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I.

1, 4t its )+th and 5th ptenarlr rLeetings. on 22 Sept ember: laTB, the General
Assenrtri]' oeci,led to include in the agenda of its thirty-third sessicn the iterl
entiLteC. 'Felort of the United Tiations Corn:nission on International Trade T,a\'r on

tire worh of its eleventh session" and to allocate it to the sixth co nitt-'e.

2. The Sixth comnittee considered this item at its 4th tc 13th n-'etings ' from
26 Fl ep-' euber to 6 October 1978, at its 22nd and.23rd meetinrrs." on 17 and

iB oclaber r9?8, and at its 61;t and 62nd meetings, on l and )+ Deeernt'er 1978'

3. At the )rth neetingu on 26 iept+r,rber, l1r. S. K. Dqte-Autr (crana), chairman
of thr Ulnited, I\iations Cor.mission on International Trad-e LaI'I at its eleventh
enc<i rn inir^.lrr.F.j l-.he nnn-jcqinriq r.er.nr.i lr.r the lloTl: of that ltssion. l/ The

Sixth Connittee a-1so ha.d before it a report of the Secretarl'-General on the
rirnroirq -f q1.mri.qi e on international trade I".w (A/33/I77 ) and notes by the
qF.rr Frr \/..C.-.ir-q t n.)noprF.iho r-}e r-nifp,,t I'e+inns Confefefce or the Carrilgc of
.rqrf q!or J 

_ Lvrr!\.r rLr L'5

cooUs ty Sea, heLd at itanbuig fron 6 to 31 !,Iarch I97B (A/C.6/33/l'.2) and the
commenti on the Comission,s rerort by the Trade and llevelopnent.. lloard of thc
United .f"{at ions conference on 'r'rade and Develoment (r /a,6/33/L.3) '

}t, During the debate in the Sixth Cormittee on agends itern 115, tl"o further
documents were pfaced before the Conrmittee: a lettex from the Pe"nanent
Representative of Austria concernirg the venue of the Lhited l'ations conference
on Contra.cts for the lnternational Sale of Cooas (A/C.6/33/\) and a note by the
United llations Secretariat on the question of transfer to i/ienna of the
secretariat of the United llations Conmission on Internationa'l Trade LaI^'

(^/c "6/33/cRP.r) .

5. .at the 62nd rneeting, on l+ December 1978, the naDporteur of the sixtn eonrtrittee
raised the question vhether the coErdtt ee l,rishecl to include in its lelrort to the
ceneral Asser.bly on this item a surnrnary of the nain trends that ener.qed durinl the
debate on the Comnissionts report. l-fter referring to General l.ssernbly resclution
2292 (XXTI) of B lecernber 196? concerninfl publications and docuaeniation of the
United liatlons, the napporteur infonned the Comnittee of the financial implications
of Lhe question, At the sane neeting, the Sixth Cofirittee de cid-'d that? in viel'r
of the nature of the subiect-matter' tbe report on agenda iten 115 should- include
a sunmaty of the ntain trends of opinion that fiere expressed durinq the debate'

r / ^r|-:^i.1 Fo..'rrls nf ,.he -third. Session '

II.ITRODUCTIOIiI

As s emb
nresentation of the ltas rursuan-! to a

decision bv the Si,-Jh conrai.ttee at its 1o95th meeting" on 13 ftecember 1968 (see

cfjjci.l Eecords of Lhe cenel-a1 .^ s sqrol.l+1r T!.'enty-thir'i session, l14g1eg, eoenda
---_-#_-.--:-.t=T=i_---_Tj--
ater l1d, doclrnent Al (4Oor para. J/,
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TT, PROPOSALS

?. At the b_tst reetine of the Conniltee, on l lecernber, tr.ro draft resolutions
l\/C.b/33/L.il and Corr..2 and, A/C,6/33/L.12 ar:d Corr.t vere introduced ty the
representative of T.u"key on trehalf of the respective sponsoring delegations.
Ihe sponsors of draft resolution A/C.6/33/L,,aL and Cor.2 were: Argentiqa.
At"ttiu, . B".g1rd""h. Br""if. 3.,lgurir, Cun.d., Co1orbi"" Co.no. C*"ho. 

"l._oiuEig,
s. P

by
and Yueoslavia. later

draft resolution A/C.6/33/1.12 and_ Corr.1 were: tugentina_) _austria,
a. Canada

trle tert of
sponsors of

IJe
bia" Conso

Itic F

zarnb].a t I'or

a. IndGhana
| 1n_Lanc. .

esia " fran Tf qlrr Trrnrrr:-::-=:I-L_-:-" t
Pa.kistan PananaCoast. J

a. Turk
and Yusosl
Za.ire and
resolution

joined by a. Xfo 1ia. Fvanda
the text of the draft resolution, see para, li1 belorr, rlraft

7. For its consideration of d_raJt resotution A/C.6/33/L.].p, the Conmittee had
hefore it a statement (A./C "(,/33/L.B ) , submitted by the ljecret ary-General in
accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, on
the adninistrative and. financial irnllications of the dTaft resolution.

