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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, by its resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973,
adopted and opened for signature and ratification the International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and appealed to all
States to sign and ratify it as soon as possible.

2. By its resolution 3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, the General Assembly,
inter alia, being convinced that ratification of or accession to the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid on a
universal basis and implementation of its provisions were necessary for the
achievement of the goals of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination, appealed to the Governments of all States to sign, ratify and
implement without delay the International Convention; requested the Secretary­
General to submit to it annual reports on the status of the Convention; and
decided to consider this question at its thirty-first session under the item
entitled IiElimination of all forms of racial discrimination H

•

3. By its resolution 31/80 of 13 December 1976, the General Assembly, inter alia,
welcomed the entry into force on 18 July 1976 of the above-mentioned Convention;
appealed to all States which had not yet become parties to the Convention to
accede thereto; requested the Secretary-General to include in his next annual
report under General Assembly resolution 3380 (xxx) a special part concerning the
implementation of the Convention; and decided to consider annually, starting with
its thirty-second session, the question entitled "Status of the International
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid".
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11. STATUS OF THE CO"NENTIOD

4. In accordance with the provisions of its article XV, paragraph 1, the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid entered into force on 18 July 1976, on the thirtieth day after the date
of the deposit with the Secretary-General of the twentieth instrument of
ratification.

5. As at 1 September 1977, the Convention had received 35 signatures, 23 of which
had been followed by ratifications. In addition, 12 States haQ acceded to the
Convention, brincing the total of ratifications and accessions to the Convention to
35. A list of States which have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention, as
well as the dates of their signatures, ratifications or accessions, appear in the
annex to this report.

Ill. IilPLEJvlENTATION OF THE CONVENTION

6. Under article VII of the International Convention on the Suppression and
Punismnent of the Crime of Apartheid, the States parties to the Convention undertake
to submit periodic reports to the group established under article IX on the
legislative, judicial, aillninistrative or other measures that they have adopted and
that give effect to the provisions of the Convention. Copies of the reports shall
be transmitted through the Secretary-General to the Special Committee against
Apartheid.

7. In accordance with article IX, paragraphs 1 and 3, of the Convention, the
Ch::tj,.rman of the Cort1mission on Human Rights shall appoint a group consisting of
three members of the Cowmission, who are also representatives of States parties to
the Convention, to consider reports submitted by States parties in accordance with
article VII. The group may meet for a period of not more than five days, either
before the opening or after the closing date of the session of the Corr~ission, to
consider the reports submitted in accordance with article VII.

8. Under article X of the Convention, the States parties to the Convention empower
the Cormnission on Human Ri8hts to undertake a nurnber of tasks enumerated therein
and, inter alia, to prepare, on the basis of reports from competent organs of the
United Hations and periodic reports from Statps parties~ a list of individuals,
orGanizations, institutions and representatives of States which are alleGed to be
responsible for the crimes enwnerated in article 11 of the Convention~ as well as
those against whom legal proceedings have been undertaken by States parties to the
Convention.

9. The General Assembly, in its resolution 31/80 of 13 December 1976, inter alia,
invited the Chairman of the thirty-third session of the Commission on Human Rights
to appoint a group consisting of three members of the COIT@ission as provided for
by article IX of the Convention. It further invited the Comruission on Human Rights
to undertake the functions set out in article X of the Convention, in particular to
prepare a list of individuals, organizations, institutions and representatives of
States which are alleeed to be responsible for the crimes enlli~erated in article 11
of the Convention.
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10. At it:; thirty-third sess:.;,.)U, the CmYilllission on Hwnan Higb,ts considered item 13
of its B12'enda (Il1!.plementation of the International Convention on the SUDpression !.:md
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid) at its 1426th meeting, on 11 Harch-l97T. In
accordance ,.,ith article IX of the Convention and General Assembly resolution 31/30,
the Chairr:\SI.D of the Conrrnlssion appointed the representatives of Cuba? the Syrian
Arab Hepuo_."c and, sUbsequently, Nie;eria as lne::Jbers of the croup. By its
resolution 13 (XXXIII) of 11 ;/iarch 1977, the Corcilllission decided, inter alia, that
the Group should meet for a period of five days before the thirty-fourth session of
thE: Commission to consider the reports subr~litted by States parties in accordance
with article VII; and invited States parties to the Convention to submit to the
group, through the ,secretary-General, reports on the legislative, judicial,
adClinistrative and other measures that they had adopted and that gave effect to the
provisions of the Convention. In a note verbale dated 22 June 1977, the Secretary­
General brought to the attentio.n of tile States parties the relevant provisions of
the Convention and Commission resolution 13 (XXXIII) and reQuested them to submit
their reports by 1 lirovember 1977 for consideration by the erolip of three members
of the Commission appointed by the Chair:iT,an.

