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I. ILJTJ.ODUCfi'Ion

1. 11'he present. report has been prepared in cor.:1pliencE: ~Ti-th General AsseElbly
resolu.tion 31/136 of 16 December 1976 on the United Aations Decade for \')omcn? b~r

which the Assembly gpproved the Prq;r8.'.ne for the Decade, 1-Thich focuses OD the
first half of the Deca.de j 1976 to _980, and reQuested the Secretgry-'~~ener8.1 to
report on the im~;ler!':!entation of its ~9rovisicl1s and on measures tf-'l;::en to irrDlement
the lIarId Plan 0:;:' J',ction and the Proc:::-amrrte Ior the Decade.

2. 1..t may be rec8.11ed that, pursuant to paragraph 15 of Generp,l Assem.bly·
resolution 3520 (X;CX), the Secretary-General he.d submitted to the AsseL:.bly et its
thirty-first sessioe c~ report on measures taken to imple~J.ent the 'Jorld Plan of
Action anC- related resolutions of the Horld Conference of the International ldomen i s
Year ancL to initiate procedures for the revie1;-l and apI)raisal of the Plan (A!31!220).

30 The present report describes further steps 1-lhieh have been tat.en vrithin the
fraraevork of the implementation of the Horld Pl.sn of Action, including the
Progrmrrm8 for the United Nations Decade for Women.

4. The present report does not cover tte developments relating to the Volunt::.ry
Fund for the Dni tecl. l'Jations Decade for l..·.;omen, as a report on the subj ect vTill be
before the General J',sser.:tbly at its thirty-second session (A!32!174) ~ nor does it
refer to the developments relating to the elaboration of the Convention on the
Elimination of DiscrL:~ination agcdnst Tdomen, wbich I·dll be the sUbj eet of a
separate report reqGested u~der :conomic anQ Social Council resolution 2058 (LXII)
of 12 Hay 1977. The action taken by the Secretary-General relating to the
convening of the Pledgint Conference for the United Naxions Decade for Women on
8 November 1977 at Uniteci Nations headquarters "ill be reported at 8~ later date.

n. DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO THL REVlillT A~1D APFFAISAL
OF THE IMFLEMLl''I'ATION OF THE \IORLD PLAN OF ACTION

5. In its resolution 3490 (xxx) of 12 December 1975 on the implementation of the
T')'orld Plan of Action} the General P.ssembly affirmed that a system·-uide reviel'J and
appraisal of the impleIrJ.entation of the Forld Plan of i'J_ction shoulc be undertal<;.en
in the years Jf the biennial revieV! and appraisal of the Internatione.l Development
strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade, namely, 1977-1979, as an
input to the process of review and appraisal of progress roooe uno.er the Strateey.
'ilhe Assembl;)r requested the Commission on the Status of FOT.1en to consider reports
()!l measures undertaken in implementation of the \-Torld Plan of Action ~ in 8,ccordance
\.iith the Strategy ~ and to report its findinr;s and conclusions on major trends and
policies \>.Tith ree;:ard to the status of 'i{omen~ particularly the intec:ration of vomen
in development, to the Econoi:lic and Social Council thrOUGh the COFJillittee for
Development Planning end the Conmlittee on Revie" end Aprraisgl. The Secretary
General was invited to maJ.':.8 a,prropriate arrangements for the first review and
appraisal of tbe irLlplementation of the lJorld Plan of Action.

6. In resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 on the World Conference of the

/ ...



fJ./32/175
~.~nr;li 811
Page .'3

In-cerl1ation2.1 T'Tomen 1 s Yecl.r ~ the General AS8e[[,b17 2180 .c:fflymed that g systen-\.ric~e

I'eviel'l and appl"aisal of 'i~he "\'Torld Plail 01:' /\ction should be;- underta~'~en biennially
End should constitute an input to the n1"ocess of I'C-':vie,\·! and 2,ppraisal of progress
Elade under the International DevelopF'.Glt Strategy 9 and that such revie'vs and
8-ppraL3als should t8.ke into 2,CCOU2.1t the ProgrG.EKle of Action on the Establisbment of
cl. l-fev I~_tern2.tional :;'iconomic Order and the decisions resultinp from the sixth and
seventh special sessions of the AssemlJly.