ITI. DEBATE

B. fhe main trends of opinion expressed in the Sixth Cornmittee on the report of
the United lTations Cornmission on Tnternational- Trade Law on the r,rorlt of its
eleventh session 2/ are sulrnarized in sections A to G belov, Sections A antl B
deal with generaftbservations on the role and functions of the conmission and on
its vorking method.s, r.rhile the rernaining sections are devoted to the Conmitteers
deLiberations on the sDecific topics consi4ered by the Co:rnission at its el-ventl^
session, as follows; international sale of goods (sect. C); international
r:alrment s (sect. D)i nroe?arme of work of the Cornnission (sect, f)' trainin- and
assistance in the fiel-d of international trade 1av (sect. I') i and other business
tsect. u).

A. General observatiols

9. Representatives stressed the irnportance of the Conrnission's '.rcrk. The vier,r
uas generally shared that the vork of the Conmission r..,hich vas d,irected to the
unification, harmonization and pro€lressive develorrment oj" the lan relating to

2-/ Olficial Records of the General Assembly. Thirty-third Session. Supplenent
.,,r, .r1 \

F
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internaticnal_ tr.ade helped to renove obstacles -to the g].ollJth of sucl] trade on

e.outta-bir: 1;erns anal encouraqed tile d evelolDent of lrrade 'Dolicies that took into
rr cc oun+, 1;ne in.terests of all States. Tlle 1ena1 rules llrenared. by the Cormission
r,reri eccertatie to states vith diffet:ent econonic, social an,1 Ieqal systems and

at, a,ifferent stages of econornic ilevelorrnent, It nas also noted. that facilitation
cf il:r'i:rnr,rt i ona.l. irade relations serve,l to Dromote friendly relations anonF States t
: r.- o.:-i cir. : I.rr-,.rlat-ionaI lnd.ersta:..iinq nrd co-o,-,ere-t ior. ,

i0. Felresentatives expresserl their satisfaction t'ritl: the progress nade thus fa?
--..i -^ i -- -'1 - .-,,*i i -- dr nr hs .hi l-he ^o:nj ssion rs secretaTiat ir carrying

out tire Connlssion's L10rl: rrrograrlme I as shovn bv the nuriber of highl1' significant
1€ila1 terts 1.rhi ch the Cornmission had conryleted since its estatrlishment ' the
drait Ccnvention on Contra.cts for tl:te Tnternational Sale of Goods which the
Connlssaon had placed before the G--nera1 Assenrbly at its clrren1 ""s5i6n 

3/ vas
E- frther: ir:rportant examrrle of the progress achieved by the Coruission'

1l' r'i ri:-s ncterl viLh satisfaction that. based on prena'ratory vork by the
Ccrnissron" the l.lnited llations Conven-tion on the Carriage of Goods by Sea had
been a(r,optecl ai Iranburg on 31 liaxch 19T8. '!he hope r,ras exrressed that the ner^r

Convention r'rou1t1 fild tide acceDtance tithin a short perio'L of tine' Some

rerrres ent at irres stateci that their Governnents '.tere now studying the provisions
oi the Conl.ention '.rith a view to ratification or accession.

lJ. fr.y rcft-eserrr rtives ur.'Ted i.he Con--]ri s s ior. to nIocF particulal' en-phasi s in
lts vork on the special needs of d.eveloping countries and on tha implement'ation
of the go:ris of the new internatiolal econornic order as outlined in the resolutions
of the Cener:a-L Asseubly on that subject. These rerir es entatives expressed their
fr-1li surrtort oi the Conrnission's decision to include in its new nlogranme of
:,,orL; the iten entitled- "T,egal inplica.tions of tne ne'\^r international economic
orr,el One relresentative expresseC scne reservations regarding this
decisicr:.

u, lurl:,-r-' rirc; r:lr ul ',lt-' IriL,eo :a. jons
Con:rission on internationa1 Trade Lav

l-3. rlenres ent a-t ives expressed continued a?llrova.f of the lrorking methods elrployed
]JJ/ tl,e Con'nission and its r,rorking groups' It vas noted that to a substantial
,-..t"nr- r'i.e 'Tofress ocli^v-d l Y Lhe Conr-iss ion t'es attribLtable to the efficiency
cf such -,rorkinn nethocls. Tbe inportance of prelaratoTlr studies and research by
-uhe secretariat of the Cornnission r".as also noted.

l,)i. There -,.ra.s general aareement that the Oorrnission had a nandate to co-ordinate
r. ( r-cr'.- of or-anizatia-ls enoafled in the uni"ication of one or rore areas of
inienatioral tra-de lav, and that the laandate extended to organizations both
."rithin and outside the United I'ations systell, Representatives stressed the need for
tire Co|ission to strengthen its efforts, nainly through its secretariat, aimed

-1l Tg,-q, . cf .!, TT, sect, f .
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at co-ordinating the worh of other orsanizations, in order to avoid ccst11-
i,,h l i ^a+i ^-

C, Tnternational sale of goods

\5. lioting the central losition occugied. bt" tbe law of sale in international
trade 1all, xepresentatives 1{et: e unanimous in conmenclinc the Conaission for the
successful conpletion of its vorl_ on a alraft Corvention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods, There lras €jeneral agreenent that the draft
convention constituted an excellent basis for the adoDtion of a convention on the
subj ect .

