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INTRODUCTION

1. The fourth meeting of the UNECE Steering CommitteEducation for Sustainable
Development (ESD) took place on 19 and 20 Februab® 20 Geneva.

2. The meeting was attended by delegates (represeahgrngducation and the environment
sectors) from Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, BelgiuBulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Gegkltingary, Italy, Kyrgyzstan,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Republic of Moldovanfania, Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraind &lzbekistan.

3. Representatives of the United Nations Educatiddakntific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the United Nations Environmental Progra(ldNEP), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Umsity Institute of Advanced Studies
(UNI-1AS) participated.

4. The following Regional Environmental Centres wengresented: the Regional
Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC) ahe Regional Environmental Centre for
Moldova (REC-Moldova).

5. The following non-governmental organizations (NG@s¢nded: the coalition of
environmental citizens’ organizations European B&@am, and the World Wildlife Fund in
the Russian Federation (WWF-Russia).

6. The list of participants is available at
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4th\Mitg

7. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Andreas Karamanosd(e).

8. Following the decisions by the third meeting of 8teering Committee on ESD and by
its Bureau, the secretariat, in consultation with @hairperson and the Bureau, had prepared
several documents for the Steering Committee mgefith documents for the meeting are
available on the UNECE websitetip://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4th\Mtg

l. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

9. The Chairperson opened the meeting. He welcomedjdies and highlighted the
meeting’s main objectives, namely to considerpfagress made by countries in the
implementation of the Strategy for ESD since then@uttee’s last meeting, including with
regard to the current situation with the developnagd implementation of the national action
plans for ESD; (b) progress in the work of the Ex@moup on Indicators for ESD, including its
proposal to establish an expert group on competene8D; (c) the current situation with
respect to addressing sustainable consumption andgiiaa (SCP) through ESD; (d) the input
from the UNECE region to the upcoming UNESCO W&lthference on ESD; (e) a proposed
mechanism to strengthen the coordination of agtwi@mong ESD partners in the region; and (f)
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the current status of the trust fund and resoweggired for the implementation of the work
plan.

10. Ms. Monika Linn, Team Leader and the Secretaryyéo*Environment for Europe”
process welcomed the Steering Committee on beh#iiedDirector of the Environment,

Housing and Land Management Division of UNECE aneféd the meeting on the outcomes of
the reform of the “Environment for Europe” proceSke emphasized the purpose of the reform
that was to strengthen the effectiveness of thegsand to ensure that it remained appropriate
for, and fully aligned with, the changing needshef UNECE region, the evolving political and
economic landscape and the environmental prioritig¢ke region. Following up on the request
made by ministers at the Sixth Ministerial ConfeefEnvironment for Europe”

(Belgrade, 1812 October 2007) the UNECE Committee on Environm@ePolicy had

developed, in consultation with “Environment for Bpe” partners, a reform plan for the
process. The plan had been developed through @ sfrikedicated meetings of the Committee
during 2008 and 2009. At its special session (Gan2¥-29 January 2009), the Committee had
finalized and approved a reform plan for the “Enmirent for Europe” process. The reform plan
would be transmitted to the Economic CommissiorEoarope at its sixty-third sessién.

11.  According to the adopted reform plan, the “EnvironnfenEurope” process would
continue to serve as a mechanism: (a) to improvenkigonment throughout the region; (b) to
enhance the implementation of national environmekcies; (c) to support convergence of
environmental policies and approaches and the pration of environmental objectives; (d) to
encourage the participation of civil society; ariitb promote broad horizontal environmental
cooperation. The reform plan is contained in doaunB®CE/CEP/S/152, paragraph 7 and annex
I, and is available onlinéh{tp://www.unece.org/env/efe/EfEreform/DocumentsiRefEfE.htn).

12. Some of the new features contained in the plan wefellaws:
€)) The Committee on Environmental Policy wouldascthe convening body for the
preparatory process;

(b) Not later than 18 months before the Ministe@lahference, the Committee would
decide on not more than two themes and discussuifiee of the Conference agenda,;

(© Only one official document per selected thenoeil be prepared;

(d) Discussions would be arranged in an interactia@ner, e.g. plenary sessions,
round tables and moderated panel discussions;

(e) A session of environmental NGOs and ministasasession of private sector
representatives and ministers would be organizezhgrthe Conference’s main clusters;
() The Conference’s outcomes might include:
(i) Statements, initiatives, agreements, pledges;
(i) An agreed outcome of two pages;

% The sixty-third session of the Economic Commis$mrEurope (Geneva, 30 March—1 April 2009) enddibe
reform plan.
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(i) Policy tools;
(iv) Assessment reports;

(9) A mid-term review between two Ministerial Confereneesild assess progress
of the implementation of the Conference outcomespaadide renewed impetus to the process.

13. Inline with the adopted plan, the next Ministe@anference will be organized in 2011
in Astana. With regard to organizing a high-levajment on ESD at the next Conference and
given the reform plan’s provisions, it was unlikéiyat such a segment would be organized as
integral part of the Conference. ESD could ratreeinbegrated into the identified two themes for
the Conference. The first meeting of the Committieé=nvironmental Policy to discuss the next
Conference would be held from 20 to 23 October 28@%s next meeting, the Bureau of the
Steering Committee on ESD could start to consigd¢ions for promoting ESD at the
Conference, as well as for a high-level event tokntfae accomplishment of phase Il of the
Strategy’s implementation.

