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INTERNAT'IOlIAL COVElIAIITS ON HilllAN RIGHTS

status of the International Covenant on Economic~ Social
and Cultuo:,,:l "Fi v,hts , the I~_ternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri~ht8

Report of the Secretary-General

~. The General Assembly by its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966
adopted and opened for signature, ratification or accession the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, and expressed the hope that the Covenants and the
Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded to without delay and would
come into force at an early date. The Assembly also requested the Secretary-General
to submit to its future sessions reports concerning the state of ratifications of
the Covenants and of the Optional Protocol. In response to that request, reports
on the status of the International Covenants and the Optional Protocol have been
submitted annually to the General Assenwly since its twenty-second session in 1967.

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were opened for signature at New York
on 19 December 1966. In accordance with their respective provisions, ~j the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entered into force
on 3 January 1976, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered
into force on 23 /·1arch 1976, three months after the date of deposit with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty··fifth instrument of
ratification or accession, and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, having received the required number of ratifications
or accessions, entered into force simultaneously with that Covenant on 23 March 1976.

" A/32/150.

1/ Article 27 of the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
article 1>9 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 9 of the
Optional Protocol.
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3. ;~,y its resolution 31/86 of 13 DecernIJer 1976,; the General Asse:G1bl~l;, .ip~~r_~d-_~8_~

YTelcomed vdth deep satisfaction the entry into force of" the:: Coven<::,:lts and the
Optional Protocol as a major step in the interllati~Ji.1al E;ffo~('ts to promott': uni1Ters2.1
respect for aDd o0servanc~ of human rights and fund~iental freeLO~G; invited once
agEiYl all States to becor~le parties to the Intel~i."l;3,ticr'pl Coven;:1nt on Economic'l Sccial
and Cultura.l RiGhts ~ the IDtern.e~tional Covenant OD Civil and Political Hights and
the Optional Protocol thereto; a.nd reques-ted tl:e fJecretal'y·~·Ceneral to submit to the
_Assembly at its thirty-,seconcl session a I"c};:'ort on the status of the Inter:nati.oru;:,l
Covenants and the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.

4. As at 1 SepteIilber 1977 J the Covenant. on Econoi.'nic ~ Soci~,l and Cultural Rights
had been ratified or acceded to by 46 St2.tes ~_ the Coven,'mt Oil Civil and. Political
}',ights had been ratifi.ed. or scceded to b~r 44 States:; and the OptioIlal Protocol to
the (;ovenant on Civil and Folitical Eicrhts had. been ratified or acceded to by
16 States. 1::1 addition) 56 ftates I'}[;,d'--'sl[.:ned the Covengi1t on F:;conorD.ic ~ Social and
Culturill RiGht:. ~ 55 States had siGned the Covenant on Civil ana_ Political Rights;
and 22 St ates had signed the C)pt ion21 Protocol to the Covenant on Ci"'ITil and
Political B.i{)ltS. 2/ The lis"s of States 'which have sir"necL~ r&tified or accecled to
the Covenants and the Optional Protocol ~ as '\fell as th; dates of their signc"tu:res ~
ratificatione or accessions') may be found in 8.nnexes I to III belo"\.v,

5~ Upon ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rishts;
the Govermnents of Denmark~ Finland~ Germany; Federal Republic of] Norway, Sweden
and the Dnited Kingdom have made the declaration provided for under article ~·l of
tr.lat Covenant" recognizinG the competence of the FUt1an Pir,:hts Cor:~T!littee ~ esta,blished

'5:../ Including the signature of both Covenants ano. the Optional Protocol on
behalf of the Republic of China on 5 October 1967. It vli11 -be recalled th8.t ~ by
its resolution 2758 (;:XVI) of 25 October 1971, the Gene"'al Asse",bly decicled:

if Q •• to restore all its rights to the People; s republic of ChiDa and to
recognize the representatives of its Gover~~ent as the only legitimate
representatives of China to the United }\Tations, and to expel forthuith the
representatives of Chie.ng Kai·,.ghek from the plgce \.rhieh they unla\.-!fully
occupy at the United liations and iD 8,ll the organizations related to it."

