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HUMAN TIGHTS AND SCIENTII'IC AND TECI{NOLOGICA], DEVELOPMENTS

Note by the Secretary-Generai-

1. On 19 December Li6B, the Assenbly adopted. resolution 2l+50 (lciIII) in vhich,
i nf F? A l j a qt-ari n o| iha ..lnocr}. al.rraqsad l^v thF IntemationAl Conference On Hr.ma.n
=ji:::_:i=rRights held at Teheran in 1968 ! tnat recent seientific discoveries and
technological advances, al-though they opened up vast prospects for economic,
social and cu1tural progress, nay nevertheJ-ess endanger the riShts and freedoms of
individuals and peoptes errd consequentl-y calted for constant attention' and
endorsing the id.ea that these problems require thorough and continuous
interdisciplinary studies, both national end international-, whi-ch nay serve as a

basis for drawing up appropriate sta.ndards to protect human rights and fimdanental
freedons, iL invited the SecretsJy-oeneaal , inter afia, to r:ndertake a study of
the problems in connexion with hr.man rights arising from developments in science
4ru vsLurrvf,ubJ t

2. Pursuarit to this and subsequent resolutions of the Gene/a1 Assenbly and of
the Coflmission on Human Rights, 2/ a study of human rights and scientific and
tecluro1ogical d.evelopnents was initiated.

3. An account of the work in progress under the relevant resolutions and of the
documents issued as at 26 Jellue;ry '19?6 is contained in a note by the Secretary-
GeneraJ- on the prograrme of work in connexion with human rights and. scientific
and technol-ogical developments , 'which was submitted to the Conmission on Human

x A/33/r5A.

V see Final Act of the International ConfelEllC !!-g!4g!-BlgEqg (unitea
Nations publication, Sa-Ies No, E.58.XIv.2).

2/ General Assenbl-y resolutions 2721 (XXV) of 15 Decenber I97o,3026 (XXVII )

of l-Slecembe r L972" 3150 (rXVIII ) of 14 Decersber 19?3 and 3268 ()gIX) of
l-O December 19?l+; Corolission on Hunan Rights resotutions 10 (X]ryII) of t8 March 1971"

2 (x]0() of 12 February 197\, 11 (xncr) oi 5 March L975, LI ()cffiII) of 5 Ma-rch f975
and 10 (lcXIlI ) of 11 March 1977 ,
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Rights at its thirty-second session" beld from 2 February tc 5 rl4arch l_976. Ccpies
of the doclment (n/CN.4/L.f313 and Corr.l) will be made availabl_e to delegations.

4, On 10 Decerrbex 19?l+, the cenerat Assenbly adopted resolution 3268 (XXIX) in
vhich it" inLer alia, o.reu the aLrention .f StatFs Lo lhe adva-ntages \,,rhj ch night
be derived from the elaboration and ad-option of neasures designed. to adapt national
legislation and practices, r^rhere appropriate, not only to take account of new
technology but also to safeguard" the fund.aroent a1 rights of the individual and of
groups or organizations in a]']. sectors of social 1ife, and invited Governments
vhich already had experience in this field to trarlsmit to the Se cret anf-General
the information availabfe to thea" The Assembly afso drev the attention of the
nconomic and Social Council and the Corulission on Human nights to the importalce
of collecting qualified opinions in the study of problems of h'flan rights and
scientific and technological developraents, particularl-y with regard to a code of
ethics, and requesred Lhem t,o take the necessary measJres for the implenentation
of the resolution in liaison, in particu_lar, vith the Comnittee on Scietce a.nd
Technology for Development and the Advisory Conmittee on the Application of Science
and lechnology to Developrnent, which were invited to follow these problems as a
vhole at regular intervals; requested the Se cretary-General to invite the
specialized agencies to, inter alia, consider the preparation of reconmendations
concelning international standards in the areas vithin their competence falling
ffithin the purview of the resolution; and, in paragraph 5, requested the Conmission