14. The Steering Committee adopted the meeting agendataut in document
ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/1.

Il PROGRESS BY UNECE MEMBER STATES IN THE IMPLEMENTATI ON OF
THE UNECE STRATEGY FOR EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

15. The Steering Committee heard reports by Governnenetivities undertaken to
implement the Strategy since the Committee’s lastting. To facilitate the exchange of
experience in implementing ESD among Governmentstakedholders, a questionnaire was
sent out and the answers received had been comipited document (information paper no. 1).
The questionnaire also aimed, inter alia, at idgimigf how the issue of SCP— one of the key
themes of sustainable development — was addressemjtheducation, with a view to
contributing to the discussion under agenda itein &ddition, the secretariat had prepared an
overview of national action plans for ESD in thgiom, in line with the information made
available (information paper no. 2).

16.  Since the beginning of phase II, considerable pssghad been achieved in advancing
ESD in the region. In many countries, Governmentsdstablished the necessary policies and
institutional arrangements and mechanisms to im@fgrthe Strategy. Implementation of the
initial measures (e.g. translating the Strategy the official national languages and establishing
national focal points and consultative mechanidmas) been completed in most countries. Most
had also taken steps to introduce ESD into thdicpand legislative documents, and many had
started drafting national action plans for ESD.t®uai few countries had already completed the
national action plans and were working to implenteetn. Some of these countries were in the
process of assessing their national strategiemamoinal plans, with a view to revising them
where needed.

17.  Coordination as well as awareness-raising and dyplawilding activities were being
pursued at the national level through the orgaromadf ESD meetings, workshops, conferences
and a variety of other events, as well as throughmthss media promoting and supporting ESD.
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Many countries were promoting the Strategy in dieenternational forums. Capacity-building
activities were being carried out through variouggxts on ESD targeting not only educators
and administrators of educational institutions ddab policymakers and decision makers. More
and more, ESD informational and teaching material® Wweing developed to support the
education sector’s efforts to integrate ESD intodingiculum. Many countries had established
websites with information relevant to ESD, and dseeESD-related electronic tools (e.qg.
Internet-based ESD tools for teachers and studemgsactive activities and games) were
increasingly being developed.

18. In some countries, specific budgets were beingatkx for ESD activities and specific
ESD awards had been established; these had probenitcentives encouraging educational
institutions and other stakeholders to embrace E&W\ever, a number of countries (mostly
those with economies in transition) stressed thantial constraints and the lack of resources
remained a challenge to the further implementa#amther challenge hindering good progress
was the lack of efficient coordination between iiienerous actors involved. In many countries,
developing competences in ESD among educators mechai persistent bottleneck.

19. The Committee noted that progress in ESD was weltack and in line with the
provisions for phase I, including with regard taodination of ESD activities at the national
level and the development of ESD-related policiesmaterials and tools to support teachers’
work in ESD. However, more work was needed in tesfautting these policies and tools into
practice, and countries that did not yet have ieglaational action plans for ESD were urged to
develop such plans. Countries were invited to stiborthe secretariat their national strategies
and action plans for ESD as well as other ESD palayuments for posting on the website
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/NAP.htmvith a view to sharing them with other countries.

20. The compilation of answers to the questionnaireeskeas a valuable input to the
discussions at the meeting. Twenty-two countriesdudmiitted their answers to the
questionnaire. All those that had not yet submittedntiivere invited to send the answers to the
secretariat by 23 March 2009. Countries that wdik&lto update their previous answers could
do so also by 23 March; thereatfter, the secretaoatd revise the answers. The compiled
answers could serve as a valuable contributioptmmning international events related to SCP
and in particular to future work on ESD competendé® revisedcompilations of answers and
the interventions would be made available online
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4thiitg

21. In addition, delegations were invited to submithiie secretariat information on different
ESD-related events, tools and materials as wailtlaer relevant information for posting on the
website fittp://www.unece.org/env/esd/events.rand
http://www.unece.org/env/esd/Useful.info.hyml
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[I. REPORT ON THE PROGRESS MADE BY THE UNECE EXPERT
GROUP ON INDICATORS FOR EDUCATION
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

22.  The Chairperson introduced the documents prepardatiifoagenda item and invited Mr.
Roel van Raaij (Netherlands), Chairperson of thpdfixGroup on Indicators for ESD, to report
on progress achieved in its work (ECE/CEP/AC.13/290%hich he did with a PowerPoint
presentatioh Following Mr. van Raaij's presentation and thewng discussions outlined in
sections A to C below, the Steering Committee askedged the completion of its mandate and
thanked the Expert Group and its Chair for the Beework accomplished.

A. Guidance for reporting

23. Innovative work related to indicators for ESD hakb successfully accomplished. In
accordance with its extended mandate, the Expeugsinad finalized a guidance for reporting at
its seventh and eighth meetings. The guidance amgited the reporting format and would
serve as a tool to support monitoring and assedsohéime Strategy’s implementation
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/5). It also aimed to facilitegporting exercises in 2010, 2015 and
beyond. These tools could make a valuable contabut advancing ESD not only in this

region but also globally.