7 ~ r:I'be Secretary-General prepared a rerort GP me&.~3ures undertaken under the
Inte~national Develop~ent Strategy for the 3~conQ United rations Develo~Bent Decade
and in implementation of the \;orld Plan of Action (E/CN,6/598 c.ncl Add.l and 2) for
the consideration of the Con-m.ission on the Status of For:.en at its t1\Tenty-sixth
session.

8~ 'rile COlTIYi\ission recognized that, 1Tithin the tine-limit given, fe'iT Governments
v/ere able to report on measures taken at the national level specifically to
implement the ~'/orld Plan of Action and th2t it was therefore difficult at th8t
stage to adopt findings and conclusions on major globe,l trends and policies vTith
regard to the status of women. It therefore decid.ed that the review undertaken
by it at that session should be consiC::.ered as a first preliminary revie'f and
8.ppraisal of the implemente.tj.on of the Horld Plan of Action and that a Bore
comprehensive revie\;1 should be underte.L::cn. 8,t the t\.fcl1ty-seventh session in 1978~

9. On the recorrlluendation of the Cormnission, the Economic and Social Council at
its sixty-second session adopted resolution 2060 (LXII) of 12 I.lay 19'7'7 the opere.tive
part of which read as follows:

H'Ihe Economic and Social Council,

01. Notes with interest the follouinc- developMents reported during the
period under review in a number of countries:

h (a) '}111e recognition of and coun,-itment to the principle of equality of
men and '-lomen 2.11.(.1 the integration of \,romen in developnent, both for reasons
of social progress and for economic developRent;

H (to) The adoption or ple.ns for adoption of constitutional and/or
legislative provisions ensuring the principle of ron-discrimination on grounds
of sex;

"( c) The establishment of provisions for equal access at every level of
education and guidance., compulsory education and the measures necessary to
promote co-education and to prevent school drop-outs;

., (d) The acioption of comprehensive Measures for health education, hee-lth
services 9 sanitation j nutritioD~ family education~ family planning and other
welfare services~

112. Considers that j on the basis of the material sUbmitted, action 1S

urgently needed to improve the situation of 'i,romen in the folloHing areas in

/ .. ,
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order to meet the :ninin"cUI;; targets set forth in paragraph 46 of the T!orld ?laD
of Action fOT the lmplemerrte,tion of the Objectives of the International
lIomen i s Year for the five-year period 1975···1900:

fr(a) The enactment of leGislation guaranteeir2[J; the principle of equality
a:;'1d non-c1iscriillination on grounds of c~ex ') I)art:Lcularly ler';islation desi~ned

to e;uarantee to \·,orr::.en equal pEW for equal 'Jork:

11 (b) Appropriate measures to inform al":,d advise 1:lOill2n of their rie:tts ~

utilizing the mass cOTIlnmnication media 'i;-rherever appropriate;! ancL to provj_de
them I'lith assistance in exerc.ising their rights anc1 responsibilities;

~l (c) The establisr.u'TIent of goals, stratet~ies End time-tables to increase
the partici~pation of Ivomen in decision making at local 5 national and
international levels;

;1 (d) The establisbment of specific target dates for the elimination of
illiteracy~ especially ffiQOng young persons) and the provision of the measures
necessary for its fIl8.intenance within as short a time e.s possible for each
State;

d (e) 'I'he provision of life-long and continuing educatiorl 5 training ancL
retraining facilities to meet the needs and aspirations of women:

n (f) The development of modern rural technology') cott age industry')
pre-school day-care centres 9 and til~le and energy saving devices to help reduce
the heavy vTOrkload and increc_se the resources of women') particularly those
living in rural sectors and the urban poor;

I1 (e) The creation of n8'1or employl"',1.ent and income-producing opportunities
for \\Tomen and the expansion of ex:istint'~ emploYl'n.ent OPDortunities~ and
elulination of discrimination in the terms and conditions of employment on
grounds 0 f sex;

01(11) The establishment or strengtheninc of an interdisciplinary and
rnultisectoral machinery by GoveI'runents for accelerating the achievement of
equal opportunities for women and their full integration into nation8.1 life',

f1 (i) 'I'he establishment and enforcenent of measures to facilitate the
combination of family and work responsibilities~

11 (j) The provision and extension of comprehensive and continuous health
and other social services to underprivilec;ed urban and rural communities,
including maternity and child-care services as I,rell as family life education:

1] 3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the ettention of the Committee on Review and Appraisal at its fourth session
in May 1977) together vTith the relevant reports submitted to the Comr.:lission
on the Status of ,~men, at its twenty-sixth session (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l und
2) and any information submitted slmsequcnt to the preparation of these
reports;

/ ...
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Jl)~, ur.f:: c2 the Cor:~mittee on RevietT ancl Appraisal, in accordance lrith
General Assembly resolutio~ 3490 (XXX)j paraGraph 51 to pay special attention
to tb,e question of the status of \!OElen and to take into account the above
rccOInmc;l1~t;,tions in the revicI<T and a~i~praisa,l in 197'7 of the International
:Uevelopli.Lent Stratcc;y for the Second United I~ations Development Decade;

"5. D~quests the Secretary-General) in connexion with the next review
and appraisal of the n~plementation of the World Plan of Action:

'''Ca) fll o preIJaTe~ in consultation lJith the regional cOI"nlnissions, a
questionnaire on the implepentation of the Horld Plc:m of Action to be
for',·:rardec1 to G-overnJYI.ents in 1977;

,; (b) To prepare a report on the basis of the replies to the
questionnaire~ taking into account information received subse~lent to the
preparation of document E/CN.598 and AdC. 1 and 2, for the consideration of
the Commission on the Status of FOnJ.en at its t'i'lenty,,-seventh session in
January 197S.

nr.-
()o Also requests the Secretary-Genera.l:

n (al To ensure as far 8.S possible tha.t, in 1979, the questionnaire
relating to the:: implementation of the \:Jorld Plan of Action shall be forHarded
to Governments:t together w·ith the request for information relating to the
review and appraisal of the International Development Strate~y;

-" (b) To prepare a comprehensive rer:ort based on the replies to these
questionnaires, for consideratioT'. at the 28th session of the Committee on the
status of ~Iomen and at the '\!orld Conference of the United Nations Decade for
\}omen 9 19CO. n

10. In conpliance ,6th that resolution, the Secret8xy-General circulated a
questionnaire to Governments on 11 July 1977 with a view to assessinG the progress
achieved at the national level in the imnlementation of the \yorld Plan of Action~

especially the minimum objectives set fo;th in paragraph 46 of the Plan.

11he questionnaire is divided into six sections as follo-\oJs:

I. General aspects including develop~ent of planning and monitoring systems

11. Pcrticipation in poli·tieal life, policy making ~ international
co-operation and the strengthening of international peace

III~ Educa.tion and. training including cultural activities

IV. EBployment and related economic roles

v. IIealth, education and social Hell-being

VI.. Family') human settlements and other social Questions

/ ...
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Various rec~uests for inforrQ.ation coptained in the Questionnaire have a direct
bCErinL;: on the specific :recorr.uaendations contained. in General A.ssembly resolution
31/136" especially as they relate to thE: establisfi.'":1enl; of mactine:ty desic:ned to
ensure the ef:':'ective iEplementation anQ evaluation of the l)ol"'ld Plan of Action
aiId the P:cor.;rarrKle for the Decade (para. 4) e.nd to the underta}:.inG of massive public
ir,for-mation pTogrammes \Tith a vie'i-'T to loringir:~;- aW2Teness to all sectors of the
population about the need of f:lIly implementing the Frogralllme for the Decade
(nara. 6).

11. lUsa in compliance "\-lith J::'2.Tagraphs 4 and 5 of General Assembly resolution
3490 (XX:n s.nd l,Tith the recommendation of the COTfUllission on the status of 'Homen.
at its reslJmed t\,renty-sixth session which 1,lere subsequently endorsed by t~1e

Coun.cil ~ the findings and conclusio~1s of the Commission uere brought to the n.otice
of the COITJruittee on Development PlanninE and the COIl'Jn7_ttee on Revie'il and Appre.isal
I,rhich 'Here urgf~d to pay special attention to the question of the status of ;:.;omen
in the reV:Lei'J c.md appraisal of the International Development Gtre..tegy.

