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The meeting waé'calledHo order at 1 0 . 2 0 a.ш. 

THE НХСШТ OP PEOPLES TO SELP-DETEElOTATIOBr 'Ш ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UHDER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCDPATION (agenda item 9) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/ 1984/ 15 , 16 , 4 1 , 5 2 , 55 and 5 5 ; E/CN . 4 / 1984/L.9? .E/CN . 4 /Í9 8VNG0 / 1 4 , 15 , • 
18, 2 0 , 23 and 26) 

1 . The CHAIRMAN, a f t e r c a l l i n g the meeting to order, s a i d that he vrould have to 
suspend the meeting immediately u n t i l the meeting o f a r e g i o n a l group had f i n i s h e d . 

The meeting was suspended at 10 .25 and resumed at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. 

2 . Mr. JAEGER (Federal Republic o f Germany) s a i d that the r i g h t o f peoples to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i t s a p p l i c a t i o n to peoples under c o l o n i a l o r a l i e n domination 
o r f o r e i g n occupation was one of the main subjects of the present s e s s i o n o f the 
Commission. The Un i t e d Nations sought to e s t a b l i s h co-operation among States on 
equal terms and, w i t h i n the context o f that co-operation, the r i g h t to s e l f -
d etermination was of paramount importance. Only through s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n could 
a l l peoples be inc o r p o r a t e d i n t o a genuine community of States marked by c o l l e c t i v e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was therefore a cornerstone o f 
the order towards which' the United, Nations was working. 

3 . I n i t s Charter, the U n i t e d Nations had set i t s e l f the goal of developing 
f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s among nations based on respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e s of the equal 
r i g h t s and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples. 'The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was 
a l s o enshrined i n a r t i c l e 1 of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights and 
the D e c l a r a t i o n on P r i n c i p l e s o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law concerning F r i e n d l y R e l a t i o n s 
•and Co-operation among Sta t e s i n accordance w i t h the Charter o f the United Nations 
and the P i n a l Act of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe. The 
s i g n a t o r i e s o f the H e l s i n k i P i n a l Act had r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n ' to respect' the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , not„ûnly among themèelves but a l s o i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h a l l other S t a t e s . 

4 . Since i t s i n c e p t i o n , the United Nations had c o n t r i b u t e d to the establishment 
of a u n i v e r s a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l community by promoting the r e a l i z a t i o n of s e l f -
d etermination i n former c o l o n i e s . Although the process was drawing to a clos e 
and c o l o n i a l i s m would soon be r e l e g a t e d to the past, the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
was now faced w i t h new t h r e a t s . Undiminished e f f o r t s were therefore r e r u i r e d to 
pro t e c t that r i g h t , which accorded every n a t i o n the freedom to determine i t s own 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t us and i t s p o l i t i c a l , l e g a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l development 
through'référendums and elë~otl6nB.~'The right'-to self-^eterminationr-carüed-for-a-
constant process of review of d e c i s i o n s f r e e l y ' taken. I t ailso included;'-the-' r i g h t 
of the n a t i o n to change i t s i n t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e and i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n and to de-velop 
them anew. 

5 . R e a l i z a t i o n o f the r i g h t " t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was incon c e i v a b l e without 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the i n d i v i d u a l and guarantees of h i s b a s i c r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to property, the freedoms o f r e l i ^ o n , speech and 
i n f o i r a a t i o n , assembly and a s s o c i a t i o n , as w e l l as the r i g h t to move f r e e l y w i t h i n 
one's country and to leave i t . 
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6. The r i g h t . o f peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and observance of the b a s i c r i g h t s 
of the i n d i v i d - u a l were i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d . A l l of the a c t i v i t i e s of the Commission 
were t h e r e f o r e : o f considerable importance f o r r e a l i z a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Although that r i g h t поч enjoyed world-wide r e c o g n i t i o n and had 
been wi d e l y r e a l i z e d , there were s t i l l cases i n which i t was abused and the 
independence of States sometimes threatened, something that was true not only of the 
remaining v e s t i g e s of t r a d i t i o n a l c o l o n i a l i s m but a l s o of nev; forms of c o l o n i a l i s m . 
founded on i d e o l o g i e s that sought to j u s t i f y the i l l e g a l occupation of States and 
the oppression of n a t i o n s . In consequence, m i l l i o n s of people had been deprived of 
t h e i r elementary r i g h t s i n t h e i r own country or had been made refugees i n a f o r e i g n 
country. The r e s u l t i n g p o l i t i c a l c r i s e s and the f a t e of the pçople concerned were 
and must be of deep concern to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. That was t r u e of the 
v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e i r a i n a t i o n i n Afghanistan эла Kampuchea, as w e l l 
as i n other parts of the world. In the centre of Europe the German n a t i o n was d i v i d e d 
against, i t s w i l l and thus deprived of i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

7- The e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had always Ьеэп an 
e s s e n t i a l component of the f o r e i g n p o l i c y pursued by the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany. 
I t was a r i g h t of paramount importance to a l a s t i n g peace i n Europe. His country 
would continue to work f o r a s t a t e ox peace i n Europe i n which the German n a t i o n , 
wou]d r e g a i n . i t s u n i t y through e x e r c i s e of i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e i r a i n a t i o n , a r i g h t 
that must,also be respected elsewhere i n the world, since i t was the solé foundation 
on which peace, freedom and the r e a l i z a t i o n of man's i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s could be*-* 
safeguarded. 

8. Mr. HE'rfITT (United States of America) said i t was deplorable that the Conmission 
must yet again d e l i b e r a t e on a s i t u a t i o n i n which the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n • 
could not be e x e r c i s e d , namely the s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan f o u r years a f t e r the 
i n v a s i o n by the Soviet Union. The subsequent adoption by the General .assembly, • 
by an overwhelming m a j o r i t y , of f o u r r e s o l u t i o n s on Afghanistan r e f l e c t e d the • 
outrage of n a t i o n s , aligned and non-aligned a l i k e , over the Soviet invasion,. In 
r e s o l u t i o n 1983/7 the Commission had proposed i n 1983 a f a i r and comprehensive 
s o l u t i o n to, the Afghan problem that c a l l e d f o r an immediate withdrawal of f o r e i g n 
troops, the r i g h t of the Afghan people to choose t h e i r own form of government, 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of Afghanistan's t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l independence and non-aligned 
s t a t u s , and the r i g h t of the refugees to r e t u r n to t h e i r homes i n safety'aind honour. 
The Afghan people ;were s t i l l deprived of t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and hence 
the Commission must act again to r e a f f i r m i t s commitment to those p r i n c i p l e s and seek 
a negotiated p o l i t i c a l settlement. 

9. The p o l i c y of the United States Government vis-à-vis the problem of Afghanistan 
was c l e a r and c o n s i s t e n t . I t sought the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e settlement to o b t a i n the 
withdrawal of the i n v a d i n g f o r c e s and to r e s t o r e to Afghanistan i t s independence and 
the freedom to choose i t s own f u t u r e . The u n i t e d States f i r m l y b e l i e v e d that a 
peaceful settlement was p o s s i b l e and s t r o n g l y supported the e f f o r t s being made by, . 
the Secretary-General to that end. 