24.  The Steering Committee welcomed the guidance farrtey and thanked the Expert
Group on Indicators for ESD for the excellent wddae. It also thanked the Government of the
Netherlands for its leadership, the GovernmentugtAa for hosting several meetings and all
Governments and organizations for supporting tiiegi@ation and work of their experts in
these activities. The next reporting exercise waakd place in 2010 in order to assess the
progress achieved in phase Il. The reporting foa&E/CEP/AC.13/2009/10) was available on
the UNECE website. Relevant information and the limeewere included in the work plan of
implementation for the Strategy’s phase 1l (ECE/CEP.8/2008/5).

25.  With respect to the upcoming reporting exercis2dm0, the Expert Group recommended
organizing a workshop for the national focal powvith the objective of building capacity in
reporting on ESD, including in the use of the répgrformat. The organization of such a
workshop for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Censial EECCA) had also been recommended
by the participants of the first workshop on th@lementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD
for the subregion of EECCA (Moscow, 8-9 Novembdd@O0A greater need for such a
workshop for the entire UNECE region, or a seriesubbregional workshops, had emerged as a
result of the pilot reporting exercise that hacetablace in 2006—2007. The Steering Committee
had supported the recommendation, while at the s@neeexpressing its concern that too many
meetings were planned for 2009. The secretariatdMzegin by exploring the possibilities of
organizing a second workshop for EECCA in autumr9200

26. The Expert Group also considered the draft tableootents for a publication (Learning
from each other — UNECE Strategy for EducationSuostainable Development) that aimed to

* The presentation is available onlifetp://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4thMtg




ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/2
Page 8

provide user-friendly access to various materialated to the implementation and monitoring of
the Strategy. In addition to the available matesiathe Strategy’s implementation, the Expert
Group had proposed adding a reflective chapter amileg through developing indicators for
ESD. This chapter, which would address issues asthe working approach and methodology,
challenges and lessons learned, would be prepgrbtt.lPaul Vare, ESD expert and member of
the Expert Group, in cooperation with the Chairperand the secretariat, and with participation
of interested experts from the Expert Group. Firersupport for the chapter would be provided
by the University of Gloucestershire, United Kingaol' he publication would be prepared by
the UNECE secretariat. The Steering Committee wedézbthe forthcoming publication as a
useful tool to enhance ESD in the region as we#l amy to share good practices with other
regions.

B. Good practices in education for sustainable delegpment

27. As good practices were a key tool for promoting &M teachers and researchers were
discovering a wealth of innovative approaches engttound, UNESCO and UNECE had jointly
compiled a major collection in 2007. This had resaiih a publication of a compendium of good
practices in formal, non-formal and informal ediumat Since the successful outcome of this
joint endeavour, the collection of good practicad bontinued through a dedicated website
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/GoodPractices/index)atA selection of these good practices
had been used in preparing the first regional megrepotrton the implementation of the
Strategy. During the revision of the reporting fatrand the set of indicators, the Expert Group
on Indicators for ESD had recommended that the lisienfor good practices be revised, with a
view to adapting it to the reporting format. Thiswid allow for better use of the ongoing and
future collections of good practices, so as tofitate the advances made in ESD during the
preparation of the second and third regional pregyreports, in 2010 and 2015, respectively.

28. The Expert Group on Indicators, jointly with UNES{td revised the template
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/6, annex). This revision wougihanake possible the development of a
database and a more user-friendly interface tediggte the collected good practices through
the Internet. The interface would allow for searam@tsonly by country and organization, but
also by objective of the Strategy. These additideaiures could be developed, provided that
funds are made available for this purpose.

29. The Steering Committee considered the revised &®mpind agreed to insert the question
“Why?” before point 4 of the template so as to ctanent the “Who?”, “When?”, “Where?”,
“What” and “How?” questions. To continue the effeetpromotion of ESD, the Committee
agreed to carry out a new collection of good peastifocusing on addressing, through ESD, the
issues of SCP, including sustainable transportatiotiie framework of climate change, in an
integrative manner rather than by separate cotleston each topic. The use of indigenous,
traditional and local knowledge would be a valuatdmponent of this collection. Such a
collection would also serve as an important inpuetated international events, e.g. selected
good practices would be compiled into a backgradmeliment for the fourth UNECE regional

® Learning from each other: achievement, challengestae way forward. Report on progress in implemton of
the UNECE Strategy for ESD (ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/INF/BCE/CEP/AC.13/2007/2).
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implementation meeting on sustainable developnsehigduled to be held on 1 and 2
December 2009 in Geneva.

30. The Committee thanked the Expert Group for its wanll requested the secretariat to
revise the template to reflect the comments receiVkd revised template would be circulated to
the Committee as well as posted on the UNECE webElte deadline for submitting the good
practices was 30 June 2009 with the view to incliréen in the background document for the
RIM. Thereafter, the collection of good practicesuldocontinue online through the website.

C. Competence in education for sustainable develomgnt

31. To orient education towards ESD, a correspondiiiftjishithe competences of educators
themselves was needed. Some of these competencabdwtl been recognized, while the
development of others would require an innovativeragch. It was expected that this new
combination of competences would provide the nesgssducational setting for effective ESD
to emerge. The Strategy called specificdity the development of educators’ competences to
engage in ESD. The joint session on ESD held aStki# “Environment for Europe”

Ministerial Conference in Belgrade had recognizeddcators’ competence as a frequent
bottleneck vis-a-vis improving the quality of edtioa. The ministers had agreed that
developing competences in ESD should be a priorite. first reporting exercise clearly
identified the need to further define the natur&8D competences and the ways these might be
developed. Furthermore, an enabling policy envireninfior the work needed to be supported
and applied in each member State, as well as mpderdy in the region’s ESD activities.

