WEIVISTON

OF

LRI
‘-\:}';.‘;'1’}.."__:“_!_:; ASom

N 1T o F TMELY AFFATRS
UNITED NATIONS _
Disgtr.
el . GENERAL
GeENERAL
A/33/257

22 September 1978

ASSEMBLY

ORIGIMAL: THNGLISH

Thirty-third session
Agenda item T2

POLICIES AWD PROGRAMMES RELATTIHNG TO YOUTH

International Youth Year

Report of the SBecretary-General

CONTTNTS

Paragraphs Page

L. INTRODUCTICE . . . & & v v v v e v e e e e e e 1 -4 2
II. VIeWS OF MEMBER STATES CONCERNING THE TROCLAMATION
OF AN INTEREWATIONAL YOUTH YEAR . . . . . . . o o 4 « . 5 -6 3
ITIT. PROPOSALS FOR THL OBSERVARCE OF AN INTFRUATIONAL
YOUTH YEAR . . . . . . . . . C e . 7T - 22 3
A General principles . . . . . . . . « 4 4 4 . . . 13 - 15 b
B. Activities at the international level . . . . . . 16 - 19 g
a. Activities at the national and regional levels 20 - 22 G

T8-20456 . /oo



AJ33/257

Fnglish
Page 2
I. INTRODUCTION
1. The present report has been prepared in response 1o General Assembly

resolution 32/13Lk of 16 December 1977 entitled “Youtk in the contemporary world~’.
In considering the report, the Assembly may wish to recall Feonomic and Social
Council decision 1973/LT of 2 August 1978 in which the Council, inter alia,
requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report, taking into account
experiences of previous international yvears which could form the hasis for
establishing uniform criteria and procedures o be applied to the proclamation,
organization and evaluation of all ruture international years. The Council also
decided to consider the Secretary-General's report at its second regular

session, 1979. In this connexion, it may also be appropriate to note that =
growing concern has been expressed in the legislative organs of the United Nations
over the preiiferation of international years.

2. In its resolution 32/13L4, the General Assembly recalled that since 1965
numerous resolutions on the situation, needs and aspirations of yeuth had been
adopted by the Assembly and the Fconomic and Social Council; recognized the
profound importance of the direct participation of youth in shaping the future of
humenity; expressed its conviection that an international youth year could usefully
serve to mobilize efforts at the local, national, regional and international levels
in order to promote the best educational, professional and living conditions for
young people to ensure their active participation in the over-all development of
soclety and to encourage the preparation of new national and local policies and
programmes in accordance with each country's experience; invited all States to make
known their views concerning the proclamation of an international youth year and to
send their proposals and observations in this regard to the Secretary-Ceneral before
1 July 1978; requested the Secretary-General to prepare a report containing the
views of Member States; and decided to include the item in the provisicnal agenda
of its thirty-third session and to grant it the highest priority, due consideration
being given to the idea of proclaiming an international youth year at that session.

3. In pursuance of resolution 32/13L4, the Secretary-General addressed a note
verbale to all Member States, in which he drew their atiention to the Assembly's
resolution and requested that they mekxe known their views and proposals. As at

30 July 1978, replies bad been received from the Goverrments of the following

L2 Member States: Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Benin, Byelorussian
Scviet Socizlist Republic, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Dernmark, Egypt, El Salvador,
Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece,
Hungary, Iran, Ttaly, Kenya, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norvay,
FPhilippines, Qatar, Romania, Seychelles, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Togo,
Turkey, Uganda, Ulrainian Soviet Soceialist Repuklic, Union of Soviet Sceialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America and Yugoslavia. The Government of Switzerland also replied.

