be characterized . .. by a broad approach
to ... disarmament, wherefrom primsry and fundamental questions could be singled
out in the course of the work of the conference. The draft preliminary agenda
should be drawn up by a body entrusted with the task of Preparing tae conference,
end vhich should be bound to tske into account ... the suggestions made by the
Governments in t)he_ir rerlies to the Secretary-General ..."
(778817, annex I
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“... the agenda ... could include the following items: disarmament within
the context of current international relations and tendencies and, in this connexion,
survey of the efforts exerted sc far and of the existing situation in the field of
disarmament; establishment of priority issues that should be the subject of urgent
negotiations and agreement (nucicar disarmament, particularly the question of
banning the use and proliferation of nuclear weapons and all kinds of nuclear weapon
tests, banning of chemical weapons. disarmament measures in the domain of convention
weapons etc.); economic assistance to the developing countries on the basis of
financial resources released through the implementation of irdividual disarmament
measures; strengthening of the role of the General Assembly of the United Nations
‘in the sphere of disarmement: possible changes-in the United Nations disarmement
machinery with a view to strengtheci~ - its effectiveness and democratization. "
(A/8817, annex I)

Zambia

“The agenda of the ¥DC should comprehensively cover all aspects of disarmament.
We would wish, for instance, the conference to ineclude in its deliberations such
questions as the need for a cessation of all nuclear testing, whether in the
atmosphere or underground; the need for nuclear research and development to
concesitrate on the peaceful ueces of nuclear energy; and the transfer of such
know-how to the developing countries. Ve would alsc wish the conference to geal
with the question of reducine the ever groving defence expenditure by many nations,
and encouraging, instead, the ~onversion of such spending to economic aid to
developing countries.

"We feel, however, that while we consider measures for disarmament as s whole
we must devote particular and urgent attention to the need for the immediate
destruction of the existing nuclear weapons and the prohibition of their production.
Nuclear weapons constitute the gravest threat to mankind and the human environment
and as the privilege of a few their elimination is within the rezlm of
possibility.” (A/C.1/Pv.1883)

~102-



5. Organization of the Conference: structure, fumetions and

- procedures relaiionship to the lkiited Mations znd other

diszrmament bodies

| Afghenistan

| Afghanisten would have liked to see the General Assesbly take a decision as
1 to the date and venue of the WDC. (A/PV.2138) -
‘ Ses 1.

i Argentina

Seel,

' Australia . _ ‘ .

Agreement on date, durstion and site "presumsbly would fiow naturally from
- any process of preparatory work". (A/C.1/PV.1886)

"The conference should be held under the auspices of the United Estioms.”
(A/8817, annex I) ]

"There was 'no substitute for negotiation in e body of restricted size, which
ideally should number among its members the inmportant military and politicel States
and States from the various regions of the world, and which should heve access to
the type of specislist knowledge needed for this sort ef work’. Spansors of WDC
acceplt the continuance of negotiation in €CD 'or a body like it'. WDC could 'offe-
guidance, vhich the smaller body would teke into zccowmst in its work of preparing
treaties'". (A/C.1/PV.1886} ' ‘

- Austria

Fe. date: UDC should be held after completion of cereful and thorough
' preparation. (4/8817)

Re. duration: "An adequete duration ... might be four to six weeks. The
possibility should not be excluded, however, that during the conference the bolding
- of & second session in the following year or at a later date may coreend itself.”
(A/8817, anunex I}

, Re. site: "The decisive consideration in selecting the site should be the
- success of the coniference.” {A/8817, annex I}
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A WDC "should be held under the auspices of the United Natious. The
preparatory committee, the conference snd eventually other disarmsment bodies
established by the comference should report to the General Assembly so as to keep
the Assembly ianformed on a continuing basis.” (A/8617, annex I)

"The role of the General Assembly would be:

- in the case of the Prepavatory committee, the formulation of decisions
concerning date, site end modaiities of the convening of the conference;

- with respect of the report of the conference, its evaluation;

- and wvith respect to-later reports concerning further disarmament
negotictions, the formulaticm of aeppropriate recommendations for the
vork of those bodies.™ ’

"The relationship of the prepareiory committee, the conference sad its future
organs with the CCD, and possibly other disarmament bodies, s well as the
definition of their respective fields of competence should be subject to careful
consideration.” (A/8817, annex I)

See also 3.

Belgium
Re. date: Date will "depend on the preparatory work". (A/8817, annex I)
Re. duration: "... might be approximately cne month™.

Re. site: New York or Geneva "for reasons of the United Nations facilities
available in either city". (A/5617 » annex I)

“only the impsct and the results of that first meeting [AC/ cen tell us
whether it would be desirable to set up permanent machircery and to hold periodie
meetings.” (A/PV.1992) N

"The Conference should be heid under the auspices of the United Nations ... If
a world conference on e matter of concern to all mankind were held outside our
Organization, the prestige of the United Natioms might thereby be damaged.”
-(A/8817, amnnex 1)

The USSR bas assured that the WIC would not reduce the importance of existing
disaxmament negotiating bodies, but “we must be assured that that conception is
indeed shared by 211".

"A substantive link exists” between the word of CCD and the WDC, which was
“essential”. (A/PV.1992) '

WD" "must not ignore bilstersal or regionel efforts in the field of arms
Feduction or disarmement”. (A/8817, anuex I}

"The %‘enei-al Assenbly”™ has a full-fledged subcidiery body, the Disarmament

Commission ... which could perbsps be called upon to resume its sctivities". Tt
"would be 2 very simple decision, reguiring very few formalities”. (A/PY.1992)
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Re. date: Hoped that a WDC "may be convened at an early date". (A/PV.21k6)

 Brazil

For Brazil, "it is still premature to take any stand on the possibility of -hawing
'\a conference meeting periodically". (A/PV.1995) N

S WDC "could be held only under the auspices of the United Nations. That would

‘'be the way to ensure that the proceedings of the conference and its possible resulits
;/would strictly conform to the purposes and principles of ‘the Charter, thus guaranteeing
‘{respect for certain political considerations dear to all Member States, and particularly
?fiuporta.nt for the medium-8ized and small Powers". (A/C.1/PV.1878) -
3 WDC "should in no way adversely affect the work of either the CCD or the First
Committee of the General Assembly. All care should be exercised in order to awoid
‘'steps that could weaken or by-pass the existing United Nations machinery im the field
of disarmament". (A/PV.1995)

See also 1.

;'Bulga.ri

] Re. date: "... the date for the convening of the conference is directly dependent
on the efficiency of the preliminary preparatory work and suggests that one yvear wonld
“be quite sufficient for that purrpose." (A/8817, annex I)

Re. duration: "... a period not exceeding six weeks would be sufficient.”
(A/8817, annex I)
Re. site: "... would support any proposal concerning the site ... which would meet
‘the demand for the host State to ensure the necesgsary conditions for the participetica
‘irn the conference of all States of the worid." (478817, annex I)

"... the conference should become a permanent body."

, The conference "coulid be transformed into a permanent hody, or & body working for
& vumber of years agreed upon by its participants. This international body might hold
& session once in two or three years and make recommendations to other internaticmsl

organizations or committees on matters of disarmament." (A/8817, annex I, CCD/FV.580)

: 2... the conference would t: the logical continuation of their [other foras of
talks/ activity; it would be cenrlementary and serve to activate their efforts.”
~(A/PV.1985) |

"The preparations for and the work of the conference must accordingly be carried
out with the active assistance of the United Nations, in particular with regard to ths
‘settlement of certain organizational and financial qusstions." (£/8817, annex I)

See also 2.
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Burundi

The "conference should be held at the level of heads of State or heads of
Government, who would take decisions to bring about total and complete disarmament!
(A/PV.2061)

at the fundamental problems of disarmement

"WDC should replace the CCD so th . diser
he framework of the United Nations".

should no longer be discussed outside t
(A/PV.2137)

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Pepublic

"Organizational matters énd questions related to the financing of the
conference could be dealt with by the United Nations Secretariat, vhich has
considerable experience in matters of this kind.” (A/8817, annex I)

Re. duration: "The first conference could meet for & session of not more
than one-and-a~half months within the next one to two years."

Re. site: "... the WDC should be held in a place convenient for all States
in the world. It is probable that the most suitable place for the meeting would
be a country which actively favours disarmament in general and the holding of a
WDC in particular, & country in which all the conditions necessary to guarantee
participation in the conference by all States in the world can be found."
(A/8817, annex T)

"the WDC should act as & permenent international forum, meeting at regular
intervals, say, once every two or three years." (A/8817, annex I)

. "Convening of a WDC does not in any way presuppose substitution ior or
minimization of the discussions vhich ere conducted through other channels, in
the CCD or on & bilateral basis.” (A/C.1/PV.1876)

Canada

v Re. date: "... date should be chosen only after other preparatory issues
have been resolved to the satisfaction of the general membership of the United
Nations. ... timing is one vwhich would require careful consideration, in close
consultation with the world's principal military Powers. It would be desirable
for any such conference not to conflict with any other major international

meeting, in particuler with the United Nations General Assembly, and important

that it not interfere with any specific arms control or disarmament negotiations.
(A/8817, annex I)

‘Re. durat%on: "The length of the conference would be a matter to be
con§1dered during preparatory work in the lipght of other factors, but it should
not be more than one month.” (A/8817, annex I)

) .Re. site: "United Nations facilities in New York and Geneva would present
distinct advantages ... but other sites could be considered in the course of

"preparatory work. The site chosen should have adequate facilities, including rapid

world-wide communications. It would be desirable for the host State not to have

to undertake major capital costs in the preparation of any such conference."
(A/8817, annex I) ,
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Nox, "if it were so desired, appropriate provision could be mede, while the
conference is being prepared, not only for non-member States, but also for
non-governmental organizations, private institutions, even individuals with a
demonstrated interest in disarmament, to make their contributions to such a
conference.”" (A/PV.1987)

WDC "would be organized and function within the framework of the United ﬁa.tiona,
in sccordance with its established practice and procedures.” (A/8817, annex I)

"Study must also be msde of the possible future relationship between any
preparatory body for such a conference and" the CCD. (CCD/PV.581)

There should be assurance that "the calling of such a conference would not give
cause for delay to specific arms conirol or disarmament negotiations underway '
elsevhere". (A/8817, annex I, A/PV.198T; A/C.1/PV.187T5)

Chile

‘ WDC "aftsr proceeding to a detailed consideration of all the aspects of the

' problu, should reach a position where it has worked out urgent practical measures,

. l(mt inposet)l by the majority vote of the conference, but rather accepted by all States".
A/EV.1990

‘... any duplication of the work of any organ of the United Nations would be
oxpreuly avoided". (A/C.1/PV.1880)

gz

"The WDC should mot be called upon to substitute its work for the activities of
Kother organs, such as the CCD or other underteskings such as the bilateral conversations
h\bctmen the United States and the Soviet Umon, or the treaties - both world-wide and

1 regionel - on 3pecific aspects of disarmament." (A/PV.1990)

| Recalling that "the Chinese Government has consistently stood for the convening

. of & world conference to discuss the question of the complete prohibition and

thorough destruction of nuclear weapons," China said that "as for the level of the
conference, ... /they/ etill hold that it should be attended by the heads of Government
of all countr:.es, but we are alsc prepared to hear und consider different opinions".

(A/ PV.19951

; Recalling that "the Chinese Government has consistently stocd for the convening

of a world conference to discuss the.gquestion of a complete prohibition and thorough
{ destruction of nuclear veapons", China said that "as to whether it should be convened
4 inside or outside the United Rations, this question is open for discussion and
consultation". (A/PV.1995)
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rus
Re. date: "... only after careful and adequate preparation." (4/8817,
annex I) '

"... should continue long encugh to finish its agenda."

Re. duration:

Re. site: Favoured site “most convenient to Member States and the United
Nations Secretariat, and which would also provide a world forum on this issue."
(A/8817, annex I) :

WDC "could meet at stated intervals tc evaluate progress during the interim
periods". (A/8317, ammex I) .

The WDC is "to be convened every three or four years ... If there is no
possibility at present of convening a WDC, the only alternative i§ to convene the
United Nations Disarmament Commission". (A/C.1/PV.1949)

"... the conference, and any othéf disarmament forum at present existing or

to be created, must be organically related to the United Nations, which ultimately
is charged with the responsibility for world dissrmament and for the maintenance of
international peace and security. Any attempt to set up the conference outside the
framework of the United Nations would result in parallelism, contradiction and
diffusion of efforts". (A/PV.1996, A/8817, annex I) . '

"... in the meantime, current bilatersl or multilateral disarmament
negotiations should be encouraged to continue”. (A/8817, annex I)

Czechoslovaks

Re. date: "The earliest possible™ date.

Re. site: Welcomed "the possibility of such a conference being held in one
. OF the neutral States". (A/8817, annex I)

"... we bold the view that it would be'adxlsgble, and even essential, to convene
a WDC at regular intervals, every two or three years”. (A/8617, annex I) :

Viewed the WDC "as an international body that would work on a permanent basis".
(A/C.1/PV.1935)

WDC "be held within the framework of the United Nations", (a/8817,
annex I) TR

"Our Committee /CCD/ could be helpful in the preparation of background materia:
as well as in other measures concerning the WDC. In order to make the work of the
conference easier, it will be geod if it is provided with perfect information on
achievements, proposals and discussions in individual fields of disarmament talks
held so far." (CCD/PV.550, CCD/PV.567) '

"The holding of a WDC ... should not lead to a disruption of the activities
of existing organs with regard to the discussion of disarmament questions, and this
applies particularly to those @gans which by their activities have achieved useful
results., I have in mind primarily the CCD." (A/C.1/PV.183k)

-108-_




A

Democratic Yeman
See I1I.
Denmerk

Re. date: "... it may create complications for the preparatory work if any
definite date for the convening of the conference is fixed at the present early
stage. A convenient date for the conference to teke place without undue delay
should be fixed once the preparatory work has made sufficient progress.”
(A/8817, aannex I) ' '

Re. duration: It "should de subject to the outcome of the preparatory work
... based on general experiences from other comprehensive internatiorel
conferences, it might be adequate to aim at a duration not exceeding five to six
weeks". (A/8817, annex I)

Re. gite: ™... it should de agreed upon from considerations of economic and
functional expediency. 3Such considerations lead the Danish Government to refer to
New York as an sppropriate possibility.” (A/8817, annex I)

The WDC should be held "under the euspices of the United Natioms". (A/8617,
annex I, A/C.1/PV.1829)

"A WDC should in nc way reduce the importance of those organs and channels
for disarmament negotiations which are already being used."” (A/C.1/PV.188k)

-S8es also 3.
Ecuador
"... believes that the CCD should be retained as a negotieting organ

independent of any preparatory organ for the conference that might be convened."
(A/c.1/PV.1883)

B e

Re. durstion: "... four te six weeks." (A/8817, annex I)

Re. site: For reasons of facil'tiss and "conditions enebling universal
participation, the proper choie~ wouid be Geneva, the city long assccisted with
disarmament negotiations". (  J817, amnex I)

WDC viewed as an instrument of a temporary cheracter. (CCD/FV.6C3)

m; WDC should be held "under the auspices of the United Natioms”. (A/8817,
annex I

The ¥DC "does not seek to stop the work in sny ol those forums" {existing -
bilatersal or multilateral foruas). (A/PV.1985)
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El Salvador:

"We favour a WDC so long as it is prepared and convened by the United Neticms,
as an undertaking of the Unitéd Nations and as a way of invigorating the system of
collective security advocated in the Charter of the United Nations." (A/PV.1994)

Finland

Re. date: "as soon as possible". (A/AC.167/%.2, annex)

Re. duration: "... depends on the thoroughness and the progress of the
preparatory work." ' (A/8817, annex I)

Re. site: Geneva. (A/8817, annex I)
The WDC should be held "under the auspices of the United Nationms".

"The WDC should ... be regarded not as an alternative avenue of approach but

‘@s a corollary to the valuable work of the CCD in Gemeve."” (A/AC.167/L.2, annex,
A/PV.2045) ‘ '

" .. a WDC cannot be conceived in a manner thet would irn effect disturt the
established negotiating patterns which by tangible results have proved their
usefulness in disarmament work. ... The intention with a WDC would be rather to
give new inspiration and impetus to this work by giving the international ~ommunity
an opportunity to rededicate itself to the aims of general and complete
disarmament, which remains the ultimate goal of all disarmament efforts".
(A/C.1/PV.1882)

France

Re. date: "... we feel it premature at this stage to :ske a position. The
conference should obviously not meet until its preparation has reached a
satisfactory level."

Re. duration: "... the conference will ... have to be set in relstion to the
agenda which is drawn up and the importance of the points which appear on it. If
the results obtained at the end of the meeting are convincing enough to give us
legitimate grounds for hope, we would not be against the conference's holding one or

several sessions at a later date." (A/C.1/PV.1882, A/8817, aunex I, A/C.1/PV.1882,
A/8817, annex I) '

"Since the Charter confers on the Uniled Nations General Assembly end the
Security Council responsibilities in the field of disamament, it would be _
desirable to maintain close contact between the world conference and the United
Nations, which, moreover, could lend the ccnference logistic support." (A/8817,
annex I)

Gernan Democratic Pepublic

Re. site: ... would agree to any city which ensures the proper holding of the
conference and an equal participation of all States." (A/8817, amnex II)
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"... it would be adequate to estsblish the conference as 2 permanent body to be
periodically convened in plenary session every two or three years. These world-wide
confercnces tc be held regularly could review achievements in the ield of
disarmament, give recommendations for priorities in dealing with problems of
disarmament and arms limitation, and give advice for future work On new agreements.
In addition, working commit * ecould be set up, as the need may arise, to desl
during and between the coni ences with special disarmament issues conferred on them
by the plenary session of the WDC." (A/8817, annex 11) )

-

Germany, Federal Republic of

"There ought to be sgreement that the conference should not impair the .
current bilateral and multilateral negotiations in the field orf disarmament and . |
arms control." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex]j

Ghana

Re. date and duration: "... the choice of date for the conference should be
contingent upon the time taken over the preparatory work ... As for the duration
«++ & five- to six-week duration might be considered, in the light f the volume of
work vhich the preparatory committee might recommend." (A/C.1/PV.2883)

"tle envisage a WDC meeting perhaps every two years, but having authority to set
up its own subsidiary committees as it sees fit, with participation on an equal or
equitable basis open to all." (A/PV.1985 )

"... we have reservations on the idea that the WDC 'should probably become s

permanent internationel forum active for a long time'. In ocur view, nothing could
distract more from the urgency of the Soviet proposal than this idea. For it would
mean that the peoples of the world are being called upon to live vith the arms race
permanently. This should not be so. Rather the psychological momentum which the
Soviet proposal creates for the cause of disarmement should make it possible and
necessary to fix a time limit for the WDC to finish its job in an identifiable time.
We do not care what time limit is fixed, whether 10 or 20 years. In fact, we would
consider 20 years as not unrealistic, given the difficulty of the task. This is why
the linking of a WDC with the Disarmement Decade is inescapable.

" "The value of giving a definite life term to the WDC would also have an
important consequential effect on related matters of vital importance to
international peace and security." (A/PV.1985)

"... the proposed WDC should operate within the framework of the United Nations
and that it should serve as a supplementary orgen to those existing at present and
provide the forum where all States can deliberate on the principle of equality and
universality, on all disarmament problems". (A/C.1/PV.1883)

"... we cannot sgree to the suggestion that it /WDC/ can exist side by side
vith already existing /non-UN/ forums and chennels which are being used at present
for disarmament negotiations. ... these existing forums are dominated by the two
super-Powers, which have actually not addressed themselves seriously to
disarmament programmes as such, and are not sufficiently open and representative.
These existing institutions, therefore, if they are to be used at all, will have
10 be modified and their terms of reference and procedures of work revised if we
are to reach the gosl of general and complete disarmement". (a/Pv.1985)

«ille



Greece

See lo

ana

_ "... our dgebate on the need for strengthening international security would
indeed be in vain if vhere were no universal willingness t5 give to ... /United
Netions/ the ability to institutionalize ways and means for adequately sgiving the
goals of disarmament and peace-keeping.” (A/C.1/PV.1832)

Rungary .

"Re. date: Hungary felt "justified to hope that steps will be taken without
delay for the convening of the World Disarmament Conference in a short time."
(A/AC.167/L.2/4dd.3) -

Re. duration: "five to six weeks".

"Austria should be asked if it can undertake the responsibilities of organizing
the conference. If yes, we propose Vienna." (A/8817, annex I)

"The first conference could fix the date for possible subsequent conferences."
(A/8817, annex I) _

" .. the conference ought somehow to be in close connexion with the United
Nations Organization. ... There is every Justifiecation for the conference to be
convened and for the principles of its deliberations to be evolved in agreement
with the General Assembly of the United Nations, as well as for the General
Assembly - selso with the object of taking an adequate stand - to receive a detailed
veport on the activities and results of the conference. Responsibility for
orgenizing the preparation of the conference, for paying the expenses of the -
organization and holding of the conference should be agsumed by the United Nations
Orgenization"”. )

... the Committee on Disarmament could play & constructive role in the
preparation of such an international conference"”. (CCD/PV.STT)

". ... 8 WDC could give a new impetus to disarmament talks held in various forums
on the bilateral, regional or multilateral level". (A/C.1/PV.1938) :

"... the preparation and holding of a WDC dces not diminish the importance of
those disarmament forums which exist todasy or which may be drought into being in
the future". (A/C.1/FV.1875)

India

Re. date: "A WDC could be convened shortly after the preparatory work has been
completed.” (A/8817, annex I)

Re. duration: The duratiom could be ";bout eight weeks". (A/8817, annex I)
Re. site: "Agreement could be reached on any venue vhich would ensure

universality of psrticipation of all States and proper facilities for the conducting
of the conference." (A/8817, annex I)
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~  WDC "open to ates should | 22
of the United Nations". (A/8817, annex I)

India "finds it difficult to accept the argument advanced by a nuclear-weapon
netion that a conference of this kind is unnecessary” as the opportunities are
available in the First Committee, "because all States are not Members of the
United Nations". UNeither does India accept the argument of "adverse repercussions
on the constructive negotiations" in CCD. (A/C.1/PV.1880)

It was "widely recognized that there should be a small negotiatingfbody that
could take up the guidelines developed in the deliberative forums ané conduct
serious and detailed discussions on specific problems and issues with a view to
exploring the possibility of negotiating internationally binding instruments for
achieving progress towards the realization of global security based on
disermament. It is also recognized that the Committee on Disarmement needs ‘to
attract the participation of two nuclear-weapon States, so that it can become a
better and more effective instrument of disarmament negotiatiocns”. (A/C.1/PV.1953,
A/PV.1990) .

Hoped that "ideas and principles emanating frem the WDC would strengthen the
CCD ... stimulate and further strengthen all bilatersl and multilateral efforts
and negotiations" and "complement and ..ot duplicate such efforts". (A/C.1/PV,1680)

"It is essential that multiletersl disarmement discussions should be further
intensified on both the deliberative and negotiating planes, and a link should
be maintained between the various deliberative forums and the negotisting body."
(A/8817, annex I) '

CCD's work in the future would be "on the basis of the guidelines and
priorities that would be developed at a WDC". (A/8817, annex I)

Indonesia

Re. date: "... deems it prefersble that we should not Lind ocurselves to a
date, but that the conference will only be convened after.we are reasonably

assured of its chances of success, on the basis of findings resulting £ q
"preparatory work." (A/C.1/PV.188k) g § trom carefut

"It is elso the conviction of most Member States that the conference should be
convened periodically but should not detract from the disarmament negotiations
conducted elsewhere."™ (A/C.1/PV.1952)

"It should be held under the suspices of the United Neations." (AIPV;1962)

"... & permanent institutional link should be forged between this disarmament
conference and the United Nations. There has been broad agreement in past years
that the control organ to review progress and supervise any disarmement treaty =
should come under the aegis of the Security Ccuncil. By resolution 1722 (XVI), the §
General Assembly recommended that disarmament should be carried out under ‘effective |
international control'. To the Indonesian delegation, this can only mean within
the United Nations." (A/PV.1989)

See also 3,



Iren

"... 1t does not seem to us to be desirabie tc . -atter disarmament efforts.xxx
ees it would be disestrous to- compromise work slready under way, even if ita
results are minimal." (A/PV.1990)

"Accordingly, ... any disarmament conference must be envissged in the
framework and under the auspices of the United Nations." (A/PV.1990)

Ireland

i in
"We would need to be convinced that a WDC could achieve more success
resolving the difficulties than the forums mentiored [First Cormittee, Disarmament
Commission, CCD/ and that indeed it would nct hamper the important work of the

cep." (A/PV.1987)

i ‘ ‘ r ! t be proceeding,
"At a stage when the preparatory arrangements for a WDC migh
there should be no slackening of the disarmament work of the United Netions and of
the CCD and their roles and relationships with the Rroposed conference would need
to be carefully negotiated and clearly established. (A/PV.19§7)

Italy

Re. date: The WDC "could be held in Geneva, without excluding other sites
from being taken into consideration. s+ the date for convening the conference
should be established only when the preparatory work has elicited the existence
of a basis for consensus such as to warrant the hope that the conference will be
successful.” (A/8817, annex I)

"After the conference, that organ /the preparatory committeg7; or a similar one,
could remain in existence and succeed to the present CCD for the implementation of the
decisions of the conference as well as for the continuation of the multilateral
negotiations which are slready taking place.” (A/8817, annex I)

The WDC should be held "under the aegis of the United Netions". (A/8817,
annex I

"Their presence /China end France/ would not only impart a strong impetus to

our work but also fully equip this conference /CCD/ to play a preparatory part in
the organization of a WDC." (CCD/PV.5L4T)

Ivery Coast

"... the United Nations, which is coming close to universality, is the most
&ppropriatz framework within which such a conference should be held, and it is
thererore under its aegis that the conference should teke Place ... Results /Gf the
WDC/ should be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration and endorsement."
(A/C.l/PV.1899) - ,

Japan

Upon the recommendstion of the preparatory committee, the General Aasembly
should decide the date, site and agenda for the conference. (A/8817, annex I)

=114



"... the conference could be held under the auspices of the United Nations
as long as the possibility of perticipation of all States in the conference is rot
impaired thereby.

¥ oo The convening of & WDC and the establishment of a preparatory cormmittee
for such a conference should in no way delay the negotiation of concrete disarmement
rcasures in the existing forums, nor should it prejudice the functions of these
forums." (A/8817, annex I) ' '

The conferance "should be held in such a manner that it will not prejudice the
activities of this Committee /CCD/ ... and ... should make = positive contribution
in asdvancing disarmament negotiations.as a whole by maintaining systematic liaison’
with this Committee. ... We consider that this Committee could play an important
role in the preparations for such & conference," (ccp/pv. 562)

Kenvya

Re. date and duration: "The conference could be.held at a date escceptable to
the majority of States interested in its convening. The meeting should last at
least two months. ... Extensive and thorough consultations must precede aay
decision for the final date of the conference."

Re. site: The conference could be held st "any place convenient 2mdfor
agreeable to the mejority". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex! ’ :

"The ... conference should be held ... under the auspices of the United
Nations. The Secretariat of ibe working committee of experts should co-.rdinate
its work with the United Nations Secretariat, and the final report of the WDC should
be submitted to the United .Jations." (A/AC.167/L.2, ennex, A/8817/44d4d.1)

Kuwait
"..: th? conference should take place under the aegis of the United Hations,

not cutside it. The United Natioms should serve as its umbrella, end sustain it.

In that way the conference would not be in conflict with the Organization's efforts

{or dissrmament or & duplication of its activities, but a complementary factor in
1ts crusade for total disarmament." (a/c.1/Pv.1875)

. Kuwait holds that "the WDC should not preclude any regional arrangement or
b;lateral accord designed to curb the arms race. In fart, such bilateral accords,
like that recently achieved in Moscow, pley a cardinal role in the field of

disarmament, sometimes more important than public debate in this very Committee."
(A/C.1/pv.1875)

See also 3,

Lebanon

Re. date: The middle of the

decade would b i i
conference. (A/C.l/PV.1889) e an cppropriate time Fo hold the
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Lebanon "has deep apprehension about the notion that the conference may have to
hold pericdic meetings. It may then develop into a permanent deliberative body, thus
perpetuating the existence of the armaments problem and consclidating the power of the
powerful nations and condemning the weak to permanent impotence." (A/PV.1995)

"The conference should be held within the framework of the United Nations ...
the necessary consultations and preparations must be made within that framework,
end ... the General Assembly and the CCD must continue to play a principal role in
its conduct.”" (A/C.1/PV.18L0O)

See also 3.

Liberia |
Re. duration: In the view of Liberia the WDC should last for three months.

Re. site: "... the venue of the conference should be the Headquarters of the:

United Nations, which would thus enable fuller attention and interest to be focused
on the work of the Commission. The fact that all missions accredited to the United
Nations are seated at Headquarters means that much more izterest cculd be generated
by the entire United Nations membership in the task and sccomplishment associated
with the question of disarmament. In addition, the holding of meetings of the WDC
at Headquarters would curtail costs both to the Secretariat and to Member States,
many of vhom may acceredit the staff of their mission in New York as their
‘representatives to the conference." (A/C.1/FV.1879)

.- . the General Assembly could consider the desirability of future meetings of
the conference and the intervals at which such meetings should be convened."
(A/C.1/PV.1879)

", .. a WDC should be established as en importaat body of the United Nations".

(A/PV.2051)

Malaysia

Malaysia "reiterates its support for the convening of a WDC under the auspices
of the United Nations". (A/PV.21L5)

"We cannot conceive of the WDC being held outside its only appropriate
framework, the United Nations." (A/C.1/PV.1889)

Mauritania

" See 3.
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Mexico

" Be. durstion: ... it would seem advisable to envisege a duration of two to
three months.”

®... the vorld disarmement conference ... should meet every three or four
yesrs.” (A/C.1/FV.1872)

¥... the institutionalization of a world disarrasent conference, cpen to all
States end meeting wvith the regularity mentioned, lasting for two or three months ’
would be filling an obvious gap and making an invaluable contribution to the
fulfflling of its own responsibilities by the General Assembly." (A/C.1/PV.1872)

Re. site: "... Geneva would seem to be the most apvropriate site for the WDC."

(A/8817, sonex I} - -

¥, .. it would seem advisable ... for the conference to reccmmend to the
General Assexbly that in future there should be three main organs for the promotion
of disas==ment: (a) The General Assembly ... the supreme organ, would receive and
congider reports from the other two, which it could entrust with specific tasks;
(b) the WDC replacing the Disarmament Commission, which would be dissolved in
order to svoid duplication and for other obvious reasons -~ would be open to 'all
States’; ... (c) a negotiating tody of asbout 30 members, preferably the CCD ...
FNaturally, for this to be_possible, various changes would have to be made which
would both increase its /the CCD's/ effectiveness and enable China and France to
teke part in its work.” (A/8817, annex I)

¥,.. the WDC is not intended to replace but, on the contrary, to strengthen
the pegotiating organ of limited membership, whether or not it keeps its name of
CCD or is given & different name. Nor will the holding of the conference in any
wsy jeopardize the continuation of bilateral negotiations.” (A/C.1/PV.1872)

*,.. the Conference could serve as sn instrument to ensure the reorganization
of the CCD, meking whatever structural or procedural changes are necessary so that
it [the CCD/ can become an effective body." (A/C.1/PV.1872)

See elso 2 and 3.

| .‘m:lia

Re, date and duration: "... in favour of conveiin on’ ossi
e ing the WDC as soon as possible
for & period of roughly ome to two months." (A/C.1/PV.1873, p. k2; A/8817, annex I)

_ Be. site: ",., the Mongolian delegation prefers Geneva." (A/C.l/PV.lB’?S)

d

Mongolis supports "the view that it would be advisable if the WDC were to

ion as & standing intermational bed;
y that weuld be convened periodic
onee every two or three years". (A/PV.1987, A/8617, annex I) ? B, sy,
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Mongolis "shares the view that the idea of convening a WIC should not have as
ite goal the infringing or diminishing of the significence of the various talks and
agreements that are at present going on on the subject of disarmament, and this
included the talks going on within the framework of the Geneva Disarmament Committee".
(A/PV.1987, A/8817, annex I)

Morocco

"The duration of the conference should be decided by the body arpointed ... to
- perform the preparatory vwork and should be related to the draft agenda and the
importance of matters to be considered. In any event it should not be longer than
two months." (CCD/PV.581)

Re. site: "Geneva would appesr to be the most logical site for the WDC; however,
any country which may express the desire to act as host to the conference should also
be considered." (CCD/PV.581; A/8817, annex I)

Morocco expressed "certain doubts regarding the desirability of a WDC being
convened and then set up as a permanent body". (A/C.1/PV.1875)

"The WDC should be held under the auspices of the United Rations, but all
countries of the world should participate." (A/8817, annex I)

See also 3.

Nepal

Nepal "supports the idea that this conference should become an organ of the
General Assembly dealing with matters relating to disarmament. Disarmament is one
of the most important and complicated items befors the General Assembly. It would
therefore, be only a practical step to give this problem its due importance and
formulate a regular body directly under and reporting to the General Assembly."
(A/C.1/Pv.1883)

FetherTands

"A WDC should be held within the framework of the United Nations, thus
emphasizing the main responsibility of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament.” (A/FV.1995)

"The preparation of a WDC should not hamper the work of the CCD, although the
latter conference might be readjusted as to its structure, composition and
procedures." (A/PV.1995)

"It may vell be that one of the main results of & WDC would be the institution
of a nev negotiating body for disarmament as a suitable successor to the CCD."
(A/c.1/PV.1873) _




it

New Zealand

++- the WDC should be held under United Netions auspices." (A/8817, annex I)

"... consideration of the proposal for a WDC should ... be without prejudice
to the ongoing work on disarmsment in the ccp.™  (A/8817, ennex I)

Nigeria ) -

Re. duration: "Consideration could be given to a duration of four to six
weeks." (A/C.1/PV.1875) '

Re. site: "... any site considered should be one that is generally acceptable

to all and that offers adequate and satisfactory working conditions."
{a/c.1/Pv.1875) : R

A WDC "should operate within the framevork of the United Nations".

<+ & WDC should not be a forum designed to replace the CCD." (A/C.l/PV.lB?S)

Nerway

Re. site: "... it would be desirable to choose & city where the United Nations

already has a marked and iong-standing Presence, and which can thus satisfy the

technical regui.ements and clearly associate such a conference with the United
Nations." (A/8817, ennex I) "

oo, o°c 8 possible WDC should be held under the auspices of the United Nations."
(A/8817, annex I) T '

"... the preparation and convening of such a conférence /should/ not delay

or hemper the various ongoing arms control and disarmament talks." (a/8817,
annex I)

Pakistan i ‘
“A world conference ... cannot be in permanent session." {A/PV.1996)

"If it is envisaged that the conference should be outside the United Nations
framevork, complex questions concerning preparatory work, organlza.ticn2 verve and
financing will arise which are not susceptible to easy solutions.” (A/PV.1953)
Peru

The WDC should be held "under the eauspices of the United Hations and in the
most universal framework possible". (A/PV.1996)

Philippines

The WDC "should either be held under the auspices of the United Nations or be
organically related to it.
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"Thought should be given to the activation for this purpose of the
Disarmamant Commission." (A/PV.1959)

Although the WDC "might well serve several purposes, including that of &
timely review of the progress made thus far towards disarmament, it could in nc
way take the place of the kind of detailed working out of speecific problems that
is now being done in the CCD". {A/PV.1959)

Pcland

ReS durations The WDC "could last one month or slightly more". (A/8817,
annex I

Re. site: Two basic criteria: "(a) organizational and conference facilities
for an internaticnal gathering of that size; (b) conditions for normal work of ell
the participants. By now there are several cities that could easily meet those
criteria and be host to this important conference, and Geneva, for example, is
definitely one of them." (CCD/PV.57S)

If agenda of WDC necessitates, "two or three sessionel committees
simultanecusly at work has to be envisaged". (CCD/PV.575)

WDC "for obvious reasons - could not be called upon to pursue negotiations of
specific agreements or seek to replace the existing organs and forms of
dizarmament negotiations. What it should do, however, is to make an over-all
review of the present state of disarmament negotiations pursued in the existing
bodies and to elaborate recommendations pertaining to the military, political,
economic and social aspects of disarmament and, finally, to set forth priorities,
principles and guidelines for the future disarmament negotiations."
(A/AC.167/L.2/A34.1)

The WDC could be convened Eeriodiculﬂ' once every three yeers.
(A/C.1/PV.18Th)

The work of the CCD "itself would benefit from the preparations for the WDC,
it would take on & new momentum for consideration and more effective solution of
the problems on cur agenda". (CCD/PV.591)

*

CCD was qualified not only to help prepare for the convening of WDC "but =iso
to follow and translate its recommendations into practicel terms of specific draft

agreements”. (A/C.1/PV.1935)

¥or Poland "the existing or possible future disarmsment forums and the WDC
would cgm:titute mutually ccmplementary and co-operating organs". (A/8817,
anpex I . )

WDC "would not replace the existing mackinery for disarmament negotiations".

CCD could be designated as "its permanent organ" conducting "disarmament
negotistions entrusted to it" by the WpC. (A/C.1/PV.187k)

See 2lso 3.
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Romania

Re. date apng duraticn: " in no event later th
. . en e &nl h- °
duration of the conferenze should be determined in el

it to fulfil itg mandate.” (A/86817,. annex 1)

“"The periodic convening of the world conference at two- to three-year
intervals would make it possible to review achievements in the field of °
. disarmament and to decide upon priority measures for each stage and the action
required for their implerentation, while at the same time providing the

necessary framework for the effective negotiation of new disarrament
agreements.

) The optimum
the light of the time needed for

"In order to carry out the muitiple tasks developing on the world conference,
an intersessional disarmament council might dbe established, with the participation
of all interested States. The Council might operate through standing committees
set up for negotiations on particular categories of measures, such as nuclear
disarmament, partial disarmement measures, conventional disarmament and general

~ disarmament." (A/B&l?, annex I)

"... the conference should be prepared and held under the suspices of the
United ilations. Regular links would eventually be established between the United
Nations and the world confercnce." (£/8817, arnex I)

See also 2,

Saudi Arabia

Regarding €xpenses of the WDC, Zgéudi Arabigj'believed it "should be borne

exclusively by the nucleer Pcwers and by voluntary contributions of the non-nuclear
Powers.," (A/PV.1985)

Sierra Leone

Re. site: "Although it would have preferred it to be located in the third
world, any country which is agreed upon by the majority will be acceptable to us."
(A/c.1/Pv.1889) . . ~

Endorsed proposél of WDC "at the level of the United Nations".

belsierré<teoﬁe,.the WDC "need not prejudice the usefulness of such machinery
for disarmament negotietions” as the CCD and other disarmament bodies.
(A/c.l/Pv,1889) .

Spain

Re. date: "The WDC could not be o ~ducted effectively prior tc the European
conference on sscurity and co-operation. (4/881T, arnex I)

Re. duration: "The duration of the WDC could be one or two months, vithout
Prejudice to its meeting again on one or more subsequent occasions." (A/8817)

Re. site: "Geneva mignt Se an appropriate site." (A/8817)
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WDC "should be independent of iiis United Nations, althoush sppropriate
co-ordination should be maintained between any body which may result from it and
the United Nations. The United Nations should provide assistance to the
preparations for the conference in the form of technical and, if possible,
financial collaboration." (A/8817, annex I)

M. .. Vvery special care should be taken to maintain the necessary flexibility
so that the conference will make possible and promote, rather than interfere with,
the parallel holding of bilateral or multilateral talks between the great Powers
on specific aspects of disarmament which affect them particularly, without
prejudice to the a.ppropriate exchange of information and necessary co-ordination
between the two levels of negotiations." (A/8817, annex I)

Sweden

Re. duration: For Sweden, "four to six weeks would seem to be sufficient
time for the conference., If s0 decided, a second session or perhaps sessions at
regular intervals could be held lster." (A/8817, annex I)

Re., site: "GCeneva was the most suitable site.” (A/8817, annex I)

In the view of Sweden, the WDC "could most appropriately and advantageously
take place within the framework of the United Natioms." (A/PV.1989)

For Sweden, "the future role of the CCD, which in its present form has proven
regrettsbly unproductive, or its substitution by some new central negotiating
body, should be decided in the light of a thoroughgoing general examination,
preferably &t the WDC or, possibly, in the Disarmament Commission of the United

Nations". {A/C.1/PV.19%1)
Syrian Arab Republic

The WDC shculd be "held under the auspices of the United Nations".

"The fear that a conference may do harm to the existing bodies dealing with
disarmament is ... greatly allsyed by the fact that the preparation for the
conference haz necessarily to take into account all the groundwork laid by these
various bodies. The conference would thus strengthen their task, and not
undermine it." (A/C.1/PV.1887)

Turkey

"Site, date and agenda ... skould be taken up during the preparatory work'".
(A/8817, annex I)

"Shares with many other delegations the view that such a conference would
mcre effectively serve the purposes of the Disarmament Decade if it is convened
within the United Hatioms." (A/PV.1994, A/8817, annex I)

An "important question in comnexiocn with the WDC is the relationsh!) between
the conference and the disarmament forums which already exist. While it is
important to define the link between the CCD and the proposed conference, before
the eonference convenes, care shouid be taken not to hamper the work of the CCD in

any wvay." (A/PV.199k)
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" Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repubiic

Re. duration: "The appropriate duration of the work of the conference could be
set at one to one and a half months." (A/8817, annex I)

Re. site: WDC could be convened "on the territory of a State which could
create the necessary conditions to guarantee the participation in the work of the
conference of all countries of the world." (A/8817, annex I, A/C.1/PV.1877)

WDC "could become a permanent body and be convened at regular intervals,
every two to three years. ... The conference could also give instructions to

smaller)workﬁng groups concernlng discussions of disarmarent matters."” (A/8817,
smmex I .

