
UNITED NATIOI 

E C O N O M I C 

A N D 

SOCIAL C O U N 

D i s t r . 
GEIISEAI. 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/414/Add.5 
15 August 1978 

O r i g i n a l s E N G L I S H 

COMMISSION ON ШШШ EIGHTS 
SUB-COMMISSION ON PEEVENTION OF DISCEBOTATION 

Al© PROTECTION OF MINORITIES 
T h i r t y - f i r s t sess ion 
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By t h i s s tatements Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l would l i k e to draw- the Commission's 
a t t e n t i o n , through the Suh-Commlssion, to the serious- a l l e g a t i o n s of v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s in Democratic Kampuchea made by re fugees vrho have l e f t the country 
s i n c e 1975' Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s deeply concerned by these a l l e g a t i o n s which 
inc lude cont inuing sunmiary e x e c u t i o n s , mal treatment , a r r e s t s and d isappearances . 

V e r i f i c a t i o n of d e t a i l s has been made d i f f i c u l t by the l ack of a c c e s s to the . 
country f o r independent o b s e r v e r s , and quei'ies and express ions of concern about 
s p e c i f i c r e p o r t s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s have not been answered by the Government 
of Democratic Kampuchea. In t h i s c o n t e x t , r e p o r t s by re fugees c o n s t i t u t e , t o g e t h e r 
with o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t s , the ma,in sources of information on the human r i g h t s 
s i tuat ion- in Democrat ic Kampuchea. 

As regards information avai la ,b le from o f f i c i a l s o u r c e s , Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
notes t h a t s i n c e 1975 no o f f i c i a l s ta tement has made any r e f e r e n c e to the e x i s t e n c e 
o f laws or j u d i c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s or procedures guaranteeing the r i g h t s of i n d i v i d u a l 
c i t i z e n s in Democratic Kampuchea. On the c o n t r a r y , the 1976 Cons t i tu t ion of • 
Democratic Kampuchea inc ludes loosely-worded p r o v i s i o n s which threaten fundamental 
human r i g h t s . For example, A r t i c l e 10 s t a t e s 2 

"Any s y s t e m a t i c a l l y h o s t i l e or d e s t r u c t i v e a c t i v i t y t h a t endangers the 
p e o p l e ' s S t a t e r e c e i v e s the most severe punishment. 

"Any c a s e b e s i d e s the above mentioned a c t i v i t i e s i s t r e a t e d by means of 
r e - e d u c a t i o n vrithin the S t a t e ' s organs or p e o p l e ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n s " ! / 

1/ U n o f f i c i a l t r a n s l a t i o n provided in 1976 by the former Mission of 
Democratic Kampuchea in P r a n c e . 

GE. 78-8431 
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A r t i c l e 20 (paragraph 2) s t a t e s J \ * ' 

"Any r e a c t i o n a r y r e l i g i o n i n t e r f e r i n g with Democratic Kam^chea and 
her people i s s t r i c t l y p r o h i b i t e d . " (2/ .<•''/ 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l has a l s o noted with concern the s tatement in 
September 1977 "by the Prime M n i s t e r of Democratic Kampuchea, Pol P o t , t h a t 
•"react ionary e lements" c a r r y i n g out a c t i v i t i e s " a g a i n s t the Cambodian r e v o l u t i o n " 
should be e i t h e r "educated" or " n e u t r a l i z e d " or " e r a d i c a t e d " . The Prime M n i s t e r 
dec lared in the same statement t h a t such "e lements " c o n s t i t u t e d "1 or 2fo o f the 
popula t ion" and t h a t they are regarded as "enemies" of Democratic Kampuchea.j/ 

On 20 March 1978s a broadcas t from Phnom Penh radio s t a t e d ; "V/e must 
a b s o l u t e l y avoid implementing P a r t y d i s c i p l i n e among.the masses by evoking f e a r 
o r by making t h r e a t s o f any kind, such as by saying t h a t anyone \7ho v i o l a t e s . 
P a r t y d i s c i p l i n e w i l l be punished or t o r t u r e d / ' j / This c l e a r l y . i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
the S t a t e recognizes i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the r e p r e s s i v e p r a c t i c e s which 
have o c c u r r e d . 