10. In the meantime, the Soviet Union was c o n t i n u i n g i t s f u t i l e war against the 
Afghan people and prolonging the s u f f e r i n g i n Afghanistan. Such obstinacy i n the 
face of almost u n i v e r s a l condemnation year a f t e r year bespoke a stubborn p o l i c y of 
m i l i t a r y conquest and c y n i c a l d i s r e g a r d of c o l l e c t i v e o p i n i o n . The Soviet-Afghan war 
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had now been fought longer than the Soviet s t r u g g l e against Nazi Germany dtiring 
the Second World War.• The l e n g t h of the s t r u g g l e bore witness to the f i e r c e p r i d e 
and love of freedom of the Afghan people, despite the hiomanand m a t e r i a l l o s s e s and 
d e p r i v a t i o n the war was causing. . . • 

11. Because of Soviet d e v a s t a t i o n and oppression, more than 3 m i l l i o n Afghans had 
f l e d t h e i r country and thousands more had become dis p l a c e d persons w i t h i n 
Afghanistan i t s e l f . P a k i s t a n provided asylum to more than 2 m i l l i o n refugees, thus 
d i s p l a y i n g both admirable humanity and.competence. UNHCR als o deserved s p e c i a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s e f f o r t s to l e s s e n the burden of the refugees by p r o v i d i n g s h e l t e r , 
food and medical care. 

12. Soviet b r u t a l i t y against Afghan, c i v i l i a n s had undermined the propaganda 
emanating from the Soviet Union and the Afghan Government., which portrayed- the 
S o v i e t s as p r o t e c t o r s and Babrak Karmal as a beloved and d e m o c r a t i c a l l y chosen leader. 
Alexander S o l z h e n i t s y n has said that v i o l e n c e could not e x i s t by i t s e l f and was 
i n v a r i a b l y i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h the l i e . A f ghanistan thus aff o r d e d another example of . 
Soviet b r u t a l i t y v e i l e d by l i e s and d e c e i t . 

13. The ambitions of the Soviet leaders i n C e n t r a l A s i a were no d i f f e r e n t from 
those of t h e i r I s a r i s t predecessors. For the past 200 years Russia had expanded 
southwards-with the goal of o b t a i n i n g v/arm -i-fater ports on the. Indian Ocean. In i t s 
e f f o r t to add Afghanistan to the conquered C e n t r a l A s i a n khanates, Moscow had 
i n s t i g a t e d a coup i n l a t e 1979 against the Amin Government, i n s t a l l e d a puppet regime 
i n Kabul and u n i l a t e r a l l y intervened w i t h m i l i t a r y f o r c e s . Only l a t e r had the 
S o v i e t s claimed that they had been i n v i t e d i n by an established-Government. . . 
According to the S o v i e t s , the Afghan people had ^exercised t h e i r r i g h t to ' 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n through the s o - c a l l e d " r e v o l u t i o n " of 1978, which precluded the 
need f o r e l e c t i o n s . 'The argument that Moscow was f i g h t i n g "outside i n t e r f e r e n c e " 
was v a l i d o n ly i f the Afghans were regarded as being o u t s i d e r s i n t h e i r ovrn.-^country. 
Meanwhile, the USSR was s t i l l attempting to make..Afghanistan a s a t e l l i t e , w i t h 
105,000 troops wreaking death and d e v a s t a t i o n . The t r u e Soviet i n t e n t i o n s would 
be confirmed i f Soviet troops were s t i l l i n Afghanistan when the General Assembly 
reconvened at the end of the year., 

14. Mosco-w's satrap i n Kabul, Babrak Karmal, had r i d d e n i n t o h i s co-untry on the 
coat-tailá of the -invading army i n December 1979, a f t e r the a s s a s s i n a t i o n of h i s 
predecessor. The Afghan people despised the Afghan communist movement, which-
counted b a r e l y 50,000 members, or О . 3 per cent of the p o p u l a t i o n . Lacking i n .popular 
support, the regime was t r y i n g to exert c o n t r o l through t e r r o r . The Afghan secret 
p o l i c e , kno\̂ m as Khad, was modelled on the Soviet KGB and was -under Soviet d i r e c t i o n . 
That, o r g a n i z a t i o n s y s t e m a t i c a l l y v i o l a t e d human r i g h t s i n the. areas c o n t r o l l e d by 
the regime and i n s t i l l e d ,a pervasive atmosphere of s u s p i c i o n and f e a r . 

15. The e n t i r e чтог1а sympathized w i t h the s u f f e r i n g of,the Afghan people and regarded 
w i t h -unease the i n s t a b i l i t y created by Soviet i m p e r i a l i s m i n an already ..volatile-, 
r e g i o n . I t was t h e r e f o r e a b s o l u t e l y necessary to f i n d a settlement s a t i s f a c t o r y to 
a l l p a r t i e s concerned, i n c l u d i n g the Soviet Union. He wished to .remind -the 
Soviet Union that one of i t s . renowned.diplomats, Maxim L i t v i n o v , had stated before , 
the League of Nations some 5^ years p r e v i o u s l y that peace was i n d i v i s i b l e , A c c o r d i n g 
to I4r. • L i t v i n o v , i t was c l e a r that each war was the c r e a t i o n of a preceding war 
and the generator of new, present or f u t u r e wars. 
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16. The nations of the world t h e r e f o r e appealed to the S o v i e t Union to commit 
i t s e l f to the path of peace and to a l l o w the Afghan people to choose t h e i r own 
d e s t i n y , f r e e from outside i n t e r f e r e n c e . Was i t impossible f o r the S o v i e t Union 
to l i v e i n harmony w i t h a s m a l l n e u t r a l and non-aligned neighbour that threatened 
no one? 

1 7 . A very s i m i l a r tragedy:.had b e f a l l e n the g e n t l e people of Kampuchea, A f t e r 
having supported P o l Pot and the Юатег Roiige regime i n 1 9 7 5 » "Viet Fam had found 
them i n s u f f i c i e n t l y subservient and had replaced them i n 1979 w i t h a regime londer 
the c o n t r o l of a former P o l Pot l i e u t e n a n t . F o l l o w i n g the Vietnamese m i l i t a r y 
i n v a s i o n , hundreds of thousands of Kampucheans had been forced to f l e e t o the Thai 
border,' Nearly / 4 0 0 , О О О of them had s e t t l e d along the border or had found refuge 
abroad. In i t s campaign ag a i n s t the Kampuchean r e s i s t a n c e , i n 1985 V i e t Nam had 
launched massive-attacks supported by tanks and a r t i l l e r y a g ainst c i v i l i a n 
encampments near the Thai border, causing h-undreds of c a s u a l t i e s and f o r c i n g 
8 5 , 0 0 0 Khmers- to f l e e i n t o Thailand. In I 9 8 4 V i e t Nam had already s h e l l e d one 
c i v i l i a n camp and i t s : a r m y remained poised to a t t a c k others. I t had a l s o used 
chemical'and toiclc weapons-affecting not only m i l i t a r y personnel but a l s o c i v i l i a n s . 
I t was even s e t t l i n g i t s own n a t i o n a l s i n Kampuchea w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s - a n d t r e a t i n g Kampuchea as a colony. Reports affirmed t h a t the 
Vietrtôôfëse were being'given p r i o r i t y access to the best .farmlands and f i s h i n g 
areáŝ y scmethirig t h a t r a i s e d s e r i o u s questions about Hanoi's l o n g term i n t e n t i o n s 
i n Kampuchea. The Vietnamese s e t t l e r s used a system of s u r v e i l l a n c e and of 
teachers to i n d o c t r i n a t e young Khmers. Vietnamese a d v i s e r s c o n t r o l l e d every l e v e l 
of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n Kampuchea and any person considered to be c a r r y i n g out 
propaganda to sabotage i n t e r n a l u n i t y and Kampuchea-Lao-Viet Nam s o l i d a r i t y was 
subject to a r r e s t and "re-education". 

