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POLI CTES OI, APAXTHNID oF T}IE GOvERi'I1\tsi{T OT SOUTH AFRIcA

l',lote=ve 
rbqe= dat.: +, 2 B June lgZB from the perraanent Representative of

Lha FadaFa l P-n"l._,- _...,o, ... r.r.rtlc of Cernany ro the Un-ired lTations addressed Lo
the Se cret ary-General

The Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of Germany to the united
Nations presents his complirnents to the se cret ary-Gene ral and, with reference to
General Assembly document A/AC.IIj/L.)+g7 of pZ l.{ay 1978 entitied ,'Belations
between the Federal Republic of Gernaqy and South African, has the honour to
enclose herer,/iLh a sLatenent by rhe ^,overntr.ent of the Federaf icputrlic of Sermanyvith the request that thls note and its annex be distributed as an official
docu[ent of the General .Assenbly uader item 32 of the preliminary list.
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St atement

A]iillEX

the Governrrent of the Federal Re ublic of
cofGeconce

The rcport on relations beLveen thr je"cral Fe_oublic of Gerrany and loJLh
Atriea a/ does no! conrain any ne'/ elenenls but, unforrrmately" r'eiterales charf'es
'which the Federal Government has refuted on severa] earl-ier occasions. Ilowever'
in oroer to prevent m i s u'ldersr anciings regarcling iLs poiicy covards lor.bh.t.frical
the basic features of that policy are outlined belor,',

ire Federal il.public of Cernany is conndttcd to the lrinciple of renunci ation
of force in the rea.lization of political aims world-vide. fir confornity vith this
orirciole i+, sUnnorl.s p naFeefr'l nnr-yi-,1*r1- sattlernenr of confl-ictS aISo in
southern Afri ca.

L'uc, u-re Federal Covernnent advocates respecL for and tfe
effective jr.rlemenbation of h urxan rigrrf s LhroughouL tne ltorld. 1t reiects l acism
and colonialisn of any kind, above all the discriuinating policy of aparbheid. It
h4. r,^i^d, i.- ^+-^-- ^--n-rit i.n t1 ^hor-r.6id 

jn internabional fordms as uell as
in bilateral contacts Vith the South African Government through critical conments
on subjects of every dornain, social , cultural and econonic as lre11 as military.

0f all the industrialized countries in the wor1d" the Federal Republic of
GFrnany obscrves ol- far Lhe 4reatesr restraint ir irs oolicl- of arms suoplies
(r,rhich from 1965 to 1975 accourited for an average of 0,29 per cent of total
eroorts). l-s early as 196] , the Teder-a1 Covernreni imoosed an arns an'bargo in
relation to South Africa vhich has been strictly observed. It has advocated this
policy internationally since 1963 when the United ],lations adopted tr,ro resolutions
l-. n arsrrra T.ha ^^r*lalf: --ssal ion hv rll qirfFs on '- - -'*- '^ Southu:re 5 UPI'f.v
Africa. hs a rnember of the Security Council , the Federal Republic of Ger]trarly
co-sponsored. the resolution of )r ]{ovemb er lgTT b/ inposing a mandatory embargo on
arus supplies r,o louLh Africa. The leoeraf aepubJjc of Cermany does not produca
or dispose of any nuclear veapons. It is a party to the Treaty on the
Idon-Proli feration of l{uclear Weapons c/ and r,'111 therefore never 1lass on to thiTd
part-ies the 'icientific-technolo€lical ,{no\r-hov required for the production of
nuclear veapons. On thc contrary, the Feo.eral Covernrenl has strongly appealed
to the South Afrlcan Government to accede to the non-proli ferati on treaty. The
Federal lovernmen! regrets a-Ll the more Lhar it should be accused Lime and e6rain

^f -r,^raou o-n -ir i+-,.- ^(-)_nnarel..i.n wi,.h +".- peoub-Lic of South Africa.

4 A/AC.L5/L.\9r.
l-/ q-^,,-i+., a^,,-^; r --c^-- _- -_rutron 4Lo (19i l/.
C/ LJeneIa-L l\SSeInD-Ly reSOtUtlOn ZJIJ lX,l-LI /, anneX,

and South Africa
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As .:- r:arliet e conori{,/ co.J]]try neavillr dep,jn.lcnt on exports, tne Federal Repubf ic
of Gernanv ilaintains tr:ade relations wiil:r afl countr:ies in bhe r'rorld, irrespective
of bhe political crienta.tion of their governruents. This is true also l.rith regard
bo Souih Afri ca.

on th:: other hand, the lederal Gove rrrment ad':eres to its policy of not
.^-^-^+'......-.^^+*^*+--.*rraulrvlr1r- -', Soutii Africa, anC it has reduced credit guarantees for
cxlorts to Soutl-r Airrca. In additi.on, the Iealerai Government exerts all- efforts
to utilize its contacis to irrrrove the situation of the victins of the g!"I!!9f4
pclicv in the econc'rric and social fields. This is alsc the ain of the Code of
a^h.r1'.t r,_l^nra,'l lair f ha " rrnraar fnmm-rni f .r

Th-- lederal Goverlrr,ent believes that irprovenents in the social ai.I d econonic
spireres as rrefl a.s better educetion for tlre black sections of the lopul-ation 1'ri11

mai-- it easi=r to arrive at politica1 settlenents of the aparlllglll issues' In
iis critical approach to the Soutn African Covernment, the Government of the
j'cu-ral ie1 ullic ol- /;errfi!ny has clearlv staLed on .--anv occasio:ls t h'rt rlhe JILin:rle
ai;rr cf all reforns must be to attain the total elinination of the apartheid system

^ -..:.. - r .i ---^,,^-l tfU ) -- €rlrrULil| . .!llUvcl"enLS"

the Fe cl-era-L Government is confident tha+. this can be acconplished r..rithout
+F^ . .ts ^n rt -.a . 1r^, 't ai^r.i ve i-o-o: p-pt.inn h-oL!/een ttro.e of Jood !/iI1. lne

1T n^r-\rj^rar- F <av ele,ment in the scrJgglc for
freedom and equaf rights. The lederal Republic of Germany stands by this J,rinciple
arrd is firnly cor'rnitted therefore to r:. policy of respect for human ri€hts and
renunci:ition of force r'ror1d-r'ri <1e .

fhe Fealeral ]ierublic of Germany is thus obliged stron€l1y to reiect any
qr."ni..cn -..^}.rl.i-rr il-s --.i --.L-i.r ^\rj--. Tt ha,s Lhe impression thaL such
susn.ioions are .teinq caat ra- i\er>fpl r 1, .ir".res inrerested -in driving a wedPC

betveen the federaf nepublic of Gerroany and its friends, especially in Africa'

ft is not feast for this reason that the Federal Covernment has considered it
necassary to se: out iLs -oolicv Lo'at'(.: South /fr-ica i'r order to courter
]ni s rl,lderstanCings r{hicl. may be caused by mis interpret at icn. Ittrat has been said
above nay serve at the same tine to antici.pa.te anlr false inf-'rences from the
^--^-+ .f i-r-F -ra^j.- anmmirtee ar:ainsl. loarthcio enLiflcd '-tevien of developncnLs

::_=:__:ji:
in economic cottaboration l.rith gouth l-fti"" since Septembcr 197?' (A/AC.1lr/L,\9A
of 31 . erch IJTB) and t\e s unmary recoros o' lhe JB2nd arcL 38?rd neelings of Lhe

SrA,.'.r.t Corr.'ljttae c.oain.-' /'--r]'di I ( 
^ 

/ ^' r'r ' /cp. lB2 and 383 of 1 and ) June l9?B)'




