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]NTIR]\TATIO}IAL COVNIIAI]TS O}I IruIAliI RTGHTS

Status of the fnternatlonal covenant on ilconomic, Social
and Cultura.I Riehts" the Interaational Covenant on Civil
----:---=---:----and Political Richts and the Oltional Pratocol to the

---1-_i::--
International Covenant on Civil and Political Eights

@

I . -l^e Cenerll ^ssenbly by its resolution 22OO ,^. (.iyT) or 16 lecenber 1056
adopted an,.L opened for signature" ratification or accession the lnternational
tlnrr--a-t nn trnnnnrnin c.cir I anr'l Crrlt-rrrr.l Richts +L6 rn+arnati^rAl C^vanant on
C] v] | ,en,J Pr Iri1.'.I Rr,.hf'e a-,.1 th^ On-.ic-al Dr^Joeol to the fnteTnalional Covena"rt
on Civil and -olitica-L cishts, and expressed bhe hope that the Covenants and the
n-tinnrl Dv.f..^r i.^..tj be sisned^ rati I.ied o]- ac.p.to,{ io ,.r.i irnrrr 4Flav and }iOUld
come into TorcF al an earlv date" The Assenb-Ly also requesLen bhe Secretary General
to submit to its future sessions reports concerning the state of ratifications of
I.he Covenants and of t.he Opl-iona-L Protocol. rn response to that reou-st" reporbs
on the status of the International Covenants ancl the Oltional Protocol have been
sub-jtted annually Lo Lhe Ce"leral Asserbly since itr tventy-seconcl sess-ion i\ Ig(:/ "

?" Both Covenants and the Optional ProLoco.l uere opened for signalure al 'elr York
cn 19 lecenber 1966. In accordance rqith their respective provisions, l/ the
Trt-rral,iorrf Covenant on Fcononic, gocial and CulLrrral qif'hbs entered into Coi:ce
on 3 Janaary 19161 tlne Tnternational Covenant on Civil and ?o1itica1 Rights entered
into force on 23 l.{arch 1!J6, three months after the date of deposit vith theqec-e'ary.Cen-rai of the UniLed 'lac-ions ot' the thirty-fiflh jnstrurent of
ratification or a-ccession. and the Oltional Protocol to the International Covenant
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t/ trticte zT
artlcle 4y ot the
Optional Protocol.
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of the Covenant on Econonic, Sociaf and Cultural Rights,
Covenant on Civil and Political Fiflhts and article 9 of the
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on Civil and Political Rights, having teceived the required. number of ratificationsor accessionsl entered into force simultaneously vith that covenant on 23 l,.{arch 19?6.

3. ry its resol ,tion 32/66 of 8 Decenbcr lq"?, the Gener"al Asserbly noted r.rith
appreciation that fofloving its appeal several lleuber states had acceded to the
Tnternatic'nal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the fnternational
Covenant on Civif and Folitical Fights and invited all States which had not yet done
so to become parties to both covenants as l^retI as to consider the possibilities of
acceding to the optional Protocol to the rnternational covenant on civil andPolitical Rights. The ceneral As serably also requested the secretary-,General tosdbnit to the Assembly at its thirty-third session a report on the ;tatus of the
Covenants and the optional protocoi.

lr. As at 1 geptember 1978, the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
had been ratified or acceded to by jz states; the covenant on civil and political
Fights had been ratified or acceded to by 50 states; and the optional protocol tothe covenant on civil and Political Rights had been ratified or acceded to bJ'
lQ states. rn addition, 19 states had signed the covenant on Economic, social andcultural Rights; 20 states had signed the covenant on civil and poritical Fights;
and 10 states had signed the Optional protocol. 2/ The list of states r,rhi ch have
signed" ratified or acceded to the covenants andlhe optional protocolr as well asthe dates of their signatures o ratifications or accessions, may be found in
annexes T to IIT of the present report.