18. Moreover, the border between Kampuchea and V i e t Nam had begun to change, beirtg 
moved f u r t h e r i n t o Kampuchea. In J u l y 1 9 8 5 , Hanoi a n d . i t s regime.in Phnom Penh 
had signed an agreement r e d e f i n i n g the horder on a b a s i s which no previous: 
Kampuchean Government, whether r o y a l i s t , r e p u b l i c a n or communist, would have 
accepted.. .It..s.eemed t h a t the Khmers l i v i n g i n areas annexed under the agreement 
had been d i s p l a c e d by Vietnamese s e t t l e r s . 

1 9 . Thé i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was thus w i t n e s s i n g , both i n Afghanistan and 
i n Kampuchea, major m i l i t a r y e f f o r t s by two c o m t r i e s , the S o v i e t Union and V i e t Nam, 
to subjugate neighbouring S t a t e s , members of the United Nations, by seeking to 
destroy a l l opponents and by d i s m a n t l i n g a l l of the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I t was 
e s s e n t i a l f o r the Commission to express i t s e l f on the s u b j e c t . 

2 0 . Mr,' HILALY (Pakis t a n ) s a i d t h a t a s t a b l e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a f f a i r s remained an e s s e n t i a l p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of the fundamental 
r i g h t s of peoples and that the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s governing i n t e i m a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s ihust be s t r i c t l y observed. Unfortunately,- the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l 
s i t u a t i o n had continu.ed to d e t e r i o r a t e f o r some years. The sacrosanct p r i n c i p l e s 
of the Charter, i n p a r t i c u l a r the p r i n c i p l e s of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , non-interference 
and non-uSe of f o r c e , were bein g v i o l a t e d more and more, thus s e r i o u s l y 
J e o p a r d i z i n g a l l prospects f o r a t t a i n i n g a s t a b l e world order. I t was t h e r e f o r e 
imperative f o r the S t a t e s Members-of the United Nations to remain r e s o l u t e i n t h e i r 
defence of the i d e a l s of the Charter, 
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21. The p r i n c i p l e s o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and eq\ial r i g h t s were enshrined i n the 
Charter of the United Nations. I t was the a p p l i c a t i o n of those p r i n c i p l e s t o the 
s i t u a t i o n of peoples xmder c o l o n i a l or a l i e n domination or f o r e i g n occupation t h a t 
had enabled the United Nations t o make an e f f e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the e a r l y 
phasing out of c o l o n i a l i s m . Yet, r e g r e t t a b l y , c e r t a i n v e s t i g e s of the c o l o n i a l 
era s t i l l stiTvived as an a f f r o n t to c i v i l i z a t i o n and human d i g n i t y . P a k i s t a n 
remained c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the s t r u g g l e of c o l o n i a l and oppressed peoples 
f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence and would continue t o support t h e i r 
l i b e r a t i o n movements. 

22. The c e n t r a l i s s u e of the problem of the Middle East was th a t the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people were bein g denied the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I s r a e l had r e c e n t l y 
committed countless a c t s of aggression and p e r s e c u t i o n against the P a l e s t i n i a n 
and Arab peoples of the r e g i o n , whose f a t e continued to be a matter of deep 
concern to P a k i s t a n . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must exert a l l e f f o r t s to 
redress the h i s t o r i c a l i n j u s t i c e s committed ag a i n s t the P a l e s t i n i a n people. 
The I s r a e l i p o l i c y of aggression and expansion, as r e c e n t l y witnessed i n Lebanon, 
could have d i s a s t r o u s consequences f o r world peace and s e c u r i t y . I t was th e r e f o r e 
imperative f o r concerted e f f o r t s to be made to ensure t h a t I s r a e l withdrew from 
Lebanon and from a l l other occupied P a l e s t i n i a n and Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
the Holy C i t y of Jerusalem. The Commission must a l s o continue to adopt d e c i s i o n s 
upholding the fundamental r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people, i n c l u d i n g t h e i r r i g h t 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the establishment of an independent State i n t h e i r 
homeland, P a l e s t i n e . 

23. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m remained not only i n P a l e s t i n e but a l s o 
i n A f r i c a . The r a c i s t m i n o r i t y regime i n P r e t o r i a s t i l l p e r s i s t e d i n i t s p o l i c y 
of oppression and pe r s e c u t i o n of the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n of South A f r i c a 
ела continued i t s s t r a n g l e h o l d over Namibia by denying the Namibian people t h e i r 
i n a l i e n a b l e n a t i o n a l r i g h t s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and e s p e c i a l l y those 
c o u n t r i e s t h a t were i n a p o s i t i o n to exert i n f l u e n c e over the South A f r i c a n 
regime, must do ev e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e t o put an end to the regime's r e c k l e s s 
p o l i c i e s . L i k e other c o u n t r i e s , P a k i s t a n had always condemned the a-partheid 
system and had extended t o t a l support to the peoples of Namibia and Azania i n 
t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and inaependence. I t had a l s o declared 
i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the f r o n t - l i n e States which had s u f f e r e d from P r e t o r i a ' s 
aggression. 

24. The people of the State of Jammu and Kashmir had not yet been able t o 
e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , d e s p i t e r e c o g n i t i o n of that r i g h t i n 
the r e s o l u t i o n s of the United Nations and the f a c t t h a t the Semla agreement of 1972 
between P a k i s t a n and In d i a had r e a f f i r m e d the need f o r an amicable settlement i n 
the i n t e r e s t of durable peace. 

25. In the recenb past the world had witnessed the re c u i r e n c e of another 
phenomenon which, one would have thought, had become e x t i n c t w i t h the p a s s i n g of 
the c o l o n i a l e r a . The dangerous e s c a l a t i o n i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions was i n no 
sm a l l way due t o the use of m i l i t a r y f o r c e by s t r o n g c o u n t r i e s a ^ i n s t s m a l l 
non-aligned neighbours. Such u n i l a t e r a l m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n placed i n 
jeopardy the most b a s i c precepts of n a t i o n a l r i g h t s and freedoms as w e l l as 
world peace and s e c i a r i t y . 
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26. In Kampuchea, under the pretext of rectifying earlier violations of human rights, 
an unpopular puppet regime had been imposed by a foreign military force. The 
situation was s t i l l a matter of great concern to tho international community and 
the United- Nations had repeatedly called for the withdrawal of foreign forces from 
Kampuchea and for the restoration of the inalienable right of the Kampuchean people 
to determine their own future, free from outside intervention. Pakistan supported 
the c a l l by the General Assembly for withdrawal of.the occupation forces. 

27. In Afghanistan tho human rights situation remained bleak. The continuing foreign 
military occupation of the country contravened the Charter, the recognized norms of 
international conduct, the principle of peaceful coexistence, as viell as-the 
principles espoused by the Non-Aligned Movement and the Islamic Conference. The 
effects of the military intervention were incalculable in terms of human costs and 
threatened the prospects for peace and stability in an extremely sensitive region of 
the world. The national resistance by the Afghan people had been spontaneous and, 
for more than four years they had demonstrated their courage and firm resolve to 
defend their libertyand honour at any cost, in keeping'with their glorious traditions. 

28. The international community, after taking due cognizance of the situation, had 
repeatedly called for the immediate, unconditional and total withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Afghanistan. The General Assembly, the Non-Aligned Movement and the 
Islamic Conference had emphasized the basic principles for a just and comprehensive 
settlement of the c r i s i s : immediate and total withdrawal of foreign troops from 
Afghanistan'; preservation of the sovereignty, t e r r i t o r i a l integrity, p o l i t i c a l 
independence and non-aligned character of Afghanistan; the right of the Afghan people 
to determine their own form of government and to choose their own economic, p o l i t i c a l 
and social system, free from outside intervention, subversion, coercion and constraint 
of any kind whatsoever ; and creation of the necessary conditions that would enable 
the rallions of Afghan refugees driven from the country to return voluntarily to 
their homes in safety and honour. 

