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I. ZIWTRODUCTION
1. ihe present report has been prepared in compliance with General Asgenbly

resolution 31/1306 of 16 Decembver 197G on the United Uations Decade for Women, by
which the Assembly epproved the Progzrase for the Decade, which focuses on the
first half of the Decade, 1976 to 1G8B0, and recuested the Secretary-Lenersl Lo
report on the implementation ¢f its vrovisions and on measures trlken to implement
the VYorld Plan of Action and the Programme for the Decade.

2. +t may be recalled that, pursuant to paragraph 15 of General Assenxbly
resolution 3520 (XXX}, the Secretary-Ceneral had submitted to the Assembly at its
thirty-first session e report on measures taken toc impleuent the forld Plan of
Actlon and related resolutions of the World Conference of the Tnternational Vomen's
Year and to initiate procedures for the review and apnraisal of the Plan {A/31/220).

3. Tire present report describes further steps which have been teken within the
framework of the implementation of the World Plen of Action, including the
Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women.

b, Tne present report does uot cover the develorments relating to the Voluntary
Fund for the United Hdations Decade for Women, as a report on the subject will be
before the General fssembly at its thirty-sccond session (A/32/17L4), nor does it
refer to tihe develorments relating to the elaboraticn of the Convention on the
Blimination of Discrimination against Women, which will be the subject of a
separate report reguested under Tconomic and Soceisl Council resolution 2058 (LXIT)
of 12 May 1977. The action taken by the Secretary-Genersl relating to the
convening of the Pledging Conference for the United Nations Decade for Women on

£ November 1977 at United Yations ficadguarters will be reported at a later date.

IT. DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO THE REVIZW ARD APPRATSAL
OF THE IMPLEMEFTATION OF THE WORLD PLAN OF ACTION

. In its resolution 3450 (XXX) of 12 December 1975 on the implementation of the
Yorlc Plan of Action, the General Assembly affirmed that a system-wide review and
appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of Action ghould be undertaken

in the years of the biennial review and appraisal of the Tnternational Development
Strategy for the Second United Fations Development Decade, nesmely, 1977-197%, as an
input to the process of review and appraisal of preogress nade under the Strategy.
The Assembly requested the Commission on the Status of Women to consider reports

or measures undertaken in implementation of the World Plan of Action, in accordance
with the Strategy, and to report its findings and conclusions on major trends and
policies with regard tc the status of women, particularly the integration of women
in development, to the Econoidle and Social Council through the Cormittes for
Development Planning and the Committes on Review and Appraisal. The Secretary-
Generwsl was invited to male apnropriate arrangements for the first review and
appraisal of the implementation of the World Flan of Action,

&, In resolution 3520 (X¥XX) of 15 December 1975 on the World Conference of the
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Tnternatioual Womer's Year, the General Asserbly clso alffirmed thet a systen-wide
review and apprsisal of the World Plan of Action should be undertaien biennially
end should constitute an input to the nrocess of raview and appraisal of progress
made vnder the International Develonment Strategy. and that such reviews and
eppraisals should telle into account the Prograrme of Action on the Zstablisiment of
g Hew Internaticnal zconomic Order and the decisions resulting from the sixth and
geventh specisl sessions of the Assembly.

o

Te The Secretary~General prepared a rerort on mezsures undertaken under the
International Development Strategy for the Second United Fations Development Decade
and in implementation of the YWorld Plan of Action (B/CN.&6/598 snd Add.l and 2) for
the consideration of the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-sixth
session.

8. The Commrission recognized that, vithin the time-limit given, fev Goverrments
vere able to report on measures taken at the national level specifically to
implement the World Plan of Action and thet it was therefore difficult at that
stage to adopt findings and conclusions on major global trends and policies with
regard to the status of wowen. It therefore decided that the review undertaken
by it at that session should be considered as a first preliminary review and
appraisal of the implementotion of the Vorld Plen of Action and that a more
corprehensive review should be underteken st the twenty-seventh session in 1978,

G On the recommendation of the Commission, the Economic and Social Council at
its sixty-second session adouvbed resolution 2060 (LXII} of 12 May 1977 the operative

part of which read as follows:

"The Beonomic and Social Council,

1. Wotes with interest the following developments reported during the
period under review in & number of countries:

“{a) The recognition of and comrmitment to the princirle of eguality of
men and women znd the integration of women in development, both for reasons
of social progress and for econcmiec development;

"(t) The adoption or plans for adontion of constitutional and/or
legislative provisions ensuring the principle of ron-discriminastion on grounds
of zex;

"(c) The establishment of provisions for equal access st every level of
educaticn and guidance, compulsory education and the measures necessary to
promote co—-education and to prevent school drop-outs;

“(d) The adopticn of comprehcnsive measures for health education, health
services, sanitation, nutrition, family education, family planning and other
welfare services:

"2, Congiders that, on the basis of the material submitted, action 1is
urgently needed to improve the situation of women in the folloving areas in
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order to meet the minimunm targete set forth in paragraph 46 of the Yorld Flan
of Action for the implementetion of the Ohjectives of the International
Voren's Year for the five-year pericd 1975-1080:

"(a) The enactment of legislation guaranteeing the principle of ecuality
and nen-discrimination on grounds of sex, particularly legsislation designed
to guarantee to women cquel pey for equal work:

"(t) Appropriate measures to inform and advise women of their rights,
utilizing the msss communication media vherever appronriate, and Lo provide
then with assistance in exercising their rights and responsibilities:

“(c) The estzblishment of goals, strategies end time-tables to incrcase
the participaticn of women in decision meking at local, national and
international levels

"(d) The establishment of specific target dates for the climination of
illiteracy., especially amcng young persons, and the provision of the measures
necessary for its maintenance within as short a time as possible for each
State;

“{e} The provision of life-long and continuing educaticn, training and
retraining facilities to meet the needs and aspirations of women:

(f) The development of modern rural technoleogy, cothtage industry,
pre-schocl day-care centres, and time and energy seving devices to help reduce
the heavy workload and increase the resources of women, particularly those
living in rursl sectors and the urban poor;

"(g) The creation of new employment and income-producing oppertunities
for women and the expansion of existing emvlcoyment opprortunities, and
elinination of discrimination in the terms and conditions of employment on
grounds of sex;

"{h) The establishment cr strengthening of an interdisciplinary and
multisectoral machinery by Govermments for accelerating the achievement of
equal opportunities for women and their full integration inte national life:.

"{i) The establishment and enforcement of measures to facilitate the
cabination of family and work responsibilities;

"{j) The provision and extension of comprehensive and continucus health
and other sceial services to underprivileged urban and rural communities,
including maternity and child-care services azs well as family life education:

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to
the sttention of the Committee on Review and Appraisal et its fourth session
in May 1977, together with the relevant reports submitted to the Commission
on the Status of Vomen, at its twenty-sixzth session (E/CM.6/598 and Add.1l and
2) and any information submitted subsequent to the preparation of these
reports;

J



Af32/175
Inelish
Poge 5

"k, Urges the Committee on Reviev and Appraisal, in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 3450 [¥XX), parazraph 5, to pay specizl attention
to the gquestion of the status of women and to take into account the abhove
recommentations in the review and appraisal in 1977 of the Tnternational
Developuent Stratesy for the Second United MNations Development Decade:

"5. Heguests the Secretary-Gemerzl, in connexion with the next review
and appraisal of the Implementation of the World Flan of Action:

"{a) To premsre, in consultation with the regioral commissions, a
guestionnaire on the implerentation of the World Plan of Action to be
forvarded to Govermments In 1977

“{b) To prepare a report on the basis of the replies to the
gquestionnaire, taking into account informaticon received subsequent to the
preparation of document E/CH.598 and AQC. 1 and 2, for the consideration of
the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session in
January 1978,

6.  Also requests the Secretary-General:

"(a) To ensure as far as possible that, in 1979, the questiocnnaire
relating to the implementation of the World Plan of Action shall be forwarded
to Governments, together with the request for infermation relating to the
review and appraisal of the International Development Stratepy:

M(v) To prepaere a comprehensive report based on the replies to these
questiconnaires, for ceonsideration at the 28th session of the Committee on the
Status of Women and at the Vorld Confersnce of the United Nations Decade for
Women, 1900,"
10. In complience with that resolution, the Secretary-General cireculated a
gquestionnaire to Govermments on 11 July 1977 with a view to assessing the progress
achieved at the nationsl level in the implementation of the VWorld Plan of Action,
especially the minimum cbjectives set forth in paragraph 46 of the Flan.

