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I. INTRODOEIION

the work of the office of tbe Unlted Nations
for the perlod from I Aprll 1983 to
rn response to ceneral Assenbly reaolutions

(xXX) of 17 December 1975 and 35/225 of

2. Ih lts resoluc Lon 37/144 of lZ December 1982, the ceneral Assenbly requestedche secretary-Generar to subnit a cornprehens ive feport on the inprementation ofthat re.orution to the Assenbly at it; tbirty-eighth session, througrr tr,.-n"""Li"and SociaL Council at its second regular =a.iio' of I9g3. g'hat conprehensiverepor t (A/ 38/2o2-E/L9a3/9 4r deart lriti the rnprications of Assembry resorutlo4s36/225 and 3?/].44- rn its re.olut ion 3g/zo2 or 2o oecemuer 19g3, the Assenbly tooknote with appreciation of- that report and requested the secre tary-cenerar co subrflitsPecific proposals to forrow up *e conclusiJns ano problems identifieal in hiscomprehenslve report to the Assembry at its tiirty-ninth session, through"th;-Economic and social council at its second regular session of rgg4. The secretary-Generalrs report respondtng to that ,.qu.ri islcontafnea in addendutn I to thepresent docunent.

3' Addendum rr contains-the draft text of a proposed ,international convention onexpediting the del ivery of energency assistanc!, as foreseen in the report of theSecretary-c€nera I for I9B0-I9S1 lA/46/259, pur.. eOl .

rI. BACKGROTIND

4. Tbe International Developnent Strategy for the Third United NationsD€velopnent Decade decil.ared t}la t:
"Recognizing the detrimental effects of disasters on the development ofdeveloping countrles, the international cotnmuni ty wiU take ,"."ur"" toimprove and streiEthen arrangements to provide developing countries withad€guate and tinely asgistance in matteis of dlsaster relief, prevention andpreparedness. ,'

5' AccordinqLy, uNDRo endeavours to bring about rneasures and arrangenents armedat reduclng the econonic and social inpact of disasters on deveroping countries.Tbe rnain elenents of a conprehensive piogramne of disaster management seiving thispurpose are hazard and risk assessment, preventive and mitigating lneasures,prediction and vrarninq, preparedness, on-site assessnent of danage and needa once adisaster strikes, and energency and disaster relief. (The foUowing phase ofrehabilltation and reconstruction does not falr rrith the mandate of the office ofthe United Nations Disaster-Relief co-ordlnator.) Up to and inclualing thepreparedness stage, those elenents are sonetines classed as .pre_disaiter
pranning", lrhire afterwards they are post-disaster actlvlties, reactrng to theevent.
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6. In t$e present report, aclivities under the four subprogranmes as set out ln
the mediun-tern plan for the perlod 1984-1989, narnely, (a) disaster relief
co-ordination, (b) disaster preparednessr (c) disaster Prevention and
(tl) infornation, are described briefly, and e:(amples are given on the tyPes of
actions carried out during ttle year.

III. PROGRAI4IIE ACTIVITIES

A. Disaster relief co-ordinatlon

7. This subprogranune constitutes the core of the activitles of the Office of the
united Nations Disaster Relief co-ordinator in line with its mandate established by
the General Assembly and, as suchr is given tbe highest Priority in the allocation
of the hurnan and financial resources of the office. A 6bort descriPtion of
individual relief operations is presented in annex I below. sone issues of a
general, character and najor inportance are discussed hereunder.

8. t NDRo has continued co provide 24-hour global nonitorinq of natural disaaters
and ernergency situations as they bave occurred. A total of 442 alerts h'ere
recotded during the reportlng period and were hrought to the attention of the
international conununity wben warrantetlr in 43 cases, such alerts developed into
disaster siluations involvlng tle officer folloh'ing a reguest from the stricken
country, as against 35 such cases during the preceding 12 tnonths. Altogether,
235 inforrnation and situation reporls were issued, compared to 217 such reports in
the precedihg 12 flbnth s,

9. olrce a disaster situation calling for international aasistance is reeognized
and a request from the Government of tbe affected country is reeelved, the
representative of uNDRo, nanely, the ttniEed Natlons Developnent Progranune I s

resident representative, often assisted by an UNDRO relief co-ordination officer,
reviews tbe danage and the innediate relief needs with the competent local
authoriCies and conrnunicates the findings to Geneva. often the extent and the
conpound nature of a disaster call for an assessnent by specialists in various
spheres, and nulti-agency missions are orqanized in which representatives of
specialized agencies and other relief organizatlons take part. fiuring the year,
23 relief assessnent nlssions were undertaken either by UNDRO or jointly lrith other
agencies, sometimes covering more tlan one country.

2. Co-ordination of disaster relief

10. The nunbe! of disasters callinq for the attention of the office of the united
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator further increased, probably as a resulE of the
difficult econonic and social situations which nany countries have been

experienclngl when those bave been exacerbated, serious emergency situatlons
reguirlrg international assistance have often been tlte consequence.

1
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rl. rn exercising its rnobirization and co-ordination function, uNDRo worked in
close co-operation with Che organizaeions of the UniCed Nations systen, as weII as
with those other intergovernnental and non-governnental orqanizations involved in
hunanitarian relief. co-ord ination of ttre ictivities of tiese various agencies wasfurther inproved lhrough meetings at Headguarters, field rnissions and neetings ln
the affected countries.

