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REPORT OF THE ECONCIITC A]VD SOCIAL COL]].ICIL

Assistance to Zarlbia

Repolrt of thc Secretary -General

1. ?he nconornic and Social Council, on 2 August lpJB, adopted
resol.ution E/I97il /),15 on assistance t,o Zambia. ?he Council took note of the urgent
econoraj.c needs of Zambia, as irleutifiecl in ihe report of a re\riew nission
(,8/ ISTB/l].\, annex), and endorsed the assessmem and reconmendations contaaned rn
the {'eport of the Secrctary-Geleral (a/I9TB/rl+).

?. rl,e .corcnic ana 3oc::rI Counci_ er.Corc-d r,nc acpeals of the SecuriL/ Counei-L
to the international corununity to provide financial, tecl.nicat and rnaterial
assistance to Zanbia" Furihernore, it called upon al] States and afl regional and
int ergovernmental organizations to provide Zambia with anple &r,c1 appropriate
iissistance, '*'herever possible in the fcrn of grarrts, snd requested the United
Nations ar.rd its organizations and specialized agencies to make every clfort to
assrsi Za,nbia.

-1. lhe resoiution requested Lire Sccretary-cenerai to mobilize financial ,
technacai anci cco::.rornic assistance I'ron l;he international cornnunitv to neet the
shorl,*t,erm a.r:d long-tern ueeCs of iianbia antil tb-- situation in z.elation to the
illcgal r5ginre in Sout lern Rtroriesiil f.ia s resolved artd to ensure .bhat adeouate
ilnancaa.L and budgetary .lrrangt:nent s were nade 1-,c .:ontinue the I)rograr:ne cf
a13.::'-:lc. L(. /r:nia. '- t.- di,..t.'. fur-,r-er reqreJled the SecreLarJ,-Cerorai Lo _LeI
Lbe situaticrr under corstant revierv and to relort ta thc Ccneral Assrmbly at its
t hirl;.-.1f1i;44 s€ssion" The prcsent reporl- .is sutrnitted in accordance r.,'i-u ii Lhal-
reque st .

4" The inlornatiotj ft:of ided in the revised version of the Secretary-General r s
repcrt ill'l 978,/1.11+/ttev.1. shor.rsr t,h.;t Zrimbia is facing a grave econonic and financiaf
crisis" !,ir{ir" are a number ol najor problens conl1-undlng the heavy burCen of
alplying s:,,lchicrns, nov estinar,ed t,o have cost Zanbia over $800 nillion, Tlie lov
ilrice cf copf)cr end tite cr:ntinuirrg worseriing of Zambia's irerns ol' tra.Le ha-,.e
creaLed i:" scricug bal a c e-.oi--lalalenL s clcficit. F Lrther, ihe counLry has continueri
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ro oe Lne victin of armed aLLac'(s by Lne il-L.gal r6gimc in SouLnern RhoLlesia, Ihlch
Iras caused heavy 1osses and danage and necessitated rnajor expenditures on defence'
In add.ition.. Zambia has continued tc receive an increasing number of refugees'
'-., i - ^...a}"ne he\ra \FF"r rFpnc.^r.t ..-a^ir-r end costs for imoorrs and exports.
Zunbia has been urlable to use traoirional transpoTtr rouLes and sources ot suoply
and has continued to experience sericus difficulties in the transpolt sector"

, . AL 1-*asf, ;.820 rn-|lI-ior, in quick-cti spcrsing assista.nce is reoL.ired in thc neriod
en<ling in December 1979 in order to finance necessary imports, to reduce
subs.tfntislly out standi.ng arrears, to build up foreign exchange leserves io a

r,,,orkable levef and to begin the long-tern restructuring of the economy.

6, A Consuftative Group for Zambia ',rr s formed undex the auspices of the World
Bank and rneb in paris from 27 to 29 June 1978. twenty-four l,llenber Statcs and
international and interreglonal organizations, including the United ltlations
Development Progranme (Utillp ) ana the Office of the Assistant Secr etary-General fo1'

Spec^aJ Pol itjcal :"uestions, senL rerresenta-ives or observcr!.

7, The Zanbian delegation explained the means and instruments it intended to
cm11o7 Lo carry oLt a sLabi-Liza:ion prDqrarne and Lo begin t\e long-terr
restructuring of the Zambian economy. The Llovernnent of Zanbia also clarified a

nu0ber of issues reLating to its approach io the Third i{ational DeveloDmelrt Plan"
It vas gene-rally agreed tnaL quick-disoersing and cornnod i ty- Ly -oe assi sLance vould
^T-r.i r.. rhF *F^-c-pr./ c,ohiri-i.d ar-a-1- ir ,.- short run, and r-har urgentPrvv LuL L,,! "vvLrrurJ
Dccicl'n^a ,.-. r-^rriva.l l'^r l- ha trqn:n^71 cc.t-r

B. Zambia's serious transport problem, descrlbed in detail- in the Secretary-
cenera]'s report (E/f918/1,\/Rev.1), has deteriorat€d further since that reFort
,,rp c ua^Ardl "n^ qirno -Lp r.nn- r'l rp'irrp :r.'r- for Zambil held irs meet ings in
parii" -On 

5 October 1978, the Secretary-General received a coinrnunicati on 3/1288\
from His Exceflency the President of the ltepublic of Zarcbia " !I' K' D' Kaunda,
sl.at,ing t.af. becarlse of ,!'a -ini+-r 

^en,^iiv nf rail ano roarl routes, Lhe

imperative necd to import fertilizer before the planting season and the
accumulation of a large connage of conper at Lhe minetr" the Covernnenl sf Trmbia

had decided, r.'ith innediate effect, to use the southern route ror the
tTansportation of its €loods.

at this tirne. The crucial ouestion oi transporting imports an(l exlrorts has becn
emphasizeC in past reports. Transportation difficulties ha1'e nov culminated in a

situation in l,rhic h ci.rcurnstances beyond. the Government ?s control have necessitated
iF.r mr-irr l.1re r,i^fic,rlt. deeisior, to re-ooen the soJLhern roLLe.

fo" -During the past month, the Joint co-ordinator of special Economic Assistance
Progrimrnes in tnl ottice of the Assistant Secretary-General for Special- Political
ques'-ions visited d number of caniLal.s anc -,ne \eeoquattct s o trc f-rooean
Llconomic Courrrunity to discuss Zanlsla\ s need.s and to Irlobilize assisiance to'^'aads
mtrpiinc ih.1c,. nF,.-.l!a ccnsiderable understanrling of Zambie.'s sit,uation I'Ia s shol"n,
i"''"1,"'.";;; ;;;;;'-^";;;;;;;; ;";.;;i;;;;;i;;"- res.,o1se ro1,1ros *cccrruuv Lar .y Lv L L}rvr

Zambia' s re o.u ir ement s .
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11' The secr etary-ceneral is conti.nuing his efforts to mobilize and co-ordinate
an rnternationa.l progxanme of assistance to zambia, and. urges the international
conmunity to reslrond generously to the appear-s for assistance. The importance ofproviding adequate and aopronriate assisiance to Zambia at this time ci.nnot be
over-enphil si z eC .