]6, Representatives a€reed r.iith the recormenCation of the Conmission that tle
General Assembly should convene, as early as uracticable, a conference of
plenipot ent iari es to conclude, on the basis cjf the draft Cor-r.ention apprloved
by the conmission" a convention on contrp-ctE for the rnternationar sale of Goocs.
Rpn}"aaanf aJ-irrac r.rq$6 - l o- ,,!-u *rio agreed that the conference should be a_uthorized, to
consid.er the desirability of 'oreparing a nrotccol to the 19Tl+ Convention on the
l,irftation Period in the Tnternational Sale of caods, which vould harnonize its
provisions with those in the Conveation on Contracts for the lnternationa-1 ilale
of Goods as it nay tre adopted by the conference,

17. Repres ent a.t ives r{ere unanirnous in their support for the conrnission's decision
to integrate the draft Convention on the fnternational Sale of Goods aColte,l
at the Comissionts tenth session and the articles on the forniation of ccn.rra.c.cs
adopted at the Cofllrissionls eleventh session, in a sinrle intef"l atrd rext,
namely, the draft Convention on Contracts fo} the International Sale of Goods,

18. Many repres ent at irres supported the Conmission's recomr,endation that the
conference considering the draft Convention on Cont"acts for the fnternationa.l
Sale of Goods should be convened for a rreriod_ of five rreeks, r,,ith the nossibility
of extend.ing the conference for a further veek if necessarv. The vieir r,ras also
expressed that the conference should be convened for a definite periocl of four
or five weeks, without nrovision fcr a lossible extension, and that the
conference should conrplete its wo"k a-t one session. ft was suAgested that the
confelence stould be held in 1980, letreseniatives observed that all .lccurentation
for the conference should be sent to Gol.ernment s and interested international
organizations for con-ments r"iell in ad,vanc e of the date to be set ior the
conference. The aepresentative of Austria stated that bis Goverrnent toulC
\'relcome it if the conference r,'ere held in Vienna in vien of the fact thai ihe
tlansfer of the InteTns.tional Tra.le Lav Franch- to \IiA-h. ch.,r]d }1F .^rilrl eted bv
that tine (see .tt./c.6/33/+t,

19. l4ost repres ent atir,.es s1rohe in favour of the Coltaissionrs decisicn to request
the S eeret ary-Ceneral to lrepare draft lrovisions concer:ring inDl(renlation,
reservations and other final clauses for the draft Oonvention on Contrac-us for
the International Sale ol Goods. Tihe vier.r, itovever , r,ras allo ex-, ress jrl that
such provisions should be ilTafted by the States particiDating in the conference
and not by thc Secretary- Ce::eral .
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20. Iiost retresentatives vho snoke on the Doint supported the Conmissionrs
de,cision that the fina.l clauses prepaled by the Secretary-General for the Craft
Cronl-entioli an Contracts for tle International SaIe of Goods should al1ov
(',- Li.':f,ir I Fta-tes to ratify or accectr to nart f of the draft convFntion (dealinc
r'rith fnr sn\ere of arpl-ication anrl. general provisions), togethex with either
qart I1 (c1ca1in3 tritn mles as to the fornation of contracts) or l>art III(contrininr the rules governing the ot'lioations or huvers and sellers), if they
r,rere rrot Teadlr to accept both rJart lT and part TfT of the draft Conventicn'
po\r-vct, ti.e vierr rias ?Iso exDressed the.t pernittinA ratificatior of oarts of the
dTaft Conventioa did not serve the inte"est of harmonizing the 1av governing
international sales and would create uncertainty, It vas statecl that the fina]
clauses shoulrr- include a provision to the effect that, \there both t,arties to i:he
contract harl their places of business in States thst were parties to le8ional
conventi-ons that d.ea1t vith t'he matters cover€d in the draft Convention, the
Irovisions of srrclL rr.sional conventions could be applied to that contTact.

2L All the representatives for$d the text of the d-raft Convention on Contracts
for the International Safe of Goods generally acceptable. A nunber of
representatives nade preliminary observations regardin€i the provisions of the
craft Convention, rrl--ile otLel" relr"es entativcs reserved the substantive c' ments
of their Go./ernments until the al-iDlonatic conference,

22, Representatives noted fawourabltr that the draft Convention avoided the use
oF leg'rl concetts knor'm onfy in certain lefial systems and, in that respect,,.tas
,rFr|.'or- pnnortahl,= +^ ^1r I T+ --as also noted that the text of tl.ef cT,dr -J b LEr 1r

drr.ft Conventior- was adaptFd to the current oractical requirerrents of international
traC-e, that it reduced. the mmber of cases that had to be settled b1' the nationa-1
'rrrl 

^3.ha ^. +l-A ner+.i6s ar,.t renrasFn+F.t ,n cnuitable balance betlreen thc
interests of sellers and buyers. Hor.rever, the view r,ras also exFressed that the
draft Convention should take greater account of the particular itterests of
developing co,:ntries.

23. A n'.rmb er of representatives stated- that the text of the draft Convention
contained on sone points arnbiguous and unclear provisions whj.ch should be
rnodified at tire diplomatj c conference. lhus, regarding the scope of the draft
Conrrention r both the view that it might be too restrictive and the view tlat it
mi gbt 1:e too broaii. \,rere expressed. Ouestions were also raised concerning the
i:rclusion ir- article 5 of the concept of "gootl faith"; a number of reprLsentatives
stated that the concept was uncLear and that an international-ly acceptable
definition of the tarm r.ras lacking. several representatives suggested that the
orircior'= of "+air rlea.liro' hc inr'ornorn.tcd in articl-e 6.

