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I. INTRODUCTION

1, At its thirty-first session the Generat Assenbly adopted resotution 3L/f3\,
entitled "fmprovement of the status and role of vomen in education". Tn the
lesolution the Assenbly reca"lled that the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrinination against Wonen emphasized the need to take all appropriate measures
to ensule to vomen equal rights with men in education at all Ieve]-s, and further
recalled Genera.t Assembl-y resolutions 3520 (X)fi), 3521 (XU), 3522 (xxx), 3523 (XXX) 

"3524 (XXX) of 15 December 4975. It recognized that the tu].f and comllete
development of a country requires the maxinum participation of women on equal
terrns vith nen in all fields and the necessity for women to have equal rights,
opportunities and. obligations vith men, particularly in the fields of education
and professional and vocational training, to e}:abl-e their firll partieipabion in
the proeess of developnent " It further recognized. the inportance of promoting the
education of women and its impact on the rearing of the yormg generation, as wel-l
as the importance of exchange of experience in the elimination of illiteracy and
inxprovement of the ed.ucationa-l standard of women at the national, regional and
international leveIs.

2. IIovever, having noted- that d.espite wor].d-wide progress in reducing
illiteracy, 1:he illiteracy rate for wonen far exceeds that of men, and in some
cases continues to rise, the Genera"l Assenbly appeaied to aJ.l States which had not
yet done so to become parties to the follolring conventions i the Convention
against Discrinination in xducation, 1960t 1/ the Discri.nination (Em1)lo ment and
Occupation) Convent ion, f9)B; 2/ and the iIr-rian Fesor.rrces Development Convention,
L975. 3/ It called upon States to undertake. '{l enever- necessary, in thc:.r
economic, social and cultural progrannes, specific short-tern and long-term
neasures aimed at irnprorring the status a.nd role of women in education, bearing in
roind the provisi.ons of the Declaration on the Elirnination of Discrirnination against
Women, the provisions of the World Plan of Action for the Inplenentation of the
Objectives of the fnternational Wonen's year L/ concerning education and t,raining,
particularJ-y rlith respect to an increase in literacy and equal access of worren at
every 1evel of educati-on, as well as the provisions of the three conventions
mentioned above aJld other apDropriate recommendations .

3. In the resolution the Genera-I Assembly further ca11ed upon StaLes" whenever
necessary, to md-erta.he al] possible measures to elininate illiteracy among women,
especiaaly during the Unlted Nations Decade for Wouen" It also called upon
States I'7hich have not yet d.one so to consid-er undertaking a1I appropriate

1/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vot. [29, p.93.

2f lnt errt at Lonal Labour Organisaticn, Conventions end Reconnendations ,
l-919-1966 (Geneva, 19bb), Convention No. I11.

1/ Tnl-er.ne+innql T.qlnrrr Offiao Affiaial pr:lloiin rr'l TIITTT lOTq qar"il>e A

No. lu Convention No, 142.

,,-rld Confer-ence of the Internat ional Women's Year (United
l,latio-ns
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reasrres to introduce free and comlulsory educat-Lon at bhe elemenbary 1evel and,
where possible' free education at all levels, including professional, vocational
and technical ed-ucaiion, which should be accessible to women without
discriminationl to promote co-education and to ensure that men and wonen have
equa^l access i,o scholarships and all other study grants.

4. AtLel- reco:nrend-."rq to Sta,tes to inr,roduce raeasures to ex?and tne exchan8e
of experience on issues c,'r-cerning the inprovenient of the status and role of
women in education, particuiarly through courses, seninars and symposiums
organized ai the national . regional and internations-l reveI, the ceneral Assenbly
invited Member States as well as the specialized agencies concerned, regional
commissions" int,erested int e rgcvernnen t al and non- governmen ba.L organizations
having consultative status "rith the Economic and Social Council to submit to the
sec retary -Genera-L their observal-ions c.ncerning the inprovcment of thc status and
role of women in education. This in fo r.mat ion vould be taken into account by the
S ecretary-Ceneral in preparing a reporL, -Ln collaboration !,/ibh the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cul-tu-ral Crganiza.tion (UN'ESCO) 6nd the Tnternational
labour Organization (TLO), to be presented to the Gencra-l Assembly at the
thirty..Lhird session. The present rerrort is prepa,red in conpliance vir,h that
request.