By a note dated 25 Septer:1ber 1972 ~ addressed to the Secretary-General ~ the J-.Ji!1ister
for Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China stated~ iP~er al~~:

"As from l October 1949, the day of the founding of the People's TIepublic of
China;; the Cl1iang Kai-shek clique has no right at all to represent China. Its
sisnature and ratification of~ or accession to, any multilateral treaties by
usurping the name i Chine, ~ are all illeg8"1 and null and void. ~'-.ly Goverill!lent
lirill s·tudy these iYlultilateral treaties before ma-lIine: a decision in the liEht of
the circUll1stances 3:3 to vlhether or not they should be acceded to. 11

For further information, see I:Iultilateral Tre?cties iE,respect of lJ:lich the
Secret.a;Y-·Generai--~";:f~-Depo~it-a-ry Fu;;ction~-:-Li-~~t-"Zf&-i~l1ature~·~--,~at-i flcatic-ns,
Accessions" etc: ~ as O"p 31 r~-c-eillt~e;: 19'f6(Unit~~G. Fati;;~s ~oublication" Sele-s
No. E. TT .11 • T) . ---,-- -,---
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under article 28 of the Covenant) to receive and consl'ier COlfLfllunications to the
effect tJwt a ~·:;tate part:,r clair:s ths,t c_l1otl1er State party is not fulfilling its
obli,3ci,tions under the Covenant ~ IJ:.1he Cor~:IQittee shall be comnetent to exercise the
functicus pruviCied for uncter article 41 -iben E.t least 10 St~tes p8,rties to the
COY2.':.1E..Qt have made such c.eclar~,i;l.:.io:"':IS.

6. In accordance I,:rith the IJrovisions of articles 28 -l~o 32 of the International
Coven2·.l1t on Civil and Political B.ights, the Sts,tes parties to th&.t Covenant held
their first meeting at United Nations Headquarters on 20 September 1976 and elected
the 18 me:~:lbers of "Ghe HUT:lan Rights Cor.illlitt~e from a list of- persons nominated by the
States parties. T'he States parties at the first meetin::; also decided that the terj.n
of office of the members of t~le Cor:u:dttee ,should begin on 1 January 1977. In
accordance witl: article 32 paragraph l~ of the Coven0~t~ the members of the
Comnittee aye elected for a ternl of four years. Hovever, in pursuance of the same
provision) iW2l2iiately after the first election~ the nemes of nine members were
chosen by lot by the ChaiTman of the first meeting. The terms of those nine members
sbed.l expire at the e:od of b>!o years. ~. list of the meE'.Ders of the COIT.:mittee and
the (lutes on 10Jhich their terms of office shall ex.pire is contained in annex IV
belmr. ]/

T. TJ.1e Human Rights COlrrrnittee held its first session at United nations
rieadlluarters from 21 I''Iarcn to 1 A.pri2 1977 and its second session at the United
Nations Office at Geneva from II to 31 August 1977. In accordance with article 45
of the International CoveD8~nt on Civil and Political Rights') the C01mnittee she.ll
sU·::':.lInitits first am:lual report to the General }\"'ssembly at its thirty··,second session,
through the ECOllONic anG Social Council) covering the activities of the Committee
at its two sessions held in 1977. ~

]/ For the decisions of the States parties to the Covenant, see: Tnternational
Cove~~lt qn Civil and Politicc>.l Rights ~ Official Record.s: First Meetinp; of States
D +" ,,"" ('''FR/"D/7).L. ~vle.s ~ .ueClSlons ,-,C ._, '-...l. •

4/ Official Records of the General_Assembly, Thirty::~~cond Session,
§uppl-;;menti:o~-4~ (132744).
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~,~~,~ oi~...:?t,8,t~~__~:T~~J..£0~:?~e s.i:~E~_q.-cL_.I'~ti(~~~"-.?r _~~.£ede_~~_
the Intcrn.stionEl Covenant on :::ccnomic _ Social and--_.._--_.. " .._-~---,--- - .-,,---._-_..._-,.__._--" -,-_.-._- :~--_ ..,;:-~_._-------

Cultilral ;.\l?'hts

State

:~lF-;eria

Arc:entina

Australia

Austria

Barbados

Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Canada

Chile

China El
Colonbia

Costa Rica

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Denmark

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Finland

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

Guinea

~ Accession.

El See foot-note 2 above.

Date of
si;,~~!.~'c_~e

10 Decepl.oer 19613

19 February 1968

16 December 1972
10 December 1973

10 December 1968

3 October 1968

19 .;arch 1968

16 Septelilber 1969

21 December 1966

19 December 1966

9 January 1967

7 October 1968

20 ''larch 1968

29 September 1967

4 August 1967

21 September 1967

11 October 1967

27 !larch 1973

9 October 1968

28 February 1967

Date of receipt of
the instrvx1ent of
;~tificatlon or-
.-~.-""-~-_._-'-' ---
accession--_..- .._---

10 Dececwer 1975

5 January 1973 ~

21 September 1970

12 November 1973

19 Hay 1976 9!
10 February 1972

29 October 1969

29 November 1968

2 April 1969

23 December 1975

6 January 1972

6 !larch 1969

19 August 1975

8 November 1973

17 December 1973
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St~J~~·e

GUYdna

Honduras

n:ungaxy

Iceland

IrGn

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

J81"rJ.aica.

JorCian

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia

Libyan Arab JWEahiriya

Luxembourg

Io'Tadagascar

l'1a1i

Malta

Nlongolis.

