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THIRTY YNARS OF THE UI\TIUERSAL DECLA-RATION OF IjU],.{AN RIGHTS:
INTEFIIATIONAL CO-OPIMTIOIT FOR THE PR0l'{0TI0M-llD
OESERVAIICE 0? CIVft, PoLTTICAI, ECOUOI,IIC, SOCTAL AND

CULI.IIRAI RIG}ITS

\of e hw ihe Se.r'ralarrr-General

-1, At its thirty-second sessionn the Genel-al Assembly adopted resolution 3?/12J
of l6 Decenbcr 19?7, in vhich ir,, jnter alia, irvited l-ember States, the specialized
agencies, regional inre rgovernnen L al or,oarrizations and non-gove rnmental organizations
to ta-ke appropriate rneasures to celebrate the thirbieth arniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Hurnan Rights and requested the Secret ary-Gene ral to
initiate appropriate actirities at the United tilatj.ons l-eve1 to celebrate the
Lhirtieth anniversary of the Dec-l araLion, includin6. tbe or5"anization of a special
semlnar within the progranne of advisory services on national and .Iocal institutions
for the promotion and protection of huflan righLs, Lhe repor"L ofl which should be
lorwarded to thc Assenbly; and decided to include in the provisiona.l agenda oi'its
',1^ir'.v-thi-d "aqqinn en iten enr,il-ie.l "Thirl v veers of the Universal Declaration o-C

IrDman Rights: internaLional co-operation for the prorflotion B"rid observance of civil"
noJitical, econonic, socia-L and cultural r.ights", and reconmended that the iten
should be consideled in plenary ::-eeting. lt a-Iso decidcct to hold a special
conmemorative meeLing Lo ce-lcbrate the thi.rtieth a-nniversary ol' the Dec]aration, and
requested the Se cre t ary-Cenelal to ralle r.he necessary preparalions for the prograflne
of the nxeeting "

2. ft nay be recalled that, at its thirty-third session, the Conmission on
rlura.:: Fights, by resolul ion 3 (l XlIl), had reconrdcnded to }{ember States, the
specialized agencies and all international organizations, governmental a.nd
ron-governruental, concerned r,,jth the protectjon and FronoLion of hunan rights to
tahe appropriate measures to ensure that the thirtieth anniversary of the Universal
leclaration of Human Rights r,ras the occasion of special efforts to pronote
internationaf understandin€j, co-operation arid peace as r,rell as the universal and
ae.a^f i1'a raq.a.{ tn- l^r rar riorrts .rnr^ n:r^i.icrrlar^lw hw lpvirr sfress on the
educationat approach both Vithin and autside fcrrna"l school systerris. The Conmission
also invited aIl concerned to report to it at its thirty-fifth session on efforts
made rrith a view to marking Lhe LhircieLh anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Hlman Rishts.
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3. By a note dated 26 April f!/B the secret ary-ceneral transmitLed ceneral
As semb11' resolution 32/723 to Menber states and to the or€tanizations rnentioned inthe resofution. The Secret ary-General drew attention in ifris note toConmission resofution 3 (XXXIII).

)+'- ft nay also be reca-rled that, in the prearbJ-e to its resolution 321130 ofl-6 December 19??, the Generaf Assembry staied that the thirtieth anniversary ofthe universaf DeclaJation of H,man Rights should be narked by an over-al_L analysisof existing problems i.n the fiefd of h'man rights and by increased efforts infinding aprropriate solutions for the effectiie pronotion and protection ol humanrights a:rd fundanental freedoms, tdring into account the experiences ancccntributions of both developed and ileveloping countries. ihe Asserobly requestedthe cor'nission on Hunan Firhrs, -inter afia, to undertake this over-arl analysisof the subject and to subrlit a prog;;;;-;;port to tbe Assenrbly at itsthirby-third session and a report containing conclusions and iecornmendat ions tothe Assenbly at its thirty-fcurth session through the Econonic and Socia-1 councit.The report was subnitted to the Economic and sociat councir at its secondregufar session, f9\g, L/

5. In ccmpliance vith -uhe rcolesi,s contained in resolution 3D/7p3, arrangerienrs
ha-1-e been nade for cornrnenorative concerts to take r:rrace on fo December r97g atUnited Nations Headouarters anil at the United l,Tations Office at Geneva.

6" A specia-l seminar on rlational and r,ocaf rnstitutions for the promotion andProtection of Human Rights was organized at Geneva from lB to 29 September 19T8,rrithin ihe Drog'.,ome or advisory services. The report of the serrinar vi-Ir appearin document ST/TAO/ER. 51.

T" ArraJrgenents have arso been made for the selection and avard of human rightsptizes as envisaged in recornmendation c of the arnex to resolution 22rT (wil';f-
19 December L956. rn this connexion, it is expected that the presentation of theprizes will take place during the special cornneqorative neeting vhich theAssenbly clecided to convene on the occasion of the thirtieth ainiversery of theUniversal Declaration.

8' A symbol for use in cormexion with the observance of the anni ve" s arjr was alsoprepared and distributed.

9" Updated versions, in al1 official languages, of the publication entitled
lon O Natio "2/have been issued" The publication ted l\rations Act ion Ine -|leld ol Humanlights" has been revised and updated and will be submitted for reproduction shortly.

A revised edition of the bookfet "united lrTations and Hrman lightsi' has been
prepared in co-operation vith the Office of Fubtic Information of the Secretariat
ard has been sent for printing.

^ .! sg9 ?ffici"1 Recorgs o
session, 1928, Sunptement ttro. )+ (E/ r9i6T!l-

2/ United lrTations publication, Sales No, E,Tg.XIV.2.
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l-0. In paragraph 3 of resoluti on 32/123, the Assenbly had welcomed the decision of
Lhe UniLed Nations Educational , Scientific and Cult Jal Organization to organize
in 1978 an international conference on the teaching of humaa rights and had
appealed to all StaLes to facilitate rhc parLicipalion of qualified experts in the
conference. An International Congaess on the Teaching of Human Rights was held
at Vienna f"ora l-2 to L6 September 1978, in collaboration with the Austri€.n
Goverment. The Congress adopted a Final Document containing programmes,
recommendations on teaching rnaterials, method-s and stTuctures pertaining to the
teaching of huma.n rights.

l-1. Tn paxagraph lr of resolulion 32/123t the ceneral Assembly had a-Lso invited
UNESCO to take appropriate measures to consult the Conrnission on Hlman Rights at
its thirty-fourth session on the elaboration of a progralnme of action designed to
devefop education on human rights. In pursuance of that request, IINESCO submitted
a provisional report to the Conndssion on Humart nights at its thirty-fourth session
in 1978 (E/Clf.l+/127)+). A further reporb is expected to be subnitted to the
Comnission at its thirty-fifth session in 1979.

l.2, In accordance u-i th paragraph 6 of resol-utfon 32/123. the Secre ta-ry-General is
r:ndert aking preparations for the progralne of the special conmemo rat ive meeting of
the Assembly to cefebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, These preparations vill be coml:nicated to the General accanhlrr
in due course.




