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I. INTFODUCTIO}I

L Fy his nore of 1! Septembey 1977 (q/31/aLt ), tne Sec reta r;/-Ceneral report,ed r

in the context of the proposed pro8rarnme budget for the biennium 1978-1979, on the
Drosress of coraulerization of rreaty infor:aLior_ and on r,1c rcgistration aro
publica.Lior o1' Lreaties and international agreenenls pursua"-L ro Arr--Lc e 102 uf
the Charter of the United Nations. Taking into a_ccount that the only stecific
proJosal eontained in his note (paras. 2! to 3\) concerned the inr:lementat j. on of
the General Assembl.r regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter and
did not havc f-ina-ci;'l innl ications he ee'erai ^ssenbly) at its 5th plenary
meeting on 23 September 1977" decided to refer thc Secretarlr General's note to the
Sixth Comrittee.

2. At its 33rd rneeting, on 3f October a9TT " the Sixth Corrdttee established an
infornal r,rorkinp grouo io d-al vith tt-e rall.er. the rlorking Crou_o I'as collposed
of the folloving States, '*'hich ha-d been designated by the Connittee on a regional
basis or which had decid-ed to accept the Corunitteers invitation to take part in
the voak of the l,trorking Group: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Byelorussian Soviet
Socraltst Heputr-Llc, Finfand, France, fndia, fsraef, Pofand, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Surinam, Swazilarid, Togo, Tunisia" United Kingdom of Great Sritain and ldorthern
Ireland arld United States of America.

3, The l,iorking Group devoted thTee neetings to i,h,- question, on lC and 22 i\io./ember
and 1 Decenber. The report of the l,torhing Group contains the Sixth Corunittee
(A'C,6/3? 5) and a susary o.f the discussions helct oy the ilorrinr Croup
(A,/ c. 6 / 32 / i / a.dd. r) .
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TI. PROFOSAL

1.. AL ilr J.d neet,irg, on I necenber 7)17, ahe Norking Group adolt^d, witnout a
vote, the text of the draft resolution (A/C.6/3?/5) to be subraitted to the Sixth
Conmittee.

,. At tlle 65th rneeting, on 7 December, the Chairman of the Working Graup
introduced the draft resolution (A/C.6/32/r) which the Sixth Conrnittee adonted by
consensus (see para. 6 letor-).

6. The Sixth Conmittee r"econmends to the Genera^I Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution :

Conputerization of treaty information and registration and publication
of tveaties and international agreements pursuant to Article 102 of

the Charter of the United Nations

Tltr-ls:srel-le:sl!-]r,
Having considered the Se cretary-General ' s note concerning the computerization

.f '.-a11w inf^rrn-i-:^h .rI fhF reois-rptin- pnd lublication of treaties and
i,'cnrr' " nl.l.suanL Lo Article 102 of Lhe Charler of the United
Nations , 1/

Recalfing the General Assembly regulations to give effect to Article 102 of
the Charter of the United Nations - as set forth in Assembly resolutions 97 (lJ of
1)+ Decenber 19\5, 36)+ B (Iv) of l December 19[9 and ]+82 (v) of 12 December l95o -
as vell a.s its resolutions 25[ A (rII) of 3 x]ovember 191+8, 361+ (IV) of
1 Decenber f9L9 and 1092 (XT) of 2? February 1957,

\lso rec.lling irs recocrnendatjo'r, made on 1l+ Decemoep 1!?L at ils
)?torh -rahry1. ha^, iro ^^r.a-hiFo r4a h^rj.i.erions Lhat SLares and inuernaLiona_I
organizations !/ depositaries of multilateral treaties are calfed upon to send to
the Secretariat , 3,/

I:oL-lnp Lnat the UniLed Nations Treaty Tnformation System, which is expecled
!o become fuJly olerational at the beginning of 1978, has been conceived as an

open svsLer, cal)able ot' uti.Liz-ing not on.Ly lhe Cat'a resu-rting from rhe regiscration
process urder 4-rticle 102 of ttre Charter, but all data relating to treaties and
irternationa-L agreernents, regardless of Lheir origin,

U A/32/2rl.
2/ llherever it appears in the resolution, the terro "lnternational

orqanizations" is underst,ood, in the light of the 1969 Convenlion on the Law of
Treaties, as anplying to int ergovernmental organizations. tr'or the text of the
Convention, see A/CONF. 39 /II/ Acd.2 (United Nations publication, Sales
No . E. 70 . v. 5 ) , pp. 28?-301 .

3/ Official Records of the General Asseubly, Twenty-ninth Se-ss+on,
supplenent IIo. 3f @/963r) " p. 1\9 (other decisions, agendil iten 67) 
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Recalfing that the General Assembly has consistently taken the view thattres.ties and international agreements should be published with the feast possible
defay and that, in this respect, an interval of one year between registration andpubllcation has generally been held to be rea_sonable,

, Noting in this connexion that, according to the infornation provided by the
secretary-Gene ra1 , the intervaf between regis+-ration and publication of treaties
and international agreement s had reached firre years as an average at 31 July l9T?,while the delay in the adninistrative process of registration itself arnounted to
twenty nonths,

Enphasizes anew the importance of havi.ng every treaty and. every
international agreement registered and published as soon as possible in accordancewith A-rticle 102 of the charter and the ceneral Assembly regulations to give effect
thereto;

2, Requests the Secret ary-General to initiate forthvith ? within the neans
available and in co-operation, as appropriate, with the speciatized agencies an d,
other international organizations concerned, such measures as would contribute
towards the reduction of the current arrears, both in the flerd of registration
and in the field of publication of treaties and internationaf agreements;

3. Arproves, as a tenDorary neasure, the proposals of the Secretary-General
contained in paragraphs 29 to 3! of his note vith resard to the lublication oftreaties and international asreements :

)+. Requests the Secretary-General to approach as soon as possible the
Governments and international organizations concerned, especially those thtr,t act
as depositaries of nultilateral treaties and agreenents, in order to ascertain the
best means of putting the united Nations Treaty rnformation system to fufl use for
the benefit of the international comnunity;

5, .4fSg_leg3g-E! s the Secretary-Genera.I to renort to the ceneral A.ssenbly,
at its thirty-third session, on the inplenentation of the presen'u reso-lution:,

6. Decides to incl,ude in the provisional agenda of its thirty-thiTd session
an iten entitred "Registration and publication of treaties and internationaf
agreements pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United llationsrt




