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I . IlfTRODUCTIUT

1. The llyeSent ac'.denclu::."J to tr'.e report 0:-:' the 8ecretary~,General on the sUbject
(P,./32/216) is based on inforMation ~eceived fro::1 10 Governrrents 1/ and one
non GovernDental organization ?J after 23 July 1977 and suw~_arizes t~e activities
1JIJdertal~.en by those Governments 2nd. the non-·governr~ental orrEmization 'IJith res~ect

to the ir!rplementation of parc<;raph 12 of General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of
15 December 1975.

2. Governr.:.ent replies ind.icated the.,t positive efforts have been made to irnurove
the 9:.~lt1.?-!~ and .de..±),~tQ cond.ition of y!OTI.en in accordance ,,6th international
stand.!1yds and provisions of the Declaration on the Eli:nination of Discrir.1ination
aGainst l~Men (General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII)).

30 Some replies dealt mainly '.lith broad trends ancl policies~ others enrhasizec1
s?)ecific activities ~ m..lch 25 those undertaken u:1der articles Lf ~ 9 and 10 of the
Declaration. A COrnI:1on underlyin~ f8~ctor of' the replies "\<las the impact of the
International ':-:omen; ~> Yea.r and th(:::. i!orld Conference of the International ~'}o~en IS

Year on the inplemente.tion of t~c principles of equality gud non-o.iscriIr'.inaticD
enunciated in the Declaration 0 In addition s the information provideo. brou~ht

up to date pre"'lious subr;-,-issions and incluQ.ed oc..,c\:.r;rouncL and history of the efforts
wade in connexion '·/ith tLe i:c:1.1)lernentation of the DeclarcdioD. It has also been
noted thp,t there is cro~,dng CO-OI)eTation beti,leen tIle ;J"J_blic nnd private sectors
In efforts aiIned at the eli:~ninatioD of discrimination ap;ainst \'TOIDen.

4, The responses also indicated tD,=rt tt.l.e prooler'1,s confrontinr,- l'Iember :Jtates 'were
complex 2;.nc~ not readily amenable t(~ le(,:al or administrative action. There was
realization that existing oostacles such as trao.ition,) sccio· 'ccono!!lic conditions
and educational li:-:1itatio:ls \'lilJ. rf'~u.i.re 8 lon.....·-·ter!.'J effort by Governments ,qnd
private entities to be overcone, Recoenition of the d.ifficulties involved is
being "Caken j,n-co B.ccO'c.mt and ne':i" Dolicics and e.ctions aTC beine taken to achieve
equality bct~~,Teen m.en and \·.'omci1 9 mainly tllrou;,,;h the establis',':!ment of coynnittees and
other bodies ':Those I'J","rlO.i::,te is to investirate ancl recom~~end innovative approaches
to accelerate progress in the aC~.licvC'T:lent of equality of vwrnen and PleDo

II. PUBLICr~Y G:!::V~IT 'I'O THE n:CCLAHNIIOf.T

5" lThree Governments _'3;../ provided specific in::::....ormation concerning activities to
publicize the Declaration.

~/ Australia) Byelorl.u:;sian Soviet [,ocialis~ :9.e:c,ublic 'j Central African E::lpire 9

Greece J lr8.n Lebanon] !:~ongclia~, Romania~ Sudan Emd United States of j~.merica"

v
]/

International :':,ssociation for Social ~rop:ress.

Greece~ Lecanon and Sudan.

I,..
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6. Greece reported that reI)8ated p"clblici ty T;Tas given to the Declaration throug};
the ne"l.'TS medio, ar..d throuGh pUhlic activities orGanized. by Homen' s associations.

7. Lebanon stated that it hB.d. published the Declaration and that it "as
distributed by the Lebanese T!omen 1s Council to other 'Homen'l s associations.

8. The SUG.all reported t:.lat press and radio intervie;:;Ts and the me8~ns of various
other media vT8re used to explain and pror1ote International Forn.en 1s Year. The
Homen's COrJlliittee of the Sudanese Socialist Union ~ the Sudanese Feminist Union ~

the I'.1inistry of Social Affairs and the united nations Inforr18.tion Centre had
participated in a ma,ior press conference to publicize the ob,lectives of the year.
Currentl~T) radio and television 'Here carryinr speci2l progra.mmes desir~'.:ned to
disseminate relevant information on "omen's roles to eliminate out~oded traditions
and to increase political and social a"areness of individuals. In addition, a
documentary film on the role of Sudanese "omen in national development had been
produced and 11 books dealing with International '~men's Year had been issued.

IH. GENERAL i1I:ASURES (articles 1, 2, 3 and 11)

9, Greece reported that the Constitution o~ 1975, article 4, para~rapt 2,
provided for equality betl,reen )"'len and 'FO!.l1en.

10. Lebanon statccl that the Administration Cor'1',ittee of its House of Representatives
had adopted a principle providing for equality beb,een men and "Ol'l.en and amendin"
all legal provisions that discriminated ae:ainst ....TOnen. The Committee hp.cl initiated
action ....rhich \'lOuld result in specific amendments t:hrouf!:hout the legal code.

11. Mongolia pointed out that article 84 of its Constitution specifically
guaranteed the equality of TIen and 'I{omen in all spheres of life.

12. Romania affirmed that its Constitution of 1948 guaranteed equal ri~hts in all
areas and that subsequent lee;islation had ensured that those principles had been
put into practice.

