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!q!Er qqted 13 october 1978 fro,g__!h9_!_Cfns{Lerlt-{e.p1e;-e1t-t_qt1v.eof
Lebanon to the United Nations addressed to the Seoretary-General

I have the honour to forward to you information contained in a statenent by
H.E. Ivlv. Assad. Rizk, Minister for Sociaf Affairs of Lebanon, made today, 13 October'
in Beirut:

At present, there are 750,000 displaced. and aff.licted. persons in
Lebanon in need of inmediate assistance, 500"000 of r^rhom have either been
displaced or afflicted. as a result of the events vhich have taken place
si.nce the beginning of July.

fn the areas sti1l under "blockad.et' (llocus), there are approximately
23,000 fqrnilies, about 150,000 leopl-e, r,rhgs e situation is critical- because
of the shortage of drinkin€9 water and the lacli of food. The nr:mber of
refugees from East Beirut and- neighbouring areas and villages and froln the
coastal area in Itrorth Lebaron has increased to 350,000 people, about
67"oOO ramiries.

Moreover, only 120 hospital beds in Ashrafieh can be utilized out of a
tota] of 720 beds that existed. previousl-y.

fn spite of the assistance that has been quicl.ly rendered by various
international organizations, this assistance remains synbolic as cornpared
to the extent of the damaAe.

I request that ttris appeal of the l{inister for Social Affairs be ciTculated
as an officiaL document of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 30, and that it
be given the v-idest possible distribution to the various groups, agencies, and
organi zations where heLp could be obtained.

( sienea) Ghassan wfuilr
Ambassador

Perrnanent Representative
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