32. Inresponse to a request made by the Steering Copeniltie Expert Group on Indicators
for ESD had prepared a document with the proposdah®establishment of an expert group on
competences in ESD (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/7). Thegwalincluded: (a) terms of reference;
(b) working arrangements and time frame; and (@Ques. It also included, in three annexes:
(a) open questions in relation to competences ;K estimated costs for supporting
participation of eligible experts in meetings; anpilfackground documents and materials. The
proposal reflected comments by the Bureau.

33. The Steering Committee considered the proposakapressed its appreciation to the
Expert Group on Indicators for ESD for the develepitrof a comprehensive document
addressing this challenging issue. The Committeptadahe proposal, thereby establishing the
UNECE Expert Group on Competences in ESD. The Carm@eniequested the secretariat to
follow-up on the decision and to proceed with theureed actions for the establishment of the
new Expert Group in accordance with the procedunaaded in the terms of reference. The
Committee also asked that the gender issue be @vadith the selection of experts. The Expert
Group on Competences would work on preparing (aggmecommendations for policymakers
and (b) a range of core competences in ESD foradrs; it would commence its two-year work
programme this autumn.

® CEP/AC.13/2005/3/Rev.1, paras. 54-55.
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34. Many delegations expressed their interest in padtaig in the newly established Expert
Group and/or contributing to its work with informati resources. UNESCO restated its
appreciation and full support for the initiationtbfs activity in the region.

35. Concerning the lead country in this area and imaéthe excellent leadership provided
by the Netherlands and by Mr. Van Raaij as a Cleasgn of the UNECE Expert Group on
Indicators for ESD, the Steering Committee expres$ise wish that the Netherlands continue the
leadership in this new challenging endeavour of dpieg the ESD competences and also
explore the possibility of Mr. Raaij serving as Chanson of the newly established Expert
Group on Competences. The Committee asked its Gnaop and the secretariat to send a letter
to the Netherlands to this effect.

36. Inline with the criteria contained in the termseference, members of and observers to
the Steering Committee were invited to submit caatdicks of experts (by submitting their
extended CVs with brief motivational letters) te $ecretariat by e-mail (esd@unece.org) by 31
March 2009.

V. CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNESCO WORLD CONFERENCE
ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

37. The UNESCO World Conference on ESD (Bonn, Germamyyarch—2 April 2009) was
being organized by UNESCO and the German Fedenakivly of Education and Research in
cooperation with the German Commission for UNESTKe Conference would focus on four
objectives: (a) highlighting the relevance of E®Qfte Education for All movement and to
achieving quality education; (b) promoting interaaél exchange on ESD; (c) reviewing the
implementation of the United Nations Decade of E&MY (d) agreeing on strategic directions
for the way ahead. More information on the Confeesand its outcomes was available on the
Conference websitén{tp://www.esd-world-conference-2009.9tg/

38. The Chairperson of the Steering Committee informedketing that he had been
invited, in his capacity as the Chairperson, toipiggte in the Conference as well as to make a
presentation, highlighting the developments in tiINEQE region, during the second plenary
session of the Conference (on the morning of 1Ipgrhe session would be dedicated to
reviewing progress achieved in the implementatioth® United Nations Decade of ESD.

39. The delegations of Germany and UNESCO informed tletimg about progress in
preparations for the Conference. The Committee ddgiest the work under the Strategy should
play a significant role in the Conference. As tiéBCE Strategy for ESD was the regional
implementation pillar of the United Nations Decadd&SD, progress in its implementation was
the exemplar of progress in implementing the Dedadliee UNECE region. The Committee also
considered and approved the document with a propasatribution to the Conference
(ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/9). The secretariat was regdest revise the document in the light of
comments made and to transmit it to the UNESCCQesaaat for its use.
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40. The meeting then discussed ways to promote ESReafonference. The UNECE
region’s progress in ESD would be shared as a kbduagional good practice. Countries were
invited to actively participate in the Conferengesharing their successful experiences with
ESD and ensuring that activities under the Strategne well reflected in the Conference.

41.  Participation in the exhibition area, jointly withNEP and other partners, was being
prepared. In this regard, the secretariat had pedpaposter about the UNECE Strategy, as well
as other information materials for display.

V. ADDRESSING SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION THROUGH EDUCATIO N
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

42. Inview of the next cycle of the United Nations Quission on Sustainable

Development (2010-2011) and the increasing urgehdgaling with the issue of SCP, the
Committee discussed how this complex and challengisue should be addressed through ESD.
Education was a cross-cutting issue playing a atuole in addressing production and
consumption patterns. In the context of the Marchlgrocess, a Task Force on Education for
Sustainable Consumption had been established timelehairmanship of Italy. This Task Force,
with support from UNEP and in collaboration witletbinited Nations Decade on ESD and
Hedmark University College, had developed of a §etraft Recommendations and Guidelines
(“Here and now: education for sustainable consumptid his comprehensive document served
as the basis for a discussion by the meeting of hetaisiable consumption could be addressed
through ESD in various countries. In addition, relefaadback from the compilation of
answers to the questionnaire (information papel)nahich included questions related to ESD
and SCP, helped facilitate an interactive discussion