13, ~'he Sudan pointed OUe that a number of articles in its draft constitution
specifically related to "omen's ri"hts, For exarr~le, article 15 guaranteed t~e

rights of the family and article 53 the ri~hts of mDthers and children.

14. The United States of Pill~rica reported sisnificant progress in legislation and
in the implementation of regulations \,rhich '.,rere desiGned to eliminate discriminatory
practices against women, Specific national le~islation cited included
Public La" 94-167 extending the life of the !ktiona1 Commission for the Observance
of International Homen's Year and assigning specific tasks to tbe Commission for
action to iY[\"prove the status of ....'TOmen. Legislature J <judicial bod.. ies 8.nd
aOfrJ.inistrative ore;anizations >:lere reported to be increasingly concerned with the
systemic problems as well as individual complaints. Courts J for exarr~leJ where
they had found barriers against WOTIen~ whether intended or not) had required new

10>,
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.pyc'.,ctices, C-':;]:er e~:arLples of l'2r-isl8-tive 2nd ,ludicial E\ction::; \,yerc' P,S

I)l'OCr8jnrceE, to elicln.cte sexist textbool-~~s a,nd cUl~ricl~J-3.r Y.lt:tterials 1..rere
for federal financin('. l'2:cislation to i~"0.nrove ~Tmn.en is accc"SS to c:recl_it
reflcctinc a grm.rin:,; equalization of rli'vorce Im,!s in 8. lC'l,Yre nu..1l11")cy 0-:'"'

en.forcer1ent of {':'C"tua1 :pay Im·Ts on a 'JYoac1 basis ~:.-ec:islation to sunport
f8.cilitate chilc~ ca:re; and :,croc~Yammes to irlprove the availabilit~,r of 8
benefits for vor:en~

Obstacles encountered aDO. F;egSUres ta~(e:'l to overcor:,e the:r:!

follmn-:;;
DO':T elic;il')le

la-::,~'::;

st8.tes -

variety of

15, Iran l_mdel"linecl th,,=, general problem (also referred to in information nYoviced
ir~ other respon::=,es) tbat in any society ~ 1,rhether developed or developin!:.; it \,las

the lack of sufficient or proper tr2ining and educ8,tion that severely limited
T.~·omen' s pa.rticipation in soci2.1 eDC, pconopic life 0 A~'rare of those constraints on
'HOY!leil'S participritioD ~ tbe Covern:c',ent h'ld continually enc:_e2.voured to deV"ise an

educational policy \lhich would increase women's educQtional opportunities, In
the political sDtere) a majoY' CErrler "vas T.ToTo,en's l[l,c~( of ex]!crience in political
knm-..r·-·'"lOT,-{ and a -poor self·il~jaf'C 2S a :"TOUpo ~fforts to overcome t"h.OSC liv.itations
'iTere being made on t\'IG f'rc!lts' enCOl_lrQ,c.;in,r- vTOY'len to get involved in politics C'.t
local levels sEd pro:c.otinc: the- :Clolitical tl'ainin:' 2nd ('duc~atiorc of \,:,"Qmer" It Ti'tt',S

stated t~'.1ctt both tactic S 'Fere bein,0' met 1::i tt· ent'lusis~s:c:', aD-cl "l>rere provin,"'" to 02
Quite successfulo

160 The Sudan indicated thRt erroneous conceptions and out:!TDdeCt traditions 'Here
being cOIilba,ted l-:y re[';u_1EL:~~ n:r.c1 speci;J,l pro~:TaJ1T1ps on tele-vision 'i.r11ich disseTf':l.natec'.
relevclnt infornl.at,ion desi{~ned to increase t'he Tlolitic8.1.; economic an( social
m·.rareness of indi'licluals 0

170 The United States of ABerica reported that tt,c '"Tational Project OL ~.Tomen 'Z s
Education had found that IJrofessional education had not "beco::ile invol'l2c) -,:{ith
;-[omen' E; issues. The proj ect had beeun to builc cl. .s-crong colla'-borstivc net"lTork
anonl'y, educators:; resea:cc'::1ers anc~_ :901icy-· x(lakers 8.nc~~ to init -j r-ite pro,jc'cts to (lea1
\·,Tith the problem. In a continuinr: effort to locs.-te obstEi"cles ;rhich hindered the
fuJ.l partici'!Jation of lJomen iE (>c1ucational life r2se2....rch had been undertalcen to
~?rovide ini"orrr::ation on patterns t'::lat cou1c~ im:9,ede or facilitate fenale ec;"ucational
achjevernents.

c. rLe~t)].+C?~tls _ap,9-..J"0.,8;:r;:,l·:~~.iJ~.eX.y:..._~:?_i:,g.J?..l~_sJ~~_<i _to _.!.~!?:...e_\:::._.'~(1_.e_~al~~E!--:t~ tbe de ,1 ure
_8.:!~c1_ de__facto ..n9sit_ig~~.~f_~'~.J}n.en

16, Four cO--..mtries l.f/ :::rovidec1 ir~fornation re!,"a:rdin~ the above sl.:.-oject

19" Australie. reported the creation of c, 1JOl'y_ine GY"oup on ~)ol11en 'i s Affa.irs ':lhich
"'irJOuld co·~ording'te governrr"ent bodies 'dl~ose responsibilities affected ':'lo:men. A
\·IOLler::.