The questionnaire is divided intc six sections as follows:

I. General aspects including development of planning and monitoring systems

II. Perticipation in political life, policy making, International
co-operation and the strengthening of international peace

TIT. ¥ducation and training including cultursl sctivities
IV. Imvployment and related economic roles
V. Iealth, education and sceial weli-being

VI. Family, human settlements and other social guestions
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Various reguests for information contained in the cuestionnaire nave a direct
besring on the specific recammendations contained in General Assewbly resolution
31/136, especially as they relate to the sstablishment of machinery designed to
cnsure the effective implementation and evaluation of the World Plan of Action

aud the Programme for the Decade (para. 4) snd to The undertaking of massive public
irfermation programmes with a view to bringirs awereness to all sectors of the
populaté?n about the need of fully implecmenting the Frogramme for the Decade

(para. .

11. Also in compliance with paragraphs 4 and 5 of General Assembly resolution
3490 (XXX) and writh the recommendation of the Commission on the Status of Women

at its resumed twenty-sixth session which were subseguently endorsed by the
Council, the findings and conclusions eof the Commission were brought to the notice
of the Committee on Development Planning and the Committee on Review and Appraisal
vhich were urged to pay special sttention to the gquestion of the status of women
in the review and appraisal of the International Develomment Stratesgy.

12. At its thirteenth segsion, held in April 1977, the Committee on Develorment
Flanning had before it the report of the Commission on the Status of Women on its
twenty-sixth session (5/5909) and the report in documents E/CN.&/568 and Add.1
and 2. The Committee took note of General Assembly resolutiom 3490 (¥{X) on the
report on its twelfth session. Tt stated that it had been informed about the
views put forward by the Commission on the Status of Women in the report on its
twenty-sixth session on the subject of majicr trends and policies with regard to
the status of women, particularly the integration of women iii the development
precess, and that in discharging its responsibilities, folleowing its customary
practice, the Committee will continue to draw on the work carried out by the
Commission on the Status of Women sud all other bodies of the United Nations that
are concerned with development problems and policies. 1/

13. At its fourth session, held in iay and June 1977, the Committee con Review and
Appraisal bhad before it Economic and Social Council resclution 2060 (LXIT), the
report of the Commission on the Status of Women (E/5900) and the report of the
Committee on Development Planning on its thirteenth session (E/5932). 1/

Reference to the implementaticon of the World Plan of Action was not made in the
report of the Committee on Review and Appraisal.

ITI. DEVELOFMENTS RELATIKG TO THE INTERORGANIZATIONAL
PROCRAMME FOR THE UNITED NATICNS DECADE FOR WOMEN:
EQUALITY, DILVELOFMENT AND PEACE

1k, In accordance with paragrash 5 (b) of Genersl Assenbly resolution 3520 (XX),
the organizations of the United Pations system have further developed the
interorganizational programme which. although initially conceived of as dealing

1/ Official Records of the Liconcmic and Social Council, Sixty-second Session,
Sunolement Ho. N (£/5939), para 06.




only with the integration of women in development, now covers o mich wider field
and is geered to the implenmentation of the Vorld Plan of fction in line with the
chbjectives for the United Metions Decade For TWomen 1076-1985. The progresme is
therefore ertitied 'Intercrgenizational programce for the United Nations Decade for
Viomen:  Jguelity, Develowment and Peace’ and will he implemented in two Tive-year
nhases.