United Nations "could and should play an active end constructive role in the
preparations for and the holding of the conference, in particular, in ensuring that

the organizational and financial questions connected w;th the holding of a WDC are
settled.” (A/8817, annex I) :

WDC "in no way d1m1nlshes the importance of the international organs and forms
for disarmament negotiations which have been used hitherto and which are still being
used not without success. On the other hand, a WDC would loglcally supplement the
work on disarmament, nrovide & further impetus and open new perspectives"

(A/8817, annex I, A/C 1/pv.1877)

"Convinced that ... it is necessary to keep the CCD." (4/C.1/PV.1877)

Considers "that the convening of a conference of nuclear Powers could only
promote the successful holding of a WDC". The two meetings should not "be made
dependent on each other". (A/8817, annex I)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republiecs

Re. date: "considers that a WDC could be held within the one or two years
after the completion of the necessary praparatory work.

"... agreed with the representative of Peru that the Committee's main task was
to promote the convening of a World Disarmament Conference. His delegation did not
consider that a conference should be convened in the immediate future, since serious
and careful preparations were needed for such a conference, difficulties had to be
overcome and the participation of all States, including all the nuclear Powers, had
to be ensured. It should nevertheless be borne in mind that the United Nations had
been considering the question for three years, so that certain favourable

prerequisites existed for initiating practical preparations." (A/881T, annex I,
p. 69; A/AC.167/SR.4) .

Re. duration: "... the approximate duration of the conference could be set at
one to one and a half menths." (A/8817, annex I)

Re. site: "... the Conference could be held in a place where conditions are
such that all States in the world are able to participate.”
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"Tne. conference could become & permanent body. It could be convened at :
regular intervals, for example, once every two to three years. If that were the :
case, the conference would regularly draw the attention of all States to '
disarmament matters and would issue recommendations concerning prcblems requiring

jmmediate .consideration."” (A/8817, annex I, A/PV.19k2, A/PV.1978)

. .The USSR "is ready ... to accept the préposal that the WDC be carried out
within the framework of the United Nations". (A/PV.1996)

'?he WwDC "should :i..n no way detract from the importance of forums and channels
for .d:.sa.rmament‘.neggtmtlons which are being used at present, including the CCD.
The recommendations and decisions of the werld conference could become a new and

effective incentive for continuing and activating such talks". (A/PV.1978
CCD/PV.60k, CCD/PV.585, CCD/PV.545) (a/Pv.1978,

United Finrdor of Great Britain and 'ﬂorthern Ireland

Re. date: "... a definite date should not be aseigned to the conf: :ence until |
the work of the preparatory committee has made it clear that a satisfaccorv basis !
exists for the holding of & conference." (A/8817, annex I) ' :

Re. site: In tl3e view of the United Kingdom "for préctical and edministrative
reasqni the appropriate site for a conference might be New York". (A/8817,
annex i

The United Kingdom believes that the WDC "should be held witnin the United

Netions fremework". (A/8817, amnex I, A/PV.1990}

~ "If a WDC were held it would be able to review the efforts and the
composition of the CCD and it might be in a position to pake recommendations fer
the continuation and the expansion of the work of that body either in an enlarged
body based on that conference or in & new continuing group which could take over
and continue the work which the CCD has been dq_ing." (A/C.1/PV.187T)

United. Re'oublic. of Cemeroon

‘The WDC shouid be convened "under the 'a.egis of the United Nations".
(a/c.1/PV.188k4)

The WDC should be orgénized and held "within the fremework of the Organization"?
(a/c.1/pv.18L41) '

Uruguay "believes that the holding of & WDC should, over the long term snd |
Jooking beyond the present, result in replacement of the CCD by whatever organ such

e conference may decide upon”. (A/C.1/PV.1876)
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Venezuela

Venezuels had "serious reservations about the idea of meking the conference
's permanent international forum active for a long time'". (A/PV.1992)

The WDC "should be held under the segis of, and within the institutional
framework of, the United Nations". (A/PV.1992) '

-~

" .. we insisted that for this Disarmament Decade it was necessary to have a

strategy too. 1In avpplication of the principles and programmes for action to be
determined by the Conference, the strategy should in the opinion of our delegaticn
be entrusted to a permanent United Nations orgen. We have to think of a subsidiary
organ of the Asserbly, able t6 continue the task of the present CCD, with the
participation of all the nuclear Powers and major military and economic Powers,
with the adequate representation of the major gzographical areas and the various
political positions and stands. That organ, with the present title, "Committee on
Disarmament”, or with another title if that is deemed to be necessary, would report
annually to the General Assembly or to a revitalized Disarmament Commission made up
of all United Nations Members, which could meet pericdically. Finally, the WDC
could reet whenever the General Assembly considered that there were reasons to hold
it and whenever political circumstances were prepitious for it.” (A/PV.1992) - '

1

" .. there should be a negotiating body that would have generally speeking,
the same mandate as that given to the CCD. This organ should be created by the
General Assembly; it should have a limited composition and should be composed of
all the nuclear Powers as well as States chosen on the basis of political and
geographical representation that should be partially renewed every three or four
years so that other States would be allowed to participate in the work of the
group without affecting the continuity." '

" .. The organ thut could replace the present CCD could be more briefly
entitled the disarmament committee." :

"We would suggest that the Disarmeament Commission be revitalized so that it
could periodically and with more time than the Assembly can muster, study the
progress achieved and give guidelines, for future work of the Committee."
(a/c.1/pPv.18k2)

Yugoslavia

"The Covernment of the SFR of Yugoslav': wishes to draw attention to the fact
that - bearing in mind the great importance of disarmament for peace, international
security and development in the world - the Fourth Summit Conference of non-aligred
countries, held in Algiers in September 1973, devoted particular attention to this
question, demanding, in paragraph 75 of its Political Declaration, that a world
disarmament conference, with the participation of all States, should be convened as
soon as possible. The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, as an active
participant in the said Conference, fully supports this stand.” (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.h)

\

Re. duration: "... the conference could definitely last for more than a
month."” (A/8617, annex I) o
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Re. site: "... any site which is widely acceptable and offers satisfactory
working conditions is egreesble to ... Yugoslavia." (A/8817, annex I)

" . the WDC should hold regular sessions within specific intervals, once
every two to three years, depending on the decisions of the first conference and
‘requirements of the international community, and it eould meet in extraordinary
session at the request of a certain number of States Members of the United Nationms.

"The permahent body of the conference would be dound to work on the ]
implementation of its decisions and submit reportis thereon, between two sesrions,
to the General Assembly of the United Nations." (A/8617, snnex I)

"A WDC should work under the euspices of the United Hationus."
(A/8817, annex I) )

"A WDC should work under the auspices of the United Nations."
(A/8817, annex I) : '

¥ ee it will also be necessary to consider the role which the United Natioms
Commission on Disarmement would have to perform with a view to enabling a number
of countries to contribute actively to the preparations for this Conference."
(ccp/pv.s5u8)

Zambia

Re. site: Zambia "remains openminded as regards the venue of the conference,
elthough we would prefer to have it held awsy from New York." (A/C.1/PV.1883)

The WDC "should be held under the auspices of the United Nations".
(a/C.1/Pv.1883) ‘
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B. Positions presented in 1975

1. Attitudes and positicus of Government to the
convening of a world disarmament conference

| Barbados

The Government of Barbados supports the idea of convening a World Disarmament

Conference. (A/AC.167/1/Add.k)

- Bolivia

My Government believes that the World Disarmament Conference could be the

. appropriate forum for negotiating agreements on & world scale which would be
: binding on all the peoples of the world, since it would have neither the exclusive

nature of the Security Council nor participation limited, as in the case at the

j Disarmament Committee, to & fifth of the membership of the United Nationms.

While realizing that the World Disarmament Conference could not eliminate the
differences existing between the great Powers which have the power of decision and
the other Members of the United Nations and that it might provoke political
confrontations with negative results for the currently prevailing détente, my
Government would prefer to be optimistic and trust that the possible benefita
would outweigh the risks, and it therefo.: believes that the Conference should be
held. Furthermore, there have already been some very positiv: steps along the
roed to disarmament, such as the Treaty on the Non-Prcliferation of Nuclear
Weapons and its recent revision, the acceptance of international control over
general and complete disarmament and the declaration of peaceful intent vhich led
to the present decade being proclaimed the Disarmement Decade, in close
association with the Second United Nations Development Decade.

Recent events, which seem to have been given new and powerful impetul by the
development of science and technology, call for & new approach to peace which is
devoid, as far as possible, of political passion; they cail for joint action aimed
at clarifying the problems of the present day at a special conference convened in
keeping with the principles of the Charter at which all Members of our “
Organization can participate with equal rights.

My Government regards as highly useful any internationel forum in which
nations can express their ideas and proposals for disarmament, thus reaffirming
the resolutions adopted to that end, which up to the present have not been duly
implemented.
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Bolivia has missed no opportunity to demonstrate its steadfast devotion to
peace. Throughout its history, a firm will to peace has prevailed, often
sustained by sacrifice involving sacred interests whose defence could have led
the country to incur heavy expenses in order to build up arsenals of war at the
price of neglecting its most pressing needs. Thus, Bolivia can today state with
legitimate pride that the largest item in its budget goes to education.

True to our peaceful calling, we supported the draft resolutions considered
at the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly under the title "General and
complete disarmament”, encompassing everything relating to the manufacture,
stockpiling and use of weapons which, because of their dangerous, cruel and
destructive effects not only on human beings but also on the ecology, should be
eliminated once and for all as decisive factors in conflicts arising among
peoples.

Our only concern is that political considerations may turn this conference
into yet another forum which, instead of searching for the equitable, pragmatic
solutions sought by mankind, will serve only to increase ill will and deepen
existing grievances. But, even so, an attempt should be made to provide a new
opportunity for nations to demonstrate their maturity in a matter of such crucial
importance as the new arms race, representing as it does an imminent threat to
the maintenance of peace. (A/AC.167/1/Add.2)

Bulgaria

Its position stems from its unchanging policy in support of all initiatives
and efforts, the aim of which is to realize the purposes and principles of the
United Nations Charter with a view to strengthening further international peace
and security. The proposal for holding a world disarmament conference is
particulerly aimed in this direction.

The détente in international relations was established as the predominant
trend in international life of recent years. The efforts of the peoples are
centred on broadening this trend and extending it to cover all regions of the
world. Conditions were created which enabled the political détente to find
concrete manifestations in the field of disarmament by commencing the
implementation of different practical measures towards disarmament leading to
general and complete disarmament. The international agreements concluded in the
field of disarmament, such as the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, the Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear
Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor,
the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction ete.,
show that, despite their difficult nature, the problems of disarmament have
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become ¢ constant item for discussion at oilateral and multilateral fora within
end outside the United WNations. The agreements signed between the Union of
Soviet Sccialist Republics and the United States of America oa the prevention of
suclear war and on the limitation of strategic weapons and others, are a source
of hope that it is possidle to halt the arms race. .

The Government of the Pecple's Republic of Bulgaria is of the opinion that
recent internstionsl developments have made the convaning of & world disarmament
conference in the nearest future both timely and =xpedient. A number of
resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at previous sessions
on the inftiative of the Soviet Union and relsted tc this question have embodied,
the vill and desire of the overvhelming majority of Member States.

A number of important international fora and organizations, such as the
conferences of the non-aligned States, the World Peace Council and the Congress
of the Peace Porces (Moscow, 1973), have spoken out resolutely in favour of the
convening of & world disarmsment conference. All this gives us good reason to
think that the poiitical preparatory work for a world disarmement conrerence has
in fact been laid down.

The General Assembly has entrusted the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Disarmement Conference with the task of preparing and submitting an analytical
report, conteininrg its conclusions and recommendations. This decision shows the
desire of the overvhelming majority of the States Members of the United Natioas
{0 commence in practical terms the preparation for the conference with s view to
its early convening. The positive results obtained from tke work of the Ad Hoe
Comxittee during 197h are emcouraging.

3 Emphssizing the importance of this decision, the Covernment of the People's
Republic of Bulgaria also notes with satisfaction tne fact that three out of the
five nuclesr States take part in the A2 Hoc Committee. Their contribution to
its work can only be welcomed by all who cherish the cause of peace and
discrmament. The People's Republic of Bulgaria is hopeful that the other two
puclear States, vhose refusal to participete in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee
represints the major obstacle to reaching early progress in the preparation of
the conferezce, will comply with the desire of world pubiie opinion and will
Join forces with the other countries so that the conferziuce can be coanvened as
soon ss possible. (A/10069)

Byelorussisn Soviet Socislist Republic

The time vhich has elapsed since the Soviet Union raised the question of
tbe convening of a world disarmament conference at the United Nations has
convineingly siiown the importance and expediency of this initistive, which has
gsined wide support in the United Nations. This is shown by the resolutions
vb.ch were unanimously adopted at the annual sessions of the General Assembly
from 1971 onwards. Various international govermmental and nop-governmental
organizsations, including such authoritetive bodies as the conference of
non-eligned States, have advocated the speedy convening of the conference.
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The arms race swallows up vast material and human resources, and diverts them
from the purposes of peaceful construction. The adoption of agreed measures t> end
the arms race would release colossal resources for the solution of urgent
socio-economic problems. Disarmament is in the interest of all States without
exception, because the arms race is harmful to all countries, including those which
do not take a direct part in it. The holding of a world disarnament conference
would undoubtedly be a substantial contribution to the solution ¢f the disarmament
problen,

The intensification and expansion of the process of détente in the world and
" the development of peaceful co-operation among States irrespective of their
political, economic and social structure create favourable conditions for the
elimination of the obstacles to th¢ world disarmament conference and the solution
of the question of its convening.

The convening of the conference and its decisions would contribute to the task
of the further intensification of détente, the addition to it of military détente
and its transformation into a permanent and irreversible factor of international
life. (A/AC.167/1)

China

‘It is quite understandable that disarmement is a matter of concern to people
vhen the arms race, and especially the nuclear arms race, between the two super-
Powers has become more intense and glaring. But hopes are one thing, reality
another. For instance, we all talked sbout disarmeament here a year ago. Now,
after a year has passed, have the armaments accumulated by the two super-Powers
decreased, or have they increased? In our view, they have increased. Is the
danger of war greater or less than last year? In our view, at least one cannot say
it is less.

Why is this so? Firstly, because the two super-Powers are fiercely contending
with each other on a global scale. And their arms expansion and war preparations
serve their policy of hegemonism. Secondly, because the super-Powers, when faced
with increasingly scute economic troubles, inevitably turn to the further
militarization of the national ecoromy &3 the way out. In this regard, the present
situstion resembles that of the 1930s in many ways.

Disarmement is an old issue. And China's views on it were well known. We are
in favour of disarmament. But we favour genuine and not shau disarmasment, still
less empty talk about disarmament coupled with actual arms expansion year after
year. Some say that anyway to hold a disarmament conference is better than none.
We understand this well-intentioned desire. But we consider that, when the arms
race between the two super-Powers, which directly threatens the people of the
vorld, is being stepped up and when the super-Power with the label of "socislisa"
is actually bent on using empty talk at a disarmament conference &s a cover for its
arms expansion and war preparstions, the convening of a nominal disarmsment
conference or its preparatory meeting will only produce the objective effect of
lulling the people of the world. (A/PV.2252)
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Cuba

The Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Cuba once again confirms its
unqualified support for the holding of a world disarmament conference in which all
States of the world, whether Members of the United Nations or not, whether large
or small, whether they have nuclear weapons or not, would participate under .
conditions of equality and with the same rights.

The holding of a world disarmament conference as soon as possible is of
crucial importance for the realization of the aspirations of the progressive and
peaca-loving peoples in the matter of general and complete disarmament.

In recent years the General Assembly has repeatedly endorsed the holding of
the world disarmament conference, meetings of non-governmental orgenizations have
also expressed support for the conference, and on & number of occasions the
non-aligned countries have called for this important world event to take place as
soon &s possible. (A/AC.167/1/Add.3)

Czechoslovakia

This year, the whole world will commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the
termination of the Second World War. During that time several important
international issues have been discussed on world-wide scale, issues concerning
practically all the States, suck as the question of the law of the sea, those of
world population and food, living environment etc. However, dissrmament problems
have not, so far, been subjected to such treatment, although their importance and
urgency has been generally recognized practically by all the States for a long
time. That is why the Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic believes
that the time has come to initiate concrete preparations for the convening of a
world disarmament conference. It is necessary to take advantage of the present
state of gradual relaxation of international tensions and purification of the
political atmosphere in the world and to add to this also a détente in the
military sphere. From the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament
Conference (A/9628), it follows unequivocally, and it was also confirmed in the
course of the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations General Assembly, that
the overwvhelming majority of all States advocate the convening of such a
conference in the near future. One cannot, therefore, agree with the objections
binding the convocation of the conference to the fulfilment of a number of
pre-conditions, which is tantamount to delaying the holding of the conference
indefinitely. Particularly unsubstantiated are the proposals demanding that
extensive preparatory measures be undertaken in the fields of arms limitation and
disarmament whereby the long-term obhjective of the conference is asctually
presented as the means and the condition for its convocation. KNeither does any
Justification seem to exist for the fears that the convening of a world
disarmement conference would be detrimental to the already existing bodies engaged
in multilateral negotiations on disarmament issues. On the contrary, their work
could be suitably combined with and camplement that of a world disarmament
conference. These bodies could cover the expert negotiations, draft the texts of
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the different agreements and take charge of questions which could not, for lack of
time, be dezlt with by the world disarmament conference. Thus, it would be
possible to take advantage of the experience of many years acquired by the
Conference of the Committee on Dissymament in Geneva during negotiations on
partial disarmanent questions which led to the elaboration of several important
agreements and treaties representing the most significant steps made so far along
the road to disarmament. (A/AC.167/1)

Egypt

The time is ripe to tackle disarmament, in particular, nuclear weapons within
a universal conference, and to start the process of laying the foundations for a
phase of mutual and universal restraints, the jJustification for which is the
interlinked security requirements and the need for arms control by all the
countries of the world. Egypt, for this reason, supports in primciple the
convening of a world dissrmament conference open to the participation of all the
countries of the world. (A/AC.167/1)

Firland

The Government of Finland firmly supports all measures that further the cause
of disarmament and, consequently, has from the beginning given its full backing to
the convening of a world disarmament conference. The Government of Finland
believes that a distinct opportunity exists for successful disarmament
negotiations and that a world disarmament conference would play an important role
in furthering such negotiations. (A/AC.167/1/Add.1l)

France

The French Government stated at the outset its support for the convening of a
world disarmament conference in the preparation and work of which all nuclear

Powers would participate.

The views of the French Government on this question have already been set
- forth in connexion with the survey carried out by the Secretary-General pursuant
to resolution 2833 (XXVI) and contained in document A/8817 of 25 September 1972.
(A/AC.167/1/A44.1)
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German Democratic Republic

The German Democratic Republic attaches great importance to the preparation
and realizetion of & world disarmament conference. It has therefore worked
actively for the proposal submitted by the USSR to convene such & conferefice_and
has already made rumerous suggestions on how to implement this proposal.

Resolution 3260 (XXIX), which was unanimously adopted at the twenty-ninth
session of the United Wations General Assembly, reflects broad support for the
holding of a world disarmarent conference. The Cerman Democratic Republic sharss
the view of the majority of States that calling such a conference would meet
the peoples' aspirationq to safeguard peace through effective disarmament measures.

The German Democratic Republic works for international dStente to be
strengthened and deepened, to be expanded to all regions, and to penetrate all
spheres of co-operation among States.

To make peace and international security stable, a halt must be called to the
arms race. This increasingly proves to be the decisive issue in the struggle to
secure a lasting peace. '

The States of the socialist comrunity have submitted numerous proposals

. designed to put an end to the nuclear arms race, to achieve the cessation of

nuclear tests in all media and by all States, to prohibit chemical weapons and
to reduce the military budgets of the five States permanent members of the

- Security Council by 10 per cent and utilize part of the funds thus saved for
. developing countries.

A major contribution towards limiting the arms race could be made by

' implementing the ‘proposal approved at the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations

General Assembly to draw up a convention on the prohibition of action to influence
the environment and elimate for military and other purposes incompatible with the
maintenance of international security, human well-being and health.

The German Democratic Republic holds the view that conditions for the calling
of a world disarmament conference are more favourable now than ever before znd
that the time is ripe for taking the necessary steps. The continuing process of

. détente has had an exceedingly favourable impact on the settlement of major
- problems. The agreements between the USSR and the United States of America on
- the limitation of strategic arms and the prevention of a nuclear war clearly

- indicate this. As a result of their top-level meeting at Vladivostok, the

representatives of the USSR and the United States of America declared that an
agreement on the limitation of Strategic offensive weapons can still be concluded

~ between the two States within this year. Such a step would, no doubt, have a

: f§w?ura§1e effect on the realization of further measures of disarmament and arms
- limitation. (A/AC.167/1/Add.1)
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Guinea .

First of all, the concept of disarmament does not in itself imply the
production and possession of a type of weapon, even one belonging to the category
of so-called conventional wespons.

Rather, it is the purpose assigned to these means of ‘destruction, be they
nuclear, bacteriological, chemical or even conventional, which must be stressed. |
By way of proof, one need only consider the use of asphyxiating bombs in Viet-iam
or the so-called conventional weapons placed at the disposal of South Africa by
the Imperialist Powers which can be used in time of peace as well as in time of
war to realize that there is actually very little difference between thnese two
types of weapon.

In other words, the Government of the Republic of Guinea feels that while
"the problem of disarmsment is of paramount concern to all countries, because it
relates directly to the preservation of international peace and security, it is
understood that the question in its technical and technological aspects concerns
firstly the countries which produce nuclear, chemical and bacteriological weapons.

But, in addition, as we said at the twenty-seventh session of the General
Assenbly, all countries must be associated in the various discussions concerning
the p.oblem of disarmament and the possible convening of a world disarmament
conference. The problem of peace ... is of concern to the entire world. Peace
m'st belong to everyone. Two, three or four countries cannot take decisions on
behalf of all continents; hence the pro™lem of disarmament, and, particularly,
the problem of peace are not the exclusive concern of one nation, however grest
or strong it may be. All these matters, which are connected with the prohibition
of the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, bacteriological and other weapons are
of concern to the Republic of Guinea, but we wish to discuss them together with
ell other countries, without having piecemeal, biased or false solutions imposed
upon us.

Moreover, we repeated at the plenary twenty-ninth session of the General
Assembly that of all problems the problem of disarmament is unquestionavly both
the oldest and the most current, because it is the field in which so little
progress has been made. It is talked about far more on an amateur level than
out of real couviction. It goes without saying that a game of hide-and-seck is
still being played: first between the possessors of those means of mass
destruction and then between them and the rest of the world.

In conclusion, we believe that the existence of a lasting peace must be based
on respect for the sovereignty and unity of peoples. Let no one tell us that it
is with the purpose of establishing a certain balance of forces in.the world that |
some Powers are arming the racist régime of Vorster or the .Zionist State of Israel.

The problem of disarmament cannot be dissociated from that of the elimination
of oppression and exploitation in the world, for as long as colonization persists, -
the germs of war will persist likewise. Therefore, what is needed is to strike at
the root of the evil; in other words, to eliminate colonization in all its forms
in order to open the way to international peace. (A/AC.167/1/Add.S5) -

-13k-



|

Hungary

The people of the Hungarian People's Republic have recently celebrated the
thirtieth anniversary of the country's liberation and now they are preparing to
commemorate the anniversary of the end of the Second World War, the historic victory
over fascist oppression. When - between two such celebrations - the Government of
the Hungarian People's Republic summarizes its standpoint concerning the world
disarmament conference, quite understandably it cannot help recalling the situation
of 30 years ego.

In consequence of the war which the ruling class had forced upon the people
against their own interest, Hungary lost about 5 per cent of her population; ,
direct military expenditures consumed two years' total national income and, together
with the damages of the war, the losses amounted to the equivalent of five years' ’
national income, counting with an average of the pre-war years. It is fully
understandable, therefore, that the Hungarian people and their Government attach
special importance to every step, initiative and measure which may be instruagental
in averting wars and in eliminating the dangers of a new war. Their attitude,
however, is determined, along with the experiences of the bitter pest, primarily by
& desire to protect their achievements in the field of socialist construction and
to safeguard the present and the future of the country. ‘

From the experiences of history, particularly of the last decades, the
Hungarian people have drawn the lesson and conclusion that only lasting -
international peace and solid security can ensure the conditions favourable to
their socialist construction work. That is why the Hungarian Government has set
it as one of the main goals of its foreign policy to strive with all its efforts to
bring about those conditions and, what is a pre-condition to that, to contribute,
within the limits of its possibilities and capabilities, to eliminating the dangers
of a new war, to strengthening the peaceful coexistence and wide-scale co-operation
of States having different social systems. ' ’ :

Starting from the realization that, as a result of the steadfast peace policy
of the socialist countries, first of all the Soviet Union, and through the
consolidation of the world-wide process of international détente, it has become a
realistic possibility in our epoch to avoid world wars and to settle peacefully,
by means of negotiations, contested internationsl problems, the Goverament of the
Hungarian People's Republic is determined, in all possible ways and by all possible
means, to carry that peace policy to success, to extend political détente to the
military sphere also, to make existing lisar.nament measures truly universal and to
create the proper atmosphere necessary to further steps in this field.

The aspirations of the people of this country and the endeavours of their
Government are expressed in a proper and condensed form in the programme declaration
vhich the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party, the leading force of the society, has
recently adopted at its eleventh congress. The Programme decleration summarizing
the tasks for a longer period to come, in the part entitled "International tasks and
endeavours", among others, says the following: .
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"In our era, the preservation of peace, the prevention of the threat of a ;
new world war, the freeing of peoples from the nightmare of a nuclear war !
ere in the vital interest of humanity. i

"Phe insitutuional implementation of peaceful coexistence smong countries
with different social systems is, at the same time, a fight for the reduction
and cessation of the arms race, for a ban on weapons of mass destruction, for
general and complete disarmament, so that humanity can already in our time be
freed forever from the danger of a new world war.” (A/10090)

Indonesia

Recent events in the field of arms control and disarmament have convinced the
Indonesian Government that the need to convene without delay a world disarmament
conference 1s greater than ever before. The Government of Indonesia is encouraged‘
by the prospects that, after several years of discussion on the question of
convening a world disarmament conference, a consensus would finally emerge at the
forthcoming session of the General Assembly, resulting in the formulation -of
proposals which would receive widespread and general endorsement. (A/AC.167/1/Add.2)

Kuwait

Kuwait has consistently supported the convening of a world discrmament
conference, because it believes that all countries, big and small, have an equal
stake in disarmament. For the past two decades disarmament negotiations have nct
been very productive, because they have been conducted in the form of a dialogue
between the two super-Powers. Disarmament agreements have changed the nuclear
arms race from & race of quantity to a race of quality. Kuwait, as a developing
country, would like the race to end altogether. (A/AC,167/1/Add.1)

Mongolia

The position of the Government of the Mongolian People’s Republic on the
question of convening a world disarmament conference is set out in the letter of
30 August 1972 from the Mirister for Foreign Affairs of Mongolia addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Mongolia continues tc advocate the
speediest possible convening of the conference because it believes that the holding
of'th§ conference, with the participation of all States, would be a constructive
contribution to the attainment of the gcals of disarmament.,

R The WO?ld Disarmament Conference should help to direct the efforts of all
States towards the immediate solution of the most urgent problems of disarmament. .
It could very usefully discuss practical measures for limiting and halting the arms

race, particularly the nuclear arms race, and for banning other types of w
mass destruction. (A/10093) ’ ¢ 7 : sepons of
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Netherlands

T ———————

Y
-}i 1]

' The views of the Netherlands Government on this question have been expressed at
i geveral occasions and are reflected, among others, in documents A/8817 and A/9628.
| These views remain unchanged. (A/AC.16T/1/Add.4)

§

|
1
[
~

| Poland

! Proceeding on the assumption that each State, regardless of its size or
. the degree of its development, can and should make its own contribution to the
.- search for the best possible solutions in the field of disarmament, corresponding to
| the current state of international affairs and commending themselves for acceptance
gt the present stage, and that the consolidation and irreversibility of the process
~ of political détente make imperative its extension into the military sphere, Poland
‘i holds the view that early convening of a world disarmament conference would be the
. most appropriate step towards universalizing and enhancing the effectiveness of the
- disarmament efforts. Indeed, it is Poland's firm belief thet the easing of the '
burden of armaments, which the peoples of the world have to bear, is becoming the
| imperative of the day, if not a historical necessity. The release of the vas®t sums
' now being spent on armaments would accelerate economic and social development in
' general; it would create better conditions for world economic co-operation, and it
would also provide additional assistance to developing countries, thus contributing
' to the implementation of the purposes and principles of the Charter of Ecoromic
- Rights and Duties of States. (A/AC.167/1)

- Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

See under 2,

»f Yugoslavia

i Proceeding from the positivns set forth in its reply to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations on 31 August 1972 (A/8818), the Government of
¥ngoslavia, taking into account the development of internationsl relations and,
in particular, the present disturbing situation in the field of disarmament,
wishes to point out the following:

. Degpite the wishes and endeavours of the largest number of Member

S?ates of the United Nations to achieve positive results in the field of
disarmament, the arms yace is continuing and is even becoming more intensive

?rom year to year, as reflected in the enormous increase of military expenditures;
in the further development of existing systems of armaments, especially nuclear
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-own burning economic, social and other problems,

‘deterioration of the economic situation in the world, particularly by the

armaments; in the develdépment of new, even more effective systems; as well as in g
considerable increase of investments into scientific research for military . |
purposes. The arms race is taking place between the largest and richest |
countries of the world in the first place; but, at the same time, it imposes on ‘
small and medium-sized countries, developing countries, the necessity to set
aside for their own armaments - in order to ensure their own security -
considerable resources of which they are in such a dire need fer solving their

The international situation is rendered even more complex by the

difficult position of the developing countries and inedequate assistance to such
countries; by the existence of areas of crisis where sharp conflicts and wars
bresk out from time to time; and, especially, by the lack of an adequate system
of security in the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations. Consequently,
it is all the more necessary to convene a world disarmament conference which
could - provided it is thoroughly prepared .- contribute towards halting the

arms race and undertaking resoiute and planned actions for the implementation
of disarmament measures. (A/AC,167/1)
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2. Main objectives of the Conference

Austria

-~

(a) To provide an opportunity to discuss all aspects of disarmament, arms
limitations and arms control;

(b) To lead, if possible, to concrete agreements;

(¢) To impart a positive momentum tc further negotiations in the various
} fields of disarmaement. Since such further negotiations maj, for practical
reasons, again teke place in smaller bodies, one of the tasks of the conference
could be the discussion of the most appropriate form and composition of such a body
or bodies.

)

\ 2. In the view of the Government of Austria all these points continue to be
valid. In addition, however, the Government of Austria wishes to recall various
suggestions made during the last years in the course of discussions on the holding
of a Wbrld Disarmsment Conference.

3. On several occasions Austria has drawn attention to the proliferation of
bedies within end outside the United Nations concerned mainly or exclusively with
questions of disarmament. Apart from the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament, a number of committees or groups have been created to deal i.e. with
the reduction cof military budgets, the establishment of a peace zone in the Indian
Ocean, napalm and other incendiary weapons, the establishment of nuclear free zones,
and with peaceful nuclear explosions. Outside the fremework of the United Natioms,
the most notable such bodies =re the strategic arms limitation talks (SALT)
conducted in Geneva and the negotistions on the mutual reduction of forces and
armaments and associated measures in Central FEurope held in Vier:.a. Obviously, the
necessity of some co-ordinating measures arises from such a situation. In the
opinion of the Covernment of Ausiria, therefore, the World Disarmament Conference
could well discuss the question of appropriate co-ordinstion,

L, One of the most important objectives, that of -universality, has to be
achieved at the very begianing of thie World Disarmement Conference by ascertaining
the participation not only of all nuclear-weapon States ox all militarily important
States but also of all other States whlo of necessity are affected by the arming or
disarming of others.

5. A specific example for the necessity of both nuclea: and non-nuclear
universality is the question of non-proliferation, where an increasing division
between-signateries to the non-proliferation treaty and non-signatories has begun
to eppear over the last years. There is, besides the General Assembly of the
United Nations itself, no appropriate body for the discussion of problems common to
both groups of countries, a lack particularly deplorable in view of the sbove-

mentioned development. {A/AC,167/1/Add.3 and Corr,l)
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Bulgaria o |

The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria maintains that the
principal task of a world disarmement conference is to be the discussion, with the
participation of all countries, including the nuclear ones, of the different
problems of disarmament and primarily the problem of general and complete
disarmement. Such a conference will facilitate the study of the real possibilitieg
of achieving effective results and will make it possible to focus the agreed
efforts of all States in this field.

, All along, the conference should also devote its attention to different
partial measures involving the curbing and halting of both nuclear and
conventional arms races as well,

A world disarmement conference will help to acquaint better world public
opinion with the dangers of continuing the armaments race. It will also help to
mobilize world public opinion to take speedy measures towards disarmament.

The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria is firmly convinced that
a world disarmament conference will be,yet another impetus to the endeavour of
peoples to achieve concrete results in the field of general and complete
disarmament. The conference could beccome a turning point in such an endeavour.
That is why pre-conditions cannot be accepted, for in actual fact their aim
is to thwart the convening of the conference. (A/10069)

elorugsian Sovie i t 8 .

With regard to the objectives of the conference, the Byelorussian SSR
considers that it should be a forum at which all States without exception, on the
basis of equality, can express and compare their views on all aspects of
disarmament problems, in respeot of both weapons of mass destructlon and
conventional forms of arms and armed forces.,

A broad and comprehensive exchange of views during the conference would
clarify the position of all States on various aspects of disarmament and would make
it possible to determine by combined efforts the most effective ways and means of
solving this problem. This would undoubtedly promote more purposeful talks on
disarmament and more effective activity by States in agreeing on specific
disarmament measures.

In the opinion of the Byelorussian SSR, the most important objective of such a
representative internationsl forum as the world disarmament conference should be to
consider and determine ways and means of attaining the main and final goal of all
disarmament measures - general and complete disarmament - which, as has been
stressed in many decisions of the United Nations General Assembly, will create a
reliable basis for the complete elimination of the threat of war from the life of
human society and for ensuring lasting international peace and security. The
attainment of this important aim would undoubtedly contribute to the economic and
social progress of all mankind.
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This of course does not exclude the pos. wality of consideration at the
conference of the question of separate psrtial measures aimed at ending the arms
rece end achisving disarmament. Such partial measures could apply both to
weapons of mxse destruction and to conventicnal forms of arms.

The conterence could also consider and approve measures aimed at the.
implementation of existing agreements and conventions on limiting thg arms r?;ce and
at the implementation of the United Nations Ceneral Assembly resolutions on -"Non-use
of force in international -relations and permanent prohibition of the use of nuclear
veapons” and "Reduction of the military budgets of States perienent members of the
Security Council by 10 per cent and ut. .ization of part of the funds thus saved to
provide sssistance to developing countries”, on the creation of nuclear-free zones
in various sreas of the world, and sc forth. Any specific questions eontributing.
to the slackening and cessation of the a&yus race, the control of the growth of
existing types of arms and of the development of new types of arms, and the
renuncietion by States of the use of scientific achievements for the purpose of
improving means of destruction, could be considered at the conference.

1

In the course of discussions at the conference additionsl urgent qu?stions
would eserge which could be settled and agreed on in a practical mammer in the
course of talks, . . : :

world disarm:ment conference the. efforts of States aimed at imp:!.ementing
disarmement measuyes will become more purposeful and more dynamic. (A/AC.167/1)

The Byelorussiasn SSR is c@i:vinced that as & result of the convening of th'g

m

A world disermament conference, open to all. States, would be a suitable forum
in which to co-ordinate and-activate the efforts of ail the peace-loving forces
in the worli afmed st achieving a real progress in the field of disarmament. Such
& conference would prepare the ground for all States, particularly all the nuclear
States, to be able to participate in the implementation of an effective
disarmament programme.

L XN J

The Cowernment of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is awasre of the.fact that
a sutuel clarification, classification and unification of the main objectives of
that conference are a necessary pre-condition for the holding of a world
disermament conference, and, st the same time, it notes with setisfaction that
certain progress has alreadv been achieved in that respect. From the very
clear-c 't information provided on that question by the report of the Ad HKoc
Committee on the Vorld Disarmsment Conference {A/9628), it follows that the views
of Governments on that issue concur to @ considersble degree, that they
complement esch other and that there are no fundemental contradictions among them.
She Governmest of the Czechoslovak Sccialist Republic, none the less, considers
it necessary to explain once more in greater detail and to sum up its suggestions

and comments on the main objectives of a world disarmeament conference.
A vorld dfsarmament conference attended by all the States, especiallir by' all

the nuclear Povers and countries possessing large military potentials, could
search for weys and meeus of solving disarmament problems on a global scale.
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The conference could evaluate and give support to world-wide efforts aimed at
disarmament, stipulate the main principles and priorities for the achievement of
the principal objective of all disarmament negotiations, i.e., general and complete
disarmement under effective international supervision. The work of the conference
would undoubtedly encovrage unity of purpose among States in elaborating
disarmament measures. The work of such a broad and important international
forum would eneble States to determine the most pressing aspects of the
dissrmament issue and to achieve, in practice, matually acceptable ways and means
of solving that issue. All States, without exception, could, on the basis of
equality, discuss the broad complex of questions relative to the halting of the
arms race and tc disarmement; they would have the possibility of expounding their
views and of reaching jointly the most effective, concrete and mutually
advantageous means and measures to sclve the disarmament problen.

A world disarmament conference could draw the attention of the international
community to the dimensions and the danger of the arms race and work out
erfective and mutually acceptable ways and means of limiting and halting that
Tr&ce.

A world disarmsment conference could provide an impulse towards the
settlement of current iaternational conflicts and the liquidation of the
existing hot-beds of wer and thus contribute to the achievement of the final
objective, the securir; of firm and inviolable peace for the whole of humanity
for all %imes.

The most important task of the conferend  should be the consideration of all
ways and means of achieving general and complete disarmament.

A world disarmament conference should exemine the entire complex of
disarmament questions both in relation to conventional weapone and armed forces
and, primarily, in relation to all the means and weapons of mass destruction,
proceeding from the fact that the greatest fears of the whole menkind are
generated by the nuclear arms rece. First priority at “he conference should
therefore be given to questious relating to the complete prohibition and
destruction of all nuclear stockpiles the use of which would cause irreparable .
damage and threaten the very existence of humanity. With a view to achieving
that objective, the world disarmament conference could discuss questions
relating to the prohibition of nuclear tests applying to all States and to
all environments and to other partial measures in the field of nuclear
disarmament. It would be useful for the conference to pursue also efforts
aimed at slowing down and halting the arms rece and relaxing international
tension: e.g., the questions of sbolition of all military bases on foreign
territory, reduction of armed forces and ermements in particularly exposed areas
and reduction of military budgets, especially on the part of great Powers. 'The
conference shruld slso focus its attention on questions relating to the complete
prohibition and Gestruction of stockpiles of all types of weapcns of mass
destruction: e.g., chemicali and other weapons.

A world disarmament conference could also study the results already achieved
in the sphere of disarmement and evaluate the significance of the implementation
of international agreements concluded in respect of partiel disarmsment measures
froum the point of view of their contribution towards the achievement of general
and complete dissrmament.
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The conterence could also consider questions relating to the negative
economic and social consequences of disarmament for all States and thus
stabilize the interrelationship between disarmement and economic development,
particularly with regard to the developing countries.

A world disarmament conference could prepare the soil for the elaboration
and consolidation of political principles necessary for effective progress in
disarmement negotiations. At the same time, the conference could create
conditions and foundations on the basis of which disarmament would become not
only_a moral but an international legal commitment for all the States of the world.

(A/AC,167/1)

Egypt

The Egyptian Guvernment thinks that the World Disarmament Conference should
give a new universal political impetus to multilateral negotiations in the field
of disarmament. The nature and scope of this impetus should allow clear
indications towards directing such negotiations to achieve effective arms conirol
and disarmement measures, particularly in the nuclear field.

The effectiveness of the collective security system as devised by the Charter
needs thorough consideration. Along with the irstitutions of disarmement, the
collective security system is a cornerstone in the maintenance of peace and
security.

[ X N}

The World Disermement Conference would concentrate continuously on the urgent
need to find means of halting the arms race, specifically, the progress of nuclear
armement, as a first step towards the ultimate goal of general and complete
disarmament. In this regard, Egypt has in mind the General Assembly's resolutions
during its twenty-ninth session for the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones
in the Middle Fast, Africa end South Asia, as well as on the resolution
concerning a comprehensive stu’  of the question of nuclear-weapcen-free zones in
all its aspects. (A/AC.167/1)

- Finlend

The World Disermement Conferepce would give the international community an
opportunity to rededicate itself to the aims of general and complete disarmament,
to restrengthen the political aims of disarmement and thus to determine goals for
the future disarmament negotiations and establish their order of importance. At
the Conference, due priority should be given to mass-~destruction weapons,
particularly nuclear weapons, as well as to the reduction of conventional armed
forces and armements to the levels necessary for the maintenance of international
peace-keeping.

