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I. INTNODUCTION

1. In accordance with article )+5 ot ttre International- Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 15 Decenber 1956,
annex), under Lrhich the Hu[an lights Connittee is required to submit an aJrnua,f
report on its activities to the Assembly through the Econondc and Sociaf Council,
and in accordance also vith Assembly resolution 2200 A (fXI) of 16 December 1966,
pai'agraph 3, the Assembly included jn the provisiona-L agenda of its Lhirty-third
sessi-on the item entitled:

rrlnternational Cavenants on Humarr Rishts:

(a) leport of the Hrman Rigbts Conmittee;

(b) Status of the International Covenant on Econoroic, Social and Cu1tural
Rights, the lnternational Covensrt an Civil and Politicaf Rights and
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil ald
Pofitical Rights: report of the Secretary-General. rl

2. At its \th and 5th plenary meetings, on 22 September 1978, 1,he ceneral
Assembly, on the reconmendation of the General Conndttee, decided ta inc.lude the
ltero in its agenda and to allocate it to the Third Contrittee.

3, The Connittee considered this item at its 69th and 73rd neetings, held on
6 and B December. The views expressed by representatives of X{ember States on
this iten are contained in thc qrlnr'narr, .a^4F/te .f fhnse meetinr:s
(A/c.3/ 33/sR.69 and 73).
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l+, In connexion vith item B)+, tne Corrmittee had before 1t the folloving
docments:

(") neport of the Human Rights Conrnittee; !
(b) status of the rnternationaf covenant on Economic, sociar and culi,uralRights' the -international covenant on civil and Political nights ana the opticnafFrotocol to the Internationaf Covenant on Civil and pofitical Rights: report oi.the Secret ary-cenerat (A/ZS/ll+g and Corr,l and Add.1)

5, The Dj.rector of the Division of Hunrarr Rights introaiuced the ltem at the6pth rreeting, on 6 tecember (see a/ c, Z/ Si/sn. Eq , 
' 
p"".u . ).

II. COIISIDEFATIOI OF DFAFT RESOLUTIOI] A/C,3/33/L.72

6' At the 73rd neeting, on B Decenber, the representative of Denmark introduceda dTaft resrluticn (A/C.3/33/L,TZ) soonsored by Canada" Co.Lombia " Costa li1ca.
+!r'1r, lenlark, .r.he Qomirjcan Reou!_Lic, fS_Ug!gf@,
r'r-a..i.v r i\torwal and Sl.'eden.

l" At the same rneeting, the representative of Denliark revised olerativeparagraDh 12, after the vord "protocol", to read as follolrs; "and being informedof the shortage of staff and resources of the Division of Human Richts. to nake
appropriate suggestions in the budget for the next bienni.m with rJgard to
adequate staff and resources needed for servicing the above-mentioned instruments,taking into accou.rit ceneral Assembly resolutions 353L (f.,TX) of 1T Decenber .1975
ancl 31/93 of 1l+ December L976't,

B. The Conmittee subsequently adopted the revised draft resolution vithout
a vote (see para. 9 belor.r) .

IIL FDCol.{t\4Xi\iDATI0lr oF THE THIITD COI,{1.{ITTET

9' The Third cornrnittee reconr'rends to the cenera] Assenbly the adoption of the
follor,ring draft resolution :

fnternationlrJ Covenants on }iuman Rights

The General As semb.ly,

llinof.rl Ll-aL -,"1^ e Inr,ernatjoneL Couenants on hLman f.ights 2/ consr.iture lne
first all-eubracing and tegally binding internationar treaties in the field of

1/ official Records

2/ Resolution 22OO (XXI), annex.



human rights , a-nd,
forn the heart of
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B Decenbex 1977,
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LOgeLher \rlt:] ttre L,n.Lversal ljeclaTatron ol fiulan 'ilgnts, J/
crf- intrrnatlonal B-Ll_L o" 'lLrnran !lghts, a/

resolut ions 3t/85 of f3 Decenber 1976 and- 32/66 of

Having noted the retort of the Se c ret ary-General on the status of the
International Covenant on Xconornic, Social and Cultura-l nights, the lrternational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the
InbernaLional CovcnanL on Civil ard Pol itical .qights, 5/

t\l^1-in'. r,'il. AnnrF.iali^h ih.i f^ll^,.'in6 itc .n^ar] rnvo T'lnm]-'ar qi4r ^^ r^."-.ruLr!r, ryrL,, d[rFrrr.rdLreJr ruwrrrL _1r,5 c,.]rcqf __uf !
acceded to the international covenants on human rights "

the irrportan L responsibil ii"ies
to the intet:national covenants

of the Economic and Sccial
^h 

h,,mr n ri ohi c

Recopnirinq fhe j-nportanL role of the Hurnan Fights Cor-nit Lee in
inpfementation cf the Tnternational Covenant on Civil and Politicaf
the Optional Protoeof thereto,