43. Representatives of Italy (Mr. Andrea Innamoratijl ah UNEP (Ms. Isabella Marras)
presented the draft Recommendations and Guidelmé&slacation for Sustainable
Consumption. In developing the Recommendations andeBnes, the Task Force had defined
education for sustainable consumption as consisfitithe acquisition of knowledge, attitudes
and skills necessary for functioning in today’sistc Incorporating the concept of responsible
consumption into daily actions is a process andtiesleveloped and modified over time”. The
document consisted of three parts. The first, “adiingshe challenges”, targeted policymakers
by providing (a) an instrument to understand thedrtgnce of education for sustainable
consumption in supporting other policy goals (@tighip and democratic participation,
environmental protection, energy and climate chaujeies, etc.) and (b) guidance on how to
integrate education for sustainable consumptionertsting educational and SD strategies. The
second, “optimizing opportunities”, targeted educabyrproviding them with tools and
instruments to include education for sustainablesamption in curricula, teaching practices and
activities. The third, “relevant resources”, compdsan overview of resources and teaching
materials, references to theoretical research eaxtipal materials, and web links. Both the
presentations and the Recommendations and Guid€jiagts one and two) were available on
the UNECE websitehttp://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4thMTdhe entire document
could be found atttp://www.unep.fr/scp/marrakech/taskforces/edwcatitm
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44. The Committee focused the interactive discussion on

(@) Progress made vis-a-vis this issue — i.e. whethethow is sustainable
consumption addressed through education systethe aational level? (based on general
approaches, methodology and contents);

(b) Challenges encountered and lessons learned;

(© The way forward with this issue (e.g. to consiglging the already developed
Recommendations and Guidelines to address this asilne national level);

(d) The possible contribution to the fourth regiongblementation meeting on
sustainable development.

45.  Ms. Linn briefed the meeting about the preparatwrthe fourth regional

implementation meeting on sustainable developmerd.tWb-day meeting would review the
implementation of Agenda 21 and of the JohannesBurgmit outcomes in specific clusters of
sustainable development. The thematic cluster ®regional implementation meeting
comprised the following issues: transport, chemsicabste management, mining and a 10-year
framework of programmes on SCP patterns. Educatiorawasss-cutting issue; therefore, the
results from this meeting, including the answertheoquestionnaire and the envisaged collection
of good practices, would serve as a valuable ingotthe regional implementation meeting. The
regional implementation meeting would be preparetheyUNECE in cooperation with relevant
partners. The provisional agenda and other dociswentild be considered and approved by the
UNECE Executive Committee.

46. During the interactive discussion, participants sedshat SCP issues varied
considerably from country to country. Despite thgemcy of dealing with SCP, the issue was
insufficiently addressed; therefore, more effoltsidd be made to find efficient means to
address it. Some countries had developed natiaaégtes for SCP or had incorporated SCP in
existing strategies such as on sustainable developand/or on ESD. Some had developed
specific teaching tools to help educators integ&E® into their teaching. In a few countries,
projects on SCP were being carried out. Howevagmaber of challenges remain ahead. The
biggest was to identify appropriate and find felesieays to reorient individual and societal
attitudes and values towards sustainable lifestyhreaddition, nowadays emphasis was mostly
put on the individual consumer choice and respditgibwvhile public, community or collective
choice and responsibility was underestimated. Thes raf the public sector and of Government
vis-a-vis SCP needed to be identified, in partictharrole of Government in terms of
investment (e.g. sustainable transportation), e (e.g. on usage of plastics) and taxation
(e.g. a tax on carbon emissions). At the policyllevter relevant ministries (e.g. those dealing
with social affairs, labour and consumer protedtsimould be involved in the work of addressing
SCP through ESD. Adequate resources, both finaandhuman, were lacking to enhance the
development of SCP and ESD. In the education setimitow salaries of teachers in many
countries constituted a further problem hinderingdyprogress in ESD.

"World Summit on Sustainable Development, JohanmestSouth Africa (2002).
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47. The meeting also discussed possible approachesitessithg SCP. Fair trade, both on
the regional and global levels, was one tool tbaldat lead to a more balanced approach to
consumption. Another important aspect was that maagitades were still struggling with the
eradication of poverty and social imbalance; treeetlifferent perspectives from different parts
of the world should be taken into account. SCPretfean excellent opportunity to bridge these
gaps, as it focused on the economic and socialrdifoes of sustainable development. ESD was
crucial to addressing SCP, as SCP, peacebuildingisabkle transportation, water and climate
change were among the issues it encompassed. Bdsigsping the theoretical background
and policy instruments for SCP, work should focua targe extent on the concrete
implementation of SCP provisions. The best wayighlight the importance of SCP was to
provide relevant tools to address all these issugsS€P, peacebuilding, climate change, water)
through ESD and the UNECE Strategy for ESD. NGOsrhach experience in promoting SCP,
in particular in organizing activities and develapewareness-raising materials and
methodological tools that could reorient people talsasustainable consumption. Targeting
young people was an efficient approach, as theg Waically ahead of adults in their
learning/assimilation of such issues. For instatea;hing about the consequences of
unsustainable consumption had resulted in childeginming to act in sustainable ways.
Teachers should be encouraged to talk about SGRindasses and to address it with parents.
The school environment was very important for prongpthe need for sustainable lifestyles and
minimizing the ecological footprint. A further aspég consider was payments for ecosystems
services.