l s '.lnit 1'::.2"cl also been established in the DCD2xtment of Social Security, }\lso)
a ~Tomen 15 i)elfare Issues Consultative COI'"Enittee had lieen estarllishc0. to cJ:-:annel
commu.-l'1ity ViCTr-TS into social security~md 1velfare policy bO(~.ies,

~/ Australia ~ Iro.n ~ Sudan p,nd Uni tecl f~tf-:,-tes of PU'.leriCC1.0
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20. Iren reported that the 1978·.1983 Hational Plan not only referred snecifically
to vomen and their needs, 1,ut soue:ht to elaborate specific policies. Homen T"rere
on the subject·-~matter committees to draTtT us the different aspects of the Plan.
They occupied key positions on five cor~ittees ~~ Regional Development~ Education~

A.griculture,! Social lJelfare and the Quality of Life -- and on other sub-coIT.mittees
\{hich would elaborate the Plan. The vm~enis Organizaticn of Iran was working
i-Tith the High Comrrcittee for Co~"operation, 'iVhich consisted of eight ministers j

including the IJinister of State for \",Jomen Is Affairs ~ to ITonitor activities
relating to 1vomen during the Fifth Plan and to make recommendations for the
Sixth Plan. The Governnent "lTe.s a1so sU:9porting the Asia and Pacific Centre for
T"Tol'i~i2n and Development) located at Teheran 1 and had offered to be the host and
plcdgGd $1 million to ~he International Institute for Research and Training for
the ~b.~dvancement of '\"Tomen.

21. Tte SudaD stated th~,t the Sudanese Feminist Organization had carried out a
study of the 'Problem of discriTYlinati.on in banks betltleen male and female employees.
As e, result of the study ~ the ,~"1inister of Finance and l'Tational Economy had
issued directives to ensure :full equality in study grants" trainine; and all other
asnects in which discrimination was practised.

22. The United States of ~'lmerice, indicated that the extension of the life of the
:'T2~tional Comr:li.ssion for the Observe-nce of International Homen i s Year had included
authorization to convene meetings ip all States and territories to be followed by
a national meetinrJ'. This l:'12~S deef!l.ed the most suitable mechanism for evaluating
the statUG of \Vomen ana. the issues of Concern to then:.. The i\Tational Conference is
scheduled to be held from 18 to 21 Novenber 1977. The obj~ctives of the Conference
are as folIo'ITS: to recognize the role of women in national development to assess
proGress in :promoting equality and TtlOrnen I s role in economic J social, cultural and
political development to examine \<Tomen i ~j participation in co·,,·o:geration 8Jrtong
nations to strengthen .;!orId peace ~ to identify barriers to continued progress < to
make recoITJ11lendations and establish a time-·table for their aC~1ieveInent c 2nd to
establish a corumi ttee "i>Thich ':vill provide for the convening of a second conference
to assess progress and evaluate the steps taken to impr0ve the st2vtuS of J-!-.merican
1Jomen.

Ratification of international instruments

23. Australia, Greece, Lebanon and '-:longolia reported the ratification of ILO
Convention No. 100 (Convention concerning i<:Qual-Remuneration for L,len end. Homen
i·1orkprs for I·!ork of Equal Value). 2/

24. Australia and Lebanon reported also the ratification of ILO Convention Ho. 111
(Convention concerning Discrimination in respect of Employment and Occupation). ~I

25. ~'1ongolia reported the rati ...::>ication of the follo~.;ring instruments: Convention
on the Political Hic;hts of Homen (General Assembly resolution 640 (VII)), the
UNESCO Conventior.. against Discrimination in Education adopted by the General

51 Convention~~ and "Recommendations Pjlopted bv the International Labour
Conference., 1919-1966_ (Geneva, Int.ernational Labour Office, 1966), p. 795.

6/ Ibid. p. 969. / ...
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Conference e.t its eleventh sessioD 5 Paris~ lLf Decenber 1960 5 ILO Convention ~Too 103
(Convention conccrninr; ?'Iaternity Protection (Reviser- 1952)) 1/ ~ and ILO
Convention fio 0 1110 §j

26, T'1hile none of the reporting countries specifically l::;entioned the '>lays in
1'1hich they assist non~·governmcntal orr:anizations, it Fe,s noted thgt activities
lJere undertaken ~,'lith their cO~'operation~ particularly the feninine branch of
political parties. These activities are covered in the relevant sections of the
present adde:Qdum, It 1:1as a.lso noted that non-FjOVernmental organizations a:l"e
incroasincly yarticipatiDe; if!. T.4ays 'fl.:.ich influence the policies and actions of
C-overnnents in the elimination of discrimination ar;ainst limmen.

27 flbe Central African Er:lpire reported tb.at the ~'Te.tional Union of :!oIT.en) a body
of the Unique Party,) fo11m·red the nolicies ofVje Government in the nromotion of
peace. To further those policies dialoc:ues "l-TCre initiated lidth all feMinist
OYeaniz,-itions in the search for the nreservation of peace.

280 Iran noted tl1at it,s support for tlJe .Asi;:: 2nd Pe,cific Centre for lTo!'"!en and
Development and its offer of support for the InternatioDe,l Institute for Research
and 'llraining for the Advancement of 'HoIT:en I,rere all part of an effort to promote
'i-TOlYi2n'S Darticination in international co-~oneration and the strenstheninr: of
international peace.