12. At its thirteenth session:; held_ in April 1977 Cl the Committee on Development
Planning had before it the report of the Comnission on the status of Vomen on its
tV!enty-sixth session (:;:/5909) and the renort in documents lE/CIT. 6/598 and Acld.l
an.d 2. The Committee took note of Gener;U Assembly resolution 3490 (X;;X) on the
report on its twelfth session. It stated that it had been informed about the
vievls put forward by the Conmission on the Status of '\'Jomen in the report on its
twenty-sixth session 0::'1 the subject of major trends and policies vTith regard to
the status of women~ particularly the integration of women in the development
process~ and thac in discharginG its responsibilities, following its customary
practice~ the CO~Ilmittee ~lill continue to drav on the i!Ork carried out by the
Comlllission on th'~ Status of \-loBen and all other bodies of the United l'Jations that
are concerned with developr.1ent problcJ'i1s and policies. y

13. At its fourth session, helo~ in i'·lay and June 1977, the Committee on Revieu and
Appraisal had before it Economic and Social Council resolution 2060 (LXII), the
report of the Cor~Qission on the Status of Women (r/5909) and the report of the
Committee on Development Planning on its thirteenth session (E/5939). 11
Refer(':~lce to the im_plementation of the [{arId Plan of Action 1,ras not made in the
report of the Committee on RevievJ and Appraisal.

HI. DEVElOFMEIITS RELATIIIG TO THE Ir;']~ERORGANIZATIONAL

PROGRP.l,0'lE FOR THE UNITED NATICIJS DECJ\lJE FOR 1,JOHEN:
EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AN~ PEACE

14. In accord8"'ce with paragra~oh 5 (b) of General ASSef,lbly resolution 3520 (XXX),
the organizations of the United Hations system have further developed the
interorganizational prograL~~e which c although initially conceived of as dealinG

11 Official Records of the r:;conomic and Socia.l Coui1cil ~ Sixty-second Session,
SUTJDlement ;~1o~ 4 (El 5939), para 86.

I . ..
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only ~~I'ith the i.ntezratioll of I'JOInen in develoJ)I:nent SI nov covers 8. ~iUch ~1ider field.
and is gesred to the implementation of the TTorld Plan of /'.ction in line "\.Iith the
obj ectives for the Unite(3. ngtions Decacie for l.,'or:'lC'n 1~)76-19854 The prograEJTlE: i::.;
therefore errc.itled InteroY'.[:;8.niza,tional prccramr~lC' for the United nations DeC2C:~.e for
~ToElen~ :Equglity, D,-:;velopment and Peace" Gn( "\'Till be iElplE-Elented in t1;ro fi.ve=yee.Y'
phases4

15. 11h8 programme is based on an an.alysis of the obj ectives contained in the 7,;'orlcl
PIan of Action and in related resolutions of the .!:~exico Conference gnd the General
Assembly. itfter elaboration of a conceptual fT8lYleHor},~_ for the proc~ramme, 8

synthesis of onc;oinr: and planned activities of the United ~--fation8 system has beeTl
un(_ertaken in accorCLance 'Jith the nine prir:.cipal obj ectives of the progr8Jl1me ~ ~Jt:ich

in turn are broken dOT/m into a nm'lber of YJ.ore specifi.c objectives. Activities are
"being underta1.:en. or planned tm-rartls each of tl!e obj ectives ~ according to the
folloFing means of action: (a) technical co-oper2"tion; (b) research, data
collection and analysis; (c) dissemination and exchange of information; and
(d) fOTInulatio11 5 implem2nta~tion and reviev of international stands.l"ds. Tb.e
·:)rocra.mI.t1e 1S purpose is to promote effective co-operation and coll2.boratio:n 8.lIr.O!:,g
all orGanizations of the system in order to accelerate further the system'i s
response to the resolutions of the VTorld Conference of the Inter!latior:?aJ., ~;o!ilen I s
Year vhile avoiding c~uplication of efforts and ~:raste of the liz;1.ited :i:esources
available. It is under'stood that several activities TO.ay be planned and. impJ.e[[~cnted

as joint projects ~hlile others may require sepsrate action by individuB~

orGanizations according to thei~ areas of speci8lization.