5. The question of the improvement of the status and role of ruromen in education
has been a continuing concern of the United Nations. fhe present report
describes the scope of the most recent United ltrations actian in this vital area
and the responses cornnunicated to the SecretaJy-General by Governments,
non' governmental organizations and intergovernmentar organizations, rnformation
from interested organizations of the united Nations system, includ.ing concerned
specialized agencies and regional comaissions, may be foirnd- in another report
which will be before the General Asseribly at its thirty-third. session and which
contains a study on the join',, interagency pro graflme for the united Nations Decade
for Women. Furbhermot-e, Lhe observations requesLed in accordance vith paragraph 5
of Assembly resolution 31.134 vi1l be fu1lv discussed at the seventh session of
the Sub-Camndttee on lducation and Training of the Adrninistrative Conmittee on
Co-ord"ination r.utder the iter0 entitled "Co:ordination and harrnonization of
activities of the united Nations systen aiming at providing education and training
fo women". The meeting is scheduled to take place in 1979" It is expected that
the consrlltations and conclusions reached at the meeting will be used in the
preparation of the Prograr0me of Action of the second hal-f of the United liations
Decade for women to be subnitted to the comdssion on the status of wonen at its
tventy-eighth session in January 1980, and at the world conference of the united
Nations Decade for tr{omen to be held in 1980. rt shou-l-d be noted in this regard
that in accord.ance with Econorn:ic and Social Cormcil resolution 19?8/32 on the
subthene oi "Enployrent, Ileafth ant4" Education" for the fiorld Conlerence of the
Uniled \alions Dccade for Wornen " Lhe Conference vilt place a speciaL emphasis on
elaborating new st?ategies for integrating wonen into the development process,
particularly tJy promating economic and employment opportrrities on an equal
footing vrith men Lh-rough, inr:er a-Lia, the orovision of adeqr-rate healrn aJtd
educational facilities.

6. fn the f ight of the foregoing a-r:d. the infomation sr-lbndtted in this report,
the General Assembly rd ght wish to note that the issue of the status and role of
vomen in education is central to the current and planned efforts of the United



7. The substantive part of the aeport is divided into three sections' t'he first
section dea.ls with United l{ations action fauing within the purview of Genelal-

A"".*lfv resolution 31/l3f+" It deals vith action taken to i]trplenent maridate s

calling for review of progress achieved and action taken within the framework of
the Adrninistrative Conunitiee on Co-ordination" The nert section discusses action
taken at the nationaf levei by Goverrutrents and non -governnent a1 organizations' The

final sectr.on concerns ot" u"tt"L " taken by intergovernment a1 organizations" At the

end of the present report are alpended three a;:}nexes, listing the States parties
+^ nha n^','vont'inn ageinst liscrinination in Education, 1960 (annex f); the States
narties to the Discrimination ( Smployrnent and Education ) Convention, 1958

i""r""- ti i r 

"."d-l;;- 
;l;1." parties to the Human Resources Developrnent Convention 

"

1975 (annex IfT), status as at 31 Augusi 197U.

I{ations on behatf of vomenrs advancement 'the issue, if necessary, after the world
for \^lomen.

^l 
33/21+

Engll sn
Page !

and decide to resume consideration of
Conference of the United Nations Decade
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II. UNITED NATIONS ACTION IALLING WITHIN THE PURVIEW OT'
GENERAI ASSEMBLY RESOIUTION 3Tl13)+