29. A direct and tragic consequence of the situation in Afghanistan had been the 
massive exodus of helpless men, women and children, who had been obliged to seek 
shelter as refugees in Pakistan and Iran. The number of Afghan refugees now in 
Pakistan amounted to nearly 5 million and more were arriving every day. In 
accordance with their Islamic and humanitarian duty, the Government and people of 
Pakistan continued to provide r e l i e f and shelter to those refugees. The Pakistani 
Government had made arrangements for the distribution of r e l i e f supplies sent to 
Pakistan and in addition contributed, despite the meagreness of i t s own resources, 
50 per cent of the total cost of the r e l i e f for the refugees,•• His delegation wished 
to take the opportunity to thank friendly countries, UNHCR, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and other international agencies for their assistance 
and co-operation. It refuted the assertions by some parties who deliberately 
misinterpreted the humanitarian assistance provided by Pakistan as a form of 
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. Moreover, i t categorically 
rejected the claim that Pakistan was impeding the return of the Afghan refugees to 
their country. On the contrary, the Government and people of Pakistan would be 
happy to see the refugees return to their homeland, but the refugees should return 
voluntarily, in safety and in honour. 
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50. Pakistan's p o s i t i o n on the Afghanistan c r i s i s transcended c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of 
oxpediency or narrow s e l f - i n t e r e s t . I t was e n t i r e l y i n keeping w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s 
l a i d down by the General Assembly. H i s Government had from the s t a r t h e l d the view 
th a t the problem d i d not admit of a m i l i t a r y s o l u t i o n , even by a Superpower. I t 
had always acted w i t h r e s t r a i n t , anxious to seek a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n and s e t t i n g 
aside procedural problems i n an e f f o r t to deal d i r e c t l y w i t h the i s s u e s of substance. 
I t was on the i n i t i a t i v e of h i s Government that the United Nations d i p l o m a t i c 
process f o r a pea c e f u l settlement had been set i n motion. I n th a t regard, h i s 
de l e g a t i o n wished to pay t r i b u t e to the t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s of the Secretary-General 
and h i s personal r e p r e s e n t a t i v e and observed that the Secretary-General, i n h i s 
l a t e s t r e p o r t to the General Assembly, had talcen note of the r e s u l t s obtained 
through the d i p l o m a t i c channel but had expressed concern over the slow pace of the 
ne g o t i a t i o n s and the obstacles encountered. Pakistan's M n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , 
i n h i s statement to the l a t e s t s e s s i o n o f the General Assembly, had s a i d that h i s 
country supported the United Nations d i p l o m a t i c process and the Secretary-General's 
e f f o r t s , and th a t every e f f o r t must be made to r e s o l v e the i s s u e s outstanding, on 
the b a s i s of work already accomplished and the understandings already reached. The 
M n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s had a l s o pointed out tha.t the great Powers, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the So v i e t Union, could help i n f a c i l i t a t i n g progress towards the goal of 
a j u s t and l a s t i n g settlement of the Afghan problem and that an i n d i c a t i o n of a 
reasonable time schedule f o r the withdrawal of troops would give a d e c i s i v e impetus 
to the Un i t e d Nations process. 

51. H i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the Secretary-General's e f f o r t s would succeed i n 
b r i n g i n g an e a r l y end to the s u f f e r i n g s o f the Afghan people and would l e a d to a 
j u s t and' comprehensive settlement of the problem i n conformity w i t h the d e c i s i o n s 
of the General Assembly. He was sure t h a t the Commission, as the guardian of 
fundamental human r i g h t s , would remain apprised of the si'tuation i n Afghanista,n and 
would defend and support the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and other fundamental 
r i g h t s of the Afghan people. 

52. Consistent w i t h i t s e f f o r t s to promote a p o l i t i c a l settlement of the problem 
and bearing i n mind the Commission's important r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
the fundamental human r i g h t s of the Afghan people, h i s d e l e g a t i o n wished to submit, 
on behalf of the sponsors, d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/'1984/L .9, on the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Afghanistan, the t e x t of which avoided a l l polemics and needed no exp l a n a t i o n . I t 
was h i s hope th a t the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n would meet w i t h the unanimous approval of the 
Commission,, 

53. Mr. BEAULNE (Canada) s a i d that the Charter of the United Nations, i n A r t i c l e 1, 
prçclaimed the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and conceived i t s r e a l i z a t i o n 
i n the context of peaceful co-operation - not armed s t r u g g l e - and of n e g o t i a t i o n , 
i n keeping w i t h the wishes of the i n d i v i d u a l s and groups concerned. 

34. His Government recognized t h a t settlement of the Middle East c o n f l i c t req'uired 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n s , i n c l u d i n g of course t h e i r r i ^ t to a 
homeland. ¥hat would be that homeland, what form would i t take and how co'uld i t f i t 
i n t o the region? Those were the i s s u e s on which the contending p a r t i e s must 
u l t i m a t e l y agrée» The Canadian Government f e l t t h a t the l e g i t i m a t e ambitions of 
the P a l e s t i n i a n s could not be r e a l i z e d a t the expense of t h e i r neighbours, s i n c e 
a l l peoples i n the r e g i o n a l s o had the r i g h t to l i v e i n peace. Without wishing to 
prejudge the outcome of n e g o t i a t i o n s , i t d i d not r e j e c t any p o s s i b l e formula 
provided the formula was a v i a b l e one. The de v a s t a t i o n caused by the war i n Lebanon, 
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the f a c t i o n a l s t r u g g l e s and the occupation of the country Ъу various armed for c e s 
showed that such i s s u e s were p o l i t i c a l i n natiire and went f a r beyond the mandate of 
the Commission.• They must f i r s t be s e t t l e d by the p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t and then 
endorsed by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

5 5 . Tbe U n i t e d Nations had s t r i v e n i n recent years to promote and defend the r i g h t 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and h i s Government supported the c o n s t r u c t i v e e f f o r t s of the 
Secretary-General to re&olve a number of current problems. Despite the appeals of 
the United Nations, many s p e c i a l s i t u a t i o n s continued to be of concern t o - the -
Commission.- Although cases of colonia.! domination d i d e x i s t here and there i n , the 
world, i t was not so much c o l o n i a l i s m as armed i n t e r v e n t i o n , aggression and f o r e i g n 
occupation that were the causes of most of the v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Hence i t was q u i t e proper f o r the General Assembly, i n 
r e s o l u t i o n 5 8 / 1 6 , to request the Commission to continue t o devote s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 
to the v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a i ' l y the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
r e s u l t i n g from i n t e r v e n t i o n , aggression or f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y occupation. 