L. The present report is bhased on those replies of States on the issue as well
as on other information available to the Secretary-General.
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TT. VIEWS OF MEMPBER STATES CONCERIING THE PROCLAHATION CF AN
TRTFRMATLOSAL YOUTH YHAR

5, In the ohservations of the 31 lMemther States which were-in favour of proclaiming
an international youth vear, it wos emphasized that proclaiming such a year would
provide an opportunity to stress the importance of the role of youth in all stages
of development and help consolidate the efforts of all States in bringing youth into
the malnstream of societal development and in carrying out specific programmes
concerning youth. In particular. the promotion of educational , professionzl and
living conditions for youth was menticned. iany States noted that the preservation
and strengthening of international peace is a prerequisite for a secure and happy
future for the vouth of all countries and therefore recognized the necessity to
provote, under the umbrella of such a year, the active participation of youth in

a1l countriez in efforts for peaceful relationships among peoples and States, for
disarmament , for social progress and for a new international economic order, as

well as for the elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism and racism in all their
forms. It was the peneral opinion that the year would serve as a good occasion

for international exchanges of experience on national measures taken to involve
youth in the political, economic, social and cultural development of gsoclety, as
effective means of calling world-wide attention to the increasing awareness of the
situation of young pecple as well as getting useful information as a result of
deliberations on the issue.

6. Eleven Member States which replied that they were not in favour of proclaiming
an internaticnal youth year emphasized that they took such a position not in
principle but because they did not consider it desirable at this time to have such
a year. Many of them pointed out that the rapidly increasing number of
international years proclaimed by the United Nations makes the usefulness of yet
another year questionable, and that, in particular, the proximity of the
International Year of the Childa (1976) could cause repetition and confusion.
Therefore, in that view, plans for proclaiming an international youth year should
be postponed until after the results of the International Year of the Child have
been evaluated. Some Member States suggested that sufficient time be allotted to
an in-depth consideration of the proposals to proclaim any year:; one State proposed
to assess the year's desirability as compared to possible alternatives, the methods
of implementation, and the timing and costs of the year, if proclaimed by the
Commission for Soecisl Development: it further proposed that the assessment should
also cover the more general question of internaticnal years, with special regard to
the need to elaborate a set of guidelines to be applied to all such events. In
general, those States that opposed the proclametion of an international youth vear
at this time guestioned whether such an event would be, in fact, an effective means
for attaining specific goals related to the needs and aspirations of youth,
particularly in view of the probable high costs involved and the difficulty of
evaluating the programmes that would be undertaken.

IIT. PROPOSALS FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF AN INTERNATIONAL, YOUTH YERAR

T Tn the opinion of the Secretary-General, the potential conmtribution of an
international youth year to the advancement of an understanding of the situation,

foe
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needs and aspirations of youth, and to the increased satisfaction of those neads
and aspiratiocns could be substantial. However, many ‘questicns of planning,
programming ., evaluation and finance remain unanswered and it appears necessary for
additional groundwork to be done before a decision on the preclamation of such =
year 1s made. Indeed it would be counter-productive for such a year to be
proclaimed prematurely without a clear purpose and adequate preparation, and for
the year {o become primarily an occasion for the repetition of clichés and
generalities.

8. The Secretary-General believes that additional study i1s required before he
will be able to comment on whether the proclamation of such & year iz desirable and ,
if so, propose a framework and specific activities for its observance.

9. In this connexion, the Secretary-General wishes to point out that the goals

of an international youth year might also be achieved to some extent by means other
than the vroclamation of such a year, including means currently available 4o the
Orgenization such as the Inter-Agency Task Force on Youth and increased efficiency
in the organization and implemsntation of the existing United Nations programme in
the field of youth. However, such alternatives might not have some of the
advantages that would come from the Proclamation of a youth year, namely higher
awareness among the public of the problems and potentials of youth and the
possibility of concerted efforts at the national and regional levels to address
specific youth issues.

10. Proclamation cf an international youth year would not, by itself, increase the
chances that the situstion of youth will be better understood and that youth needs
and aspirations will be better met. T¢ improved programmes to attain those goals
exist, however, such a Year might enhance their chances of success. Therefore,

the Secretary-General believes that the existence of viable and productive United
Wations programmes should be a pre-condition to the proclamation of an international
youth year. At present, he believes that, while the Organization and the United
Nations system are carrying out a number of excellent preogrammes in this field,
further study is required as to whether bhose pregramues would bte enhanced by the
rroclamation of a year. Tt will also be necessary to develop methods for
evaluating the impact that an international year would have,

11. The Secretary-General Proposes, therefore, that a final decision on the
proclamatvion of an international year be deferred to the thirty-sixth session of
the General Assembly. In the interim, a further series of inquiries cculd bhe made
by the Secretary-Gensrsal among Member States, organizations of the United Wations
system, youth and youth organizations and academie and research institutions
concerned with youth as to the nature ang content of the programme of an
international youth year ana possible alternstives to the rroclamation of such a
year.