A. Action rrndertake! to inplement rnandates cal1in

b' The issue of the educational status of women is regularly dealt \^/ith under the
reporting system established for monitoring the implenentation of the Declaration
on the nlimination of Discrininati.on Against Women and related instruments, which
was originarly adopted by the Economic and social ccuncir in its resolution
1325 (xlrv) of 31 Mav 1968 and. 16?? (Lrr) of 2 J,ne r9T2 and. is now reinforced by
the reconmendation contained in paragraph 12 of General Assembly resolution
3520 (XXX) of 15 Decenbe.r 1975" Thus, the Cornrnission on the Status of Women at
each session since 1969 has considered reports of the se cretary-Generar on the
irnplementation of the Declaration, which emong other things deltt wittr the education
and training of girls and wonen. The latest report, entitled "promotion of fu11
equality of wonxen and men in all spheres of life in accordance with international
starrdards and the Declaration on the Eliminatian of Discrimination Against.!^lomen"
(A/32/?16 and Add.l and 2), vas submitted both to the Generar Assenbly at its
thirty-second. session and to the Comroission on the Status of Women at its trnrentv-
sev€nth session. This report T,ras based on replies to requests for inforrnation
addressed to Governrnents, specialized agencies and non-government a1 organizationsin consultative status wlth the nconomic and sociat council. The infornation
requested, whlch covered a.l1 articles of the Declaration, including article ! on
education and training, focused on developrnents regarding action undertaken, the
situation existi.ng in 1av, the situation existing in fact and the discrepancy if
any between both siLuations, inctuding ary obstacles prevenLing fu11 implernentation
of the Declaration a.l]d any genexal trends.

9. ConcerninC education and trainir-g, Lhe repor-c analyses a,nd/or hignlights
information received from 19 Member States, one specialized agency and four
non-government al organizations. Such information. which was used in the
preparation of section III befow" dealt with:

(a) Equal conditions of access to, and study ir. educat ional institutions ofall tlpes' including r.rniversities and vocational. technical and professionaf
schocls;

(b) The same choice of curricula, the same examinations o teaching staff ofthe s ame sta.ndards and school- prenises and equipment of the same quality whether
the institutions are co-educational or not;

(c) Equal opportunity to benefit from scholarships and study grants l

(d) Equal opportunity for access
including ad.uft literacy progrannes.

tn nrnorprrp< nn nnn* ih ind ad ,Fel i^h

.l-0' Within the context of the review and appraisal exercise of T)roqress achieved
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i- t-ha .ir.nl cre.tal-ion of the world Plan of Action )+/ called for in General Assembly

""=oi_,ti"i" 3L9O (XrT) of 12 Decenber L975, 3520 (L{X) of 15 Deces.ber ;'975 and

Eccnonic and Social Council resol-ution 2060 (LXII) of 12 l"{ay l:gT'i, a questicnnaire
was sent out on 2) July 19?7 to Governrents r which in its section 3 deal-t with
education ancl training ineluding cuJ-tural activities'

11. On the basis of the replies received, a relort vas prepared'. and, subnitted to
the Connission on the Status of Wo:ren at its twenty-seventh session (E/C$'6/611).
The section of the report dealing vith the education and training of women 'was based

on replies from 15 countries. !/ The information received- rlealt with equality of
access to al} levels of ed.ucatTon and tra.ining; legislative and other refcrms
towards equality in education for nales and females i femafe enrofment at a1l
educationaf levels i special neasures to encourage the education and training of

',+orten including adult education; special progral:lnes to ilrprove vonenrs skills;
revision of educaticnal materiais,' curriciala and teacher training and elimination
of illiteracv.

the franelrork of the

12.TheattentionoftheGenelalAsseroblyisdlavntothestud.yoftheinteragency
progra$ne for the United I\lations Decade for Itlornen wtrich vil1 be before it for i'ts
consideration at its thil-by-third session rn conpliance r,rith its resolution 32/L38'

13. This prograr:rme ' which vas developed within the framework of the Administratj-ve
Cormittee on Co-oraination and for vhich the centr€ for social Development arld'

Humanitarian Affairs was the focal pointr originated in paragraph 5 (b) of
resolution 3520 (XXX). ft contains, inter alia' a synthesis of continuing and

r]ornpd onrirr.ii..ics f.1r the advancement of ]{or-en undertaken by interestcd
-organizations of the united Nations systers. one of the nine principal obiectives
into $hich activities of the united Nations system are classified therein is "to
achieve equal access and opportunity for both sexes in education and training of
afl types and at aLI levels'.

1l+. I{ateri a.L under this principal objective concerns the Food and Agricufture
organization of the Unitei Nations (ru0), tf.. Tnternational Labour organisation
(fiO), ',,r" United l{aticns Develolment Prcgra,'rne (UlrDP) ' tlle united Nations
iiucaiicnat, scientific and cultiral Organization (uNnsco)' the united Nations

d;i;;;;; lrrna (uNrcsF), tbe World Health Organization (l,lHO), the World Bank, the

World Food Prcgra,nme ' ttre United Nations Rel-ief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees lUtnf+I ) a"'d. the United. Nations !'und for Population Activities (UNFPA) .