As f a r as i s knovra to Amnesty I h t e r n a t i o n a l the only attempts made bj the 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea to deny the a l l e g a t i o n s were s tatements by 
Foreign M i n i s t e r leng Sary who i s - r e p o r t e d to have denied in-.May 1977 t h a t 
"hundreds of thousands" had been executed (Reuter , 8-May ••1-977) and to have made 
a . s i m i l a r d e n i a l r e c e n t l y in Tokyo (Times, 14 June 1973)» 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s - p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned by the f o l l o w i n g a l l e g a t i o n s 
by re fugees from Democratic Kampucheas 

1 . Summary execut ions of many people because of t h e i r p o s i t i o n under the former 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , or because of t h e i r opiDOsition to o f f i c i a l p o l i c y . I t i s f u r t h e r 
a l l e g e d t h a t in some c a s e s r e l a t i v e s of those regarded as " t r a i t o r s " or "enemies" 
have a l s o been executed . Many re fugees have a l l e g e d t h a t l a r g e - s c a l e summary 
execut ions of o f f i c e r s of the former Reptiblican army occurred in 1975 and e a r l y 
1976, sometimes involv ing t h e i r fami ly .dependants , and t h a t many o f f i c i a l s of the 
former adminis t ra t ion were e i t h e r executed or "taken away" and never heard of 
a g a i n . More r e c e n t re fugee r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e t h a t a number of c i v i l and m i l i t a r y 
l e a d e r s of the present adminis t ra t ion were summarily executed in 1977 f o r at tempting 
to organize opposi t ion in various jprovinces of the c o u n t r y . The r e g i o n a l l e a d e r s 
a l l e g e d to have been executed in spr ing 1977 inc lude the s e c r e t a r y of the 
Oddar Meanchey/Siem Reap r e g i o n , named Soth , h i s deputy, -named Hien, the c h i e f of 
KoiiiyTOg--Ofaam r e g i o n , named Has, the s e c r e t a r y of Kompong Thom, named Seng, and 
o ther j u n i o r o f f i c i a l s from north of the c o u n t r y . 

2/ idem ' , . ' 

j / Speech by Premier Pol P o t , Pnnom Penh rad io of 28 September 1977, in BBC 
Summary of World B r o a d c a s t s , БЕ/5632/c/l. 

4/ BBC SVffi o f 2S March 197^, ИЗ/5773/в/5, and Le Monde o f I6/17 Apr i l 197S. 

_5/ Statement by F r a n 5 0 i s Ponchaud's s tatement in Os lo , A p r i l 1973. 
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Among o t h e r r e c e n t r e p o r t s i s t h a t of a re fugee named Chieu Kien, vrho -vrorked 
as a c a r p e n t e r in a f a c t o r y of Kompong Kol (Battambang p r o v i n c e ) u n t i l he f l e d . -
to Thailand in mid-March 1977» He has a l l e g e d t h a t 11 -"members" of the f a c t o r y 
were executed in February and e a r l y March 1977 f o r having connect ions with 
" t r a i t o r s " who had t r i e d to organize oppoa i t ion . Those a l l e g e d l y k i l l e d , included 
the manager of the f a c t o r y , Phok Lim, h i s b r o t h e r , Phok Lieng, workers from the 
f a c t o r y , Duong, Nan, Houl, Sarun, Chhat, and "members" of the I&mpong ICbl m i l i t a r y 
management, L'Aohar P h o l , Thol and Iu.ion. 6/ 

One of the ..most r e c e n t a l l e g a t i o n s of su.mmary execut ions was made by a boy 
aged 15, Yim Sot Tannaki t , who a r r i v e d in Thailand in March 1978. Yim Sot Tannakit 
a l l e g e d in June 1978 t h a t he had witnessed the execution of 77 v i l l a g e r s , accused 
of being " r e b e l l i o u s t i ' a i t o r s " , in a f o r e s t near the v i l l a g e of Utra (Siem Pieap 
p r o v i n c e ) in February 1978. Yim reported t h a t h i s f a m i l y was among,them. According 
to him, the v i l l a g e r s were taken to the f o r e s t with t h e i r arms t i e d behind t h e i r 
backs and were k i l l e d by Khmer Rouge s o l d i e r s by being h i t on the back of the 
neck with s h o v e l s . Yim f u r t h e r a l l e g e d t h a t he was h i m s e l f clubbed and l e f t f o r 
dead, but t h a t he survived and managed to f l e e , "jj 

2. A r r e s t and subsequent disappearance of people considered to have committed 
a c t s " h o s t i l e " to the S t a t e or to the a u t h o r i t i e s . I%ny re fugees have repor ted 
the disappearances of members of t h e i r f a m i l i e s , neighbours or c o l l e a g u e s v;ho 
were taken away on the orders of the a u t h o r i t i e s and never heard of a g a i n . I t 
has a l s o been a l l e g e d t h a t in some areas any a c t considered " d i s o b e d i e n t " by the 
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i s l i k e l y to be punished by them a t t h e i r d i s c r e t i o n tr i thout 
any process of law or formal s a f e g u a r d s . 