5" Upon ratification of the Tnternational Covenant on Civil and Politica] Rights,the Governments of Denmark, !,inland, Gernany, Federal Republic of, Norl.ray, S'reden
and the United Kingdoro have made the declaration provided for under article l+1 ofthat covenant, recognizi,ng the competence of the Human Rights conmittee, established
ur:der article 28 of the Covenant, to receive rnd consid-er corununications to theeffect that a State party claims that another State party is not fulfifling itsobligations under the covenant, The connittee shal1 be conpetent to exercise thefunctions provided for r-rnder article l+l- when at least 10 states narties to the
Covenant have, r.aC e such declarations.

6" As regarcls the International Covenant on Econonic" Social and Cultural Rights,the Econouic and social council , at its first regular session of r9?8, had before itreports subnitted by a number of States parties, in accordance vith articles
1b and 17 of the Covenant and the reporting prograrme outlined in Councit resolution
19BB (Lx) of 11 l4ay I97€, ' as r.rell as a report submitted by the fnternational Labcurorganisation under article 18 of the Covenant. By its deiision I97g /IO of
3 l4ay 1978, the Council established, for the purpose of assisting it in theconsid.eration of reports subnitted by States p"ril"", a sessionai vorking grcup
co"lDosed o^ 15 nenbers of the Council which are also States Darties to the Covenant,
on the basis of three memtrers from each regional group " The council decided alsoto invite the following ta participate in the proceedings of the working group asobservers; (a) other members of the councir i ll) states parties to the covenant

2/ See annexes f to TIf belowe fcot.-note b/,
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which are not menbers of the Council: (c) Member States which express interest in
the deliberations of the Working Group; and (a) tne representatives of the
srecialized agencies concerned, vhen matters falting vithin their respective fields
of competence are considered. The Council also decided to review its decision at
its first regular session in 1981 , taking into account the principle of equitable
geographical distribution and the increase in the number of States parties tc the
Covenant.

T" T\. Councit, by the sane decision, r^quected the I'orkj no Croun to precare for
its consideraticn recornmendat ions on its nethads of work in connexion fiith the
reports of States parties to the Covenant. Furthermore, in order to facifitate the
'work of the sessional working group, the Cor-rnci1 , by its decision 19TB/9 of
3 l'{ay 1978, requested the Secretary*ceneral to prepare an analyticaf sunmary, based
on the pener aJ guide-Lines drawn up oursuant Lo the procedure established by the
Council foa the implementation af the Covenant, of the reports submitted by States
parties in accordance with articles 16 and lT of the Covenant. The Council also
decided that the vorking gToup shalf be provided w-ith suumary records of its
proceedings,

B, The Council, recalting that in its resolution tgBB (LX) it had decided that
States parties to the Tnternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
which submit reports under that Covenant need not subnit reports on similar
questions under the reporting procedure establlshed under Council resolution
107)+ c (XXXIX) of 28 JuIy 1965, decided by its resolut ion IgTB/?a of 5 l,fay 19TB to
also exenpt states parties to the rnternational covenant on civil and political
Rights from submitting reports on sinilar questions under the periodic reporting
procedure established under Economic and Social Council resolution 1OT1+ C (XXXIX).

9, As regards the Covenant on Civil and political Rights, the Human Rights
Conmittee held its third session at United Xlations Office at ceneva from
16 January to I lebruary lpl8 and its fourth session at United lYations Headquarte"s
from 10 July to 2 August 1978. The Committee has found it necessary, in order to
keep abreast of the wor1k, to hold an additionat session which will take llace at
Geneva from 23 October to 3 November 19T8. since the corrnittee's annual report
covering its activities during the calendar year 19?B ffiIl be adopted at the end
of this additional session, it may not be ready for submission, thaough the
Econonic and sociar cor:ncil , to the ceneral assembly at its thirty-third session.
The Chairnan, at the request and on behalf of the Condttee, has sent on
I August 19T8, a letter informing the President of the Economic and Social Council
accordingly and through hin to the Presid.ent of the Generaf Assemblv.



AJ-geria

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados

BeJ.giun

Bulgari a

Byelorussian Soviet

Canada

un1_Le

unana D/

Colonbia.