Therefore, that part ol the stualy which relates to principal objective 4 will
Drovid.e the ceneral_ Assembly ritL a picture af the globa1 effort which is under lia-rr

B - -l,ct:'-on undertahen r.rithin
I;-.'nir+r.+i1r, trnrnil +e+ cn co-ordinaticn

included countries which had reslonded too late for their
useo in the preparation of a trrevious report on the subject't These also

inforrnation to be
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vithin the united Nations systen on behalf of women as regards their education andtraining,

15' Another aspect of international action in direct implementation of General
Assembly resolution 3t/131+ is the inclusion of an iten on co_ordination andharmonization of activities of the united Nations system aiming at provid.ing
education and trai-ning for women in the agenda of the Sub-Committee on Education andTraining of the Adninistrative cormittee Jn Co-ord.ination at its sixth session heldin l4arch 1978 at Geneva. Tt is expected that a full_ reviev of the question willtake place at the seventh session in 1979, where the rnatter night also be reviewedin the light of Econonic ald social council resolution rgTg / 32.- on the subthene of
"Errlplolment, Health and Education" for the l"/or1d conference of the united Nations
Decade for Women "



III. MEASURES AND ACT]ON IJI{DERTAIGT{ AT THE NATIONAL I,EVNL

A. l4easures and action undertaken by Governments

f6. The reports of the Secretary-General mentioned in section If above
(A/32 /2l6/Adds.I and 2 a]lcl E/CN,6/611), were prepared on the tasis of infornation
nr"ov j lA.t hv 2Q aorrntrinq ^h iha acrFnf.c of the education and training of
women. 6/ Ivlost of the reporting countries described educational- reforms and' special
measureF taken to improve the education of women at all l-evels - prinary, secondary
and universi.ty - and. includ.ing vocational and technical training. The various
methods and. progranmes included leglslation, compu]. soly ed.ucation, co-education and
1-aa -rnrricjrn nt innpnfives srr.h q.s sonola.rslins, The educational levef of vomen

increased in most of the reporting countriesr both developing and developed.' as a

result of increased schooling facitities at the primary and secondary leveIs. Most
efforts, however, vere directed at raising the litelacy fevels of popuJ.ations as a
...,nla. rolof irrat,, tacc .++--+.i^- ..-- -i,'^- f ^ +h^ -a'.+in.r'lAr. nr nhlcrn of femal-en4o trf vc1r uu ulr Pqr

ill iteracy.

17. This section of the present report contains infor"mation regarding the extent
to which these countries reported on various aspects of education and training
cond.ucted with the specific objective of benefiting women. Inasmuch as -this
inforrnation is to be found in docurent s A/32/216, Add.l and 2 and" E/cN.6l6IL
nentioned above, the relevant infornation is presented here in sunmary form'

l. Equal access to education and traj.ning at aIL l-evels

(a) Legislative action

lB. Special leglslation and reforms for equality in education for males and

females were reported. by sorre countries, while others cited the existence of draft
legislation to this effect. A fe'w stated. that equal rights in education and equa-l

access to education vere already guaranteed to men and r\tomen through legislative
or constitutionaf means. Lingering problems of tradition and culture r,rere cited.
by some cor:ntries as liniting voraen I s paJticipation in the e.iucational system or
creating discriminatory practices in education.

(b )

19. A nr-mber of countries reported providing special
encourage women of a1l- ages to pursue their education
and beyond, i.ncluding vocational schools and training

