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GENERAL ANERAL
ASSEMBLY £/32/188

6 Geptember 1977

ORIGI¥AL: ENGLISE

Thirty-second session
Ttew 81 (b) of the provisional agenda®

INTERNATTONAL COVEMANTS O HUMAN RIGHTS

Status of the International Covenart on Ceongmic, Soecial

and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights and the Optional Prctocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Peolitical Rights

Report of the Secrefary-General

1. The General Assembly by its resolution 2200 A {XXI) of 16 December 1966
adopted and opened for signature, ratification or sccession the International
Covenanht on conomic, Sceial and Cultural Rights, the Internaticngl Ceovenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Opticnal Protocel to the International Covenant
oit Civil and Political Rights, and expressed the hope that the Covenants and the
Optional Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded to without delay and wourld
come into force at an early date. The Assembly also requested the SBecretary-General
to submit to its future sesgions reports concerning the state of ratifications of
the Covenants and of the Optional Protocol. Tn response to that request, reports
on the status of the International Covenants and the Optional Protoccl have been
submitted annually to the General Assembly since its twenty-second session in 1967.

2. Both Covenants and the Optional Trotocol were opened for signature at Hew York
on 19 December 1966. In accordance with their respective provisions, i/ the
International Covenant on Economic, Soeial and Cultural Rights entered into force

on 3 January 1976, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered
into force on 23 March 1976, three months after the date of deposit with the
becretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth instrument of
ratification or accession, snd the Optional Protoceol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, having received the required number of ratifications
or accessions, entered intc force simultsnecusly with that Covenant on 23 March 1976.

¥ A/32/150.

1/ Article 27 of the (ovenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,'

article 49 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 9 of the
Optional Protocol.
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3. Dy its resolution 231/86 of 13 December 197G, the Ceneral Assembly, inter alia,
welconed with deep satisfaction the eatry into force of the Covenzunts ana the
Cptional Protocol as & msjor step in the internationel effortse to promote unive
respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freeloms; invited onee
agein all States to become parties to the Intevnaticrmel Covensnt on Economic, Sccial
and Cultursl Rights, the Internatlonal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
tihe Opticnal Protocol thereto; and reauested the fecretary~Cenersl to submit to the
Asgembly at its thirty-second session a repori on the status of the Interreticual
Covenants and the Optional Protocol to tne Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,

real
o

l, A3 at 1 September 1977, the Covenant on Econciwic, Socisl and Cultural Hights
hed been ratified or acceded to by bLE States: the Covenant oa Civil and Politicsl
Hights had been ratified or zcceded to by 4 States; and the Optiomal Protocol to
the Tovenant on Civil and Folitical Rights had been ratified or acceded to by

16 States., T2 addition, 56 States had signed the Covensnt on Heonomic, Social and
Cultural Righte: 55 States had signed the (ovenant on Civil and Political Rights:
and 22 States had signed the Cptionsl Protocol to the Coverant on Civil and
Political Rigats. 2/ The lisv of States which heve sipned, ratified or acceded to
the Covenants and the Opticnsl Protocol, as well as the dates of their signsiures,
ratifications cr accessions, may be found in arnexes I to ITIT below.

5. Upon ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
the Govermments cof Denmark, inland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Worwsy, Sweden
and the United Kingdom have made the declaration provided for under article ki ef
that Covenant, recognizing the competence of the Fumar Hiphts Commitiee, estsblished

2/ Including the signature of both Covenants and the Opticnal Protocol on
behalf of the Republic of China on 5 Cetober 196T7. It will be reczlled that, by
its resolution 2758 (IXVI) of 25 October 1971, the General Assennly decided:

i

«-. to restore all its rights to the People’s Republic of China and to
recognize the representatives of iis Goverrment as the onlyv legitimate
representatives of China to the United Wations, and to expel forthwith the
representatives of Chisng ¥ai-shek from the place which they unlwvfullv
occupy at the United FHations and in all the organizations relsted to it.