Costa Hica

Qrprus

Czechcsl,ovakia

Demark

Dorcinican Republic
Ecuad.or

Eevpt

.t!-L Datvaoor

Date of_i----_-:--
slAnature

_LU Ljecemoel _Lyoo

'ro r'^L-,,.-., ro6.q

l8 nF.aml'FF 1O72

B Octoter t96B

I 6 Sanf AhhAr 'l 060

c_L lecemDel ayoo

_Ly !ecemoer -Lyoo

9 January 1957

7 October 1968

20 it{arch 1968

20 qah+6h}\^F r.l(7

4 Aueust 1957

21 September 1957

A/T/a49

Annex I

n'io ^f raaai hn ^f
the insi nrxent of
ratification or

acces sion

l-0 Decenber 1975

) ,J anuary ry I 5 g!

t l cdn+amhar 't o7n

12 Novenber 1973

19 May ]976 il
10 February 1972

29 October 1969

zy llovemDer -Lyoo

2 Aprir 1969

23 Decerober 1975

o t an]'laTy Dtt
4 J anuaJxr ryta a
6 laarcn 1959

ANITEX I

list ol States vhich have siened, ratified or acceded
to the International Covenant on Economic " Social and

Cult ural Richts

Socialist Republic 19 l4ar ch 1968
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Finland.

Germar lemocratic Republic

Ge"many, Fealeral Republic of
Guinea

Guyara

Honduras

Ilungary

Iceland
Ira&
Iraq
Irel-and

Israel
It al-y

Jamai ca

Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia
Libyan Arab Ja.:nahiriya

Luxembourg

ivladagas car

Mali
]"lnft a

liauritius
i{ongolia
i{oxocco

Netherlands

New Zealard

Date of
s ignature

11 October 1967

?7 l"Iarch 1973

9 October 1958

2B T'cl'zrrrrr I o57

22 Arrcrrc+ I oAR

"Ly uecem0e.r l-yoo

", 
Mardn !969

30 Deceraber 1968

\ april rP68

-LO IeDruary lyoy
f October 1973

_Ly uecenoe.r _Lyoo

_Lo J anuary -Lyo I

-Ly lecemDer -tyoq

"O 
r{.rr 'l o7R

30 Jurte 1972

fB Aprit 1967

za 1\ovemDer _LyJ+

J-+ Arrrr- -L Jy IU

22 October 1968

) J une -LyDo

c) June lyoy
_LZ L'JOVember _LyOO

ne+a ^f ranei nt nf
the instrument of
ratification or

ac ces s ion

19 Aueust 1975

o 1'lovenDer ly I J

17 December 1973

2l+ January 1978

15 February 1977

1T January 1974

1+ JrnTe I9 l>

25 J arrtary L97\

3 October 1975

28 M^y a97,

7 Inay 1972 a'l

J L\OVemDer r9 lt al

15 May I97a !

22 Septernber 19?1

16 Juty r97\ 4

f2 December 197 3 Ll
fB I'lovember L974



State

Norway

Panama

Peru

Philippines
Po].s.nd

Portugal-

nomania

Rwanda

Sene€a1

SFain

Surina.ne

S1"redeil

Srrri on 
^za]- 

P6h1,l'1 i ^

Tunisia
Ukraini.an Soviet

Sccialist Republic

Union .of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Unit ed. Kingdom of creat
Britain €rd Northern
Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

United States of Anerica
Uruguay

Venezuefa

Yugosl.avia

Zaire

the Secre -General Performs DeDosi Functions; List of S

a/ Acc ession.
b/ The lists in annexes I to III do not include the signature of the two

Covenants and the Optional Protoco.l on behalf of the Republic of China on
5 October 1957. Tn this connexion, see: ltrote concerning signatures, ratificr-tiorrs
accessions, etc. on behal-f of china, in I'{u1ti1ateral Treaties in respect of l,rhich

