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I should be grateful if you would arrange for the attached statement of the
Australian Govermment on the question of Human Rights in Democratic Kampuchea to
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and Protection of Mincrities and included with any documents referred by the
Sub-Commission to the Commission on Human Rights.
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STATEMENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ON THE
QUESTION OF HUNAN RIGHTS TN DEMDCRATIC KAMPUGHEA

The Auetrallca Government has on a number of occasions ﬂxpressed lts deep
concern at persistent reports of gross violations of human rights in Kampuches.
This concern led us to support fully the decisicon taken gt the thmrty—fourth :
Sesgsion of the Commission on Human Righte. _

We recognize the difficulty of reliably establishing what is happening
within Kampuchea., BHowever, the overall consistency of the many reports which
have been received lend them a general credibility even if one might sometimes
question points of detail. The evidence noy submitted to the Sub-lommission
end other recent reports, including informgtion available to my Government,
make it clear that viclations of human rights are continuing.

Australisnsg have been shocked by these reports and are understandsbly anxicus
for the welfare of the Kampuchean pecple. After so many years of conflict in
the region, 1t was widely hoped that Kempuchea, in common with its neighbours,
might proceed with"a policy of réconciliation and reconsfrucition. This remaing
not only a national, but a regiohdl prioFity., Its atlaimment has been inhibited
by the internal pelicies af the Kampuchean Govermment., So also has Kampuchea's
ability to develop relations with countries which would otherwise be sympathetic:
to Kampuchea's neeﬁs and problems, countries which, like Australia, attach

importance to the ~independence and terrltorlal 1ntegr1ty of KEmpuchea. -

It is our hope, nevertheless, that the development of relations between
Kampuches and other countries, especilally those in the South Test Asian region,
will lead to an improvement in the conditions of life of the people of Kampuchea.
It is also our hope that the Commission on Human Rights, acting on your sdvice,
will conitribute effectlvely to that end.

In this respect, the Kampuchean Govermment will no doubt be given every
opportunity to co-operate with the Commission.



