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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On l§ November 1976, the General Assembly adopted resolution 31/13 concerning
co-operation between the United Yations and the Orranization of African Unity ".iU)
Pararraphs 5, 6 and 7 of that res~lutiocn read as follows:

"The Gererel Asscmbly,

"S. Requests the Secretary-~General to continue to take the necessary
measures to strengthen co-operation at the political, economic, cultural and
administrative levels between the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, particularly with regard to the provision of assistance to the
victims of colonialism and apartheid in southern Africa, and, in this
connexion, draws attention to the Assistance Fund for the Struggle against
Colonialism and Apartheid established by the Organization of African Unity;

"6. Draws once again the attention of United Nations bodies, in
particular the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the Special
Committee against Apartheid, the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the United Nations Council for Namibia,
to the continued need to take effective measures to associate closely the
Organization of African Unity regularly with all their work concerning Africas;

"7. Invites the specialized agencies and other organizations concerned
within the United Nations system to continue and intensify their co-operation
with the Organization of African Unity;".

2. In paragraph 8 of that resolution, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submit to it at its thirty-second session a report on the
implementation of the resolution and on the development of co-operation between OAU
and the organizations concerned within the United Nations system.

3. The present report is submitted in accordance with this request of the General
Assembly. It is based on contributions received from United Nations offices? the
specialized agencies and other organizations concerned within the United Nations
system. It deals with actions taken since the last report of the Secretary-General
on the subject (A/31/217).

L, Other reports submitted to the General Assembly under related items of the
agenda contain detailed information on action taken by the Secretary-General and by
the bodies concerned in response to the relevant resolutions. Particular reference
is made in this connexion to the report of the Secretary-General (A/32/87 and
Add.l), submitted in accordance with resolution A/31/30, concerning th? )
implementation, by the specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations, of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (resolution 1514 (XV) of

14 December 1960).
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IIT. CO-OPERATION WITH REGARD TO THE SITUATION
Il SOUTHERN AFRICA

A. Office for Inter-Agency Affairs and Co-ordination

12. In March 1977, representatives of the organizations of the United Nations
system held a meeting with a representative of OAU, in accordance with Economic
and Social Council resolution 1892 (LVII) of 1 August 1974. The meeting reviewed
the activities relating to the implementation of General Assembly resolution
151% (XV) and other relevant United Nations resolutions with a view to achieving
the effective co-ordination of those activities.

B. Division of Human Rights

13. 1In response to an invitation addressed to it in accordance with Economic and
Social Council resolution 1159 (XLI) of 5 August 1966, OAU arranged for a
representative to participate as an observer at the thirty-third session of the
Commission on Human Rights, held at Geneva from T February to 11 March 1977. In
addition, the following national liberation movements 2/ were also represented
at the Commission's session: African National Council of Zimbabwe and South-West
Africa People's Organizations. In accordance with the same resolution, QAU was
also invited to send a representative to participate in the thirtieth session of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
held at Geneva from 15 August to 2 September 197T.

1L, The Division of Human Rights has continued its consultations with OAU officials
in the preparation of various studies and reports relating to human rights and,
in particular, the right of colonial peoples to self-determination and independence.

15. The OAU was invited, if it wished to do so, to report to the Commission on
Human Rights, at its thirty-fifth session, on efforts made with a view to marking
the thirtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

C. Department of Political and Security Council Affairs

16. The Special Committee against Apartheid has continued to maintain close
co-operation with OAU, which is represented in the Committee as an observer.

17. In pursuance of General Assembly resolution 31/6 G of 9 November 1976, the .
Special Committee organized, in consultation with OAU, a World Conference for Action
against Apartheid at Lagos from 22 to 26 August 1977. The Chairman and the
Administrative Secretary-General of OAU, the Chairman, the Executive Secretary

2/ Unless otherwise indicated, the liberation movements mentioned in this
report are those recognized by OAU.
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for the Placement and Education of African Refugees. A representative of OAU
attends meetings of the Advisory Ccmmittee on the Programme in an observer capacity.

D. Department of Political Affairs, Trusteeship and Decolonization

26. The Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Pepples
and the Untied Nations Council for Namibia continued to maintain a close
relationship with OAU during the period under review. Both the Special Committee
and the Council received the full co-operation of the Executive Secretary of OAU
to the United Hations, who actively participated in the related work of the two
bodies and their respective subsidiary organs in accordance with established
practice.

