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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its Lth and 5th plenary mestings, on 22 September 1978, the General
Assembly decided to include in the agenda of its thirty-third session the item
entitled 'Renmort of the United Mations Commission on International Trade Law on
the work of its eleventh session” and to ellocate it to the Sixth Committee.

2. The Sixth Commitiee considered this item at its Lth to 13th meetings, from
26 September to 6 October 1978, at its 22nd and 23rd meetings, on 17 and

18 October 1978, and at its 6lst and 62nd meetings, on 1 and I December 1978.

3. At the hth meeting, on 26 September, Mr. . K. Date-Bah (Ghana), Chairmen
of tho United Nations Cormission on International Trade Law at its eleventh
session, introduced the Cormission’s report on the work of that session. 1/ The
Sixth Committee also had before it a report of the Secretary-General on the
financing of symvosia on international trade lsw (4/33/177) and notes by the
Secretary-General concerning the United Wations Conference on the Carriage of
Goods by Sea, held at Usmburg from & to 31 March 1578 (a/r.6/33/1L.2) and the
comments on the Commission's revort by the Trade and Development Board of the
United Mations Conference on Trade and Develorment (#/0.6/33/L.3}.

h, During the dehate in the Sixth Committee on agende item 115, two further
documents were placed before the Committee: a letter from the Permanent
Representative of Austria concerning the venue of the United ¥ations Conference
on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (A/C.6/33/4) and a note by the
United Nations Secretariat on the guestion of transfer to Vienna of the
secretariat of the United Wations Commission on International Trade Law
(A/C.E/33/CRP.1).

5. At the 62nd meeting, on 4 December 1978, the Rapperteur of the Sixth Committee
raised the question whether the Committee wished to include in its report to the
General Assembly on this item 2 summary of the main trends that emerged during the
debate on the Commission's report. After referring to (General fssembly resolution
2202 (ZXIT) of 8 Decembver 1967 concerning publications and documentation of the
United Mations, the Rapporteur informed the Committee of the finencial implicetions
of the gquesticn., At the same meeting, the Sixth Committee decided that, in view
of the nature of the subject-matter, the report on agenda item 115 should inelude

a sumery of the main trends of opinion that were expressed during the debate.

1/ Cfficial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Sessicn,
Supplement No. 17 (A/33/17). The presentation of the report was pursuant to a
decision by the Sixth Committee at its 1096th meeting, on 13 December 1968 (see
Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, Annexes, agenda
item 68, document A/T408, para. 3).
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IT. PROPOSALS
é. At the 6lst meeting of the Committee, on 1 December, two draft resclutions

(4/C.6/33/L.11 and Corr.2 and A/C.6/33/L.12 and Corr.l were introduced by the
representative of Turkey on behalf of the respective sponsoring delegations.

“he sponscrs of draft resclution A/C.6/33/1.11 and Corr.2 were: Argentina,
Austria, Banglsdesh, Brazil, Bulperia, Canada, Colombia, Conpo, Czechoslaovakia,
Egypt. Finlend, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Hungary. Iran, Italv, Ivory
Coast, Jemaica, Kenya, Moroeco, Wigeria. Panama, Philippines, Poland, Romania,,
Singapore. Somalie, Spain, Sweden., Toro. Tunisia. Turkey and Yugoslavia, later
Jjoined by Chile, France, Greece, Guyana, Mongclia , Rwanda, Zaire and Zambia {for
the text of the draft vesclution, see mara. hl belcor, draft resclution T). Tae
sponsors of draft resolution A/C.6/33/L.12 and Corr.l were: Argentina, Austria,
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Canada, Colombia, Congo, Czechoslovakia, Neypt, Finland,
German Demoecratic Republic, Ghana, Hunegary. india, Indonesia., Iran, Italy, Ivory
Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Malaysia, Morccco, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panama,
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Singapore, Semalia, Spain, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey
and Yugeslavia, later joined by Chile, Greece, Guyana, Mongolia, Rwanda, Uruguay,
Zeire and Zambia (for the text of the draft resolution, sece para. Ll belov, dralt
resolution II).

T. For its consideration of draft resclution 4/C.6/33/1.12, the Committee had
before it a statement (A/C.6/33/1.13), submitted by the Secretary-General in
accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, on
the administrative and financial implications of the draft resolution.