15. The programme is based on ar anslysis of the objectives contained in the “orld
Plan of Action and in related resolutions of the Mexico Conference and the General
Assenbly. After elaboratiog of’ a concertual frameworl for the programme, &
gynthesis of onzoing and planned sctivities of the United Fations system has been
unlertaken in accordance with the nine prinecipal cbjectives of the programme, which
in turn are broken down into a nunber of more specific objectives. Activities are
being undertaken or planned towards each of the objectives, according to the
following means of action: (a) ftechnical co-onerstion; (b) research, data
collection and analysis; (c¢) diszemination and exchange of informetion; and

(@) formulation, implementation and review of internstional standsrds. The
Programme’s purpose is Lo promote effective co-cperation and collsboration emong
all corganizations of the syster in order to ceccelerate further the system's
response to the resolutions of the World Conference of the Internaticnal Vonlen's
Year while avelding durlication of efforts and waste of the limited resources
available. It is understood that seversl activities may be planned ané implerented
a5 Jjoint projects wiile others may require sepsrate action by individual
organizations according to their areas of speciaslization.

1G. The interorganizetional programme vas completed by the United ¥ations in
Apral 1577, on the Dasis of contributions received by 2ll interested crganizations.
Its approval was expected by the end of May 1877. TFowever, various organizations
forwarded corrections, additions or revigions to the text which was sent to all
corganizations by mid-April 1977. These have been incorporated into the text and
the Programmc has now been finalized. The future of the Frogremme, especielly its
regular updating as well as the possibility of joint dimplementation of projects,
will be discussed at the 23 Ioc Interagency “eeting on Frepsrations of the Uorld
Conference, 1980, which vas held at Ceneva Trom 20 to 22 July 1977.

IV. DIVELOPMENTS ERELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
ITTERVATTONAL RESFARCH AND TRATWING INSTITUTE

17- 1In resolution 31/135 of 16 December 1976, the General Assenbly endorsed the
decizicn of the Economie and focial Council to create an International Research and
Training TIrstitute for the 2Advancement of Vomen, as well as the guidelines set out
by the Council in resolution 1998 (LX) of 12 llay 197¢ regarding the activities of
the Tnstitute, in particular the necessary close collabor.tion between the Centre
and the regional institutes which have gimilar objectives. The Generel Assembly
also accepted with appreciation the offer of the Govermment of Iran to act as liost
for the Institute; it requested the Secretary-General to expedite the substantive
preparations for the eariy establishment of the Institute and to this end seek
actively finencial resources through voluntery contributions as well as technical
supnort for it. The Secretary-General was Turther recuested to report to the

foo



AfAEFITS

glish
Page O

Bconomic and Social Courncil sl its sixty-szecond session on the progress achieved.
In compliance with that resolution, the Sceretary-Genersl submitted a report fo the
Council at that session (E/5928), and has further pursued the activities described
AT - L

therein.

18,  In resolution 31/137 of 1& December 1976, the General Assembly requested the
cecretary-General to convene during the thirty-second session of the Assembly a
pledging conference for voluntary contributions to ve made to the Voluntary Fund
for the United Tlaticns Decade for Vlemen For the murnose of finsncing programues
under the Yorld Plan of Action and the Prograrme for the Decade for Vomen and to
the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Tomen.

The Iledging Conference is scheduled to be neld at Headgusriers on 8 Yovember 1977.

:9. The following pledges of financial supnort Tor the Tnstitute have nov been
made:

TP2O ¢ 6 v w6 e e e e 31,000,000

Fauriting « o« o o+ o 15,000

Turkey . . . . . . . . . 5,000

In addition, the following sums vere contributed in cash:

Fetherlands . . . . . . fof L2s
Philivpines . . + « .+ 500

V. PREPARATTOHAS FOR THE WORLD COMFERWHCE OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DRCADZ FOR WOLEN, 1980

20, Tn its resolution 3520 (¥XX) of 15 Decewber 1975, the General Assembly
proclaimed the perica from 1976 to 1665 United Hations Decade for Vomen: Douality,
Development and Peace, to be devoted to effective and sustained naticnal, regional
and international action to imglement the World Plan of Action and related
resclutions of the World Conrerence of the Irternational Women's Year. It also
decided to convene in 1980, ab the nid-term of the Decade, 2 world conference to
review and evaluate the progress nedle in implementing the objectives of the
International Vomen's Year, s3 recommended by the Torld Conference of the
International Yomen's Yesr and, where necessary, to readjust existing programmes in
the light of new data and resesrch availsble.