L2. Revised Disaster Management cuiderines (uNDp /pRcG/'I3/Rev. r of t2 october l9g3)
were prepared by t NDRo and issued by the Adminisclator of uNDp in cbtober l9g3 for
the benefit of UNDP resident repre sentaCives/resident co-ordinalors. Tbese
Guidelines incorporated the policy changes decided by che ceneral Assenrbry in
resorutions 36/225 and 37/L44. Briefinqs nere also given to some 20 individual
UNDP resident representat lves,/resident co-ordinators at che office at ceneva, as
well as to ahnual neetings of resident representatives,/res ident co-ordinators
organized by the regional bureaux of UNDP. In nearly alf disaster cases in which
UNDRO was involved, neetings at the country level were orqanized under tlle
cha irnahship of the resldent representat ive,/res ident co-ordinator, bsinging
together potentj.al bitateral governnental donors, representatives of the United
Nations systen and other intergovernnenCal and non-governrnental orqanizations.
Those meetings p€rmitted joint evaruacion of needs and developnents pertaining to
the disaster situation and established the UNDP resident representat ive/res ident
co-ord inator as lhe focal point at the country level for international disaster
rerief co-ordination. Nationar authorities of the affecced countries Here fully
associated h'ith tbose meetings.

13. contacts were naintained witb internationar airrines under the provision of
rATA resorution 788, section 28, in order to secure free cransportation for both
freight load and passenger travel for disaster reli.ef officers proceeding on
emerqency missions. The najor carrier operating fron ceneva haB granted LNDRO
special status in this connect.ion on a par lrith that for Srriss national
hunanitarian organizations.

14- The task of nbbirizinq and co-ordinating internationar ernerqency rellef is
rargery cohtingent on obtaining and disseminating arl relevaht infornation in good
tine. while UNDRo' as the focal point in tbe united Nations system for disaster
relief co-ordination (see ceneral Assenbly resolutions 2816 (xXvI), para. 3, and
36/225, para. 3) bas at its disposal a system (see sect. D, ',puhlic infornation,
data processing and comnun ications " ) whereby inforrnation can be imnediately relayed
to potenfiar donors and re).ief organizations, its effectiveness depends entirely on
lhe conpleteness and tineliness of the inforrnation received on (al the extent of
th€ disagter event ahd its impact, (b) the resources reguired from external donor s
and (c) the assistance being both given and planned. rt is therefore esaential
that the corrernment of the affricted country and donors of all klnds shoulc
comnunicate all these data either directly to T]NDRO or to the LNDRO^NDP
representative in the country.

15. onry on ttre basis of this inforrnation is it rrossible fof uNDRo to qive initial
attention in its nobifizing activities to those needs not likery to be covered and
aLso to identify areas in h'hich over-supply niobt occur, tbus rnaking possible a

(a)
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continual adjustnent of t})e balance betvreen needs and assistance. UNDRo can tben
advise donors' in the ligbt of the current situation, $rhether a particular planned
response is likely to be useful or likely to be a nisallocation of reaources.

16. Information on t}|e tining of the planned response is of great inportance in
order to deterrnine when the relief will actually reach tbose in need. In the first
place, the authorities in the afflicted country need !o knorr, so that reception and
distribution of the relief can be planned. Secondly, it rnay be tbat the assistance
planned is appropriate in kind and quantity, but its late arrival - for example,
because of tine in transit - rnay make it necessary for UNDR0 to seek a more rapid
source of supply of the sane items and advise fEtential donors accordingly.

L7. To the extent tbat a full exchange of information takes place, a more
effective and efficient co-ordinated and concerted rellef pf,ogranme can be
developed, If information is withheld or if it is transmitted late, there is a
considerable risk that donorsr resources will be wasted and those requiring relief
adversely af fected.

(b) ConcerPed relief prograrnnes and donor concributions

18. In najor disaster situations, UNDRO develops concerted relief progranmes
through inter-agency consultations. These prograrunes serve as a framework for
nulti-aqency action, ensuring that the needs in areas of critical importance are
net, even though they have not ac first been covered by the individual prograrunes
of particlpating agencies. ofcen the areas invoLved are logist.ics and the
availability of transportation facilities for the distribution of relief supplies
to and within the affected country. rn this connection' mention should be nade of
the prompt and generous co-operation extended to the United Nations system by
bilateral and nultilateral donors in appreciating the imporcance of concerted
relief progranmes and providing resources for filling in critical gaps.

19. The dollar value of the totat donor contrihutions reported to UNDRo, in
connection with disaster ernergency situations in which the offj.ce was engaged, fell
belorr the total reported in the preceding 12 montbs (l April 1982-31 f4arch 1983:
$385 niuiont I Aprit I983-3I March 1984r $318 nillion). However, nearly all the
concributions recorded by UNDRo for relief operations in chad and Lebanon were made
in 1982 and the first tlree nontis of 1983. t'loreover, nany donors sendinq
assistance in kind do not ascribe monetary values to their help. Therefore, the
decrease in ttre dollar figures noted does nol necessarify inply a correspondinq
reduction in international assistance itself.

(c) co-operation with intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations

20. Alongside and in addition to co-operatioh with organizations of the ltnited
Nations systen (see paras. 10-13) there was in the period under review a narked
expa.nsion of co-operation and joint action vith other intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations active in the area of disaster preparedness and
energency relief. Among intergover nnental organizations, special nention should be
made of Che European Econornic conununities, the l-eague of Arab States and the
organization for African Unity. To improve relations further, a staff-exchange
scheme has been initiated with these organizations, Iiaison officels have been
noninated and a number of joint seninars have been he.Id or are planned.
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21. Consultations and practical co-operation with non-governmental organizations
have also received increased attention. Anong the actions taken to this end,
contacts have been nainCained with such representative non-governmental bodies as
the EEC Non-cover nnental Lialson Connittee for Developnent in Brussels, the
International Oouncil of voluntary Agencies (IcvA) and the LICROSS voLAGS Steering
Conunittee at ceneva and lhe American council of voluntarv Aqencies for Foreiqn
Service (ACVAES) in l.lehr York.