2\, Concern r./as also expressed vith respect to the recognition in article B cf
existing trade usages as this introduced an efement of uncertaintv into
conlrractual relations and was unduly favourable to the industrialized countries
r,rhich had developed these usages and were rnore familiar with ther[. Representatives
also nated their reservations vith rega"]'d to the conpromise erntodied in
eft inl: l2 F.r'rr,h\ t vhich orovided that the contract quantity and nrice
could he 'fixed imalicitly", ttrey stated that nrice lras one of tLe most inportant
aspects of a contTact anC- that, at the least, the cases r+here price coulal be
set "inplicitlvi shoulcl. be restricted and clarified.



! /33/3\9
, rf Lasn

''ge 7

r' r$slrrgr_s!gl_-!sr49$c

25' l'Tanf reDT esent at iveri noted the continuing progress of the vork }y tleConnission?s inorkins Grou! on fnternational ltegttialte fnstruments in itspreparation of a draft convention on rntcrnational Bi1ls of ]lxehanre anirnternational Fromissory ]Iotes. The hope was exbressed that the "orkinE Grourvould conplete its r,rork on the draft in the near juture.

26, Several reTrTes entatives stated- their support for the Cornnission!s d.ecisionthat the uniforn provisions governing internliional bills of exchange andinternational promissory notes should be set forth in the form of a conventr onrather thail in the forru of a uniforn 1aw.

I. Programme of rrlrk of the Conmjssion

?7. Ilost representatives conmented favourably on the ner,r proqrafime of lrork cf the
commission, and many of them noted- with particular satisfaction the inclusiontherein of the item rrr,eqa-l implica-tions of the new internationar econonic order',.
These relresentatives noted that the irnplernentation of the neu international
econotic orJcr l+as o^ f,reat irlortance lo the j.:veloninl, countries, that uo.rl_ onits lega1 aspects had to be und.ertalien exreditiously, and that the Conmission
was the bcst eouicned body to do this work. Several relresentatives nor-ed- f\at
the .[sia.n-African I'ega1 consurtative conmittee had suggested that this item be
incl-ud-ed in the vork programne of' the Commission. l.,ovever " the viev 1i/as also
expressed that the Commission was a techaical body dealing r,rith legaI issues
only and that qtestions colnected uith the new international economic order. r,rerestill- highly noliticeLl, contro.'ersial and in the Drocess of evolution.

28' Several representatives expressed support for tbe decision of the oorir-rnissionto establish a \"trorrring Group whic!: r.rould consider, rrased on prefiminary studies
by the Secretaria"t, possible issues connected rdth the nev international economicorder that the Cornrrrission mirht take ul. Sone renr esoriatiwes l^^i,ava. canr.rscr,n
thc vierv Lha+- it La.r beer premature t. ".t.iii"l'"-;;;;i;;^;;;;r,-i" tl"ni"ii'ii^-
Cornrnissionis practice of referring sub"iects to workinE groups onil. afterprelaratory studies by the Secretariat and a Connission declsion tiru.t th. subject
r.r'as suitabfe and the preparatory r,rorl; vas sufficientl-y advanced-. One
xepresentative stated thate since a iiecision had already been ta.Len, his
Governnent r'rou-rd reserve further corrrment on the creation of this l.iorl:ing clrouputrtil the issuance of the prelininary studies by the flecreta-riat,

29. The vier.i was e:rlressed that tire Conmission,s 
'uccess 

in neetinp the
obiectives of its first rrork progranrme I,/as, to a larre extent, due to the factthat th. l'ork r,ras d-irected t,o srccrfic, concrete tolics and tl:at the Co::nission
was concerned solely l.rith the lega.r aspects of these topics. rt r,ras stated_further that Lhe commission should continue to function as a strictly 1e-:a1 body
focusing cn specific" technical subjects vhich can be conr_.Ieted rrit}lin a
reasonablc periorl of tine,

30. Durin3 :rre deba.te in Lhe Sixch Co.-nittee e nrJrl.Fr nt srrt- t-nj-e r,,,-.,p sucfeste,_
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'lrrr nnp nr *atives for Dossible inclusion in the nerr -Io!'l: lrotrarn:e of
the lor-nission. lhe sug'rested- tonics includ-ed- r Ie3aI rules for the nrotection of
developinc countries in the context of the operations of transnational
corporations - elininaiion of cliscrinination in trad,e refations" questions of
internationa] public trade lar'r preparation of a code of interna.tional trac]-e laII:
'trans-t'er of Lee1rno1o4.)1 and a Feneral s'Jsten of preferences for developino
countvies. Suggestions irere also rna d-e regarding the prioxity to be given to the
subjects inciucled in the Comlr.issionrs neu r/orli proorallr1e: several representatives
stated that prioritl. should be given to work related to the nev interna.tional
econon:ic order. The vie\r 'r{as expressed that international payments and
arbir.ration lrere suitable hi-h priority tolics. 'l}Iere I"as also sul)-)orr for givinf
i:riorit:r to the lrorli on international trade contracts.