ITI. DEBATE

8. The main trends of opinion expressed in the Sixth Committee on the revort of
the United FWations Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its
eleventh session 2/ are summarized in sections A to G below. Sections A and B
deal with general observations on the role and functions of the Commission and on
its working methods, while the remaining sections are devoted to the Committes's
deliberations on the specific topics considered by the Commission at its eleventh
session, as follows: iInternational sale of goods (sect. C): internationsl
payments (sect. D); programme of work of the Commission (sect., E):; training and
assistan§e in the field of international trade law (sect. F); and other business
(sect. ).

A, General observations

Q. Representatives stressed the importsnce of the Commission®s work. The view
was generally shared that the work of the Commission which was directed to the
unification, harmonization and progressive develomment of the law relating to

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third Session, Supplement
Ho. 17 (A/33/17}.
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international trade helped to remove obstacles to the growth of such trade on
cauitahle terms and encouraged the develooment of trade policies that took into
account the interests of all States. The lepel rules prepared by the Commission
were nccentable to States with different economic, social and legal systems and

at different stages of economic develomment. It was also noted that facilitation
of international trade relations served to promote friendly relatlons among States,

thus §

fostering international understanding and co-operation,

1. Revresentatives expressed their satisfaction with the progress made thus far
by the Commissgsion, its workine grouns and the Commigsion's secretariat in carrying
out the Commission's work nmrogramme, as shown by the number of highly significant
leral texts which the Commission had completed since its establishment. The
ara®t Convention on Contracts for the Tnternational Sale of Goods which the
Commission had placed before the Ceneral Assembly at its current session 3/ was

5 further important example of the progress achieved by the Commission.

1, Tt was noted with satisfaetion that, based on preparatory work by the
fOommission, the United Nations Conmvention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea had
heen adopted at Femburg on 31 March 1978, The hope was expressed that the new
Convention would find wide aceceptance within a short period of time. Some
representatives stated that their Govermments were now studying the provisions

of the Convention with a view to ratification or accession.

12 Mary representatives urged the Commission to place particular emphasis in
1ts work on the special needs of developing countries ard on the 1mplementat10n
f the goals of the new international econcmic order as outlined in the resolutions
of the CGeneral Assembly on that subject. These regresentatives expressed their
fuli suvport of the Commission's decision to include in its new programme of
worls the item entitled "Lepsl implications of the nev international economie
order . One representative expressed some reservations regarding this
decisicn

%, Workinz methods of the United Hations
Commigsion on International Trade Law

13. Zevresentatives expressad continued aporoval of the working methods employed
by the Commission and its working groups. Tt was noted that to a substantial
extent the mrogress achieved by the Commission was sttributable to the efficiency
of such working methods. The importance of preparaiory gstudies and resesrch by
the secretarist of the Commission was slso noted.

1h. There was general agreement that the Commissien had & mandate to co--ordinate
the work of orsanizations engaged in the unification of one or more areas of
irternational trade law, and that the mandate extended to organizaticns both

within and outside the United Vations system. Revresentatives stressed the need for
the Cormission to strengthen its efforts, mainly through its secretariat, aimed

3/ Tbid,, chap. II, sect. B.
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at co-ordinating the work of other orsanizations, in order to avoid costly
duplication of work and for the sake of inereased efficiency.

£. Inmternational sale of goods

15. Noting the central position cecupied by the law of sale in international
trade law, representatives were unanimous in cormending the Commission for the
successful completion of its work on a draft Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods. There was general agreement that the draft
Convention constituted an excellent basis for the adoption of a convention on the
subject.

1f. Representatives agreed with the recommendation of the Cormission that the
General Assembly should convene, as early as practicable, a conference of
prlenivotentiaries to conclude, on the basis of the draft Convention approved

by the Commission, a Convention on Uontracts for the Internaticnal Sale of Coods.
Representatives were also agreed that the conference should be authorized to
consider the desirability of preparing a protocol to the 1974 Convention on the
Limitation Pericd in the Internsticnal Sale of Gocds, which would harwonize its
provisions with those in the Convention on Contraets for the International Sale
of Goods as it may be adopted hy the conference.

17. Representatives were unanimous in their support for the Commission's decision
to integrate the draft Convention on the Tnternational Sale of Goods adopted

at the Commission’s tenth session and the articles on the formation of contracts
adopted at the Commission's eleventh session, in a single integrated text,

namely, the draft Convention on Contracis for the Internastional Sale of Goods.