29, The Sudan in(hcated that the secret2.riat of T':c:8en t' S Affairs of the 8udEnese
Socialist U:nion and the Sudanese T-.!omen ~ s Union had established and reinforced
relations of solidarity and peace -;-::et-ueen Sudanese ,\Tomen and fcrdnist organizations
in friendly andbrothcY'ly countries thrcugh mcctinc::::::: and international and regional
conferences related. to the various problems that I,Tomen faced at present.

I/ Ibido p. 835.

/ ...
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IV. MEASURES RELATED TO SPECIFIC RIGHTS (articles 4 to 10)

Article 4 (and Convention on the '.'olitied Si(,hts of Homen, 1952)

(a) rPhe rip:ht to vote, ,including public referenda and eligibility for election

30. "'ost replies referred directly or indirectly to the equality of political
participation 2nd the right to vote. }funrolia and the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic stated that their constitution aEthorized political narticipation at
n(';e 18. Romania pointed to a. rece~t Im,r reinforcing the constitutional rie;hts
guaranteed in 1946. rrhe Central African :!Tl"'l.pire stated that the National Union of
I'!amen, lJhich included all of the '.,TOY?1.en in the country, permitted full partic ipation
of IlmInen in political life. Iran referred to special efforts to incre8.se the
participation of "mmen in political affairs.

(. ,
D)

31.

The rir;ht to hold Dublic office and to exercise public functions

Six member States 21 responded to this section.

32. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Penublic indicated that 38,233, or
~7.9 per cent, of the total number of members elected to all soviets were warneD.
Of the 430 members of the Suprene Soviet of the Ryelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, 159, or 37 per cent, "'ivere 1,'TOmen. IIhe secretary of the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet "FaS a vTOman, as "ras the De.:;mty Chairman of the COllDCil of ~'.1inisters.

FOEen cccupied n-:inisterial posts such as J-~hat of Hea1th, Education and Social
Helfare and held 63 per cent of the posts in r:overnmeDt ~ econoI:1.ic, co-operative
and other public organizations. They al~o held key posts in the StandinG Committee
on Homen and National life. In addition, 25.h ner cent of all judges and
48 per cent of all electecL officials of trade u~ions vere warneD.

33. The Central African Err~pire stated the vomen had -been and ':Tere Ministers of
Govf:rnment arc held other senior posts in both the public and private sectors.

34. Iran renorted t~at the efforts of the ~omen's Organization of Iran and the
Rastakhi Party had resulted in 2,885 vTomen runninE for office in local council
elections. ~ljlso out of a total party enrolrr,ent of 5,2 million, 1.11- million '..;rere
women and, of those 1.0 :0'1illion were rural \~TOFlen. At the national level two
I-vomen ,;rere members of the Political Bureau and five others '\-Tere on the Executive
Board of the party.

35. Mongolia stated that ·"omen cOl"prised 22 TIer cent of the membership of the
Great Peoples Kural, the supreme govermcenta.l body of the Fepublic, and 30 per cent
of the local bodies,

36, Romania noted that its electoral law 6,/19,4 further guaranteed the equality

~I Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ~ Central African Empire, Iran,
t'Iongolia, Romania and United States of AT'lerica.

I . ..
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of rie;hts contained in the constitution of 1946. The labour 1a"\'!8 also 8.ssureo"
'i>TOEeD the 82me ::ie:hts as men.

37. S:.'he United States of AA,erica indicG.ted a 10 'Per cent incree_se in the number
of ;~Tomen in state lee;islatures, vrhich DrouGht the over-roll percente-cre of the total
to ~1.1. Phile there were 18 'Homen in the Bouse of Hepresentatives of the Federal
Government, there "rere presently no '\'TQ.rn..en in the Sen:1te. Of President Carter' s
top apDoint~Ents, 13 per cent were wo~en and 16.9 per cent of the 154 sub-cabinet
appointments vrere 'I'Tomen durinp the first three !'1onths of his administration.
National organizations were trainin8 woren in the skill~ of modern c~npaignine for
public office and the President had indicated his strong support of equality
cet-:,!een y.Tomen and men.

Article 5 (and Convention on t1J.c TTationality of T:-1arried Honen, _~.?57)

32;. Two member States 2/ proviled infoYflation.

39. Greece reported that a speci~l committee ~ad heen appointed to look into the
rDatter of the nationality of married \'TOmen.

1-!-0. l1onfolia stated that '(-mmen had the same rights as men \dth refTard to
n8tionality. Article 101 of the fa."lily code st2"ted that in the case of ~arriac;e

oet,,-J8CD citizens and aliens, each retained his or her OvJn nationa.lity. Changes in
nationality ,,-rere effected only through the relevant legislation.

Article 6 I:and Copventi.0"~_S:lD CcnseQ:L!-::::"'_,~','l::~r..!i8.r:e5 -'.~:L'2..~nUT.1 Aee f0:c.
r'1arriar~~. ~2..':.~_3~r.:~~:~!:.Q:.tion of..~~[ir~i~p,es2-[l_~d tl~~::..

Supnlerrentary Convention on Sl[~very , the Slp_ve Trade
and Institu~ns -;n(j_"P!.8,ctices siTIilar 'to S~~~~ry)

~l. Four member States 10/ supplied information on one or more of the provisions
of this e.rticle.

1. Property rights and lepa1 capacity (paras. 1 (~) and 1 (~))

42~ Greece reported the estahlish~ent of a committee of la~~ers, vhich included
women, to look into necessary amendTIents to be nade in civil law, such as
provisions ruling relations betvleen husbands and. vlives and :narents and children.