F. Treg]r}a_e4g_-?S_l:s .tlgrcS_ rn _!he l!]slg_o-{-_lg!Sl!f!tie!q1_,q-?.e-latf

31" nepresentatives stressed the inportance r.rhi ch their respective States
attached -r,o the training and- assist€nce activities of the Corrrnission and- noted- the
necessity that technical extr)erbise in international trade 1alrr shoul-d. becorie
available r,iorld-.-vid-e " lepresentatives r,rere a.greed that syrposia on international
trade 1av orgar:lzed, by the Comnission r'rere very useful in giving specialized-
traininfl to juristsr pe-rticularly from developint countries, an d. shoulC therefore
be continued, It rras regretted that the second- synposiun, Ithich the Coruqission
intend-ed to hold in connexion vith its tenth session, had. to be callcel'led due to
insufficiency of the volunt ary contributions received, fror,l- Covernr.rents to defray
its costs.

32. l..any representatives expressed. support for the funCing of sy:"nosia or;anized
by the Comdssion frorn the regular budget of the United llations to the extent that
vcluntarl' contributions did- not prove to be adecluate to ensure sttendance by tlle
requisite nininurn of participants so as to make the slnrpos ia r+orthr,rhile. fhe
representatives of the Federal tepublic of Germany and Sweden sta.ted that their
respective Governnents r.roufd nahe voluntary contributions to meet the exf'enses of
future syrrposia. The represente.tive of the lrederal- Fepublic of Gexmany indicated-
that the contribution of his Government rrould be conditional upon the nakinc of
contributions by 0overnnents of other industrialized States'

33. l'j:re vien L'as also expressec1 that Ij-I{CI?ru\L synposia. on international trade larv
shou-ld be financecl exclusi.veJ-y from voJ"untary contributions. It ltas further
suggested that voluntary conl,ributions to the Unj-tecl i;la.ti ons ?rogra[me of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and llider Apprecia.tion of
Tnternational Lalr could be useal for this purDose,

3)+. lL nunber of representatives notec'L vith appreciation the offers by Selgiurn and
Pol-and of fellor.rships in international trade 1al'r for acadelilic and practical
stuclies in their respective countries. It rras stated that other countries shoul-d
consider offering sirrrilar fellolrships for youn€f jurists from developing countries.
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G. Other business

35" Representatives rlrele agreed. ttrat the venue of the conmissionrs sessionsshould continue to be rotateci annually betr"reen lterr yorh and. Gen€va. Once thecommissionrs secretariat vas esta.brished in vienna" the venue of the coiimissionsessions held in iulrope rdflht be cl:a:rged. from Geneva to Vienna.

36. concerning the question of trarisfer from rlew yorh to vienna of the
cor'rmission ? s secretariat, the rnternationar rrade ral..r Branch in the office ofT'egal Affairs r some representatives expressed the vi er.r that the General Assembfy
had alrea y decided the question by v-i rtue of its resolution 31/19\ of22 Decenber 1975 and. that the decision of the Asser&ly should not be reconsid-ered,by the sixth connittee " other representatives noteci horn'ever the co'mission's
concern that the question of transfer should not have a harnful effect on thequal"ity of its vork and were of the opinion that the question \,ras a proper one forconsid.eration by the Sixth Comndttee.

37 ' iiany representatives noted that the preparatory stud-ies ancl research carrieclout by the Cormissionrs secretariat irere higlllJ' inportant for the Conmissionrsvorh and that the corunissicn's success to d.ate *as to a considerable erten'attributable to the high quality of the preparatorf,r rrorli by its secretariat.
T'hese representatives consid.ered it essential that tbe Cormissionrs secretariat
]rave at its d'isposal acLequate research materials, facil-ities and d.o cunentat i on in
Vienna as of the tine of its transfer, aod that in particular a proper 1eg8l
referenee 1ibrary woulc, have to be estabLished. for the use of tbe couurissionrssecretariat. The view r,ras expressed that the tining of the trarsfer be
reconsid.ered. so that it vour-d tahe place vhen the needed 1egal reference libraty
and aclequate research facilities r,rere conpleted and availabie for use by the
fnternationaL Tracle lan Brsncb in Vienna,

38' t'he representative of Austria announced that hi6 Governinent woul-d contribute
i150,000 for the accluisition of books anci other naterials by the legal referencelibrary to be esta"blished in vienna for the rnternational- Trade r,ary Branch. Ee
al'so statecl that a united iiations expert r.rou1d supervise this acquisition and
ltouLd ensure that the facilities nouLd be available at the tirne of the transfer.His Governnent rrould ensure that r€search nateriar already existing in lustrianinstitutions rrouLd be nade avaiLable to the comrissionrs secretariat, The und.€r*
secret a.ry-cene ral for Administvation and lianagement outlined the steps that the
secretary-'GeneraL vas plarnine in ord-er ta facilitate the transfer, lle noted inparticular that the secretary-General intended to seek ttre concurrence of the
Advisory Cotr0ittee on Adninistrative and Budgetanr Ouestions in reallocating, fron
appropriatlons alreacly votecl, up to i;1qg,goo to suppLeaent the Austrien
Goverrraent ? s contribution ancl that the secretary=Genera]. rras also seeliing
authority for the establ-ishaent of a post of r"alr l-ibrarian, r''ith nec€ssary
cleri cal-secretari at support, to be in char€te of the estabLishment and assernbly of
the reference library and of its mans.ger'rent thereafter. several representatives
consented. favourably on the statements by the representative of Austria arld the
Und.er'Secretary-Genera] for tdninistration an,i l4ananenent .
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T11" DECIS]ONS

39, 1,.t its 62nd. ileeting, on l+ Decemberr tlle si;rth Cor'Iiittee adopted' by consensus

draft resolut Lan A/c.6/33/i.rf t"a Corr'2 (see,para' l+1 belov' draft resolution T)

;;- ;t;ft 
-;;;o:-lrti 

on A-/c.(133/L'r? and corr'r (see para' l+1 belor' drart

resoJ-u!Lon l-L,/ .