3 6 . Afghanistan was one of the worst examples of the v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t of a 
people to determine i t s own f u t u r e . ApiDroximatelj'- 110,000 troops, as w e l l as a 
l a r g e contingent of Soviet a d v i s e r s , were supporting an extremely unpopular a,nd 
r e p r e s s i v e regime. Нтлаап r i g h t s were r e g u l a r l y and c y n i c a l l y trampled under f o o t 
and many p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were at the mercy of a r b i t r a r y d e c i s i o n s by a 
government backed by f o r e i g n armed f o r c e s . Reports from Afghanistan t o l d of 
f o r c i b l e c o n s c r i p t i o n , t o r t u r e i n p r i s o n s , summaiT executions, and the bombardment 
and s h e l l i n g of v i l l a g e s and urban r e s i d e n t i a l areas, which had l e d to thousands of 
deaths among defenceless c i v i l i a n s . The seriousness of those events was pointed up 
by the f a c t t h a t approximately 4 m i l l i o n Afgha,ns were refugees i n P a k i s t a n and I r a n -
more than 15 per cent of the Afghan, p o p u l a t i o n . A regime which managed to induce a 
•mass exodus of 4 m i l l i o n people must s u r e l y be denounced f o r i t s s e r i o u s d e r e l i c t i o n 
of duty, w i t h regard not only to the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n but a l s o to 
fundamental human r i g h t s . The Commission could not remain unpertiirbed by such 
f l a g r a n t and systematic v i o l a t i o n s . The hvumanitarian a s s i s t a n c e from many c o u n t r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g Canada, s t i l l being provided to Afghan refugees through i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s was not enough. Nothing would be s e t t l e d i n Afghanistan u n t i l the 
Soviet troops were withdrawn, thereby enabling the j-\fghan people, now under 
oppression, to choose t h e i r own d e s t i n y . 

5 7 . Other c o u n t r i e s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , were v i c t i m s of the same e v i l . Since 1975 the 
Vietnamese communist leaders had kept on extending t h e i r m l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l -• 
domination over КэлприсЬеа. The m i l i t a r y occupation imposed from outside and backed 
by 200,000 troops and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s was the main obstacle to n a t i o n a l independence. 
I t was to be feared that s e v e r a l thousand p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s were being detained 
i n p r i s o n s by the men i n s t a l l e d i n Phnom Penh by the Vietnamese occupiers. 
Kampuchea was being kept i n such i s o l a t i o n that i t was impossible to determine 
a c c u r a t e l y the scope of the human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n t h a t country. They none the 
l e s s seemed to be s u f f i c i e n t l y s e r i o u s f o r the Coinmission to draw the a t t e n t i o n of 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to them and f o r i t to demand that such v i o l a t i o n s ' b e 
brought to an end and that the Vietnamese Government implement the recommendations 
of the u n i t e d Nations. His Government continued to aupport i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s 



E/CN.4/1984/SR.21 
page i o 

but hoped t h a t the Vietnamese Government would r e a l i z e how odious i t s stance was 
and f i n a l l y recognize the fundamental r i g h t of the Kampuchean people to' 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . L i k e a l l Member States of the United Nations, V i e t Nam was ' 
req u i r e d to act i n conformity w i t h the i ^ r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the. 
United N a t i o n s , to which i t had committed i t s e l f , and w i t h the r u l e s u n d e r l y i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s : V i e t Nam must ther e f o r e immediately and unconditioi:;ially 
withdraw i t s troops from Kampuchea. 

58. Mr. KHMEL ( U k r a i n i a n Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) s a i d t h a t the l i b e r a t i o n o f 
peoples and freedom from the i m p e r i a l i s t and c o l o n i a l yoke, f o s t e r e d by the 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, 
c o n s t i t u t e d a great step 'forward i n the progress of mankind and the r e a l i z a t i o n of 
the r i g h t s of peoples and i n d i v i d u a l s . Por that reason, h i s country r e s o l u t e l y 
supported the s t r u g g l e waged by peoples to gain independence and exet-cise 'bheir 
l e g i t i m a t e and i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s , i n other words, to become masters of t h e i r oim 
f a t e . 

59. His d e l e g a t i o n shared the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's concern a t the p e r s i s t e n c e 
of v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m and r e g r e t t e d that the D e c l a r a t i o n s t i l l had not been 
a p p l i e d w i t h regard to 20 States o r t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , ' Namibia, 
M i c r o n e s i a and some other i s l a n d s i n 'the P a c i f i c Ocean, as w e l l as the c o l o n i a l 
enclave of Guantánamo i n Cuba. E q u a l l y deplorable was a c e r t a i n trend towards 
" r e c o l o n i z a t i o n " as could be seen from the convincing examples of the i n v a s i o n of 
Grenada by the Un i t e d S t a t e s , which had set up an occupation regime, r e p l a c i n g the 
l e g i t i m a t e Government and i n s t i t u t i n g a r e i g n of t e r r o r , the I s r a e l i i n v a s i o n of 
Lebanon, which sought to e s t a b l i s h e t h n i c enclaves and zones of f o r e i g n i n f l u e n c e 
i n the country, and the acts of aggression committed by the South A f r i c a n regime 
w i t h the support of Washington. The same t h r e a t s loomed over other peoples i n 
other regions of A f r i c a , C e n t r a l America and elsewhere i n the world. I n each caSe, 
attempts were being made to deprive peoples of t h e i r State and of t h e i r independence. 

40.- C o l o n i a l i s m drew i t s s t r e n g t h from c a p i t a l i s m , which, c o n t r a r y to the claims 
made by some c o u n t r i e s , such as the Un i t e d S t a t e s ; was an i n d e f e n s i b l e socio-economic 
system i n th a t i t was founded on world economic and f i n a n c i a l r e l a t i o n s whereby 
some c o u n t r i e s e x p l o i t e d other c o u n t r i e s and peoples, p a r t i c u l a r l y the poorest ones. 
Hencei c a p i t a l i s m was oppressive by i t s very nature. 

41. The i m p e r i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s had transformed the t e r r i t o r i e s i n which they 
operated i n t o v e r i t a b l e s t r a t e g i c m i l i t a r y bases t h a t served as s t a g i n g areas f o r -
t h e i r i n t e r v e n t i o n s ! that was tru e of M i c r o n e s i a , from which the Un i t e d States 
could intervene i n A s i a and where the Un i t e d S t a t e s , f a r from f u l f i l l i n g the 
mandate conferred on i t by the U n i t e d Nations i n 1947 to lead the I l i c r o n e s i a n s 
along the road to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , was r e i n f o r c i n g i t s presence f o r m i l i t a r y 
purposes and i n c r e a s i n g i t s n'Umber of atomic л/eapons t e s t s , which had alr e a d y l e d 
to the disappearance of s i x a t o l l s and had rendered otlm^: u n i n h a b i t a b l e . 'The 
same a p p l i e d i n the case of Diego G a r c i a , from which the United States could intervene 
i n A s i a and A f r i c a , and of Guantánriao, f r o n which the Un i t e d States could intervene 
i n Cuba and other C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s . The Permanent Representative 
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of the United States to the U n i t e d Nations i n New York had admitted that 
f a c t when she had d e c l a r e d i n a c i r c u l a r that her country's goal,,wañ to ensure 
p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l over key s t r a t e g i c areas, i n the Caribbean, the,Mediterranean, 
southern A f r i c a , the P a c i f i c Ocean, the I n d i a n Ocean - i n c l u d i n g the G u l f and 
Red Sea areas - and t e r r i t o r i e s w i t h l a r g e reserves of raw materials;. Recent events 
had d i s p e l l e d any doubts about the r e a l i t y of that g o a l . H i s d e l e g a t i o n condemned 
the i l l e g a l occupation of Grenada by the United S t a t e s , as w e l l as the undeclared 
war waged by the United States a g a i n s t Nicaragua and the t h r e a t s i t caused to.loom 
over Cuba. 