Date of-:----*
qr o?r 511r]?e

20 lviarch 1!68
27 Ju]ry I97 6

11 August 19?7
'lQ ncncnrl,ar lo66

2 Mar cb 1967

7 october 19?6

27 June 1958

6 Jdy 1"9?o

2A qan+^n?.-- I o"(

2P Septenber 1967

30 April 1P6B

20 I''Iarch f96B

18 l.larctr 1968

16 Septenber 1P5B

5 Qctober 1977

2 r li'pr?rlq Fr 'r oKz

2\ June 1969

I Au€ust 1967
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Date of receiDt of
the instnrment of
t"tlri"o,-iIA-"-

accession

I ? q^h+ahliar 'l O72

8 l{arch 19?7

28 April 1978

7 June 1971+

1B l"Iarc]n a977

3f July 1978

9 December 1974

16 April 1975 d
13 February 1978

27 Aprll 1977

zo ljecemDer 19 to al

o ueceaDer l-y tr-

21 April 1969 il
18 llarch 1969

J_O UCtOOer ry f 5

12 lJoverrrber 1973

20 l4av :-976

1l- Jr.rrre r9T 6 
"/

I April 1970

10 Matr 1978

2 June f971

-L I\lOVeUOer ry IO al

Ratifications" Accessions, Etc. as of
sates llo.8.78.v.6).

ted Nat ons publication,



Algeria
Argentina
Australi a

Austria
larbados

Belgiun

Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet Soci aI i st

Renubli c

Canada

Chife

China E/

Colonbia

Costa lica
Cyprrs

Czechoslovakia

Dennark c/
lloninican Republi c

ncuador

Ecvpt

E1 Salvador

rfnlano c/

Cerflan Democrar ic Re_oubli c

G-r-any, FeCerol Fefubl ic of c/
Guinea

Guyana

Da,te of
:i.. r'..1, I19

10 Decerber 1!68

19 February 1968

18 Decenber 1972

10 Decenber 1973

10 Decernber 1P68

B Octoler 1968

f9 l{arch 1968

ro beptemoer -Lyov

z_L L,rece]rloeT -Lyoo

19 necember 1966

19 December 1966

7 October 1958

20 March 1968

)+ Aprir 1p6B

l+ August f96T

z L i)€plemoer ,Lyo I

11 october 1957

27 \laycll 19'13

9 October 1968

28 Februa-ry 1957

22 Au.gust 1!58

t-/Tlr\9

,anne:: II
I)a8e 1

l!+A 
^f 

eoao i rr+ nf::.::'_:_:i_::-:. ::-L-_Y--_Y_:
'bhe :lnstrunen-t of

TCIar lCtIfon Or
accessl_on

5 January f973 il

2l Sorfpnhet I O7O

12 Novenber 1973

Iq \tay 1976 a/
10 lebruart 1972

29 october I969

29 il.lo velrb ez' 195 8

2 Aprr:l 1959

23 Decerr.ber 1t75

5 January 1972

l+ ,Tanuary t97I il
5 tlar ch 1-959

19 Aueust 1975

o rovemoer ry IJ
17 Decenber 1973

l4 .r anuaTY aylo
'1 5 Fchrrrqrrr lA77

I"].II']EX II

list of States lrhich have siGned, Tatifr:ed or acced.e,d to
the International Ccvenant on C j vi1_anC Politicq.l Fights
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Honduras