services and incentives to
through the secondaxy leve].
col1eges. One Government

5/ Australia, Austria, Ba-rbados, Bullaria, Central African Onpire, Chi1e,
Cuba. ,--Denmark , lcrador, qinlan'i, Cernar 'lemocratic Pefublic. ierrany, FederaL
lepublic of, fran, Ireland. IsraeL, Ivory Coast, Libyan Arab Jarnahiriya, lladagascar,
l'alavi, -'on6o'i:, letherlancls, ,,er,r z-.a.14r4, lToruay, Dakistan, I in5apore" Spair,
q,.n'r 1?r.ini,n c.'-'a+ l^.^ial"c- F-n,''1.'- in and llnited States of America.
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noted the estaill-ishment of a voment s unit within the Departmcnt of Education;
ai'roL jrer retrrrted the organization by Lhe Secretary fol worlen of special courscs on
r"qn i I r; ani--+.t- i^^ r-ule managenent, sevinJ, cook-ing, nutrition and hygiene, Among
the special Ileasures reported were the creation of conditions enabling r,/omen to
attend any ad.ranced iraining courses deemed necessary, programnes facilitating
vomenrs palticr:nat ion in vocational training, leave of absence for economica.rry
active \^'omen vii;h childrenr government assistance to parents lrith rirnited income
and special facilities sLrch as creches at universities and training col-leges, The
existence of adult ed.ucation programres was cited by a few countrieso r^,hich noted
that vomen comprised. from 37 per cent to over 50 per cent of the enrolnent in such
prograrures. Severa.I Governilents leported that women and nen had equal access to
scholarships and stud.y grants.

2. Free ir,nd coropul"corv educacion

20. A number of countries reported that education \^ras compulsory, usually up to
the age of 15, and a few stated. that primary and secondary education were free.
Another Government reported that it was considering the enactment of free and
comDulsory e<lucation. h was notcd oy one counLry chat conpulsory edr-Lcation Lo the
minirnun age of 17 also contributed. to assuring adequate schooling for girls,

3. Co-education and curicula

2L. Reports fron onl-y a few countries ind.icated. co-cducational school,s and
non-d ifferentiated curricula for males and femal-es, Several Governments o hovever,
reported taking measures to ensure equal treatnent, and a m.mb er of countries cited
cfforts to eliminate se{-role stereotyping in texbbooks and curricufa and to
provide new training olportunities for wonre n and girJ-s.

l+. Efforts toirards etimination of illiteracy, includiqq adult education

22. Wirn Lhe exeeplion of one country vhich reportcct tha-c iltitcracy had been
compfctcly elininated,, a nr"mber of replics indicat.-d cpLcial. effor.bs bo conbat
illiLefacy. Some countries t:cported an inLensificatioo ol IiLera"cy programmes
rrqin- n^Lt 1-anFnin'-ae . in i n'.]qF +ffnrie rrrrqt u^hah r.rnrF , hai^e rriarir'- "-- --Ey'

23. A number of Gaverrunents reported that ',{omen were taking advantage of centres
for vocational- educarion ana oLher opro.rtunitics to Icarn s]{.il-Is, parbicularly neL/
ones, and acquire special trainlng. Several countries also pointed out that
asslstance was being prcvid"ed. to support child-care centres in ord.er to facilitate
lronenl s participation in adult education programnxes,

B" Activities and obscrvations by non-govermental organizations

2\. five non-governmental organizations supplied the Secrctary-Gcneral with
informaticn regard.ing their activities in the field- of education. T'hese included
the International Federation of Business and Professional trlomen, the International
Federalion oJi Univcrsity !{onen, SoropLimisr lnLernaLional, rhc ',/omenr s lnternational-
Zionist Organisation and the World Union of Catholic Woments Organizations,
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25. The International f'ed.eration of Business and Professionaf Women stated that it
was undertaking activities for hj-gher edueation for women in at least eight
countries, incJ-ud-ing Argentina and l{ica^ragua, as well as providing grants and
vocational guid.ancc at prinary and. secondary school levels in l-1 countries.

26. The International tr'ed"eration of University Women referred to reports from its
Belgian affiliate, noting that a-Il kinds of education, including tcchnicaf schools,
are now open to girls. The British affiliate observed that some of the colle8es of
Oxford. and Canbridge Universities, formerly reserved for nales, nov accept vomen
undexg?aduates, vhil,e the f'rench affiLiate noted doors of nore schools opening for
girJ-s, for example, Lhose of bhe Ecol-e pol}.bechnique and tne Ecofe des mines. A
nrrnher nf rffi l i a+ac I -r-.8., in the Republic of Korea and. in Canada) reported
increasing numbers of, vomen in al"t ed.ucational institutions at alf levefs. The
affiliate of the i{etherlands reported that it had. asked. all- universities in the
country to inplement "positive discriminat ion't in favor:r of vomen. The
orlrnization further rel,orted that its affiliates in other countries) as for
FXd!.ple Lerya a1.l :-i.a-ie, werc rrovidin- fel lowshils '.o rirls aL ;+:o.'1r-:.- scf-ool
1cvc1s. as r"-elf as flrants to r,ionen for post 3raduate rtork"

27. Soroptinist InternationaL stated. that its efforts to implement the objectives
of the United Nations Decad.e for Wornen included work towards equal access to the
same educational progranmes and to enro]Ient at al], levels, the exbension to women
of training for vocational skil]s" including improved. nethods of farming, and
giving a number of grants and. scho.l"arships to girls and women.