48. The Committee agreed that while more efforts wereleg¢o integrate SCP into ESD,
with a particular emphasis on teaching approachdsrethodology, the draft Recommendations
and Guidelines on education for sustainable consompeveloped under the Marrakech
process were a useful tool to facilitate countragivities in this regard. The Committee
recommended revising the title of the draft Recomataéions and Guidelines to reflect that SCP
was a component of ESD. It also recommended awithi@ tendency to develop sectoral
education initiatives e.g. education for climate change, education fadew&ducation for SCP

- but to channel all efforts, resources and actiwjtwith a view to addressing these issues in an
integrative way through ESD. The meeting also atjtkat sharing good practices for addressing
SCP through ESD was a very efficient means to pterS8&€P.

VI. INTERLINKAGES AND POSSIBLE MUTUAL BENEFITS OF THE U NECE
PROCESS AND OTHER EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES AND ACTIVITIES

49. ESD had gained prominence in recent years and maayiasgions and institutions were
carrying out ESD-related activities. Since the BigeCommittee’s last meeting, a number of
international events on ESD had been held in the ClEegion. Each of these events had its
own added value. However, communication and codiperamong partners was a prerequisite
to the overall success of ESD.

50. Delegates supported strengthening synergies betiheddNECE Strategy on ESD and
the ESD-related activities taking place in the feavork on the United Nations Decade of ESD,
the Commission on Sustainable Development, thed&am Union and the Mediterranean
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Strategy for Sustainable Development. Many actsitiad been reported by stakeholders
connected with implementing ESD, including promotit§D and the Strategy in relevant
international forums.

51. The representative of Austria, on behalf of Envinamt and School Initiatives (ENSI),
informed the meeting about the recent ESD-relatédites, including the ENSI Conference,
“Creating learning environments for the future. @tgknowledge on research and practice”
(Leuven, Belgium, 26—28 March 200tp://conference.ensi.o)g/The representative of ENSI
also brought the meeting’s attention to the “MovediXg’ Initiative, a joint undertaking of

ENSI and UNEP. This initiative also included secratasf the Convention on the Protection
and Sustainable Development of the Carpathiang@@laan Convention) and was supported by
the Austrian company OMYV through its corporate ab@sponsibility programme (OMV Move
& Help). It aimed at mainstreaming environmental@tion into schools curricula in the
Carpathian and Caucasus regions through (a) traneahtiooperation; (b) developing tools and
educational materials for distribution in scho@ty;establishing environmental awareness; and
(d) encouraging and facilitating regional coopemnatboetween schools. One of the initiative’'s
main outputs was the Carpathian/Caucasus Mountih HEaining Tool Kit, which was being
developed by the Carpathian Sustainable Learning/dikt(CASALEN) with support from
ENSI.

52. The representative of CAREC informed the meetingiaB&D activities being carried
out in the Central Asian subregion. These actiwiismed at enhancing international cooperation
in ESD between Central Asian countries. Some ofrtam activities were: (a) the preparation of
joint subregional analytic reviews focusing on earmental education and ESD (five such
reviews had been prepared from 2003 to 2009)hgpteparation of a review of good practices
in ESD in Central Asia in the context of the UNEG&ategy (2008—-2009); (c) projects
promoting ESD in legislation and the educationaktems of Central Asian countries; and (d)
carrying out an assessment of the implementatiaheoUNECE Strategy in Central Asian
countries at the Seventh Central Asian Internati@uaference on ESD. Key future activities
would include: (a) the forthcoming project, Capadityiding on sustainable development for
High-level Governmental Officials of Central Asi@ountries (based a pilot project
implemented in Kazakhstan in 2008-2009); and (bRebgional Green Pack for Central Asia,
which would be implemented in cooperation with tlegiRRnal Environmental Centre for Central
and Eastern Europe as well as other partners.

53. The representative of European ECO-Forum informeticgzants about the
establishment of the Copernicus Alliance (2009,dticcessor of the Copernicus Campus (a
network of universities cooperating on environmeathication established in 1993). The role of
the newly established alliance was to promote suabée development in European higher
education institutions, with a view to improvingueation and research on sustainable
development in partnership with society.
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54.  UNI-IAS informed the meeting about its key actiggion ESBwhich included:

€)) The establishment of 22 Regional Centres fqeiise (RCE) in the UNECE
region — RCEs being networks of organizations ingdlin formal, non-formal and informal
education aiming at influencing learning towardssastainable development;

(b) Initiating work on core competences in ESD, ipatarly in higher education;

(© Leadership programmes on promoting SCP, fopthate sector and
Governments;

(d) Initiation of research and establishment ofriirikages between ESD and other
educational movements, e.g. peace and educatiodegand education and Education for All,
aiming to build synergies and foster dialogue betwadethese constituencies;

(e) ProSPER.Net, a network of higher educationtuntstns in the Asia Pacific
region promoting post graduate programmes for E&Doan sustainable development, which
was currently focusing on reorienting business slkshéaculty training and training for
policymakers.