4 2 . H i s country r e i t e r a t e d i t s support f o r the s t r u g g l e s waged by the P a l e s t i n i a n 
people under the l e a d e r s h i p of t h e i r s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the P a l e s t i n e 
L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n , and the Namibian people, under the l e a d e r s h i p of t h e i r 
s o l e l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , SWAPO, to e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
which must be granted them immediately and u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y i n conformity w i t h 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s , 

4 5 . H i s d e l e g a t i o n supported the r i g h t of a l l c o l o n i a l peoples and t e r r i t o r i e s to 
self-^iëtermination i n conformity w i t h the D e c l a r a t i o n on the G r a n t i n g of Independence 
to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, I t was e s s e n t i a l to put an end, to c o l o n i a l i s m 
and ward o f f the i m p e r i a l i s t . S t a t e s , which used the t e r r i t o r i e s o f those c o u n t r i e s 
to threaten the whole world,' e s p e c i a l l y the developing world.. I n - t h a t connection, 
a t t e n t i o n should be drawn to the p a r t i c u l a r aggressiveness of the i m p e r i a l i s t 
States towards States which, i n the context of t h e i r development, adopted r a d i c a l 
s o c i a l and economic transformations i n order to strengthen t h e i r independence and 
the progress of t h e i r peoples i n the s o c i a l s p h e r e - a g g r e s s i v e n e s s t h a t ranged from 
propaganda campaigns to l a t e n t war. H i s t o r y swarmed w i t h examples and he reminded 
the Commission t h a t between the years 1 9 I 8 and 192O.. h i s own country had been the 
t a r g e t of f i e r c e a t t a c k s by the f o r c e s of i m p e r i a l i s m . Now Afghanistan and 
Kampuchea were the p a r t i c u l a r objects of such attacks, i n the Commission and the 
a s s i s t a n c e t h a t t h e i r a l l i e s were f u r n i s h i n g , them i n s t r i c t conformity w i t h 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n order to strengthen t h e i r socio-economic transformations was 
being condemned. But the aim of those a t t a c k s was not to promote the cause of the 
r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n or to f o s t e r human r i g h t s as a whole. 

4 4 . S i r Anthony V/ILLIAMS (United Kingdom) s a i d that since 1 9 4 5 , and mainly before 
1 9 6 6 , over 4G of the United Kingdoir.'s previous c o l o n i e s had e x e r c i s e d t h e i r . r i g h t 
to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t h a t the wishes of the p o p u l a t i o n i n the few remaining 
Dependent T e r r i t o r i e s that had not sought independence were always, f u l l y respected. 
I t was, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n a l l e g e d l y independent c o u n t r i e s that the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was threatened or denied. I t was a tragedy and;a scandal t h a t , 
d e s p i t e a l l of the r e s o l u t i o n s of the Conmiission and the United Nations, the Afghan 
people continued to be the v i c t i m s of S o v i e t occupation, d i s g u i s e d as " f r a t e r n a l 
a s s i s t a n c e " which f o o l e d no one, Ptothermore, Soviet E d l i t a r y a i r c r a f t v i o l a t e d 
P a k i s t a n i a i r space and destroyed Afghan homes and v i l l a g e s . One f i f t h of the 
A f ^ a n p o p u l a t i o n had f l e d from t h e i r own country, d r i v e n out by the h o r r o r s 
perpetrated by Soviet occupation f o r c e s . I n t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , 
the A f ^ a n people had only too few resources to match against t h e i r i n v a ders, 
except t h e i r courage. They should r e c e i v e the overwhelming support of the 
Commission. 
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45» Similarly, in the case of Cambodia, both the Commission and the General Assembly 
had repeatedly adopted resolutions calling for the withdrawal of foreign forces. It 
was the United Kingdom that had insisted in 1978 and 1979 on the need to put an end 
to the atrocious human rights violations committed by the Pol Pot regime, but the 
Commission had failed to act at that time. Nevertheless, the fact that the Cambodian 
people had suffered terribly under one regime did not mean that the international 
community should acquiesce in perpetuation of that suffering under a successor regime. 
It was scandalous that the people of Cambodia were even now being denied the right 
to self-determination. The Vietnamese occupation forces were s t i l l attacking refugee 
camps and would in a l l likelihood continue to destroy c i v i l i a n settlements, hospitals 
and humanitarian projects administered by international agencies. Only complete and 
f i n a l withdrawal of Vietnamese forces could put an end to the tragedy taking place 
in Cambodia and allow the Cambodian people to choose freely their own government. 
Exercise of the right to self-determination was a matter involving tho freedom, 
independence and choice of the peoples themselves. Governments which denied that 
right, such as the Soviet and Vietnamese Governments, stood condemned by the 
international community. 

4 6 . It was in t,he interests of a l l governments to encourage exercise of the right 
to self-determination. By remaining impassive to the denial of that right by some 
countries, the international community would be f a i l i n g in i t s duties and would 
contribute to failure to observe the principle of self-determination. The price 
of freedom was vigilance and the international community must maintain that 
vigilance at a l l costs. 

4 7 . Mr. BENDAÑA (Nicaragua) said that the countries of the Non-Aligned Movement 
had always defended peoples whose inalienable right to self-determination was 
threatened. His Government was concerned at the colonialism that s t i l l reigned 
in Puerto Rico, the military occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco, the 
indifference of the international community vis-à-vis the serious situation of the 
people of East Timor, and in particular the flagrant violations of the r i ^ t to 
self-determination of the peoples of the Caribbean and Central America. The 
United States Government's policy of interference and aggression in the 
Latin American region had once again been revealed in the recent armed aggression 
against Grenada. The United States Government had also shown i t s arrogance by 
vetoing a draft resolution in the Security Council condemning that military 
intervention and had vainly opposed the draft resolution on the same subject 
submitted to the General Assembly, a draft supported by the great majority of 
members. It was worth noting i n that connection that a large portion pf public 
opinion of the United States' had i t s e l f rejected the arguments put forward by the 
Government in an attempt to justify the intervention in Grenada. Such blatant 
contempt for the principle of the non-use of force, in breach, of the sovereignty, 
t e r r i t o r i a l integrity and independence of States, could only arouse deep concern. 
At the present time the United States Government had made a veritable doctrine 
out of the violation of that principle, as could be seen from,statements made by 
President Reagan and the Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations. It would be remembered that the United States had claimed that 
the size and specifications of the airport under construction in Grenada had been . 
of strategic military importance. Yet, i t had been reported in the 
International Herald Tribune of 17 February 1984 that o f f i c i a l experts were now 
recommending rapid completion of the construction work for the same commercial 
reasons as those advanced earlier by Maurice Bishop, the assassinated leader. 
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4 8 . Since the establishment of i t s present Government, his country had suffered 
from acts of p o l i t i c a l , military and economic aggression committed by the 
United States, mainly with the backing of members of the former Somoza national 
guard and of the Honduras army and Government. For example, in 1983 alone more than 
1 , 0 0 0 Nicaraguan workers, peasants, students, o f f i c i a l s and servicemen had been 
murdered by mercenaries in the pay of the CIA. The war of aggression against 
Nicaragua posed a serious danger to the Central American region and international 
peace. Nicaragua, for i t s part, vias sparing no effort to reach a peaceful 
settlement of - the c r i s i s in Central America, a c r i s i s for which the Government of 
the United States was responsible. 

4 9 . Despite the cost in human l i f e , destruction and considerable economic damage, 
i t was clear that the war being waged by the United States against Nicaragua with 
the assistance of the Honduran armed forces had met with failure. Nevertheless, 
the United States and Honduran troops were continuing military manoeuvres on 
Honduran territory and the United States Department of Defence had established 
a sizeable military infrastructure in Honduras without even obtaining the 
authorization of the United States Congress. The Secretary of Defence had admitted 
that the Pentagon intended to maintain a permanent force of 700 to 80O troops in 
Honduras after completion of the military manoeuvres, which were to last until 1 9 8 8 . 