28. The Womenrs International Zionist Organisation reported giving assistance in
the field of general education.

29. The l,Iorld Union of Catholic Women ? s Organizations referred to action of its
affiliates to provid,e equal access to scholarships,
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IV. I.'iNASURNS AID ACT]OI.I {JIiIDNRTAXEN BY INTEFGOVERIiII,IENTAL
OiGANIZATIONS

30" Tn coriil.ilance with ncononic and Social Council resolution \5 [fV) or
29 l''larch 1?L7" ttre Inter*American Conrlission of Wonen of the organi zation of
American sta+-es ard the commission on the status of Arab l4omen of the Arab Leagueregularly subnit each a rcrrort concerning thelr actlvities to the United l{ations
connlssion on the staius oi r,ror4en. At the twenty-seventh session of the comnission
on the status of l{omen both these organizations subrlitted reports rnhich contained,inter afia, information pertinent to the presenL report. f/

A. Inter-Ar€rica,n Commission of ly'ornen

31, At its eighteenth assenibly held_ in IgT6, 1J.e Inter-furerica. Corunission of
I'Iomen aFproved a re6;iona1 plan cf action for the united llations Deca.de for trtronen,
based on the \'/orld Plan of Action. The corrnission's regional plan of action coverssix priority target areas, chosen fron the rriorld p1a-n of Action, includir.:geducation. Each of these area.s is oesigned- for s}rort, medi.u and long-term actionthus covering the Decade.

32, l,lith specific reference to ed.ucation. the
a l'unda,t-enLal princ.iple of social, .luslice and a
achievir:5 IJ I seI[--re3l izarion continues to be
antegral training of vonen,

Conrmission stated that education as
basic r"icht of the indiviCurl in
q orio-irv rire nf "crjll fcr lhe

33. The imp.lenentation of this line of action has been enphasized \,,ith a stxonger
alproach tor'rar:ds effective activities neec€d by the countries. Thus the education
of l'romen in Lhe Ar-ericas is L.reing promoted t,o Lpccd up tne-ir oarli cipar-ion in rhesociel ani econorn- c dcveloprent of Lhe he:lisphere, To this end-, Lne Corcmission -isgiving strong encouragement to affording roo,"n u.""""" to all existing educationaJ
and traininc olporrr.rnities and is nramoting Lhe devel or.r_ent o-C nel training
ac-bivities for women,

J+. lts chrei actron prioriLies are as follovs;

l. Short-term

(aj Increase activities of integral training of wonen so that Lhey can
fulfi1 their role in the fanily, at \^'ork and in the corrmr.rnity, rrith special-
attention to rura.l wonen and underprilr j.leged women in the urban secrors;

(l) Promore access by wonen, under equal conditions wfLh r.en, Io
educationa-f programmes, ffith emphasis on the technical and scientific fields;

J/ These renorts are reproduced in document s E/CtI .6/616 and E/C!.{,6/5fT.
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(:) jr.D1eucI:t spec-llic rrojects -in r:on-lornal educeLion, tl-.rou-:n the
mass neciia, that are aimed at the integral traininJ of rroncn, making use of
the national infrastructure of the Conmission:

tdJ Devefop cd.ucetiJn proLraHrcs outsiLc thc classroon orienred toirards
changin3 attitudes torrards the role of men an cl rromen in society:

(e,l Develop educational projects to train uonen and nen as co-equal
."rJi6Fc jr .^-iFt\r ', irtlrr rF<n^heihla i"^F r1,6 ,lacr inrr nt raont,irrl .