For i n s t a n c e , a re fugee named E a r S o t h , who vrorked in sugar-cane f i e l d s near 
Kompong Kol (Battambang p r o v i n c e ) u n t i l spr ing 1977s has a l l e g e d t h a t in 
June 1976 he saw a "Khmer Rouge" c a l l e d Clihen k i l l a boy who had asked him f o r 
some soup to e a t . 8/ E a r Soth s t a t e d in June 1978 t h a t he f l e d from 
Democratic Kampuchea in May 1977 because s i n c e February of t h a t year l o c a l l e a d e r s 
and s o l d i e r s around him (Kompong ..Коl/Batt^'.mband a r e a ) were disappearing every day, 
being "taken away" i>rith t h e i r arms t i e d b ;n ind t h e i r b a c k s . 2/ 

3. Use, in some a r e a s , of c r u e l , inhuman and degrading treatment a g a i n s t 
people who a r e deta ined or singled, out f o r e x e c u t i o n . Most s p e c i f i c i n s t a n c e s 
of maltreatment repor ted by eye-wi tnesses are r e l a t e d to k i l l i n g s o r summary 
e x e c u t i o n s , but some i n s t a n c e s o f maltreatment of de ta inees have a l s o been r e p o r t e d . 

A d e f e c t o r named Mao Sras a l l e g e d in June 1978 t h a t during the 1975/76 purges 
of personnel from the former a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , he witnessed the execut ion o f an 
e x - c a p t a i n , named Kiv San, and of a group of c h i l d r e n whom he had asked to k i l l 

б/ Ci ted in Frangois Ponchaud's s tatement in Oslo , Apri l 1978. 

2/ Times, I4 June I978 and I n t e r n a t i o n a l Herald T r i U m e , 15 June 1978. 

0/ Statement by E a r Soth a t Oslo in A p r i l 1978. 

2/ Statement by Ear Soth during a press conference in P a r i s on 29 June 1978. 



Е/СЖ . 4/ЭаЬ-. 2/414/Acld. 5 
page 4 

with an i ron b a r , Mao .Sras - who was a d i s t r i c t o f f i c i a l ( t h i r d in rank in the 
d i s t r i c t ) in Kompong Cham province u n t i l June I976 - s t a t e d t h a t he r e f u s e d to k i l l 
them but saw i t done by o t h e r s . He f u r t h e r a l l e g e d t h a t he saw s e v e r a l o f h i s 
"comrades who had served the r e v o l u t i o n " being "massacred" and t h a t he was h i m s e l f 
a r r e s t e d a t the end of June 1976 and he ld f o r one month and seven days chained 
by the xiraist to a pos t v/ith h i s arms t i e d by manacles . lO/ 

A re fugee named Kong Samrach, who worked in a v i l l a g e near Staung (Kompong Thorn 
p r o v i n c e ) from December 1975 t i l l June 1977s a l l e g e d t h a t men and women who were 
found to have sexual r e l a t i o n s h i p s o u t s i d e marriage were a r r e s t e d , b r u t a l l y 
mut i la ted and l e f t to d i e . He repor ted t h a t the head of h i s v i l l a g e had povrer 
of l i f e and death over the v i l l a g e r s and c i t e d the example of a man c a l l e d Buonna 
who xms executed f o r r e f u s i n g to give a t i n of r i c e and milk to Ыо guards who 
were s e a r c h i n g h i s h u t . l l / 

A Swedish j o u r n a l i s t , E r i k P i e r r e , repor ted in J u l y 1976 on a Vietnamese 
f a m i l y who had spent s e v e r a l months in a labour camp f o r f o r e i g n e r s in 
Democratic ICampuchea b e f o r e they re turned to Vietnam in e a r l y 1976. According 
to the account of one of the f a m i l y ' s r e l a t i v e s , the camp \ras s t r i c t l y guarded 
and he ld about 5,000 people,- mainly Vietnamese.and Chinese , who were separa ted . . 
i n t o groups of about 200 people5 no . contac t betv-;een the groups was allowed and 
people who did not f u l f i l the vrork requirements were beaten with s t i c k s . He 
f u r t h e r repor ted t h a t no one in the f a m i l y had seen anybody be ing beaten to d e a t h , 
but t h a t they had heard of such c a s e s . E r i k P i e r r e noted t h a t i t was u n c l e a r from 
t h i s r e p o r t whether or not the whole camp had been d i s s o l v e d towards the end of 
1975. 12/ 

4. D isc r iminat ion a g a i n s t var ious groups of the population depending on t h e i r 
s o c i a l or r e l i g i o u s background, and the f o r c e d a s s i g n a t i o n of groups o f people 
to work camps, e n t a i l i n g r e s t r i c t e d freedom and r e s u l t i n g f o r many in s e p a r a t i o n 
from t h e i r f a i T i i l i e s . 