18. Many representatives supported the Commission's recommendation that the
conference considering the draft Convention on Contracts for the Internstional
Sale of Geods should be convened for a pericd of five weeks, with the possibility
of extending the conference for a further week if necessary. The view was also
expressed that the conference should be convened for a definite period of four

or five weeks, without provision for a possible extension, and that the
conference should complete its work at one session. Tt was suggested that the
conference skould be held in 1980, FRerrcsentatives observed that all Jocumentation
for the conference should be sent to Govermments and interested international
organirzations for comments well in advance of the date t0 be set for the
caonference. The representative of Austria stated that his Gevernment would
welcome it if the conference were held in Vienna in view of the faet that the
transfer of the International Trade lLaw Branch to Vienna should be completed by
that time (see A/C.6/33/L).

19. Most representatives spoke in favour of the Commission's decision to request
the Seecretary-Gereral to prepare draft provisions concerning implementation,
reservations and other final clauses for the draft Convention on Contracts for
the Internationel Sale of Goods. The view, however, was also expressed that

such provisions should be drafted by the States psrticirnating in the conference
and not by the Secretary-General,

foe
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?0. Most representatives who spoke on the point supported the Commission's
decision that the final elauses prepared hy the Secretary-General for the draft
Corvention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods should allow
Contrzcting States to ratify or acceds to part T of the draft Convention (dealing
with the svhere of application and general provisicns), together with either

part IT {dealing with rules as to the formation of contracts) or part III
(containing the rules governing the obligations of buyers and sellers), if they
were not ready to accept both part IT and vart IIT of the draft Convention.
Hovever, the viewv was also expressed that permitting ratificaticn of parts of the
draft Convention 4id not serve the interest of harmonizing the law governing
international sales and would create uncertainty. It was stated that the final
clauses should include a provision to the effect that, where both varties to the
contract had their places of business in States that were parties to regional
conventions that dealt with the matters covered in the draft Convention, the
provisions of such regicnal conventions could be applied to that contract.

21l. All the representatives found the text of the draft Convention on Contracts
for the International Sale of Goods generally acceptable. A number of
representatives made preliminary observations regarding the provisions of the
draft Convention, while other representatives reserved the substantive comments
of thelr Governments until the diplomatic conference.

2?2, Representatives noted favourably that the draft Convention avoided the use

of legal concepts known only In certain legal systems and, in that respect, was
therefore acceptable to all legal systems. It was also noted that the text of the
draft Convention was adapted to the current practical requirements of international
trade, that it reduced the number of cases that had to be settled by the national
law of cne of the parties, and represented an equitable balance between the
interests of sellers and buyers. However, the view was also expressed that the
draft Convention should take greater account of the particular interests of
developing countries.

23. A number of representatives stated that the text of the draft Convention
contained on some points ambiguous and unclear provisions which should be
medified at the diplomatic conference. Thus, regarding the scope of the draft
Convention, both the view that it might be too restrictive and the view that it
might be tco broad, were expressed. OQuestions were also raised concerning the
inclusion in article 6 of the concept of "good faith":; a number of representatives
stated that the concept was unclear and that an internationally acceptable
definition of the term was lacking. Several representatives suggested that the
principle of "fair dealing” be incorvorated in article 6.

24, Concern was also expressed with respect to the recogniticn in article § of
existing trade usages as this introduced an element of uncertainty into
contractual relations and was unduly favourable to the industrialized countries
which had developed these usages and were more familiar with them. Representatives
also noted their reservations with regard to the compromise embodied in

article 12, parsgraph 1, which provided that the contract quantity and price

could be "fixed implicitly"; they stated that price was one of the most important
aspects of a contract end that, at the least, the cases where price could be

set "implicitly’ should be restricted and clarified.

o
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T, Intermational payments

25. Many renresentatives noted the continuing progress of the work hy the
Commission’s Working Group on International Tegotiable Instruments in its
preparation of a draft Convention on Internstional Bills of Fxchange and
Interrational Promissory Notes, The hope was expressed that the YVorking CGroup
would complete its work on the draft in +he nesr future.

26. Several revresentatives stated their support for the Commission's decision
that the uniferm provisions governing internstional bills of exchange and
international promissory notes should be set forth in the form of a convention
rather than in the form of a uniform law.