22. A qrori'ing number of non-governnental orgahizations were associaced vrith
concerted relief programmes of IJNDRO and sone were sub-contracted to execute
UNDRo-financed relief operatj.ona, for example, the Red cross of the Federa.L
Republic of Gernany, the Middle East Council of Churches, OXFAI'I and World Vision
InCernational.

23. To exchange exper ience and further strengthen co-operation with governrnental
or non-govern:nental groups organized for intervention in relief activities at
disaster sites outside thelr country of origin, preparations for the second
internatlonal neeting of tbese "!,bblle Disaster Units" were conpleted. As
recomnended at the first neeting of this kindr held frorn 27 to 29 May 1982 at
C'eneva, the neeting will exanine tbe question of stockpiles of relief goods and
Iogistics.

24. fn accordance with paragraph 8 of ceneral Assenbly resolution 38/202, in which
the Assenbly reguested t}te s€cretary-cenera I "to consider the establishnent of a
snall consultaCive group composed of executives of these najor relief
organizations, in their individual capactty, to provlde advice, upon reguest, to
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordlnator ln the assessment of relief needs
and in the preparation and execution of concerted relief progranmes", the
Co-ord inator bas establisbed tbe terns of reference for such a group and has
underCakeh prelini.nary contacts with regard to its cornpositionl it is planned to
bold the groupls first rneeting before the end of 1984. Menbers of the group $rill
be asked to bear their oh'n travel expenses.

(d) Evaluation

25. fn keeping witb the vielrs put forward by the Secre Cary-cenera I in his reports
entitled 'Evaluation of the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
co-ord inator " (A/36n3/Add.L) and "Strengthening the capacity of the Uniced Nations
systeln to respond to natural disasters and oeher disaster situations" (A/38/2O2't ,
endorsed by the ceneral Assembly in resolutions 36/225 and 3?/L44, UNDRO has
lntroduced a systematic evaluation procedure for its rellef cc-ordination
actlvities. By thls procedure, the rellef co-ordination desk officer is reguired
to review and evaluate for lnternal use the critical elements of the relief
activities in a specific country. Those evaluations are examined by an internal
lrorking group, $rhich is, in this connection, identifying specific aspects of the
modua operandi of UNDRO whlch rnight benefit fron this evaluation. The group is
also exploring means by rr'hich, vrith the help of bilateral donors and other rellef
organizations, the toea1 inpact of lnternational relief activities on energencies
night be jolntly reviewed as a basis for further inprovement. close contacts are
naintalned wilh mernbers of the Joint Inspectlon Unit in order to make use of their
experience i,n this area.
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(e) Secretary-ce neral ' s initiative for Africa

26. As a nernber of the secre tary-Genera I's Advlsory Group and Task Force for
Africa. uNDRo has from the oueset been associated rrith this initiative. An
inforrnation neeting was held for the Geneva representatives of the international
donor comnunity on 2 February 1984 to inforn then of lhe critlcal situation in
Africa and tbe actions envisaged by UNDRo. A senior staff nenber r^'as sent to
Nairobi to assisl the Speciat Representative of the Secretary-General in the
establishnent of his Office,

27. At the same tine, measures were taken to nonitor nore closely the developnent
of crisis situations and to step up the nobilization and co-ordination of relief
assistance for the African countries most seriously affected.

2a. }lhen the present report vras prepared, concerted relief progrannes, in keeping
with the Secr e tary-ceneral r s inlciative, were beinq pursued in six countries, vthile
the situation in 12 countries r.ras being closely followed. V Not counting
irnportant contributions of food and in kind. the total donations for the six
countries (Benin, chad, Ethiopia, l4auritania, l4ozanbique and Somalial so far
reported anounted to $124 nlllion, lncluding $4 nillion in cash througb UNDR0.

(f) Secre tary-cen era I I s appeal for iatin Anerica

29. on 10 August 1983, the Secre tary-Genera I issued an appeal for international
assistance to the victins of natural disasters in three Latin American countries:
Bolivial Ecuador and Peru, In Bolivia, 1.6 rnilllon persons in the highlands \^'ere
severely affected by drought. As a result of the same phenonenon, 450,000 People
were in need of urgent assistance in Peru. In Ecuador, 200,000 persons suffered
fron the adverse effects of vridespread floods.

30. UNDRo vras entrusted by the Secre tary-c'eneral with the nobitization of the
donor response and the co-ordination of the international relief effort. Appeals
for internalional assistance irere transrnitted to the donor conmunity by UNDRo in
the forn of situation reports' in which relief needs were identified on the basis
of the evaluation nission conducted by the Personal Representative of the
secretary-Gen eral for Boliviar Ecuador and Peru, Mr. Hugo Navajas-l"bgro, to the
three countries in June/.-Iuly 1983. The Econonic Connission for Latin Anerica
(ECLA), UNDP and UNDRo participated in that mission.

3I. The appeals resulted in concributions reported to UNDRo for tbe three
countries exceeding $87 nillion, the totals for each country as of 3l January 1984
being the follor^'ing: Bolivia' $49r591'996t Ecuador' $5r073r876r and Peru'
$33'109,105. A conprehens ive report on those operations has been issued under the
syntol UNDRo/8 4/8 .

B. Disaster preparedness

32. The concept of disascer preparedness, as advocated by UNDRo, is the
integration of buman and matieral resources and of differenf skills and disciplines
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into an effective national system of readiness in order Eo ninimize the loss of
Lives and darnage when a disasler strikes. consequently, the objective of technical
assistance progranmes of UNDRO in disaster preparedness alm at the establishrnent
and strengthening of sound national structures capable of irurediate action. These
structules should, whenever possiblel be backed by special ernergency legislation,
national disaster relief plans and tbe necessary resources. The existence and
nalntenance of reliable conrnunication channels between the central and local
disaster preparedness units, as well as an accurate damage-repor ting systern to
deternlne the arnount of relief asslstance to be provided by the affected country
and tbe internatlonal conununity, are areas of equal inportance for che attention of
UNfrRo. Early-warning systems and public education to cop€ with natura.L and olher
hazards are integral parts of disaster preparedness.