5 0 . There were now two trends in Central America, one towards a f r a t r i c i d a l war 
among the peoples of Central America and intervention by United States armed forces^ 
and another advocated by four countries in the region that sought to achieve 
dialogue and negotiation as the means for establishing peace, an indispensable 
condition for development and prosperity in the region. His country had welcomed 
the commitments undertaken by Panama, Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela at the 
Contadora meeting, which had shown that the countries of the region were aware of 
the potential danger of a new invasion of Nicaragua and of the need to use peaceful 
means to re-establish peace in the region. However, the United States was 
pursuing military aggression, thus aggravating the problems. It should also be 
remembered that the United States had opposed a proposal in tho Security Council 
seeking firm support for the efforts of the Contadora Group. 

5 1 . His country was making great efforts to promote peace in the p o l i t i c a l and 
economic spheres, but the United States was s t i l l hindering the work of the 
Contadora Group by militarizing the region and using military solutions for the 
conflicts there. The members of the Group had requested the United States to 
abandon such military solutions, but to no avail. 

5 2 . Since the Contadora meeting, his country's f l e x i b i l i t y and maturity had made 
for progress. Clearly, i t was now the United States, Honduras and El Salvador that 
were experiencing d i f f i c u l t i e s in meeting the minimum demands for the withdrawal _ 
of foreign advisers and foreign military bases in Central America. 

5 3 . It was also important to f a c i l i t a t e the conditions for a negotiated p o l i t i c a l 
solution in El Salvador. In that connection, his country víelcómed the positive 
proposal of the FMLN-FDR in El Salvador to form a broad-based provisional 
government. 
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5 4 . The Contadora arrangements i n c l u d e d immediate removal of f o r e i g n bases and a l l 
forms of f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y presence i n the area, p a r t i c u l a r l y m i l i t a r y manoeuvres, • 
withdrawal o f a l l f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y a d v i s e r s , and l i m i t a t i o n s on weaponry and the 
s i z e o f the r e g u l a r armies of C e n t r a l American c o u n t r i e s , as w e l l as the establishment 
of machinery to monitor the implementation of those arrangements. However, Nicaragua 
could not take measures to implement such commitments on i t s own, the u n i t e d S t a t e s 
must a l s o support the Contadora commitments by c i v i l i z e d a c t s , r a t h e r than by f u r t h e r 
provocations and m i l i t a r y aggression. 

5 5 . The f i r s t f r e e e l e c t i o n s i n the h i s t o r y of Nicaragua had been announced f o r 
1935 a f t e r a wide-ranging d i s c u s s i o n i n the Council o f State i n which the va r i o u s 
p a r t i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s making up the body had p a r t i c i p a t e d . An e l e c t o r a l law was 
to be drawn upj c o n t a i n i n g 19 chapters on such matters as e l e c t o r a l d i s t r i c t s , 
e l e c t o r a l bodies and r e g i s t e r s , r e g i s t r a t i o n and recourse procedures, b a l l o t s , 
e l e c t o r a l t r i b u n a l s and S t a t e f i n a n c i n g of p o l i t i c a l p a r t y campaigns. I n 19S5 riot 
o n l y a President and a V i c e P r e s i d e n t would be e l e c t e d but a l s o a C o n s t i t u t e n t 
Assembly. Even i f the e l e c t o r a l process was d i s t u r b e d by threats', t e r r o r i s t b l a c k m a i l 
and aggression on the part of the Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , h i s country would as s e r t 
i t i s , r i g h t to be f r e e and h o l d f r e e e l e c t i o n s , w i t h the support of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. 

5 6 . Mr. DICHEV (Bulgaria) s a i d that the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , embodied i n the 
Charter, the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting o f Independence t o C o l o n i a l Countries- and-
Peoples and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants,.was now recognized as one of the fundamental 
p r i n c i p l e s of modern i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and as a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the e x e r c i s e o f 
other r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , there were s t i l l too many 
cases o f f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n o f . t h a t r i g h t . The P a l e s t i n i a n people, f o r example, were 
f o r c e d to continue t h e i r s t r u g g l e t o aclii e v e s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n гmder the l e a d e r s h i p 
of the PLC, t h e i r sole l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . At' the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on 
the Question of P a l e s t i n e , Mr. Zhivkov, Pre s i d e n t of the Council of State of the 
People's Republic of B u l g a r i a , had s a i d t h a t B u l g a r i a would continúe t o give a c t i v e 
support to the j-ust s t r u g g l e o f the P a l e s t i n i a n people. Aggression, occupation and 
genocide were-being used i n P a l e s t i n e to prevent a people from e x e r c i s i n g i t s -right 
t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I s r a e l , w i t h the support o f the United S t a t e s , had thus-
created an ex p l o s i v e s i t u a t i o n i n the Middle E a s t . The United S t a t e s , by s h e l l i n g 
the area from i t s warships, had adopted the i m p e r i a l i s t a t t i t u d e to peoples s t r u g g l i n g 
to e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

5 7 . Again, i n South A f r i c a . a regime g u i l t y of crimes against humanity enjoyed the 
support of the United S t a t e s , which refused to apply against South .áfrica the sanctions 
that i t u n h e s i t a t i n g l y imposed on peoples which had alr e a d y e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t 
t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . Without a s s i s t a n c e from the United States and other members 
of NATO, the South A f r i c a n r a c i s t regime would not have been able to pursue i t s p o l i c y 
of a p a r t h e i d . Piirthermore, the attempts to l i n k the s o l u t i o n of the Namibian problem 
to unacceptable p r e - c o n d i t i o n s represented i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r i o r a f f a i r s of 
Angola. World p u b l i c o p i n i o n demanded immedj.ate implementation of the r e l e v a n t 
r e s o l u t i o n s of the United Nations that sought to ensure f u l l e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t 
of the Namibian people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

5 8 . In L a t i n America, the United States a p p l i e d a p o l i c y which, among other things,-
had l e d during the past decade to the f a s c i s t coup d'état against the l e g i t i m a t e 
Government o f C h i l e , the b r u t a l i n v a s i o n o f Grenada, the c i v i l war waged by a 
r e a c t i o n a r y o l i g a r c h y against the Salvadoriaai people, and to subversive a c t i v i t i e s 
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that c o n s t i t u t e d an undeclared war against Nicaragua. The i n v a s i o n o f Grenada had 
r a i s e d p r o t e s t s , even among the a l l i e s of the United S t a t e s , since i t was an u t t e r l y -
b l a t a n t v i o l a t i o n o f the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . During the 
S e c u r i t y Council debate on a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n on the s u b j e c t , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
B-ulgaria had condemned that l a r g e - s c a l e m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n against an independent 
S t a t e . 

5 9 . On the other hand, h i s d e l e g a t i o n r e j e c t e d a l l attempts to c a l l i n t o question 
the s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of peoples who, a f t e r overthrowing r e a c t i o n a r y and genocidal 
regimes, had undertaken to r e b u i l d t h e i r s o c i e t y and to r e - e s t a b l i s h human r i g h t s . 
The B u l g a r i a n Government maintained that p o s i t i o n , notably w i t h regard to the s o - c a l l e d 
questions o f Afghanistan and Kampuchea. 

60. Mr. TABID I ("World Muslim Congress) s a i d i t was deplorable that the Charter of 
the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , signed n e a r l y four decades ago i n San F r a n c i s c o , was nov; b e i n g 
trampled on by the same powers that were the o r i g i n a l d r a f t e r s and were r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r the s a f e t y of the p l a n e t . The people o f the Is l a m i c Umma were among the f i r s t 
t o s u f f e r from such treatment, г/hether i n Afghanistan, P a l e s t i n e , Lebanon, the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , or elsewhere. The Eas t e r n and Western Powers a l s o viol^ated such 
instruments as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants, the D e c l a r a t i o n on the 'Granting of 
Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples, the D e c l a r a t i o n of Rights and Duties 
of S t a t e s , and even the p r i n c i p l e s recognized i n the Charter of the Nürnberg T r i b u n a l . 