1 Reaffirns the importa"nce of the Internationaf Covenants on

^q 
mel-r o,rrtc nf intnrnetianq I aTf^tst a r^ nF^r^fa ,'nirrorcal TAehF.twv lir vrvv!

observance of human rights and fundanental freedoms;

the

Human Rights
for and

2.
its thlrd
vhich the

t
a

lla.tl on s

Notes rrith appreciation the I'eport of the Human Rights Conrnitlee 6f on
to fifth sessions and expresses satisfaction at the serious manner in
Conmittee is continuing to undert ake its futctions i

3, Expresses its appreciation to States parties to the lnternationa]
Covenant on Civil and Political Fights lrhich have extended their co-operation
Lo Lhe ut]man flighLs CoruriLtee and urges SLates parties r,rhjch have not yeL done
so ln cirhmil thpir 1^ +hA l^n,ni++^^ -- .-^-,1i1., .c -nccihle.oJ rP!uufriy

\. Urees States parties which have been requested by the lJuman Rights
Conmittee to provide additional information to conply T,rith this request by
rrnrri r'li r o err.h inf^?na+1'_'-* _ 'on ''

5. Lxpresses the hope that Lhe considerabion oll reports submj Lted rlnd.l^ thc
provisions of the International Covenant on nconomic, Social and Cultural nights
irill be rmdertahen by the Economic and Social Council vithout further delay;

'z/ A/ 33/ l+9
6,/ Ot.licial DocumenLs of the Gene-al Asse1bly" Thirty-Lhird session,

SuFplement No. 40 1P.133/\O).

Resolution 217 A (I1I),
Human RiAhts: A Ccnpilation of International Instmments of the United
tUnjtcd NaLions pubJication, Sales LJo, 73"','.1V,2), secL. I.

l3earing in mind
Council in r:elation
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6. A-paln invj ues all Sta"tes which have noL yet done so to become parties
to r,he Inter'nafional CoveranL on Fcono:r-ic, Social ard CulLural oighr,s anc Lhe
Internationai Cor,'enant on Civil and Political Rights as well as to consider
acceding to the Optional ?rotocof thereto;

7 " Invites the Siates parties to the International Covenant on Civil and
DoIiLical liffts to consioer raking rhe declarat,ion provideci for in article l+l
of that Covenant;

B. Appreciates that the Human Rights Cormittee continues to strive for
uniforn standards in the implementation of the provisions of the International
Coverant on Ci.,iI and Pol i-.icaL 'liphrs and o' the Oprionrl Drotocol therel.o €Lnd
ts-nl ireiTac .l-F oF +hc c+.rj^f.Fct. .n1nli.h.a l-1, q--io- r"- i^c wiLh
their obli€:ations under the Covenantl

). q-qu, its the iecreta.y-Ceneral to ccnLinue to \eeD the -luman Rif,hts
Cor nittee informed of the activities of the Conmission on Huma n Rights, the
Sub--Comrission on Prevention o1' Discrirnination and Protection of l.4inorities and
the Committee on the El.imination of Raciat Discrimination and also to tra-nsrnit
Lhe ann ral r e_rorts of the Human Rights ConnriLtee to these bodies',

10, Requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the General Assembly at
iis -.L:rr,i-''l-,1^!r- r r 6r,.]Tr ^h rha eratrrs ol the TnterraLional Covenant
on Economic " Social and Cuftural- Rights, the Tnternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Fights and the Optional Protocol to the Tnternational Covenant
on Civil and Political Rishts;

11. Emphe,sizes the duty of the S ec retary-Generat under the Tnternational
Covenant on Cfvif ana Political f,ights to provide the necessary staff a4d
facilit,ies for the effective performance of the Hunan Fights Cornrnittee I

12. Requests the S ecretary-General , bearing in rni nd the request of the
flurnan \igt Ls -r.,rmir,ree fo.r adequc-te secretarial assisLance, hr:vj ng re5arri ro
the over-al1 needs fcr servicing the Tnternational Covenants on HuIIan Rights and
the Opr,ional r'otoco , Jnd bFjng jrCorrred of lhe shol LaP^ o' slarf and resources
of the Divisior o." 'lurar qi 'hrs, to "1ake apfrLot"iate s,fgeur'io's in tl^c budgeL
for the next trienniun lrith regard to adequate staff and Tesources needed for
servinin,o -,h+ !.hova-nF. inr e4 in.lr,ma.l. .atring inl.o account Gen,'ral Asssrbly
resolutions 353\ (XXX) of 1l December 1975 and 3L/93 of 1l+ December 1976.