E. Programme of work of the Commission

27. Most representatives commented favourably on the new programme of work ef the
Commissicn, and many of them noted with particular satisfaction the inclusicn
therein of the item "Leaal implications of the new international economic order.
Thege revresentatives noted that the implementation of the new international
economic order was of great importance to the developing countries, that work on
its legal aspects had to be undertaken expeditiously, and that the Commissaion
was the best eguipped body to do this work. Several representatives noted that
the Asisn=-African legal Consultative Committee had sugpested that this item be
included in the work programme of the Commission. Fowever, the view was also
expressed that the Commissicn was a technical body dealing with legal issues
only and that questions connected with the new internstional economic order were
5till highly political, controversial and in the process of evolution.

28. Several representatives expressed support for the decision of the Commissicn
to establish a Working Group which would consider, based on preliminary studies
by the Secretariat, pcssible issues connected with the new international economie
order that the Commission mipht take unp. Some representatives, however, expressed
the view that it had been premature to establish a Working Group, in light of the
Comnission's practice of referring subiects to working groups only after
preparatory studies by the Secretariat and a Commission decision that the subject
was suitable and the Preparatory work was sufficiently advanced. One
representative stated that, since a decision had already been taken, his
Government would reserve further comment on the creation of this Working Group
until the issuance of the preliminary studies bty the Becretariat.

29. The view was expressed that the Cormission’s success in meeting the
objectives of its first work programme was, to a large extent, due to the fact
that the work was directed to specific, concrete toples and that the Commission
was concerned golely with the legal sspects of these topies. It was stated
further that the Commission should continue to function as = strictly legal body
fecusing on specific, techniecal gubjects which can be comnleted within a
reasonable period of time.

3C. During the debate in the Sixth Committee & number of subjects were sugpested

/..
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by one or more representatives for possible inclusion in the new vorl programme of
the Commission. The suggested tonies included: leral rules for the protection of
developing countries in the context of the operations of transnational
corporations; elimination of discrimination in trade relations: questions of
international public trade lavw: preparation of a code of international trade law:
transfer of technology and a general svstem of preferences for developing
countries. Suggestions were also made reparding the priority to be given to the
subjects included in the Commission®s new work programme; several representatives
stated that priority should be given to work related to the nev internationsl
economic order. The view was expressed that international payments and
arbitration were suitable high priority topics. There was also support for giving
priority to the work on international trade contracts.

F. Training and assistance in the field of internaticnal trade lay

31. Representatives stressed the importance which their respective States
attached to the training and assistance activities of the Commission and noted the
necessity that technical expertise in international trade law should become
availsble world-wide. DRepresentatives were agreed that symposia on international
trade law organized by the Commission were very useful in siving specialized
training to jurists, particularly from developing countries, and should therefore
be continued. It was regretted that the second symposium, vhich the Commission
intended to hold in connexion with its tenth session, had to be cancelled due to
insufficiency of the voluntary contributions received from Covernments to defray
its costs,

32. Many representatives expressed support for the funding of symposia organized
by the Commission from the regular budset of the United INations to the extent that
voluntary contributions did not prove to be adequate to ensure attendance by the
requisite minimum of participants so as to make the symposia worthwhile. The
representatives of the Federal Republic of Cermany and Sweden stated that their
respective Governments would make voluntary contributions to meet the expenses of
future symposia. The representative of the Federal Republic of Cermany indicated
that the contribution of his Government would be conditional upon the making of
contributions by Governments of cother industrialized States.

33. The view was also expressed that UNCITRAL symposis on international trade law
should be financed exclusively from voluntary contributions. It was further
suggested that voluntary cortributions to the United Netions Programme of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Vider Appreciation of
Internatiocnal Lav could be used for this purpose,

34, A nurber of representatives noted with appreciation the offers by Belgium and
Poland of fellowships in international trade lawv for academic and practical
studies in their respective countries. It was stated that other countries should
consider offering similar fellowships for young jurists from developing countries.

fooe
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G. Other business

37. FRepresentatives were agreed that the venue of the Commissionis sessions
should continue to be rotated ennually between llew York: and Geneva. Once the
Commission’s secretariat was established in Vienna, the venue of the Commission
sessions held in Turope mirht be changed from Geneva to Vienns.