33. During the reporting period, the number of requests for IINDRO assistance in
disaster preparedness planninq has considerably increased, whereas contributions to
the sub-account for tecfinlcal assistance of the UNDRO Trust tr\rnd, frorn rrhich
relevant activities are usually financed, bave t'een fauing away for several years
past. Thus, it has become necessary for UNDRO to identlfy donors prepared to
finance individual projects before it can respond to sucb reguests.

34. A surnmary revlew of current preparedness projects, sone of rrhich also include
a diBaster preveneion component, is set forth below.

t. Preparedness proJects at the natlonal level

Chad

35. The co-ordination and Infornation Centre for Energencies at the Ministry for
Dlsaster Relief, set up by tI'rDRO rrith asslstance from the Swiss Disaster Relief
Unit, becane fully operatlonal in 1983, The centre gathers infornation on the
arrival and movement of retief goods and publishes a monthly slatement of stocks
and diseributlon by donor and region. continued assistance is envisaged to enable
che centre to operate as a collector and dlssenihalor of informaeion on disaster
needs.

Indonesia

36. A relief and rehabilitation project lras drawn up in co-operation with UNDP
after the eruplion of lhe Mt. calunggung volcano in 1982. A specia.list in disaseer
nanagernent, seconded by the Swedish Stand-by Force for Disaster Relief, was
provided to review, with the covernment, relief and rebabilitation activities
b€arlng on lhat emergency. The recorunendation contained in his.report .Ied to Che
further development of a three-year project proposal by which disaster nanagemene
j.n Indonesia is to be strengthened witlin the contexE of the UNDP country prograrwe,

United Republic of Tanzania

37. At the request of the covernment of Cbe Unlted Republic of Tanzania, UNDRO

sent an expert, from 9 June to I August, to assist in sCrengthening the activities
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of the Tanzanian National Disaster Relief Connittee (TANDRO), a central body
created as a result of previous recontnendations by the Office. fbllo(ring the
expertrs nission, proposals lrere subnitted to the covernment for a Tanuanl.an
Dnergency Op€rational Plan, which provided working procedures for TANDRO, other
concerned ministries and the Tanzanian Red Cross. A plan lras also elaborated for
an in-service training progratnme for key personnel of TANDRO.

2. Preparedness projects at the subreqional, reglonal and
internacional levels

(a) Pan-caribbean Disaster preparedness and prevention project

38. This nulti-agency project, coverlng 28 island countries and terrieories, was
started, with tNDRo as the cc-ordlnating aliency, in october 198I. In April 1993,
!h€ projecC entered its second phase, at which point the adninistrative
responsibility for lhe project was handed over to the secretariat of the caribbean
coflrnuni ty tcARlcou). UNDRo retalned responsibility for lhe technical supervision
of disaster preventLon, preparedne5s and connunication work, which involves at
present three full-time experts. preparedness activities have developed
considerably along the following lines:

(al country visits to identify priorities for and assist in the developnent
of national energency plans. Within Che past year, vlsits have been nade to, and
reForts published on the level of preparedness in, seven island States and areas of
the region (Anguilla, Briti6h virgin fslands, Dominica, crenada, tlcntserrae,
Saint christopher and Nevis and Saint Lucia),

(b) Workshops and seninars to review lri th disaster rnanagenent officlals such
t@ics as the role of tie nass nedia, organizaEion of energency shelter,
contrnunicacion in case of ernergency, role of the security forces and co-ordination
of search and rescue activities. These workshops, five of which have been held in
the per lod under review, have provided oppoltunities for an exchange of ideas and
experience, and the developrnent of a stronger connitrnent and capacity co furnish
nutual assistancef

(c) Fellottships for Caribbean d i saster-manaqenent offlcers to attend traininq
courses outside the region.

39- Prevention activlties have lncruded a vrorkshop for the construction industry
to tllustrate and discuss eartlquake vulnerability, the preparation of public
awar€ness and educatlon rnater ial on ways of nitiqating risks, and tbe carrying-out
ln four areas (Antigua, Doninica, Saine Christopber and Nevis and Saint vincentt of
a field survey on the suitability of hurricane shelters and a feasibility study on
an earthquake-non i tori ng netrrork for Haiti.
40. ?be main objective of the emergercy-corunun ications prograntne is to establish
island-to-lsland energehcy radio links and, in consultatj.on nith Che world
l,teteorolog ical organization (!.lMo), to provide for Iinks between national
meteorological and energency offices of the region. once conpleted, the
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conununications prograrune will also provide for local links in each country between
essential services and the national emerg€ncy headquarters. Eguipment has been
specified and rrill shortly be installed in six countries (Barbados, the Dominican
Republlc, crenada, Itaiti, saint Lucia and saint \tincent and the crenadines). other
countries rrill be similarly eguipped later in 1984.

4I. The Pan-Caribbean Dlsaster Preparedness and Pxevention Project has been
inscrunental in the creation of national ernergency office6 in several of the
smaller States and areas of the region (British virgin fslands. Doninica, Grenada,
l"bntserrac and sainc Lucia), with che permanent connitnent of at leasc one
gover nment officer to develop a national disaster preparedness and prevenCion
progranne.