40. ilith reference to draft resolution A/C'()/I3/L"L! a'nd Corr'2' 3" ttfli:?::ltt
ofvoteafterthe.,o".o,u"-*u,a.bytherepresentativeoflsrael'Inconnexlon
rdtlr draft resolution A/c'6/33/L'12 and Corr'L' an explanation of vote before the

vote rlas nade by the representative of Chinao arrd expianations ol-Yott -after 
the

vote by the represenlatLves of Belgium, France' the Fed'eral Republic of Germary 
"

Israel, tbe uetherla.na= , 
' 
inu 

-ft"io"' of ioviet -Socialist 
Relublics'g the United'

i(ingclom of Great Sritaii and riorthern lrelsnd ard the Uniied States of lrrrerica'

1,/ . nEcoi nr'mlTDATroils 0F

\r, The Sixth Conmittee recomnend-s to the
follorvi.ng draft resolutions :

TI'IX srlitll col0{fTIEll

Ceneral Assembly the aC'option of the

DBTJ'T FTSOLUT]OII I

Beport of the United tlgtil!" -g!q'i!-gigq
on f nt e rnatiolp]-:rade--!3l

The Gene raf Assembly,

Reea].ling
established. the
the obiect anci
of l-2 Decenber
its resolution
not members of
the Com:nission
concernin€! tlle

3281

I{aving consid'ered the report of the United }:lations Cornriri s s ion on

lnternational Trad.e Lar'I ot' ltt" "or.tt 
of its el'eventh session" l+/

its resolution 2205 (ltrT) of 1? December 1966 ' by lthich i't
United l''lations cor,r:dssiln i"- itltt"ttional- Trade T'ar^r and defined'

terros of reference .f tn.'"CJr.i"sion " its resolution 3I0B (rCffIIt)

1973, by vhich it l,'""tu"tl-l-f't-t"olttt"ltip of the Corrmission ' and

3r/()9 ot 15 Decenber rSf6, lv vrhi eh Governrnents--€f l{enber states

the Connaission ,rer" "rrtiiitJ to attencl- as observers the sessions of

and. its licrkin51 Gloups, "s-io'ff 
as its previo"" t":"l*:?i:-

;;;i; of the-.Cornrnis"io" o" the .''tork of its annual sessrons '

Official Records of the -qel'eggl-4ElsUilc

IlecaJ.line also its resolutLons
lXXI-1r.f 1, D.cember 19Th and

ieaifir-ninl its -cor-Iviction that the lrogressive
of internatlonar rraqe -.J fi-reaucing or rer'oving
international- trad.e, especially those affecting the

3201 (S-vl) and 3202 (5-rII) of f llav 19?l+'

i:Cz is. vrr) of 16 sePte'rber r9?5 
'

harmonization and unification
J-e6aI obstactes to the fl-ow of
developing countries , rrould

\/
Ito. 17 (

fnirt.r--thild Session lenent
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siglnificantl;r contribute to,niversal econonic co-operation among all gtates on abasis of equal-ity ancl to the elirnination of c.iscrinination in interna.tionat trade
anal) thereby:, to the rrel-l being of all peoT)fes,

lSJffU-EEgIg for the need to take into account the d.ifferent socia]. andlegal- systerxs in harraoni zinf; the rules of international trade 1a_w,

- St.ressing the useful-ness ancl ir,iportance of ornanizins svmios.i a fi.rr pronoting
i:ettei tnEr,rrEEi;e and understanoing or i";.;;";;.;J;;;;;'1;."-;;il**ri""iur_Lv, ro,ti:e training of trrqun,,, lanllers frorl developing countries in this fieLd."

_ ''otinF with appreciatigg that the United ilations Conrnission on International
ll'ace LaIr has co pleted, or soon r,rill coniplete, r,orl. on ljost of the nriority i-"ers
included in its original prograrnrne of rrorlt ) and- has exanined, the proprao,me of itsfuture r^rorir ,

]. frahe s note r'rith appreciation of the report of the united llations
Llorun'sslon on rr:ternational Trad-e La."r on re lrorh of its eleventh sessio.r

2" T'aiies note of the successful concfusion of the United- I{ations Conference
on the ca.ri] aEJFcoods by Sea, held at Hanburg, upon the invitation of the
recleral lepublic of cermany, from 6 to l1 l.tarch 1pJ8, rhich has resulted in flre
aclopti on of-the United itations Convention on the Carria6e of cood.s by Sea, llfB
( iailDurg tiutes / j

3' Cornmends the United Ilations Contnission on International Trade Lar,r for
tne progre;;-;;A;-in its lrorri and for its efrorts to enhance the efficiencv of its
rvorliinl nethods:

_ l+' itrotes with satisfaction the approval by the lJhited lllatioDs Cornrnission on
'Lnternatfonal Trade Lar+ of the draft Convention on contracts for tbe fnternational
Sale of Goods 5/ and endorses the Cornmission's decision to integrate the draft
convention on the ro:rnation of contracts vith the draft convention on the
fnternational Sale of Coods into a single tent to be entitled "clraft Convention on
Contracts for the Tnternational- SaIe of Goodsrl:

5, Tal.es note of a.ll itens in the
ConririssionJ-

6, !g!r 4qs the United, iilations Cornrnission on International Trade Lau af itsearl-ier ca,lI, contained in paragraph 5 of ceneral -A-s s ernb I't resolur,ion 32 /r'l+5 ot
15 December 1977, to talie account of the rerevant provisions of the resolutions
adopted by the Assembly at its sirbh ajld seventh special sessions and notes, as a
response to such ca1l, the inclusi.on in the proposed r.rorh progra ne of the item
entitled "Lega1 inplications of the neor international econtmic orclerri and, the
decision of the Cornmissi.on to establish a r,rorl-,ing grou! on this natter;

List of subj ect -matters for the

2.,/ Ibig, ? chap, II " sect, B,
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7.
should:

(a) Continue its r'rorh on the topics incl-uded in its progrardme of rrorl'- i

(b ) Continue j-ts ..iorl: on training e'nci assistance in the fielcl' of
international trade ta\", taliing into a'ccou:rt the special interests of the

developing countrl-es ;

(c) ltaintain close col-]aboration ltith the United llations Conference on Trad'e

ancl- Developnent and continue to collaborate r'rith internatianal organizations

active in the field of international trade 1aw dnd strengthen its effolt-s at

co.ordinating the fforh oi u..,.itt orga:rizations in the interest of the Mification
ancl harl:onization of internationai tracl-e larl and' to this end take such steps as

i-rray be required-;

(d) Continue to naintain liaison 'vith the Con[iission on Tra'nsnational

Corporations lrith xegard to the consideration of 1egal problems that r'roulc' be

susceptible of action blr the United' Nations coll.ission on International Trade Lav;

(e) Continue to give special consideration to the interests of developing

countries and to bear in rnini the special problens of land-locked countries

(f) Keep its prograrnne of ltork and l'rorkin5 nethods under revier'r lrith the aiar

of further increasing the effectiveness of its rrorhi

necol:mends that the United Fations Corn-mission on fnternational Trade Larr

that the Uniteo irlations Col:mission on International
hold symposia on international txade la}t i8"

Trade Lav

9. @}g to all Governnrents and' to organizations " institutions a-nd

j.ndivicluals to consicler mahing financial al]d other contlibutions that vould- malie

possibl-e the holding "f 
;:;;";i;-ln international trade 1ar'r during 1980 ' as

envisaged blr tbe Unitec1 t'lations Corrunission on International Trad-e la"r' and

authori.zes the Se cretary-Generaf to apply tovards the cost of the United liiations

Conni.ssion on Internatior.af ftuAu La,t symposia, in rihole or in part ' as may be

necessa"y to flnance up to fifteen fellowships for pa'rticipants in the saicL

sy,irposia, voluntary "ontrilulions 
to the Uni'ied lrttio"" ?rigranme of Assistance in

the Teaching" Study, lissernination a:rd ilider Appreciation of fnternational Larn not

specifically earnarked blr the contributors to sone other activity Vithin the

Pro grar:,'ne ;

10, I}!re s-gs!-f!!- confid'ence that the Se cretary-Generaf in carryinf, aut the

trans fer of the rnternrai#ffdt 
'i,"" 

nr*"i, to vi"enna in accordance r"ritlr

Generaf Asserably ""uor,rilot 
:r /I9\ ot 22 Decenber 19?6' r'rilr ensure that

concl.itions a.nd facilities exist for the proler accomplistrment of its functions i

1], Ig!.ggE!E- tlle se cretary-Genera] to for\'rard to the United l:lations

Couaission on Interna.tional T1'ade Lal'r the "t"otOt 
of the discussion at the thirty-

third session of tle ceneral 'q'ssernfrfy on the Cofifiissiones report on the vori( of

its eleventh session. 
| ...
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DB.A-E? N]--SOtrUTIOII II
United lrlat ions Conference on Contracts

tor _thefnternat,ion Si o-C Coods

The General Assenbl

l?onol lin-::--::=::_u
established the
the object and_

its resolution 2205 (lrXI)
United. llations Cornmission

terns of xeference of the

of 17 fecember 1955 b]r which it
on lntemational lrade I,ar^r and definecl

Conmission,

of 16 Decernber 19?7 by r.ihi cb it deferred
.s to t..le Frlnr-nri ota t i rna e^r ^^-.'--.i - -L vrr v !Irrrt

internationa-1 sale of goods and the terms

Also reca^lling its resclution JZ /!)1Juntil its thidy-,third session a decision
a conference of plenipotenti aries on the
reference of such a conference"

Havin8 considerecl chapter II of the report of the tinited ];iations Cor.rnissionon Interna.tional Trad.e Larr on the r'rork of its eLeventh session, nirich conta-ins thetent of a draft convention on ccntracts for the rnternational sale of Goods,, 5/

. I!_!]lS. that the Cor,,mlssion considered and adopted tbe d.raft Convention 
"tahing note of observations ancl comuent s subnitteC. b]r Gcvernment s and blrinternationa"l organizations,