In addition to the general goals of disarmament, the Finnish Government
considers all measures that are aimed at regional limitation of armed forces and
armaments useful for the promotion and realization of disarmsment. Reealling the
different efforts and achievements underteken on a regional level with & view to
the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in various parts of the world,
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the Government of Finland took the initiative which led to the adoption of

resolution 3261 F (XXIX), approved unanimously by the United Nations General
Assembly on 9 December 197h. In this resolution, the General Assembly decided
to undertake a comprehensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones
in all of its aspects under the auspices of the Conference of the Committee

on Disarmament. All these regional efforts should be kept in mind also in the
context of the World Disarmement Conference.

German Democratic Republic

A vorld disarmament conference at wvhich all angles of disarmament issues
cculd be considered and agreements reached would doubtlessly contribute to making
the process of international d€tente irreversible and to complementing it by
military détente and woyld promote general and complete disarmement. It would be
in line with this objective if all Stat.es could teke part as equals in such a
world-wide forum and if they could consider and agree on measures to limit and
end the arms race involving nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction and also
conventional weapons. This should include the banning of certain types of weapons
and their removal from arsenals throughout the world, as well as agreements that
keep the arms race away from new fields it has not so fer reached.

A world disarmament conference may give fresh impetus to the activities of
already existing disarmament bodies and to the universal application of
multilateral treaties already concluded. (A/AC,167/1/Add.1

Creece

The Greek Government considers that one of the mein objectives of a world .
disarmament conference should be the establishment of a real snd efficient
- disarmement under internationsl comtrol. It is understood that such a disarmament
should not be limited to the nuclear weapons, but should, also, include the
conventional ones which are used in local wars. Also, one of the major concerns of
the said conference should be the prohibition of weapons the use of which is
contrary o universally admitted humaenitarian principles, such as the use of napalm
bombs ete. (A/AC.167/1)

Hungary

Representatives of the Hungarian People's Republic have on numercus occasions
expressed the opinion that for the purpose of discussing all these tasks, as is
summarized above in a condensed form, a world disarmament conference would provide
the most suitable forum, where - on the basis of the results already achieved, and
also having learned better in detail the views and aspirations of each other - the
essential characteristics of the road leading to the goal could be defined, the
steps to be taken could be outlined and the initial impetus to the practical
elaboration of the most urgent measures could be given. (A/10090)

-1bk-



india

A world disarmament conference convened after adequate preparation, at an
appropriate time and with the participation of 211 States, casn play a useful role
in promoting the cause of securing lasting world peace based on disarmement. The
conference can mobilize and focus world public opinion onm the highest priority
objective of nuclear disarmament and elimination of all weepons of mass
destruction. The conference should secure the participation of militarily -
significant States, like France and China, in disarmement negotiations and provide
& fresh impetus to disarmament efforts. The conference can work out general
guidelines and establish priorities for the negotiating body. (A/AC.167/1)

ipdopesia

A basic objective of such an international forum would be that & brosd and
comprehensive exchange of views would clarify various daspects of disarmament,
while at the seme time, determine the nature of the combined efforts required to
promote egreement on specific disarmament measures. While priority should be
accorded to the consideration of nuclear disarmament, the question of conventional
disarmament should also be dealt with simultaneously within the ultimate objective
of general and complete disarmament. Finally, the work of the conference would
enable States to determine those urgent issues most frequently mentioned in
disarmament debates like universal and non-discriminatory arms control, relations
between defence expenditures and development etc., and to find mutually acceptable
ways and means of solving those issues. (A/AC,167/1/Add.2)

See under 30

Irgn

Any consideration of the possible objectives of a world disarmement conference
must recognize that this whole gquestion is closely linked to that of the timing
of such a conference, as well as the nature of the preparatory process leading up
to it. It is our belief that the preparations to be undertsken should be
conducted in an exhaustive and comprehensive menner.

Iran whole-heartedly supports the idea of a world disarmament conference. At
the right time, a world disermement conference, with universal participation and
adequate preparation, might lead to productive results in the field of
disarmement. However, to act in precipitate fashion and without paying due
attention to the practical realities surrounding the question of holding such a
conference would only damage the prospects for a successful outcome. The

complexities of the issues involved demand that we adopt a careful and 3tep-by-~step
approach.

One of the essential prerequisites of such an orderly approach is to obtain
the support and the active involvement of the nuclear-weapon States, along with
those of the potential nuclear and militarily significant States.
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As far as the objective of the conference is concerned, it should be borne in
mind that vhile the general and complete disarmament under effective international
control should remain the ultimate goal, a world disarmament conference should
strive, first and foremost, to achieve significant nuclear disarmament measures.

In order to achieve this purpose, during the preparatory stage, it is
imperative that attention be focused on ways and means of halting the nuclear arms
reace,

Thus, according to our conception, in order to prepare the ground for the
succesaful convening of a world disarmament conference, some of the genuine
obstacles now blocking its path will have to be removed. Accordingly, only
cautious and judicious planning and preperation can ensure that a world disarwsment
conference will be guided by realistic and tenable objectives. (A/AC.167/.

akag
See undex 3.

Aaly

The Italian Government considers that the basic objective of a world

disarmament conference should be to seek ways of achieving general and complete
disarmament under effective internstional control.

The Ttalian Goverument is convinced of the usefulness of vartial disarmament
neagures, However, such measures can be fully effective and produce lasting
results only if they are carried out as part of a ro-ordinated total disarmament
programme. Within such s framework, the links between nuclear ang conventional
disarmament and between world-wide and regional disarmament should become
apparent. (A/AC.L67/1/Add.1)

The views of the Govermment of Japan on the mein objectives of a world
disarmement conference remsin as they were presented in document A/8817, ennex I.

In this connexion, the Permanent Representative of Japan has further the
hcoour to refer to his statement st the 19th meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the World Disarmament Conference on U April 1975. The gist of this is contained
in document A/AC.16T7/SR.19, which reads as follows:

"Mr. Saite said that, with regard to the substantive issues involved

in the Committee's work in 1975, his Govermment's views were well known.
However, it was of great importance to re-emphasize that participstion of
all nuclear Powers was necesssry for the success of a world disarmament
confarence. More systematic lisison must be established with tke nuclear
Powers in the Committee's future work. He proposed that that should be
placed among the matters to be considered by the Working Group."

(A/AC.16T/1/844.1)




Kexys

The Government of Kenya was among the first to submit its comments on the main
objectives of a world disarmement conference in 1972 ané later in 19T4. The views

expressed then remain the same regarding main objectives, preparations, agenda etc.
(A/AC.16T/1)

Ewwalt

.The conference should seek to safeguard the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of all States.

?he-conference should be mindful of the fact that foreign occupation,
colonzallay and apartheid sow the seeds of conflict and compel the oppressed to
seek arms in order to liberate themselves through armed $truggle from these evils.

One of the_essential prerequisites for the success of the conference would
?e to secure universal participation in it. (A/AC,167/1/Add.1)

Madsgescar

The views of the Malagasy Government are already set forth in the report of the~”
Ad _Hoc Committee on the World Disarmement Conference (A/9628). These views were
reaffirmed by the representative of Madagascar in the First Committee in his
statement of 8 November 19Tk.

The Malagesy Guvermment considers that the primary objective of the conference
should be the total elimination and destruction of all nuclear weapons and weapons
of mass annihilation.

It shares the view that the conference should provide an opportunity for all
Powers, large and small, nuclear and non-nuclear:

(1) To evaluate the disarmament measures alresdy taken at the international,
regionel and bilateral levels; ‘

(2) To engage in a free exchange of views on:

- The various aspects of the threat to international peace and security,
such as nuclear or conventional weapons, or the establishment of
military beses and of a foreign presence;

- The responsibilities of each State in the gradual or immediate attainment
of general and total disarmament:

- The meane to be used jointly in order to achieve these sims.

(A/AC.167/1/Ad4.1)
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Mexico

At its 2309th plenary meeting, held on 9 Decerber 19Tk, the United Nations
General Assembly unanimously adopted resolution 3260 (XXIX) entitled "World
Disarmament Conference".

This resolution - the fourth adopted by the General Assembly on this
question - invited "all States" to communicate to the Secretary--General, before
31 March 1975, “‘their comments on the main objectives of a world disarmament
conference in the light of the views and suggestions compiled in section II of the
summary appended to the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament
Conference".

This memorandum, submitted in response to that invitation of the General
Assembly, contains the comments on the subject of the Government of Mexico.

The Mexican memorandum entitled "Opinion of the Government of Mexico on
the convening of a world disarmament conference® (A/8693), which was transmitted to
the Secretary-General on 1% June 1972 in response to the invitation extended by the
General Assembly in resolution 2833 (XXVI), contains the following paragraphs
concerning the "main objectives” of a world disarmament conference:

"The aim of the Conference should be to take the requisite decisions to
provide the United Nations with an effective disarmament system capable of
obtaining more encouraging results than those achieved@ to date in the vitally
important task which the Charter conferred on the Organization by specifically
instructing it to turn its attention to promoting ‘'the estsblishment and
maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for
armaments of the world's human and economic resources’.

"In order to achieve this end and make tangible progress both towards the
ultimate goal of the elimination of nuclear weagpons and general and complete
disarmament under effective international control and towards the immediate
adoption of partial measures to limit and reduce nuclear armements and suppress
other weapons of mass destruction, it will be necessary to strengthen
principles, review rules, develop procedures and update the international
machinery dealing with these questions.

“With regard to that machinery, it would seem adviseble, in the light of
the experience acquired during the 25 or 30 years since the San Francisco
Conference was held in 1945, for the Conference to recommend to the General
Assembly that in future there should be three main organs for the promotion
of disarmament.

"(1) The General hssembly, which should continue to be the supreme organ,
would receive and consider reports from the other two, which it ecould entrust
with specific tasks.

“(2) The VWorld Disarmament Conference - replacing the Disarmament
Commission, which would be dissolved in order to avoid duplication and for
other obvious reasons - would be open to 'all States'; it would meet every
three or four years in order to review progress in the field of disarmament,
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compere the development in regard to armaments and disarmement and adopt the
decisions which-the general review calls for. In short, within the United
Nations the World Conference would have the same position in the field of
disarmament as the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
in the economic and social field.

"(3) A negotiating bcly of about 30 members, preferably the Conference of
the Committee on Disarmament, which celebrated its tenth anniversary this
year. Naturally, for this to be possible, various changes would have to be
made which would both increase its effectiveness and enable the People's
Republic of China and France to take part in its work. First and foremost
arong such changes should be the abolition of the unusual institution whereby -
the nuclear super-Powers act as Co-Chairman, and its replacement by a
procedure more consistent with the principle of the sovereign equality of
States, such as the annual election of a chairman from among the ron-nuclear
States members or monthly rotation among all members as in the Security
Council."

Since 1972, the Government of Mexico has had occasion, through its
representatives at various international meetings, to refer repeatedly to the
question of the world disarmement conference. Among the numerous statements made
by representatives of Mexico, not only in the general debate and in the discussion
in the First Committee during the last three regular sessions of the General
Assembly but also at the 1972, 1973 and 197k sessions of the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament and last year in the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Disarmament Conference, reference may be made to the following paragraphs from the
statement made by the representative of Mexico on 23 October 1972 in the discussion
in the First Committee of the Genersal Assembly on the item "World Disarmament
Conference':

"Today we being consideration of the item that I should not hesitate to
call the most outstanding of all those dealing with disarmament and allocated
to the First Committee, namely, the convening of a world disarmement conference
open to all States.

"If, as the General Assembly of the United Nations declared in 1959 and
emphatically reaffirmed 10 years later, the question of disarmament is the
most important one facing the world today and if, as that same General
Assembly stated last year, all peoples have a vital interest in the success of
disarmement negotiations and it is, therefore, imperative that all States exert
further efforts for the adoption of effective measures of disarmament and, more
particularly, nuclear disarmament, it becomes axiomatic that the system which
for 10 years has been available to the United Nations to deal with disarmament
has proved itself obviously inadequate, primarily with regard to the question
of allowing all peoples of the world to make an effective contribution to this
matter which is of such interest to them, since, when all is said and done, it
is the very survival of man that may well be at stake.

"It is a fact that the General Assembly meets every year, but it is also
known that its agenda is always laden with the most diverse subjects.
Submerged among moie than 100 items, the outstanding importance of the items on
disarmament cannot be correctly assessed. Even in the First Committee itself
where these items are usually discussed, it is almost impossible for them to
receive the attention they deserve since they have to compete with many others,
some of which possess an importance that cannot be underestimated, such ag
those dealing with the law of the sea and the peaceful uses of outer space,
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And therefore, after three or four weeks of hasty debate in which, in order to
gain time, we generally examine these items jointly and not separately, the
Assembly is reduced every year to adopting & series of somewhat routine
resolutions. These resolutions are very similar to those that were adopted at
previous sessions-and, regardless of their tone of profound concern, of
Justified alarm or of imperative urgency, practically all of these resolutions,
for reasons which we doubtless all deplore but have thus far been unable to
modify, find their burial in inertia, resignation or obliviorn in the Conference
of the Committee or Disarmament.

. "The primary aim of the World Disarmament Conference, we believe, would be
to develop the possibilities of effective action by the United Nations in that
highly important metter, completing existing international machinery through
the addition of an org i of universal membership which would meet every three
or four years and which - without in any way infringing on the supreracy of the
General Assembly, on which it would be dependent - would in matters of
disarmement play a similar role to that of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in its own field, that is, in economic aud
social questions.

"We are firmly convinced that the institutionalization of a world
disarmament conference, open to all States without r "teption and meeting with
the regularity that I have just mention=d, for two oi- three months, would fill
an obvious gep and meke an invaluable contribution to the fulfilling of its own
responsibilities by the General Assembly. Among other tasks, the conference
would be entrusted with the tasks of conducting a careful study of the
practical implementation of the resolutions of the General Assembly, making an
objective assessment of the progress achieved in the field of disarmament,
comparing the respective development of armaments and disarmament, and adopting
decisions which it deemed appropriate as a result of its work.

"Thus the Conference would considerably strengthen what we might term the
deliberating machinery which has been available thus far to the United Nations
and which, as I said earlier, has in the last decade proved to be entirely
inadequate. If we want the new decade which started in 1970 and which was
proclaimed as the Disarmement Decade to give &ll States a chance to contribute
to the huge task of disarmament, then it will be imperative that a new organ be
rreated. A matter of this importance can then be considered in that new organ
with the thoroughness and care it deserves and thet organ will at the same time
offer an adequate forum to all peoples so that the voice of the human
conscience can be heard."

‘Both the asbove paragraphs and the relevant passage quoted previously from
the memorandum of 14 June 1972 continue faithfully to reflect the position of the
Government of Mexico with regard to the main objectives of a world disarmament
conference. This position is, moreover, in conformity with the pogition whici the
great majority, if not all, of the other Governments have conveyed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations or have expounded at various international meetings,
as can be seen from section II of the summary appended to the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the World Disarmament Conference and from paragraph 18 of the report
itself. (A/AC.167/1)
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Poland

With respeet to paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 3250 (XXIX),
by which the Assembly invited all States to communicate to the Secretary-General
their comments on the main objectives of a vorld disarmament conference, the Polish
Covernment wishes to refer again to its position, as communicated to the Secretary-
General in its earlier replies to his notes verbales, as well as in the statements
of its representatives at the United Wations. Still valid, t-at position is that
the main objective of a world disarmement conference should be to encourage
disarmament efforts by formulating guidelines and priorities with a view to the
ultimate gosl of general and complete disarmament. To that end such a conference
should seek to ensure that all aspects of disarmsment wiich are of interest to
States, in both the nuclear and conveptionsl fields, on a global and a regional
scale, are discussed.

It is entirely obvious that for practical reasons such & conference can hardly
be expected tc embark upon negotiation of specific measures or replace the existing
negotiating bodies, or, for that matter, reform either the procedures or the manner
in which such bodies are currently pursuing their disarmament negotiations. Such &
conference, with the participation of all States, should make an cver-all review of
the present state of disarmament negotiations. The elaboraticn on such a basis of
constructive recommendations a3 to the military, political, economic and social
aspects of disarmament negotiations, and the setting forth of proper priorities,
principles and guidelines for future disarmement efforts, would amount to a major
success of such a conference, one which would be greatly instrumental to
facilitating and accelerating the substantive negotiations now in progress in such
organs &s the Geneva Disarmement Committee.

Poland is firmly convinced that successful implementation of objectives
end goals of a world disarmement conference thus conceived weuld be a significant
step towards the consolid: jon and irreversibility of politicsl détente and
tantamount to the latter's -racticsal trensposition onto the military sphere.
(A/AC.267/1)

Mongolia
See under 1,

Norvay

Such & conference could thus serve as a stimulus for intensified efforts in the
field of disarmement. It could provide an opportunity for all States Membexrs of the
United Nations to participate more actively and directly in the various aspects of
this work. A werld disarmsment conference with participation of all nuclear-weapon
States could be the starting point for constructive world-wide efforts in the :reg

of disarmament. (A/AC.167/1/Add.1)
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Peru

The purpose of this conference, which should be held under United Nations
auspices, should be the consideration of all matters relating to disarmament in
general, including the negotiation and conclusion of specific agreements within the
conference, without interfering in or duplicating the work which in the sphere of
concrete agreements may be developing satisfactorily elsewhere.

A conference of this nature should therefore serve as the supreme body for
dealing with questions of disarmament, backed by the moral and political authority
of universality, and can make viable the essential objective of achieving general
and complete disarmament, giving guidance to States, evaluating progress and

achievements in the matter facilitating the establishment of the necessary machinery

end, finally, promoting the conclusion of agreements.

A world disarmament conference should as a matter of priority consider the
problem of nuclear disarmament, which curtails the suspension of nuclear tests in
all environments and, consequently, the gradual elimination of stocks of nuclear
weapons and weapons of mass destruction, and then consider, at a later date, the
problem of conventional weapons,

It should be noted that the holding of a world disarmement conference was
originally en idea of the non-aligned countries reflecting the universal feeling
vhich inspires the continuation of efforts to achieve disarmament.

Peru, which devotes most of the enormous effort it is making to the task of
~ development, notes with concern the growing acceleration of the arms race and
believes that a world disarmament conference which had the over-all objective
indicated above and could perhaps be held periodically, if convened in the

conditions which have also been outlined, should make it possible to give impetus to .

the current negotiations, alert world public opinion to the dangers of the present
situation, centralize the consideration and discussion of the essential and
ancillary aspects of disarmament and, by virtue of all this, strengthen the peace
and the security of all States. (A/AC.167/1/Ad4.5)

Qatar

We believe that the holding of such & conference vhich aims to effect general

i
i
i

and complete disarmament by banning the future production of nuclear weapons and theg
destruction of stored nuclear weapons would constitute a conrete step in our efforis!

to maintain world peace and security. (A/AC.167/1/Add.l)

Romania

The Socialist Republic of Romania on the main objectives of the World
Disarmament Conference was stated in the reply from the Romanian Government,
reproduced in document A/B817 of 25 September 1972, from which I quote the
following paragraphs:
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“Main objectives

"tie Socialist Republic of Romania conceives the World Disarmament
Conference as s high-level forum for debate snd negotiation, with the .
participation of all States, which would closely scrutinize, and make an
effective contribution to the adoption of, conerete measures aimed at halting
ihe arms race and achieving disarmement and, in particular, at the prohibition
and destruction of nuclear weapons.

“Mhe Romanian Government rees this conference as a major political action
for which all States snd sll Governments are called upcn to act in & spirit of -
responsibility towards their own peoples and the psoples of the whole world
and to contribute to the adoption of effective disarmament messures, in
conformity with the hopes for the peace and progress of mankind.

*Phe general discussions on disarmament held hitherto should be replaced
by effective nzgotiaticns, and concrete disarmement programmes should be
prepared and implemented in stages without further delay.

Withiv the framework of the World Disarmement Conference and during the
annual seesiong of the United Hations Cemersl Assenmbly, States should
periodically consider the manner in which the conference is carrying out its
wandate and review the progress achisved in implementing specific disarmament
programmes, at the seame time agreeing on any further measures snd ection which
wight be required at each nev stage.

“Zhe preparation, convening and work of the conference should induce
States to redouble their efforts to achieve disarmament, concentrating such
efforts on fie most important and pressing disarmament problems, the taking of
conerete steps towards general disarmament end, in particular, the abolition
of nuclesy wespons.

"ot only would disarmement be a step of major importance for peace
throughout the world, it would also directly acecelerate the advance of human
civilization by releasing substantial material and humau resources.

“If the developing countries were given but a fraction of these resources
to bolster their efforts, they would have the possibility of eliminating
uder-development mere quickly aud making swifier progress along the path of
economic and sociel advancement.

"By its composition, organization, activities and working methods, the

Disarmament Confereneev should provide & democratic forum, bassed on the
vrinciple of the eguslity of rights of States. O the premise that in the
contemporary worid no problem affecting = number of States can be -olved
without the direct participation of all concerned and respect for their
interests, and since all pecples are deeply interested in disarmament
provlems, the Romanian Goverrment comsiders it essentizl to ensure that all
countries, large, small and medium-sized, whether or not possessing nucleay
weapons, Hembers and non-members of the United Nations alike, can participate
effectively and on an equal footing in the discussions end negotiations of the
conference end in the adopticn of all its decisions.
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"Any preparatory measures concerning tho convening of the conference and
any agreement on disarmament reached at the conference should reapect the
legitimate rights and interests of all peoples and help to strengthen peace

and security everywhere.

"At the same time, the World Disarmament Conference should help to ensure
that people are kept fully informed of developments in the arms race, with its
serious consequences, and of the present state of disarmament; the Conference
should also help to mobilize all the forces of peace and progress to promote
the struggle for & rapid helt to the arms race and the implementation of
disarmament measures. World opinion should be informed of &ll the activities
of the world conference, the efforts deployed, the results obtained, and the
views, suggestions and 'proposals of States, so as to be sble to exercise
constant and effective controi."

: The recent course of international events confirus anew the correctness of the
Romanian Government's view as to the need to convene without delay the World
Disarmament Conference, whose main cbjective should be to consider and adopt
specific measures for achieving general disarmament, and in perticular nuclear
disarmament. (A/10083)

Spain

Resolution 3260 (XXIX) invites all States to communicate to the Secretary-
General before 3i March 1975, their comments on the main objectives of a world
disarmament conference in the light of the views and suggestions compiled in
section II of the summary appended to the report of the Ad Hoc Committee.

The Government of Spain wishes to submit its cbservations follewing the
approach indicsted in that resolution. It believes, however, that it is difficult
to separate consideration of the objectives from consideration of the reasons which
have been afivanced both for and against convening the conference, and that
consideration of both is in turn linked to the question of the necessary conditions
for holding the conference.

In section III of the report of the Ad Hoc Comnmittee submitted to the
twenty-minth session of the General Assembly (document A/9628). under the title
"Examination of views and suggestions expressed by Governmerts’ kK there are
sunmaries in separste paragraphs of points of view on the convening, conditionms,
objectives and orgenizstional aspects of the world conference. It may easily be
seen that the points of view on the ‘different groups of questions are closely
related, and occasionally identical. Attention was also drawn to that fact during
the discussions, and this constituted ocne of the technical difficultiss which the
Committee had to overcome in order to be able to arrange it: examinatic: of the
views received, in implementation of resolution 3183 (XXVIIf).
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Paragraph 18 of the report of the Committee concerns suggestions by
Governments on the main objectives of a world disarmament conference (submitted
before 5 August 19TL). That summary of the objectives suggested by Governments,
together with the more detailed summary contained in section II of the annex to the
report, are therefore the basic elements to be taken into account when submitting
further comments for the Ad Hoc Committee to study in 1975 under the terms of

- resolution 3260 (XXIX), before it submits its analytical report and its conclusions
and recommendations for the benefit of the General Assembly at its thirtieth
session.

Paragraph 18 of the report of the Committee provides & summary in nine
subparagraphs of the objectives suggested by Governments. The enumeration does not
follow a strictly logical order, and it would therefore be more appropriate to list
the objectives in a different order, while res.ecting the contents, so as to be
able to analyse them more easily. One possible logical order would be the
following:

Evalustion of the results achieved in the field of disarmament negotiations
and agreements (h)

A global approach to the problem of disarmement and to ways and mcavs of
solving it (4)

Encouragement of disarmament efforts and formulation of guidelineg for
practical disarmament measures and preparatior (v the ultimate goal of
gererel and complete disarmament {c)

. Denunciation of the continued arms race and preparation of a line ot action to
~ reverse it (i)

Helping States to agree upon the most urgent aspects of disarmement and of
control of the arms race (b)

Recommendations on the related aspects of disarmament problems (e)

Yudy of the negative economic and social consequences of rearmement (f)

Saving of funds for development (g)
Prohibition and elimination of weapons of mass destruction (a)

- & study of these nine groups of cbjectives reveals that they may be
classifiedi in three groups which are quite clearly distinguisheble: 1I. objectives
which would plsy an auxiliary role with regard to disarmament (evaluate, encourage
efforts, formulate guidelines, draw attention to dangers, plan measures, and help
States; in other words, the objectives set forth in subparagraphs (h), (4), (c),
(i) and (b) of paragraph 18 of the report); II. objectives which would be
complementary to the disarmament efforts (related aspects, economic and socisl
consequences, channeiling of funds saved; in other words, the ctJectives in
subparagraphs (e), (f).and (g) of paragraph 18 of the report); III. objectives of
& substantive nature directly related to disarmament (elimination of weapons of
mass destruction, and preparation of general and complete disarmament; in other

words, the obtjectives contained in subparegraphs (a) and (c) of" paragraph 18 of the
report).
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In the new phase ushered in by resolution 3260 (XXIX), the objectives of
a world disarmament conference should be mede more specific, particularly those
wbkich are substantially and directly related to disarmement per se. The discussion
of such concrete objectives will necessarily influence and shed light on the
questions which continue to divide States with regard to the timeliness of the
Conference snd the pre-conditions for ccnvening it.

If a consensus were reached that the objectives of a world disarmament
conference should be clearly defined and duly graduated practical measures of
disarmament, with sufficient guarantees to ensure that no State should feel that it
-endangers its own security in the irtervening stage, between the preparation and
the conclusion of the Conference, then the conditions which certain Powers continue
to maintain regarding a world disarmament conference would be fulfilled, and their
fears dispelled.

.. Bearing in mind that the inherent'iogic of the disarmament process and
videspread cpinicn give priority to nuclear disarmament - although the ultimate

objective must also include conventional disarmament - the Government of Spain
considers that the necessary sequence in which the measures will have to be adopted
must be the following:

{a) To halt simultanecusly the horizontal and vertical proliferation of
nuclear weapons. .

The intsrdependence between the two dimensions of proliferation is the
raison d'&tre of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons {General
Assembly resolution 2373 (XXII)), to such an extent that the Treaty remains
inoperative, as far as its fundamental purposes are concerned, precisely because an
attempt has been made to apply it to horizontal proliferation alone - limitation of
the number of States actually or potentially possessing nuclear weapons - while
ignoring vertical proliferation - the growth of existing nuclear arsenals - as if
only the former fell within the competence of the international community, while
the latter was the exclusive concern of the States which so faer have stated that
they possess nuclear weapons.

Once it is seen that the two dimersions of nuclear proliferation are
inters'dependent and inseparable, an important step will have been taken towards
reaching agreement on the non-proliferation treaty. The General Assembly
unanimously adopted resolution 3261 G (XXIX) in the preamble of which it is
recognized that the non-nuclear-weapon States wish to obtain assurances from the
nuclear-weapon Powers that they will not use nuclear weapons against them. In the
same preamble, the General Assembly stated that it believed it was necessary to
consider weys to strengthen assurances sgainst nuclear attack or threat and thus
give greater confidence to the non-nuclear-weapon States,

It is significant in this connexion that two nuclear Powers have indicated

that they favour self-restraint in the use of nucle=ar weapons, which would be used
solely-as a deterrent or in response to an attack against their own territory.
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(b) At the same time as controlling horizontal and vertical proliferation,
by means of a combination of declarations of self-restraint by the nu.lear-weapon
Powers, bhilateral negotiations, particularly the SALT talks, and the
non-proliferation Treaty, initiatives should be taken at the multilateral level,

- either through the United Nations Disarmament Commission or through another’

suitable body, in order to establish an appropriate link between the agreements
reached in the field of nuclear non-proliferation and the preparations for the
future World Disarmement Conference.

(e) Once the above conditions are fulfilled, the path towards s world
disarmament conference will have been cleared of the major obstacles which have
existed hitherto, and it will be possible to proceed relatively quickly to
establish a preparatory body to draw up a provisional agenda of specific subjects
to be dealt with in the Conference snd an outline of the administrative and
organizational aspects of the Conference. :

In sum, the Govermnment of Spain believes that at the present stage the United
Nations should concentrate on creating in & concrete manner the necessary
conditions to begin preparing for a world disarmament conference. Hitherto there
has been a general discussion of the necessary preparations, suitable timing and
the conditions for huiding the Conference. It is now necessary to specify exactly
the prior conditions which must be fulfilled so as to be able to proceed to the
actual preparation of the Conference itself. .

The considerations expressed above sufficiently portray the opinion of the
Goverrnment of Spain concerning the prerequisites for the preperatory stage of a
world disarmament conference. With regard to the objectives, to which resolution
3260 (XXIX) particularly refers, the Government of Spain repeats its earlier
statements to the effect that a world disarmement conference should have as its
main objectives the formulation of a general renunciastion of rearmament, both
nuclear and conventional, and the achievement of a general agreement on ractical
measures, both gradual and with effective guarantees, to diminish nuclear and
conventional arsenals until general and complete disarmament is attained and the
transformation of military establishments into bodies possessing the necessary
ninimum of arms to maintain international order and security under effective
international control. (A/AC.167/1)

T,

Iurkey

In the view of the Turkish Government, the principel aim of such a conference
must be to seek ways of achieving general and complete disarmament, including
nuclear disarmament, with efficient and strict internationsl supervision, taking
into consideration the needs of each countiy and of each region. (A/AC,167/1/kdd. L)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

The speedy convering of a world disarmament conference is gaining increasingly
active and broad put : = oport in countries on every continent.
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In the opinion of the Ukrainian SSR, & world disarmament conference should
provide an opportunity for &ll the countries of the world without exception and
on the basis of equality tc consider the full range of disarmament problems to
express their views on them mnd by joint efforts to determine the most effective,
constructive and acceptable ways and means of golving these problems both as
regards weapons of mass destruction and as regards conventional weapons.

This would help not only in determining the most urgent tasks in the sphere
of disarmament but also in formulating agreed international measures in this
sphere in a more purposeful and practical way.

The Ukrainian SSR believes that, in this connexion, the world disarmament
conference should give priority to the problems involved in achieving the main
goal - general and complete dissymament.

Naturaliy , the conferenze should also concern itself with ensuring further
progress in formulating specific measures aimed at limiting and ending the arms
race and achieving disarmament.

Among these measures, the conference could discuss, in particular, such
questions as the renunciatisn of the use of force in internatiocnal relations and
tr2 simuitaneous permanent banning of the use of nuclear weapons, the
strengthening of the international system governing the non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons, the comprehensive banning everyvhere and by all States of all
nuclear tests, and the creation of denuclearized zones in various parts of the
world.

The world disarmament conference can also, of course, discuss other measures
aimed at limiting the arms race and achieving disarmament. (A/AC.167/1)

gg;on of Soviet Socialist Republics

In connexion with Genersl Assembly resolution 3260 (XXIX) on the World :
Disarmament Conference, the USGR I 'eion to the United Nations wishes to drsw :
the aftention of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the Soviet
Government's comments concerning the convening of the world disarmament conferecrice.

N SR e > a s e B

‘The Government of the USSR, as has been repeatedly emphasized,
consistently favours the convening of a world disarmament confercnce, believing g
that the holding of such a conference could make a substantisl contribution to

the solution of the disarmament problem.

The favourable developments now teking place on the internationsl scene
makes the convening of a world disarmement conference all the more urgent.
The time is ripe for taking new broad steps on & multilateral basis in the
field of disarmament with a view to strengthening the favourasble trend thet has
resulted in recent years from the conclusion of a number of importent internationalﬁ
agreements restricting or eliminating certain forms of armaments and reducing ;
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the danger of an outbreak of nuclear var: the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, the convention on the prohibition and destruction of bacteriologieal
weapons, the treaty on the prohibition of the emplacement of weapons of mass
destruction on the sea-bed and the ocean floor, the Soviet-United Stateg agreements
on the limitation of strategic weapons and the prevention cf nuclear war, and others.

It is important ¢¢ ensure the further development and strengthening of this trenad

Couneil by 10 per cent and utilization of part of the funds thus saved to provide
assistance to developing countries. The armaments race has already led to the
expenditure of incelculable material and human resources which are diverted from
the purposes of beac2ful construction. Agreed measures to halt the armsments race
would free enormous amounts of resources for the solution of urgent social :ad
economic problems.,

The armaments race herms all States, including those that do not perticipate
in it directly. Consequently, dissrmament concerns all countries without
exception. '

At every session since 1971, the United Fations Geperal Asgembly
has spoken out consistently in favour of the holding of a world disarmament
conference., In addition, cells for the early convening of such a conference have
been issued by authoritative international forums of the non-aligned States at
Cairo, Georgetown, Lusaka and Algiers. Many international social organizations
have supported the proposals for the holding of such s world conference.

A vorld disarmament conference must be a forum at which ell the
countries of the world, on a basis of equaiity, will be able to exXpress and
compare their views on disarmement questions in all their aspects, both with
regard to weapons of mass destruction and with regard to conventionsl weapons
and srmed forces., 4 comprehensive exchange of views at the conference would
make it possible aot caly to meke cleerer the positions of all Stateg on the
various aspecte ¢f the problem of disarmament dut elso to Join forces in
determining the most effective veys and means for its solution. The work of the
conference would undoubtedly promote more effective action on the part of States
to agree on measures in the field of disermemant, It would help in determining
the most timely aspects of the Problem of disarmement which require immediate
8olutior and planning practical ways and methods of limiting and halting the
armanments race,

The Soviet Union Gelieves that the conference should devote special
attention o the problem of general and complete dicermament, the principal and
final purpose of all disarmament negotiatioms. Tt would alzo be necessary
te discuss at the conference "ays of ensuring progress or further measures
10 halt the nuclear-wsapons race and bring about nuclear disarmement, to prohibit
other types of weapons oi maes destruction end to reduce conventiongl arms.
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The conference might also consider - and the Soviet Union would be prepared
to jJoin in considering - any specific guestions vhose favoursble solution would
help to attenuate the armements race, to induce States to act with restraint in
the increase of existing types of weapons and the development of new Lypes and
to persuade them to refrain from the use of scientific advances for the further
development of means of destruction.

. The discussion of all of these questions at the conference should not,

of course, be a substitute for disarmament talks which have proved their value,
in particular those in the Committee on Disarmament. An important purpose of
the conference would be to involve in disarmament negotiations all the militarily
important Stutves.

The Soviet Union reaffirms its readiness to co-operate actively with all
.States, both within and outside of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament
Conference, in attempts to solve the problems involved in the preparaticns for
the conference and in its convening at an early date. The time has coxe for
vigorous efforts to carry out the preparatory work for the convening of the
conference, including the preparation of an agenda. Taking account of the work
done by the Ad Hoc Committee over the past two years, there is every reason
to believe that a world conference can be convened in the near future.

The convening of a world conference has become a necessity. Its realization
will help to strengthen and improve the détente now taking place in the world,
to convert it into an irreversible process and to add to it détente in the
military fieid. (A/10068)

United of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

The United Kingdom Govermment have already expressed detailed views on the
objectives of a world disarmament conference in response to a previous
comuunication from the Secretary-Genei.l and in the Ad Hoc Committee. These
vievs remein unchanged. However, the United Kingdom take this opportunity to
remind, the Secretary-General that it is a major element of the poiicy of the
Goveinment of the United Kingdom to play a full part in efforts to achieve general
disarmament. They believe that multilateral disarmament under effective
international controls is an essential ingredient for a safer world and the means
'of reducing world expenditure on armaments and devoting greater resources to
peaceful purposes.

In the light of this policy, the Government of the United Kingdom see the
main objective of a world disarmament conference as being to promote efforts to
reduce international tensions and the risks of armed conflict by reviewing in
depth, with the active participation of all the major military Powers including
all the nuclear Powers, all such aspects of arms control and disarmament as might
thereby be given new purpose and direction. New direction could be given by,
inter alis,the review by the conference of the efforts and composition of
existing disarmament bodies with e view to making recommendations for the
continuetion and extension of their work.
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The achievement of these objectives by a world disarmament conference will
require thorough and careful preparation. It will be necessary to define clearly
the subjects which it is to study end for the participants to see a genuine
prospect of a broader and more constructive discussion of the issues than is
already possible in the First Committee of the United Netions General Assembly.
The Government of the United Kingdom believe that the expertise of the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmement, to which the United Nations has entrusted the
conduct of the negotiesions on disarmament, should be fully utilized in the
preparations for a world disarmament conference.

In the light of such considerations and of the attention vhicii the United
Nations has given to this question, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
affirmed together with General Secretary Brezhnev in their joint statement of
17 February 1975, the belief that “the convocation of a world disarmament
conference may contribute to the solution of the pressing proviems of disarmament"
and confirmed the intention of continuing co-operation with the United Nations
Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmement Conference. (A/AC.167/1/844.1)

ted States o )

In view of the fact that the position of the United States Government on the
question of & world disarmament conference remains unchanged, it has no comments
on the possible objectives of such a conference. (A/AC.167/1/A4dd.2)

ggggr Yolta

The Government of the Upper Volte believes that the purposes of a world
disarmament conference should be:

1. To bring together all countries, large and smal%, nuclear and
non-nuclear, for s frank discussion of all prdble?s relating t? the subject;
this approach would avoid the risk of always seeking to deal with the problem
in restricted circles.

2. To conclude a general agreement on halting the arms race through the
cessation of nuclear wesr-ns production and the reduction of military budgets.

3. To bring ebout _eneral and complete disarmament, which would entail:

Dissolution of the military alliences vwhich came into being during
the cold war:

The dismantling of all military bases in every part of the world;
The estaﬁlishment of zones of peace. .

b, To Qet up an international agency which would essentially heve the
task of overseeing general end complete disarmament. (A/AC.167/1)
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3. Conditions and adequate preparations for
the reg}ization of the Conference

Bulggrig

The Gov .nment of the People's Republic of Bulgaris believes that all
countries in the world, including the Stutes possessing nuclear weapons, must
be represented at a world disarmement conference. On the basis cf equality and
without any discrimination whatsoever, they could take part in the consideration of |
the questions of disarmament and could unite their efforts to find ways of achievingl
further progress in this field of internationsl relations, which is so vital to :

all peoples. (A/10069)

The Byelorussian SSR considers it inadmissible that any pre-conditions be
imposed for the convening of the world disarmement conference. In the view of
the Byelorussian SSR, the problems vwhich ere mentioned as conditions for the
convening of a world disarmament conference could become the subject of
consideration at the conference itself.

The Byelorussian SSR considers thet all States - and in the first place the
permanent members of the Security Council, which under the United Nations Charter
bear primary responsibility for the maintenance and preservetion of international
peace and security - should gctive_y Join in the work which should finally lead to §
the convening and successful holding of a world disarmement conference. (A/AC,167;

=

Canada

The Government of Canada supportt in principle the idea of convening a
well-prepared world disarmament conference at an eppropriate time. Canada
believes, however, that it would not be fruitful to begin preparations or to
set a date for such & conference until there is reasonable assurance that it
would, in fact, lead to concrete progress towards disarmement. 1In Canada's view, §
there can be little assurance that a world disarmament cornference would lead to
such progress unless all nuclear-weapon States are prepared to participate and
to assist actively in its preparaticn. (A/AC.167/1)

China

T-5 Chinese Covernment is in favour of holding a genuine world disarmament
conference. But the conference must have & cleer aim and the necessary
pre-conditions. The clear aim is the complete prohibition and thorough destructio
of nuclear weapons, and absolutely not the so-called limitation of strategic exms.
The necessary pre-conditions are: All nuclear countries, and perticularly the two
nuclear super-Powers, the Soviet Union and the United States, must first .of all
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. undertake the unequivocal obligation that at no time end in no circumstances will

they be the first to use nuclear weapons, particularly against non-nuclear cbuntries
and nuclear-free zones - for example, the Soviet Union should, first of all,
undertake obligations in respect of the nuclear-free zone in Latin Americe - and
they must withdraw from abroad all their armed forces, including nuclear missile
forces, and dismantle all their military bases, including nuclear bases, on the
territories of other countries. Only thus will it be possible for all countries,
big and small, on an equal footing, to discuss with equanimity and resclve the
question of the complete prohibition end thorough destruction of nuclear weapons

~ and other questions free from any threst of force. (A/PV.2252)

Czechoslovakia

Although disarmament undoubtedly concerns all States, the main responsibility
rests with the nuclear Powers, which have the decis.ive military potentials at their
disposal. From that point of view, it would be very desirable for all the nuclear
Povers to participate in the preparations of the conference and to attend, as a
matter of necessity, the conference itself, if only because of the fact that the
conference should, as the Czechoslovak Government believes, discuss, in the first
place, questions related to a compiete prohibition of all types of weapons of mass
destruction. To reach agreement and co-operation among States controlling such
weapons would therefore guarantee the success of a world disarmement conference.