43. Hongolia stated that '-JOmen had equal rights in civil lav and that property
acquired before T'~arriage remained individus,l 'i!hile pro:;:erty acquired after marrie.ge
'i>Jas ,j oint .

2/ Greece and ',lonf,olia.

10/ Greece _) Lebanon, Hongolia anc! United States of America

I, ..
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2. T~aw on novement of nersons (para. 1 C~:))

44. Lebanon reported that the Office of Public Security had issueo. a "1emorandum
cancelling the practice of preventing wives from travelling without their
husbands.

3. Free choice of spouse and~ free and full consent in marriai"e (para. 2 C,,))

45. Mongolia stated that at the age of 18 all citizens could enter marriage on the
basis of I:Tutual consent irrespective of differences in race, nationality, religion
or citizenship.

4. ~qual riGhts with men in marrlai"e ano. at its dissolution (para. 2 (~))

h6. I','~onfolia stated that fe.rnily lay! provided equal rirhts of 1,TomeD in marriage and
at its dissolution.

In. The United States of Americr. rel.orted the.t federal law had been che.nged~ to
mal~e divorced or separated 'domen \.·rho had been fDarrieC. to one l'!:sn for 20 years
eliGible for federal support ~ It also preventecc credit fraIn "being denied on the
grounds of sex and provicled t8.X relief for child--care expenses eveD "'I'Then they -uere
pro-vided by a family member. The Dep8Ttnent of Bealth 5 Education and Felfare ~

amoDg other activities, sponsored an international vyorking group' to consider the
theme 1'1'he role of GovernneEt and the f8I'lilyl1 and l'leld a conference on the S3.Y!',e
subj ect ~ It \'las also reDorted that most of the states had IT~a(le changes in their
divorce lao{s \·,rhich promoted equality between IT1en and \,,Tomen,

Article 7 (~~nal codes involving discYlwination)

48. The Sudan reported that article rh of its draft Constitution stated that
executicn should be postlJcned for two yeurs in the- case of pregnant VTOlY-en and
Dursinf mothers.

Article 8 (traf'fic in \>roT~]en anCt eXDloitation of -orost}tution of~_:ToF_en)

49. Romania stated that the present legisL,tion ,/as desiGned to prevent the
exploitation of 1>lOmen for prostitution.

50. The Sudan reported that a seminar ~:!as held at Khartoum to discuss measures to
eliminate prostitution. The f:,udanese ~'Tor,,:en 1 s Cnion and the l'Tinistry of Social
Affairs had participated.

! ...
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Article 9

5l.
this

Five member States 11/ provided information on the different provisions
article~

of

52. The responses gave a eIeHT inctication of the understanding of education as an
important meeDS for the eliRination of discriNination against women.

(al Equal condi tions of access to and stuihr in educational institutions of all
types, includinr; universities and vocationalo technical and nrofessional
schools

53. Australia reported that, -.;,:rith fel"; exceptions ~ all schools "Here coeducational
and that there was no discrimination in access to teachers, premises or equir-ment.
'?he Schools Corrtmission had conducted a study 1,Thich sho1/ed the.t tlJe main cause of
educational disadvantage anODV; F:;irls 1:128 socio-ccoYlomic. lFherefore the Department
of Education 'i'TaS establishing a \Vo:r:ren~s unit to assist in the develo-pment and revie;:,r
of policies of equality of opportunity. Compulsory education was in force for all
children up to the age of 15. As eo result of International Honen's Year, several
states had established cOffi.."Tlittees for study or in·-service programmes desip:ned to
eliminate sexual bias in educational activities. In higher education the percentage
of ,{omen receiving R,dvanced degrees had increased from 9.2 per cent in 1956 to
14.6 per cent in 19T4. At the Bachelor level, the increase had been from
21 per cent to 34.5 per cent.

54. Iran pointed out that T.T million students were attending schools and that
education was the largest single activity of the nation. Of t~e 300,000 persons
who had sat for university entrance exa~inations9 85,977 were WOflen~ Also,
universities were being asked to Bake certain that women accounted for 30 per cent
of 2.11 first-year students. fA recent educational conference had m.c:.de
~Lecolli:.'llendations "Thich included: a T/i-ider acceptance of coeducational schooling,
especi2.11y in secondary Gchools ,~, an increase in the female rr.emoers of the literacy
corps; the enforcement of compulDory schooling vd th eTIl.phasis on the inclus ion of
girls~ and the revision of secondary curricula to provide the skills needed in the
labour market.

55. Hongolia stated that equ2.1 rights in education Ttlere Guaranteed and that
)1,4 per cent of the persons ,v-ith secondary or higher education lTere Homen. In
addition 38.6 per cent of all scientists, 62 per cent of all honoured teachers,
46 per cent of honoured physiciar-:3 and 82 per cent of nediatricians 1fere lJomen.