&Sl{il4$C_j!_l__Sg!"l"tjg1 that re progressive harnonization and unificationol rnternatronal trade lar'r, in reducing or re;.ovin- 1e65a1 obsracles to the f1or,r orinternational tracle, especially those aftecting the d.eveloping countries" -,nrould
signlficantly contribute to ,niversal" econoni.c co-operation anong aff states on abasis of equalitJ' and to the efimination of di scririrination in international trade
and, thereby, to ure r,rell-being of al]. peoples,

that the ad.option of a convention on contracts for theinternational sal-e of goods vhich vould talie into accor:nt the d.ifferent social^
economic and l-egal systeras of States alt d remove existing unce"tainties and
embiguities regarding the rights arrd obligations of buyers and sellers, woulc1contribute considerably to the harmonious d.evelopment of inte"national trade,

1" SxlIgeEgE- :pprgci ation to the United titations Cornmission onrnternational Tiade tari foi-fitvaluable vorli d.one in prei:arinn a d-raft convention
on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods:

2" legi{es that an internationar conference of plenipotenti aries shau be
convened in l9ffi-at the location of the rnternatlonal ?rade Lar.r Branch, or at any
other suitable pl-ace for which i.he Se cretary-Gene ra-} nail. receive an invitation, to
consider the draft convention on contracts for the rnternational sale of coods

!_/ Qff:ic:- a1 RecordsifJlte ceneral Assenbll., Ttrirty-third. Session, Supplement
iiro" 17 (A733Eil:---

Convinced.
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prepared blr the United lfa.tions Cornmission on International Iracle T,aII and to
erot oay tn.- results of its r'rori; in an international convention and such other
instnr.irents as it may deerr. appropriate l

3" AlEg--qC-S j39-e- that the United l{ations conference on contra"cts for the
Int. rn at i oi-a.f3ale of Goods shouaci consider the d'esirability of p"eparlnel a

protocol to the convention on the Lilitation Period in the International sale of
cioods, adoptec', at i'lelr Yorli in 19?)+' whlch rrould harrnoni ze the provisions of that
Convention ldth those of the Convention on Contrs'cts for the Internationaf Sale

of Goods as it may be adopted blr the Confexence i

)+^ Refers to the conference the craft convention on contxacts for the
Int e rn u.t ioi[Fa1e of Good-s approved by the United' ilations Cornission on

fnternational- Trade Lar.r, togettrer rrith clraft provisions concerning
inplementatton, reservationi ancl- other final clauses to be preFared by the
Secretary..General ;

5, nequests the Secretar;'- General:

(a) To circulate the clraft convention on Contracts for the International
Sale of Good.s, to€aether vith a colurentary and al-raft provisions concerning
iroplerjl€nt at i on , reservations and other finaL clauses to be prepared bl" the
Secretary-General ' to Governments and interested international organizations for
corfient s and prcposals I

(b) ?o convene the Conference for a perioc" of five r'reeks in f9BO' ldth the

possibility of extension for up to a furthea lleek if necessary' at €ny of the

-oJ'aces mentioned in paragraph 2 above;

{c) To arrange for the preparation of sunmary records of.the proceedinEs of
theplenalymeetrngsot.tl-reConferenceandofrreetingsofcotltnitteesofther,/ilo]-e
vhich the conference malr rrish to establish, a-nd for the publication of the

official records of the Conference i

(d) To invite al-1 States to participate in the Conference i

(.) To invite representatives of orqanizations that have received a

stanciinl invitation from bhe ceneral Assembly to participate in the sessions and

the ltor:1' of all international conferences co[vened l:nd]-er its auspices in the

calacrt]' or observers, Lo participate in the Conference in Lhat canacity in
accorclance rrith Assenb;-r:;;i;;t;;; :iif (xxrr) of 22 i'rovember 19?l+ and 31/152

of 20 Decer,iber 1976:,

(f) To invite representatives of the national liberation moven-ents

recognizeci in its reglon by the Organizaticn of Africalr Unity to participate in
the Conference in the ".o."ity of lbstrt'ers in accord'a-nce vitll Genexal Assembfy

resolution 32BO (XXIX) of 10 Decen:bet r97tr'

(g) To invite the United lrations Council for lla-nibi a to participate in the



A/ 33/3\9
!;nq_L:.sh
Pa.Ue 15

Conference in accordarce with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 32/9 .Eof 4 ilovenber llJf;
(h) To invite the specialized ageneies ! the Intema.tional Atorri. c lhergy.\gency as ve1l. as interested organ" oi the U;ited_ i,lations and interest€d-international organizations to be represented at the conference by observers i
(i) To dra'\r the attention of the states and other participants refe.rred toin subpara6Jraphs (o) to (h) above to the desirability of .ppoi.rii.rg arnong theirrepresentatives Dersons specially corapetent 1n the field to be considered.i

(J) To place before the Conference:

(i) /JI conments and proposals received-
international organizations ;

(ii) .4n ana11-tical cornpilation of such cor,ments anal. proposals Dre.Dared bythe Se cret ary*General ;

(iri) Draft provisions coneer'ing inplenentation, reservations, other final
clauses:

(iv) A-L1 relevant d.ocumentation arr], re corrirrendations relating to raethod.s ofLrorli and proceclure;

(k) To arrange for adequate staff and facilities for the conference;

(1) To ensure that the necessary arrangernents are r,Jade for the effectiveparticipation in the Conference of thl renreJentatives referxed- to in
subparagraphs (e) a.na (f) atove, inctud.ing the reo,uisite financial provisions fortheir travel ex_oenses ald per diem:

6" Decides that tbe languages of the Confe"ence shal_L be those used in theceneral Asser:bly and. its Illain Comdttees.

fron Governments and interested