A joint endeavour of the United Nations and OAU was the International
Conference in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia which was held at
Maputo from to 21 May 1977. The Conference was attended by delegations from
92 Member States, five national liberation movements, five observer missions and
27 intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

28. Both the Special Committee and the United Nations Council for Namibia were
represented at the meeting of the OAU Co-ordinating Ccmmittee for the Liberation
of Africa, held at Luanda in June 1977. Furthermore, the two bodies were
represented at the twenty-ninth ordinary session of the Council of Ministers and
the fourteenth Assembly of Heads of State and Govermment of OAU, held at
Libreville in June and July 1977.

29. The question of the formulation and provision of concrete programmes of
assistance by the United Nations and the specialized agencies to the liberation
movements and the peoples of colonial territories, particularly those of Zimbabwe
and Namibia, continued to be of special concern to the Special Committee and the
United Nations Council for Namibia.

E. Economic Commission for Africa

30. With particular reference to the provision of assistance to the victims of
colonialism and apartheid in southern Africa, ECA proposes to carry out an itinerant
workshop for trainers in programmes to improve the quality of rural life for newly
liberated areas. The co-operation of OAU will be sought in this endeavour.

F. United Nations Industrial Development Organization

31. UNIDO is currently reviewing its prograwme of assistance to Namibia and will
eventually discuss it with OAU. Representatives of national liberation movements
in Namibia and Southern Rhodesia have been invited to participate in the second
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future civil service. Today, the Institute is operational with 100 students
enrolled and many faculty members have been recruited.

38. Co-orperation between UNIDP and OAU is expected to be further intensified
following the recent approval by the Governing Council of UNDP of $6 million to
respond to the rapidly increasing humanitarian needs of African liberation
movenments. In addition to this, UNDP is administering a trust fund of $4 million
which has been established within the Programme by voluntary contributions from a
number of States.

I. World Food Programme

39. The Executive Director and Officers of WFP have held discussions with
representatives of the liberation movements on various occasions during the period
under review. Awmong other matters, procedures and conditions governing WFP aid
wvere explained. A Senior Adviser of WFP in Lusaka was appointed to act as liaison
officer responsible for co-operation with liberation movements in the area.

40. Two projects are currently under consideration to provide food aid to
displaced persons from Zimbabwe and Namibia who are living in settlement camps in
Zarbia. These have involved discussions with the host Government, OAU and
representatives of the Zimbabwean African Peoples Union and the South-West African
People's Organization.

J. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

L41. OAU was represented at the twenty-seventh session of the Executive Committee
of the High Commissioner's Programme, held in October 1976. At the request of the
Director of the OAU Bureau for Placement and Education of African Refugees, UNHCR
placed an official at the disposal of the Bureau to assist it in providing
oprortunities to individual refugees.

L2. As regards the protection of refugees, UNHCR maintained close contact with
OAU with a view to promoting further accessions by its Member States to relevant
international legal instruments, principally the Convention relating to the Status
of Refugees of 1951 L/ and the Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees

o€ 1967 5/ and the OAU Convention Governing Specific Aspects of the Froblem of
Fefugees in Africa of 1969. 6/

L4/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, Wo. 2545, p. 137.
5/ Ibid., vol. 606, No. 8791, p. 26T7.

é/ Or=anization of African Unity, Council of Ministers, eleventh session,
Algiers, September 1968, document CM/228, annex II, p. 1.
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43. Upon the request of the Government of Angola and in response te the High
Commissioner's appeal of 23 August 1976, OAU contributed $13,2LL,000 towards the
United Nations programme of humanitarian assistance to Angola.

L4, UNHCR has strengthened its relations with African liberation movements.