55. MIO-ECSDP presented the activities under the Mediterranehucéation Initiative for
Environment and Sustainability (MEDIES). These fexion promoting ESD in the
Mediterranean region through: (a) organizing comfees, seminars and youth residential
workshops; (b) developing educational and traimregerials; and (c) maintaining a network of
educators for environmental education and E&ib{//medies.ngt One valuable output was a
publication on addressing water-related issuesutiitr&SD; this has been translated into nine
languages of the Mediterranean region and had prtavbe very popular among educators.
Another successful publication examined addressiad-related issues through ESD. The latter
had been translated into six languages and condppiss on cultural dialogue, on environment
and production of food, and on food and health. Tmgicourses had been conducted in various
Mediterranean countries, several of which had beeorganized with the Baltic University
Programme and with support from the Leonardo dai\Rnagramme. A major activity was the
establishment of a network of Mediterranean unitiessproviding a master course on ESD with
support from the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Sciearwt Culture in Europe (BRESCE). In
the framework of the UNEP YouthXchange Programnreyesed version of a magazine for
youth, which had proved very popular in Greece, wakeu consideration. Addressing emerging
issues through ESD, e.g. nanotechnologies and chbyweas also an item on the MEDIES
agenda. Finally, the Circle of Mediterranean Paréatarians for Sustainable Development
(COMPSUD) had been created to ensure a permaneotjdeabetween parliamentarians and
educators. Another similar activity, the Circle of diterranean Journalists for Sustainable
Development (COMJ SUD), had been established toawgcommunications between
journalists, educators and policymakers. A newlejrioringing together diverse women'’s
organizations and educators, was currently undesideration.

56. UNESCO briefed the meeting on its upcoming maj@nés on ESD in 2009. These
included the World Conference on Higher Educat®aris, 6—8 July), the International Seminar

8 See also the UNI-IAS websitbtfp://www.ias.unu.edu

° Mediterranean Information Office for Environme@uylture and Sustainable Development (http://www-mio
ecsde.org/). Serves as secretariat to MEDIES.
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on Climate Change and Education (Paris, 27-29 Julyj}rendNESCO Youth Forum
(Paris, 1-3 October).

57.  With the considerable increase in ESD activitiesnmunication and coordination among
partners was a prerequisite. The Committee agreelgeoestablishment of a coordination
mechanism consisting of annual meetings bringiggtteer main ESD partnétén the region,
preferably organized back-to-back to the Steeringn@ittee meetings and, where feasible, other
international events (ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/8). Suateahanism would not only enable the
sharing and coordination of ongoing and planned HS&ted activities, but would also offer a
way to promote synergies and to avoid overlap arpdichtion.

58. The secretariat explored the possibility of orgargzihe first meeting back-to-back to the
UNESCO Conference in Bonn; however, due to the basy schedule before, during and after
the Conference involving the main ESD partners, sughnization was not possible. The first
meeting would thus be organized back-to-back withteragvent or with the Committee’s next
meeting.

VIl.  STATUS OF THE TRUST FUND AND RESOURCES REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE PERIOD 2009-2010

59.  Afurther key issue for enabling ESD activities untter Strategy was the availability of
financial and human resources. With regard to itential matters relating to the
implementation of the work plan, the Chairpersoterated the scheme of voluntary
contributions agreed by the Vilnius High-level Magtof Environment and Education
Ministries (Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005). The finaakissues were reflected in the work plan’s
annex lll; updated information were provided in im@tion paper no. 4.

60. Efforts undertaken by UNECE member States to devblefstrategy and successfully
implement its phase | (2005-2007) had been remarkableas their continuous commitment to
the process. In 2008, however, the funds receiyatddESD trust fund had fallen significantly
below the amounts required to effectively implemami manage the Strategy at the regional
level. Given the very limited funds currently aadile in the trust fund, continued voluntary
contributions from member States were crucial tdokng the implementation of the activities
agreed in the work plan.

61. The Committee recalled that at the Sixth Ministe@lanference “Environment for
Europe” (Belgrade, 2007), the ministers of educa#ind the environment had requested that
United Nations regular budget resources be allddatethe further work on the Strategy, and
had asked the secretariat to explore these passgilGovernments had recognized that more
efforts should be made to promote this decisiddNECE and the General Assembly.

2 0On the proposed coordination mechanism for ESEnpes in the UNECE region, please see document
ECE/CEP/AC.13/2009/8, paragraph 3 and footnote 2.
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62. Inthe meantime, member States, international gzgtions and the private sector
members were invited to make voluntary contribwgitmsupport the ongoing and planned work.
The secretariat would follow up with official letgesoliciting financial support from the member
States.

63. The overview of expected follow-up actions and dieadl as well as the revised format
of resource requirements, is annexed to this repeetganexes | and I1).

VIIl.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

64. The Steering Committee decided that its next mgetiould be held in March 2010.
Following the confirmation of the availability ofraeeting room with interpretation, the next
meeting of the Steering Committee is scheduled toete on Thursday and Friday, 18 and 19
March 2010.

IX. OTHER BUSINESS

65.  No other business was brought to the attentioh@fSteering Committee.

X. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

66. The Chairperson informed the Steering Committeetttesummary of the meeting

would be circulated by e-mail. The Bureau and #etariat were requested to follow up on the
Committee’s decisions. The secretariat was askéddbze the report and the list of participants
for circulation to delegates after the meeting.Seheould also be posted on the UNECE website
(http://www.unece.org/env/esd/SC.Meet.htm#4thMTdhe Chairperson concluded that it had
been a successful and fruitful meeting, with verydjootcomes, and thanked the Committee for
its constructive and efficient work. He then closleel meeting.