The Government of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is of the view that,
after several years of discussions in United Nations bodies on the question of
convening a world disarmament conference, favoursble conditions have now been
created to initiate in the nearest future concrete preparations for its
convocation. The Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disermament Conference, which has
already undertaken extensive and important work of a preliminary nature, should,
for that purpose, be changed into a preparatory body that would immediately
tackle the questions relating to the convocation of a conference. The Ad Hoc
Committee should submit recommendetions in that respect to the United Nations
General Assembly at its thirtieth session. The Government of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Repubiic believes that it should be the commemorative thirtieth session
of the United Nations General Assembly that creates conditions for the achievement
of tangible results in concrete preparations for the convening of a world
disarmament conference. (A/AC.167/1)

Egypt

The Conference should include all countries of the world, especially
nuclear-weapon States. Active participation of the developing countries as parties
to the Conference should provide an opportunity to study the interconnected
problems of development and disermement. (A/AC.167/1)
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Finland

The World Disarmament Conference, sdequately prepared, should be realized
as soon as possible under the suspices of the United Nations. The Conference
should be universal. The participation in the Disarmement Conference of all the
permenent members of the Security Council, as well as all the significant
military Powers, obviously remains an essential prerequisite for the attainment
of meaningful results. From such a conference new ideas could emerge to the
benefit of disarmsment and a more peaceful world order. (A/AC,167/1/Add.1)

France
See under 1.

German Democratic Republic

|
|
Differences of opinion about various problems that would have to be solved
Vy a world disarmament conference do not, in the view of the German Democratic
Republic, in any way Justify any further delay in preparing and holding the
conference. In the past, there were quite a few occasions when world

conferences were prepared and held without there having been unanimity on
fundamental issues from the very beginning. This applies, for instsnce, to
international conferences on the codification of important sections of
international law, the World Population Conference and the World Food Conference.

The German Democratic Republic supports the view that all nuclear-weapon
States should take part in preparing and realizing a world disarmament conference.
The USSR has made special contributions to meking this conference possible. The
German Democratic Republic expresses the expectation that all nuclear Powers will
take part in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference.

(A/AC.167/1/Add.1)

Feder c of

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany continues to support in
principle the convening of & world disarmament conference at an appropriate time.
In its view the conference would, hovever, have to be carefully prepared. As
disarmament measures in the field of nuclear weapons are likely to be one of the
most important topics of the conference, it would be necessary to secure the
participation of all nuclear Powers z2lready at its preparatory stage.

The views of the Federal Govermment on this question have already been set
out in the report of the Ad Hoc Commlttee on the World Disarmament Conference

(A/9628). (a/Ac. 167/1/Add 1)

Qustemala

"7 It would be appropriate before holdinz a world disarmsment conference to
try every means available to ensure the participation of all nuclear Powers and
militerily significant nations in disarmament negotlatlons by establishing
priorities, beglnnlng with nuclear dlsarmament since the danger and destructive
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5 effects of this type of arms are overwhelming. At the same time, steps should be
§ taken to set up procedural machinery to co-ordinete the work of the various

% negotiating bodies, on condition that such en initistive was very carefully

} prepared.

It would be advissble to plan and develop an information programme, the. ,

{ nein aim of which would be to publicize the need for a world disarmament conference
} snd to stress the magnitude and seriousness of the problem of the intensifica.tign

f of the arms race in the last 10 years and its edverse economic and social effects,
| particularly on the developing countries. (A/AC.167/1)

T

: Not only by way of official statements and through its representatives, but

fl also making use of all other forums, the Hungerian Government has, from the very

d beginning, given its full support to the proposal to convene & world disarmsment
conference, advanced in 1971 by the Government of the Soviet Union. On every new

# occasion since then, it has seen with satisfaction that the proposal enjoys the

® support of an ever growing majority of States, and in full harmony with them it is
& fully convinced that the time is ripe and the conditions are given for starting to
¥ take practical steps aimed at the convening of the conference. Therefore, the

B Government of the Hungarian People's Republic feels fully J .stified in hoping and

d expecting that the United Nations General Assembly, in the course of the forthcoming
§ thirtietn session, will, without any further delay, adopt the resolution necessary
Bto that end. At the same time, it hopes that the sense of responsibility for the

g future of the world will prevail also in those Govermmeats which for various

§ specific reasons are not now willing to give their support to the cause of the
gvorld disarmament conference. The same is expected even more of Covernments which
Ibear special responsibilities for the arms race and, respectively, for disarmament,
g first of all, of the nuclear Powers.

5 The A4 Hoc Committee on the World Disarmement Conference, which in spite of
fdifficulties has already made some progress, could speed up its work end start
grractical preparations of the conference. The Hungarian delegation in the Committee,
g in possession of instructions given in the same spirit, is striving hard to realize
¥that aim and has been empowered to -co-operate actively to that end in the course

§ O the next session of the Ad Hoc Committee.(A/10090)

i The Govermment of Indonesie continues to support the idea of convening a well-
# Prepared world disarmement conference st an appropriate time and open to all

§ States. Indonesia is convinced that such a conference would resalt in the
cmergence of a new and deeper perception of the multifaceted problem and would

B cenerally further the cause of disarmement. More detailed views of the Indomesian
g8 Government on this question have been outlined in note verbale A/AC.167/L.2/Add.6

E dated 13 August 197k, as well as in the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the

§ Horld Disarmement Conference (A/9628). The views expressed then remain valid
regarding the main objectives, preparation, agenda etc.
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It is, however, necessary to reiterate that although disarmament is the
concern of all States, the main responsibility rests with the nuclear Powers.
From that point of view, their participation in the preparations of the conference
and in the conference itself is a matter of necessity, if only due to the fact
that agreement and co-operation among States possessing nuclear weapons would
ensure its success. It is in this context that indonesia shares the general
understanding that the conference would serve its purpose only if all militarily
significant countries, particularly the nuclesr Powers, and the main arms-
producing countries were to participate and an ensentisl logic of the conference
is to bring them together in a common forum.. (A/AC,167/1/Add.2)

irsn
See under 2,

Irsq

The following are the preliminary views of Iraq on the convening of a world
disarmament conference and its related problems:

l. It is imperative that adequate preparation for the conference should be

- undertasken to ensure the success of the conference.

2. Prior agreement on the necessity of a binding treaty concerning
disarmament might, inter alia, facilitste the work of the conference.

3. Emphasis should be placed om respect for the sovereignty, independence

and territorial integrity of all States.

4k, There should be respect for international treaties concerning territorial
boundaries of States and their delineation.

2. Granting independence to peoples under foreign domination, and elimination
of racial discrimination and colonialism will eliminate one reason for the resort
to the use of arms.
. |
6. The conference should deal with the problems of nuclear srmament and the |
necessity of the accession of all States to the Treaty on the Nor-Proliferation

of Nuclear Weapons and prevention of nuclear explosion in the atmosphere.

T. A certain percentage of the military and armament budgets should be
allocated for the purpose of development.

8. The conference should reaffirm all General Assembly resolutions concerning
the declarations of Africe and the Indian Ocean and other sreas as nuclear-weapon~
free zones. (A/AC.167/1)
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Italy

The Itslian Governmemt is comvi® ~ that the conference can succeed
if it is properly prepared and if th. specific topics for discussion o
are identified beforehand. The participstion of the major military Powers, in
particular, those possessing nucleer arsenals, in the preparatory work and in-
the conference itself appears essential if there is to be any serious and
realistic consideration of disarmement questions end, gbove all, of nuclear

{ disarmement. (A/AC.167/1/4d.1)

Jepan

Ses uwnder 2.

See under 2,

Balt

Sea under 2,

| Mongolls

The urgent need to convene s world dissrmament conference derives from the
legitimate desire of the peoples of all countiries to live in peace and tranquillity
end to avert the danger of the outbresk of nuclear war.

Mongolia suggests thet the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference
shoyld immedietely undertake practical preparations for the conference, i.e, draw up
a provisional agenda and rules of procedure and agree ou other questions of an

orgenizational nature. (A

Norwey

A world disarmament conference, held under the auspices of the United Nationms,
and with the full participation of all militarily important States, including, in
perticular, the nuclear Powers, could help to focus the attention upon the urgent
need to reduce and control the armament rece in all parts of the world and could
give additonal insight into the complex problems of arms control and disarmament.

(A/AC.167/1/234,1)
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Pajcisisn

Pakistan supports, in principle, the idea of convening a world disarmament
conference at the appropriate time. In the proper circumstances, the conference
would provide & suitable forum for dialogue and carry forward efforts towards
global disarmament. To assure positive results, it is necessary that all the five
nuclear-weapon Powers should support the holding of the conference. The Governrent
of Pakistan considers that a reduction of the nuclear stockpiles and armement
expenditures of the Powers which have the lergest arsenals would help in bringing
about the climate.of conridence necessary for the success of the conference, It is
" also the view of the Government of Pakistan that if the conference is to be
productive, it must devise measures to ensure non-nuclear States egainst nuclear

threat or attack. (A/AC.167/1)

Pegu

Peru, a traditionally peaceful country and proud of its long efforts Lo promote
conciliation and international friendship, has :always been iz favour of appropriate
consideration of the subject of disarmament as an effective means of achieving peace
end security. Among meny other actions aimed at achieving that objective, Peru can
cite its initiative ih urging the Andean countries to limit expenditures for the
acquisition of arms and thus promote the economic and social development of their
peoples, resulting in the solemn "Declaration of Ayachucho", signed at the end of
last year, of which the States Members of the United Nations have been informed.
Peru can also mention its active participation in the work of the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmement which it recently joined and in the Ad Hoc Committee on the
World Disermament Conference established by the Genersl Assembly at its
twenty-eight session. .

In view of the foregoing and within the guidelines established by resolution
3260 (XXIX), I am pleased te inform you that Peru is in favour of the holding of a
world disarmament conference with universal participation, particularly that of the ,
nuclear Powers, and adegquate preparation. (A/AC.167/1/Add.5)

Polsnd

Noting with gratification the progress made in the past vear by the
Special Committee and, more recently, by the Ad Hoc Committee, Poland welcomed the
constructive and active'participation of representatives of three nuclear=weanon
Powers in the work of the latter organ. Poland would wish to beiieve that, at an
appropriate time, the logic of the positive internationsl developments will
eventually persuade the other two nuclear-weapon Powers to change their attitudes
and to put on record their willingness to make their indispensable contribution to
the preparation to and the successful outcome of such a world disarmament
conference. Bearing in mind the evolution of the political climate in the worlad,
favouring the convocation of such a conference, as well as the broad support for
that postulate demonstrated anew in the unanimously approved Genersl Assembly
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resolution 3260 (XXIX), the Polish Government is convinced of the indisputable
necessity for the Ad Hoc Committee to undertake specific preparestory work,-
including the elaboration nf the agenda and procedure of zuch conference. As one
of the members of the Special Committee and, at present, of the Ad Hoe Committee,
Poland stands ready to contribute actively to the Committee's efforts towards such
ends. (A/AC,167/1)

-

Gatax

The Goverument of the State of Qatar supports the convening of a world
disarmament conference with all Member States participating. (A/AC,167/1/Add.l)

;)

g Spein
g See under 2,
Jurkey

The views of the Turkish Government regarding the convening and main
objectives of such a conference have already been set forth in the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the World Dissrmament Conference (A/9628), as well as within
the Ad Hoc Committee. In principle those views remain unchenged.

The Turkish delegation nevertheless takes this opportunity to repeat that
the Turkish Government continues to favour the idea of convening such a conference.
The Turkish Government feels that such a conference, suitably prepared and with
the perticipation from the preparatory stage onwards of ell countries, including
especially the five nuclear Powers, which are also permanent members of the
Securi.y Council, as well as the militarily important States, could open up s new
bhase in the field of general and complete disarmament.

The Turkish Government feels that the work of the Ad Hoe Comnittee on the
convening of a world disarmament conference must be carried out carefully. ‘The aim
of that work must be to establish a solid basis for the success of the conference
rather than merely to convene it, since the failure of such a conference would

only be prejudicial to the achievements already atteined in that field.
(A/AC.167/1/8d4.4)
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In view of the tangible results of the work already done and the urgency of
the problem, the Ukrainian SSR believes that a world disarmament conference should
be convened in the near future.

As was noted at the twenty-ninth session of the United Nations General
Assemdbly, the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference has already
done important snd useful work end has overcome a number of the obstacles
artificially created by the opponents of disarmament. The participation in its
work of three of the nuclear Powers was & positive development.

General Assembly resolution 3260 (XXIX) entrusted the Ad Hoc Committee with
new tasks in connexion with more specific consideration of questions linked with
the preparation and convening of a world disermasment conference. This fact,
together with the increesing support for the conference in the United Nations and
throughout the world, creates favourable conditions for the completion of the
preparatory work for the convening of the world disermsment conference. The
solution of the urgent task of drawing up an agende for the conference would,
in particuler, be a step in this direction. (A/AC.167/1) |
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4. Agends of the Conference

-

Ca the assumption that the conference is held, the sgends should propose

fihe achievement of clearly defined geals. The disarmament work should be conducted
Rith great flexibility, covering both nuclear and conventional arms, and should be
fased on practical procedures for considering requirements of security and balance,
Bnd achieving the goal of adjustment and mode-ation. (A/AC,167/1)

The agenda of the conferemce should inelude a wide range of topics vwhich

have not been successfully broasched or dealt with by the Conference of the Committee
on Disarmament.

Kuweit attaches particular importance to resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly aimed at the establishment of nuclear-free zones in verious parts of the
world, including the Middle East. Kuwait believes that universl adherence to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucleer Weapons would be a first and
essential step for the implementation of these resolutions. :

In addition to horizontal non-proliferation, the conference should secure

¢ vertical mon-proliferation of nuclear weapons. Disarmsment measures can only be
successful if applied against the big Powers themselves.

; Kuwait believes that practical steps to realize general and complete

i disarmament, in stagees, are an essential prerequisite for employing the world's

¥ scarce humen and natural resources for constructive purposes end for channelling

j valuable resources to accelerate the pace of economic and social development in
g the developing countries. (A/AC.167/1/Add.1)

§ Inton of Soviet Socislist Republice

Ses under 2.
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.--2. Organizetion of the Conference: structure, functions
and procedures; and relatxonehig.to the United Nations -

and other disarmament bodies
M

Austrs
If progrese in disarmsment is to be achieved and if a new approach to
this questicn is to be adopted, new methods to create and mobilize political will
must be applied. It is apparent that such a large-scale effort, necessary to
achieve a major new impact on disurmement, cannot be achieved by the method of
technical negotiation in small bodies, indispensable as it is for the elaboration
of concrete measures. A conference on s world scale, involving the whole of the
international community, could be an instrument,'however, to put dramatic focus on
developments in the field of armaments and the relative ineffectiveness of

neasures taken since the creation of the United Nations to achieve disarmamzrt so
far. (A/AC.167/1/Add.3 ard Corr.l)

Of course the conference should not replace existing forms of disarmament
talks which have proved their worth, particularly the Committee on Disarmament.

(A/AC.16T/1)

Egypt

Egypt feels that the Conference should be non-permanent in nature and should
be held under the auspices of the United Nations. The Conference, howsver, should
not impair or halt the work of existing bilateral and multilateral forums which
are considering current disarmament questions. (A/lC-167715

Hungary

The convening of the world disarmament conference would create a very important
international forum which, as yet, is still missing from the system of independent
but inevitably interacting, bilateral or muitilateral organs effectively dealing
with varicus aspects of disarmement , Consequently, it also means that the world
disarmement conference would not substitute for, but properly complement, the
activities already going on in the present bilateral, regional and other
international bodies. (A/10090) :
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Italy

In seeking ways of facilitating the formulation of a disarmament progremme,
the conference should ensure that it does not duplicate the activities of bodies
already working on disarmament questions and should avoid becoming involved in
discussions of a general nature which could increase, ratier than reduce, the
divergencies between the different opinions and positions put forward. If ‘such
dangers are avoided, the world conference could not only give a new impetus to
the cause of general and total disarmament but facilitate the co-ordinatica of
specific disarmament measures already adopted or under liscussion in a number of
international forums. (A/AC.167/1/Add.1l) . '

Mexico

See under 4.

Norwgy

Neither the preparations for nor the holding of & world disarmament conference
should delay or interfere with the ongoing arms control and disarmament talks in
other fora. On the other hend, such a conference could contribute in a positive way
to make disarmament efforts more effective by serving as a co-ordinator of current
global and regional disarmament efforts. (A/AC.167/1/add.1)

T

It is obvivus that the work of the Ad Hoc Comaittee could not have a negative
influence on the other discussions still im progress on the question of
disarmement. (A/AC.16T7/1/pdd.b4) .

* Practical comsiderations suggest that, in seeking new weys of solving the
problems of disarmament use should de made of the favoursble experience already
gained in megotiations. The convening of & world disarmament conference should
thug in no sense replace or eliminate the methods aand forums which have proved
their value in disermament negotiations. On the contrary, such a conference would
logically supplement the work already done in the sphere of dicarmsment and would
bring ebout the further improvement of existing forums for disermsment negot:fatione,
partly by enlisting the participation in them of the Powers with a major militery
potential. (A/AC,167/1)
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Tugoslavia -

Owing to the complkxity &nd scope of the problems of disarmsment and
_their importance for world peace and security, it is indispensable that all
their aspects should be¢ examined and negotiated within the framework of the
United Nations, as the most universal and authoritative forum of the international
community. Withous nefating the efforts that are being exerted for the solving
of these questions outside the United Nalions, as well as certain results
attained in the negotiations between the United States and the USSR, the
Government of Yugoslavia, however, feels that the United Nations should bear

full responsibility for activities and negotiations eoncerned with measures of
disdrmament. In this respect, it would be necessary to reaffirm the role of the

United Nations Disarmament Commission, which, owing to the tendency to narrow
down the framework within which the negotiations are conducted, has not been
able to accomplish its tasks fully. The returning to the United Nations of the
role in this sphere that was entrusted to it under the Charter could create the
necessary conditions for transforming the results achieved so far and embodied
in numerous United Nations decisions, by means of conventions or other
agreements, intc obligatory internationsl norms.

[ 1T 1

Bearing in mind the necessity of an urgent solution of the scute
problems of disarmement, primarily with a view to creating conditions for e

lasting and stable peace and security for all, as well as for solving other
complex international problems, a world disermament conference should, in the
opinion of the Government of Yugoslavia, proceed to an enalysis of the
measures taken and the results achieved so far within the United Nations and
organs under the auspices of the world Organization. In connexion with this,
it would be necessary to elasborate draft documents for submission to the States
participating in the conference.

All the States of the world shouid be invited to take part in the
world disarmasment conference on & focting of equality. All international
organizations, including non-governmental organizations, dealing with the
question of disarmament should be invited as observers. (A/AC.167/1)
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C. Positions presented in 1976 ] )

1. Attitudes and positions of Governments to the
convening of & world disarmament conference

Afghenistan

The Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference has ably pursued
the study of the question of such a conference within the framework of the mandate
entrusted to it by the General Assenmbly. My delegation is of the view that that
Committee has once egain been able to highlight the general trend in favour of
convening the conference, after adequate preparation has been mede both in the
preparatory stages and with regard to the finel convening of the conference with
the co-operation and participation of all nuclear-weapon States. I wish to-
reiterate the position of my delegation that we fully support the convening of
such & conference and are confident of its successful outcome for disarmament,
on the basis of the decision adopted by the non-aligned countries.

(18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090)

Albania

The convening of a world disarmament conference also forms part of the
propaganda campaign being conducted by the two imperialist super-Powers in the
disarmament field. A world conference whereby the socio-imperialists claim that
they want to bring esbout general and complete disarmament is not only impossible,
but also very dangerous. The course of events in the worlid, the presence of
bases and the fleets of the two super-Powers in the four corners cf the world and
the military mancosuvrez of the NATO and Warsew Pact blocs, a~e ell -evidence of the
gserious danger today threatening the frezdom and independence of sovereign States
and peoples. In these circumstances, the convening of such a conference would
only serve to create illusions and mislead people. (20 Wovember 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.209L)

Argentina

The work of the Ad Hoc Committee could be in fact a constructive step towards
the organization of a negotiating forum with adequate representation. But, as
stated in the report, the position of the nuclear-weapon Powers remains unchanged,
and this includes that of the two Powers which have not directly participated in
the work of the Ad Hoc Committee. Whether it is argued that the conference is
not timely or necessary, or that certain prior conditions must be met, it is worth
while recalling that no one has the right of veto in the Gieneral Assembly and thut
thie situation cannot continue indefinitely.

At the same time, we wish to issue a warning against the dangers of
succumbing to the temptation of convening a world disermament conference without
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the presence or deapite the opposition of one or two nuclear Powers., That
undou“btedly would imply the assumption of a grave responsibility since it would be
childish to presume that those who are sbsent will, in all docility, accept
decisions adopted without their participation. It is not too bold to say that, if
we were to proceed in this manner, we would be engaging in an exercise of futility
or rushirng neadlong recklessly into a dead-end street. (30 October 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.2073)

The representative of Argentina said that his country initially had been in
favour of convening a carefully prepared world disarmament conference which met
certain busic requirements, such as the participation of all nuclear-wespon States
and of countries of military importance. However, some countries had indicated
oppcsition or hesitation, and their opinions could not be ignored. On
30 October 1975, in the First Committee, his delagation had warmed of the denger
of convening a world disarmament conference without the presence, or in the face
of the opposition, of one or more nuclear Powers (see sbove). Naturally, those
countries would not calmly accept decisions adopted without their participation,
and the effort would prove useless or would lead to a dead end. The conference
was not an end in itself, but rather a means of achieving general and complete
disermament, a point which frequently was forgotten in discussions of disarmament.
If suck was the case, it was necessary to proceed cautiously and reflect
seriously on the consequence of haste. (5 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.32).

Austria

Without the necessary will on the part of the major States to achieve a
disarmament that does not affect the balance of power or jeopardize security, it
ie to be feared that the disarmament negotiations will not produce any results in
the future either. Nevertheless, my Government will continue to uphold the idea
of a world disarmament conference, and it hopes that, with the conclusion of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, recently held in Helsinki,
conditions have now improved for achieving a reduction of the gigantic arsenal of

conventional and nuclear wespons. Above all else it is by developments in this .
field that world public opinion will measure the success of the policy of détente.
{2 October 1975 - &/PV.237D. :

Bhutan

My delegation will welccme’ the convening of & world disarmament conference to
discuss all the options and work towards complete disarmsment with the participation
of all countries. The need for full preparation towards this end hardly heeds to be

emphasized at this stage. (3 October 1975 - A/PV.237h)

It is in this spirit of achieving complete disarmament that we support the
convening of & world disarmament conference devoted exclusively to disarmament
with full participation of all countries and with adequate preparations which could
create an atmosphere conducive to achieving positive results.

(19 Rovember 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2091).
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Bulgaria -
We believe that the convening of a world disarmament conference with the
participation of all countries , including all nuclear States, will play an
extremely useful role. The need for convening such a conference as soon as
possible is being recognized by an ever-wider circle of States. This fact
necessitates turning to the practical preparation of the conference at the current
session by enlarging the mendste of the Ad Hoe Committee. Those who boycott the
preparation of the conference and impade the implementation of four General
Assembly resolutions find themselves in growing izclation, because they defy the
will of peoples and oppose the decisions of owr Organization.
(26 september 1975 - A/PV.2363).

The efforts tc promote nuclear disarmement would teke on their full meaning
if all the nuclear Powers participaizd. With every peassing year the need for
such participation and for universal adherence to the existing treaties in the
nuclear realm becomes ever more obvious. In cur opinion, in the present
circumstances the convening of a world disarmament conference would make a
considerable contribution to the attainment of these goals. It is to be hoped
that the United Nations Genersl Assenbly will finelly succeed in overcoming the
obstacles to the holding of that conference. (11 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2083)

The discussions and documents on the subject indicated that tbe great majority
of States welcomed the idea of convening the disarmament conference es a matter of
urgency. All agreed that the convening of a world dicarmement conference was an
urgent political necessity, and the time had come to begin meking serious
preparations for it.

In the current year the Committee should work actively to cvercome the
obstacles which had bean deliberately placed in the way of its work., The Committee
must, and could within the framswork of its mandate, recommend to the General .
Assembly at its thirty-first session that the world disarmement conference should
be convened in the near future and that rractical preparations for it should be
undertaken. The Committes must so orgenize its work as to prevent the opponents
of disarmament from standing in the of the will of the great Jority of States
and diptorting agreed viewpoints amlw;aereoulm.-ndati.one (3 March 1976 - Aﬂc.m?f SR.30)

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

At the initistive of the Soviet Uhion, with the active support of the States
of the socialist community and other peace-loving countries, the General Assenmbly

‘has adopied resolutions on the need to convene & world disarmement conference;

on the prohibition of the use of force in int ‘ational relations and the permanent
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons; on the reduction of military budgets of
permanent members of the Security Council; and on the drafting of a convention
prohibiting the use of the humsn environment and climate for militery purposes. Our
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task todsy is to achieve the full implementation of the provisions of these
decisions at the same time exposing the opponents of disarmament and overcoming
their resistance, and to obtain the participation of all countries in multilateral
treaties on the limitation of the arms race and to make further progress along the
road to general and complete disarmament. (1 October 1975 - A/PV.2369),

Chad

But when we think of the disasters which precisely led the world to create
the United Nations, we are inclined to believe that, in the final analysis, the
proper place to deal with the substantive question of disarmament, the proliferation
of weapons and nuclear tests can only be within the framework of a world conference
where those who possess most destructive weapons just as those who do not - great
and small - can freely express their opinions. ‘Because, if & world holocaust were
to occur, the effects of thermonuclear wespons, for example, would not be felt
- imply by those who produce them, but in some degree by the whole of mankind.
(24 September 1975 - A/PV.2359). ‘

Cuba

The idea of convening a world disarmement conference is gaining more and more
active and dbroad support from almost all countries of the world. Cuba supports
the convening of that conference witn the participaticn of all the States of the
world, whether or not they ere Menbers of the United Nations, countries large and

small, nuclear and non-nuciear countries, in conditiona of equality and with the
same rights. (18 November 1975 - A/C.1IP0.209OQH

Czechoslovakia

' The struggle for the liquidation of the material basis of wars is cne of the
major tasks in current internstional activities. . In view of the fact that
disermement affects all States in the world, we are in favour of a cpeedy convening
of a world disarmement conference, which should give nev impetus to the struggle
for & world free of weapons and wars. (2 October 1975 - A/PV.237

Throughout the course of the discussion of thie question, it has been
constantly confirmed that the overwhelming mejority of countries stroagly support
the convening of this world conference. Almost all the necessary conditions have
already been created for us to turn now from preliminary talks and the discussion
. of the possibilities, desirsbility, purposes andother aspects of the world
disarmement conference, to & start on concrete preparations for it. The feet that
it has not been possible so far to start concrete preparations for the convening
of the conference is to a considereble degree the fault of the other two permanent
members of the Security Council which have so far refused to participate in the
common cause. To ensure the success of that cause at the conference, all the
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nuclear States must take part in it. (12 November 1975, A/C.1/PV.2085).

The overwhelming majority of States was for a speedy convocaticn of the
world disarmament conferczce. Three nuclear Powers were participating in the
deliberations of the Ad Hoc Committee and only two nuclear Powers had been sbsent,
one of them being still in doubt as to the ripeness of time, the other setting
some ar‘b:.tranly selected pre-conditions for the conference. Needless to say,
consultations with the nuclear Powers continued to be an important task for the
Committee, but the representative of Czechoslovakia asked whether the majority of
countries should be subordinated to the situation characterized at the moment by
the absence of two nuclear Povers, and whether they should further tolerate those
two States' either impeding or obstructing the convocation of the conference, His
delegation considered that the Ad Hoc Committee should now begir formulating
practical concrete proposals vhich would accelerate the convocation of the
conference. Three years of the Committee'’s work, and knowledge of the detailed
positions of Governments on the convocation of the conference, were enough for
the Committee to recppitulate the results of its work and adopt concrete
recomnendations for submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-first session
in the framework of the mandate which had been set by General. Assembly resolution
3469 (XXX). His delegation fully associated itself with what it considered the
most imporient and encouraging points in the statements of preceding speakers,
namely, that it should be recommended to the Genmeral Assembly at its thirty-first
session to convene the conference in the nearest future and that the Committee
should commence practical preparation for the conference in terms of agreed items
to be discussed by the conference. His delegation was of the opinion that such
recomendations were .realistic and corresponded with the needs and aspirations
of the vast majority of countries, and that their reslization would fulfil the
mission entrusted to the Committee. His delegation recommended that, for the
July session of the A4 Hoc Committee, the Working Group should prepare a draft
report, which would contain the proposals submitted. In conclusion, he expressed
his delegation's conviction that the time had come to initiate concrete preparations
for the speediest convening of the world disarmament conference. -It was necessary
and urgent to take advantage of the current state of gradual relaxation of
international tension and purification of the political climate in the world, and
to add to that a détente in the military sy cre. (5 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.32}.

Democratic Yemen '

The interest of the world is focused on nuclear disarmement and the peaceful
use of nuclear energy . If this is nct achieved, the threat to international peace
and security will remain. We in Democrat:.c Yemen, like others in the developing
countries, welcome these new trends to put an end to and prohibit the use of -
nuclear weapons and explosives end to direct nuclear energy to the service of
development, peace and progress. We support the convening of a world conference on
disarmament: we also support all the pleas to establish nuclear-free zones in
various parts of the world. (2 October 1975 - A/PV.2371).

We are also in favour of a world disarmament conference in which all countries
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and States can participate, a coadition for that conference to atta;n positive
results regarding the limitation of the arms race in its various forms and
perticulerly nuclear arms. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Democratic Yemen,

a few weeks ago in the General Assembly, expressed our support for convening a
world conference on disarmament. That is a true aspiration of Democratic Yemen,
with its limited means, which seeks to develop all its resources, and is seeking

to bring about ;nternatlonal stability. This can only be brought about if we stop
the race to acquire these weapons of mass destruction, saving large amounts cf money
now spent in the budgets of the majority of States takzng part in the arme race.

(1k November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.208T).

Denmark

With regard to the question of a world disarmament conference, my Government
remains of the opinion that the Conference of the Cormittee on.Disarmament - or
possibly another organ of similarly restricted membership - should be the central
forum for multilateral deliberations on disarmament questions so as to ensure
an objective, realistic and comprehensive study of the complex issues involved.

We believe, however, that a world disarmament conference, if thoroughly prepared,
and if it has widespread support in the world community, could pave the way to
progress and bring sbout constructive results in the disarmament field. We endorse
the recommendation that the Ad Hoc Committee continue its work with a view to g
further clarification of which subjects could usefully be discussed at the
conference. The practical aspects of convening a conference could possibly be taken
up for consideration at a later date. (17 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2089).

Finland

In our view, this Assembly would do wsll to econsider whether ways

"'and means could not at last be found to expedite the long drswn-out process

for convening a world disarmament conference - an idea which the Fimnish
delegation has consistently supported. We have considered, and continue to
consider, that a world disarmement conference, under the necessary and generally
accepted requirements, would provide the international community with an
opportunity for a general review of the disarmement field in its entirety, for e
reaffirmation of the goals for disarmement in political terms and for cherting the
course and fixing the priorities for future negotiations. At this time, it would
seem to us, further, that a world disarmament conference might well serve to instill
& new sense of dynamlsm and to provide new impetus and inspiration te our work im
this field. (3 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2075}

France
My couniry is always prepared to join with any reasonable effort which it

deems likely to lead to a resumption of the search for real and effective
disarmament. Thus, when it was proposed, we indicsted our. support for the idea
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of having a meeting of the five nuclear Powers to discuss nuclear disarmament
among themselves. We favourably viewed and supported the ides of a world
disarmament conference which could define new objectives and new procedures for
action.

In this comnexion, I shall quote from the Franco-Soviet Declarstion of
17 October:

"The two parties pronounce themselves in favour of convening a world
disarmament conference, with the participation of all nuciear Powers in the
preparaticn and werk of this conference, which is to make an essential
contribution to progress toward general and complete disarmament and to
freeing mankind from the burden of armaments."

(10 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2081).

The French Government had been one of the first to support the USSR proposal
for a world disermament conference, as it supported any effort towards effective
disarmament. Although France found itself in a special relationship towards the
Committee, that had not prevented it from contributing to the Committee's work and
Joining in the consensus on its report. The French delegation regretted the
lack of progress made and hoped that Member States would be able to agree during
the current year on the conditions under which the world conference could be held.
However, as stated in the relevant General Assembly resolutions, there must be
-total agreement among all Menber Stetes on the report to be submitted by the
Committee to the thirty-first session of the General Assembly. ‘Any disagreement
would mean.that certain Powers would not attend the conference, which should be
attended by all Member States with important armed forces if it was to be a
meaningful exercise. (% March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.31).

German Democratic Republic

The German Democratic Republic urges the convening of & world disarmament
conference and recorded this position in a statement on 29 April 1975. It
would be timely to take practical steps Jor convening the conference. Should
the Ad Hoc Committee not immediately be given imstructions to this effect?

(24 September 1975 - A/PV.2360).

At the spring session of the Ad Hoc Comm %ee, the German Democratic Republic
broadly explained its attitude on the preparation and holding of a world
disarmament conference. In the meantime, the demand for such a conference has
been repesated and made more urgent.

Conditions are now ripe for far-reaching disarmement measures to be asgreed
upon at a world disarmament conference. Moreover, the results achieved in the
field of political -détente oblige us to speed up the preperations for the holding
of a world disarmamznt conference., (13 November 1975 - 1‘3 C.1/PV.2086).
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The representative of the German Democratic Republic said that the
question of convening a world disarmament conference had been dealt with each
Year by the General Assembly and the Ad Hoc Committee sincs the adoption of
General Assembly resolution 2833 (XXVI), and the overwhelming majority of States
supported its speedy.convening. The urgency of holding such a conference was
also recognized by broad social Forces in many countries, as had been evident at
the World Congress of Peace Forces held at Moscow in 1973 and the Europea.n Symposium
of War Veterans held at Paris in November 1975.

Given the record expenditures for armaments, it wasz inereaaingly urgent to
proceed with the preparstion and convening of such a conference., The arms race and
enormous expenditures on weaponry were partly responsible for the prolonged
economic crisis prevailing in a part of the world ard pesed a serious obstacle to
the economic and social progress of the developing countries. The process of
political détente must be reflected in the military sphere; for that reason it
was all the more urgent to prepare and convene a wc\rld disarmament conference.

Despite all the enst:.ng difficulties, the conditions for the successful
preparation and holding of the conference hed improved. The process of political
détente had been further advanced, as could be seen from the results.of ‘t_;he
Helsinki Conference, which had wade a decisive contribution towards improving the
politicael climate between States with different social systems and had had a
positive effect on the attitudes of States regarding (hsarmument. Furthermore,
three permanent menmbers of the Secur:.ty Council, which were also nuclear
Powers, were now participating in the work of the Comittee‘ His country
consistently advoceted the speedy convening of the conferenqe gince it would
offer an opportunity to deal in a comprehensive way with the’ problems of arms
limitation and disarmament. However, two States still oppoaéd such a conference,
One State felt that the time was not yet ripe for it.. In view of the fact that
the question had already been consideresd at five sessions of the General
Assenmbly, he wondered what more was needed to be done to créate all the requisite
conditians for the conference, which was desired by the vast majority of Member
Stetes. Ancther State even set pre-conditions for a conference. In his
delegetion's opinion, that was an attempt to dlock the holding of the conference,
It was necessary to discuss questicne openly at the conterence end problems should
not be selected srbitrarily with a view to formulating pre-conditions., Only
the conference itself could settle the questions at issue. The Members of
the United Nations should no longer permit two States to obstruct the
implementation of the important resolutions which had been: adopted on the subject.
It had been possible to hold world conferences on many other subjects and he did
not see why a world disarmament conference should not be possible, To yield to
the opponents of such a conference would mean yieldmg to the enemiesz of '

msarmament

" The Committee had been giiten & weighty rsponsibility a.nd he was fully aware
of the difficulties involved. However, the only wey it could accomplish its task
vas by convening the conferenee quickly The conference would be an appropriate
forum for making genuine progress in the £i2ld of disarmament and it ‘alone would
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be in a position to call upon all States to increase their efforts for the
limitation and eventual terminaticn of the arms race and for genersl end complete
disarmament. Progress was being made in international relatiocss and should be
strengthened. Détente should be made irreversible by putting an end to the arms
race and achieving disarmement.

With a view to convening the conference as soon as possible, the Committee
should, in accordance with its mandate, make an analytical study of the
conclusions contained in its report to the thirtieth session of the General
Assembly and submit proposals concerning concrete preparations for the
conference. (4 March 1576 - A/AC.167/SR.31)

-

Ghana

A review of international flash points must necessarily bring us to the
perennial question of diarmament and its collateral measures. Those of us - and
we are the majority - who, because of the restricted neture of the composition
of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, are unsble to meke our voices
adequately heard, have joined in advocating the convening of & world disarmament
conference. This, we believe, will contribute to freeing the prevailing deadlocks

- among certain nuclear Powers and thus creating the opportunity for a fresh and

more universal approach to dizarmament n-=gotiatioms.
{25 September 1975 - A/PV.2362),

Guyane

This world Orgenization can no loager leave discussions on disarmament to
be held in secluded fora. The time has come for us to decide on a date for
the holding cf a world conference on disarmament or, alternatively, a special
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations on disarmement. We must
not be deterred by the fact that the failure of the old Lzague of Nations was
its failure to desl with disarmament. The majority of maikind was not represented
in that institution. In any case, that failure should inspire us to new and
sustained endeavour. (1 October 1975 - A/PV.2370}

Hungary

My Government invaeriably supported as important and timely the propozals
presented by the Government of the Soviet Union at previous sessions of the

General Assembly and widely supported by Member States. We attach particular
importance to the early convening of a world disarmement conference,

It has never been nor will it be en easy task to have disermament messures
adopted. Influential circles which seek to continue and even to step up the
arme race still exist in the west in defiance of their Goverament's officially
declared foreign policy course. It is important for the peoples struggling
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for peace and security to isclate the fanatics of the arms race and to compel
them to adopt an attitude in keepins with the interests of the peoplez.
(3 October 1975 - A/PV.2373

) Hungary's consistent and whole-hearted support for the convening of a world
disarmament conference had been prompted by its policy in pursuit of peace and
international co-gperation and by the tremendous human and material losses it had
suffered in two world wars.

Progress towards the con™2pring of the conference thus far had beer slow end
specific steps must be taken ..a order to implement the relevant resoiutions of
the General Assembly. All States appeared to agree in principle that the
conference should be convened, but a consensus had yet %o be reached on itz
timing, agends and objectives.

The Ad Hoc Committee must analyse the opinions of States and undertake the
highly important preparatory work for the conference. The Rungarian
representative deplored the fact that one or two nuclear Powers had been pesing
obstacles to the convening of the conference for r-me time. Nevertheless, he
was optimistic that the overwhelming support of ¥V .er States for the convening

of the conference would prompt those countries which opposed it to realize the
futility of their attitude. A well-prepared world conference would give new
impetus to efforts to settle all aspects of the disarmament question and would
make it possible ¢o formulate a programme fcr general and complete disarmament.
(3 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.30),

India

We are wowhere near even considering enmy serious measures concerning nuclear
disarmament, vhich clearly deserve the higheat priority. We have had world
conferences on food, population, the environment, industrialization, the law of
the s#a, the role of women and so forth, but we have not yet been able to agree
cn a world conference on disarmament., This is truly a tragie commentary on the
state of the world, vhich has lost its awareness and sensitivity to the dangers
facing it. (26 September 1975 - A/PV.236M)

India, along with so many other non-aligned States, attaches the greatest

riance to the conveping of the world disarmament conference. (1% November 1975 -

:78?1/1’\/.2088).

Indonesia

Indonesia continues to urge the convening of a world disa.rmameﬁt conference.

- We are convinced that such a conference would result in s broader perception of

this multifaceted problem, and provide an impetus for intensifying the pace of
our efforts to arrive at effective measures to control the erms race and to
achieve genuine disarmawent through a planned reduction of existing ersenals,
nuclear and conventional. (29 Scptember 1975 - A/PV.236%5
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My country, which was selected last year to serve in the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament and is an active participant in the Ad Hoc Committee on
the World Disarmament Conference, will continue to work actively towards the
ettainment of the vital objective of general and complete disarmament.

(23 September 1975 - A/PV.2351).

italy

The Italian Government hes from the outset considered with interest the
proposal of convening a world disarmament conference with a view to contributing to
the pursuit of general and complete disarmament under effective internztional
control. This remains the wmein final goal we should aim at in all our efforts.
(18 November 1975 -~ A/C.1/PV.2090) .