42. The total budget for the UNDRo conponent of the project during the past yeaf,
bas been ahDst SUS 500,000, provided nainly by grants fron the Int€r-Anerican
Conmittee for Agricultural Development and USAID,/OFDA. The agencies responsible
for other components of the progranne are CARICOM, the world Health
Organlzation/Pan Anerican Health organization (wHo,/PAHo) and the Leaque of Red
cross societies. Phase II of the project is scheduled to be conpleted by
Decerntrer 1984, discussions on activities beyond this date have been initiated.

(b) lYphoon comni ttee

43. The Typhoon CommiCCee is an intergovernnental organization established In 1958
co reduce the effects of typhoons through inproved typhoon forecasting, flood
forecastinq and disaster prevention and preparedness.

44. The lYphoon Operational Experiment (TOPEX), a four-year Project of the
Comnittee, was sCarted in 1981 and completed at the Evaluation Meetinq in Tokyo in
March 1984. UNDRO and Che League of Red Cross Societies, as Joint co-ordinators
for tbe warning Dissemination and Infornation Exchange (WD,/IE) conponent, preaented
an evaluation report to lhe neeting on their conFonent and proposals on follott-uP
action to be laken in the post-tnPEx period (TOPExAvAL,/Doc.4 of 20 February 1984).

(c) Panel orr Tropical cYclones

45. The docunents prepared by the UNDRG-organized Jolnt Mission on Disaster
Preparedness (sepfenber to November 1982) were discussed at the tenth session of
the Panel on Tropical Cyclones, in March 1983. The Panel reviewed, in particuLar'
the reconnendations made by the Mission in its fblicy Paper on che State of
Disaster Preparedness in the Panel Region, and requested technical assistance for
their inplernenlacion. A consultant was subsequently attached to the Technlcal
support unit of tbe Panel at colonbo (wRD/PTc I0l4, appendix 3, of 7 l4arch 1983).

46. On the basis of the nissionrs country reports, three countries (Indiar
9ri Lanka and Thailand) requested technical assistahce in Cbe areas of lnsti.tution-
building and public education on cyclone risks. consideration is at presenc being
given to tbose requests and the possibility of their financinq is being explored.
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47. A Regional Seminar on Disaster Preparedness was organized jointly with the
L€ague of Red Cross Societies and USAID/OFDA, in co-operation wlth the v[!,lo/ESCAP
Panel on Tropical cyclones, and held from 28 February to 3 March 1984, in l,lale,
It'laldives. Disaster ftrnagers fron Bangladesh, India, l4aldives, Nepal, Pakislan,
Sri Lanka and Thalland attended the seninar, which adoFted a number of
reconmendations on actions to t'e taken by national, regional and lnternational
bodies,

(d) Tropical cyclone Connittee for the South-llese Indian Ocean

48. UNDRO is a participating organization in this regional body, nhich grouPs
eight countries and was created by wlto to relnforce national capabilitles and
resional co-opelation in forecastinq lropical cyclones and in the dissenination of
trarnings.

49. In september 1.983, the sixth session of the corurittee was hetd in R6union.
UNDRO presented, in co-operation lrith the L€ague of Red Cross and Red Clescent
Societies, the Disaster Prevention and Freparedness conponent of a Technical Plan.
In adoptihg the PIan, the committee nade some recommendations on the dissemination
of vrarning, disaster-danage assessment and tbe strengthening of disaster
preparedness organizations.

50. The Comrnittee also requested UNDRO, jointly with the League of Red Cross
societies, to organize a training serninar in diaaster prevention and pr€paredness
for disaster nanagernent personnel from the member countries. rrhig was beld fron
2I to 25 May 1984 in l,lauritius.

(e) Disaster managemen! trainihg programme for Souti Asian countries

51. Follor,rlng a workshop in disaster managenent in 1980, the Adrninistrative staff
College of fndia, supported by UNfJRo, launched a regular training prograrnne in
disaster manaqenent, open to participants from neighbourinq countries.

52. UNDRo has agreed to finance the participation of two disaster relief officiats
fron each of five neighbouring countries, namely, Rangladesh, Burna, Pakistan'
sri Ianka and thailand, over a period of tbree years fron 1983 to 1985. The firsc
course h'as conducted in .tune 1983 and the followinq course is scheduled for
mid-1984.

53. Experience qained and the benefits derived fron this regional training
progranne vrill serve as a basis for sinilar exerclses in other disaster-prone
reg ions.

(f) Association of South-Elast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

54. The fifth ASEAN Disaster $(perts l4eeting was be1d in Sinqapore frorn 6 to
8 october 1983. Among recontneDdations rnade by tbe l4eeting to the ASFAN committee
for Social freveloprnent was lhe estat|lishment of an UNDRo-supported reqionaL
disaster research and traininq centre in the Philippines. Proposals for the
creation of such a cenere were drawn up in 1979 by UNDRo, r{hich has no}, been
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reguested to approach donors for assistance, pending the finalization of the
project docun€nt by the Government of the Philippines.

(S) South-ldest Pacific

55. A serninar on d i saster-preparedness serategies nas co-sponsored with the
Paciflc fslands Developnen! Prograrnne (PIDP), the Australian Developnent Assistance
Eureau (ADAB) and USAID,/oFDA and held at Suva, Fijir in March 1983. The nain topic
of discussion was tbe vulnerability of the different econonic sectors (housing,
aqriculture and infrastructure) of island countries. A set of reconnendations vtas
adopted .

56. At present, a regional project is being formulated in consultation witb the
South Pacific Bureau for Econornic Co-operation (SPEC), PIDP, ADAB and United
Nations organizations concerned. As a first step a Regional Disaster Adviser,
funded by the covernnent of Australia, is to be assiqned to sPEc, rr'ill nork in
close co-ordination witb the UNDRo/UNDP Resident Representative. Before he assumes
the post, it is planned tbat he will be given orientat ion,/training at the UNDRo
office at Geneva, and in tbe caribbean to take advantage of the experience and
achievenents of the Pan-Caribbean Dlsascer Preparedness and Prevention Project.