16. IJ:Lhe interorganizational prograr!lme ""(ras coepleted by the United l:!ations in
April lY77~ on the oasis of contributions received by all interested organizations.
Its approval I.,.as expected by the enC', of l',lay 1977" Fm'lever J various organizations
forwarded corrections~ additions or revisions to the text which was sent to all
organizations by Llid-April 1977. These have been incorporated into the text and
the Programme has now been finalized. The future of the Frofra~me, especially its
regular updating as \vell as the possibility of joint ieple:rnentatiol1 of projectG~

1·611 be disf2ussed at -'che Ad }lac IYl.:t:,era,gency l<8eting on PrepErations of the Horld
Conference, 1980, 'Thich "as held at Geneva from 20 to 22 July 1977.

IV < nfVELOPI1EFTS RELATING TO THE ISTABLISImr'lT OF HIB
IJ'TERlIATIONJlL RESE!\3CH PJ!D TRAIHING INSTITUTE

17· In resolution 31/135 of 16 December 1976, the General Asse0~)ly endorsed the
decision of the Economic and Coc~~8l Council to cree.te an International ResEarcb and
Training Institute for the ~dvancement of ~vmen, as well as the guideli~es set out
by the Council in resolution 1998 (LX) of 12 Hay 1976 regardinc the activities of
the Institute, in particular the necessary close collator~xion between the Centre
and the regional institutes l;.;rhich have sirJ.ilar objectives. The General Assembl;y
also accepted lTith appreciation the offer of the Government of I:can to act as host
for the Institute; it requested the Secretary-General to expedite the substantive
preperationEi for the early establishlnent of the Institute and to this end seek
actively financial resources thrOUGh voluntary contributions as 1-[e11 as technical
sUPllort for it. The Secretary-General 'Has l~urther reCTu.ested to rE:port to the
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Economic (lEe cJocial Council Et its sixty-second session on the proe;ress achieved.
In conp1i8_l1ce 'il"lth that T2Solution) the S8c:retar:r~'GeneT&l submitted a report to the
COl~.nci=, at that session Cl~/5926) ~ and has Iur-t'her ·pursuEd. the activities d(~scribEd

tb,erein.

18. In resolution 31/137 of 16 Deceuber 1976, the General Assenbly requesteu the
Secretary-General to convene durinG the thirty-second session of the Assembly a
pledSing conference for voluntary contributions to be maQe to the Voluntary Fund
for tl'1e United lTations Decade for TTomen for the purpose of financinG proe;ramnes
under the ~Torld Plan of Action and the Procrarme for the Decade for T/OI:len and to
the International Researcb_ and Trainin.g Institute for the ldvmlcement of 1:omen.
Jrl1e PledgiJ:ilJ Conference is ~;clleclulecl to be }lelC:~ at He8,ds.u8,rters on 8 i'Jovenber 1977.

19· T~:1e follo';ring pledges of finfmcial support for the Institute haxe nOl·! been
made:

Iran.
I,I2,uritius
'llurl;ey .

~l ,000,000
15,000

5,000

In addition~ the follmd.ng SlliTIS 'i·;rere contributed in cash:

Netherlands
PhiliIJpines

C9P ,1!25
500

V. PHEPARATIOHS FOR THE \.'IORLD COrlFERENCF. OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DI\CADE FOR FOlmN, 1980

:20. In its resolution 3520 (XZX) of 15 December 1975, the General Assenb1y
proclaimed the perioa. from 1976 to 1985 United IJations Dec2.de for tionen: Equality ~

Develor~ent and P2ace~ to be devoted to effective and sustained national j reGional
and international action to im:glement the Forld Plan of Action and related
resolutions of the 1',Torld Conference of the Internationnl Homen vs Year. It 09.180

rlecicled to convej,1e in 1980 ~ at the mid-term of the Decade ~ a 1,·mrld conference to
reviei'! and evaluate the proeress '-Iscle in iLlplementing the objectives of the
Lr.1ternational Fomen I 8 Year., 8.S recoT.'illl.ended by the Forld Conference of the
IIlternational l.Iomen is Year and ~ ....-rhere necessarY:t to readjust existinr; prograrrillles in
the light of Ile\<! data and researcl1 avo.ilEble,

21. The Econouic and Social Council, in resolution 1999 (LX) of 12 Hay 1976,
stressing the im:Dortance of a cmnprehensive and thorough :ceviel'! and 8.ppraisal of
proGress l1:ac1e in meeting the Goals of th,e liorld Plan of f:..ctiol1 e, requested the
Cor1rission on the Status of Honen~ gt its t'i-Jenty-sixth session, to consider
different aspects of the preparatory 1!Orl;:. for the \':orld Conference on the Decade ~

includinc its agenda. It furtller decided to consider 2"t its sixty-fourth session,
to be held in I"Iarch and _April 1978') the prepare,tory 'uarI-;:: for the Conference.