36. Coneerning the question of transfer from llew York to Vienna of the
Conmission’s secretariat, the International Trade Law Branch in the Office of
Legal Affairs, some representatives expressed the view that the General Assembly
had already decided the question by virtue of its resolution 31/19L of

22 December 1976 and that the decision of the Assenbly should not be reconsidered
by the Sixth Committee. Other representatives noted however the Commission’s
concern that the question of transfer should not have a harmful effect on the
quality of its work and were of the opinion that the question was a proper one for
consideration by the Sixth Committee. :

3T. liany representatives noted that the preparatory studies and research carried
out by the Cormission’s secretariat were highly important for the Commission‘s
work and that the Commission’s success to date was to a considerable extent
attributeble to the high guality of the Dreparatory work by its seeretariat.
These representatives considered it essential that the Cormission’s secretariat
have at its disposal adequate research materials, facilities and documentation in
Vienna as of the time of its transfer, and that in particular a proper legal
reference library would have to be established for the use of the Commission's
secretariat. The view was expressed that the timing of the transfer be
reconsidered so that it would take place when the needed legal reference library
anc adequate research facilities were completed and available for use by the
International Trade Law Branch in Vienna.

38. The representative of Austria announced that his Government would contribute
$150,000 for the acquisition of books and other materials by the legal reference
library to be established in Vienna for the International Trade Lay Branch. He
also stated that a United Hations expert would supervise this acquisition and
vould ensure that the facilities would be available at the time of the transfer.
His Government would ensure that research material ajready existing in Austrien
institutions would be made available to the Cormission’s secretariat. The Under-
Secretary-Ceneral for Administration and lianagement outlined the steps that the
Secretary-Ceneral was planning in order to facilitate the transfer. He noted in
perticular that the Secretary--General intended to seek the concurrence of the
Advisory Cormittee on Administrative ang Budgetary Ouestions in realloeating, from
appropriations already voted, up to $100,000 to supplement the Austrian
Government’s contribution and that the Secretary-General was also seeking
authority for the establishment of a post of law librarian, with necessary
clerical-secretarial support, to be in charge of the establishment and assembly of
the reference library and of its management thereafter. Several representatives
commented favourably on the statements by the representative of Austria and the
Under -Secretary-General for Administration and Hanagement .

fevs
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IV. DECISIONS

20. At its 62nd meeting, on L December, the Sixth Committee adopted by consensus
draft resolution A/C.6/33/L.11 and Corr.2 (see para. U1 below, draft resolution I)
and draft resolution A/C.6/33/L.12 ané Corr.l (see para. 41 below, draft
resolution II).

L0. With reference to draft resolution A/C.6/33/L.11 and Corr.2, an explanation
of vote after the vote was made by the representative of Israel. In connexion
wvith draft resolution A/C.6/33/L.12 and Corr.l, an explanation of vote before the
vote was made by the representative of China, and explanations of vote after the
vote Ly the representatives of Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Israel, the iletherlands, the Union of Saviet Socialist Republics, the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Forthern Ireland and the United States of tmerica.

V. RECOIMENDATIONS OF THE SIXTH COMMITTER

41, The Sixth Committee recormmends to the Ceneral Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

DRAFT RESOLUTION I

Report of the United Hations Commission on International Trade Law

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United ¥Wations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its eleventh session, 4/

Recalling its resolution 2205 (¥x1) of 17 December 1966, by which it
estaplished the United Wations Conmission on International Trade Law and defined
the object and terms of reference cf the Commission, its resolution 3108 (XXVIII)
of 12 December 1973, by which it increased the merbership of the Cormission, and
its resolution 31/99 of 15 December 1976, by which Governments of HMerber Btates
not members of the Commission were entitled to attend as observers the sessions of
the Commission and its Working Groups, as well as its previous resolutions
conceyning the reports of the Commission on the work of its annual sessions,

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (8-VI) and 3202 (8-VI) of 1 Iay 197k,
3281 1¥XT%) of 12 December 1974 and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975,

Qggffirming its conviction that the progressive harmonization anad unification
of international trade law, in reducing or removing legal obstacles to the flow of
inteyrnationsl trade, especially those affecting the developing countries, would

&j Official Records of the General Assenbly, Thirty-third cession, Supplement
Wo. 17 (&/33/17).
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significantly contribute to universal economic co-operation amons all States on a
basis of equality and tc the elimination of diserimination in international trade
and, thereby, to the well being of all peoples,

Having regard for the need to take into account the different sccial and
legal systems in harmonizing the rules of international trade law,

Stressing the usefulness and importance of organizing symposia for promoting
better knowledge and understanding of international trade law and, especially., for
the training of young lawyers from developing countries in this field,