(h) Reqional Meeting on Disaster Prevention and Preparedness in Africa

57. A meeting was organized jointly h'ith ECA and oAU and held at Addis Ababa on
24 and,25 February 1984' following reconrrnendations of the l4eeting of the united
Nations systen and the oAU secretariat. Representatives frorn 2l African countries,
United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations participaled. The
neeting assessed the current situation with regard to natural disasters other than
drought in Africa and considered neasures to nitigate their harmful impact. on
ecronornic and social development on the basis of a discussion paper prepared by '
UNDRo in co-operation with the Economic conunission for Afrlca entitled "Natural
disaster prevention and preparedness in Africa" (E/ECA/SDEHSD/NDPPA/8 4AiP.l and
UNDRo 84,/1). The neeting adopced the strategy and reconunendations formulated
therein,

3. Fernoval of legal obstacles to the delivery of inte!nalional relie4

58. Following the consideration of tbis subject by the Econornic and social councll
at its flfty-third session and the request addressed to the co-ordinator by the
Council in resolution 2102 (txIII), UNDRo undertook a wide-ranging study of the
whole guestion of expediting the flovr of international relief, with particular
reference to the principles of lnternational lar., involved, present praclice and the
difficulties experienced. The study concluded by offering alternative solutions to
these problens.

59. The proposals were examined at a neeting of an informal qroup of experts in
Augus! 1983 at Geneva, attended also by observers fron lhe United Nations agencies
concerned' and a draft international convention was prepared, The draft convention
is presented to lbe council in addendum 2 to the present report, with the proposal
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tbat it now be subnilted to a group of governnentar experes for consideration antr
f inal ization.

C. Disaster preventlon and related ac!ivities
50. Disaster prevention has been defined as a set of rong-term measures designedto prevent natural or other potentially destructive phenonena frorn causing, orresulting in. disasters or emergency aitualions. prevention requires an agsessnentof the existing hazards, t}le vulnerability of various elenents exposed to thosebazardsr and of the economlc and social losses. It also comprises various
regulatory neasures, physical and land-use planning, and public education. Byproviding tecbnical assistance to lndividual countries, UNDRo promotes the
enbodiment of tbe nost cost-effective nitigation technologiea in natlonal
developnent plansr in order to reduce future economic and social losses.

6I. Althouqh the design of progranmes varies according to the needs expressed byindividuaL countries, the foregoing general objectives are those of tbe saneIong-tern strategy. tbst of these combine prevention and preparedness (see sect. Babove) and are irnprenented in co-operation wittt other "nited Nations agencies,
Governments or intergovernnental bodies. The folloh,ing are descriptions ofactlvities linited to prevention only, in rrhich UNDRo is involved.

I. Earthquakes

(a) Earthquake risk r€duction in the Balkan Region

62- As the associated agency of chis project of the uni.ted Nations Educational,Scientific and cultural organization (UNESCO), UNDRo co-sponsored the seninar on
Earthquake vulnerability, held at Bucharest from 5 to I Decenber 19g3. The
concrusion of tbe seminar indicated tbat a wide gap stirr exlsted betweentheoretical and appried vulnerabllity anarysis and that further studies needed tobe pronKrted.

63. The proceedings of another seminar on Earthquake preparedness, orqanized
h'ithin the project by UNDRO and UNESCO and held at Athens fron 1l to
14 .ranuary 1983, will be issued shortly by UNDRO.

64. A pernanent International Governrnental Connittee for Earthguake Risk Reduction
has been established as a follorr-up to tbe project, which ended in April t984.

65. The senlnar, held in Novenber I9g3 at Cordoba, Spain, is one of a series
organized by the lbero-!4agh rebian Working croup of the European Seisnologicalco''mission to pronote and co-ordinate research on the seisrnic charac ter i st. ic6 ofthe area and on the reduction of losses fron earthguakes in the region. Theseninar brouqht togetber for the first lime scientists and civlr defence officiatsfrom Algeria, Morocco, portugal, Spain an(i Tunisia. The office contributed DaDers
on vulnerability alld risk assessnent and on prohlerns of rellef nanagenent.

(b)
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(c) Physical Planning ln tbe Sociallst Republic of !,bntenegro, Yuqoslavia

66. As an associaeed agency of Chis IIABITAT project, tNDRo asslsts the Yugoslav
authorities in incorporating the se ismic-rlsk-reduction dinension into the
pbys ical-plannlng process. The office has also provided experl services for ttto
workshops in Titograd on vulnerability and seisnic-risk analysis. A workshoP on
the appl lcatlon of nlcrozonlng vulnerability analysis to physical planning at the
levels of the ReFniblic and the cornnunes, eith particular reference to six coastal
corljflunes and cetinje, bas been organized by UNDRo and wiII take place in .Tune
1984. The prorrision of technical services vrlll continue throughout 1984 in the
form of g!_!gg advlsory servicesl and a study on earthquake vulnerability based on
data obtained as a result of the 1979 earthguake in lbntenegro.

2. Floods

(a) Arqentinar post-flood reconscructlon and flood procectlon

67. A joint HABI TAT/UNDRO mission visited Argentina to assess the inPact on hunan
settlements of the 1982-1983 floods and to formulate technical recomnendations
relaEed to urban developmeht and the prevention of flood danage. Problens in
flcrod-prone areas were identified and a nunber of flood-mit igacion tneasures
proposed. As a result, it is expected that a pllot study on flood-rlsk aasessrnent
and flood preventlon wlll be undertaken.

