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Letter dated 3 June 1977 from the Permanent Representatives of France
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the

United Iiations addressed to the Secretary··General

We have the honour to inform you that a conference was held in the New
Hebrides from 15 to 18 t'1arch and on 24 and 26 March 1977 in order to seek a
solution to the political difficulties in the territorJo The enclosed joint
statement was issued by the British and French High Commissioners at the
conclusion of the Conference.

We should be grateful if this letter and the joint statement could be
circulated as a document of the General Assembly under item 24 of the preliminary
list.

(Signed) Jacques LEPRETIE
Permanent Representative

of France to the
United Nations

* A/32/50/Rev.l.

(Signed) Ivor RICHARD
Permanent Representative

of the United Kingdom to the
United Nations
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As the Nelil He-brio.es };.e:pres2~ltati.ve Assembl~i can nO longe.:- .f\.li1CtiG'D) follm,Jing
the rei'usal of the representativC:'s of the 'lanuaaku P11ti -'co cnntir:.ue to sit in it
as it is at present constituted) the British and F'rencb High Commi~:sion.ers~ on
the instructions of their respective Governments, presided jointl~·r on
15,16, 17) 18) 25 and 26 l'-,Iarch Over 2. cODference composed of repr(:sentative~;, of
the customary Chiefs:l elected members of the Representative Assem"oly and
non-·electecl members of all political parties in the :,Je1.! He~:L'ides ~ in order to see~c

a solution to tilese difficulties~ ~'~'~e:v" reaff'irmed tb,~ J!revious joint decla.::."at.ions
of theiT t·wo Governnlents on the fol1ov-ling :points:

le Th\J agreerr.cnt of the tvro Governments to set the l~ew Hebrides en t~'1e rOE.',d
to independence~

2.
in Eurone
Assembly.

( a)

The agreement of the tvTO GoveTi1[r].ents to hold a T:'i:Lilisterial conference
next July ~ t.o be attended by representatives ef c,l.'';'' the 'Darties in the
~hi2 principal obj ectiYes of t~le r-~oLference ,:,w:~Llc -Qe:

To fix the date of the next elections;

('0) To def:L~'le the stages leading t~'1e Ne"\1 E'2'brid",;s ",=·0 inc.epe:L1dence;

(c) 1'0 discuss constitutional questions cO::lcer~'ling the fut"J.re gover~:''l:~ental
structure of the COQ8try;

3. The agreement of the tvo Govern!T!cnts to or~:aIlize~ as 8002:1 us 1-lossibl~"

new elections to the new Assembly on the basis of univej.:'sal suffrage~ Before
these elections, it would be necessar~" to establish neTTel::c"toral. rolls and to
issue appropri.ate identity cards.

The two High Commissioners tool,_ note of tile desire of all members ef the
conference the the tV-TO Governments should exeTc"ise their :res]oIlsitilities irl
full during tilis transitional l)eriod~ They heard vrit-:'-l appreciat,ion t~lC \'iir.3c anc~

helpful contribution made by the representati1E'S of t}"l~~ Cl"liefs ~ ':-rho I)J::'o~90seci a
compromise solution to l:rhich they l-:tad hoped that the great majorit:y of the
conference could subscribeQ

The two High Corr~issioners notel that tbe Chi~fs; re~resentatiYe8 iJelieve~

that a majority in the conference \<Tas in favour of "t;lleir IJroposal.flc"Tever~

after careful analysis of the statements of ti'lc dif?erent (~:,:roups in tJ}2
conference ~ and after having finally heard. the represei1t,2tives of eac~j, grou-~'

se~Jarately, the High Corumissione::cs recognized -;TJ.th regr'2t that trle -:JolL:,iC'.sl
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9B..:rties 2nc~ the l'epresentatives of economic interests had not been able to agree
OD a [HeHDS of ena~;)ling t~1e I\.8S8I!i.bly to contL.1ue to function" to elect a President
or to nominate the members of the- Governin.g Council 0

'.Che t'·.TO R:1~gh Commissioners have therefore agreed to recoInmend that their t1-l0

Governments sLould effect an exchange of Dotes to provide for the dissolution of
tLe Asse!{L~l:r. In or~Ler to help the t"I-ro resident COI11!.Tlissioners to administer the
CO{i,Cinml:rJ..iunl in the transitional period before the ne,;.T elections and, in particular~

to facilitate the r·reDaration of the elections themselves and to prepare for
t~}'2 min~sterial conferc;:"lce iiE'xt JUly ~ the t'l{O High Commissioners ",rill recommend
to t~eir Governments that the exchange of notes should provide for the
establistunent of 8. PrOViGlOnaJ_ Council~ under the chairmanship of the two
resident Co:rnmi,ssioners~ consistiug of four members nominated by the Vanuaaku Pati~

t\,tQ b~r the rra::'1,-UD.lon and one by the 1:;'ederntio~.1 of Independents. The Provisional
Coul"lcil \"Ji11 }-";.8.ve advisory· 5 not executive f1.l.cYlctions. rEhe preceding
reco:nmend8.tior~s have been lar{?el~.' i:r:~spired "by the proposals from the Chiefs'
rCDI'cs.?l1tative::s.

In addition~ the members of the Committees elected by the Assembly may
contiJ.1u2 to "qork together to sU:I?port the functions of the Provisional COilllcil.

The t\,IO High COll1.missioners earnestly hope that these arrangements \'rill
serve to maintain calm and good order throughout the Ne"ll Hebrides during this
transit ional period.