Three of these movements, the African National Congress of South Africa, the
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania and the South West African People's Organization
of Hamibia, were represented at the twenty-seventh session of the Executive
Committee. At the request of the liberation movements concerned, UNHCR assisted
in the transfer of Soweto students from countries bordering on South Africa to
other countries in Africa. It also prepared an emergency relief programme for
refugees from Zimbabwe in Zambia and provided Namibian in Angola with
medical

K. International Labour Organisation

45. ILO/OAU co-operation has continued, particularly in the matter of assistance
to African liberation movements. Throughout the year, there have been numerous
exchanges and contacts between representatives of the two organizations at the
highest level. In March 1977, the Deputy Director-General of the International
Labour Office, accompanied by the Regional Director for Africa, met the Executive
Secretary of the OAU Liberation Committee at Dar-es-Salaam and discussed with him
possible joint action by the two organizations to aid African liberation
movements, particularly those of Namibia and Zimbabwe.

L6. Through the good offices of the OAU Refugee Bureau, the ILO has been in
contact with representatives of SWAPO with a view to inviting Namibian nationals
to attend an accelerated training course in labour administration at Geneva.
Contacts have also continued at Geneva and in Africa with representatives of
SWAPO and of the Zimbabwe liberation movements, with the aim of finalizing a more
detailed programme of technical assistance in several fields.

47. The International Institute for Labour Studies contributed to ILO/OAU
co-operation by arranging a regional seminar on the subject of the economic and
social development of southern Africa, which took place from April to 24 June
1977 successively at Lusaka, Nairobi and Geneva. Nationals of RBotswana, Zimbabwe,
Hamihia, Lesotho and South Africa attended this seminar, which was held in close
co-operation with OAU. The seminar enabled participants, most of whom had been
chosen from the liberation movements and with their consent, to study intensively
the various of the economic and social development of the countries of

southern Africa.

L8. The ILO has recently published a report on discrimination in employment in
Namibia. This is the first document of its kind and was submitted as a working
document to the Intermational Conference in Support of the Peoples of Zimbabwe and

MTamibia held at Maputo in May 1977.
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9. Chronic trade deficit

The Comoros also have a deficit economy in that they have regularly imported
more than they exported, at least for the past 20 years. Although exports have
progressed fairly steadily, the over-all trade deficit rose gradually from about
$530,000 in 1956 to over $14.7 million in 1974. The trade coverage ratio of
exports to imports dropped over the same period from about T8 per cent to about
37 per cent. A significant factor in this growing trade deficit has been the
increasing dependence on imported rice as a staple food-stuff.

B. Post-independence developments

1. MNew economic, social, financial and administrative problems

34, A newly independent country inheriting such a complex of problems would in
any case find it difficult to make rapid social and economic progress, at least
without substantial external assistance. In the case of the Comoros, however,
the new country has had to deal with several additional serious problems within
the first two years of its independence.

35. The General Assembly has recognized that the new State of the Comoros
comprise the four islands of Grande-Comore, Anjouan, Mayotte and Mohéli. It has
not been possible for the Government of the Comoros to bring the island of Mayotte
within the jurisdiction and the economy of the new State because of a continuing
dispute with France over Mayotte's political status. The Government emphasized
to the Mission that, apart from the political aspects of the problem, the
continued separation of Mayotte from the rest of the islands constituted a serious
obstacle to the economic integration and development of the State.

36. The Government informed the Mission that, immediately after the Comoros'
declaration of independence on 6 July 1975, France terminated its financial aid
to the Comoros' recurrent budget. This aid had amounted to 41 per cent of that
year's budget. The sudden cessation of a major source of finance presented a
serious financial crisis for a poor country with very limited material and
financial resources.

37. The financial problem was greatly worsened when, on 28 November 1975, France
announced that all French officials would be withdrawn; they left on 15 December.
In addition, all French financial support for government services in the Comoros
was then terminated. Most key services were left largely or wholly unstaffed and
developmental activities were halted. In some cases, essential services were
paralysed. Only the staff of the Caisse centrale de coopération économique
remained, to administer the currency system.

38. The next problem arose from the urgent repatriation of about 17,000 Comorians
from Madagascar in January 1977. Besides the administrative effort of absorbing
and resettling an instant increase of 6 per cent in the population, the Government
has been obliged to continue paying monthly subsistence allowances to the

/Qoo












A/32/207
English
Page

78. Through its regional office at Accra, FAO assisted OAU during the past year in
a number of specialized areas in the context of the control and eradication of
plant and animal diseases. A regional project on tick-borne cattle diseases and
tick control was completed in December 1976. At the request of the OAU
Inter-African Bureau of Animal Research, FAO is considering the establishment of
regional centres to ensure the continuity of the work started by the regicnal

project.

I. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

T9. UNESCO has been represented at many meetings organized by OAU dealing with
subjects related to its programme. In this context, the Director-General personally
attended the fourteenth OAU summit held at Libreville from 2 to 5 July 1977.

80. UNESCO assisted OAU in reorganizing its conference services. To this end, it
made experts available to OAU on short-term assignments and provided training for

an OAU official.

81. Also within the framework of its regular programme, UNESCO has continued to
co-operate with the OAU Centre d'études linguistiques et historiques par tradition
orale at Hiamey by means of a research contract and by supplying equipment.

J. World Health Organization

82. WVHO has continued its co-operation with OAU in a number of fields, including
the joint OAU/FAO/WHO Regional Food and Nutrition Commission for Africa. WHO
maintains a staff member on this project and the more significant steps taken have
been the preparation of food and nutrition summaries covering the majority of
countries in the Africa region.

83. The WHO Regional Ccmmittee, at its twenty-sixth session, stressed the need for
the development of pharmaceutical industries in Africa. In the light of this,
discussions have taken place between OAU, the African Development Bank, WHO, ECA
and UNIDO. Following those discussions it was decided that a feasibility study
should be undertaken and the terms of reference for the study were completed in
April 1977 by a consultant mutually agreed to by the organizations concerned.

8L4. WHO, in collaboration with OAU and FAO, has been involved in the organization,
at Nairobi in September 1977, of a joint FAO/OAU/WHO leadership training seminar on
African Trypanosomiasis, originally recommended by the OAU/International Scientific
Council for Trypanosomiasis Research and Control (ISCTRC). In addition, the
OAU/ISCTRC meeting on trypanosomiasis, held at Banjul, Gambia, in April 1977, was
attended by several WHO staff members from the WHO Regional Office in Brazzaville
and from the WHO headquarters in Geneva.

85. WHO is in continuous contact with OAU concerning the development and support
of research activities in Africa, including the planning of an OAU/WHO seminar on
goitre and the formulation of a project for the establishment of a school hygiene
service in the Comoros.

[ov.
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86. In this context, WIO in contact with the OAU Health Bureau with a view to
having that body present fic regional programmes to the appropriate political

levels of OAU. It is hored that this will lead to more active representation by
WHO in the OAU Council of Ministers and OAU representation in the meetings of the
IO Regional Committee for Africa, so that matters of common interest can be
elatorated in the decision-making process.

K. Vorld Bank

&T. During the period under consideration, the Bank's staff continued to benefit
fror formal and informal exchange of views with the OAU staff, through meetings at
the OAU head office in Addis Ababa, during missions in various countries and at
various interagency meetings. The Annual Meeting of the Bank provided a similar
onportunity.

I.. International Monetary Fund

88. OAU was invited to attend in an observer capacity the annual meeting of the
Board of Governors of IMF, held at Manila in October 1976. A Fund representative
participated in the meeting of representatives of United Nations organizations and
agencies with a representative of the secretariat of OAU, held at Paris in

ldarch 1977.

M. Universal Postal Union

89. OAU has been invited to participate in several meetings of UPU, including the
meeting of its Executive Council, held at Berne from 12 to 18 May 1977. In
addition, arrangements have been made to associate OAU with the periodic meetings
of UPU and the African regional organization concerned with technical co-operation.

M. International Telecommunication Union

90. The Co-ordinating Committee for the implementation of the Pan-African
Telecommunication Iletwork is composed of OAU, ECA, the African Development Bank and
ITU. The Committee met at Geneva in May 1976 and its recommendations towards the
implementation of the Pan-African Telecommunication Network and the developmeqt of
telecormunications in Africa were submitted to and supported by the OAU Council of

Ilinisters.

91. ITU continued to be invited to all major meetings of OAU and was represented
at the twenty-sixth session of the OAU Council of Ministers and at other meetings.
In addition, ITU has actively participated in preparatory activities and meetings,
such as the sessions of the Steering Committee of the Pan-African Telecommunication
Union (PATU), held in Addis Ababa in August 1976. Advice was given in the
formulation of a Draft Convention for PATU, which was prepared along the lines of
the ITU Convention. ITU was also invited to participate in the Conference of

[on