(b) Egypt: protection agalnst flash floods

68. UNDR0 continued to provide technical advice to tbe covernneht of Egypt for the
inplenentation of hydrological studies and flood protection for villages in Upper
Esypt. The project is to prepare plans for reconstruction and flood protection of
settlements subjected to flash floods. UNDRo provided a staff rnenber to advise on
flood-risk analysis and flood-prevent ion techniques.

(c) !{ozan$ ique

59. Assistance was provided to Che covernment of Mozanbique for strengthening
natlonal dlsaster prevention and counterdisaster operations. An expert spent tvto
nonths in t4ozamblque in February-l4arch 1984 to advise on the assessnent of
vulnerabilily to flood and drought, the formulation of disaster prevention and
preparedness plans, the organlzatlon of disaster-manaqement units, the definition
of respons ibil itie s, operational planning and in-service training and related
natter s.

(d ) !'oland

70. During bbe course of the year, the officers contribution to the UNDP,/}IMO
project on the prevention of ice-jarn floods on the l-.ol,er vistula River vras
cotnpl eted. Assistance took the forrn of tralning courses in Finland and the
Netherlands for hydrologIstB working on the Pollsb covernmentrs vistula Develo[nrEnb
Project and tbe provision of certain specialized equipment.
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(e) ESCAP region: Seminar on Flood plain !4anagenens

7r. UNDRo co-operated with the Economic and social commi s s !.on for Asia anat the
Pacific (ESCAP) in organizing a Seninar on Flood plain l,bnagernent., held from 17 to23 October 1983 at Bangkok, whicb Cechnical personnel from eight Asian countriesattended. A discussion paper was provided on flood-hazarti and risk assessnent aspreventive tools in frood-prain nanagenent and the deveropnent of riak-assessmenrtechniques. A pilot study on cyclone anal flood-risk analysts ls planned as afollolr-up !o the seninar.

(f) Interregional course on f!.ood control

72. In co-operat.ion v/ith the Food and Aqriculeur€ Organization of Che UnltedNations (FAo), I4!.1O and lhe European Space Agency, TNDRO sponsored a tralninq
course, held fron 7 to 18 Novenber 1983 in Rone, on saterlite applications to froodcontrol and forecasting for ftood-nanagenent personnel from 24 countries. TheOffice provided two lecturers on the principles of t1ood prevention andpreparedness, flood-plain napping and frood-concrol measures and on using spacetechhorogy for those purposes. rn addition, uNDRo contrit,uted to the traver
exFlenses of several participants from developing couneries.

3. volcanic er upt ions

Papua Nev, cu inea

73. The provircial disaster plan for East New Britain, containing detailedprovisions for the evacuation of Ehe provincial capital Rabaur (30r000 inhabitants)in the event of volcanic eruption, was conpleted in June 19g3, foUowing expert
advice provided by the Office. Early in 1984, the typical precursors to erupclonaat Rabaul volcano continued to deverop, and the first two stages of the four-stageplan were implenented. Tbis detailed pran is one of the nost conprehensive thatexists for volcanic emerqency, Its existence and successful implenentation did
rnuch to establish confidence among the authorities and the popuration tha! theinpact of the inpending disaster was rreihg properry nonitored and nas rikery to bekept under control.

4. Use of space technology for d i sasler-rela ted natlers

74. An ExPert Meeting on srEce Applications for the Acquisition and Dissemination
of Disaster-Rerated Data was held at ceneva from 14 to 1? June 1983 in co-operationt{ith the Outer Space Affairs Dlvision of the Secretariat, the United Nations
Environment Programne (r.INEp), the rnternationar relecomnunlcation union (rru) and
WMo and the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent SocieCies.

75. The Meeting was attended by disaster nanaqers from six dlsaster-pronecountries' representat.ive s of international d isaster-assistance organizalions andtechnical speciarists from Menber state$ and relevant uni.ted Nations andinternational agencies. The Meeting specified the priority needs for data
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acguisltion and dissemination in disasler prevention and preparedness prograrunes,
evaluated the applicability of currently available space technologies in thoae
applications and outlined concepts of future systens which can more effecCively and
efficiently satisfy Che requirements,

76. A nurnlcer of recommendations vere adopted concerning research development and
the inptementation of space techniques for disaster nanagement. It was reconnended
that che United Nations should maintain a co-ordinating role in ensuring that the
d isaster-rnanagemeht community is kep! inforned of relevant advances in
comnunications, renote sensinq and meteorological satelllte application. The
proceedings of the neeting vrere published.

5. Industr ia1 accidents

77. During the year under review, UNDRo has been associated with three endeavours
relating to preparedness for industrial accidents: (a) the preparatlon by the
fnternalional Atomic Enerqy Agency (IAEA) of a "Handbook for Assessing off-Site
consequences of Accidents in Nuclear Pover Plants"t (b) the conpilation' also by
IAEA, of "Guidelines for Mutual Emergency Assistance Arrangements in connection
wich a Nuclear Accident or Radiation Dnergencyr' (issued under the synbo.l IAEA
INI1CIRC/3I0) ? and (c) the joint UNIDo/UNDRo^{Ho,/UNEP project for the Institution
and co-ordination of National concingency Plans for F:nergencies associated with
fndustrial fnstallations in th€ $est and central African Region. A regional
workshop related to the latter project was held at Dakar in February 1984, at which
15 Governments were represented. The final report contained many recomnendations
for future action (UNEP/16.50,/INF.4 of 19 ll,arch 1984).

5. Health and bous ing

78. UNDRO has been co-operating with the nedical faculty of the University of
Bordeaux fI on a research project, entitled "Health and bousing in a rapidly
urbanizing city" (situated at Maradi, Niger), and has been providing lecturers for
that facultyrs annual course on disaster nedicine. A staff nenber of the Office is
advising tbe Bofdeaux fesearch tearn on the technical aspects of building
clinatoloqy, Land use and risk analysis.