56. The United States of America reported that the Educational Amenmhents Acts
of 1974 and 19T6 all contained titles and sections which had limited discrimination
in education at all levels and had provicl.ed a pasitive impetus tm·,rards greater
opportunity for "Tamen. The 1974 Acts contained the T}orr:en 18 Educational EQuity Act 5

11/ Australia, Iran, rlongolia, Sudan and United States of America.
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lilhich 'JaB one of tile most sirnificant. In the first year of its a:9plic,?ction,
actions had been taLen to enhance the caps..city of the eclucatioDA,l conrmnity to
resJ;onc_ to tte issues of equity relatinp to the ecIucG_tion of "'i;lOmen 8.DC1 girls.
In addition, the National Advisory Council on Homen 1 s Eoucational Pro("rammes
be.d -ueen crec.ted to e.c_vise top policy-ma}cers to de-velo:o criteria, and to mRJ:e
recmnnl.endations concerning the improvement of ed.ucation8.1 eQ.uity for \!OT!!en. frhe
Council had had sir,ni ficant influence on new legislation '("rhieb nou conte,ined
strong anti-discriQinatory provisions. Among other activities undertaken had
been the folloT,line:: preparHtion lJy the Commissior.:er of ::::ducatjon of a report on
sex discrirlination. in education; the 2"cti vi ties of the IYatiol1eLl Project on
Homen in ::=ducatian; and the 'idark of the TTo:ren I s Research GrouD and the :Sducption
[md TJorr-:. Group of the UatioDBl Institute of EducatioDe The 1.'Tational Council pould
study the Commissioner's report on Sex Discrimin2tion 2nd BPke reco~~er.dations for
action. The other progremmes involved resee.Tch, rer'ioDal consultat:.oDs, c::,dvisor:'I
services to institutions and c3.issenliDf,tion of information aimed 2~t the prorrotion
of greater eq~ality for women in education~

rehe. t'8.m~~.b.sdce of' curr-; cul8.~ the same exnmin?tions, te[1,cl:-linv staf'f of'
th.!:...... S2T[)::="_..~:tandard ano schoql :JreEdses .'""1110_ ecuipElcnt of tte SaFle 0uali ty
'rllether the institutions .'3.re coeducatio~l,~.l or no-:':'

57. Austre.lia stated. that the Technical and furthC'r ::Tcucation Co:rr'mission had
recoynmenaed a series of actions for wOI2en; s needs, including course de1relopment ~

counselling, schedule adjut1tment, de-centn\lization an 0. child-core faci.lities to
promote school attendance by Tlomen.

58. The United Ste<tes of pJllerica reported t:bat the Pederp.l Govc!'npent ~ under the
'\:!omen I s Education Equity Act, 'Fould nm,j fin8.DCe pro:'T2IT',_,·.l1es designed to eliyYI.inpte
textbooks ano. curricuIE \Ihich contain TYl.ate::",ial th2"t a/lversely affect occup8.tional
choices of girls.

(c) Equal opportunity to benefit fro~ ~si101arGbi~__anQ study ~r3nts

59. Australia provided statistics j.lhich deITLonstrated that its stud...·T fTants anG
scholarships "\-Tere approxinately enus.l in all fields exceT"t for the post-graduate
level 8.t \.-lhich fevT '·TOnCD. sou[ht enrolment.

(d) EClU2.1 opportunities for access to prograrrmes of _.~.ontinuiniT education,
including ,adult literacy prot~raPJr.es

60. Austr2,lia rel)orted theot the major problem of adult litere.c'i,T ~,T9S faced by non­
[nrIlish speaking migrants, aborigines, people living in rural ('me) isol8ted areas
and the physically and :nentally handica~c:red. In teJdnf ne1.,,- initiatives to deal
\.,,-ith those probler;ls the Governr::lent had found no c-iscriminRtion af,:ainGt TITOmen, -but
rather that, in spite of the cultural and soci31 det,errents D.OY!'!.8.l1y expected to
irnpede I'·articip8.tion, there vere man;l cases of Greater -partici1)8.t:ton b~r ~!Orle!l

than men.

/ ...
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61. Iran s-rateci t;:lat the Fare.h [-'ahlavi TTclfpre end Educntional Or[!anizatio!1 8nf
t~'1e ~:Tor.1en I S Orvar:ization of Iran llac:. develo,-,ed netl Torts of services ';>Thicb included
literpc~I traininr~~ centres i'or voc2,tio:rlF,J education, liTelfare services, health
services, family plar:::ning inform8,tion and devices, as iIell as lay-care centresw
\,r~lile trac1itiolJ.E':l skills uere tau[ht, tbe Greatest number of tr2ininr opportunities
for VOnlen ',TE':r:'e in the srea of ne1,r s:t:::ills. ~herefore, courses in auto r:,echanics,
electronics, televi:=::ion repair and food ::;rocessinp 9.nc~ preservinp: '\lere beir:::Q

""r, ·-:_"1.d "Tere 1;.rell aT-tended by 1-tor::.eD.

62. rr:hc S'~oan i~.ldicated the.t the ~1omenfs Cornmittee of the Surle.n.ese Socialist
Union [·nd the Sucle.nese iJoIT'en t s Union hs.d provided guidelines and "I·'o,.,.,ted "I·6th the
Office of T~duc2.tion to activHte \.mrL~ plan surveys, monitor activities 8Dfl launch
C2.~~ La en::1ar:.ce E1.'..·areness m!1.onf ,;\,omen in the field of litere.cy~ At
interrLedi;:::.te levels, ~uides had been trainec~, seminp,Ys held, surveys cODducted.,
e};hii:JJ~tio:Ls orpC'U';.izcd 8.nd classes 0'I';ened to prorr'.ote functionc~l liter8cy~ T.Tcr.' en
bZl.C:. i:::,(:c:~, directly involved in all of those activities. In c.o,dition, training
"';"<'2S '~)ei::1F civen to rur2.1 :':1iclldves, Dnd to Fomen in the fields of COl:llt1,ercp, ruyal
L'1[iustY'y, Bpriculturp..l extension Bile; other fields.. p" tr8ininp; serrinar :---'or rUT,"'l
\,..-orr:en~lpd been or[':e.nized by the l'hnistry of Social Affairs in collaboration FitL
tte :8conorr,ic CO%'J.ission for Africa and the Food ono. Agricultural Or@'aniza.tion of
the United !';ations. The Federal Republic of Gerl'lany and UNICEF ha.d contributec1
fin~ncial assistence. J-\ traininf and rel'labilit,ation centre for r::ir1s, p" social
centre for spreading ave.reness and consciousness, an educatioD.el proJect on
nutrition, and nurseries for ,,·mrkinr· L:lOrren he,d also been established. to deal
'Fi tb various TrT011:1.en 1 S problems ~