22. Accordincly ~ the Secretar2T-Gener8~ prepared a note on the prepara.tory i'TOri( for
the 1980 Conferci1ce for the consideration of the Cornmission on the Status of Homen
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at its tvent:,{-sixth session 9 "'dhere certain issues i'Tere :eaised relatin.G to (~if:ferent

as:pects of the sullstantive preparation and the orcal1izatiOi~ of the Conference as
lTell as the ,orogrammed bUdget ir.,plications (r:/cF. 6(600).

23. The ['"cl hoc interagency meeting on the ~tecorr:t1endations of the Horld Conference
of the International \',;OTIten 1s Year~ vhich convened at Geneva from
1 to 8 September 1976, expressed the hope tlmt the preparations for the 1980
Conference '("ouId be accorded the same imlJOrtance as those :for otheln maj or United
3ations conferences s and that adequate resources \\:'"ould be allocated for this
purpose. It strongly endorsed the holding in 1979 of regional interp;overnmental
conferences:l 1"rhich were considered. as an essential part of the preparatory Hork.
'['he88 conferences l'!ould revie"lv the progress lll.o,Ue in the implementation of the plans
of action at the country and regio~al levels anQ propose any revisions of emphasis.
Parallel meetinGS of lion-governmental organizations and mass media representatives
at the regional level were also considered useful. lue meeting further agreed that
it IIould oe important to hold 3.d hoc interagency Fleetinr,s during the period befoTe
the COi1ference in order to arrange for and co--orcinate the system t s inputs to the
preparatory vrork. It suggested that such meetings~ as necessary~ should be arran~eC

startinG in July 1977~ during the sixty-third session of the :economic and Social
Council ut Geneva. An Ad Hoc I~D..terat';encJT ~'leeting on Preparations for the T,lorld
Confel'ence of the Unitl}d Nations Decade fo:c 'i/Tomen vas convened at Geneva from
20 to 22 Ju1;r 1977. Participants ,,";rere invited, amOl12: other things ~ tc give their
views on the substantive aspects of the Dre~sration of the Conference j inc1udinf a
suggesteQ agenc8 aDd an identification of d~cuments to be prerar~d. gj

24. The Commission on the Status of ~Iomen discussed the question of the
preparatory \'lOrk for the Conference at its reslJmed tl!cnty-sixth session l/ and.
recmmnen~ed a draft resolution for adoption by the ~conoDic and Social Council. ~/

25. The Economic and Social Council amenued the above-mentioned draft resolution
and adopted the text aa resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 !'lay 19'T7, the operative
paragraphs of ~,Thich read as follol!3:

j'l. Requests the COllili1i ssion on the Status of T-.,Jomen at its twenty-seventh
session to Give the highest priority to the consideration of the item
" Pre:par8"tory \'Iorl{ for the 110rld Confel~en.ce of tbe United T-Ts,tions Decade for
\'lomen~ 1980; and to the study of propos2..1s concerning' the substantive and
org~nizational arrangements for the ConfcTence j t6king into account all the
relevant reports relatinc to the revie'~'J and appraisa.l of the implementation of
the Horlcl Plan of Action, as "IV-ell as the discussions of the COInElission and

£/ At the time of the preparation of the present report, information was not
available on the results of the ~eetinc.

]../ FaT a sumn2XY of the Qlscussion~ see Official Records of the Economic and
Social Counsil_ Sixty-second Gessio.n ... SUT?}?leI'lent 11£=.-J. (E/5909), paraS4 325~31t3.