Japan

The Japanese delegation hoped to see real progress made and was ready to
contribute to that goal, but first relations among States must improve. it
continued to support the idea of & world disarmsment conference, .f and when it was
deemed appropriate to convene it for certain fixed purposes, and if and when it had
reéasonsble prospects of achieving concrete results. The representative of Japen
hoped that the Committee would be able to help by trying to clarify the issues
involved. (I Merch 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.31). '

Kenya

For a quicker appreciation of the urgent need for disarmament, Kenya aupports
the holding of a world-wide conference ttended by all nations. We are convinced
that the success of such a conference would deperd on its universality and we would
- therefore urge the super-Powers in particular to review seriously their outlook and
genuinely to aim at ensuring the success of the conference. (19 November 1975 -

A/C.1/PV.2091y

Kuwait

Wihile speaking of disarmament, may I reaffirm the support of my Government for
the proposal to hold a world disarmament conference. Kuwait has sponsored this
idea, because it firmly believes thet dissrmament is a matter that equaliy concerns
all countries, big or small. Disarmament negotiations were not successful in the
past, because they were conducted in the form of a dialogue between the two
gsuper-Powers. We believe that the conference should be mindful of the ,
incontrovertible fact that foreign occupation, colonialism and apartheid sow the
seeds of conflict and compel small nations to purchase arms for use in the struggle
to eliminate those evils. The conference cannot succeed unless all countries take
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part in it, including the nuclear Powers themselves. The agenda of the conference
should be comprehensive encugh to include questions not broached by the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament. (30 September 1975 - A/PV.2368).

Liberia )
There is a strong pull for a world disarmament conference or, as an alternative,

a special General Assembly session on disarmement. There may be other opinions,

but my own delegation hes in mind the possibility of a committee of experts,

military scientists and men of similar expertise which would make a basic review

of past performances - what has been accomplished end what can be schigved by way of

a new approach - snd submit it as a supplementary report to the General Assembly

at its thirty-first session. This is not a proposal, and other delegations may have

other ideas that could eventually be considered. (13 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2086)

Malaysia

We reiterate our position that lasting peece can be achieved only through
general and complete disarmament under strict and effective internationsal control,
and not through & mutually-agreed balance of armaments. We affirm our support once
again for the convening of a world disarmement conference under the auspices of the
United Nations. This session should also seriocusly consider the recommendation of
the Lima Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries for
the convening of a special session of this Assembly devoted to disarmament matters.
We are most concerned that midway through the Disarmament Decade we have barely
begun to touch upon the vital issues. (30 September 1975 - A/PV.2367).

Mauritius

Mauritiue favours the uouvening of a world disarmement conference with the
participation of all States on aa €quel basis, during which universal disarmament
guidelines would be approved - in particular, with respect to nuclear disarmament
and the utilization of resources thus freed for international economic
co-cperation. If it becomes evident that it will not be possible to convene & world
disermament conference, then a special session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations devoted to disarmement issues should be convened. (5 November 1575 -

A/C.1/PV.20TT).

Moroeco

! In the circumstances, we should engage in a true disarmament race and place
the problem of general and complete disarmament before an appropriate international
body. It is for ail these reasons thet my country, together with the non-aligned
and other countries, believes ir the need to coavene, on & basis of equality, a

" world dissrmsment conference, because we believe that a meeting at that level would
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be imbued with the necessary political will to achieve progress in this area. It
could adopt an over-all approach to the problem in all its aspects and give -
disermament the incentive it needs to emerge from its present stagnation. A world
disarmament conference would have the important advantage of ensuring, and
benefiting from, the participation and, we hope, pesitive contribution of all the
nuclear States. Their participation is, in our view, extremely important. It

would make it possible to ascertain the exact position of each country and to place
each country before its responsibilities. (20 November 1975, A/C.1/PV.2093), '

Nepal

The ultimate objective of all these efforts and initiatives should be general
and complete disarmament, because it is only through general and complete
disarmament that international peace and security, which is one of the main
objectives ensrined in the United Nations Charter, can be achieved. We have
therefore been in favour of the convening of & world disarmament conference in
vhich all nations, whether big or smali, developed or developing, nuclear or
non-nuclear, could participete. It is & matter of regret that the Ad Hoc Committee
has not yet been able to reach a consensus on such a vital question, but we hope
that the Committee will be able %o convince all the countries concerned, so that a
constructive world public opinion can be formed towards the pursuance of this
secred goal. (7 October 1975 - A/PV.2377)

The lack of any progress towards halting vertical proliferation mekes the
question of convening & world disarmament conference extremely urgent. However,
‘the report of the AQd Hoc Conmittee does not give us grounds for optimism on that
score. (19 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2092),

Pezru

Ve must seek new opportunities to obtain the implementation of principles for
geaeral and complete disarmament long ago expressed in this body. We therefore hope
that it will be possible to convene a world disarmement conference soon, and that
it will be able to work effectively with the participation of all, transforming the
present loosely-knit semi-rhetorical exercise into & political negotiation capable
of committing all parties to a cause in which there can be no losers.

Therefore, drawing from the spirit of the Helsinki and Lima meetings, we must
strive to solve probiems relating to security and to development so that they may
be dealt with in two great world conferences, one on disarmament and one, which we
invite the Assembly to corsider, on the just restructuring of the economic and
social order of relations among States. (22 September 1975 - A/PV.2356).

We have therefore listened with satisfaction to the words of those supporting
the convening at an eariy date of a world disarmement conference, the genuine
preparation of which, together with the delicate task of getting it started, could
vell be entrusted to a special gession of the Assembly, because we would thus be
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dealing with a body flexible enmough to be able to bring together the various

positions, not only with regard to the objectives involved, but also with regard to

the agende iteelf., For it is impossidble to go on attempting to reach agreement in
an isolated and Gisconnected fashion, as was done in the case of agreements like

the test-ban trnty. vhizh has thus far served only to exercise the imagination

. _cf the atomic Powers. (19 November 1975, AIC.J./PV.ZOQJ.) |

Poland

Every State, notwithstanding its military and economic potential, cen and
should make its ovm contribution to the process of negotiations and constructive
disarmenent measures. The most suiteble forum for discussion of these.matters, with
the participstion of all States, ought to be the world disarmament. mnrer.nce.

(25 September 1975 - AIPV 2361) ,

The question of a world disarmament conference is one of the important items
on the agends of this Committes, as shown by the report of the Ad Hoc Committee, so
ebly ' introduced by the representative of Iran, Mr. Hoveyda, in bis ce ce.pec:;ty ra
Chairman of that Committes. The results of the Ad Hoc Committee’s work ir the -
course of this year are eloquent testimony to the need for an early.convening of
such & ‘conference. Its success would clearly be not only in the vital interest of
big, nédium-sized and small countries, but also in the best interest of mankind as
& vhols. (7 Hovember 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2079}

The representative of Poland reiterated his country's steadfast support for the
Soviet Union's propossl to convene & world disarmament conference, a proposal which
was one of the significent political initiativel of modern times.

The idez of convening & world dissrasment conference assumed greater momentum
and political relevance each year. What was needed was the political wiii of all
States, dictated not by expediency, bui by genuine concern for the future of
mankind. (3 March 1976 - A!AC.J.GT/BR.BO)

The representetive of Poland said that the majority Lof States/ felt that the
conference lhonfld be convened promptly, with efficient and adequa.te preparation. To
achieve that aim, the Committee would need a broad mandate, ensbling it to cope
properly witk all aspects of the convening of such a conference. (13 July 1976 -
A/AC.16T/8R.35)

Qutar

We have supported the need to convene & world disarmament conference in vhich
ell the puclear end other States, whether large or small, should participate on an
equal footing within the context ot the Disarmsment Decade, in the hope thet that
would lesd to positive and effective measures on disermament. (7 November 1975 -

A/cC.1/pV.2080}
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sierra Leone
. S e ————

To give impetus to the work of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmeaent,
ve strongly support the convening of a world disarmament conference slong the lines
of the two recent special gsessions of the General Assembly, which were very
successful. If carefully planned, such & conference or special Assembly session
can provide new perspectives on disermament questions and a new globel view of the
problem. If such a conference is approached with the sincerity, honesty and
rutual understanding of all delegations with an overriding desire to find a common
formula to achieve global disarmament, we are confident of its success. The
convening of the conference is not an end in itself, but a means towards achieving
vhat is the concern of all delegations represented here. (19 November 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.2092}

Somalia

We believe that similar results in the field of disarmament could be obtained
by a world conference, and tke need is even more pressing, because without peace
and security development efforts have little meaning. It would, of course, be
necessary for all the nuclear Powers and militarily significent States to
participate, and there would have to be careful preparation of the agenda so that
specific goals could be followed.

In our view, the urgency of this metter should ensure, since it involves the
very survival of mankind, that any difficulties in the way of the convening of the
conference will be overcome, and overcome soon. (4 November 1975 -

A/c.l/?V.2076)

Spain

It must be borne in mind that a large majority of political leaders and of
the people of all countries wished such a conference to be held and that patience,
flexibility and understanding were essential in any discussion of viewpoints which,
although at times apparently irreconcilsble, were in fact perhaps less divergent
than they might seem. Some would no doubt continue to voice the opinion that the
conference should not be held because it might arouse false hopes. That was a
misguided argument which, if stretched further, could be applied to bilateral
discussions on strategic arms limitation, discussions on troop reductions in
Europe, and perhaps even the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament.

He was pleased that 1975 had witnessed the emergence of more widespread
acceptance of the idea that the conference would not be an isolated event but would
constitute a process which could evolve with the passage of time, and that it could
hold & number of suceéssive sessions in the course of which new ideas and new
methods to make its work more effective would develop. Whatever difficulties might
be involved in convening the conference, it was far better to convene it than to
opt for the alternative of no conference at all. (4 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.31)
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Tunigia

The communiqués issued in Tunis Tollowing the visit of Mr. Kosygin (A/10116)
and folloving the visit of the President of Romania (A/C.2/1060) and the
conmniqué issued, following the visit of the President of Bulgaria, all affirm the
will of our countries to continue efforts in the field of détente and disarmement.
That is why we hope such efforts will continue; especially those aimed at the
convening of a general disarmament conference. We hope that for that purpose a
special session of the General Assembly might perhaps precede such a conference, but

. that .the preparatory committee for the conference would be entrusted with broader
tasks, in particular with the task of seriously underteking the drafting of a
declaration in which all States, without exception, but especislly the States
possessing the most destructive weapons, would undertake not to threaten other
States with the use of nuclear or other weapons. Tae aim of such efforts should
above all be the creation of a general climate and spirit conducive to peace
rather than aggression. (21 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2095)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Taking into account the scope of the arms race and the importance for the 1
present and the future of mankind of curbing this dangerous process, it is necessary
for the energetic efforts of the countries of the socialist community aimed at the
solution of the disarmament problem to be adequately supported by the efforts of all
Member States of the United Nations. Abundant opportunities for this will be
provided by a world disarmament conference. lowever, the preparatory work for
the conference should be stepped up since, owing to the resistance of one or two
countries, this work has been procceeding at a slow vace. (3 October 1975 -

A/PV.2373)

The progress made in recent years towards the strengthening of peace hag made it
possible today tc approach the problem of disarmament more decisively and on

brorsder lines.

The solution of this problem will be promoted by a world disarmament conferencq
the convening of which, on the one hand, would further the normslization of
international relatzons and, on the other hand, would be a tremendous enccuragement
for taking new measures in the field of disarmament. The ides of convening a world
disarmament conference has been approved by practically all States and has been
reflected in decisions of various international fora. The idea of holding a
conference was, in particular, supported consistently by all sessions of the General
Assembly, beginning with 1971, and also by the non-aligned countries at their
meetings at Belgrade, Cairo, Georgetown, Lusaka, Algiers and Lima.

A concrete manifestation of the conviction of the overwhelming majority of
Governments about the need to hold a conference was the creation, two years ago,
of the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference.

Without wishing to overestimate the work done by the Ad Hoc Committee, the Uxrainian
delegation nonetheless believes that we should point to the useful results which
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have already been achieved by this orgean of the United Nations (17 November 1975 -
‘A/C.1/PV.2089)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republies

At the same time, we have never overlooked the main objective - general and
complete disarmament. We are of the view that this problem shouid be in the
forefront of the attention of the world disarmament conference. The United Nations
has slready approved the idea of convening it. In that forum all countries of the
world could, on an equal footing and freely, set out and compare their positions
and outline ways and means of limiting and arresting the arms race.

It is high time that efforts were made to complete preperations for the
conference and to convene it. As is well known, this is something in which the
Soviet Union will not be, and has not been, found wanting. (23 September 1975 -

A/PV.235T)

To make progress towards a solution of the problems of dissrmament, we must
intensify the work of existing international fora which are dealing with these
problems. At the same time, it is important to endeavour to involve in this
sctivity as many States as possible., The delegation of the USSR is firmly convinced
that, in order to bring about & global solution to these problems, there must be
convened at the earliest possible date a world disarmament conference in which =11
States, without exception, would take part on an equal footing and in eccordance
with the principle of equality. The convening of such & conference would promote
the development and strengthening of the favourable trend in internmational
relations which has been emerging in recent years as & result of efforts to ease
international tension and the conclusion of a mmber of multilateral and bilateral
agreements on the problem of limiting armaments 2nd on disarmement.

At that conference, all countries could set forth and compare their views on
the questions of disarmament comprehensively, as they relate %o both weapons of
mass destruction and conventional types of weapons and armed forces. A
comprehensive exchange of views at the conference would meke it possible to identify
more clearly the pesition of all States on the various aspects of the protlem of
disarmement and by our jJoint efforts to determine the most effective ways and
means of solving this problem. The work of the conference would, of course, promote
more purposeful activity by States towards coming to an agreement on measures in the
field of disarmament. It would facilitate a destermination of the most urgent
aspects of the problem of disarmement which require immediate solution and

. :qxdlcate prectical ways and means of limiting and halting the arms race. The

convening of a world conference has become a necessity.

Four previous sessions of the General Assembly have favoured the idea of
holding a world disarmament conference. The appeal ~or convening it has been
heard in the most important fora of the nom-eligned ccuntries: +thosge held in
Cairo, Georgetown, Lusake, Algiers and Lima. A world disermement conference with

~-191-



the participation of &ll countries would represent the most authoritative
international forum on problems of dissrmament.

The Soviet Union once ageain confirms its readiness actively to co-operate
with all Statee, both withir the Ad Hoc Committee on tbe World Disarmament
Conference and outside it, in & search for a successful soluticn of the problems
-of preparing and convening the conference., The time has come to make energetic
efforts to conciude the preparatory work for the conference, including the
preparation of the conference's agenda. In the light of the work already done
over two years by the Ad Hoc Committee, there is every ground for believing that
the world conference can be and should be convened as soon as possible.

(10 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2082)

The Soviet Union was in favour of convening the conference in the very near
future; it was proud to say that communism and peace, communism and disarmament,
were inseparable. It urged all those who were striving for peace, security,
freedom, independence and social progress to follow its example. (1 March 1976 -
A/AC.16T/SR.29)

The representative of the Soviet Union said that the question of preparing
for and convening a world disarmament conference was the most important element
of a matter to which his country attached the greatest importance. In an effort
to broaden and strengthen favourable trends in international relations, it was
vital that political détente should be supplemented by military détente.

He said that he was convinced that the matter of active measures to prepare
for the convening of the conference was one ¢f the most urgent tasks in the ,
disarmament area. The holding of the conference would strengthen the efforts to
find ways of achieving the common goal of general and complete disarmament and
would give a new and very important impetus to disarmament negotiations in all
fora. (14 July 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.36)

United Republic of Camercon

We support equally firmly the plan %o have & world-wide disarmament
conference, vhich would make it possible for all States to reach eppropriate
decisions on problems which are crucial for their survival (30 September 1375 -
A/PV.2368

Upper Volta

We have takzn good note of the preparation of & world disarmament conference,
While it arouses certain apprehensions, it nevertheless remasins a stage which
could be decisive in the disarmament process if it is prepared by countries having
the required political will. (29 September 1975 - A/PV.2356)
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Venezuela

We give our firm support to the convening of the conference because,
through intelligent and painstaking preparation, it could provide the most
appropriate forum for achieving concrete measures with regard to such complex and
sensitive matters. We have held special sessions cn establishing the new economic
order, and convening the conference would be a necessary and indispensable
supplement. Of course, a world conference of this kind and with the stated aims
should take place with the participation of all the nuclear Powers. That is
one of the crucial requirsments for such a conference. Therefore it is to be
hoped that countries doubtful about the desirability of such a conference will
reconsider their position. (1% November 1975 - 4/C.1/PV.2087)

fugoslavia

It is in the most vital interest of all nations that the arms race be halted
at the earliest possible time and thet the process of general and complete
disarmament start. We, together with many other countries, therefore call for. the
most urgent convening of a world conference on disarmament and, if this continues

to be hindered, we believe that it is necessary to hold a special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, as requested also by the Conference of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Hon-Aligned Countries at Lima, where the great
najority of the States Members of the United Nations were represented. The General
Agsembly must take the initiative and accept the responsibilities entrusted to it
by the Charter instead of remaining paralysed by the differences of views of the
big Powers. (24 September 1975 - A/PV.2350).

In the course of the debate, several speakers have referred to the necessity
of convening a world disarmament conference. The efforts exerted so far for the
realization of this idea, which was initiated at the Conference of Hon-Aligned
Countries held in Belgrade in 1961, have not been successful so far. Yugoslavia
has been constantly urging the counvening of such a2 conference, convinced that it
could contribute toward overcoming the state of steagnaticrn in which the
disarmament problems find themselves at present. (7 Fovember 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2079)

This year we have had such an unreasonable situation that despite, for
example, the clear call of the non-aligned summit conference at Algiers in
September 1973, for a world disarmament conference "as soon as possible", and
the support of the non-eligned conference at Lima in 1975 for the holding of a
vworld disarmament conference "with as little delay as possible”, it was not
possible to have the AQd Hoc Committee's report state simply, among other
observations and conclusions, that & large majority of States - and just in those
non-aligned conferences there were about 80 - felt that the need for a world
disarmsment conference was urgent.

We would like to uaderline once more, as we have repeatedly done in the
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Ad Hoc Committee, that a world disarmament conference to which all countries must
be invited could not possibly lend itself to being an instrument or a platform of
only some, but would serve the true collective interests of the international
community of the United Nations as a whole, enabling anyone to bring attention to
his particular contribution, his views, his analysis of what must be done, under
vhat conditions, what obstacles must be removed, what measures undertaken, and
so forth, (3 Dscember 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2104) .

Zambia

It is equally regrettable that hardly any progress has been made towards the
convening of a world disarmament conference. We in Zambia remsin fully coavinced
that a world disarmament conference should be convened as soon as possible. 5
Indeed, as agreed by the foreign ministers of non-aligned countries at their recent f
conference in Lima, it will be desirable to convene a special session of the
Genersl Assembly devoted to disarmament if a world disarmament conference cannot be §
convened in the foreseeable future. (22 September 1975 - A/FV.2356) "

2, Maip objectives of the Conference

Belgium

The nuclear dimension cannot lead us to forget that, surrounding these
arsenals, vast stockpiles of conventional weapons have been set up which call more §
urgently for » stand on our part, - ;

In reviewing the items before us, we are tempted to telieve that our approach
to problems as vast end yet as immediete is too abstract, too enmeshed in
negotiations which tend to become hermetically sealed, although they concern us
all to the utmost degree.

For some time, however, this aspect of the question has been recognized and §
suggestions have been made here end elsewhere to remedy the situation. The proposeif
convening of a world disermement conference, among other things, is a response to §
this concern. Belgium on several occasions has expressed its views on the subject §
and has promounced itself in favour of this idea, as long as the conditions of
preparation, content and participation are settled. (1C November 1975 -
A/C.1/PV,208Y

S

As regards the world dissrmament conference, Burundi considers that the
purpose of ’the conferance should be the total destruction of the stocks of all
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- yeapons of mess destruction, particularly nuclear weapons, end the prohibition -
of the menufacture or the development of other weapons of that kind. (18 November
1975 - A/C.l/PV.2090s _

Cuba

My delegation trusts that the Ad Boc Committee on the World Disarmement
Conference will continue to fulfil jts mandate and work with broad powers soO as

to be sble to adopt the necessary measures for the prompt convening of that
‘conference. A most important task of the conference would .be to consider all means
to achieve general and complete disermament under effective international control,

and also to define the deadly economic and social consequences of the arms race

for mankind and to enalyse thoroughly the relationship between disarmament and
the socio-economic develcpment which particularly affects the developing
countries. (18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090}

Ecuador

We heve seen two definite trends in regard to the goal of the conference: on
the one hand, to achieve immediately some specific disarmament measures ard, on
the other, to make the ccnference a significant political forum for a review of
what has already been achieved and of the negotiations under way, in order to give
a new impetus to the negotiating process. Both objectives are important, eince
there can be no doubt that, if specific measures were achieved, there would be
considersble progress, while at the same time we must recognize that *he present
procees, which is a slow one, could be accelersied by & new political impetus.

(11 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2084)

Hungary
See 1.

Indonesia

Such critical issues as those affecting nuclear weapons - inwlving the
gacurity of all nations - can be successfully tackled only in & universal
conference, which cculd initiate the process of laying the groundwork for
arms-control measures and regulations by all nations. Such a conference could
also reassign first priority to the question of halting the arms race - more
specifically the nuclear arms race - as & step towards the ultimate goal of general
and complete disarmament.

My delegation feels that a world disarmement conference would, in & sense,

bring this serious and fundamental concern within the decision-making ambit of
the international commnity. The situation now is that, eithough tbis question
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is, by its very nature, of common concern, it has virtually been confined to the
exclusive competence of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. A
conference on a world-wide scale could be an instrument to focus on developments in
the field of srmaments, and the relative ineffectiveness of the measures taken

since the creatiour of the United Nations to achieve dissrmament. Finally, a world
disarmament conference, by seeking agreements covering both nuclear and conventional
weapons, would clarify the links which should exist between nuclegr and conventional
‘disarmement as well as between world-wide and regional disarmement.

For all these reasons, Indonesia believes that a world disarmament conference
attended by 81l militarily significant Powers, including the nuclear-weapon States,
would be the asppropriate forum for negotiating agreements leading towards nuclear
and conventionel disarmament which would be binding on the internaticnal community.
(20 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2094).

Kuwait

We hope that the nuclear-weapor States which have serious misgivings asbout the
confereuce will revise their attitude so as to give the conference a chance. It is
not necessary to'prejudge the work of the conference at this stage. The main merit
of the conference is that it will serve a3 a forum for mobilizing world public
opinion and bringing the pressure of the community of nations to bear on the work
of d'sarmament bodies, which ia the past represented mainly the interests of big
Powers.

Kuwait has repeated’y stated that all countries, big or small, have an equ.
stake in disarmamert. Only & world disarmament ccnference can ensure that furth.yr
disarmament measures will be applied against the nuclear States themselves and that
prccedu:. es of horizontal non-proliferation will be coupled with vertical
non-proliferation as well. Naturelly, we do not expect the conference ic achieve
miracles overnight. Who would deny, however, that the conference will initiate &
healthy process and lay the foundaticns of a sound framework or the fulfilment of
general and complete disarmament. (12 November 1975 - A/C.1/#¥.2085)

HMadagascar

See 5,

Mongolia

Thz time was ripe for making practical preparations for such a conference.
Expericnce Lad shown that the holding of world coanferences on individuel problems of
globel significance was extremely useful. The world diss:rmament conference would be
the first representative forum im which the problem of disarmament could be
considered in its cntire scope ead in whose work virtually all States could
parcicipate on au squa. fo-' 77y, including States which were not Members of the
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Ugited Nations. The conference should contribute to the formulation of effective
geasures to halt the arms race and bring about disermement and should provide &
gtimulus to joint efforts aimed at achieving that goal. The success of the
sonference would undoubtealy give an impetus to bilateral and multilateral
pegotiations and would play an important rol : in bringing about a further

relaxation of tension and in strengthening mutuel trust and understanding anc the
pases for lasting peace and security. The idea cf holding such a conference had
been under discussion in the General Assembly ifor five years and had received broad
international support outside the United Nations. The Committee had done useful
work in studying the views and proposels of Governments with regard to the conference.
Despite differences of opinion on some aspects of the question, there was sufficient
convergence of views to ensble the Committee to meke progress. The idea of
convening the conference was supported by the overwhelming majority of States,
including three of the nuclear Powers, one of which, the Soviet Union, had

originaliy proposed the conference. (4 March 1976, A/AC.167/SR.31)
Nepal
See 1,

Nigeria

There is need for all States to confront the issu~ of disarmament in a more
constructive and meaningful menner in a forum of sovereign equality. The proposed
vorld disermemeat conference can provide such a forum. If the attempt tc convene
guch & conference continues to be frustrated, my delegation will not hesitate to
join other third world States ir demanding that the General Assembly focus attention
on disarmement in & special session. (7 October 1975 - A/PV.2378}

Pak*stan

The difficulty in establishing the agenda of the conference arises from the
fact that & number of central issues are being considered either bilaterally
between the two super-Powers o~ in other fora, such as the Conference of the
Commitiee on Disarmsment, or in the mutual force reduction telks in Vienmna. It is
doubtful whether eny break-~through cen be expected merely by changing the forum
and bringing these matters to a world disarmement conference. However, we are
conscious that a number of issues of primary importance, such as security
assurances, the creation of nuclear-weapon~free zones, & comnprehensive test-ban
treaty, measures of conventional end regional disarmament and other measures, are
matters on which agreements might be possible in the foreseeable future.

(3L October 1975 - A/C.1/PV.207%

"he Pakistan delegation was in favour of holding & world disarmement
conference. It favow=d all measures thet would lead to a relaxetion of global
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and regional tensions and had therefore welcomed the agreements concluded between
the United States and the Soviet Union to limit the number of strategic weapons.
Relaxation of tensions and measures aimed at disarmament were interconnected.
Consequently, while the question of convening a world disarmement conference was
being considered, concrete steps should be taken within and outside the United
Nations to eliminate the causes of internetional conflicts and tensions.

The world disarmament conference should be held with the participation of the
nuclear Powers. The elimination of the nuclear weapons possessed by those great
Powers should be the first task inm the field of disarmament, and the conference
should devote most of its attention to the question of the complete prohibition of
the use of nuclear weapons and the destruction of existing stockpiles.

The proliferation of nuclear weapons had become particularly serious since
India had exploded a nuclear device. It was obvious that the problem could not be
solved by halting the spread of nuclear technology, since it was neither possible |
nor desirable to establish a monopoly in the field of knowledge and technology, but
a uniform system of : estraints could be established, based on internationsal
safeguards and equally applicable to all countries, to ensure that nuclear
facilities intended for peaceful purposes were not diverted to military purposes. It
was also necessary to provide security assw nces to non-nuclear-weapon States.

Since L0 per cent of total expenditure on armements was being incurred by the
medium-~sized and small nations, that problem should be examined and messures
formulated to promote the settlement of regional conflicts, the declaration of
nuclear-weapon-free zones and the adoption of other rigional measures. His
delegation ccnsidered that the conference should now anly meke a general review of
disarmament measures, but also propose specific messu-es. The conference would be
more useful if the specific puoposals were discussed and formulated beforehand in
suitable fora. (5 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.32)

Philippines

We would not be true to our Dledge to achieve progress during this Disarmement
Decade if we were unable even to conene a world disarmament conference or a
special session of the General Assembly on disarmament. It should be understood,
however, that the convening of a world disarmament conference or of a special
General Assembly session on dissrmament is not an end in itself. In other words,
ve need to make careful preparations for the confersnce or the special session so
tyat we can be assured of achieving tangible results. A successful world
disarmament- conference or a special Assembly session can, it may be hoped, provide
new perspectives on disarmament questions, a new orientation or over-all view of
the problem from which the United Nations can undoubtedly benefit and a new
political climate for deciaive action. (18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090)
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Poland

His delegation was convinced that progress towerds the early convening cf a
world disarmament conference would be & significent contribution to the
consolidation of the historical transition from the policy of confrontation to
international détente apd co-operation and to progress in the field of
disarmsment. (3 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.30)

He said that what was actually needed was an effective impetus to all those
efforts in favour of Gisarmament, and the idea of & vorld disarmament conference
thus constituted a logical and indispensable conplement to turrent negotiations
end discussions. Such a conference, open to all States and devoted to a discussion
of all aspects of disarmement, would constitute a truly universal forum to seek
progress towards general and complete disermament under international control,
ir both nuclear and conventional fields. (13 July 1976 - A/AC.16T/SR.35)

Senegal

It would be desirable also, still within the framework of the search for a
world of peace and justice, to convene & world disarmement conference, to enable the
international community to discuss a problem which is erucisl for survival, survival
vhich is possible only within the context of collective security.

The effectiveness of such action can be gueranteed only within the framevork

of & United Nations vwhich would reflect the new international situstion.
(6 October 1975 - A/PV,2375)

Somalia

See l.

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The world disarmement conference would be & meeting a% which all countries
could, on an equel footing, express opinions on disarmament as & vhole, as it
affected both wespons of mass destruction and those of the traditional type, and
armed forces. A thorough exchange of views would enable the position of all
States on the problems of disarmament to be placed on record and make it possible
to decide on the most effective means of resolving those probvlems. The
Conference would help States to teke more purposeful measures in order to reach
sgreement on disarmement meagures end would considerably enhance the role of the
United Wetions in that sphere. It was that spproach that the Ad Hoc Committee
should adopt in enguring that the conference was convened as early as possible.
(1 Marck 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.29) :
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3. Conditions and adequate preparations for the realization of
the Conference

Afghanistan

The Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference has ably pursued
the study of the question of such a conference within the framework of ihe mandate
entrusted to it by the General Assembly. My delegation is of the view that that
Commuittee has once again been able to highlight the general trend in favour of
convening the conference, after adequate preparation has been made both in the
preparatory stages and with regard to the final convening of the conference with
the co-operation and participation of all nuclear-weapon States. I wish to
reiterate the position of my delegation that we fully support the convening of
such a conference and are confident of ils successful outcome for disarmament,
on the basis of the decision adopted by *he non-aligned countries.

(18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090) ‘

Austria

The representative of Austria said that, in reply to a letter from the
Secretary-General, his Government had indicated nearly four years earlier the need
to convene a world disarmament conference in 197h. That conference appeared even
more remote now, in 1976. At first glance, it would seem easy to find the cause of
that failure. Since a world disarmement conference could not be useful without
the participation of all the nuclear Powers, the responsibility must be attributed
to those nuclear Powers which refused to participate. However, a more thorough
analysis indicated that not enough of the required imeginetion had been displayed
to resolve the problem. Firstly, the real reasons for the negative attitude of
those nuclear Powers had not been examined and, secondly, it had perhaps teen a
mistake to adopt an all-or-nothing strategy. Indeed, by envisaging a major
conference at the highest possible level which would be entrusted with the task
of solving all disarmament problems, perhaps too lofty an objective had been
established, thereby facilitating negetive criticism. In the consultations held
during the thirtieth session of the Ceneral Assembly, various delegations had
suggested the possibility of ebendoning efforts to bring ebout disarmament, since
those efforts risked causing further frustration. For two yedrs, the Ad Hoc
Committee had considered the major issue, namely, the attitude of the nuclear
Powers on the convening of the conference. The current pessimism appeared to
reinforce the idea that trat subject had been exhausted. Accordingly, the solution
should be sought elsewhere. The Ad Hoc Committee should maintein its contacts with
the nuclear Powers for two important reasons: firstly, in order to perceive
possible changes in their attitude and, secondly, so that it would not be forgotten
that nuclear disarmsment was a fundamental concern of all Stetes which did not
possess nuclear technology.

His country had supported and continued to support the idea of convening a
world disarmament conference and, at the same time, vrged that a sense of realism
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prevail as work progressed. It wes true that the vast majority of countries
wished tc convene a world disarmement conference and that only a small number of
States objected; however, it must be borne in mind that those States represented
a third of the world's population and possessed more than half of the existing
nuclear weapons. Accordingly, instead of atterpting to take a giant step towards
the conference, the Ad Hoc Committee should endeavour to approach it gradually and
at least should not lose what had elready been gained.

(5 March 1976 - A/AC.16T/SR.32)

In the opinion of his delegation, the involvement in the Committee's work of
all five nuclear-weapon States - although through different channels - was a
unique feature of the Cormittee... It was also true that the Committee had in
recent years estsblished vseful machinery for the necesesary consultations with
regard to the question of convening such a conference.

It would be most helpful if the Committee could meintain its contacts with
those nuclear Powers which were not prepared at the current stage to participate-
in & world disarmament counfere..ce in order to perceive possible changes in their
respective attitudes, &and it might slso be useful tc examine more closely the

reel background to the attitude of those nuclear Powers. In any case, ... the
Committee should avoid adopting an "al1l-or-nothing” strategy. Hence, it might be
useful to explore in the future graduel steps that would peve the way for the
convening of a world disarmsment conference end at the same time ensure that the
progress achieved during the past three years was not lost.

(13 July 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.35)

Bulgeria

The representative of Bulgaria was convinced that the only correct
interpretation of the Committee's mandate was thet it must direct its efforts
towards establishing & solid basis for beginning work oo the practical preparations
for the conference, which meant agreeing on the main tasks of the conference, its
agenda end the date on which and pleace where it would be convened.

(3 March 1976 - A/AC.16T/SR.30)

Burundi

However, we must not go too fast by convening & world disarmament conference
only to fail in achieving cur ultimate goal of real disermament. I% is essential
that the conference should, from the outset; have a good chance of achieving
tangible results. That is why it is indispensable that all nuclear Powers agree
to participate in that conference.

It is cbvious that the world disarmament conference can only succeed in an
atmosphere of confidence among peoples, without suspicions or distrust. The major
Powers must also promise to cease the foreign interventions in the political,
economic and military affairs of other States.
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In any case, the delegation of Burundi has a strong feeling that the question
of convening a world disarmament conference has now reached a deadlock, because
most countries consider that the participation of all the nuclear Powers in the
conference is a sine qua non. Now, one of the nuclear Powers is holding out for
prior conditions for the convening of the conference, in particular that the nuclear
countries should’first undertake an unequivocal commitment that they will never be
- the first to use nuclear weapons, at any time or in whatever circumstences =77
will not use them ageinst non-nuclear-States and nuclear-wespon-free zones, an’
that they will withdraw all their armed forces, including nuclear missiles, from
cther countries and dismantle all their military bases, including nuclear bases,
on the territories of other States. We must also point out that certain countries
do not wish to be lulled or deceived by the convening of a world disarmament
conference to serve only as a propaganda forum intended to camouflage the arms
race or maintain the arms balance of certasin major nuclear Powers.

Thus the choice is clear: either the world disarmement conference is held
without the participation of all the nuclear Powers, or there is no conference at
all. In any case, my delegation is still convinced that the participation of all
the nuclear Powers is essential. (18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090)}

Chile

We agree with those who say that for that purpose we must consider machinery
more effective than the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, which would
enable true multilateral negotiations of a universal nature with the participation
of all nuclear Powers. In this connexicn, the convening of a special session of
the General Assembly and the proposed world dissrmement conference are ideas
deserving urgent consideration. The Ad Hoc Committees or the World Disarmament
Conference, of which Chile is a member, should conclude its work with a final
recommendation to the thirty-first session of the General Assembly.

(19 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2092)

China

As regards a world dissrmament conference, China keeps to her position set
forth long sgo, namely, the conference must have & clear aim and the necessary
pre-conditions. The clear aim is the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of .nuclear weapons, and ebsolutely not the so-called limitation of
strategic arms. The necessary pre-~conditions are: all nuclear countries, and
particularly the two nuclear super-Powers, the Soviet Union and the United States,
must first of all underteke the unequivocal obligetion that they will not be the
first to use nuclear weepons at any time and in any circumstances and, in
particular, will not use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear countries and
nuclear-free zones. and that they must withdraw from ebroad all their armed forces,
including nuclear-missile forces, and dismantle all their militery beses, including
puclear bases, on the territories of other countries. Now that the super-Powers
have even refused to undertake the minimum obliszation of not using nuclear weapons
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against non-nuclear countries, how cen it be said that the conditions for -
convening a world disarmament conference sre already available?
(11 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.208Y)

guba

See 2,
Czechoslovakia

We see the major purpose of the comference primarily to be the discussion
of all ways and means of achieving general and complete disarmament under strict
and effective internstional control, and priority in this should be given to
questions of nuclear disarmament. (12 November 1975 - A/O.l/PV.;?OBS)

Ecuador

My delegation has expressed its support for the idea of holding & world
disarmament conferznce, which should be properly prepared and in which the large
auclear Powers and all the militarily important States should participate.
Through such a conference many of the aims of a broad disarmament programme could
be achieved. We have been pleased to note the report of the Ad Hoc Committee,

which we believe has done difficult and productive work. (11 November 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.208k)

France

France, for ite part, has supported the idea of e world conference now under
consideration by our Organization. That plan, if it were assured of the support
of all the military Powers, in particular the five nuclear Powers, would be sble to
get us out of the rut in wvhich we have become bogged down.
(26 September 1975 - A/PV.236lL)

See also 1.

German Democratic Republiec

The Committee should start the concrete preparation of the world disermament
conference and submit a draft agenda to the thirtv-first session of the General
Assembly. (13 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2085)
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Ghana

As in the past year, the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Disarmement Conference does not give us much hope. The report indicates that we
still have not obtained unanimity in principle on the necessity of convening a
world disarmament conference. We therefore have not been able to pass from this
stage to the preparatory stage of the conference. Yet, we are all agreed that
if a world disarmament conference is toc be of any use, it should be well
prepered. The report of the Ad Hoc Committee indicates quite clearly that by
far the greater majority of Members of this Organization favour the heclding of a
world disarmement conference. Yet, thus far, we have not maede any progress
towards that objective. This, in our view, demonst-ates a dictatorship of the
minority. Those who sbhor the dictatorship of the majority should, in even greater
measure, reprehend the dictatorship of the minority.

My delegation supports the continuation of the Ad Hoc Committee. We
suggest, however, that its mandate be expanded to include drawing up an agenda
for the conference and making recommendations on its procedure. Perhaps when
this has been accomplished, those delegations which at present oppose the

rinciple of holding the conference will be persuaded to modify their position.

17 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2089)

India

It remains a matter of regret that the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Disarmament Conference has not been able to make substantial progress during this
year, and this is despite the fact that it had the benefit of the very eble and
skillful stewardship of Ambassador Hoveyda of Iran. Perhaps the way out of the
present difficulties in which the Ad Hoc Committee finds itself would be to
emplify its mandate. This might enable it not to be hamstrung and to take
meaningful stepe towards an objective which is shared by an overvhelming mejority
of the world community. It is essential that ways and means are found to
translate this desire into reality. (14 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2088)

Indonesia
See 1.
Iran
With regard to the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament

Conference, "it is perhaps understandable that serious concern and even outright

disillusionment have been expressed regarding the pace of progress achieved ‘so
far. But what might be perceived by some as an inordinastely slow and frustrating
process is merely indicative of the extremely sensitive and complex nature of the

task which we confront.
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The intricate complexities involved in issues related to a world .disarmament
conference are clearly evidert in the report of the Ad Hoec Committee. "And it is
in this light that one can hope to engage in any realistic appraisal of progress
to date or a prognostication regarding future prospects for the comvening of a
world disarmement conference. . '

Whereas it might appear that there is no room for undue optimism on either
score, one should, nevertheless, not be overly hasty in giving way to despeir.
For, on the one hand, the Ad Hoc Committee has once again, in spite of many
constraints, managed to prodvce a consensus report, and has succeeded, on the
other hand, in ascertaining the brosd range of views which seem to be emerging
and gradually crystallizing around two major and distinct trends of thought
regardircg the objectives of a world disarmament conference.

I would not elaborate on these points as I have already explained them at
some length in the’ course of presentation of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
last week. I wish merely to express the hope that the options presented by this
report will be carefully examined by all concerned before a decision is finally
made on the future ccurse of action. (10 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2082).

The representative of Iran observed that very little progress hxi been made
vith regard to the world disarmament conference since the adoption of General
Assembly resolution 2930 {XXVII) three years before. That might not refiect a
lack of ability or interest, btut it must shed some light on the prospects for the
Committee's work and the time that remained to wind up the exploratoiy stage,

The Committee should take a highly responsible and disciplined approach to
its mandate, Firstly, it should not attempt to stretch its mandate beyond what
was politically feasible. The Committee could pot be turned into a preparatory
organ, because experience had shown that that would lead to failure. Secondly,
the Committee should proceed with a full understanding of the complexities of the
problem it faced and of its own limitations and constraints.

The main focus of the current year's report should be the elucidation of the
conclusions set forth in the previous report, which had contained two distinet
approackes. According to one approach, the aim of the conference should be the
realization of concrete disarmement measures, and according to the other it
should be a forum for reviewing and appraising the progress achieved in the |
field of disarmament, re-examining methods, priorities and guidelines, and revising
and streamlining the machinery for the conduct of disdarmement negotiations., That
second approach had generated a measure of optimism, on the grounds that a
conference with more limited objectives would not come up against the obstacles
that would impede the holding of a conference of wider scope. Hovever, the
fundamental problems remained. It had been made clear to the Comittee that,
under current conditions, participation of all the nueclear Powers in the
conference or its preparatory work was not feasible, Although the refusal of one
of the muclear Powers encompasced participation in any type of world disarmament
conference, that of the other nuclear Power had been more ambiguous. That ares
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of ambiguity could perhaps be explored in order to resch a realistic assessment
of the prospects of holding a world disarmament conference of limited scope.
Should the problem of participation prove to be inswrmountable, however, his
delegation would be prepared to.consider other alternatives, including that of
holding a special session of the General Assembly on disarmament problems.