Uoting with appreciation that the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law has completed, or soon will complete, work on most of the priority items
included in its original programme of work, and has examined the programme of its
future work,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Hations
Commissicn on International Trade Law on the work of its eleventh sesaion;:

2. Takes note of the successful ccnclusion of the United Fations Conference
on the Carriage of Cocds by Sea, held at Hamburg, upon the invitation of the
Federal Republic of Germany, from & to 31 March 1978, which has resulted in the
adoption of the United Iations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea, 1978
(Hamburg Tules);

3. Commends the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law for
the progress made in its work and for its efforts to enhance the efficiency of its
working methods

L, lotes with satisfaction the approval by the United Nations Commission on
Internaticnal Trade Law of the draft Convention on Contracts for the International
Sale of CGoods E/ and endorses the Commission’s decision to integrate the draft
Convention on the Formation of Contracts with the draft Convention on the
International Sale of Coods into a single text to be entitled “draft Convention on
Contracts for the International Sale of Goods";

5. Takes note of all items in the list of subject-matters for the
Commission;
6. Reminds the United Fations Commission on International Trade Law of its

earlier call, contained in paragrath & of Ceneral Assembly resclution 32/145 of
16 December 1977, to take account of the relevant provisions of the resolutions
adopted by the Assembly at its sixth and seventh special sessions and notes, as a
response to such call, the inclusicn in the proposed work programme of the item
entitled “Legal implications of the new international econcmic order’ and the
decision of the Commission to establish a working group on this matter;

5/ Ibid., chap. II, sect, B,
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7. Recommends that the United Fations Commission on International Trade lLaw
should:

(a) Continue its work on the topics included in its programme of work:

(b) Continue its worl on training end assistance in the field of
international trade law, taking into account the special interests of the
developing countries;

(¢) 1aintain close collaboration with the United Wations Conference on Trade
and Development and continue to collaborate with international organizations
active in the field of international trade law and strengthen its efforts at
co-ordinating the work of such organizations in the interest of the unification
and harmonization of international trade lav and to this end take such steps as
may be required;

(3a) Continue to maintain liaiscn with the Commission oz Transnational
Corporations with regard to the consideration of legal problems that would be
susceptible of action by the United Naticns Cormmission on Tnternational Trade Law:

(e) Continue to give special consideration to the interests of developing
countries and to bear in mind the special problens of land-locked countries:

(f) KXeep its programme of work and working methods under review with the aim
of further increasing the effectiveness of its worlks;

8. Expresses the view that the United Mations Commission on International
Trade Law should continue to hold symposia on international trade law;

9. Appeals to all Goveraments and to organizations, institutions and
individuals to consider making financial and other contributions that would make
possible the holding of a symposium on international trade law during 1980, as
envisaged by the United Hations Commission on International Trade Law, and
authorizes the Secretary-General to apply towards the cost of the United Hations
Commission on Internstional Trade Lawv sympesia, in whole or in part, as may be
necessary tc finance up to fifteen fellowships for participants in the said
sympesia, veluntary contributions to the United Mations Programme of Assistence in
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Vider Appreciation of International Law not
speecifically earmarked by the contyibutors to some other activity within the
Programme ;

10. TExpresses its confidence that the decretary-General, in carrying out the
transfer of the International Trade Lew Branch to Vienna in accordance with
General hssembly resolution 31/194 of 22 December 1676, will ensure that
conditions and facilities exist for the proper sccomplishment of its functions:

11. Reguests the Secretary-General to forward to the United Fations
Commission on International Trade Law the records cof the discussion at the thirty-
third session of the General Assembly on the Commission’s report on the work of
its eleventh session.

oo
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DEAFT RIOSOLUTION IT

United FNaticons Conference on Contracts
for the International Sale of Coods

The General Assembly,

Hecalling its resclution 2205 (XXI) of 1T December 1966 by which it
established the United Nations Commission on Internstional Trade Law and definea
Tthe object and terms of reference of the Commission,

Also recalling its resolution 32/145 of 16 December 1977 by which it deferred
until its thirty-third session a decision as to the appropriate time for converning
& conference of plenipotentiaries on the international sale of goods and the terms
reference of such a conference,

Having considered chapter IT of the report of the United Mations Commission
on International Trade Lav on the work of its eleventh session, vhich contains the
text of a draft Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Coods, G/