(fJ Encoura.oe Lrcater consideralion ol" \,ronen enC ui.Ge more \romen to apply
1or Organi zat-ion of -A.ner-i can SLr.Les icllo\/ships, parLicu-Lel ll. l'cr fe-Lfo1-snipS
related to the six substantive areas to lrhich the Corrmission has g.iven priority;

(g) Re-examine the regional activjties ot' -uhe Connisslon, such as courses,
serninars, fiorkshops, etc,, in terns of cost-effectiveness "

2. I{ediurn-term

(e) Conti:rre naticna-l pro-notional acLivitics for th-e integral Lreininr
of r"romen i

{1 ) Cn.ri:n-ro ^-, -nLin,r irc'e.ce.t orniiert:ons hv r.ro*cn "o- Oraanizarion
of Arerican States feflowshirrs:

(c) Deve-top a follor..r-uD p-roject on Lhe recipienLs oi' the educatior?-
:ervices of'ered by uhe Connission over Lhe 13st five yeqrs" wilh Lhe
nn-n-era-inr -f rhp lT-ii.lh.l Tn-*;t.",.o ^T C^-n-nratjon witf. the Con:-rssion:

(d) ProEote creation lrithin the orga-nizatlon of -Anericen States of
special fe1lo\^'ships progrannes for university wonen in the social sciences to
do reseerch in rncir ovn counlriese chiefly in r-he follovin5 areas: the irnpact
of developr4ent procreflmes on lromen and the image of 'wonen in the mass media.

:14:.F l- ,l- rr,rr.-ir-nr, .-.Fn(er, rril I h^ =^.irf ..6TAtj -- - .'.'+r. +-^r-*i-^r ^--ist,ence
in pr:elaration of research frcn the Commission at tr{ashlngton and the
Comnissionrs l'.fultinational l/ornen I s Center for Fesearch and Trainin€i at CorC.oba,
Argentinar ia an effort to produce comparatlve data"

3" Lonii-tern

(a) Lxpand Lhe ac[-ivities flor rhe inLegral Lrainin.. of \'/onen:

(b) Step up assistance from the Corn'nission to the tTational Cormittee of
Co-cperation to develop educational activities in accordance r''ith the needs of
each country j

(c) Coll-ect and publish on a regular basis information cn fello ships
oiwen tJrr oi.hcr.ins-f iirrii.ons and distribute this infornation at the national
f evel through the ruomen ? s bureaux ar]d the Conmissionrs lt{ultinationaMomen's
Centre for Research and Trainins,
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3r' A,"nong the activities undertaken by the con::nission to inprove the status androle of rromen in education has been a workshop entitled "rnter-A'erican Applied
Laboratoxy on the Technical Education of \,/ome;r'. This workshop was held by the
Con:nission at Buenos Aires in April 19TT, r,rith the support of the Governnent of
Argentina and the Regional Xducational Development Fr.ocral]rne of the generaL
secretaricL of the Organization ol !flerica.r.r Jtales. The objectives of this workshop
uere to identify specific problems and to prepare action p ro grannle s in order to
ensure that technical education prorrides integral training to vcmen that prepares
them to be able to carry out ])roperly their roles in their homes and in theconlunity arid to clevelop those skills which will enable them to neet the
requirements ol the labour rrlarket.

35, The vorkshop 1,ras attended by 23 specialists in the field of technicat education
ard career advancement from the ministries of education in the rnember States. The
laboratory entered its second phase during the t!1onth of llovenbe r 197? with tvoacrivities: roLnd rabfes -in each nArr.i.irrafino
at the narional _Level .r=.i1";:;1":"::lfi'il':t:;IHi"H.:ff1"ilu'i;."illllill.llr""
of the results from the research conducted at the laboratory as part of the I'esearchplan to be carrled out by the Departnent of xducational Affairs of the neneralsecretariat of the Organi zation of American States.

37" fhe Conmissicn also reported that during the course of this year the
liu:-tinationaf wonents centre for Research and rraining of the rnter-American
Connission of Wonen would be inaugurated after a number of years of planning andnegotiation" It is envisaged. that this Centfe lrill serve as the Corurissionrs baseof operations and wi1l, be eouipped. 'with the techni.cal and financial facilities
needed to develop fu]ly the conmissionts policies on the question of researcb a.rid-training of women so as to integrate them u1y into the national 1ife. This centrer'rill alsc conduct information and institutiona.l doclunentation activities.