I"lorocco

;-retherlands

New Zealand.

Norway

Panam.a

Peru

PhiliPIJines

Poland

Date of

22 August 1968

19 DeceriJ.ber 1965

25 Uarch 1969

30 Decem.be:t 1968

4 April 1968

10 Fe11YUar:;r 1969

1 October 1973

19 Decelilber 1966
18 January 1<;67

19 December 1966

30 June 1972

18 April 1967

26 )'ToveD,ber 1974

14 April 19'(0

22 October 1968

5 June 1968

19 January 1977

25 June 1969

12 November 1968

20 T-'larch 1968

27 July 1976

11 August 1977

19 December 1966

2 j\iarch 196'(

15 Y08YUayy 1977

21~ June 1975

3 October 1975

28 I'~ay 1975

1 day 1S72 ~!

3 HoveID.f.Jer 1972 ?:I

15 l,jay lenD ",/

22 Sept. enbe::c 1971

16 July 197~ .'!:!

12 Decer:iber 1973 a/

18 November 1074

13 3eptew~er 1972

8 T"iarch 1977

7 June 1974

18 Narch 19'17

I •••



Senega,}

Spain

Surinam

Sy:r-ian Arab Repub1j.c

Tunisi3

UkrainiRD Soviet
SociDliEt J~epublic

Union of Soviet Socialist
n ., 1 .
c~,_epUD.-!.-lCG

United Kinc;d.oT'l of Great
Britain and }'Torthe::-D
Ireland.

United Pepu-blic of iJ.'a,nzaniG.

Urliguay

Venezuela

Yugosla"iria

Zaire

Date of

"7 Octcber 1976

27 June 1°68

28 September 1975

29 September 1967

30 April 1968

20 Liarch 1968

18 Larch 1968

16 Sept.ember 1968

21 February 1967

24 June 1969

8 AU!just 1967
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Date of' receint of---_._- -~..'._- ~"---"-
the iIlstl~U!Jler::t of-,-------,-,--,-,._-
r~::..tifi.cation aT
--,-"--.---,,~-._'- -",-----,-

9 Decerc,ber 1974

16 April 1975 '3:!

27 April 1977

28 December 1976 '3:./
" Decefrl.ber 19710

21 Anril 1969 ~
18 ~,'Iarch 1969

12 I.'Tovernber 1973

16 October l?73

20 I,lay 19'76

11 June 1976 '3:!
1 April 1970

2 June 1971

1 November 1976 '3:.1
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DatE: of rec-siut. '.."_.. '"._-'-,' .._-'..

Stste

f\rcentina

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet Socia.list
Republic

Canada

Chile

China El
Colombia

Costa Rica

Cyprus

Czechoslovalda

Denmark

Ecuador

Egypt

:81 Salvador

Finland

Gennan Democratic Republic

GeY~;!,any~ Federal Republic of

~ Accession.

El See foot""note 2 a:bove.

Date of---'----

10 :Dr:.ceclJer 1:)68

19 Febru,~'cry 196L~

-1 :1 Dece!11ber 1972..LO

10 I)(c;c:eillbcr 1973

10 December 1968

fJ October 1968

19 .l'J.s.rch 1968

16 Septer:~ber 1969

21 Decem,-oer 1966

19 December 1966

SI J 8.l1"\.le,ry 196T

T October 1968

20 Ylarch 1968

29 September 1967

4 Augw?t 1967

21 September 196T

11 October 1967

27 :'[arch 1973

9 CctobeJ::' 1963

-~i::e instru!ll2nt c:"...--,-_.~-,~,_.-~ ..~",--". --'_.
ra.tif"i.cc,ltio:n. Cl.!:"-- ._,~ .. _". ".- .-. ,._-,-,._.

5 January 1973 2/

21 SeptCillbe~ 19iO

19 ;.Say 197C 21
10 Ji'ebTu8TY 197;::

29 October 1969

23 December 1975

6 <-Tanuary 1972

19 .Lrucust J.975

17 December 1973



Ic..:el::'!..;.d

ItaJ..'l

,j' ord,':,n

Li:'::sYia

l<orocco

.i.';et~J.2rlands

Peru

F::).l,~'cnd

:;_~'Rt2 of_._.'--' _...._.
8~~ ,C'"Ilr"'.t'.lT8

23 7etrnary 1967

30 DCC8In.'tler JsC8

L:. April 1?6U

1 Octo~ler 1973

19 Decenber 1966

18 Jan.ueTY 1967

19 December 1966

30 June 1972

18 April 1967

26 ":oveClber 1971"

14 API'il 1970

5 June 1968

25 Jun.e 1969

12 Eover.lber 196C

20 !:-'Iarch 1968

27 July 1976

11 i\Ugust 1977

19 DeC2~ber 1966

)!~E~~.2_.g.~~~_.3:_~~i:J~~:._..?~~.
the, ir:.strU};1e:'·lt of
_.~""'-<" .•- .•"_._--_.- •..__._.-

nJti.fication or"" ....__.__._~ ._._. -_._._ .. ,_.__. -"--
~J,(."cessi(Jn-_.,---- ..__ ._-'."--

17 ,Jamlary 1974

25 January 1971

3 -;'ctober 1975

28 i',lAX 1915

1 1972 [1/
" -;:Iovember 197'2 !:?j.)