Noting that the Cormission considered and adopted the draft Convention,
taking note of observations and comments submitted by Governments and by
international organizations,

Reaffirming its convietion that the progressive harmonization and unification
of international trade law, in reducing or removing legal obstacles teo the flow of
international trade, especially those affecting the developing countries, would
significantly contribute to universal economic co-operation among all States on a
basis of equality and to the elimination of discrimination in international trade
and, thereby, to the well-being of all pecples,

Convineed that the adoption of a convention on contracts for the
international sale of goods which would tzke into account the different social,
econcmic and legal systems of States and remove existing uncertainties and
ambiguities regarding the rights and obligations of buyers and sellers, would
contribute considerably to the harmonious developrent of international trade,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United Hations Commission on )
International Trade Law for the valuable work done in preparing a draft Convention
on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods g

2. Decides that an international conference of plenipotentiaries shall be
convened in 1980 at the location of the Internaticnal Trade Law Branch, or at any
other suitable place for which the Secretary-Genersl may receive an invitation, to
consider the draft Convention on Contracts for the Internaticnal Sale of Coods

6/ Official Records ol the General Assembly. Thirty-third Session, Supplement

Ho. 17 (A/33717).
/eas
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prepared by the United lfations Cormission on International Trade Law and tc
ermbody the results of its work in an international convention and such other
ingtruments as it may deem appropriate:

3. Also decides that the United NWatioms Conference cn Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods should consider the desirability of preparing a
Protocol to the Convention on the Limitation Period in the International Sale of
Goods , adopted at Wew York in 1974, which would harmonize the provisions of that
Convention with those of the Convention on Contracts for the Tnternational Sale
of Coods as it may be adopted by the Conference;

L, Refers to the Conference the draft Convention on {ontracts for the
International Sale of Goods approved by the United Mations Commission on
International Trade Law, together with draft provisions concerning
implementation, reservations and other final clauses to be prepared by the
Secretary--General ;

5. DNequests the Secretary-General:

(s) To circulate the draft Conventicn on Contracts for the International
Sale of Coods, together with a commentary and draft provisions concerning
implementation, reservaticns and other final clauses to be prepared by the
Secretary-General, to Governments and interested international organizations for
comments and proposals;

(k) To convene the Conference for a period of five weeks in 1980, with the
possibility of extension for up to a further week if necessary, at any of the
piaces mentioned in paragraph 2 above:

{¢c) To arrange for the preparstion of summery records of the proceedings of
the plenary meetings of the Conference and of meetings of committees of the vhole
which the Conference may wish tc establish, and for the publication of the
official records of the Conference;

(@) To invite all States to participate in the Conference;

(¢) To invite representatives of organizations that have received a
standing invitation from the CGeneral Assembly to participate in the sessions and
the vork of all international conferences convened under its suspices in the
capacity of observers, to participate in the Conference in that capacity in
accordence with Assembly resclutions 3237 (X¥IX) of 22 FNevember 1074 and 31/152
of 20 Decenber 1976:

(f) To invite representatives of the national liberation movements )
recognized in its region by the Organization of African Unity to participate 1n
the Conference in the ceapacity of observers in accordance with CGeneral Assembly

resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 December 1974

(z) To invite the United llations Council for Namitiz to participate in the

[ooe
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Conference in accordance with paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 32/9 E
of 4 Hovember 1977;

(k) To invite the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Inergy
Agency as well as interested crgans of the United Wations and interested
international organizations to be represented at the Conference by observers;

(i) To draw the attention of the States and other participants referred to
in subparagraphs (d) to (h) above to the desirability of appointing among their
representatives persons specially competent in the field to be considered:

(J) To place before the Conference:

(i) M1 comments and proposals received from Covernments and interested
international organizations;,

(ii) An enalytical compilation of such comments and proposals prepared by
the Becretary-General:

(iii) Draft provisions concerning implementation, reservations, other final
clauses;

(iv) 411 relevant documentation and recommendations relating to methods of
work and procedure;

(k} To arrange for adequate staff and facilities for the Conference;

(1) To ensure that the necegsary arrangements are made for the effective
partieipation in the Conference of the representatives referred to in
subparagraphs (e) and (f) above, including the recuisite fineneial provisions for
their travel expenses and per diem;

6. Decides that the languages of the Conference shall be those used in the
General Assewbly and its Main Committees.