B. Corn:rission on the Status of Arab trIomen

3C. At its fifth session held in Octaber f976, the Comlisslon on the Status of
A-rab '.,onen adopred an agenCa '..rhic:r included, inter atia, irer. h entir-Iec
'sympos-Lum on tradirions and sociar atLiLudes r.har. hincter tne fu-I1 participarion
of women in different seetors of 1j-ferr. T'he strnpcsium was held on 25 October and
mad.e re corr:nend-ations including the folfor,ring:

(al llor.en e s organizations and unions for wonen, workers and farrners should
hold symposia a'rd neetings to improve the status of women and their basic role in
buildlng society and to clarify the traditions and customs that hinder theirpro{iress. These organizations shoul_d act for change, particularly in schools;

(b) Special- attention should be given to the elinination of illiteracy among
ffomen e particularly young girlsl

(c) School curricula in Arab countries should be reforned in order to ensuf,'e
that a positive inage of vomen is taught.
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n" Ar.h r'hqr='r . in .o-onFration uith
+ernily and vonen's progrernr,es in

t4̂lJ. Ihtr course l/as desl-ened to lrepare a nuc-Leus of r,ronen -Leaders in the CuLf area
h,ho lrou-ld be ab-I e to -inprcve Lhe sta-.)n.a-rds of prograrrles for rronen, estecially by
Lrain-in5 the fersonncl in Ehese prograrrmes in cheir oome countries. To bhis end,
the course had the fol1or,ring objectives:

(a) To enable participants to understanC the importance of training and to
consider altropriaLe nxethocls of nlanning and imple:-cnting t,ra-ining proAra'nms:r l

(b) To exa:nine the situation of 'women in the Gulf area, the obstacles to their
f1ll l inlpo-pr.ion i-tn fhe dFvpr .]nr.F orrl arnrorrial-e stt"a.r,eries for_rv }/- !euvJ

i mn1"orri r o tha .i rrrqi i ^n .

(c) To develop awareness of the need for effective co-operation between
various sectors and agencies workin6 for the Frorotion of woneni

(dl 10 enatle Lhe participants tc eychange experiences concerninc their r"rork
vit,h women and the organizar"ion of rraining fac-ilities for personnef in lheir
respective countries.

Tl^o nnrrrce 2l c. nrnl-i,-la,jl tl^e nnn^rf Ini, '" f^T aynar+ s i r vo.ren r s nrod?air-reS fIOILe4rruJ ,vr L^Prr ur ! !rvt_rq:-o

various -A-rab co.mLries ro discuss issues and to examine strategies for inteqrating
vomen int,o the devefopment process.
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ANNNX I

ies to the Convention Dis criminat ion
Educat ion

and Cul-tural

ed. on 14 December L
Conference o ted Nations Educ at Sctentific

zation" Status as at 31 1

Australia
Barbad-os

apnJ-ra l Afri arr limn i ra

Chi.Ie

Eevpt

r ln tano

France

Iraq
Israef
Jordan

Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Saudi Arabia
United Kingdon of Great Britain and Northern freland



ANIfNX ]]

sJ aFp< revij-c +^ Lhe Discrimination (Fmplolrnent and Occ.rDabion)
lnnrrcnl- j nn rirn-ied oh 25 ,t r),rF r o58 tv tt^e Ceneral Confercnce ol'
the Internationat t atoui brganiiition 

-Status 
a-s at 3f August 1978

Angola

Austria
Bangladesh

Barbados

Belgium

Bolivia
Chad

Gpr'ral f,eron ret i c oolrrlrliC

Guinea-Bissau

GWaIa

IIaiti
India
Iraq
I srael
Jamaica

Lebanon

Liberia
Nepal

Netherlands

Norway

Portugal
qat ar
irauoa ATaDIa

Tuni sia
United Arab Emirates
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ANNEX ]I]

Stateq narlies Lo th- Hutaan Ilesources feveloplrent, Convenl-ion,

rni t rg?B

Argentina
Cuba

Cl4)Ius

Ecuador

Iinl-and.

Guinea

lirrngary

l'{exi c o

l{icaragua

Norway

Spain

Sveden

Sr^ritzerland

ilnit.rd Kinrrdoln t-lf nT,.^t Britain and Northern Treland