= &

By a ncte dated 25 Ceptember 1972, addressed to the Secretarv-beneral., the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China stated, inter alia:

“As from 1 October 1949, the day of the founding of the People’s TRepublic of
China, the Chiang Kai-shek cligue has no right at all to represent China. Its
signature and ratification of, or accession to, any multilateral treaties by
usurping the name "Chins® are all illegal and null and veid. oy Covernment
will study these multilateral treaties before making a decision in the light of
the circumstzaces a3 to whether or not they should be acceded to.”

For further information, see Multilatersl Treaties in respect of which the
Secretary-General Performs Depositary Functions: List of Signatures, Aatificaticns,
fccessions, etc., as of 31 Deceuber 1976 {United fations publication. Seles

No. E.TT.V.TY).
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under artiele 28 of the Covenant, to receive and consider communications to the
effect that a State party clairns thet another State party is not fulfilling its
obligstions under uue Covenant. The Cormittee shall be conpetent to exercise the
funeticas provided for under article 41 when et least 10 States psrties to the
have made such declarst

LOUS.

5. In accerdance with the provisions of articles 28 to 32 of the International
Covenznt on Civil and Political Righis, the States parties to that Covenant held
their first meeting at United Wations Headousrters on 20 September 1876 and elected
the 10 members of the Human Eights Cormittee from = 1ist of persons nominated by the
States parties. The States parties szt the first meetingz also decided that the verm
of office of the members of the Cormittee should begin on 1 January 1977. TIn
aceordance with article 3Z. paragraph 1, of the Covenant, the mewbers of the
Committee are elected for a term of four years. However, in pursuance of the same
provision, imnediately after the first election, the names of nine members were
chosen by lot by the Chaiwvman of the first meeting. The terms of those nine nmembers
shall expire at the end of two years. & list of the mewocers of the Committee and
the dales on which ihelr terms of office shall expire is contained in annex IV
belov. 3/

T. The Human Rights Cowmmittee held its first session at United Fations
deadguarters from 21 Mareh to 1 April 1977 and its second session at the United
stlons Office at CGeneva from 11 to 31 August 197T7. In acccordance with article 35
the Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Committee shal
sunmit its first annusl report to the Genersl Assembly at 1ts thirty-second session,
through the Ecoromic and Social Council, covering the activities of the Committee
at its two sessions held in 1977. L&/

3/ For the decisions of the States parties to the Covenant, see: Internaticnal
Cov QJut on Civil and Politicel Rights, Official Records: First Meetlnp of States
Parties, Uecisions (CCPR/SP/T).

L4/ official Records of the General Aszembly, Thirty-second Session,

Supplement ho. LL (2A/32/4L7),

loos



erpational Covenant on

Algeria
Arpentina
Austrglia
Austria
Rarbados
Belgium
Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet
Coclalist Republic

Canads
Chile

China b/
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Fruador
EBgypt

El Salvador

Finland

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

Guinea

a/ Accession,

Cultural °

10

15

16

21
14
9
7
20
29
i
21
11
27
9
28

b/ See foot~note 2 above.

8 December
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Lete of
Slgnature
Decerher 1960
1668
1972
1973

February

December

December 1068

Cetober 1968

Liarch 1668

September 1969

December 13966
Decembher 1966
January 1967
October 1968
March 1968
September 1967
August 1967
September 1967
October 1967
Mareh 1973
October 1968
Tebruary 1967
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Date of regeivpt of
the instrument of
Eé;ificatigp or
agcession

10 December 1975

January 1973 gj |

21 Septenber 1970

2 November 1973
19 May 1976 af
10 February 1972

Qctober 1969
Bovember 1968
April 1969
December 1975
January 1972
March 1969

29
29

23

19 August 1975
November 1973
December 1973

17
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Guvana
Honduras

Hungary

Lebanon

Liveria

Libyan Arab Jamshiriya

Luxembourg
Madagascar
Pigli

Malta
Mauritius
Mongolis
Morocca
Jetherlands
New Zealand
Horway
Panana
Peru
Fhilipnines