Article 10

63. Seven T'lember States 12/ :::;rovided information related to the di_::---'ferent
rrovisions of this articl;:-

1. I:Teasures to ensure to '.IOmen eaual rights '-Jith men ir:. the field of econoro.ic
w'1d social life, in "particular:

(2,) The right" \~Tit~~out discrimirla.tion on marital fTroul1G.G or any other
grounds, to rece-i,:"e vocational training" to Fork, to free cho"; ce
of profession and ercplo::.rm,c:nt" cu~d to professiona~~ and vocatiol1Bl
advcmcement

64. AustrE1Jia reported that Comrdttees on Discrimination in llirloyrnent and
Occupation had Deen established at the national and state levels~ Also, a
national employment and trainine system had been created vhich -,..Tas b8.sec1. on the
philosophy that trainillt, should be available on a full-time or part-ti~e hasis
to any person regardless of r2.ce or sexa That IJrocraITl.me 't-'cB beinF' carried out
8,t training centres, through corres:9ondence, or in industry ~

12! Austre,lia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Repuhlic, Greece, Iran,
:"!Onfol i e., , Sudan and United States of Americe..

/ ...
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65. ~he Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Rerublic stated that wome~ com~rised

53 per cent of the labour force and th.at special attention ,\,1a8 beinr: given by the
State to "l"mrking vJQllien 0

66, The Central African Empire stated that article 99 of the labour code allowed
VOIDeD access to all kinds of 'i-lOrk for vhich they "'i'1ere qualified. Those "'Tho did not
qualify under the above-mentioned article might be assisted by the National Chamber
of Commerce.

67. ~'.rongolia reported that vlOmen ' s participation in the economy had provided them
with material independence and helped increase their rarticiration in civil and
political activities. Women at present comprised 51 per cent of the agricultural
'.rorkers, 56 per cent of the educational employees and T3, 6 TIer cent of the health
workers. I~ the economy, as a whole, women represented 51 per cent of the employed
TIopulation,

68. The Sudan reported that article 53 of its draft Constitution assured adequate
[,uarantees for mothers and "'('lOrking 1·TQmen. Article 55 banned discrimination in
employment a~d salaries. Comprehensive programmes of trainin~ hud been undertaken
for T,..,rorcEn and girl::; in a variety of fields ranging from functional literacy to more
advanced development skills.

69. ?he United States of America indicated that the Comprehensive Emplo~nnent s.nd
rCraining Act had been a tool for increasing women f s participation in the labour
force. t'!hile there had been a 74 per cent increase in the number of women
apprentic es for skilled trades, "'(.,romen only represented 1.2 per cent of all
apprentices. Both the amendments of the Vocational Education Act 9 vrhich came into
force in 19TT, and the Comprehensive Training Employment and Training Act of 1913
had contributed to the elimination of discriminatory ~ractices and the obtaining of
non-traditional labour market opportunities for women. The Women's Bureau of the
Department of Labour had also influenced policies vhich increased employment
opportunities for women. The 25-year work pattern indicated a dramatic increase in
the participation of ~2rried women in the labour force. The traditional family
'"..Tith a working husband and a home-maker ,~Tife had dropped from being 56 per cent of
all families 25 years ago to 34 per cent at present,

70. The International Association for Social Pror,ress re~orted that it had been
actively working on the implementation of the Declaration on the EliEination of
Discrimination against Women, using the various resolutions adopted by the Council
of Europe dealing with women's rights. In a number of countries it had stressed
the access to employment and to vocational education in the implementation of those
resolutions.

(0) The right to equal remuneration with men and to equa1 it;y of treatment in
respect of work of equal value

71. Australia reported that both Federal and State Governments had changed
legislation on minimum v.lages and industrial arbitration and conciliation la11Ts in
order to implement the prine iple of equal pay for equal I·lork. All Governments had

/, ..
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stated their
assert their

support
su-pport

for
for

that principle.
equal r.ay in any

All Governments were also req~ired

lacour case where they intervened.
to

72. Gr~ece indicated that article 22, r-arasraph 1 of its Constitution stated that
all l"rorkinr people irrespective of sex s}1ould be entitled to eq.ual pay for equal
I'TOrs. •

73. '·Iongoli,c rerorted thet it Has presently implementinc; the legally established
rie;ht to equal ray for equal Hork. Arti.cle 99 of the Criminal Code made it illegal
to limit the access of "Tomen to educational institutions or work.