An a r t i c l e in the Malaysian reviexir. I s lamic Herald of October/Fovember 1977 s 
presented. intervi&-';s with three unnamed Mi-slim re fugees f r o a Kampuchea who 
a l l e g e d t h a t the Chams (Cambodian Muslims, whose l a r g e s t concentra t ion was in 
Kompong Cham province be fore 1975) have been s y s t e m a t i c a l l y d i s p e r s e d , prevented 
from p r a c t i s i n g r e l i g i o n and speaking the Cham language. The re fugees gave the 
names of Muslims - r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s and e x - g o v e r n m e n t . o f f i c i a l s - who чете 
executed a f t e r A p r i l 1975» These i n c l u d e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , the Kadhi, Imam Tabib 
Alimad, Tuan Syahid A l i and o t h e r s , a l l e g e d l y executed in mid-June 1975 a t Kompong 
D e r a s , Kerucbaa d i s t r i c t , f o r performing prayers i n s t e a d of a t t e n d i n g a meeting 
c a l l e d by a l o c a l Khmer Rouge l e a d e r ; ten o thers - named in the a r t i c l e - x-rexe . 
a l l e g e d l y executed l a t e r in the same p l a c e f o r p e t i t i o n i n g the l o c a l l e a d e r about • 
marriage p r a c t i c e s imposed by the a u t h o r i t i e s . According to one of the r e f u g e e s 
c i t e d in the a r t i c l e , the №.slim population of Kbmpong Rakapram (Kompong Cham) 

10/ Statement by Mao Sras during a press conference in P a r i s , 29 June 1978. 

1 1 / Statement by Kong Samrach in Oslo in A p r i l 1978. 

12/ "Stredish cor respondent ' s r e p o r t on Vie tnamese ' re fugees from Cambodia" 
in BBC SWB of 12 J u l y 1976, БЕ/5257/А3/1. 
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was dispersed in 1976 in t h i s \ia.yi on 1 Februarj ' ' 1976 a meeting was organized in 
Kompong Rakapram by a l o c a l l e a d e r nauned Broum Samit who i n v i t e d the Muslims who 
wished to leave luimpuchea to r e g i s t e r t h e i r names and on 15 February they x^ere 
taken away in 25 t rucks dr iv ing towards Battambang. Half-v/F.y, a t Pursat on 
16 February , seven of the t rucks took the road to L i a j , whi le the o t h e r 18 headed 
tovrards Mong E e s e i ? a t Mong R e s e i , each f a m i l y was t ra ,nsferred i n t o one bu l lock 
c a r t and taken to Kompong Kocha and towards Kompong Guah. The re fugee a l l e g e d 
t h a t the Muslim f a m i l i e s were l a t e r s e p a r a t e d , each f o r c e d to l i v e with l a r g e r 
groups of non-Muslims, forbidden to meet or assemble in a group and to p r a c t i c e 
r e l i g i o n , and t h a t Maslim youths were separated from t h e i r p a r e n t s . 15/ 

Many re fugees of o t h e r r e l i g i o u s persua.sions have reported the c l o s u r e of 
churches and pagodas, the execution or disappearance of many r e l i g i o u s l eaders 
and the p r o h i b i t i o n to p r a c t i c e r e l i g i o n . Yugoslav j o u r n a l i s t s \-rho v i s i t e d 
Democratic Kampuchea in March 1978 were t o l d by the M i n i s t e r of Culture and 
Educat ion , Yun Y a t , t h a t Buddhism i s incompatible with the goals of the r e v o l u t i o n 
and i s " a r e l i c of the p a s t , f o r g o t t e n and s u r p a s s e d . " I 4 / 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s aware t h a t many a l l e g a t i o n s of human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s 
by re fugees remain uncorrobora ted . Ho^-rever, the number and c o n s i s t e n c y of these 
grave a l l e g a t i o n s give cause f o r grave concern . A nonpart isan examination o f a l l 
a v a i l a b l e information i n d i c a t e s t h a t fundaisental human r i g h t s are be ing g r o s s l y 
v i o l a t e d in Democratic ICampuchea. 

Amnesty I n t e r n a t i o n a l would welcome any s teps taken by the Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea to al low independent i n t e r n a t i o n a l observers to c a r r y out 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s within the c o u n t r y , and to s e t up appropr ia te mechanisms to p r o t e c t 
the fundamenta-l human r i g h t s of i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s in Democratic Kampuchea. 

I j / "Fa te of Mislims in ICampuchea" by Date Alimad Nordin, in I s lamic Herald 
V o l . 3, Жо. 6/7, October/November 1977? pp. 3-14. 

14/ E x c e r p t s from d i s p a t c h by Tan jug 's s p e c i a l co i respondent , Slavko S t a n i c , 
in BBC SWB of 28 March 1 9 7 8 , FE/5775/B/5. 
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