(5 Merch 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.32)

Italy
The holding of a world ¢ aference raises a number of questions relating to both

the complexity and the delicacy of thu issues which will be dealt with in that
forum. And, in order to give the right replies to those questions, we should take
them up by degrees and with caution as we evaluate the conditions and the timing of
this very initiative. My delegation confirms its interest in the idea of '
convening & world disarmement conference, an interest that has been demonstrated by
its active participation in the Ad Hoc Committee. 'At the same time, we wish to
recall that the very ‘complexity cf the topics which could be discussed at the
conference requires, in the first instance, adequate and & - entive preparation - the
more 80 because the conference must do its utmost to live up to the gresat
expectations it will engender in world public opinion. We believe, therefore, that
we should start by laying down a solid basis for fruitful negotiations. To that

. effect, we believe, for the same reasons I have mentioned before, that the
participation, even at the preparatory stages of the conference, of all the
countries chiefly concerned, and in particular of all the nuclear-weapon States, is
an essential condition. (18 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2090)

The Italian Government supported the convening of a world disarmament
conference. It had always believed that the widest possible participstion of lMember
States in such an enterprise wonld help to achieve general and complete disarmament
under effective international control, which was the fundamental objective of the
United Nations. The Italian delegation was aware of the complexity of the problem
and the need for adequate preparation of the conference and identification of the
specific topics to be discussed. The participation of all nuclear-weapon States in
the preparatory work was essential if the conference were to come to grips with the
fundemental aspects of the problems involved. The conference must not duplicate
the activities of bodies already working in the field of disarmement nor must it
become involved in sterile genersl discussiocns. The Committee's work thus far
- provided a basis for further progress towards the convening of the conference, but
there could be no valid achievement without the consent of all.

The Italian delegation shared the hopes expressed by others for more positive
progress in the reduction of arms and disarmament, but did not feel that it would
be sufficient simply to accelerate preparations for the convening of a world
disarmament conference. Undue haste might have negative repercussions and it was
evideni from the work of other bodies that existing differences had not yet been
eliminated nor the arms race halted, particularly in the nuclear field. Thus a
gradual approach should be adopted to the convening of a conference.
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The divergence of views among Member States comld not be overlonked, because
solutions that were unacceptable to certain Member Stetes would not work. There
was therefore no alternative but to persist in an effort to convene a conferenmce
with the consent of all. In the Italian delegation's view, the question now was
not whether to take new steps towards the goal sought by all but rather how to take
them. The first step wrould be for the Working Group to study the coaclusions
reached in 1975 with a view to bringing about further clarifice.icn and
understanding of the problems involved.

The Italian Govermment hoped that the conference would be held because, with
the participation of all States, it could provide s globai solution to the
problems of disarmament. (Y4 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.31)

.

Jagan

The Committee must now begin to address itself to the real issues involved in
the question of convening a world disermement conference. From the conclusions in
section IIT of the Committee's report, it was clear that the scope and cenditions
of a world disarmament conference might vary according to the functions and
objectives assigned to it. It was also clear, from paragraph U3 of the repert, that
irrespective of the task assigned to a world disarmement conference, it must be
universal, adequately prepared and attended by all nuclear-weapon end militarily
significant States. The delegation of Japan continued to believe that thorough
preparation was vitally important for, once the decision to convene & world
disarmament conference was taken, that conference must not be alliowed to fail; if
it ¢id, thut would cause serious disappointment and generate doubts about the
prospects for further progress. All the nuclear-weapon Powers must be invited and
must participate at all stages of the conference, including the pPreparatory stage.
While understanding the posi ion of those who maintained that the objections of
certain nuclear-weapon Statsz: amounted to a veto of the wishes of the majority,
Japan felt that a world dis: . sament conference held without their parti-ipation
would be mesningless. o

Close contact must be mzintained between the Comnmittee and the nuclear-weapon
States, particularly those which were not participating in the Committee's work.
Although some nuclear-veapon States hed repeatedly stated that they did not wish
to be associated with the Committee, the problem must be faced squareiy, The
real problem was not so much that of the convening of the conference as it was that
of ensuring that it was held in conditions in which it would be ugseful and
constructive, taking into account the underlying political realities of the
nuclear-weapon States. (k March 1976 - A/AC.16T/SR.31).

Kuwait

Though the nuclear-weapon States have shown greater readiness during the past
Year to co-operate with the Ad Hoc Committee, the basic difference of opinion among
the nuclear-weepor Stet:: continues to constitute a serious obstacle to convening
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the conference in the near future, In fact, continuance of these basic differences
among the nuclear-weapon States mey stultify the work of the Ad Hoc Committee and
convert it irto an organ for reviewing comments made by States on the objectives of
a world disermament conference. My delegation sincerely hopes that the First
Committee will succeed Guring the present session in giving the Ad Hoc Committee a
nev mendate which will give it more cxtensive powers and convert it intc a
preparatory committee capable of taking sctive measures for convening the conference
itself., (12 November 1075 - A/C.1/PV.2090)

L2banon

The ccncept of international security has been sufficiently developed in the
past and its indissolutle link with disarmament has been established. Apparently,
the idea of convening a world dissrmament conference had been widely accepted
cince the initiative taken by the non-sligned countries at Cairo in 1964 and since
the submission of specific proposals by the Soviet Union. However, the United
Nations was still meeting the same obstacles regerding the participation of all the
nuclear Powers and some countries were continuing to impose regquirements that were
difficult to fulfil. It was important 1S break the present deadlock ard to achieve
universal participatior , and partvicularly that of the nuclear Powers, which could
mark the difference between the succesz or failure of the conference. The Lebanese
delegation thougnt that a gradual approach should be adpoted: first there should
be a preparatory stage; then a stage for the approval of decisions, with a
sufficient inteival for their applicaticn; and, finally, a conference should ve held
at the end of the decade tc consider the results achieved and to prepare measures -
for the following aecade.

With regard to future activities, the Lebanese delegatiocm supported the
convening of ta- conferenc: providad that it was carefully prepared. On the other
hand, it @:4 not scem appropriate to convene a special sessicn c¢f the General
Assembly to deal with disarmament questions, because it would merz2ly be a forum for
fruitless debate which would culminate in “he production and reproduction of
resolutions without nny effect. At the same time, the Committee should set a date
for the conference, which might ve 1978, 1979 or 1980. That is, at the beginming
of the Second Disarmament Decade. Meanwhile, preparations for the conference should
continue. The United Natioms should establish & preparatory committee and perhaps
21s0 a sub-committes of major Powers, composed of a maximum of five States, entrusted
with the task of holding talks with the nuclear-weapon States, especially those nct
represented on the Cormittee. The progress in the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
between th= United States and the Soviet Uniou and the rapprochement between the
West ..id the East cregted an international climate favourable to the preparations
for the ccaference. (5 March 1676 - A/AC.167/SR.32}. '
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Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

The peoples of the world place their trust in our international Organization end
expect it to find sclutions to the problems confronting the world community, and
today we are faced with that challenge. Uur Organization is indeed the one
responsible for halting the arms race, and particularly the nuclear arms race.
Consequently, the convening of & world disarmament conference as soon as possible is
indeed imperative. But there should be agreement on the items to be discussed -
on which the suecess of that conference would uepend. In preparing for that
conierence, my delegetion deems it necessary to concentrate-our efforts on the
following points.

First, the participation in the conference of both nucleer and nop-nuclear
States should be on an equal footing in respect of resolutions and recomwendetions.

Secondly, the nuclear-wespor States should first of all accept their sheare of
the responsibility for bringing about a cessation of the arms race. They should
pledge not to resort to wuapons of mass destruction sgainst other States,
particularly non-nuclear States, under any conditicns or in any place, since they
have the monopoly of arsenals of nuclear weapont. (1k November 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.20886)

Mali

... Those are the prior requirements for any progresz in the field of disarmament

and also for the convening of & world disarmament conference, in which, in order
for it to uchieve any positive results, all the nuclear Powers in the world should
participate. . o

It remains obvious, however, that such a forum is an imperative need for the
internaticnal community and the holding of such & conference cannot therefore be
postponed indefinitely. In this connexion, my delegation shares the objective and
pertinent conclusions of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference.
{20 November 1975 - A/C.l/PV.2093,

Mexico

In order to attain the cbjective of general and complete disarmament,
particulerly nuclear disermament, it was essential, after appropriate preparaJions,
to convene and institutionalize the world disarmament conference, all aspects of
which had been under review since 1971. The Mexican delegation had given ample
proof o: its determination to bring about the conveaing of a world disarmsment
conference open to0 all States without exception, in vwhich all nuclear Powers
obviously must participate on an equal footing, and had stated that it was
convinced that such a conference, whick should be convened speedily, would
constitute the appropriate forum in which to give new impetus to negotiations om
lisermsment. (5 March 1976, A/AC.15T/SR.32)
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Mongolia

We believe that the participation of all countries of the world, in the first
place of all the nuclear Powers and States with considerable militery potential,
in the efforts to curb the arms race, is a necessary pre-condition for elaborating
effective and radical measures in the field of disarmament.

The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic actively suppoerts the idea
of convening a world disarmsment conference. It stands for immediate practical
preparation of the conference, which in our opinion should add a considerable
impetus for bringing together and intensifying the efforts of all States in seeXing
new ways and means to solve various disarmament issues. (26 September 1975 -
AJPV.2364)

We consider that a world disarmameat conference, as proposed by the Soviet
Union, would represent the proper starting pjoint in these efforts. Such a world
forum, with the participation of all States, big and smell, on an equal footing,
would provide a rare opportunity for thoroughly scrutinizing the status of
disarmament negotiations, identifying the priorities and charting guidelines for
future negotiations. In otker words, an adequately prepared world disarmament
conference is certain to give fresh impetus to disarmement negotiations by
indicating prac:ical ways and means for an effective handling of arms control and
disarmament matters.

Having this in view, and taking into consideration the repeatedly expressed
will of the international community to convene such & conference, the General
Asgembly should recommend to the Ad Hoc Committee that it apply earnest efforts
to get down to practical arrangements for the preperation of the conference.

(20 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.209k)

The need for all nuclear Powers and States with the greatest military potential
to participate in the conference was obvious. It was xlso highly desirable that all
nuclear Powers should participate in the work of the Committee. However, the
unwillingness of certain Powers to co-operate with the Committee at present should
not leed it intoc an impasse. The Committee could continue its work even without
tl2 participation of those Powers im the hope that they would heed the appeal of
the General Assembly and join it later. Thorough preparations w. 1d have to bhe
made for the conference, and that wouwld take & certuin amount of time. The
practical preparations should be started as early as pcssible because the problem
of disarmament was becoming more serious and more complicated with every passing
Year and emormous resources were continuing to be diverted from the economic apd
social needs of pecples. The delegation of Mongolia hoped that, in the current
Year, the Committee would focus its attention on the practical aspects o’
preparing for the conference. The Committee's report to the .eneral Assembly at
its thirty-first session should reflect the growing concern of States and world
public opinion concerning the ever-escalating arms race. In swmerizing the views
of States concerning the conference, the Committze should indicate the most
impertent problems requiring solutions as a matter of priority.
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The delegation of Mongolia had always been in favour of breoadening the, ’
Committee's mendate so that it could draw up the provisicnal agenda apd rules of
procedure of the conference and reach agreement on other organizational questions.
The time had come to give the Committee not only research but also preparatory
functions, and a recommendsation to that effect should be made to the General

Assembly. (k4 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.31)}
Morocco

Therefore, we should from now on make all the necessery preparations to enable
the Ad Hoc Committee to continue its task with the greatest possible efficiency and
speed.

If necessary, before the conference is convened and in order to prepare for
it, a special session of the General Assembly dealing with disarmament could be held,
and Morocco would fully ‘support such an initiative. (20 November 197°
A/C.1/PV.2093) ~

See also 1.

Peru

The internationel community agreed that the uncontrolled increase of weapons
constituted a threat to peace and security and hampered urgent development efforts
and that &ll countries had a stake in questions of disarmement and should
participate in discussions on them. Accordingly, all States should demonstrate the
political will to make the world disarmement conference the appropriate forum for
ccnsideration of all questions relating to disarmament and should perticipate in its
work. The Ad Hoc Committee's major objective should be to encourage States to
demonstrate that will. Indeed, the great majority of States wished such a
conference to be convened.

In view of the foregoing considerations, the Ad Hoc Committee should continue
to study the views of Governments on the conference and should pursne its
consideration of the objJectives of the conference. It should also prepare an
analytical study of the conclusions contained in its report to the General Assembly
in 1975 with & view to presenting to the General Assembly a clear analysis of the
situation to enable it to decide what course of action should be followed. It
should be borne in mind that the observations and reccmmencations whicn the
Committee might make concerning its mandate, pursuant to parsgraph 3 of General
Assembly resolution 3469 (XXX), should encourage all States, particularly the
nuclear Fowers, to overcome thajir misunderstandings and participate ir the
Committee's work. (3 March 1976 - A/AC.lG?/SR.30)
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Philippines

The delegation of the Philippines supported the convening of an adequately sand
thoroughly prepared world disarmament conference, with the perticipation of all the
nuclear-veapon Stetes and the militarily significant States. It reiterated its
support for the consultations being held by the Chairman witk the nuclear-weapon
States, especially those that had not participated in the Committee's work, as
well as its support for the work of the Working Greup. (5 March 1976 =
A/AC.16T/SR.32)

Poland

The Ad Hoc Committee should undertake the requisite preparatory work, including
the formulation of the agenda and procedures for such a conference. One of the
main tasks of the Working Group responsible for preparing the Ad Hoc Committee's
draft report to the General Assembly should be to draft specific agende items on the
basis of the outline worked out in 1975 and the msin trends of the current debate.
{3 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.30)

See also 1

Qatar

See 1'

Spain

For the second time this Committee has discharged the mandete entrusted to it

by the General Asserbly. This year, as is stated in the single recommendation -
contained in paragraph 45 of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Assembly nay
wish to examine the advisability of the continuation of the vork of the Ad Hoc
Committee under an appropriate mandate. At this time, it is not easy to define

a new mandate for the Committee, because this is e matter in which the positions

of States possessing nuclear weapons has been maintained, as has been demonstrated
in the report of the Committee in the conclusion appearing in paragraph LY of its
report, which means that it would not be possible to convene this conference in

the near future. This conclusion of the Committee makes it possible to foresee the
fact that it would be necessarv to hold new and sensitive consultations so that a

new mandate for thet Committee could be comsidered. (14 November 1975 -
A/C.1/PV.208T)

Drawing attention to the conclusions of the Ad Hoc Committee in its revort
to the thirtieth session of the General Assembly,  he z»id that, in preparing the
analytical study of the conclusions in that report arnd in presenting to the
General Assembly at its thirty-first session its observstiins and recommendations on
its mandate, the Ad Hoc Committee must take into accouu® thg necessity for the
realization of certain pre-conditions, as referred to in paragraph 42, and the fact
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that the positions of the States Possessing nuclear weapons on all aspects Of the

- convening of the conference remained unchanged, as noted in paragraph k4. Aan
effort should be made to turn those two factors to advantage, rather than allow
them to remain obstacles. It must also be recognized that disarmament and security
were closely related and, when reflecting on the two obstacles to which he had
referred, it must be kept in mind that the position of the great Powers and the
requirement for pre-conditions were based on considerations of security. Although
the strengthening of international security was a separate item on the agenda of
the General Assembly, the study of those aspects of international security which
were most closely related to disarmament must be taken into account if the Ad Hoe
Committee's discussions were to have any significant impact.,

In the light of the foregoing, his delegation would be guided by the following
considerations as the Ad Hoc Committee's work proceeded: firstly, polenmic agpects
should be subordinated to practical considerations with a view to finding practical
solutions that would facilitate future work on disarmament ; secondly, the
conference should be carefully prepared as a matter of urgency and should be viewed
as & dynamic, developin, process, and thirdly, questions relating to security must
be discussed along with disarmement measures. (k4 March 1975 - A/AC.167/5R.31)

Sudan

The Ad Hoc Committeze on the World Disarmament Conference, under the sble
lioadership of Ambassader Hoveyda of Iran, submitted its report to the General
Asseubly. That Committee was able to reach important guidelines and principles.
However, it is regretted that it could not achieve substantial progress on the
objectives of the conference and the necessary conditions for its convening and
success. My delegation supports the 2Ad Hoe Committee continuing its work under an
appropriate mandate which will enable it to finish its work as early as possible.
(21 November 1975 - #/C.1/PV.2095) o

Sweden

One such proposal was the Project of a world disarmsment conference, and
Sweden had, since the idee hagd been presented, supported the helding of such &
conference with universsl participation. The Swedish Government hoped that the
convening of a major disarmament event, such as a world disarmament conference or
a special session of the Genersl Assembly, would make up for the previous lack of
universality in the participation and offer s new point of departure for the
ceuse of disarmament. The representative of Sweden would emphasize that, for
progress in the disarmement efforts to be achieved, it was crucial thet all nuclear
Stetes should partiq}paxe in any international meeting devoted to disarmament.

His delegation- did not believe that such an international gathering as a world
conference or a special session of the General Assembly eould achieve any
long-lasting and realistic results if it were hastily and insufficiently prepared.
Thorough preparetions mi . . ¥¥quire more time, dbut they were necessary. Sweden
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considered that to be a fundamental prerequisite for the success of any
international meeting on disarmament. (5 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.32)

Turkey :
The Committee succeeded in once :26in highlighting the general trend in favour
of the ides of convening and holding the conference after adequate preparation

_with the participation, in the preparatory stages and in the conference itself, of
ell nuclear-weapon States, without exczption, and ell militarily important States.

As one of the 40 non-nuclear-wespon members appointed to participate in the
work of that Ad Hoc Committee, we continue to believe that it should continue its
work under & nev mendate with a view to finding the appropriate meens to achieve
*ts purposes. (7 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2080}

‘Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republie

A very important thing is that there has been progress with regard to
participation in the conference. Members of the Committee have supported the
idea of the confereace's being universal, and many representatives stressed that
all major military Powers should take part in its work., We have noticed a
certair narrowing of differences on such guestions as the duration of the
conference and the provisional agenda, which in the view of many delegations should
be sufficiently broad and should be besed on the major purposes of attaining
complete and general disarmement. There is the understanding thet the conference
should be held in close co-opzration with the United Nations and that it should

take place only after proper prepsration.

With regard to the preparations, it i: our firm convictior that these shouid
not bhe allowed te drag out for too long. < reful preparations for such an
important and complicated business as the world disarmament conference are
certainly necessary, but they should be preparations for the convening of the
conference and should not be allowed to deg'nerate into endless procrastination as
e result of which we may lose sight of the wnole purpose of the conferences and
waste valusble time. At the present time, favourable conditions exist for an
eariy convening of the conference, conditions which have been created by the
ever-increasing internationsl détente. (17 November 1975 - A/C.1/#V.2089)

Union of Soviet Socisiist Republics

The Soviet Unioz was inviting all States to concentrate their efforts om
practical measurss to limit and halt the arms race and on practical disarmament
efforts. In that context, the convening of a world disarmament conference was a

matter of speciasl urgency.

In the view of the Soviet delegation, the Ad Hoc Committee should nc longer
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allow those who were trying to salvege and encourage the arms race to undermine
the offorts of the cvervhelming mejority of the States of the world; it was high
time for the work of the Ad Hoc Committee to take a decisive turn.

In Generel Assembily resolution 3469 (XXX}, the A3 Hoc Committee was requested
to sutmit observations and recommendstions concerning its mandate. That meant that
the great majority of Hember States of the United Nations were tired of seeing the
work of the Committee proceed in an exclusive and vicious cirele owing to the ’
supporters of the arms race; it was time the Committee freed itself from the
influence of certain Powers and decided to fulfil its responsibilities. It was
for that reason that its mandate shou’d be amended to enable it to draw rearer to
the final stage of preparations for the conference. Resolution 3469 (XxXX)
emphasized the mandate of the Ad Boc Committee itself apd offered it real scope for

progress. Its consultations with th® nuclear Powers would, of course, remain
its principal task, but, in sccordance with resolution 3k69 (XXX) those
consultations should nec -lenger obstruct its practical work, On the basis of
resolution 3469 (XXX), the Committee couw’d and should embark on a qualitatively
new phase of its activities and deal with rractical preparations for eonvening
the conference. (1 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.29)

See alsc 1,

United Kingdom of Great Britain snd Korthern Ireland
— e s .- M—————_—__

The Secretary-Ceneral and a number of representatives have questioned
vhether we have the right negotiating machinery for making progress on disarmament.
There are several suggestioms for additions or improvements to the present
arrangements. One of them is for the calling of a world disarmament conference.
My Government hes consistently said that such a conference might give fresh
impetus %0 the negotiation of disermement. But we believe that the attendance
of all significent military States, and certainly all nuclesr Powers, would »e
essential. Otherwizse, it would mot be a %rue world conference and its results
might well be a great disappointment. {13 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2086)

The representative of the United Kingdom said that the conference migkt provide
an impulse to the important task of reaching concrete egreement on disarmament. The
attendance at the conference of all significant military States and ali nucleayr
Powers would be essential for ite success. (1h July 1976 - A/AC.167/5R.36)



Lk, Agenda of the Conference

Kuwait

See 1.

Poland

See 1.

[y

5. Organization of the Conference: structure, functions and procedures;

and relationship to the United Mations and other disarmament bodies

" Egypt

The problem obviously is complex and complicated. It needs, apart from
technical answers toc many complicated guestiona, political decisions at the very
highest level. Sometimes, we small Powers believe that those politicel decisions
will never be made despite the availaebility of the technical answers. That is why
a world conference on disarmament should be held and should be attended by world
leaders and Heads of State at the head of their delegations. The Committee's
present mandate does not leave it much scope for adopting the necessary measures.
The boycotting by two nuclear Powers of the Committee's meetings hes not helped
either, notwithstanding the great diplomatic and negotiating skills of
Ambassador Hoveyda of..Iran., If a world disarmament conference should therefore
prove déifficult to convene by next year, my delegation shares the view and the
commitment of the delegations of other non-aligred States that, according to the
Lima Conference resolutions, a special session of the General Assembly
dedicated to disarmament should be convened to give the necessary impetus to the
stagnating disarmament talks before the remeining kalf of the disarmament Decade
flies away with no hope for results being achieved. (20 November 1975 -

4/C.1/PV.209%)

Lebanon .

See 3.

We must, however, recognize that tl.e present arrangements end agreements
remsin limite? and are often discriminatory. It would therefore appear Judicious
to supplement them, to expand them, in order to integrate them within a global

approach to disarmament.

If the forthcoming world disarmsment conference recognizes this objective as
enjoying the highest priority, then we can contemplate in a positive way the
crestion -* e specialized agency where all States will have the opportunity to
examine 2nd to decide democratically questions relating to disarmament acd control
over srmaments. (29 September 1975 - A/PV.2366)

My delegstion is still in favour of convening a world disarmament conference s
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prom¥tly &s possible. However, if the situation to whieh I have referred vere to
continue, my delegation would favour the convening of & special session of the
United Nations General Asrembly. (7 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2079)

Mauritius

- Gt e ——

Mexico

It is necessary to convene and, after edequate preparation, to institutionalize
the world disarmement conference that we have been analysing in all its aspeets
ever since 1971. In the light of the contents of the lsst report of the Ad Hoe
Committee on the World Disarmament Conference, we believe that the Yyear that will
elapse between this session of the General Assembly and the next one should be the
last period of time allowed for the continuation of such & study. If in the course
of 1976 it should nct be possible to schieve more tangible progress, then, in our
view, it would be necessary for the Assembly, during its thirty-first regular
session, to decide to hold a special session for the purpose, among cther things,
of studying the question of convening a world disarmement conference.

(30 October 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2073)

One of the major objectives yet to be stiained was the promoticn of the
establishment of international peace and security, vith the minimum possible
diversion of human and economic resources for weapons. The differences which might
exist in the Ad Hoc Committee or in any other United Nations body concerned with
disarmement questions, and which were used to Justify indifference, cculd not be
used to deny the United Nations guidance to enable it to velidate the Charter,
meintain truly peaceful relations among Membe: States and serve as a focal point

for harmonizin§ the efforts of nations to attain thaet common goal. (5 March 1976,
A/AC.167/SR.32

Morocco

See 3.

Rigeria

We believe that disarmement shculd be restored to the centre of United Natiens
life and activity. This belief may be realized through a special session of -the
General Assembly to desl with disarmament matters only if the proposed world
conference on disarmament cannot be held in the foreseeable future.

(7 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2079)
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Pakistan

The United Liations is an indispensable forum for harmonizing and concerting
the disarmament negotiations that are being conducted in diverse fo¥a.
Disappointment at the largely sterile record of those negotiations has led certain
non-nuclear States to propose the convening of a special session of the Ceneral
Assembly to discuss disarmament measures. My delegation can support that proposal,
but -we would caution that, as in the case of the world disarmament conference, any
decision to comvene & special session must be related to the prospects of achieving
concrete results. The same consideration would apply to the question of convening
a world disarmament conference. It would be desirable, first of all, to identify
the specific issues which would be ripe for agreement among the nuclear-weepon
Povers. Consequently, my delegation would suggest that emphasis in the work of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference should shift from the
timing cf the convening of such a conference to determining its agenda.

(31 October 1975 - A/C.1/PV.20Th)

Peru

The banning of all tests is a substantive act of political will which will
undoubtedly lead to implementation of full-scale disarmament negotiatioms. This
should be a central theme, if not the first priority, of the future world
conference. But we must alsc envisage vhe possible structures of negotiating
bodies within a world conference simed at institutionalizing disarmsment, and we
must also study the reletionship between the new central body and the regional
procedures, both present and future, with regard to security and weapon control.
(19 November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2091)

Philippines
See 2:

Poland

The Ad Hoe Committee had spent enough time examining general views and
suggestions. The United Nations should now concentrate on implementing existing
initiatives. and proposals rather than seek new mechanisms, forms of negotiations
and meetings. (3 March 1976 - A/AC.167/SR.30)

Senegal
See 2.
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Spain S .

Efforts to bring about disarmament in bilateral and regional fora should be
supplemented by parallel efforts at a world disarmament conference. The obvious
complexity of the task facing the A4 Hoc Committee could be attributed to three
factors: the economic importance of the weapons industry, the political :
implications and consequences of the attitudes of various countries and the
relationship between disarmement and security. The representative of Spain
advocated a realistic approach: recognition that, although disarmament would not
be easy to achieve, that was no reason to put off convening a world disarmsment
conference indefinitely, in view of the serious threat posed by the massive
accumulation of armaments. (4 March 1976 - A/AL.167/SR.31)

United Republic of Cameroon

To this end, my delegation would aupport the convening of a special session
of the General Assembly, which would prepsre an agenda for a world disarmament
conference during which all States Members of the United Nations would carry out
& thorouvgh study of the difficulties and obstaecles in the path of genersl and
couplete disermament. (21 November 1975 - i/C.1/PV.2095)

Yenezuela

The idea of convening a special session of the Assembly relating to
disarmament questions - if proposals such as the convening of a world dissrmement
conference do not become fact -~ would also be fevourably looked umpon by my
delegation {1} November 1975 - A/C.1/PV.2087)
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D. Positions presented in 1977

1. Attitudes and positions of Governments to the
convening of a world disarmament conference

Algeria

Expressed the satisfaction of his deiegation at the success of the
Preparatory Committee in drawing up a draft agenda for the special session of
the General Assembiy devoted to disarmament, with the approval of all members of
the Committee. He was particularly gratified that the draft reflected the
views of the Algerian Government, as transmitted to the Secretary-General in its
reply (A/AC.187/28), on the lack of adequate progress in dissrmement, on the
continuetion of the arms race and on the need to create conditions favourable
to disarmament. In that connexion, his Government attached great importance to
the need to establish a climate of confidence between States, through the final
regolution of local conflicts, the elimination of the last remmants of
colonialism and racism, and the ending of policies of spheres of influeance, of
interference in the internal affairs of States, and of denial of the right to
self-determination of peoples under foreign domination.

His delegation noted with satisfaction that the Committee had decided to
include in the agenda a review of the role of the United Nations in disarmament
and of the international machinery for negotiations on disarmament. It considered
that the United Nations should assume its natural role of providing leadership
and guidance in the field of disarmament and gshould participate more actively
in the disarmament process. It continued to support the convening of a World
Disarmament Conference in which all nuclear-weapon States would participate.
(A/AC.187/SR.13)

* Bulgaria

The results of the efforts made to date are well knowr - & number of
internitional treaties and bilateral agreements have been ecocncluded on various
questions of disarmament and this undoubtedly represents considerable success.

The fact remains, however, that the arms race in the world has still not been
checked and the danger of war has not been completely eliminated. This arouses
grave concern among all peoples. For this reason, the proposal of the Government
of the USSR concerning the convening of a World Disarmament Conference has found
support among the cverwhelming majority of States Members of the United Natienms.

At such a conference, at which &ll countries, including the nuclear-wespon States,
would participate, the problem of disarmament could be considered fully and the
most effective ways of solving it could te studied. Unfortunately, despite many
resolutions of the General Assembly, it has so far been impossible tc convene that
conference because of the attitude of some nuclear States towards it. {A/AC.187/36)
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Without any underestimation of the indisputable importance of the special
session, scheduled {o take place next Year, it is more than obvious that only -
a large and authoritative forum, invested with brosd and full powers - that .
is, only the world disarmament conference - can be in a position to co-ordinste,
elaborate and adopt effective measures in the field of disarmament. That is
why, although attention is now concentrated on the forthcoming stage, the Genersal
Assembly should not lose sight even for a moment of the right perspective.
(A/C.1/32/PV.11)

The representative of Bulgaria stated that the People's Republie of Bulgaria
had consistently favoured the convening of a world disarmament conference. His
country was profoundly convinced that the need for such a conference was growing
daily more urgent in view of the unceasing arms race, whick was supported by
certain well-known militarist circles. He fully agreed with the statement msade
the previous day by the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the effect that the reasons for convening the conferene. were still valid and
were constantly increasing in significance. The rate at which the arms race was
accelerating tended to overtake measures to reduce and control it, which was
understandably causing universal anxiety. The special task with which the world
was nov feced was to direct the will and efforts of ail countries, and particularly
of the nuclear countries, towards reaching a satisfactory solution to that cardinal
problenm.

The People's Republic of Bulgaria was convinced that the convening of such an
suthoritative international forum ss the world disarmament conference would give
major impetus to a thorough discussion of all aspects of disarmament, would
highlight the most pressing current tasks in that field and would indicate the
Practical measures to be taken to achieve success. The special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmesment was a step in the right direction and
ghould be a significant stage in preparing for the conference. He was satisfied
vwith the work of the Preparatory Committee, which had adopted a number of important
and constructive recommendations. (A/AC.167/SR.39) o

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

In the opinion of the Byelorussian SSR. in order to make decisive progress in
checking the arme race and moving toward _aeral and complete disarmement it is
essential to consider the whole problem oy disarmsment in the widest and most
authoritative forum - a world disarmament conference, the convening and helding of
vhich is supported by the overvhelming majority ef States.

Such & Conference, being a truly universal forum, would be able to consider
in & qualified manner and in depth the whole complex of problems concerning
disarmament and take effective decisions regarding them which would provide for
the adoption of concrete and efficacious measures aimed at the solution of the
problems of disarmament. (A/AC.187/L)
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Central African Empire

My country will never stop protesting most vigorously sgainst the folly of
this headlong charge to desth and will support always and in every forum the
promotion of the kind of peace which is not necessarilty just the absence of
var but a true peace betweer peoples. Therefore, we optimistically await the
special session of the General Assembly ard the world conference on
disermament. (A/32/PV.20)

The Central African Empire welcomes the idea of a special session of the
General Assembly and of a world disarmament conference. These would make it
possible for all Member States to contribute to the strategy for a genuine
disarmament and merk the inception of a new and fruitful era for the survival
of mankind, because, while the arms race entails heavy sacrifices, it also
threatens and distorts the interplay of democratic functions and is a barrier to
the evolution of social processes which constitute the only real hope for the
future of our society. (A/C.1/32/PV.15)

Colombia

No matter how hard the General Assembly tried to achieve positive results
in the field of disarmement, its efforts would be futile unless the countries
responsible for the tragedy of the arms race throughout the world showed a will
to co-operate.

In its letter addressed to the Secretary-General pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 31/189 B, the Government of Colombia stated that disarmament was in no
way dependent on the will of the Organization as such, or even on that of the vast
majority of its Members; it depended sclely on the will of the countries that
menufactured weapons, that had been stockpiling them, that iraded in them an¢ tha.
derived both military and political power and enormous finanuial profit from that
lethal industry. So long as those countries were unwilling to disarm, to reduce
the rate of weapons production or to place the interests of mankind in general
above their own interests and hunger for power, nothing would be gained, no matter
how many special sessioszs of the General Assembly or how many world conferences on
disarmament were held. (A/AC.187/SR.T)

Cuba

See 5.

Cyprus

The effort to convene a world disarmament conference continues to be
truncated, but perhups may be less so after the special session.
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We hold that a world disarmement conference should be convened as soon as
possible. That would be a continuation of the special session. If, however,
the convening of such a world conference continues to be politically impossible,"
then we would hope that a second special session would be convened within
three years or so, partly to asscess progress and partly tc continue what was
done at the Tirst special session. {(A/C.1/32/PV.22)

Czechoslovakis

The Government of the Czechosiovak Socialist Republic is smong those which
already six years ago initialled the proposal to convene & world conference
on disarmament. It is our belief that only a world conference equipped with
sufficient powers and due procedures and above all with the unanimous
determination of Gevernments to make radical progress in the field of
disarmament could deal in a really effective manner with & broad range of
disarmament problems and work out a realistic strategy for general and complete
disarmament. It appears, however, that for the time being not all cocuntries
are pursuing such far-reaching objectives and there are even those that resist
the idea of disarmament or even reject the idea of any disarmament proposals

 whatsoever. In this situation we have welcomed the proposal to convene a

special session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament
as a proposal which could mean & certain step forward and although not solve
at least facilitate the solution of world-wide disarmement problems. (A/C.1/32/PV.13)

German Democratic Republic

The observer of the German Democratic Republic noted that it was not
surprising that the socialist countries had expressed themselves with particular
insistence in favour of a world disarmament conference, for the struggle to halt
the arms race in the interests of mankind was in harmony with the social structure

- of the socialist countries. Since 1917, following the October Revolution, the

Soviet Union had advocated general disarmament and, increasingly supported by a

 number of other States, had made many proposals to that effeet. In receat months,

it had become clear that the idea of a world disarmament conference was receiving
increasingly wide support. Certain circles had sought to prevent the inelusion of

f the question of a conference in the agenda of the special session, but that attempt
- had failed. The Preparatory Committee had also decided to recommend to the

thirty-second session of the General Assembly that the Ad Hoc Committee be asked

to submit a report on the matter to the special session, an idea already raised

in the Ad Hoc Committee itself. The recommendation was a logical one. The
question now arose whether the Committee's mandate should be widened by the General
Asgsembly to make concrete considerations for preparing and convening a world
disarmement conference. His delegation would support a recommendation to that
effect. (A/AC.16T/SR.39)
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Greece

The Government of Greece shares the major concern at the effects of the
growing arms race vwhich puts at stake international peace and security and
hinders the economic growth of countries and more particularly of the developing
ones, It has, therefore, encouraged all initiatives in the field of e complete
and general disarmement and arms control. It was in this spirit that Greece
voted for General Assembly resolutions concerning the convening of a world
conference on disarmament. In the same spirit Greece supported the holding of
the special session of the General Assembily. (A/AC.187/k45)

It is important thet we should strive for the success of the new efforts
vhich ere being made on the crucial question of dissrmament. It is in this
contaxt that Greece supports the convening of a special session of the General
Assembly dedicated to dissrmament and expresses the hope that this session will,
with the active participation of all States, result in a programme of action
entailing concrete measures with a view to general and complete disarmament.
For the same reasons we are in favour ¢f the convening of a world conference on
disarmament. (A/32/PV.1k)

Indisa

The initiative for convening & special session of the United Nations General
Assembly devoted to disarmament was taeken by the first Summit Conference of
Non-aligned Countries held in Belgrade from 1 to 6 September 1961, whlch adopted
the following declaration on the subject:

"The participants in the Conference recommend that the General Assembly of
the Urnited Nations should, at its forthcoming session, adopt a decision on
the convening eithey of a special session of the General Assembly of the
United Kations devoted to discussion of disarmament or on the convening of
a8 world dissrmament conference under the auspices of the United Nations with
a view to setting in motion the process of general dlsarmament.
(A/AC.187/kT)

See also 5.

Indonesia

It may be recalled that in 1961 the non-aligned group had already called for
a special session devoted to disarmament issues or & world disarmament conference.
(A/32/PV.9)

One of the main tasks of the special session will be to formulate and adopt

a declaration on disarmament. The task that lies ahead of the special session
is extremely difficult; it is one which must be discharged successfully. My
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delegation hopes that such success will pave the way for further progress

towards effective disarmament measures. It is for that reason that my delegation
continues to support the holding of the world disarmament conference as a forum
which would offer an opportunity for all countries to participate in negotiations
and to take concrete disarmament measures acceptable to all countries
(A/C.l/32/PV.22) -

Mauritius

The feasibility of convening, in due time and after appropriate preparatory
work, a world disarmsment conference of all States should be thoroughly studied.
(A/AC.187/60)

Mongeclia

The reprerentative of Mongolia stated trat it wasg becoming increasingly
-urgent to hold a world disarmament conferencc. The time had come for international
action to halt the arms race and to clear the way for real disarmament. That would
require the efforts of all nations, both large and small, both nuclear and
non-nuclear. In that connexion, he recalled that a proposal had been made at the
Fifth Conference of Heads of State or Govermment of Non-Aligned Countries o
include an item on the world disarmament conference on the agenda of the forthcoming
special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. His delegation did
not, of course, view the special session as a substitute for such a conference but
as an important step in that direction. (A/AC.167/SR.37)

Nigeria

We have noted with satisfaction that steps are being taken to convene some
time in the coming year & special session of this Assembly on the vexed and
seemingly intractable problem of disarmement, a solution to which, although urgent,
has p»oved so elusive for us a8ll these many yeéars past. I note with particular
satisfraction in this regard that Nigeria has the honour of participating in the
preparatory work, and we look forward anxiously to a positive outcome at both the
special sessicn and the world conference that might eventually follow. (A/32/PV.32)

effective process of disarmement is the responsibility of all countries, although
it cannot, of course, fail to note the obvious fact that Some bear greater
responsibility than others. Accordingly, as a non-aligned and peace-loving
developing country, it has spared no effort to participate in this common task to
the best of its ability. Evidence of this is its active and continuing involvement
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in the work of the specialized organs of the United Nations in which it has the
honour to participate, including the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, the
Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference and the Preparatory Committee
for the Special Session of the General Assembly, together with its constant support
for the most important and significant resolutions on disarmeament adopted by the
United Nations ever since the establishment of the Organization. (A/AC.187/42)

Poland

[y

Poiand's determined and consistent efforts. towards disarmament can be geen
in its constructive role played on all the negotiating fora it is participating.
We have lent and continue lending our unfailing support to all initiatives and
realistic proposals vhich may assist to complement political détente with that in
the military sphere. Along with other States of the socialist community, Poland
has co-sponsored a number of such proposals, both of a global as well as regional
character, as they have been in keeping with the iuterests of all States,
regardless of their size, socio-political system, geographical location or level of
economic development. Their implementation would indeed serve the materislization
of the basic purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Proceeding from these general considerations, the Government of the
Polish People's Republic has firmly endorsed the proposal, submitted by the USSR,
to convene a World Disarmament Conference, attended by all States. (A/AC.187/12)

Romania

In a position paper circulated at the thirtieth session of the General
Assembly, Romania had submitted its views and specific proposals on a disarmament
programmc. It had alsc stated that it was in favour of holding a world disermament

conference. (A/AC.187/sR.5"

SierraT.eone

Sierra Leone as a non-aligned nation looks forward to the convening, early in
1978, of this conference at which all nations of the world, big and small, will
spend more time on the serious question of disarmament, because my delegation is
cornvinced that only the total prohibition of mass destruction wespons can offer
the best possible protection for humsnity. (A/C.1/32/PV.20)

Spain

In the opirnion of my Government, the process leadiug tc general and complete
disarmement is dynamic and in that process the convening of a world disarmsment
conference is not to be considered an isolated event but rather part of that
process, in which another step of special importance is the holding of the
fortheoming special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmasment. My
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delegation is participating enthusiastically in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Wori. Disarmament Conference, and we welcome the report prepered by that
Committee and so brilliantly introduced a few days ago in this Committee by its
Chairmen, Ambassador Hoveyda of Iran, whom I now have the honour to congratulate.
(A/C.1/32/PV.18)

Sri Lanka
At an appropriate time a world disarmamesnt conference could be corvered with -

universal participation and with adequate preperation. (A/AC.1£7/55/Add.1/Corr.2)

Syrian Arab Republic

It is on that basis that Syria has also supported the coavening of a world
disarmasment conference, inasmuch es the convening of a special sessiom of the
General Assembly cannot possibly teke the place of an internationsl conference,
which could be transformed into a body that would hold periodic meetirgs in order
to review the progress towards, and the obstacles to, disarmement and an ending
of the arms race. (A/C.1/32/PV.15)

Turisia

The danger that the special session would merely turn into & repetition of the
debates cf the First Committee of the Cenersl Assembly must be avoided. A new
political consensus must be formulsted which would meke it possible to adopt
concrete and realistic measures. In view of the difficulty of the task, the
possibility of a second special session must not be ruled out; in any case, there
remained the World Disarmament Conference, the convening of which had been supported
by most Member States, including Tunisia. (A/AC.187/SR.11)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

In recent years, as a result of the conclusion of a number of internationsl
treaties and agreements, some progress has been noted in limiting the arms
race in certain areags. The developing process of international détente makes it
urgently necessary to achieve further success in halting the rampant arms race.