(c) ~.1::e.J_0ht_~.!eave ,dth :oav, rp~irem~I1_~]1rivile,o:e_~!'c~prqyision for
~~~~!ity in respe~ct of ~nem12..:l:.oym~pt. sicl{ness, old _':1:.r~__~L'?tt~E.
incapacitv to Hork

7Ie. Australia indicated that unemployment benefits Here naid to both men and Homen
under the SaJl1e conditions. Sickness benefits "Here payable to a I,millan only if her
husband '.-ras not able to sUPPol~t her. Government retirement benefits Y.rere pay,~~ble

to women at aCe 60 and to men at age 65 under the same requirements. Private
pension systems tended to ray women less because of their longer life eXBectancy.
T,\Tidm·Ts' :pension rec i:r:dents included vmmen ~,rho had been comr:lon-·la11 \ITives ~ "'ramen ~{ho

h8,d been deserted? and I,romen Ttrhose husbands ~·!ere in prison or in mental hospitals.
The majority of social security recipients were v~men~ though they tended to receive
10\ver r~ayments because they had had 8. more interrupted -':"rorking life and therefore
-paic fe'Jer contributions.

750 i-Iongolia stated. that \·romen had the same riGhts as TIleD with respect to social
insurance and the age of eligibility for old,~a8'e nensions. Those pensions vere
paid to men at age 60 \-,rith 25 years of \!!ork 2,ncl to ",,'ramen at age 55 after 1fJOrking
20 years, Both men and \'TOmen received their })PDsions earlier if they 1<lorked. under
unhealthy or difficult conditions. In additioD 9 women who had had and had raised
four or more children '\,;e1'e entitled to a pension at the age of 50 ,v-ith 15 years of
T,·Torl: .

76. ~he United States of J\1nerica reported legal and administrative changes} as ,·rell
as Judicial decisions 1!Jl1ich have equalized social security benefits for 'Homen.
Other sex~related differences were actively being revised by the courts and by
administrative entities vJhose recommendations T.feTe submitted to the Conr:ress. In
addition~ there "rere programmes such as L'Aid to Families vith Dependent Children i1

which provided assist~Dce for poor and usually one~parel1t famili~s, and the \1Y'!ork
Incentive Prograrnrne H which :provided services to assist the poor to obtain training
and employment. Of the recipients of the latter 72 per cent were women and
61-1-.7 per cent of those for l.1"hom employrllent '\Tas obtai~ed were \.Tomen.

(d) ~E~~jght to receive f~~~ly allowa~~es o~eequal terms with men

77. Australia stated th8.t family allowances had been increased~ especially to poor
families and that payments were mClde directly to the "rife or the person T"rith
custody of the cfJildren v.rithout re8ard to sex. Only 'i-TOmen could rec eive sine;le-
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parent family benefits, but there were other benefits for children and for sole
:parents that v.!ere payable regardless of sex. r::here were also tax allO'i'JaDces and
rebates provided in addition to family alluHances. Special benefits i.-rere available
in a number of circumstances, such as those to unmarried mothers~ ]80p1e \"ith
invalid parents and migrants. In all cases those benefits were payable to the
person providing custody regardless of sex.

2. Measures to prevent women 1 s dismissal in the event of marriage and maternity
and to provide paid maternity leave with the guarantee of returning to former
emnloynent.- and to provide the n;c eBsary -;;;;; i~.l_ Berv_i"-~inciudinf,-child:..car~
fac ilities

78. Australia stated that maternity benefits were a lump-·sum payment and that
there were a variety of other benefits, for exanple to unmarried nothers in the
12-11eek period before confinement and for 6 weeks afterwards.

79. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic reported that mothers might have
raid leave for up to one year to care for a child and there were special benefits
for VOIDeD who had many children.

80. Iran stated that its rural cultural centres provided educational, recreational
and child-care services for 'Homen. TT"renty-four thousand j six hundred and
thirty~five children were presently being Rttended~ allowing their mothers to work
or study.

81. ~~neolia indicated that pregnant wonen and nursing mothers could not be
dismissed, perform night work or overtime and were transferred to lighter work
\'vithout loss of pay. I'.fomen received 45 days' leave aefore and 56 days' leave
after childbirth. In case of complications or multiple births that might be
extended to 70 days. Nursing mothers "Tere given one-hour or tvTO-·hour breaks during
the day at full pay. ~dditional leave at reduced pay was granted for the care of
children up to the age of six months. 'There 'flaS a state system of maternity and
child nrotection including pre-school education which had hundreds of branches
tbrour;hout the country. Article 102 of the labou.r code also allm<led pregnant "(<lomen
and single mothers ,·tith young children to stay at sanatoria and rest homes vith
assistance frou social insurance schemes.

"

~. lleasures talcen to protect 'VTomen in certain types of vJorl~_'l for reasons inherent
in their physical nature

82. ~funy Governments referred to progra~mes that would provide the educational
health and other social benefits that "'\:-Tould facilitate the incorporation of "mmen
into the work force. Most of these efforts have been covered under other parts of
the report. EO~Jever, the United States of America referred specifically to a
conference entitled "Homen in the l;!ork Place", held in 1976 by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health) Ivhich was designed to identify those
occ 1;Tations that have an ad-verse effect on 'twrnen) especially those of child-bearing
age and to ensure that protecting women does not lead to discrimination aGainst
them. Other programmes involved cancer~ teen-age preznancy~ drug and alcohol abuse]
and the prevention and control of rape and 1,Tere designed to provide the research and
services needed by "JOillen for productive healthy lives ~