12. The Secretary-General proposes that the principles and approaches set forth
below be used in making further inquiries on the subject.
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A. General principles

13. Cbservance of an internationszl youth year would be focuszed primarily at the
regicnal and national levels, and international level activities restricted to
certain specific youth-related questicns of a technical nature, such as research
programmes and training of youth workers.

1L. The international ycuth yvear programame would be in addition to., but in
concert with, the established programme in this fleld carrisd out by the United
Nations and the specialized agencies. The activities of the year would be carried
out with certain specific goals in mind, and followed by an evaluaticn of the
effectiveness of those activities in terms of the sitated goals.

15. Chservance of an international youth year would be undertaken with the full
co-cperation of national, regional and international youth organizations, and with
the fuliest possible participation of indiwvidual young pecple themselves through
activities at the local and national levels.

B. Activities at the international level

16. A series of general infTormation publicstions on the situation, needs and
aspirations of youth might be produced and cireulated by the United Nations during
the international vouth yvear %o libraries, relevant government ministries,
organizations concerned with youth questions, the news media and other outlets that
will help disseminate information on the actual and potential role of young people
in the process of national and international development. To assist in this
effort, a small advisory group of yvoung people could be established by the Joint
United Nations Information Committee to advise 1t on the production and circulation
of United Nations publications of interest to youth, with special emphasis on the
activities of the United Nations.

17. A series of symposia might be organized on an internaticnal basgsis to discuss
certain specific youth-related issueg of a techniecal nature, such as research
programmes concerning the situation, needs and aspirations of ycuth, youth exchanges
as a means of strengthening international peace and gecurity, voluntarism and other
approaches to increasing youth participation in national and international
development , and techniques of training professional youth workers. Such symposia
could be publicized as a means of increasing public awareness of constructive means
available to deal with youth issues.

18. Since the zbsence of adequate data on the situation, needs and aspirations of
youth is a significant impediment to the adoption of successful national youth
policies in many countries, & major nprojeet might be undertaken by the United
Hations to develop and promote adequate data-gathering and analysis capabilities
related to youth at the national level. The development of such capabilities could
constitute one of the major goals of the international youth yesr.

19. TDuring and prior to the internaticnal youth year, the United Wations could
intensify its efforts to improve its channels of communication with youth and youth

A



, through the imnlessentation of the zuldelines for the improvement of
of comaunicabtion bebween the United Naticns and vouth and youth

izetions adopted by the CGenesral Asseably in the anmnew to resolubtlom 32/135.

C. JActivitiss at the national and regional levels

20, Pursusnt to recommendations of the General Assesrbly calling for increased
attantion to youth issues by the regional commissions, prep=rations for the
intzrnational youth year and activities during that year could emphasize increased
levels of technical co-operation and material assistance from the United Nations
to Covernments concerned with such issues. The regionzl commissions could become
a nrincipal vehicle for such assistance. This could require improved
co-ordinatlon of resources within the United Nations and among the agencies of the
sysiem, and increased levels of uwrogramme expenditures in thisg field by the
izsions . The existence of significantly higher levels of programming

1ilitiss by the commissions at the end of the international youth year could be
or goal of that yrewr.

point with each Member State for United Mations communication on

vouth isgues could be established by the end of the international youth year, to
znable the Qrganization to maintain and extend the momentum created by the year and
help ensure that channels of compunication with youth are maintained during the
gsubgeguent years.

2. The Secretery-Genersl proposes Lhat the results of the above-mentioned

irics be reported to the General Assembly st its thirty-sixth session along
with his conclusions and recommendations. Should the Assembly decide that an
internaticnal youth vear be proclaimed. the yezr 1935 could be so designated, thus
permitting three years of preparation. In this connexion, it may be noted that
1935 will bhe the 20th anniversarr of the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth
of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding between Peoples, contained
in General Assembly resolution 2037 {¥X) of 7 December 1965, and the 15th
anniversary of Assembly resclution 25659 (V) of T December 1570 establishing the
United Hations Volunteers Drogramms .
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