Halting the arms race is becoming the most urgen’ task of the present day. The
memorandum ~f the Soviet Union on questions of ending the arms race, which met with
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a favourable response from many delegations at the thirty-first session of the
United Nations General Assembly, has become an important document which greatly
facilitates the search for a solution to the unsolved problems of disarmament.
The memorandum constitutes a comprehensive programme of disarmament measures,

The Ukrainian SSR believes that it would be possible to achieve effective
solutions to all aspects of the disarmament problem, including those mentioned
above, in the widest and most authoritative international forum, which could be
provided by a world disarmament conference. The Soviet Union's proposal for the
_convening of such a conference with the participation of all States has won broad
support from the international community. A number of recent sessions of the
General Assembly have adopted resolutions in favour of holding the conference.
(A/AC.187/5)

We continue to believe that a world conference would provide the most authorltat:
forum in which all the countries of the world, without exception and on an equal
footing, would be able not only to put forward and compare their views on disarmement
problems but also to reach agreement on practical ways of solving them. Furthermore,]
we are convinced that the special nature of a world conference, the fact that it |
would be the first assembly of such a kind since the war, would make it easier to
take effective decisions on the questions under discussion. (A/C.1/32/PV.15)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The curbing of the arms race requires the combined efforts of all States,
nuclear and non-nuclear, large and small, developed and developing. On the basis
of that principle, the Soviet Union put forward the proposal that the problem of
disarmament should be considered in its entirety in the widest and most authoritative
forum - a world disarmament conference. Such a forum would be truly universal; it
could consider in & qualified manner and in the necessary depth the whole complex
of guestions concerning disarmament and could adopt effective decisions regarding
them.: The proposal to convene a world disarmament conference is supported by
the overwhelming majority of States, which shows that there is a growing conviction
in the world concerning the need to hold it. The General Assembly, at several of
its sessions, adopted a number of decisions in favour of holding a world disarmament
.conference. (A/32/60)

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republies attached exceptional importance to
the question of convening the World Disarmament Conference, at which all countries ‘
of the world, without exception, and on an equal basis, could state and compare their
views on the whole range of disarmament problems. (A/32/28)

A major result of the work of the Preparatory Committee is the preparation of
an agenda for the special session, which, as we know, provides, among other things,
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for the consideration of the question of convening a world disarmament conference.
The attitude of the USSR to the world disarmasment conference is well known: we
have been consistently in favour of considering the problem of disarmament in its
entirety, in the broadest and most authoritative forum, such as the world
disarmament conference would be. Such a forum would be truly world-wide and could
consider expertly and in the necessary depth the entire range of disarmament
problems and take effective action thereon. The proposal to convene a world
disarmament conference has enjoyed, and continues to enjoy, the support of the
overvhelming majority of States, and this demonstrates the growing realization in
the world of the need to convene such a Conference. (A/C.1/32/PV.T)

See also 5.

United States of America

The position of the United States has not changed. According to that position,
the General Assembly could note by consensus that a world disarmament conference
could play a role in the disarmament process at an appropriate time. However,
under the circumstances it is not the lack of a suitable forum, but the lack of
political agreement that constitutes the principal obstacle to progress in
disarmament, A world disarmament conference would be unlikely to overcome this
lack of agreement and thus would more probably hinder, rather than assist, efforts
to reach concrete arms control agreements. It, therefore, would be premature at
this time to convene, to set a date or to start preparations for a world
disarmament conference. (A/32/28)

Zambia

Zambia subscribes to the proposals for a special session of the General
Assembly on disarmament and & world digarmament conference. We must make a real
start in the field of disarmament, founded on premises and genersl principles that
can truly guarantee durable peace and security in the world. (A/32/PV.27)

2., Main objectives of the Conference

Bulgaria

A breakthrough in solving the problem of disarmament, which affects the
interests of all countries without exception, requires that the problem should be
considered in the broadest and most authoritative international forum - a
World Disarmament Conference. Such a truly universal forum could consider with
expertise and in sufficient depth the totality of disarmsment questions. If
properly organized and with working bodies available to ensure a thorough
preparation and practical agreement in taking appropriate decisions with due regard
for the interests of all States, a World Disarmament Conference could work out
specific, effective measures aimed at curbing the arms race and achieving
disarmament. (A/AC.187/82)

229~



Czechoslovakia

See Bulgaria, above.

German Democratic Republic

The United Nations special session on disarmament, to be held in a few
months' time, ought to lead to agreement on.a joint disarmament programme. That
would be an encouraging contribution for all with regard to preparations for the

World Disarmament Conference.

Hungary

See Bulgaria, above.

Mongolia

See Bulgarias, above.

Poland

(A/32/PV.13, p. 31)

Ineffective efforts at disarmament merely encouraged States to perfect their
There were constant new reminders of the growing

instruments of destruction.

threats which the world was facing.

A world disarmament conference would help to

dispel many of mankind's worst fears and would offer a new stimulus to efforts to

prove that détente was an irreversible and a lasting process.

As a result of the work of the Preparatory Committee for the Special Sessgion

of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament, the organic link between the world

disarmament conference and the special session had been further strengthened. His
delegation hoped that the special session would decide on a specific date for the -
convening of the conference, adopt a recommendation concerning its substantive
terms of reference and establish a properly mandated preparatory committee for

the conference.

A world disarmament conference would appraise the implementation of the
decisions of the special session and be empowered to adopt practical and binding
disarmament measures. It could become a powerful stimulus to, and a highly

authoritative forum for, international disarmeament efforts.

(A/AC.167/SR.38)

e mom woy, g e

e pam

The world disarmament conference had been conceived to meet that need and, as
a product of growing political détente, had been aimed at extending to the military

sphere the global progress achieved in the political sphere,

Those who opposed it

did so on grounds of expediency rather than out of a desire to fulfil their

countries' true aspirations.

(A/AC.167/SR.3T)
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Romania

Disarmament negotiations, under the firm direction and control of the United
Nations and carried out in bodies with clearly defined agendas and priorities,
should be compartmentalized in various categories of activity, such as the N
consideration of all problems relating to the cessation of the nuclear-arms race
and the conclusion of agreements on the prohibition, reduction and elimination of
nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction; the negotiation of measures to
reduce armed forces and conventional weapons at the world and regional levels;
discussion of the problem of the freezing and gradual reduction by stages of the
military budgets of States; the adoption of collateral measures of military - )
disengagement and disarmament.

Within this framework a decision can also be adopted concerning the convening
of a World Disarmament Conference with the participation of all States and all
nuclear-weapon Powers. (A/AC.187/79)

Spain

Spain always looks favourably on every effort made bilaterally or multilaterally,
within the United Nations or outside, which are carried out to halt the arms race.
My country will always pay particular attention to any negotiating forum which seeks
this objective, whether with regerd to the limitation of strategic forces, the
reduction of forces in central Furope, the possible discussion of similar measures
for other geographical areas or, particularly, the convening of a world disarmsment
conference. Our final objective is and continues to be gradually to bring sbout
general and complete disarmament under effective international control, We should
like every aspect of disarmament to be considered in a global framework which would
exclude all propaganda but would at the same time be realistic and cover all the
causes of possible conflicts ia all their complexity and ultimately the fundamental
elements of security. (A/32/PV.6)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The combining of various vorking methods would help to promote speedy progress.
An importani feature of the world dissrmament conference would be to give participating
delegations the necessary authority to draft specific documents and, if necessary, to
call on the services of qualified experts. Thus, the world disarmament conference
should be the sort of forum that would make it possible to proceed from the general
declarations and appeals that are normally adopted at General Assembly sessions to
- practical work on agreed disarmament measures. Naturally, the convening of a world
disarmament conference would not mean that the already well tested method of hélding
discussions on disarmament matters would be abandoned. (A/C.1/32/PV.16)

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that the
Soviet Union favoured convening a world disarmament conference so as to enable ail
countries to present their views on the full range of disarmament problems. He
recalled that his country had preseited at the thirty-first session of the General
Assembly a series of specific proposals for curtailing the arms race which
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reflected the views of many other countries. Efforts to curb the arms race had
to be universal, and must therefore be discussed in the broadest possible forum,
namely a world disarmament conference, which could adopt effective decisionms.

That proposal had the support of the overwhelming majority of States, and the task
of convening such a conference was therefore one of the most urgent ones facing
the international community. (A/AC.167/SR.37)

The Soviet Union's position on the need for a world disarmament conference
was based on its deep interest in the adoption of effective measures for the
limitstion of the arms race and the achievement of a break~through in dealing
‘with the problems of disarmament. (A/AC.16T/SR.38)

See Bulgaria, above.

3. Conditions and adequate preparations for the
realization of the Conference

Belgium

Equal importance should be given to banning weapons of mass destruction
and controlling conventional weapons;

Belgium has consistently suppeorted, in principle, a world disarmament conference
on condition that the major military States, particularly the nuclear States, agree
to participate in it. It would be premsture to express views on whether the special
session of the Assembly should set up such a conference. It is Belgium's hope that
a favourable climate and the beginnings of a dialogue will develop during the special
session; (A/AC.187/10)

Bul aria

It is only natural that the AG Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference
should be given a mandate to carry further the discussion of this question; that is
consonant also with the concrete recommendation of the Preparatory Committee on
the Special Session. (A/C.1/32/PV.11)

. A World Disarmament Conference should be convened in .... A preparatory
committee is being set up for its practical preparation. (A/AC.187/82)

China

The position of China has not changed. According to that position a world
disarmament conference can only be convened if certain prerequisites for the
creation of conditions conducive to genuine disarmament are met. The convening
of a world disarmament conference, or preparation for such a conference, could only
be acceptable if all the nuclear-weapon States, in particular the two nuclear-weapon
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Powers, would undertake an obligation: (a) not to be the first to use nuclear
weapons, particulerly against the non-nuclear-weapon States; and (b) to end
all forms of military presence on the territory of other countries by those
concerned. If such pre-conditions are met, a world disarmament conference can
be convened with a clear aim, namely, to consider the gquestion of complete - -
prohibition and thorough destruction of all nuclear weapons. (A/32/28)

Czechozlovakia

The Ad Hoc Committee had made considerable effort to fulfil the mandate given
to it by the General Assembly. Its work uad, however, been hampered throughout by
the attitude of the two members which did not participate in its work. A process
of world-wide disarmament could be effective cnly if all countries participated in
its preparstion, especially those possessing nuclear weapons. All members of ths
Ad Hoc Committee, particularly the msjor Powers, should participate actively in the
Committee's work in order to ensure progress. (A/AC.167/SR.39)

See Bulgaris, paragraph 2, above.

Egypt

Consideration should be given to the convening of another special session,
perhaps on the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary of the United Natioms, in
other words, shortly before the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly. which
will coincide with the end of the Disarmament Decade. Consideration might a o
be given to the convening of a world disarmament conference in which all nuclear
Powers would participate, since without their participation the Conference would
serve little purpose. (A/AC.187/61)

German Democratic Republic

See Bulgaria, paragraph 2, above.

Hungary

The representative of Hungary noted that his delegation had from the beginning
been an active advocate of the convening of a world disarmament conference, since
such a conference was the most appropriate forum in which to discuss and initiate
effective measures concerning disarmament. His Government therefore attached
considerable importance to the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, and he was pleased
that the recent session of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament and of
the Preperatory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly

Devoted to Disarmament showed an increase ir wctivities directed towards disarmament.
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The Ad Hoc Committee, vhich was meeting immediately after the conclusion
of the third session of the Preparatory Committee, need not fear any overlap
with the latter's work, since disarmament was a complex question which had
to be dealt with in a number of ways, through vilateral, regional and global
action. The achievement of pos1t1ve results in one dlsarmament forum promoted
progress in others, and success in the Ad Hoc Committee would contribute to
success at the special session and the conference itself. (A/AC.167/SR.39)

. My delegation is convinced of the need to extend the mandate of the Ad Hoc
Committee and is firmly in support of a draft resolution to that effect.

See Bulgaria, paragraph 2, above.

See also 5.
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India
zndia

The Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non-aligned Countries held at Lime from
25 to 30 August 1975 made the following declaration regarding their joint poliey on
this subject:

"The Ministers for Foreign Affairs agree to co-ordinate the action of the -
Non-gligned countries within the framework of the United Nations in order to
promote the holding of a World Conference on Disarmsment, with as little delay
as possible, with the participation of all States on an equal basis and during
which universal disarmament guidelines, in particular with respect to nuclear
disarmament, would be approved together with the utilization of resources thus
freed for international economic co-operation.

"Tf it becomes evident that it will not be possible to convene a world disarmsment
conference, the Foreign Ministers consider that a special session of the Genersal
Assembly should be convened as pr0posed in the Declardtion of the First Summit
Conference of Non~aligned Countries.

(A/AC.187/k4T)

Mongolia

The special session should constitute a major step forward towards the convening of
a world disarmasment conference. It should decide what practical measures were to be
taken to prepare and orgenize the conference. The Ad Hoc Committee could make a real
contribution to that decision, partlcularly by proposing in its report to the special
session & specific date for the convening of the conference and by giving its views on
the establishment of a preparatory committee for the practical organization of the
conference. His delegation deeply regretted that two nuclear Powers had not changed
their well-known positions concerning a crucial measure aimed at preserving the security
of mankind. (A/AC.167/SR.39)

See Bulgaria, para. 2, above.

Norway

Norway has given positive consideration to the question of convening a world
disarmament conference. In such a conference, however, all States of military importance,
and especially all the nuclear Powers, must participate. This does not seem to be a
realistic possibility at present. Our common efforts should therefore be devoted to
making the special session of the Genersl Assembly a success. (a/AC.187/22)

Poland

In organizing its’ work, the Ad Hoc Committee would have to bear in mind three major.
substantive aspects of its work: it was still operating with machinery for disarmement
negotiations which had taken more than 25 years to establlsh and which needed &n
effective stimulus that could only be provided by a universal forum such as the world
disarmement conference. That machinery involved bilaterasl, regional and global
discussions and included the SALT negotiations and Vienna talks, which he was sure
would succeed provided that they were based on the premise of the undiminished security of
all the parties concerned. Their success would no doubt positively influence the efforts

undertaken in global forums.
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The idea of convening a world disarmament conference had been the outcome of
consistency of action, particularly on the part of the non-aligned countries.
Successive high-level meetings of those countries, culminating in the Fifth Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at Colombo, had issued
declarations and resolutions in support of a world disarmament conference. In
addition, the socialist countries had voiced continuous support for such a conference,
as could be seen from the documents of the meeting of the Political Consultative
Committee of the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty, held at Bucherest in
November 1976. In recent months, it had been the Toreign policy of his own country
to reaffirm the desirability and political utility of convening such a conference, as
could be seen from a number of documents agreed upon during talks between its political
leaders and those of'other countries, including the non-aligned countries.

There was 'a close substantive and organizational link between the forthcoming
special session of the Genersal Assembly devoted to disarmament snd the world disarmament
conference. That link was inherent in the subject-matter of each of those gatherings
and in the conviction that the special session should be regarded as an important
stage in the process leading to the world disarmament conference. That relationship
had also been reflected in General Assembly resolution 31/190 on the world disarmament
conference, which had taken note of the decision to convene a special session devoted
to disarmament, and in resolution 31/189 B on the special session devoted to disarmament,
which hed referred to the suggestion made by the Fifth Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries at Colombo to the effect that the agenda of the
special session should include the question of convening a world disarmament conference
with a view to promoting general and complete disarmesment under strict international
control. Both the contents of those two resclutions and the consistent position of
the non-aligned countries fully coincided with his own country's approach. (A/AC.167/SR. 3]
See Bulgaria, para. 2 above. |

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

See 1.

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

With regard to the Committee's practical work, his delegation felt that the
Chairman, with the aid of the other officers, should continue to maintain contact with
the nuclear Powers. Information deriving from such contacts could be presented at
subsequent meetings of the Committee and reflected in the latter's report to the
General Assembly. He also proposed that the Committee recommend in its report that
the Assembly include the question of a world disarmament conference as & separate -
item on the agenda of the special session devoted to disarmament. Such a recommendation
would be fully in keeping with the Committee's mandate and would also be a practical
way of indicating the connexion between the world disarmament conference and the special
session called for in General Assembly resolution 31/190. It would also be fully in
keeping with the position of the non-aligned countries at the Fifth Conference of Heads
of State or Government held at Colombo. (A/AC.167/SR.37)

The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that it was
appropriate that the Ad Hoc Committee should begin its work immediately after the
session of the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly
Devoted to Disarmament. That attested to the grave concern of States at the arms
race and showed their desire to take effective measures to helt it. (A/AC.167/SR.38)
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The mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee was twofold: to maintain close contacis

with the representatives of the States possessing nuclear weapons in order to

remain currently informed of their respective attitudes, and to consider any relevant
| comments and observations which might be made to the Committee. The Chairman of the
| Conmittee had done considerable work pursuant to the first part of that mandste. It
" vas, however, unfortunate that two of the nuclear Powers had still not changed their
i positions on the question of a world disarmament conference. .
_ The inclusion of the question of a world disarmament conference in the agenda of
| the special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament and the recommendation
1 of the Preparatory Committee that the Ad Hoc Committee should prepare a report for the
| special session, in line with the Soviet proposal to the Ad Hoc Committee made on
1h April 1977, were both important ard useful decisions. The Ad Hoc Committee should now
| recommend to the General Assembly that the Committee be instructed to submit a report
| on the world disarmament conference to the special session. That would, of course, be
1an interim report by the Committee, which would continue its work in the light of the
discussions held at the special session. The report should be prepared by the working
group and should reflect the views presented by States on the convening of a world
‘dlsarmament conference since the submission of the Committee’s report to the thirty-first

session of the General Assembly. (A/AC.16T/SR.38)

_ If properly organized and with worklng ‘bodies available to ensure a thorough

! preparation and practical agreement in taking appropriate decisions with due regard for
i the interests of all States, a world disarmament conference could work out specific,
feffeﬁtlve measures aimed at curbing the arms race and thus achieving a breakthrough

{in solving the problem of disarmament. The Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament
§;Conrerence could recommend to the General Assembly that the latter entrust it to prepare
ia report for the special session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament on the
}\1tem of convocation of a World Disarmament Conference in order to implement resolution
|
1

131/190. - (A/32/28)

‘ I should like.to refer to one other point. In the report of the Preparatory
Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament there
jis an important recommendation that

| "the General Assembly ... should request the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
; Disarmament Conference to submit a special report .+« On the state of its
g work and deliberations". (A/32/41, para. 18)

This would not only ensure that the question of a world disarmament conference is
-iconsidered at the special session in sufficient depth but should also help to step
up preparations for the conference itself.

‘the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Confer:ace (A/32/28).

i

l

|

{ A reference to this recommendation is to be found also in the regular report of
| .

; We should like to voice the hope that it will have broad support at the present
isession of the General Assembly as well.

|

|

| The Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference is continuing to do
juseful work and is maintaining contacts with the five States that possess nuclear
|weapens. We believe that it would be desirable for the Ad Hoc Committee to continue
4this work. A great deal of material could be provided to it ty the discussions at
ijthe special session of the General Assembly.
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In view of all these reasons, the Ad Hoe Committez on the World Disarmament
Conference should, we believe, be instructed to present its regular report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-third session. (A/C.1/32/FV.16, p. 11)

See Bulgaria, para. 2, above.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

There is no change in the position of the United Kingdom which hes been expressed
on many occasions in the past. In the view of the United Kingdom, the participation of
all militarily significant States, including all nuclear-weapon States, remains an
essential element in convening & world disarmament conference. (A/32/28)
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L. Agenda of the Couference

Nepal

It supported the convening of a World Disarmaement Conference with the

‘participation of all major Powers, including the nuclear Powers. (A/AC.187/Sﬁ.8)

Norway

With regard to negotiations on general and complete disarmament, Norway had .
always emphasized the particular importance of the participation of all nuclear-
weapon States, whether in CCD, in the special session or in an eventual World
Disarmement Conference. Such a conference would not be meaningful unless all
militarily impertant States took part, especially all nuclear Powers. However,
that did not seem to be a realistic prospect at present. (A/AC.187/SR.8)

5. Organization of the Conference: structure, functions
and procedure; relationship to the United Nations and
other dissrmument bodies

Algeria

Algeria believes thaet the egenda of the special session should include the
following questions:

1. Evaluation of the present situation in the field of the arms race and
disarmament;

2. Elasboration and adoption of fundamental principles and obJectives in
matters of disarmament;

3. Elaboration and adcption of a Programme of Action in the field of disarmament;

2

4. Exemination of the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament
and of the various types of machinery and organs for negotiation;

5. Question of the convening of a World Disarmament Conference. (A/AC .187/28)

Argentina

The Argentine Republic believes that the agenda of the speeial session of the

General Assembly should be bgilt around the following points:

(a) A general debate centred on the causes that have led to the existing
situation, the relationship between disarmament, security and development,
and means of overcoming the existing deadlock;
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{(b) Formulation and adoption of a set of general principles to guide the i
efforts of the international community in the field of disarmament;

{¢) Formulation and adoption of a programme of action which, based on the :f¢

general principles, will clearly indicate the specific steps to be 2 B
taken by the various negotiating bodies in order to achieve specific it
measures of disarmament; it

(d) Consideration of the role of the United Nations in the sphere of
disarmament and of the operation of the various bodies connected with
the subject. g

The implementation of the Programme of Action will undoubtedly be connected .
with the operation of the bodies in which disarmament questions are examined and i
negotiated. For that reason, it would be necessary for the special session of thet
General Assembly to consider: 30
‘.opo
(a) The possibility of improving the structure and working procedures of theme
Conference of the Cormittee on Disarmament. In this connexion, it would be necess
to revise the composition of the Conference, to grant de Jjure membership to all
nuclear-weapon States and to change without delay the present system of co-chairmeys
Bou
(b) The establishment of an organic legal link between the United Nations i
General Assembly and CCD, so as to confirm the primary responsibility of the formeys
in disarmament matters; it
15
(c) Strengthening of the central role of the United Nations in negotiations g
disarmament, including the possibility of considering the future activities of itsu
Disarmament Commission and the United Nations Centre for Disarmament; 14

' afe
(d) "The question of convening & world disarmament conference. (A/AC.187/48)

. ]
Austria o

In accordance with the previous remarks the Austrian Government proposes the
following items for inclusion in the agends of the special session:

el

. e
- General debate 8
18

- Adoption of a political declaration of principles on disarmament "

- Adoption of a programme of action on disarmament

» , ' . '
- Review and strengthening of the role of the United Nations in disarmament B
including the question of convening a world disarmament conference.
(A/AC.187/11) | - i

| t
Belgium
1
See 3.
. 0
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| Botswana

Disarmament is the concern of all nations regardless of their size, wealth
¢ | or technological advancement, and our Organization should play its full role in
the search for solutions. For this reason Botswana joined the other non-aligned
countries in calling for a special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament. We regard the special session as a necessary prelude to, and not

necessarily a substitute for, a world disarmament conference. (A/32/PV.30)
y
Bulgaria
1] The decision by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session to convene a

d { special session devoted to disarmament in 1978 was adopted on the full understanding
th| that that session was not to take the place of the World Disarmament Conference.

The majority of delegations, including the Bulgarian delegation, which supported the
proposal for the convening of & special session, regarded it as a step towards the
convening of the World Disarmament Conference.

In view of the foregoing, the People's Republic of Bulgaria considers that, in
preparing the agenda for the session, the Preparatory Committee should take into '
| account the need to ensure all the conditions necessary for the fruitful consideration
{ of the question of the subsequent convening at an early date of the World Disarmament
¥ Conference. In addition to solving this fundamental problem, it would be advisable
at that session to review the whole problem of disarmament in all its aspects, and,
on the basis of that review, to prepare and adopt a final document reflecting the
154 agreed views of States participating in the session. The decisions taken on these
Lt8] questions should give fresh impetus to the work of the specialized organs and forums
on. disarmament already established at the international level, in particular the
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. (A/AC.187/36)

1 8)
| As far as the agenda of the special session was concerned, it was very important
that it should include, as & separate item, the question of the convening of the world

disarmament conference. (A/AC.187/SR.10)

€ We do believe that the voice of reason will prevail, so that the way may be

paved towards sincere co-operation .in order to put an end to the arms race and to

move forward towards real disarmament. We are convinced that the forthcoming

special session of the General Assembly will provide an opportunity for agreement

on a common and fundamental approach to disarmament, and will create favourable
conditions for convening a world disarmament conference in the near future. (A/32/PV.1L)

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republiec

With regard to the special session of the General Assembly devoted to questions
of disarmament, the decision to convene which was taken by the Assembly at its
thirty-first session, it could, in the opinion of the Byelorussian SSR constitute
en intermediate stage on the path towards a world disarmament conference.

The Byelorussiaﬁ SSR considers that a most important task facing the special

session is that of determining the further steps to be taken toward Phe pract?cal
preparation and holding of a world disarmement conference at the earliest possible
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time. Its results should help to facilitate consideration of the problem of

disarmament at the world disarmament conference,. in which all States would g
participate. (A/AC.187/4) :

We also note with considerable satisfaction the recommendation of the :E
Preparatory Committee which attaches particular importance to conveging & world iﬂ
disarmament conference, as well as to international machinery for disarmament «w

negotiations. (4/C.1/32/PV.11)

China

Under the aforesaid circumstances, is it not clear that in advocating the turning
of the special United Nations session on disarmament next year into an "interim" or .
"intermediate phase” for the "world disarmament conference", the purpose of the |
Soviet Union is to bring this special session into its own orbit and mske this session
a part of its fraud of sham détente and sham disarmament? (A/C.1/32/PV.10) ]

)
h

|

Cube,

Given the existence of conditions favourable to the achievement of practical
results with regard to general and complete disarmament, the special session should
prepare the way for the holding of a world disarmament conference, as called for in
the resolution on disarmament adopted at the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-aligned Countries held at Colombo.

The special session could make a valuable and vital contribution to the convening
of a world conference on disarmsment which could lead to Joint efforts and common M

approaches to a question of concern to all mankind. .
s

In keeping with this position, the Government of the Republic of Cuba has b
consistently supported, within the framework of the world forum of the United Nations 8
.proposals designed to achieve general and complete disarmament, such as: total 0

prohibition of nuclear tests; prohibition of chemical and bacteriological weapons and
of the development of new types of weapons of mass destruction; prohibition of the use
of the emviromment for military purposes; and the convening of a world disarmament ‘
conference, the preparatory framework for which should be the special session of the he
General Assembly, as decided by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session. L
(A/AC.187/50) ?
I
His Government attached the greatest importance to the prompt convening of the M
.world disarmament conference, which had heen consistently advocated by the non-—alignedu
countries since their first summit conference held in 1961 in Belgrade. The conferenc
with the participation of all States, could examine the agenda in proper perspective,
giving due attention to all the factors involved. His delegation therefore felt that
the world disarmament conference should be given high priority as a separate item on

the agenda of the special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. i
However, the special session should not be regarded as a substitute for the world o
conference but should rather be & gateway leading to its early convocation. i
(A/AC.187/8R.13)

Thus the special session should represent a definite step forward towards the t

holding of a world conference on disarmament. (A/C.1/32/PV.23) i
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Cyprus

It is therefore suggested that in the special session there should be a new
and more realistic epproach of the problem of disarmameat by the initiation of
parallel efforts on the subjects interconnected with disarmament, already mentioned,
namely: international security, peaceful settlement of disputes and economic"
development. Committees on these subjects may be set up as appropriate.

(a) Review and appraisal of the present international situation in the light of
the stagnation in the field of disarmament, the continuing arms race and
close interrelationship between disarmament, international peace and security
and econcomic development

(b) Adoption of a Declaration of Pr:mc:.ples on Disarmament in the light of the
above

(¢) Adoption of a Programme of Action on Disarmament
(@) Review of the role of the United Fations in disarmament and its interrelation
with international security and peaceful settlement of disputes and of

disarmament mechanisms, including the question of convening a World Disermament
Conference. (A/AC.187/18)

Czechoslovakia

"The convening of the special session was fully in keeping with the preparations
for the world disarmament conference and would represent an important stage on the
road towards its realization. That position did not conflict with the views expressed
regarding the possibility of holding repeated special sessions on disarmament or with
the emphasis placed on the need to prepare for the world disarmament conference, which
his Government regarded as the only universal platform having the necessary authority
to adopt concrete, effective disarmsment measures." (A/AC.18T/SR.11)

The special session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament
should constitute an important stage in the preparations for com::ning the conference.
Czechoslovakia therefore reaffirms its full support of the proposal made by the
non-aligned countries at their 1976 summit conference in Colombo that the question of
a world dissrmament conference should be placed on the agenda of the special session
of the General Assembly. The special session should formilate specific measures for
the practical preparation and coaduct of the world disarmament conference 2t the
earliest possible time. (A/AC.187/13)

"His Government felt that the agenda for the special session should include
items on the preparations for the world disarmament conference, on the role of the
United Nations in the field of disarmament and on the adoption of a declaration on
disarmament. The declaration should set forth basic guidelines on disarmament, tbe
principle of the universality of negotiations, and priorities and guidelines for
disarmament negotiations." (A/AC.187/SR.11)

Some progress had been achieved at the third session of the Preparatory Committee

for the Special Session and preparations for the special session were beginning to
take concrete shape, although the drafting of the main documents was an important task
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Por the next session of the Preparatory Committee. The convening of the speciel
session was the reault of efforts on the part of the non-aligned countries and should
congtitute & major step towards convening a world disarmament conference, wkieh would
lay a firm foundation for diasrmament on the broadest possible basis and under strict
international control. His delegation therefore wished to reiterate its appreciation
for the highly constructive approach of the non-aligned countries in seeking a
solution of those most pressing and aiffiecult problems of current internationsl
relaticas, If all Stater Members of the United Nations, and especially all the
huclear Powers, took a responsible approach, the special session could become a
vatershed in the long history of disarmament negotiations and would provide an impetus
for greater efforts by the progressive forces of the world, which were becoming
increasingly aware of the terrible threst posed to the whole of mankind by the
continued arms race.

It should, however, be emphasized that the special session must be understood
1o be only an intermediate stage; the main goal must remain the convening of a world
disarmament conference. World developments since the last Genersl Assembly had
again proved the urgent neceasity of convening such a conference. Thare were
poverful circles which atill believed that complex international nrobiems could be
so0lved, not by patience and rationally conducted negotiations, but %y upsetting the
balance of Pforces in the world and developing still more destructive weapons.

{AJAC.187/SR.39)

Sgypt

The Preparatory Committee should submit a report on the efficiency of existing
disarmament machinery. The Egyptian Government is of the view that it is important
0 waintain the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference since this
Committee has covered significant ground in considering relevant topies, solving a
numder of issues, and reaching some conclusions. (A/AC.28T/61)

)i
We delieve that the special session will be followed by periodic sessions of tha

General dssembly to review progress enunciated at the special session, leading
Wiimately o a meaningful world disarmament conference. (A/C.1/32/FV.2)4)

-

Finisna
»++ the Government of Finland considers that the task of the special smession is

= %o make a comprehensive survey of current disarmament issues,

- %o ouiline the wzinciples for action that the new challenges and

circumstances call for,
- to 23cpt guidelines of sction for reaching tangible results in disarmament
negotiations. :
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| In this context it is to be noted that the General Assembly has for more than
six yeara stiriven to pave the way for convening of a world disarmament conference.
The Finnish Government has given its backing to convening such a conference and-
supported efforts to this effect. In the view of the Finnish Governmant the special

f session devoted to disarmsment could contribute to the attainment of this goal.
(A/AC.187/21)

The question of convening a world disarmament conference had been raised in most
f considerations related to the special session on disarmament. His Government thought
that there was ample reason for it; both would aim at focusing the attention of the
y world community on the problem of disarmament in its entirety. The Finnish Government,
f like the majority of the Members of the Unitsd Nations, was coomitted to the idea of
§ & world conference on disarmament. Therefore, it was logical to expect that that would
& be reflected in the proceedings of the special session. (A/AC.18T/SR.T)

4 The holding of a special of the United Nations General Assembly Devoted to

. Disarmement, the main objectives of which would de to define the general principles
applicable in the matter of disarmament, to determine the main foci of efforts in that
regard and to enhance the effectiveness of the existing negotiating machinery, does
not in any way lessen interest of France in the convening of a world disarmament
conference. It is hoped that the necessary prerequisites for such a gathering - in

farti7ug?r. endorsement by all the nuclear Powers - can be met in the near future.
A/32/2

© German Democratic Republic

E The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has proposed that the problems of

| disarmament should be discussed in their entire 8cope at a world disarmament conference.

4 This idea has met with world-wide approval. The United Rations has supported it in

1 several resolutions. The German Democratic Republic ig convinced that such a worid
forum, if vested with the necessary powers, would have the authority and the potential
to achieve a real break~-through in the negotiations on disarmament and to move closer
to the ultimate goal of general and complete disarmament. .

= The holding of & Urited Nations special session devoted to disarmament, as decided
; by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session, would be an important stage on the
! road to such a worid conference. The special session should, in our opinion, give
priority to the task of working out measures for the substantive and crganizational
Preperation and the holding of the World Disarmament Conference. (A/32/62) ’
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The resoluticn on the World Disarmament Conference had been adopted in 1971 and
had been confirmed at sll subssquent seaaions of the General Assembly. A Vorld
Disarmament Conference, with the participation of all States, would be a proper
representative forum in vhich broad measures for disarmament could be discussed. The
Government of the German Democratic Republic believed that such a conference would
heve the nacessary authority to achieve rsal progress on the question of disarmament,
A session of the General Assembly, or & special session, could not replace a world
conference. In the view of the German Democratic Republic, the link between a
special session devoted to disarmsmext and the World Disarmament Conference was
that the special session could and should be mede an important step in the process
of convening a World Disarmament Conference. That position was in keeping with the
Colombo Declaration, and he regretted the attempts which had been made to ignore
* the besic document of the Colombo Conference on so important a question.

(A/AC.18T/SR.8)

Ny deiegstion wishes once agsin to draw attention to the nead for the special
session to make a decisive contribution to an improvement of conditions for the
convening of a world disarmement conference. This would be in keeping with the
wvishes of the overwhelming majority of Member States. Such & conference could
take some fundamental decisions on disarmament questions as well as measures 1o g
implement specific agreements orn disarmament. On this basis my delegation supporte |
the proposal that the Special Committee for the World Disarmament Conference should |
?r'elsent a report on all aspects of the convening of a world disarmament conference. ;

A

C.1/32/PV.1k)

Agreement had still not been reached on the convening of a world disarmament
conference, which could be of great value in promoting the ceuse of disarmament.
His Gelegation hoped that the special sessisn would meke significant progress
tovards the convening of such a conference. (A/AC.18T/SR.18)
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Hungary

& Starting from the consideration that each and every country is most directly
affected by and interested in the halting of the arms race, the Hungarian Government

' deems it necessary for the problems of disarmament to be discussed in a comprehensive
imanner and on the widest scale. The most appropriate forum for such a discussion,

fwhlch would make participation by all States and peoples of the world possible, could be
a world disarmsment conference where States would be enabled to put forth their views

on the current situation and on the measures to be adopted in the interest of disarmament.
Having thus learned better the views and pos1t16ns of each other, they would be able to
define the most essential characteristics of the road leading t6 general and complete
disarmement, and to outline a realistic long-term programme of practical action. A world
disarmament conference could in this way give great impetus to starting the elaboration
of the most urgent measures, and helping to make the existing results more solid and
truly universal.

Such a reelistic approach characterizes the proposal put forward in 1971 by the
Government of the Soviet Union, which has been and continues to be supported by the
majority of the countries of the world. The Government of the Hungarian People's
Republic has from the outset come out in favour of convening a world disarmement
conference at the earliest possible date and invariably seeks to promote initial steps
for the preparation of & world conference. It is a deplorsble contradiction of our age
thet certain Powers may block the convening of a world conference in defiance of the
peoples' aspirations for peace and of the vast majority of States. Given as such the
situation, the Hungarian Government ragards the convening of the special session of
the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament as a useful step towards,
as a stage on the road of preparations for, a world dissrmement conference, and is
lending its support to it accordingly.

The special session of the General Assembly and the world disarmament conference
are forums that are not mutually exclusive but are organically interrelated. This
realization is similarly reflected, in a manner scceptable also to the Hungarien Goverpment,
by the political declaration and the resclution on disarmament adopted by the Summit
Conference of Non-aligned States held in Colombo lsst year. Member States of the United
Mations were also led by this consideration when, in a resolution unanimously adopted at
the thlrty-flrst session of the General Assembly, they decided to convene the speciel
sesgion for May/June 1978.

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic believes that the special session
of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmesment will, if prepared aad
held in such a spirit, create favourable conditions and an appropriate atmosphere for
the participating countries to devote all their attention and all their efforts to the
elaboration of effective and realistic measures designed to end the arms race and
enhance disarmament, and to promote the preparatlon and convening of a world disarmasment
conference. (A/AC.187/6)

Hungary was convinced that the eliminetion of the arms race required the common
effort of all States, and considered that the best framework for that was a World
Disarmement Conference. Some maintained that the holding of that Conference would not
be a realistic solution because of the opposition of certain Powers. Recent histor; has
provided many examples of the achievement of goals wi:ich had seemed unrealistic a few
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years earlier. When a number of countries proposed holding a European Conference on
Security and Co-operation, for some the propdsal had also seemed to be unrealistic;
later, however, it was pPossible to hold the conference. It should be pointed out
that the political climate in Europe had improvead considerably in recent times and
that any progress achieved in the field of disarmament would surely accelerate the
process of détente. The World Disarmament Conference would be a new approach in
international disarmament negotiations, and Hungary considered it very important that
the special sessicn should devote due attention to it and include it as a separate
item in the agenda. (A/AC.187/SR.T)

The representative of Hungary observed that a number of circumstances had changed
since the end of the Ad Hoe Committee's 1976 session. At its thirty-first session,
the General Assembly had decided by consensus to convene a special session devoted to
disarmament in the conviction that every effort must be made to mobilize the potential
of the international community to promote disarmament and that such a session would be
a major step towards the final goal of general and complete disarmsment. The special
session - and, indeed, any disarmament action - eould be successful only if it was
thoroughly prepared and if participants were fully informed of each other's views. The
special session should contribute to that process. The session should not be regarded as
a substitute for the world disarmament conference, for both gatherings would be major
landmarks in the digarmament process. The work of the Ad Hoc Committee and that of the
Preparatory Committee for the Special Session must be complementary, for with mutual
co-operation the special session could help to ensure that the aims of the world
disarmament conference were achieved. The conference was the best framework within which
to unite the international community in the fight for disarmament. (A/AC.167/SR.37)

The special session of the General Assembly devoted tonisarmament and the world

'disarmament conference were not mutually exclusive, but complementary. If the work of

the special session was successful, it would create better conditions for holiing

a world disarmament conference. It was therefore essential for the A4 Hoe Committee
to continue its work and for the General Assembly to extend its mandate. There was
general agreement that the special session should continue with the task of convening
a world disarmament conference, and paragraph 18 of the progress report of the
Preparatory Committee to the General Assembly recommended that the Ad Hoc Committee
should be asked to submit & special report to the special session on the state of its
work. He was in agreement with those who wished the report of the Ad Hoc Committee to
contain the views of States possessing nuclear weapons, as requested by General Assembly
resolution 31/190, as well as appropriate references to the observations made by
Governments since the last report of the Committee. (A/AC.167/SR.39)

With regard to the second part of my statement on the convening of a worla

. disarmament conference, the Hungarian People's Republic is still convinced of the

advisability and necessity of holding such a conference. As my delegation has had

| occasion to state at the meetings of both the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament

Conference and the Preparatory Committee for the special session of the General Assembly,
it is our conviction that these two forums do not exclude each other, but, on the
contrary, are mutually complementary and organically interrelated. We expect, among
other things, {lac the special session will contribute greatly to the improvement of

the international atmosphere, which in turn will make it possible for States to get

down to implementing the principles and the programme of action to be adopted by the

- special session. With the necessary conditions prevailing, the world disarmament

conference would be a suitable forum for working out effective measures to curb the
arms race.
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A large number of countries support convening & world disarmament conference,
as has also become clear from the general debate at the current session of the
General Assembly. We are sure that the special session, toc, will devote great
attention to the question of convening the world disarmament conference in view of
its importance, all the more so since this issue is a specific item on the agenda
of that session. All this points to the need to extend the mandate of thé Ad ‘Hoe
Committee on the World Disarmament Conference.

Another point worth mentioning is the proposal contained in the report of the
Preparatory Committee that the General Assembly should request the Ad Hoc Committec
to prepare a report on its work and deliberations for the special session. Evideatly
the roie of the Ad Hoc Committee cannot be restricted to preparing and submitting '
such a report since in the discussion of this item at the specisl session a number
of comments end suggestions are expected to be made in connexion with the world
disarmament conference, which should be studied, analysed and reported upon to the
thirty-third session of the General Assembly. Also to be taken into account is the
unique feature of the Committee, namely, that it is the only disarmament forum
gaintaining formal contact with all the five nuclear Powers. (A/C.1/32/PV.2L)

We expect the specisl session to agree on definite measures designed to promote
the early convening and successful outcome of a world disarmament conference.
(a/32/PV.2h) '

India

The Fifth Sumnit Conference of Non-aligned Countries, held at Colombo from
16 to 19 August 1976, reiterated the call for & special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmement and made the following specific suggestions in this regard in
its declaration and resolution on disarmament:

®The Conference reiterated the urgent need to adopt effective measures leading
to the convening of a World Disarmasment Conference.