I]''.-L!-!^1...--{r!r r1-.u,arr nrgnES ro :rra\,r Jp a oro4ralnme of lrork in connexion with hurnan rights and
scientific a.n d tecnnologicai deve-Lopnents, vith a vierr to undeltaking in particu-Iar
the forrnulation of standards in the areas which voutd appear to be sufficiently
analysed,

5" Or- I l4arch 1975, Lhc Ccmnission on H Jmal.r Righcs aL ibs th-Lt:Ly-second session,
adooLed rescluLion f] (rXXI) in which it requesled Lhe Se cr-et ary-Cenerat " among
other things, to achieve as soon as ,cossible the fJ]I implemenbarion of tne
reso-Lu[ions adopred. on bljs subject by bhe General Assemo_ty and the Commissjon on
HL-aax RighlS. I-E also decided, inler alia, w-itho+r: preJuoicc to the continuar"ion
oi r-he study of the orher questions referrecl to jn previo.rs resolucions of the
Gererc-L Assernbly and of Lhe Con:cr-ission, ro draw up a progra.flrne of vork in connexion
with truman rights and scienrific and r,echno-Logical d.eveJ opments pursuant to
Assembly resolution 3268 (XXIX) relating in particular to the definition of
sl rndardc in arcos wh-lch rLj ght appear Lo have been sufficiently anal.ysed.

5, cn 10 liovember Lg75 " the cenexa]' Assenbly)ladopted resolution 3381+ (XXX)

entitled 'beclaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the
Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of I'4ankind't. In this Declaration the
Assembly proclaimed, inter alia, that all States shall promote international
co-operation to ensure that the resul-ts of scientific and technological
developments are used in the interests of strengthening internetional peace and
securi+.y' freedom a-nd inocpenclence, and also for the pur"pose of the economic and
sociaf development of peoples and the realization of human rights aJ]d freedons.
States shaLl also take appropriate measures to prevent the use of these
developniients Lo l-imit or interfere vith tne enjotrnnent of human rights and to
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ensure that scientific and technological achievements satisfy the material and
crirjrrrcl nc,-dq n. et. sa.-f ^1"c ^f +hF nn.--,+i^F. Ltnder this Declarabion, SLates
shal f refrain from using scienLific and technological achievernenls Lo vjolate the
sovereignty a"nd territorial integrity of other States, interfere in their internal
affairs, vage aggressive wars, suppress national liberation movements or pursue
a policy of racial discrirnination, and they sha1l co-operate in establishing and
strengthening the scientific and technological capacity of developing countries.
Measures sha11 also be taken to extend the benefits of science and technology
to all strata of the population, to promote the fullest realization of hunan
rights and fundamental freedoms, and to ensure compliance with legisfation
guaranteeing human "ights 

and freedoms in the conditions of scientific and
technological d.evelopments .

7. On 5 March 1976, the Commission on Human Rights, at its thirty-second session'
adopted resolution 11 (XXXTT ) in rrhich, expressing regret that the circr:mstances
in vhich the session has been held had not allowed it to roake a thorough
examination of the question of human rights and scientific and technological
developments, it requested the Seeretary-General- to continue collecting
docunentation on the development of new technolog-y as it pertains to human rights o

where necessary with the assistance of qualified exlerts, and to continue and, if
necessaJy, strengthen co-operation and adequate co-ordination between United
Nations organs and. the specislized agencies with regard to the impact of science
and technology on human rights" in particular vith a viev to the proposed
conlerence on science' technofogy and development' and decided to give priority
at its thirty-third session to the iten "Human rights and scientific and
technological development s ".