15 .i'.'Ia1,T 1970 aj

22 September 1971

16 .July 19Th El
12 :)ecember 1973 El
18 November 1974

13 September 1972

8 Harch 1977

18 l';c-;.rch 1977

! ...



~~tate

I\nnsif1

)l,..:~ai'1:1 arl Soviet Sociali st
F:epublic

Union of Soviet Socic_list
T-1e:Jllblics

U::'lited. I(in;c~oll~ of Great
Byit::::d.n and iTo::-thern
ITe.l2nd

Uoited ReJ~ublic of TanZ2-Dis.

:Le Octot,er 1973

20

2 .Tune 1971

Venezuela.

i1.l":oslavie.

.l 19'?'0

Zaire

/ . ~ .
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State

Austria

Barbados

Canada

China El
Colombia

Costa Rica

Cyprus

Denmark

Ecuador

El Salvador

Finland

Guinea

Honduras

Italy

Jamaica

Hadagascar

Mauritius

Hetherla..Dds

:Norway

Panama

Peru

Philippines

Surinam

?J Accession.

b/ See foot-note 2 above.

Date of
signature
.~._._---~-

10 December 1973

21 December 1966

19 December 1966

19 December 1966

20 Harch 1968

4 April 1968

21 September 1967

11 Decenber 1967

19 11arch 1975

19 December 1966

30 April 1976

19 December 1966

17 September 1969

25 June 1969

20 Harch 1968

27 July 1976

11 AU8ust 1977

19 Decer,'ber 1966

6 ,Tuly 1970

Dcte of rcceint of
th'-=e-=-:-ill"-os""iru}M;nt-·-of--
---;-~t1 fi c:qtio;or----_ .._.._-

accession-----_•... -

5 January 1973 C))

19 May 1976 ~

29 October 1969

29 ITovember 1968

6 January 1972

6 i1arch 1969

19 August 1975

3 October 1975

21 June 1971

12 December 1973 ~

13 September 1972

8 Parch 1977

28 December 1976 ~/

/ ...
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2tati-::
Date c!:
_.¥"~-_.

sirnEtt"LTt:':

29 Sc~t~mtcr 1967

21 T\::;:bruc;;Ty 1967

l:~~!~£...E.:!~.I"cceir.! of.
t:'le instrUITC':1t of'
'--r~~:tl'F[c'atr~n or""

eCCC'8Sl0::1

,::. Decembor 1971

1 April 1970

1 Nove~ber 1976 ~!

/ ...



3Z./1GG

lDJ..1eX rv
1

',',' arr-e:' of merr,ber- ---- ._'._-----_.~.

I·IT 0 Ole .. IOGE::DS :Cspersen

Sir Vinct:,nt l~vans

Ilfr ~ r:l8.-nouchebr G2nji

Mr. Dernhard Gr~efrath

1,·11'. '..rls.dirdr Ilm'l,,0'2

j>ir~ lIaissam Yelani

~,lr. Luben G. Koulishev

~tr. Rajsoo~er Lallah

Mr. Al1dreas V. T-'lavrOril.matis

Mr. Fernando I,'Iora Ro,jas

Mr. Anatoly Petrovich Eovcb,a.n

Mr. Torke1 Cpsah1

Mr. Ju110 Prado Vallejo

I-IT. Fu1Gence Seminega

i'lr. Halter Surma T8.J:'nopo1sky

r!Jr. Christis..D 1J.1oycmschat

Er. Diego Uribe Varg6,s

Country of nationality

rCuni si, 8.

U!iitr:::·d ~'~iD.gdon of Great Britain
a.nd ~:'()rthE:-rn Ireland

Iran

German DE'?T.ccratic F;epu.b15.c

Syri<::rn Arab T~epuljlic

BUln::trit\

I<Iau:ritius

Cyprus

Costa :Rica

Union of Soviet Socialist
Hepublics

~--TorvTay

Ecuador

Hwanda

Federa,l Republic of Gery,-,0.I1V

(1'(':rT'~ exoi:.:cs
-~._.._._-".,_.....•..•

_SYQ__}~~._It::: ~,:-~~~(~;~~E~

197iJ

19,J

1980

1978

1980

19TG

1nl;

1978
19(:0

19Do