ll~ As regards the implementation of tile provisions of article X of the Convention,
the Commission on Human Rights, by its resolution 13 (XXXIII), reQuested United
Nations organs!l "Then transmitting copies of petitions to the Committee on the
Elinination of Racial Discrimination under article 15 of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to draw the
attention of the Commission on Human Rights through the Secretary-General to
complaints concerning acts enumerated in article 11 of the International Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid; requested competent
United Nations or~ans to provide to the Commission through the Secretary-General
iLforITztion relevant to the preparation of the list of individuals~ organizations~

institutions and representatives of States which wel"~ alleged to be responsible for
the crimes enumerated in 8rtic1e 11 of the Convention, as "ell as those against
"hoio legal proceedings had been undertaken by States parties to the Convention;
further requested competent United Nations organs to provide to the Commission
through the Secretary-General information concerning measures taken by the
authorities responsible for the administration of Trust and Non-Self-Governing
Territories, and all other Territories to vhich General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)
of 14 December 1960 applied, vith regard to such individuals alleged to be
responsible for crimes under article 11 of the Convention "ho were believeQ to be
under their territorial and administrative Jurisdictions; and decided to maintain
on its agenda the item entitled "Implementation of the International C0,nvention on
the Suppression and Punishm.ent of the Crime of AnartheidH

•

12. The Secretary-General has taken steps to bring to the attention of the
competent bodies and organs of the United Nations the relevant provisions of
Cow~ission resolution 13 (XXXIII), so that the information reQuested from them may
be transmitted to the Commission on Human Bights at its thirty-fourth session or
as appropriate.
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List of States which have signed, ratified or acceded to the
International Convention on the Su~pression and Punishment

of the Crime of Anartheid

1 July 1975 9

30 I,larch 1976 18

5 June 197),

2 October 197L,

State

Algeria

Argentina

Benin

BUlgaria

Dyelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Chad

Cuba

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Yemen

Ecuador

Egypt

German Democratic
Republic

Guinea

Hungary

Iraq

Jamaica

Jordan

iCenya

Ku\.-rait

Liberia

Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya

~! Accession.

Date of
signature

23 January 1974

6 June 1975

7 October 1971,

27 June 1974

4 blarch 197L

23 October 1974

29 August 1975

31 July 1974

12 j'i'arch 1975

2 lo"lay 1974

1 1'larch 1974

26 April 1974

Date of receipt of the
instrumerlt of

r2.tificat..i on or 8.ccession

30 December 1nL

18 July 1974

2 Decerc1ber 1975

23 October 1974

1 February In'77 2./:.-- I I

25 l,}arch 1976

12 Nay 1975

13 June 1977 §;./

12 August 1971+

3 !:'arch 1975

20 June 1974

July 1975

February 1977

23 Eebruary 1977 2./
5 November 1976 a/

8 July 1976 2./
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State--_...

I·iali

PaD3.,r.c.a

Philiprines

Poland

Qatar

Sene2:1-.:J.

:3uc1a:c

~rinidad and ~obaGo

Uk1'8inian Soviet
~30cialist RellUblic

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

UEitel::-~ i\rab 1rni::cates

United Rep-i..fblic of
CmJeroon

UD.ited nepublic of
Tanzania

Upper VoltQ.

Yu[;os.lavia

Date of

17 'I.ay 1974

26 J·une 1974
., ''.pril 1974"
r, l','lay 1976I

2 i'-Iay 1974

7 June 1974

18 [larch 1975

6 SeptembeI' 1974

15 October 1974

2 AUGust 1974

10 October 19'74

17 January 1974

7 April 1975

11 Harch 1975

20 February 1974

12 Febru[:\ry 1974

9 September 19'T5

3 r'ebruary 1976

1"( October lS!l1

Date of receip:t__\!.f~J:J.e
ir.stl'lli"";'lent of

ratification or 2ccession. -------_._ ..

26 Hay 1977 ,,/

19 ;ugust 1977 Gi
G _~_Ueu3t 19'75

12 July lS77 '2:./

31 :larch 1977

16 March 1977

15 r1arch 1976

19 thrch 1975

18 February 1977 '2:./

28 January 1975

21 hare}, 1977

18 June 1976

21 January 1977 '2:./

10 :~Aovember 1975

26 November 1975

15 October· 1975

1 November 1976 '2:./

11 June 1976 2/

1 July 1975