6 1 . The whole world recognized the f a c t that the United Nations r e s o l u t i o n that had 
c a l l e d f o r the c r e a t i o n not o n l y of I s r a e l but al s o of an Arab St a t e i n P a l e s t i n e 
and the establishment of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i t y of Jerusalem had not been f u l l y 
implemented. The I s r a e l i s could not continue to p r a c t i s e t h e i r p o l i c y o f hatred. 
When the Ottoman Empire had administered the Holy Land, the r i g h t s p f Jews and 
C h r i s t i a n s , as w e l l as those of Muslims, had been p r o t e c t e d , and t h e i r places of 
worship had been respected. Today, on the other hand, the Z i o n i s t s were t r e a t i n g the 
Arabs of P a l e s t i n e i n a way th a t aroused i n d i g n a t i o n throughout the world, 

6 2 . The other great tragedy of Islam vms the Soviet Union's v i o l a t i o n of the 
fundamental r i g h t s of the Afghan people. The u n j u s t i f i a b l e aggression by the 
Soviet Union had fo r c e d 3 . 5 to 4 m i l l i o n people, approximately 20 per cent of the 
Afghan p o p u l a t i o n , to seek reguse i n P a k i s t a n , I r a n and other c o u n t r i e s . P a k i s t a n 
and Iran were g i v i n g proof of t h e i r authentic s p i r i t of I s l a m i c s o l i d a r i t y . A l l 
Muslims xiere proud of the Afghan r e s i s t a n c e , xihich was the tru e image o f a Muslim 
n a t i o n defending i t s f a i t h against the m i g h t i e s t m i l i t a r y power. 

6 3 . The e n t i r e world had been shocked by the So v i e t aggression against a small 
non-aligned Muslim country w i t h which the Soviet Union had signed non-aggression 
t r e a t i e s i n 1 9 2 1 , 1926 , I 9 3 I and 1933. bio sooner had the Treaty of F r i e n d s h i p , 
Goodneighbourliness and Co-operation between the two co u n t r i e s been signed on 
5-December 1978, than the S o v i e t Union had sent 100,000 troops, eq-uipped w i t h the' 
msst modern weaponry, to v i o l a t e Mghanistan's sovereignty, destroy i t s towns and 
subject i t s people t o genocide. F o r f o u r years the General Assembly and the 
Commission on Human Rig h t s had condemned that aggression, but f a r from' withdrawing," 
the Soviet Union had sent i n reinforcements and new squadrons of h i g h l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
MIG a i r c r a f t . 
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64. Today the c o n f l i c t was growing worse aad threatening.the s e c u r i t y of P a k i s t a n , 
I r a n , the e n t i r e r e g i o n , and even the whole worldj the Commission must not confine 
i t s e l f to adopting the usual d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n . I t must demand immediate withdrawal 
of the So v i e t f o r c e s and seek an immediate p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n on the h a s i s of such a 
withdrawal and respect f o r the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the Afghan people and 
t h e i r sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . He e3qpressed the hope th a t the e f f o r t s 
of the S p e c i a l Representative of the United Nations f o r Afganistán woxild c o n s t i t u t e 
a genuine endeavour to b r i n g about a j u s t s o l u t i o n . He a l s o hoped t h a t the Chairman 
of the Commission would appoint a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e q u a l i f i e d to r e p o r t t o the 
Commission on the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n A f ghanistan and to гишазк the great 
power t h a t claimed to defend the r i g h t s of the t h i r d w o r l d and the Muslims. 

65. Mr. SUTGH ( I n d i a ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , s a i d t h a t the 
State of Jamma and Kashmir, r e f e r r e d to by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P a k i s t a n , was an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of I n d i a . The p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n could not ̂ p l y to an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of a sovereign country; furthermore, i n th a t State as i n a l l the 
other States of I n d i a , the p o p u l a t i o n had the r i g h t to vote a t frequent i n t e r v a l s 
and i n t o t a l freedom. No r e s o l u t i o n of the United Nations was th e r e f o r e r e l e v a n t 
i n t h a t context. The Simla Agreement of 1972, a l s o mentioned by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of P a k i s t a n , provided a framework f o r strengthening b i l a t e r a l co-operation between 
P a k i s t a n and I n d i a and f o r r e s o l v i n g disputes through p e a c e f u l and b i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . H i s Government was f u l l y committed to the process s et out i n the 
: Agreement, 

66. Mr. KHERAD (Observer f o r A f g h a n i s t a n ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of thé r i ^ t of 
r e p l y , denounced the slanderous a l l e g a t i o n s made by c e r t a i n delegations a g a i n s t 
sovereign and non-aligned A f g h a n i s t a n . The a l l e g a t i o n s sought to d i v e r t the 
a t t e n t i o n of the Commission from the genuine problems caused by c o l o n i a l i s m and 
• ra c i s m , a c t s of aggression and the d i c t a t e s of the i m p e r i a l i s t s . They formed 
p a r t of an enormous conspiracy hatched by the United States and i t s r e a c t i o n a r y 
accomplices a g a i n s t r e v o l u t i o n a r y A f g h a n i s t a n . 

67- The f r a t e r n a l a s s i s t a n c e granted by the' S o v i e t Union a t the requeét of the-
Democratic R e p u b l i c of Afghanistan on the b a s i s of a r t i c l e 4 of the Treaty of 
F r i e n d s h i p , Goodneighbourliness and Co-operation be-tween the two c o u n t r i e s was 
a matter t h a t r e l a t e d e n t i r e l y to the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of Afganistán and i n no 
way posed a t h r e a t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and securi-iy. Indeed, the very c i r c l e s 
t h a t now slandered Afghanistan had i n i t i a l l y sought to d e s t a b i l i z e i t through 
P a k i s t a n . Without i n t e r f e r e n c e and aggression by those c i r c l e s , the S o v i e t 
m i l i t a i r y contingent would not have had to intervene and would have r a p i d l y been 
withdrawn by now. 

68. The r e l a t i o n s betvreen A f g h a n i s t a n and 'bhe S o v i e t Union and other p e a c e f u l 
c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s , continued t o grow. The S o v i e t Union 
had been the f i r s t to recognize the independence of A f g h a n i s t a n , Today, Afghanistan 
had b e n e f i t e d , per c a p i t a , more than any other coun'try from assis-tance from the 
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S o v i e t Union, which had contrihufced g r e a t l y to the socio-economic development of 
the country. The peoples of the two c o i m t r i e s were l i n k e d Ъу s t r o n g t i e s hased on 
mutual respect f o r sovereignty, on e q u a l i t y and on co-operation, 

69• The e f f o r t s by suffie D.ele¿^d,tions i;.o d i s t o r t the events i n Afghanistan, and i n c i t e 
the Commission to concern i t s e l f w i t h matters t h a t f e l l w i t h i n tlie competence of the 
Afgb-an Govemnœnt and people-, r an the r i s k of undermining the Goimission's p r e s t i g e 
and authority.. ВЛв d e l e g a t i o n w.ished to s t a t e t i m t such a d i s c u s s i o n c o n s t i t u t e d 
i n t e r f e r e n c e Irs, the I n t e r r i a l a f f a i r s of h i a country and ran counter to A r t i c l e 2 , 
paragï-aph 2, of the C i i a r t e r . 