67. The Bureau met after the Steering Committee meediagtee on its own next meeting,
with a view to preparing the fifth meeting of ther@mittee. The Bureau agreed that, depending
on the outcomes of the October meeting of the Coteendn Environmental Policy that related
to preparing the next “Environment for Europe” Mit@rial Conference, as well as on the draft
provisional agenda for the Steering Committeeth filheeting, it would decide whether to
convene a meeting in Geneva or to hold consultatigne-mail. In the case that the Bureau met
in Geneva, the preferred dates for such a meetingowae 17 or 19 November 2009.
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Annex |

OVERVIEW OF EXPECTED FOLLOW -UP ACTION BY MEMBER STATES AND
STAKEHOLDERS

Activity

Deadline

Comment

Actor

Submit/update answers t
the questionnaire

» 23 March 2009

The compilation of answers
would be revised to include
new submissions; refer to
paragraph 20

Member States

Nominate candidatures fq
the Expert Group on
Competences in ESD

;
31 March 2009

Refer to paragraph 36

Member States
and
stakeholders

Submit good practices in

30 June 2009

As contribution to the
upcoming relevant meetings
and for sharing them through

Member States
and
stakeholders

ESD ongoing the website; refer to paragraph
30
Submit national strategie$ Member States
and action plans for ESD onaoin For sharing them through the
as well as other policy going website; refer to paragraph 1¢
documents on ESD
Submit events and , For sharing them through the Member States
. Ongoing o and
materials on ESD website; refer to paragraph 21
stakeholders
I Member States
Contribution to the trust Ongoing Refer to the paragraphs 59-¢2nd

fund

stakeholders
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Annex Il

STATUS OF THE TRUST FUND AND RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS FOR

THE PERIOD 2009-2010

UNECE EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAME
Contributions, incurred expenses and estimatediresgequirements

(in United States dollars; calculations are based on the United Nations scale of assessments')

REPORT ON THE USE OF FUNDS

1.1. Contributions received in 2008 as of 31 Decemb2008

Country Date Amount
A. | Starting balance as of 1 January 2008 181,651
Received in 2008

Lithuania January 2,915
Ireland April 31,546
Austria April 3,155
Greece May 3,065
Slovakia June 3,11(
Croatia June 3,110

B. | Canada August 14,221
Lithuania October 2,695
Hungary November 3,881
Netherlands November 12,937
Sweden December 23,326
Czech Republic December 6,4f7
Austria December 2,786
Norway December 13,091

Subtotal contributions (A + B) 307,966

C. | Interest income 4,307

Total income (A + B + C) 312,273

" Figures are rounded up. They might change in aecme with the United Nations administrative retiata
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1.2 Expenditures in 2008

Activity Costs
Participation of eligible delegates in: one meebtht¢he Steering Committee,

A. | one meeting of the Bureau and two meetings of stpeE Group on Indicators 38,118
(2008)

B. | Staff travel to the relevant meetings 3,073

C. | 1 P3 staff salary (part-time: January—Decembe@B2inclusive) 129,861

D. | General operating expenses 137

Subtotal (A+ B+ C+ D): 171,052

E. | Programme support costs: 13 per cent of $171,052 22,267

Total expenditures(A+ B+ C + D + E) 193,289

1.3. Balancgbalance forward, as of 1 January 2009) +118,984

Il. ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES FOR THE PHASE 11 (2009)

Activity Costs
Participation of eligible delegates in:

A One meet?ng of the Steering Committee 30,000
One meeting of the Bureau 12,500
Two meetings of the Expert Group on Competenc&Sin 17,500

B. | Workshop (EECCA) 70,000

C. | Staff travel to the relevant meetings 20,000

D. | 1 P3 staff salary (full-time: January—December 2009, inclusive) 880,

E. | 1 P2 IT staff salary (full-time: September 20D8eember 2009, inclusive) 34,000

Subtotal (A+ B+ C+ D + E): 320,800

F. | Programme support costs: 13 per cent of $320,800 41,704

Total expenditures(A+B+C+D + E + F) 362,504

Notes: (a) Expenditures for the case studies would benas#id by interested Governments and

organizations involved in the exercise; (b) expemds for the workshops could be alternatively cese
directly by host Governments and/or interested miggdions; (c) expenditures for consultancy cowdd b
provided in kind by Governments and/or interesteghoizations.

Estimated resources required for 2009$362,504 — $118,984)

2 |ncluding separation costs.

243,520
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. ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES FOR THE PHASE Il (2010):

Activity Costs
Participation of eligible delegates in: 30.000
A One meeting of the Steering Committee 12'500
" | One meeting of the Bureau 35’000
Three meetings of the Expert Group/Task Force ang&ences in ESD '
B. | Workshop (SEE) 30,000
Consultancy for specific documentation for the G8Bcess, e.g. progress
C. . . 35,000
report for implementation of phase I
D. | Staff travel to the relevant meetings 20,000
E. | 1 P3 staff salafy(full-time: January—December 2010, inclusive) BB6,
F. | 1 P2IT staff salary (full-time: January—Jund@Qnclusive) 68,00¢
SQubtotal A+ B+ C+ D+ E+ F): 367,300
G. | Programme support costs: 13 per cent of $367,300 47,749
Total expenditures(A+ B+ C+D + E + F +G) 415,049
Estimated resources required for 2010 $415,049
V. PLEDGES MADE
Country Amount Comments
Canada 30,000 CADWill contribute 15,'000 for each 2009 and 2010
ital At the third meeting of the Committee, expressed
y interest in contributing