Hungary

fceland
Tran

Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamai ca

Japan

.Iordan

Kenya-

Lebanon

Liberia

Luxenibourg

l,iadagas car

itarl

l,iauritius
!'longolia

l'lorocco

iietherlands

I'lerr Zealand

l;lcrvay c/
Panarla

Peru

Phililpines
Poland

Poftugal

Date of
!-!g:Iss-

19 Decenber 1966

25 !.tarch 1969

30 Decernber 1968

l+ rpril 1Q6B

18 gebruary 1959

1 October 19?3

19 December 1966

rR -r".,'errr la67

19 December 1966

30 I'{e"y 1978

30 June 1972

18 April 196?

5 June 1968

19 January 1977

25 hrre L969

12 Nowember 1968

20 March 1968

27 JlIy 1976

11 August 1977

19 Decenrber 1966

2 March 1967

7 October 1976

Date of Teceipt of
the instrument of
r.!i$_e.,t_iT_n

,.ccl:lsicn

1T January 19TL

2)+ June 19?5

3 October 197 5

28 Mw I9'f5

I l\ay I97? !
3 llovember \9'f 2 il

15 laay 1970 a/

16 July 197 \ 4
12 Decenber 1-973 il
18 lilovenber 197\

8 March 197?

28 April 1978

18 March 1977

15 June 1978

26 llovember 197L

t7 Septeniber 1969 21 Jrme 19?1



State

Romania

Fr'ran da

Senegal

Spain

Surinarne

Swecien c/

Syrian Arab Republi c

Tuni si a

Ukrainian Sovi.et Sociali st
Fclubli c

Urr r'r'1 ot Sov-ret Socra-Lrst
Petr)ub1i cs

-Brf t af n anCt lJOrtfrern
rerano c/

uni tca Fepiofj c of -a:rza-ni:.

tjnat ed Sta1,es ct Amerrca

Ururguay

Venezuela

IUgOs_Lavaa

Zarre

Date of
-9-ii4.f-tury-

27 .Tune 1958

6 July r97o

28 Septernber 19?5

29 Ser'rt erber 1957

30 Auil ]958

20 l{arch 1968

18 l{arch 1968

16 Seltember t96B

! October 19TT

2I f'ebruary 1957

2l+ June 1969

B Aueust 1957

article 41 of the Covenant.
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Date of receipt of
the instrr.uiLent of

rltification or
a"ccessl0n

9 LrecelrtDer ry l4

16 April L9T5 4
13 lebruarY 1978

2T A-pril I97T

28 Decenber f9l6 g/
o lecenoer _Ly ir

21 April 1969 ?/

IB March 1969

12 llovember 1973

16 october 1973

2a May 1976

11 June 1976 a/

1 April 1970

10 r,lay 1978

z .,une ry t r

1 llovenber 1976 a/

a/ Ac ces s ion.
b/ See anne:; T, fr:ot.-notc b/.
c/ Made the declaration under
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A..lll\iEX TII

List of States which have signed" ratif led _gl_eqc_gqeg_ !_o _t_!g
Opticnaf Protocol to the Internatio4al- Covenan!-ln Civil and

Political nights

late of
c10halrr,.F

10 Decem.ber 1973

c_L lecernoer -L yoo

_Ly lecemoer lyoo
_Ly uecernuer J yoo

20 xfarch 1958

\ April 1968

L_L fJeCemDer _191C I

19 Itlarch I97 5

-Ly !ecemoer _Lyoo

30 Ar:ril 1975

Iy rJecemDer _Lyoo

-L / Septenber ayoy

c)June _Lyoy

20 l4arch 1968

tt .) rj'ry ryta
11 August 1977

1 August 1978

_Ly uecemoer _L yco

5 "rury r9?o

Date of receipt of
the instrt:ment of
ratificalion or

accession

I January r9T 3 4
19 ttay 1976 a/

29 Cctober 1969

29 Novernber 1968

b (1anuary ty 1z

\ January r97B L/
6 l,,{arch 1959

19 r\ugust 19?5

October l-975

June 1971

lecemoer tYlS a./

I l.,larch 197?

Austria
Barbados

Canada

untna D/

Cofomlia
l-os1]a. llr ca

C14)rus

llennark

Dominican Republic

Ecuailor

E1 Salvador

Finland
Guinea

Honduras

ftaly
Jamaic a

l{adagascar

Mauritius
lTetherlands

lilorway

Panama

Peru

Portugal

Senegal-

3

2I
12

13 February 1978
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Stat e

Surinane

Swedcn

Venezuela

Z:rire

2B

5

l_

10

1

21

15

Sellt emner -L yo J

Ieoruary 1yt] I

Mvemoer _Ly to

]uto nf renoi rf nf

ratificati.on or
ac ces s aon

lecemoer 19 Io

Decenber f971

April 1970

May 19?B

lJovellrber i y 1b

z/
h/

Accession.

Sce e"nnex TJ foot-note b/.