Ij/ For the text of the draft resolution, see .l'.r}iJo, pp. 21-22, draft
resolution VIII.
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the olOClIL211ts :jubm.ittec:_ to it ;.:~t J.:C~; twenty--sixtL ':;es::>J.on~ s.nd to report to
the Econo~"~~c ftllCL Socic..l COi...lj:-::.cil at its si:x:ty·-fourth t~ession~

2. heg1.:,es-L.~ c.he ,Sec:!"·etary-Ge~1crel to y;:reparc f'or the consi(lerp.tion of
the ~QE;~...~issioE OIl the Gtab).s of ~'!ome:c, ~~.'.t ~~ts t-:·renty-seventh c',ess:Lon Et rC[Jor-L

outlininc e, y.;ro(sr@:Jme of CO'-...cz'ete net ion for the second half of t~le Unitec~

~Taviol1s Decade frJr T-YomE:D: B(.r:lalit~.r ~ DeveJ..c,:"I:'ent and Peace, 1976..·1985, <-;,2 t~1e

l:aS:1G for e. report tc be su-onitted to tl"~e 1980 Horlrl Conference;

3. ~ee~cles. to CGto])lish not later tlwn June 1978, a e')rejJaratory
CClu:::Ii·;~tee CO"i'~-~~~re-32l~ of not r,'.ore than 2:, l"2E!.ber P:,tates CLesigne-ted by tI18
Presidel~~t, oF: tilE: Council cfter conSUl"GLtion \,rith regional r;roui:"s, on the basis
of E:'Cluitab1e Leocrs,pl'lical distril)ution~ to ma.k.e recoLTuo:nl1ations for the
subSt:,8.1~tiv8 End or-;;anizational arrancernents for the -',:'orld Co:nference;

"1: Ji~oites -c.he regional corlInlsslons to ccnsic1cr- at the earliest
opporcunity ',:ra;ys and. means of contriblrcing effectively to the ~iorld Conference
of' tbe U::J.it 26. j\J c,t ior:s Dec.eiie foY \J"oLT..en) includir:1r." t;.1e poss i bility of hol(l.inC
before 198c regio.nel -se.linsrs or meetiDes on the themes of tb2; Forld
Conferenc('; of the C~iteil :~Tations :OecE~(-,-e for HOl~en, Dnd of re-portinn; the:reQi~l

:'0 the BC:J::'1omic ~:mc. Social l.·,:OUI1CiJ. [tl; its sixt~/,,-i'ui.1rth session,

26. ID Cc.:'-:~IJliai1ce WII..'1 para,-SraTh I of th.e resolution~ the COJTiflission on the Status
of ~iomell 'i·rill have before it at its t'i<Tent:>r-sever..th session "propose~ls ;lhich liill
further elaborate the substantive and oreanizational arrangerrents for the Conference.
'rhese pr0:9osals "rill reflect the exchange of vielTs and conclusions rea.ched at the
jkl E~ Intcragency ;'Ieeting on F:re~9E'.rations for the l-Iorld Conference of tbe Uni tea
"t\;n.tions l>::c~aC:.e for V'-omen 2..1reacL~T mCD.tionecl.~ ·TJ:18 note to 1.::e preparec for the
COT:1.'TIission; s conside:ratio:::1 will suggest c; more detailec.~ a.c;cEda ;.Iit~l the
correspOLCLinf,",: rlocUI:1entation to be prepared the relevant orsanizations 'i·lithin
the U::.'ited. l'Jatioris system.

VI. ELfDORl\TIO,j OF R=:GIONAL PL_DJ·!S MID PROGRPJvIT,1ES

27. 'l'l1e iiorld Plan of ActioD 9 in paragrap!.1 hG, sets Ol-r'e lL~ objecti'ves ~ the
achievement of -,·[hieh should be envisa,zccl by the r:lid-point of the United Nations
Jccade for \'}oElen i::1 19f)Oo It recorrJl"!le:r;.c~_s further that these objectives should be
developec. in more specific terms in rerional plans of action4 Also, both the ~'!orl(:

Plan of Action and the Progranune for tile Decade stress the role ~ at the rerrional
level:l of the rCEional cOl1inissions in sti:u.ulatine; Y'.atioll8,1 action through the
devclopuent OI~ regional progrruILllJeS for the Decadeo The develo}l:J,cnts described
'below are all in iLp1eIC1.entation of the ~Iorld Plan of Action and the PrograTfml8 for
the Jecade [md l1cove 2~ most direct and important bearing on the reCO!T:l"!lendations of
General Assembly resolution 31/136.