Poland

-

Date nf

™

December 1965
tarch 1959
Decerber 2068
April 1968

Decenber 1965

3 January 1567

December 1966

June 1072

3 April 1967

Hoverber 1974

L oApril 1570

Detober 1068

June 1968
Jaavary 1977
June 1969
November 1968
March 1968
July 1976
Avgust 1977

9 December 1906

2 March 1967
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LA

18

February 1877

Jerasry 10Th

¢ June 1875

Janusry 1971

Octaber 1075

HMay 1975

day 1972 aj
Hovember 1972 a/f

May 1970 a/

September 1571

Deceriber 1973 a/

Tovember 1074

Sentember 1872

sarch 1977

June 1074

March 1977



Syrian Arab Republic

Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet Socizlist
Peputlics

United Kinscdom of Great
Britain and Norther
Ireland

e

United Republic of Ysnzania
Uruguay

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Zalre

16

21
2k

Juiv 1970

Seplewber 1978

Ceptember 1067

April 1968
Harch 1968
March 1968
September 1968
February 1967

June 1969

Ausust 1967

Date of receivt of

the ingtrument of

1z

16

11

i,_:

ok

Aprdil 2077
December 1976
Decermber 167

April 196% a/

E
T

March 1969
Hovember 1973

Qetober 1973

June 1971

Hovember 1976 af

A



List

Ghe Tnternational Coven

Austria
Barbedos
Belgiunm

Dulgarisz

Byelorussian Boviet Socialist

Republic
Canada
Chile
China b/
Colombis
Costa Rica
Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Ecuador
Egypt
Ll Salvador

Finland

German Penocratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

a/ Accession.

b/ See foot-note 2 ghove.
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darch 1968

September 1007
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17 January 107k
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1 Octoher 1973

19 December 1064

18 Jansuary 1267
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Jordsn 30 June 1972 875
Kenys Vay 1972 o/
Tabanon 3 Tovember 1972 a/

18 April 1967
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26 Foverber 19Th

2 September 1971
16 July 197k a/
12 December 1973 a/
5 June 1968 18 November 19Th
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Jarnuary 1977

e
D own

June 1969
Toverher 1958

HMerch 1068 13 September 1972
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27 July 1074 8 iareh 1977
11 fmsust 1877
19 December 1866

2 March 1967 18 March 1977
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Ulrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic : 0
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State

Austria
Barbades
Canada
China b/
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cyprus
Denmark
Ecuador

El Salvador
Pinland
Guinea
Honduras
ITtaly
Jamaica
Madagascar
Mauritius
Netherlands
Worway
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Senegal

Surinam
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List of States which have sizned, ratified or accedel to the

Optional Protocol to the International Coveggq@mgg;gigilwand

a/ Accession.

b/ See

foct-note 2

ahove.

10

21,
19
19
20

L
21
21
19
16
30
16
17

25
20
27
i1
19

6

Politicsl ligats

Pate of
signature

Decerher 1973

Decenber 1965
Decerber 1966
December 1966
Mareh 1968
April 1968
September 1967
Deceriber 1967
Mareh 1975
December 1966
April 1976
Decerber 1966
September 1969

June 1660
March 1968
July 1976
Avgust 1677
Decerber 1966
July 1970

Dzte of receipt of

the instrument of

ratification or

19

29
29

21
12

13

accession

January 1973 o/
May 1976 a/

Oetober 1969

Hoverber 1060

January 1972
March 1969

August 1975

Jectober 1975
June 1971
December 1973 a/

Septeﬁber 1972
Mareh 1977

. Decernber 1976 a/



Nate of raceint of
fhe Instrument of
ratification or

ceeossion

£ Decembor 1971

1 April 1870
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Hohared Ben=Fadhel
Ole ogens Dspersen

Vincent ifvans

Henouchehr Ganji
bBernhard Croefrath

Visdinir Hanea

Haissam Telani

Luben G, Foulishev
Rejscormer Lallah
Apdreas V. Mavrommatis
Fernando Mora Rojas

Anatoly Petrovich Movchan

Torkel Cpsahl

Julio Prade Vallejo
FTulpence Semineps
Walter Surma Tarnopolsky
Christisn Tormschat

Diego Uribe Vargss
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