8. On 16 Decernber L976, the General Ass embly at its thirty-first session adopted
resolution 31/128 in whieh it ca11ed upon I'lember States to take account of the
provisions and principles contained. in the Declaratioh on the use of scientific
and Technological ?rogress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of
Mankind; requested the ILO" uNESCO ' WHO and other specialized agencies to take
into accounf in their prograltrnes and activities the pertinent provisions of the
Proclamation of Teheran and the provisions of the Declaration; requested the
cornrnission on Hr.rman Fights to give special attention to the inplenentation of
the provisions of the Declaration; and decided to consider at its thirty-second

""""ion 
the question of the implementation of the provisions of the Declaration'

g. The cornmission on Human Rights had before it at its thirty-third session the
docrmentation described in paragraphs 9, 10 (E/CN.I+ /!r99 and Add.1), 14
(E/cN.)+/u9B), L7,2I and 23 of the note by the Secretary-General mentioned in
paragraph 3 above, as well as the note itself and ttre following additional
documentation:

(a) Note on existing and proposed texts vhich could be used in the
drafting of a l\rther inte"national instnrment on human rights and'

scientific and technological developments (r/cw.)+/fz::) ;

(l) Repo"t on developments relating to science and technology elsewhere
in the United Nations svstem of interest to the Cornmission
(E/cN. l+/1231+ ) ;
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(c) Report on hr-r:nan rights and national machinery fo" d.ecision-making
on science policy, with particular reference to technology
assessment (E/CN.l+/1235),

(d) Report on the human rights inpl-ications of the genetic manipulation
of microbes (E/cN. \/1236 ) i

(e) neport on huaan rights and international machinery for technological-
assesslxent (E/cN.\/1237).

10' At its thilty-third session, the Comission on Human Fights adopted. resolution
10 A (ffiXIII) of 11 March 19?7, in which it requested the Sub-Codnission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Plotection of Minorities to study, with a viev to
fornulating guidelines, if possible, the question of the protection of those
detained on the grounds of mental iu-health against t"eatnent vhieh nay adversel_y
affect the hrman personality and its physical and intelJ-ectual integrity. In its
resolution 10 B ()OC{IIT), also of 11 March 197?, the Conmission velcomed the
adoption by the ceneraf Assenbly in its resolution 338)+ (ffX) of the Deelaration
on the Use of Scientific anal Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace ard
for the Benefit of Merkind, aceepted it, together r"ith other relevant international
instrr:ments, as a guide for its future vork; enptras ized the importance of States
Menbers taking into account the provisions and principl-es of the Decl-aration i
instructed. the Sub-Connission to examine studies relating to this subJect in the
light of the provisions of the Declaration and to report its observations to the
Cormission on Human Rightsl drew the attention of the Cormittee on Science and
Technologl. for Development to the provisions of the Declaration and requested that
the Comnxittee take those provisions into account in the preparation of the United
Nations Conference on Science and. Technology fo? Deve.Iopment to be held in 19?9;
and decided to consid.er at its thirty-for.rth session the question of implementing
the provisions of the Declaration.

11, Attention is drarnm to chaDter X of the relort of the Sub-Connission on its
thirtieth session (l/CfV.l+/fa5fl regarding the consideration by the Sub-Comnission
of the question of humsll rights and scientific and technological devetopnents,

1'2. The General -A.ssenbLy, at its 10Jth plenary neeting, on 16 December 1977,
adopted decision 32/)+3Lr according to r,rhich tbe Assenbly, having been unable, for
.lack of tirne, to consider the iten entitled "Hr;man rights and scientific and
technological developmentsr', decided to includ.e it in the prolr-isional agenda of
its thirty-third session and to consider it with appropriate priority.

13. At its thirty-fourth session, the Conrnission on Eu$an Rights had before it
for its consideration of the item on human rights and scientific and technofogical
developments, the folloving further docrments:

(a) A further report of the Secretary-General on developments elsewhere
in the United. Nations system of interest to the Conmission
(E/eN.\/a276);
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An add.endum to the report of the Secretary-Genera] on human rights
and nationaf machinery for decision-making on science policy, vith
particular reference to technology assessrnent (A/Clt. \/f a3:/aaa.f ) ;

The report of the Sub-Comission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities on its ttrirtieth session G/CN,\/V6f) ,

14. A, sunnary of the Conrnissionts discussion on the question may be for:nd in
chapter XI of the report on that session. 3/

(b)

, - ,. Ai Higiq!-99glE-€ the Econonic and social counpil, 1978 , suppr.enent No. )+\E/19t6t34).