28., Rezional s err~ina.rs 'J conferences or consultations h8NC ta};:.en place or arc nm·!
planned. in the five reGions, in close co-operation 1.'Tith the regional COIfl.I11.issions,
as follow-u·u action to the Confe~cence. III som.E' instances the seminars are held
lli1der the United nations ref,ular PT02;l~aT!"iJJe of tec~1nicB.l co-operatioi', anc~ the

1
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Centre for Social Deve2.opr.'!.ent and Hur:lar..itarian P·.ffairs acts 8,S the e;:'2cutine ae;enc'r
iL conmJ.ltation 1"!ith the regional COE:IrdSsions.

29. The first senins,r of the Decade was held in Argentina in March 1976, under the
re~ular prograrr~e of technical co-operation, on the participation of wo~eD in
economic~ social and political developnent ar.6. obstacles to their intee;ration. 11he
seminm' recommended that a group of ex~erts should be convened to elaborate a
regional plan of action before the end of 1976. 2/ In implementation of this
request 8. 'i.iech!1ical Consultative l1eetinc: l·i8.sheld in ~"'Lexico City from
10 to 14 January 1977, vhich ad.opted a regional r1an of action. This meeting vas
f.~ttended by experts of nine countries of the re(~:ion invited ir.l. their personal
capacity, and in consultation with their Governments. 6/ It was followed by a
r'1egional Conference on the Integration of ~'!O:Clen in the-:Sconomic gnu Social
Development of Latin APlc,;rica which "'T8.-S held in EaveDa from 13 to 17 June 1977. The
Conference adopted a ReGional Plan of Action as well as a resolution recommending
that the Executive SecYetary of ECLA convoke a special session of the Plenary
Committee of the Commission durin8 1977 to e;ive final approvaJ. to the Re~~ional Plan
of Action for the Interration of ~ODe~ into Development and to adopt the measures
necessary to guarantee its rapid and effective im~qlemen.tation.

30. In tlJe Asian region, Hhich already ha.s a regional plan of action endorsed at
the 1Jorld Conference in I'.iexico ~ a regional follovr-up selllinaY' was held in ~Tepal in
February 1977 on the participation of 1lOBen in Dolitical, economic and social
development (vrith special emphasis on machinery to accele:rate the intep;ration of
WOLc1en in development). This seJJl.inar 1·;ras organized under the regular prograI!1..rn.e of
technic8~ co-operation by the CeDtre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs. 1/

3l~ In Afric8~ which h~s a regional plan of actioD endorsed by the World Conference
and an ongoing action programme of several years ~ standing, a regional confe!'ence
is being planned by the Economic Commission for Africa, 'Yrith support from the Centre
for Social DevelopJllent and. Humanitarian Aff8.irs through the regular programme of
technical co-operation. The Conference is scheduled to be held frOD} 27 Septeffiber
to 3 October 1977 in lTouakchott anc. it is anticipated. th8.t 35 participants ,'Till
attend. 'l;he objectives of the conference uill be to review progress in the
implel..Llentation of plans of action for the integration of llQmen in development at
the national and regional levels and to propose further activities, including ways
in which organizations and agencies working at the regional level can co-operate
with each other.

3.2. Plans are being made for a regional consultation;! to be held in Amman in l-'Iarch
and April 1978 within the framevork of the Iconord.c Commission for Hestern Asia, to
adopt a plan for the re~ion.

2J For the report of the seminar, see ST/ESA/SER.B/9.

§j ArgentiDa, Colombia .. Coste.. Rica, Cuba" Dominican Republic ~ Jamaica~ >Iexico,
Panama and Venezuel~o

l! For the report of the s,""ins?, see ST/ESA/SER.B/IO.

/ ...
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33. 1r1 :i'urope, the :Jivision of Social Affairs of the United ',Tations Office at
Genevg organized a SeFt:l.D2-Y ~!..n the '(etherla.rlr:Js ~ in April 1977, O!'.. tl:.e char:ging roles
of nen and '>!omen i.n llioC1<;rll sac iety '; their functiorls, riGht sand responsibilities.
TLe ,':~ain focus of the SE:r'riIlar 'Has the nmI relations:l.ip ',Jet"Teen men and women in tbe
f2rnily~ in employment ~ in public life, an6.. so forth~ in those societies \.-rhich are
trying to shake off the vesti(s8S of sex-oriented -prejudices and bc:trriers.
Consultations are nmy taking place with 2, vieioJ to organize a E1.~ropean seminar in
order to adopt a European plan of action.