21. The Tconcmic and Soeial Council, in resolution 1999 (LX)} of 12 May 1976,
stressing the importance of a comprehensive and thorough review and appraisal of
progress nade in meeting the goals of the Viorld Plen of Action, reguested the
Comrission on the Status of ¥omen, at its twenty-sixth session, to consider
different aspects of the preparatory work for the Vorld Conference on the Decade,
including its agenda. t further decided to consider at its sixty-Fourth session,
to be held in March and April 1978, the mreparstory work for the Conference.

2¢.  Acceordingly, the Secretarv-General nrepared a note on the preczaratory work for
the 1530 Conference for the consideration of the Commission on the Status of Women

fooe
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at ils twenty-sizth secsion, where certain issues were vaised relating to different
agpects ol the substantive preparation and the organizaticn of the Conference as

well as the programmed budgeb implications (E/CH.6/600).

23. The gd¢ hoc interagency wmeeting on the recomendations of the World Conference
of the International Vomen's Year, which convened at Geneva from

1 to 8§ September 1976, exvressed the hope that the preparations for the 1980
Confercice would be accorded the same importance as those for other major United
dations conferences, and that adeguate rescurces would be allocated for this
purpese. It strongly endorsed the helding in 1979 of regional intergoverrmental
conferences, which were considered as an essential part of the preparatory work.
These conferences would review the progress made in the implementation of the plans
of acticn at the country and regional levels and propose any revisicns of emphasis.
Parallel meetinge of non-governmental organizations and mass media representatives
at the regional level were also considered useful. The meebing further agreed that
it would ve important to hold z2d hoc Ilateragency meetings during the pericd before
the Conference in order to arrange for and co-ordinste the system's inputs to the
mreparatory work. It suggested that such meetings, as necessary, should be arransed
starting in July 1277, during the sixty-third session of the Feoromic and Social
Council at Gereva. An Ad Hoc Tateragency Meeting on Prenarations for the World
Conrerence of the United Nations Decade for Vomen was convened at Geneva from

20 to 22 July 1G977. Particinants were invited, among other things, tc give their
views on the substantive aspects of the nrepmaration of the Conference, including a
suggested agenda and an identification of documents to be prerpersd. 2/

2l he Commission on the Status of lomen discussed the question of the
rreparatory work for the Conference at its resumed twenty-sixth session i/ and
recommenCed a draft resolution for adeopticn by the lconomic and Social Council. b/

2%. The Economic and Socizl Council amernded the above-mentioned draft resolution
and adopted the text as resolution 2062 (IXII) of 12 lMey 1977, the operative
paragraphs of which read as follows:

"1. Requests the Commissicn on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh
gession Tc give the highest priority to the consideration of the item
' Prevaratory work Tfor the World Confercnce of the United Nations Decade for
Women, 1980 ° and to the study of proposals concerning the substantive and
crganizational arrangements {or the ConTerence, taking into account all the
relevant reports relating to the review and appraisal of the implementation of
the World Plan of Action, as well as the discussicnz of the Commission and

2/ At the time of the preparation of the present report, information was not
aveilable on the results of the meeting.

3/ For a sumaary of the discussion, see (Ufficial Records of the Fconomic and
Spcial Council | Sixty-second Session, Surplement Fo. 3 (E/500Q), paras. 325-3L3,

4/ For the text of the draft resolution, see ihic., pp. 21-22, draft
resolution VIIT.
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Conference of the United fations Decade for Women, ond of revorting therecn

to the Heonomic sné Zocial Council at its sixty-Tourth session.”
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26, In compliance with parazranh 1 of ths resolution, the Commission on the Status
of Liomen will have before it at its twenty-seventh session proposels which will
Turther elaborate the substantive and crganizational arrangements for the Conference.
These proposals will refiect the exchanse of views and conclusions reached at the

Ad Hoc Interagency ilecting on Freperations for the World Conference of the United
Fations Docace for Women slready mcrt4oned. The note to e preparec for the
Commission’s consideraticn will suggest o nmorve detailed agenda with the
corresponding documentation to be prepared by the relevant organizations within

the United Maticns system.