"The Conference also recommended, in the meantime, that members of the
non-aligned movemernt request the holding of a special session of tkhe General
Assembly as early as possible and not later than 1978. The agenda of the
special session should imclude:

8. ' & review of the proble of disarmament;

b. the prowotion and elaboration of a programme of priorities and
recommendations in the field of disarmament; and

¢. the question of convening a World Disarmament Conference."

The Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Kon-sligned
Countries held in New Delhi from T to 11 April 1977, issued the following commniqué
regarding the sgenda and cther related matters pertaining to the holding of a special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament:

"The Bureau expressed the hope thet the special session of the United

Hations General Assembly devoted to disarmament scheduled to be held in
May-June 1978, at the initiative of the Ron-Aligned States, would enable a
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comprekensive review of the problem of disarmament and resuit in effective
measures aimed in particular at halting the nuclear arms race and promoting
nuclear disarmament in the first place and the process of general disarmament.
In pursuance of the decisions adopted and the priorities eastablished at the
Colombo Conference, the Bureau recommends that the special session of the
General Assembly should inter alia consider the adoption of & declaration of
principles and a programme of concrete measures on disarmsment as well as
review the role of the United Nations in disarmament in terms of the United
Nations Charter and the question of convening a world disarmement conference.
The Bureau further considers that non-eligned countries including those who
are members of ‘the Preparatory Committee should act together in achieving the
above-mentioned goals." (A/AC.18T/4T)

The special session should deal with nuclear disarmament as a matter of high priority
rather than attempt to find answers to all questions. The special session might not
be able to do more than stimulate acticn in certain positive directions. Depending
on its outcome, it might become necessary to hold a series of such special sessions
culminating in & world disarmament conferenc:. (A/AC.187/SR.9)

Ixfa.n

The delegates to the special session could not fail to be aware of the work done
by CCD and the Ad Hoc Committee. It would therefore be wiser to maintein the present
wording of item 6 and ask for reports to be submitted by CCD and the Ad Hoc Committee
s part of the documentation for the speciasl session. With reference to the
observations made by the representative of Poland, he wished to point out that most
of the members of the Conference of the Compittee on Disarmament were present. as :
members of the Preparatory Committee and that a decision could therefore be taken on ‘
its behalf by the Preparatory Committee. (A/AC.187/SR.15)

Italy

The Italian Government has duly considered, in this same spirit of cpen-mindedness, ;
the proposal to convene a world disarmament conference, ever since its introductica, and -’1
my delegation has actively participated in the woerk of the Ad Hoe Committee, especislly |
as a member of its Working Group. We feel that the topics which could be discussed

at such a conference are strictly related to the results of the special session on
disarmament of the General Assembly and that, therefore, a world disarmsment confererce
should be appropriately preceded by an equally adequate preparation benefiting from
the outcome of the special session. We feel at the same time that the full participation
of the main military Powers, and rarticularly of all the nuclear-weapon Powers, should
be ensured in order to make it a significant evemnt. (A/C.1/32/PV.9)

Jamaica

A concerted multilateral effort at the special session will thus pave the way for
further intensive negotiations at a world disarmament conference which should be convenedl
in the near future. (A/C.17/32/PV.18) '
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Libyan Arab Jamshiriya

The Socialist Pecple's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya realizes that the field of
disarmament is very cozplex and extensive and therefore considers thet the special.
sesaion of the General Assembly devoted to disarmsment must be carefully prepared, if
it is to achieve the desired results. Otherwise there is & risk that the special
session may be serely a repetition of the work of the First Committce of the General
Assembly, though at a higher level of representation. In this context, the special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disermament may wish to consider the
convening of a world disarmeament conference to further parsue and follow up on its
objectives of achieving world disarmament under international control and thereby
ensuring internaiional security. {A/AC.187/66)

Luzembourg

As for the topics for discussion, the Government of Luxembourg wizhes to meke
the following observations:

1. Equal importance should be attached to the prohibition of weapons of mass
dastruction and to the control of conventional armaments.

2. One of the principal long-term objectives should be the total cessation of nuclear
tests. Luxembourg could support any proposel likely to bring about progress in the
dsbate among the nuclcsar Powers,

3. The Govermment cf Luxembourg remains attached to the objective of the
non-proliferaticn of nuclear weapons. The Treaty on Non-Proliferaton mt remain the
basic instrument for the atteinment of that objective.

L, A World Disaermament Conference could be envisaged during the special session,
provided that principal nuclear States agree to participate in it. (A/AC.187/39)

Meuritius

Mauritius, sz you know, has heen a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Indien Ocean since 1972 and as such has been consistently t ying to emnsure tkhat the
Indian Ocean becomes, in reality, a zomz of peace. We have been calling on the great
Powers to refrsin from increasing their military pressnce in the Indian Ocean, and now,
after consultations with the great Powers and the major maritime users of the Indian
Ocean; the Committee believes that the time is ripe for a conference on the Indian (cean
vith the participation of all the littorsl and hinterland States f the Indiar UGeeun.

This conference will complement the efforts pursued by the World Disarmameit
Conference in the creation of zonez of peace, in the dismantling of all fore;gn bases
end in achieving 'cmplgt,g disarmament. Attaimment of these o‘bjectives ﬁill qventually
lead to the strengthening of international security. All these issues are
interrelated. (A/32/PV.8) ‘ |
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Mexdco

In the light of the situstion created by the unwillingness of the nuclear-
weapon States to adopt genuine disarmament measures of any kind, it has become clear
in the past decade that the United Nations machinery for disarmament is grossly
ineffective, especially in enabling all the world's peoples - which, as the
General Assembly has stated in numerous resolutions, have a vital interest in the
success of disarmament negotiations - to make an effective contribution in this
field which is of such importance to them, since, in the final analysis, it is their
own survival that may be at stake, :

The General Assembly, to be sure, meets each year. However, as has previously
been pointed out, its agenda is always crowded with items relating to a wide
variety of issues. Since the agenda items relating to disarmament are engulfed by
more than 100 other items, .their importance naturally cannot be correctly
appreciated and it is impossible for them to receive the consideration which they
merit within the First Committee. After four or five weeks of hurried debate, in
vhich, in order to save time, the items are considered together and not separately,
the Assembly is reduced to approving a series of somewhat routine resolutions,
much like those adopted in previous years, almost every one of which, despite their
tone of deep concern, justifiable alarm or serious urgency, are treated with inertis
resignation or neglect in the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament.

For this reason, the non-aligned countries have, for the past five years, been
seeking to bring about the cohvening of a World Disarmament Conference, whose main
objective, as stated at the outset, would be to foster the chances of effective
action by the United Nations in this most important area by supplementing the
existing international machinery with a body having universal membership which
should meet every three or four years and which, without lessening the supremacy
of the Assembly, to which it would be subordinate, would play a role in disarmement
analogous to the role the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) plays in economic and social affairs.

The Government of Mexico remains convinced that the institutionalization of a
World Disarmament Conference, open to participation by all States without exception
and meeting for two or three months every three or four years, as indicated above,
would -~ as the Government of Mexico stated five years ago -~ serve to fill an
obvious void and provide inestimable essistance to the Assembly in adequately
fulfilling its responsibilities., The Conference would be given responsibility, .
incer alia, for carefully assessing the implementation of General Assembly
resolutions, evaluating objectively the progress made in the field of disarmament,
comparing the development of weapons with the progress of disarmament and teking
the decisions it deems necessary in the light of its work.

In view of the impossibility of achieving any progress in the Ad Hoc Committee
on the World Disarmament Conference, Mexico has for several years endorsed the
idea of holding a special session of the General Assenbly, and on 30 October 1975
it expressed the view that if in 1976 it should not be possible to make genuine
progress towards the convening of a World Disarmament Conference, it would be
necessary for the Assembly at its thirty-first regular session to decide to convene
& special session for the purpose of considering, among other urgent disarmament
questions, the question of convening the proposed World Conference.

In the Political Declaration adopted by the Colombo Summit Conference held in
August 1976 the non-aligned countries recommended the convening of a special

session "as early as possible and not later than 1978". 1In the same section of the
Declaratlon they also recommended that the agenda of the special session should
include "a review of the problem of disarmament”, "the promotion and elaboration of

& programme of priorities and recommendations in the field of disarmament" and
"the question of convening a World Disarmament Conference'.

In approving resolution 31/189 B on 21 December 1976, the General Assembly
endorsed the recommendation of the non-aligned countries. (A/AC.187/34)
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The working paper submitted by the non-aligned countries had the advantage of
clearly and concisely defining both the subject-matter and the fundamental purpose
of the special session. In his view, that purpose was twofold. On the one hand,
the aim was to conduct a debate on disarmament with the participation of all States

embers of the United Nations and with the breadth, depth and high level of
presentation that the subject deserved. The purpose of the debate would be to
‘review and appraise the present international situation in light of the urgent need
to achieve substantial progress in the field of disarmament, the continuation of the
arms race and the close interrelationship between disarmament, international peace
-and security, and economic development, and the role of the United Nations in
- disarmament and of the international machinery for negotiations on disermament,
. including the question of convening a World Disarmament Conference, sccording to the
| draft agenda submitted by the non-aligned countries (A/AC.187/43) and slightly
 wdified during informal talks. (A/AC.187/SR.9)

The debate must not be reduced to an academic exercise; that was why express
reference was made to the adoption of two instruments that would include all the ,

- conclusions of the preparatory studies and the deliberations of the Assembly, aveiding
unnecessary fragmentation. Those instruments would be a declaration on disarmament

- and & programme of action on disarmament.

7 In that context, unnecessary fragmentation should be avoided and an effort should
' be made to ensure that all the conclusions and provisions were contained in the two
. aforementioned documents. Thus, the declaration on disarmsment would spell out all
. the most relevant and significant principles on the subject, such as the following:
all peoples of the world had a vital interest in the success of disarmament
negotiations; general and complete disarmament under effective international control
| should be the ultimate goal of mankind; gradusl progress towards that goal required

the conclusion of partial agreement on genuine disarmament measures; the gradual
reduction of nuclear weapons leading to their total elimination should be given the
highest priority among such measures; the reduction and elimination of other weapons
of mass destruction should also be given high priority; the international transfer of
conventional weapons should be restricted and regulated; international verification
vas essential to many disarmament measures and the use of a combination of various
- verification methods provided the best guarantees; the declaration of nuclear-weapon-
free zones and zones of peace was one of the most effective means of disarmament
svallable to all non-nuclear-weapon States; nuclear-weapon States should faithfully
comply with their obligations, as set forth in the definition approved by the General
 Assembly, towards nuclear-weapon-free zones and the States belpnging to those zones; the
reduction of the military-budgets of the permanent members of the Security Council
and of other militarily important States would be a commendsble disarmament measure;
although there was a close relationship between disarmament and international peace
and security, on the one hand, and disarmament and development on the other, progress
in one of those areas should not be conditional upon progress in the other; the
growving arms race and the resulting waste of resources vere incompatible with the
decisions of the United Nations aimed at establishing a new international economic
order based on justice and equity; a considerable portion of the resources released
by the adoption of disarmament measures should be devoted primarily to promoting the
economic and social development of the developing countries; in accordance with the
Charter and with countless Geperal Assembly resolutions, the United Nations had a vital
role and responsibility in the field of disarmament and it should therefore keep abreast
of all measures taken in the field of disarmament, whether they be unilateral, bilateral,
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regional or multilateral; the United Nations machinery for deliberations should be
strengthened by the institutionalization of a World Disarmament Conference on terms
acceptable to all Member States; the appropriate changes should be made in the
organization and procedures of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament in orde;
to allow China and France to participate in its work; world public opinion should be
sdequately informed of the progress of work in the field of disarmament, in order
that it might use its influence to intensify efforts to achieve positive results;
non-governmental organizations recognized by the United Nations should have all the
documentation they needed to carry out their complementary work effectively. A
similar description, though much more extensive and detailed, could be made of the
possible contents of the programme of action. (A/AC.18T/SR.9)

The deliberative machinery of the United Nations should be reinforced through
the institutionalization of & world disarmament conference on terms acceptable for
all Member States. (A/AC.187/56)

Another item required in the programme to co-ordinate disarmament activities was
e recommendation that an ad hoc body, established by the General Assembly for the
purpose, on the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, after having undergone
the alterations required to permit the participation of France and China, should be
asked to prepare a comprehensive and exhaustive disarmament programme. That
progremme would cover all the necessary measures to achieve what should continue to
be the final goal of all disarmament negotiations, namely general and complete
disarmament under effective international control. (A/AC.187/SR.16/Rev.l)

_ Mongolia

The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic believes that the apecial
session of the General Assembly should concentrate its attention on the search for
practical, rational ways and effective means of solving disarmament problems, thus
preparing the way for the holding of a world disarmament conference, the convening
of whieh is supported by an overwhelming majority of States. It also believes that
the special session should help to enhance further the role and effectiveness of
proven forums for disarmement negotiations such as the Conference of the Committee

on Disarmament. (A/AC,187/16)

The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic believes that the agendsa of
the speciel session should be drawn up in such a way as to enable all participating
States to set forth and compare their views on major disarmement questions and
contribute to the task of devising ways and means both of achievinz tangible results
in the disarmament field through the adoption of partial and subsidiary measures
and of attaining the ultimate goal, namely, general and complete disarmement. In
this connexion, it supports the recommendation udopted at the Fifth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in August 1976 at
Colombo, to the effect that "the agenda of the special session should include a
review of the problem of disarmament, the promotion and elaboration of a programme
of priorities and recommendations in the field of disarmament, and the question of
convening a world disarmament conference'. This recommendation of the Conference.
of on-Aligned Countries was, of course, taken into account by the General Assembly
in its resolution 31/109 B. (A/AC.187 lﬁ)
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The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic believes that the special ]
session of the General Assembly should concentrate its attention on the search for i

practical, retional ways and effective means of solving disarmement problems, thus
preparing the way for the holding of a world disarmament conference, the convening
of which is supported by an overwhelmlng majority of States, It also believes that
‘the special session should help to enhance further the role and effectiveness of
proven forums for disermament negotiations such as the Conference of the Committee
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The Covernment of the Mongolian People's Republic believes that the agenda of
the special session should be drawn up in such a way a8 to enable 8ll participating R
States to set forth and compare their views on major disarmament questions and i
contribute to the task of devising ways and means both of achieving tangible results
in the disarmament field through the adoption of partial and subsidiary measures : %
and of attaining the ultimate goal, namely, general and complete disarmament. In
this connexion, it supports the recommendation wdopted at the Fifth Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in -August 1976 at B
Colombo, to the effect that "the agende of the special session should include a M
review of the problem of disarmament, the promotion and elaboration of a programme ;
of priorities and recommendetions in the field of disarmament, and the question of b
convening a world disarmament conference”., This recommendation of the Conference.
pof llon-Aligned Countries was, of course, taken into account by the General Assembly
in its resolution 31/189 B. (A/AC, 16)
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The Mongolian People's Republic takes the view that the question of p?eparing
for a world conference should be a separate item in the agenda of the speczal.
session. We consider it completely logical that the special session should discuss
the question of convening a world disarmament conference and-adopt a specific
decision on the holding of the conference. (A/AC.187/16)

The problen o} disarmament was connected wi?h.econ??ic and social defelopment,
particularly in developing countries, The question of ulsarmamen? was a hcfld
problem affecting all States without distinction, and the appropriate solutions to
that problem could only be adopted within the context of a wor%d d1sargament ad
conference, which,would constitute a suitable forum, The.spec1al session sho
discuss the convening of such a conference ss a separate item,

In its reply to the Secretary-General his Governuent Ead expressed support for
the recormendation adopted at the Fifth Conference of .the Leads of State ?r
Government of Non-Alimed Countries, held in Ausust 1976 gt Colombo, to tae.effEct
that the agenda of the special session should incluce on item on the convenin:: gf
& world disarmament conference., I¢ was to be.hoped.that t!;at refé:m}nseéxdg tion woild
be duly reflected in the agenda of the special session, (a/AC.187/sR.

His delegation attached great importance to the Ad Hoe Committee, which had
a.ceady done much useful work, In accordance with General Assembly resolution
31/190, it must maintain close contact with the representatives of States Possessing
nuclear weapons and consider any comments submitted to it. Accordingly, his
delegation supported the Soviet proposal that the Committee, when reporting to the
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, should Tecommend the inclusion of the
question of convening a world disarmament conference on the agenda of the special
Session as a separate item and that the General Assembly should entrust the

Committee with breparing a report o: .hat item. (A/AC.187/SR.37)

Morocco

The s?ecial session should, in our opinion, represent a fundamental stage
for go?ven%ng & vorld disarmament conference based cn equality and the
participation of ell nuclear States. This would be & solemn conference able
to draft a truly global strategy for disarmament. (A/C.1/32/PV.15)

Mozambigue
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Nepal

I believe that the special session of the United Nations General Assembly
on disarmament will definitely prove a catalyst for the convening of a world
disarmament conference if it addresses itself not only to the question of the
nuclear race, but also the problem of every-day skirmishes. (A/C.1/32/PV.8)

Pakistan

We do nct expect that the special session will resolve all or even most of
the complex and diverse problems in the field of general and complete disarmement.
Further international ‘efforts, including a world disarmament conference, nay be
necessary to accelerate progress in this field. However, the desirability of a
world disarmament conference can be judged after the results of the special session
are known and evaluated. (A/C.1/32/PV.1T)

Panama

His delegation reiterated its support for the proposal of the Colombo
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries calling for
the convening of a world disarmement conference or a special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament; it supported, in general, all measures
favouring the holding of the special session, which should make an important
contribution to the achievement of general and complete disarmament under
effective “‘nternational control. At the special session, the General Assembly
would have to take decisions on such concrete steps as convening a world disarmament
conference and demanding that the great Powers destroy their nuclear arsenals under
safe and responsible international control. (A/AC.187/SR.13)

Poland

"In the view of the Government of the Polish People's Republic, the
agenda of the special session should be based on the proposal contained in the
Political Declaration of the Fifth Conference of Hesds of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries in Colombo. At this stage, the Government of Poland wishes
to meke the following preliminary comments on the subject:

Regarding item 3 of the proposed agenda: the question of convening a
World Dizarmament Conference. Poland is of the view that the special session
should decide on the date of the convening of the conference and adopt
recommendations as to its substantive terms of reference." (A/AC.187/12)

The Government of Polei.l had supported the idea of holding & special General
Assembly session devoted to disarmament’, because it was an incentive for mobilizing
the efforts of Governments towards more meaningful disarmament measures. In that
connexion there was a direct relationship between. the special session and the world
disarmament conference, the idea of which had originated with the non-aligned
countries and had subsequently been proposed in the General Assembly by the
Soviet Union. In view of those considerations the agenda for the special session
should include: (1) a general debate on disarmament; (2) preparations for the
holding of a world disarmament conference; (3) the function of United Nations in the
field of disarmament; and (4) the adoption of the final document or documents.”

(A/AC.187/3R.5)
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Item 12 of the draft agenda made specific menticn of a world disarmament
conference. and it would be logical and pertinen: for the Ad Hoc Committee, as
a competent General Assembly organ, to submit & report containing proposals on
all relevant aspects of the convening of such a conference. In reply to a
question by the Chairman, he added that he was not proposing a separate item on
the subject for the special session but was suggesting that a report of the .
Ad Hoc Committee should be included in the review. If the Preparatory Committee
took a decision to approach the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, it
should treat the Ad Hoc Committee in a similar manner. (A/AC.187/SR.15)

It believed, however, that in order to achieve a real breakthrough towards
general snd complete disarmament it was essential to conv-ie a world disarmsment
conference. The special session should therefore include in its programme of
action a decision to convene such a conference on a specific and not too distant
date. The General Assembly should request the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Iisarmament Conference, as the competent Assembly organ, to submit a report to the
special session containing observations and proposals on all aspects of the
convening of a conference. It was gratifying that the Preparatory Committee had
reacied a consensus to that effect. (A/AC.187/SR.18)

The idea of convening a world disarmament conference had gained ground over
the years, in spite of obsiruction end delaying tactics, and had been given
further impetus by the decision to hold a special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, which would help to ensure that adequate preparations were
made for the conference. (A/AC.167/SR.37)

The representative of Pcland ncted with satisfaction that only in recent days
the leaders of Polund and Iran had reiterated in their joint communiqué that the
forthcoming special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament should
be a significant step along the roed to convening a world disarmament conference.
He stressed that, thanks to the persistent efforts of numerous States, including
those of the socialist community, the idea of a special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmement and that of a world disarmament conference had
become closely associated. While the proposal for a conference had contributed to
the decision to hold a special session, the special session would in turn be a
major preparatory stage for the conlerence. (A/AC.167/SR.38)

A3 a member of the Preparatory Committee of the Special Session of the
Ceuerel Assembly on Disarmament we are trying to ensure that it will be an
important astage in the work for disarmement and will -at the same time lead to
the convening of a world conference on disarmament. (a/32/PV.12, p. 32)

Obviously, the preparations for the special session do not in any way lessen
our profound interest in the early convocation of a world disarmament conference --
the most universal and authoritative disermement forum. We feel that the specisl
gession should sdopt a decision on the convening of such a conference on a
specific, not too distant date. (A/C.1/32/PV.9)
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Spain

In the view of the_Spenish Government, the topics to be diéeussed by the
ngecial Session of th§7 Gensral Assembly should include the fcllowing priority
questions: : '

L X X J N

The possibility of initiating multilateral negotistions with & view %c
preparing a treaty on general and complete disarmament under effective international
control, and the continuation of efforts aimed at meking it possible to convene a
World Disarmsment Conference. (A/AC.187/9)

Sri Lanka

In proposing the convening of a special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, the Fifth Conference of Heads of State or GCovernment of"
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Colombo, had referred to three main subjeets which
should be dealt with at that session, namely, the problem of disarmament, the
drawing up of a set of priorities and recormendations, and the convening of a
world disarmament conference as part of the internaticnal machinery of negotiations
on that subject. 1In conclusion, he stated that the Group of Non-Aligned Countries
was alwvays prepared to hold consultations with other States or groups of States
belonging to the Committee and hoped that through such consultations it would be
possible to reach a consensus on the agende with a view to avoiding lengthy
debates whick would take up the limited time available to the Committee.
(A/AC.187/5::.5) ' |

(on behalf of the non-aligned countries) o
The speclal session should also consi<er the question of convening a WIC.

{A/AC.287/55)
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weden

Her Government felt that the success of the special session could be ensured
only through effective follow-up action on the decisions and recommendations
adopted at the session. In that connexion, the United Nations Centre for
Disarmament should be given an increased opportunity to carry out studies and
information activities in the disarmament field. With regard to the possibility
of convening & world disarmament conference, her CGovernment had concluded that
the prospects “for convening such a conference with the participation of'al% ?he
permanent members of the Security Council were unfortunately not very prom%51ng
at the present time. The fact that her Government had proposed the convening of
another special session devoted to disarmament after & period of three to five
Years should be viewed in the light of that assessment. {4/AC.187/sR.5) '

v
-

The special session of the General Assenbly devn?ed to_the§e question§, which
should make comprehensive rreperations for their consideration in the gegulnely
universal forum of a world disarmament conference, should constitute an'1m§0r§ant
intermediate stage on the path towards convening such s ccnfgrene?. Identxfy1§g
and co-ordinating the steps vhich States must take in connexion with the praetical
preparation and early holding of a world disarmament confereqce represen% °3§:?f6?/5)
the most important tasks of the special session devoted to disarmument. (A/AC. if

As is well known, s special session of the United Nations General Assembly
on disarmiment will be convened in May and June of next year. We believe it
should make a significant contribution to the search for approaches tb solving
the problem of containing the srms race and of disormement, and determine the
main areas of activity of States in this matter. It is our belief that that = .
session can and must become an importent milestone on the road leading to the
convening of a world disarmement conference. {A/32/PV.24)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmement could
constitute an intermediate stage on the path towards a world disarmement conference,
Without replacing the existing and proven forms of disarmement negotiations, the
-8pecial session of the General Assembly could fecilitate consideration of the
problem of disarmament at & world disarmament conference, in which all States would
prarticipate,

furthec steps to be taken towards the Practical preparation and holding of a world
disarmament conference at the earliest possible time. Such a conference, ir )
Properly organized and Provided with machinery for adopting effective decisions

and vith the vorking bodies needed for carefully elaborating and achieving practical
agreement on them, taking into account the security interests of all States of the
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world, could formulate concrete, effective measures designed to solve the problem
of disarmament. That approach would at last ensure that a turning point was
actually reached in the solution of disarmument problems and in the curtailment of
the arms race, the limitation and reduction of srms, and progress towards general
and complete disarmament. (A/32/60)

Effective solutions to disarmement problems could be worked out only in a
universal Porum with the necessary mechinery for adopting practical viable decisions
shat. teok the interests of &ll States into account. That could be accomplished
within the fremework of a world disarmeament conference. At every session since 1971,
the General Assembly had calied for the convening of such a conference, and the idea
had won active support at various meetings of the non-aligned countries., In
Augiust 1976, the Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-aligned Countries
in Colombo had proposed that the agenda of the special session devoted to disarmament
should include an item on the convening of a world disarmament conference., His
delegation was pleased to note that the convening of such a conference was
receiving support in the replies submitted by States to the Secretary-General. Among
the countries which had taken that position were Algeria, Poland, Venezuela, Spain,
the German Democratic Republie, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Syria, Finland and
Mexico. The gquestion of convening a world disarmement conference had thus become
universal in nature, and one of the main tasks of the special session was to deecide
on measures for preparing and holding the conference, whieh should be the next,
decisive stage in the solution of disarmament problems. (A/AC.18T/SR.6)

At the special session, special attention should be given to the adoption
of further measures for the convening of the World Disarmament Conference, in
accordance with the agreement to include an item on the convening of the World
Disarmament Conference in the agenda of the special session. (A/AC.18T/SK.1k)

Given similar goodwill on the part of other States, the special session
would be constructive and play an important part in preparing for a world
disarmament conference. (A/AC.18T/SR.18)

He further proposed that the Committee should recommend to the General Assembly
that the latter instruct it to prepare a report for the special session on the
convening of a world disarmament conference. The Committee already submitted
reports tc the regular sessions, which had the world disarmament conference on the
agenda, and it was all the more important to do the same for the special session
devoted exclusively to disarmament. What was intended, of course, was an interim
report of the Committee, which would subsequently pursue its work on the conference
in the light of the results of the special session. (A/AC.16T/SR. 3T)

The Soviet Union worked consisterntly for peace and disarmament. For that
reason, it favoured convening & world disarmament conference, where States could
express their opinions on all aspects of the arms race and &dopt & p. sgramme of
practical measures for halting it. The 1978 special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament could be an importent stage in the preparations
for such a conference. (A/AC.167/SR.38)
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A special session of the United Nations General Assembly on disarmament
is to be convened next year. We shall have to conduct there not merely -
& wide exchange of views on fundamental approaches to the disarmament problem
at the present stage. Ve shall have jointly to identify the main areas where
States should concentrate thelr priority efforts in the field of dlsarmament.
The Soviet Union would like th~t session to be bu31nessllke and to help vith
practical preparations ‘for a successful convening in the immediate future of a
world disarmament conferencci (A/32/pV.8)

The Soviet Union.is prgfoundly convinced that the task of implementing
those decisions which are to be adopted at the special session of the -
Gcneral Assenbly on disarmanent could best be'brought.about through a world
disarmament conference. That is borne out by the fact that the question of
the convening of surh a cornference will te considered by the special session undér
item 12 of its agerda. Universal membership of the world disarmament
conference guarantees the participation in the specific consideraticn of.'
disarmament matters of -all countries of the world. At the same tlme, it is
intended that the work of the conference will be organized to ensure that,
in considering any particular problem, first and foremo;p participation
should be granted to those States vhich are directly concerned. This would
make it Q?ssible to use the most effective means to find mutually acceptable
solutions. At the same time, in the consideration of specific issues all
other States could be invited to partlc1}a{c - all thosc partlcularly
.poncerned about their speedy solution. (A/C.1/PV.16)

Venezuela

Venezuela co-sponsored General Assembly resolution 31/189 B because it feels
that a session of the General Assenmbly devoted exclusively to disarmement would
not only reflect the international community's deep concern at the arms race but
might also help to spur on the disarmament negotiations. One of the main items of
the special session should be the convening of a Worid Disarmement Conference, the
import.nce of end need for which have been recognized by the overwhelming majority
of States Members of the United Nations. (A/AC.187/8)

Venezuela had perticipated actively in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the World Disarmement Conference and supported the Conference so long as all the
nuclear Powers took part in it. However, while believing that the subject of its
convening could be discussed at the speclal session, his delegation felt that the
session should not be a mere milestone on the road to the World Disarmament Conference.
(A/AC.187/SR.10)
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Yugoslavia .

Proceeding from the aforementioned ideas, the Yugoslav Government feels that
the agenda of the special session should be conceived in broad terms and proposes
that it should include the following: gcneral debates adoption of a political
declaration (or declaration on disarmament): adoption of a2 programme of measures
of disarmament; and question of negotiating machinery in the United Nations.
Within this framework should also be considered the question of convening a world
disarmament conference. The rules of procedure of the General Assembly should
apply ir the work of the Preparatory Committee and the special session of the
General Assembly with regard to the adoption of decisions: however, one should
strive to the maximum for the adoption of decisions by consensus.{4/AC,187/11)

His Government felt that the agenda of the special session should be
cconceived in broad terms «nd include four fundsmental items, namely, a general
debate, preparation and adoption of a declaration on disarmament, preparation and
adoption of a programme of disarmament measures, and the role of the United Nations
in the field of disarmament. The question of coanvening a world disarmament ‘
conference could also be considered within that context. {A/AC.18T/SR.L)
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E. Position: presented in 1978

Organization of the Conference: structure, functions and rocedure;

relationship to the United Nations and other disarmament bodies

Bulgaria

Noted that significant progress was now being mede in the disarmament field
and cited in that connexion the new initiatives undertaken by the Soviet Union,
especially with regard to the prohibition of nuclear testing and of the neutron
bomb. He stressed that the Committee could render importan: service to the special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament and could provide continuity
between the speciasl session and & world disarmament conference. He felt that the
preparation of a special report or the state of the Crmmittee's work and ‘
deliberations, as requested by the General Assembly, was an urgent task in view of
the limited time remaining. The reror: should cover all aspects of the problem,
including information on the Committee's vork up to the present time, the views of
Governments with regard to the convening of a world disarmament conference, and
specific conclusions and recommendstions which could assist the special session in
its deliberations. (A/AC.167/SR.Lk2)

Cuba

The question of & world disarmament conference - in which all States would
participate on the basis of equality - must not be shunted aside at the special
session and the Preparatory Committee must. ensure that the idea was kept alive as a
mechanism for negotiations. Second, the question of foreign military bases, whieh
represented a permanent threat to international peace and security, must not be
forgotten. The third queriion requiring urgent attention was the threat represented
by the use of force in internstional relations, vhether, in the military, economic
or political field. The principles and proposals submitted by the socialist and
non-aligned countries would provide valusble guidance in that connexion.
(A/AC.187/SR.23)

Czechoslovakia

Said that the Government attached great importance to the convening of a world
disarmament conference, which, if open to all States, would provide a suitable forum
in which the effortz of all the peace-loving forces of the world could be
co-ordinated. His delegation noted with satisfaction that progress had been achieved
in clarifying, classifying and unifying the mein objectivez of such a conferenca. It
believed that the forthcoming special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament would be a major factor in the preparation of the conference,
particularly if the special session succesded in formulsting the principles governing
the implementation of disarmament. The conference should be held on a suitable date
vithout any unnecessary delays, sc that it could follow up on the resultz of the
special session.
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The special report which the Committee was to submit to the special session
should include all the views which had been expressed on the §ubject of a world
disarmament conference in the Committee itself, in notes subnmitted by Member States
to the Secretary-General and in the General Assembly. .The rgport should also sum.
up the conclusions reached by the Committee in its dellberétlons ayd should contain

ne Committee's recommendations on disarmament to the special session. In that.
connexion, the Committee and its Working Group should ?age maximum use of t@e time
remaining in order to establish the best possible conditions for the convening of

o world disarmament conference. (A/AC.167/SR.42)

German Democratic Republic

Said that the special report of the Committee would
assist the special session in working out the programme of a world
disarmament conference and would promote the success of the conference, The
convening of the conference was long overdue, especially in view of the specifie
decision on the matter adopted by the General Assembly, The time had now come to
make direct preparations for the conference in an effort to halt the arms race,
which was consuming ever-increasing sums and valuable raw materials and was
diverting research efforts from important non-military tasks. Plans to develop
nev systems of weapons, especially the neutron bomb, caused great concern among
the peoples of the vorld, including the people of his country, and posed further
obstacles to the heolding of disarmament talks. For that reason, his delegation had
been among the sponsors of a draft treaty submitted in Geneva which prohibited the
manufacture, stockpiling and use of the neutron bomb,

) He drew attention to the many constructive and realistic proposals on
disarmament, especially those which had been submitted by the socialist countries
in an effort to formulate a comprehensive prograrme of disarmement based on the
principle of equal security, which served the interests of all States. His
delegation hoped that efforts to prepare and convene a world disarmament conference
would stimulate discussion of disarmament issues. He stressed in that connexion
that the forthcoming special session of the General Assembly could not replace the
convening of a world disarmament conference. o ; ,

Reverting to the subject of the Committee's special report to the special
session, he suggested that it should contain a proposal to establish a '
preparatory committee on the world disarmament conference; such a committee
should include the nuclear States and others on the basis of geographical
distribution and could prepare a draft agenda for the conference and a programue
of work., His delegation felt that it was essential to approach the question of
preparing a world disarmanent conference in a constructive manner and with

specific action. (A/AC.167/SR.42)

Hungary

Said that his delegation attached great importance to the work
of phg Cormittee and to the convening of a world disarmament conference as a
decisive step towards strengthening internationel peace and security. Under
resolution 32/89, the Committee was required to report on the state of its work
agd deliberations to the special session of the General Asserbly devoted to
disarmament, and he believed that that report should desl substantively with the
matter entrusted to the Committee. ' .
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His delegation was aware of the objections of some States to the convening of
a world disarmament conference but felt that those objections were more political
than substantive in nature. It was to be hoped that the position of those States
which were not in favour of convening a world disarmament conference would change.
His delegation felt that the special session of the General Asserbly would_help
greatly to improve the international atmosphere, which would in turn.make_lt
possible for States to implement the principles and prograrme of action to be '
adopted by the special session. The latter would provide an excellent opportunity
to advance preparations for a world disarmament conference. (A/AC.167/SR.42)

Mongolia

Expressed his delegation's satisfaction that the Committee had
resumed its effort to carry out the mandate entrusted to it by the
General Assembly. In that connexion, his delegation attached great immortance to
the special revport requested by the General Assembly for submission to the special
session devoted to disarmament. The report should reflect the useful work
accomplished by the Committee in studying the views of Governments on the convening
of a world disarrament conference. It should also include conclusions and
recoumnendations on the substantive aspects of the convening of such a conference;
in that connexion, it was essential to begin practical preparations for convening
the conference. He stressed his delegation’s concern with regard to the arms race,
in particular the development of new systems of weapons such as the neutron bomb.

11, His delegation felt that constructive decisions to deal with disarmament would
be possible only at a world-wide conference, He stressed that the special session
of the General Assembly and the world disarmament conference were not mutually
exclusive but rather complementary. The special session was an important stage on
the road to the convening of a world disarmament conference and would be of
assistance in finding solutions to problems of concern to all States. On the
basis of recommendations submitted by the Committee, the special session could

take decisions with regard to the convening of a world disarmament conference. -
(A/AC.167/SR.k2) : ..

_ Poland

Poland would make evefy effort to ensure that the special session was

productive. Yet, wvhile recognizing the significance of the special session per se,

it strongly believed that the session should also become a major step toward§ cal
convening a world disarmament conference., Such a conference, as ?hg most univers
and authoritative forum, vested with powers to take effective @ec151ons,_would be
the best instrument to translate General Assembly resolutions into pr?ctlcal ' o
measures. A concerted degision’ should therefore be taken at th§ special se551§n
convene a world disarmament conference on a specific, not .too distant dat?, :2cea
preparatory cormittee should be established for that purpose. Sucilg ;on :r

would be an extremely important element which could not be ove?loo e . Q'a Ng rment
programme of action on disarmament or in documents on the machinery © isarm

‘negotiations. (A/AC.187/SR.29)
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‘The question of machinery, which came under agenda item 12 of the special session,
was also referred to in paragraph 18 of the Preparatory Comittee's report_to the
General Assembly (A/32/L1), which the Assembly had endorsed in its resolut%on .

32/68 B. The Preparatory Committee was somevhat handicapped as long as it did not
have the two irportant reports - those of the Conference of the Committee on
Disarmament and of the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference -
referred to in that paragraph. Under the circumstences, the Preparatory Committee's
york and its deliberations on machinery for disarmament would not fully reflect

the existing situation, and that might present some difficulty, which he hoped

could be solved through co-operation. (A/AC.187/SR.31)

Observed that the oﬁly other ofgaﬁ which the General Assembly
had requested to prepare a report on the question of disarmament was the
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament; that testified to the importance of the

mandate entrusted to the Ad Hoc Committee. The General Assembly had decided to
include in the agenda of its special session devoted to disarmament an item
entitled "Review of the role of the United iHations in disarmament and of the .
international machinery for negotiations on disarmament, including, in particular,
the question of convening a World Disarmament Conference'. The special session of
the General Assembly would thus provide a propitious atmosphere for the preparations
for a World Disarmament Conference. The Preparatory Committee for the Special
Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament had also been considering
for some time the idea of such a Conference. That was only natural since the
special session of the General Assembly and the World Disarmament Conference would
in fact be complementary and should be regarded as such. Those who regarded those
two forums as some kind of rival venture showed thereby that they were not really
interested in either. '

_ At its special session, the General Assembly should, inter alia, take a
decision as to the date of the World Disarmament Conference, adopt recommendations
concerning its agenda, and establish a preparatory committee with a view to the
convening of the Conference.

Tt wes with that in mind that the Committee should prepare its special report.

The report should be an exhaustive document which would enable the General Assembly
at its dpecial session to gain an idea of the measures which had been taken with a
view to the convening of the World Disarmament Conference and of the way in which
the international community should organize that Conference. In the report, the
Committee should formulate recommendations and conclusions which would translate
into action the successive resolutions which had been adopted on the question, in
particular with regard to the preparations for the Conference. In that connexion,
three important elements should be defined: the date of the Conference; the
transformation of the Ad Hoc Committee into a preparstory committee; and the terms
of reference of the Conference, which should include the review and appraisal of
the measures taken to implement the decisions adopted at the special session and,
.above all, powers which would enable the Conference to adopt practical and binding
disarmament measures.

His delegation was prepared to devote all its efforts to the realization o
that objective, both in plenary meeting and in a working group. (A/AC.167/SR.41
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

The agenda for the special session also include discussion of the World
Disarmament Conference, the convening of which the Soviet Union and a number of
cther countries consider to be of outstanding importence. The Conference should
become such a forum that will make.it possible to proceed from the declarations
and recommendations adopted by the General Assembly to practical action leading to
agreed disarmament measures and mearingful decisions. The Conference will be able

to achieve in the best possible way the goals Set by the special session.
-(A/AC.187/98) '

»

The agenda for the special session included discussion of the World Disarmament
Conference, a topic to which the Soviet Union attached great importance. The
Conference should mark an advance from Genersl Assembly declarations and
recommendations to the task of reaching effective agreements on measures in the
field of disarmament. (A/AC.187/Sr.21)

1

Détente and the halting of the arms ra:e were the only ways of establishing
lasting peace in the world. The Soviet Union spared no effort in order to promote
those processes. It was convinced that the best forum for the consideration of
disermement problems in all their aspects and for the implementation of the
decisions'which the General Assembly would take at its forthcoming sp~.i1al session
was the World Disarmasment Conference which, because of its universal memcership,
would enable all States to participate in the practical consideration of -
disarmament questions. )

It was important that the delegations which wo. .- participate in the Conference
should have the necessary powers to draw up the appropgriate documents, with the
help, if need te, of gqualified experts.

The World Disarmament Conference should be the forum which would make it
possible to pass from the stage of declarations and appeals to the practical stage
of measures adopted by joint agreement in the field of disarmament.

The special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament would mark
an important stage in the preparations for that Conference. In paragraph 1 of
resolution 32/89, the General Assembly had requested the Ad Hoc Committee on the .
World Disarmament Conference to submit to it at its special session a special
report on the state of its work and deliberations. That report would not only
enable it to examine in detail the question of the World Disarmament Conference at
its special session, but would also expedite the preparations for the Conference
itself. .

In “he view of his delegation, the Ad Hoc Committee should take an active part
in the convening of the Disarmament Conference, not only by submitting to the
special session an exhaustive report on the specific aspects of its organization,
but also by formulating recommendations on the subject. In its report, the Ad Hoc
Committee should give an account of its work and set out in detail the views of
States Members of the United Nations on the subject of the convening of the World
Disarmament Conference.

Once the members of the Ad Hoc Committee had held a broad exchange of views, a
working group could prepare the report, then the Committee would convene again in
.Plenary meeting in order to examine the report in cuestion before submitting it to
the General Assembly at its special session. His delegation would as far as
possible help the Committee to discharge that first part of its mandate. (A/AC.167/SR.41)
. | | g
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