VI. ELABORATIO. OF RIGIOHAL PLAWNS AND PROCGRAMMES

27. The vorld Plan of Action, in paragraph LG, sets out 14 objectives, the
achievement of which should be envisaged by the mid-point of the United Naticns
vecade for Yon in 1980. It recommends further that these objectives should be
developed in more specific terms in regional plens of action. Also, both the Verld
Plan of Action and the Programme for the Decade stress the role, at the repgionsl
isvel, cof the regional commissions in stimulating rationazl action {hrough the
development of regional programmes for the Decade. The developments described
below are all in iuplerentation of the World Plan of Action and the Programme for
the vecade ond heve 2 most direct and important bearing on the recowiendations of
Conerel Assembly resolution 31/1306,

28. Degional seminars, conferences or coasultations have taken place or are now
rlanned in the five regions, in close co-coreration with the regional commissions,
as follow-un acticn to the Conference. 1In sowe ingtances the seminars are held
wader the United Vations regular programue of technical co-cperation, and the
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Cenbre Tor Hoecial Develcmment and Hunanitarisn Affsirs acts a3 the exscuting agencyr
ir. consultabion with the regional commissions.

29, The first seminesr of the Decade was held in Arpentina in March 1976, under the
resular programme of technical co-operation, on the participation of womern in
economic, social and political developrment ard obstacles to their integration. The
seminar receommended that a group of experts should be convened to elaborste a
regional plen of action before the end of 1976. 5/ In implementaticn of this
request a Technical Consultative leeting was held in Hexico City from

10 to 1k January 1977, which adcpted a regionsl plan of action. This meeting was
sttended by experts of nine countries of the resion invited in thelr personsal
capacity, and in consultation with their Govermments. 6/ It was followed by =
fegional Conference on the Integraticn of Vomen in the Zeoncomic and Social
Development of Latin America which tras held in Havena from 13 to 17 Jure 1977. The
Conference adopted a Regionzl Plan of Acticn ss well as a rescluticn recoumending
that the Irecutive Secretary of FULA convoke a special session of the Plenary
fommittee of the Commisgzion during 1977 to give final approval to the Regional Flan
of Action for the Intepration of Vomern into Development and to adopt the measures
necessary to guarantee its rapld and effective implementation.

30. In the Asigr region, which already has a regional plan of action endorsed at
the World Conference in liexico, & regionsl follow-up seinar was held in Nepal in
February 1977 on the participation of women in nolitical, econcmic and social
development {with special emvhasis on machinery to accelerate the integration of
wouen in development). This sewminar was orcanized under the regular programme of
technical co-cperation by the Centre for Social Development and Humenitarian
Affairs. T/

31. In Africa, which has a regional plen of action endorsed by the World Cenference
and an ongoing action programme of several yesrs' standing., a regional conference

is being planned by the Feonomic Commission for Africa, with support from the Centre
for Social Develcpment and Humanitarian Affairs through the regular programme of
technical co—operation. The Conference is scheduled tc be held from 27 Sentember
to 3 October 1977 in Fouakchott and it is anticipated that 35 participants will
attend. The objectives of the conference will be to review progress in the
impleuentation of plans of action for the integration of women in development at

the naticnal and regional levels and to propose further activities, including weys
in which organizaticons and agencies working at the regional level can co-operate
with each other.

32. FPlans are being made for a regional consultation, to be held in Amman in Harch
and April 1978 within the framework of the Lccnomic Commission for Western Asia, to
adopt a plan for the regicn. .

5/ For the report of the seminar, see ST/ESA/SER.B/9.

6/ Argentina, Colombis, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Mexico,
Panama and Venezuela.

7/ For the report of the seminar, see ST/ESA/SER.EB/LO.
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33.  In rurope, the Division of Soeial Affairs of the United Yations Office at

G 7 jg, in April 1877, on the charging roles
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trying to shake off the vestiges of sex-coriented prejudices and barriers.
Consultations are now taking place with a view to organize a Furopean scminar in

order to adopt a Huropeean plan of action.