D. Public infornatiop, data processinq and connunications

79. The year under review saw a furtber strenqtheninq of this essential conponent
of the activitj.es of UNnRo. This involved the collalion and processing of up-to-
date information on d isaster-prevent ion technology, pre-disaster planning, public
education, assessnent of relief needs and other aspects of disaster nanagernent.
This infornation was nade available to tbe lnternational conmunity and nidely
disseminated throuqh the UNDRO Nens and other publications.

80. During 1983, UNDRO contlnued to strengthen and expand a1!. three basic
conponents of its disaster ihformation suh-programrne: (a) regular publication of
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up-to-date nanuals, reports, bulletina and rnonographs on new technological
developmenes' (b) the infornation base conposed of the tbta Bank, Reference Library
and Registry and (c) comnunication facillties.
(il Public lnfornation, technical publlcatlons

81. Infornation on recent tectrnical developments in disaster prevention and
preparedness lras nade available to naCional experts and po}lcy-nakers by rneans ofperlodic publications and nonograpbs reporting the studies and proceedings of
speclalized meetings. Ttrese included the proceedings of the
on Earthquake prediction Case Historles ( UNDRo 83,/35), almed

UNDRO/I'NESCO Seminar
at alerting disaster-

Eartbquahe Preparedness in the Balkan Region .nd . @r@E...4!gdgEnerqencies are in print.

42. llork lras alao conpleted on the last two volumes of the joint T NDRO/UNEP
Cornpendlum on Disaster prevehtion and Mitlgatlon - preparedness Aspects
(tfiftRo/z2/1 6, vol. xI) and sociat and sociological Aspects (uNDRo,/2246,
vol. xll) - as $rell as on the revlsed and updated veilion of Building and Clvi1
Eng ineer ins Aspects (uNDF(o/22/7 6 r vol. vr,. Tlro other uNono F[EtiEaEt6iE-ln crear
9:rnalt9 Te Sanitation Aspects IuNDRO/22/76, vol. VIII) and pisasters and the
Dlsabled (UNDRO/8 2/3I) vhicb were translated into French and Spanlsh, a third,
entitled shelter after pisaster (ttNDRo,/92ll?), was translated into Spanish.

83. In a najor drive to publicize the 24-hour energency telephone nunber of UNDRo
anbng United Natlons-agency field offices and governrnent offlclals, a poster wasprinted in Arabic, English, Frencb and spanish and distributed world-wide.

84. During lhe year, the bi-rKrnthly publication UNfJRo I,lews was expanded and
further improved in presentation and content. rn; number of pages lras increased
from 12 to 24, a n€w cover was designed and the press run was raised to mee! agrowing denand, particularly frorn d isaster-nanagement officials throughout the
wor1d. rn addition to providing factual lnfornation about the aceivities of uNDRoln disaster relief, prevention and prepaledness and on current disaster situations,
the UNDRO News has sought to keep its readers at'reast of technical developrnents in
d isaster-related f ields.

85. The nedia were kept inforned through periodic press releases and pres6
briefings of emergency operations undertaken by the office.
(ii) Data Bank, Reference Library and Reqistrv

86. The UNDRo Reference Library has been built up lnto a storehouse of infornation
on virtually every type and aspect of diaasters and other emergencies as $elr as of
rnanagement refererrce material. It has nov, over 31000 volumes and, in addition to
United Nations personnel, rnany external researchers use its facilities.

nanaqernent authorities and government officiars in ear thquake-prone councries to
the possible social and econonic consequences of predictions, and the proceedings
of an. expert neeting on space Appllcations for the Acquisltion and Dlssenlnation of
Dl sa_ster-Re lated Data. Tlro olber publlcations, tbe proceedings of a Seninar on
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87. lfhe Reqistry naintains historical records of disaster events as well as an
extensive filing systen which facilitate access to infornation on any relevant
topic.

88. Tbe inforrnation and data processing activities of T NDRO r.rere further
expanded. Several systen enhancenents were implemented during the period, leading
co a further improvenent in computer i zed services. As the key supFor t eletnent in
all aspects of the work of UNDRo, this inprovenent in lhe information and
data-processing capabililies has been a contributory factor ln lncreasing the
effectiveness of its operations during 1983.

89. The capacity and information volume of the Disaster Inforrnalion Data Base were
lncreased, and progranmes for the conputer production of standard reports
enhanced. The operational tria] of a new systen for direct access on conputer
terninals to commercially available data bases both in Europe and the United States
was continued, vrith a vien to increasing the guantity and guality of disaster-
relaled infornatlon avaifahle to IINDRO and, througb UNDRO, to other United Nations
organizations, governnents and other mernbers of the d isasCer-managernent cornmunity.

90. The country Profile Data Base, establlshed in 1982, had by the end of 1983
been enlarged to contain basic information on rore than 100 counCries. Requests
for the UNDRO country profiles produced by this systen were received regularly
throughout the year fron governrnents, United Nations and other organizations, as
well as interested individuals in many parts of the world. The Consultanesl Roster
of ITNDRO was also enlarged during the year, and it noe contains data on
approxinately 150 d isaster-managernen t sp€cialists available for technical
assistance or assessnent nissions. The conputer ized Country Profiles are
supplenented with documents containing information on disaster-prone countries as
well as UNDP country/fieLd infornation, di saster-energerrcy plans and technical-
assistance projects. A nap library and a number of f ilms/slides/cassettes on
disaster ernergenc ies are also available and, in 1983, an extensive nel, collection
of education and training naterials on disaster managernent was established.

91. The preliminary design of tbe nen Suppt ier s/Stockpi les Profile Data Base was
conpleted in 1983 and input prepared for approxinately 75 suppliers of specialized
relief items. These data contain specifications, prices, ordering characeeristlcs
etc., for suppliers of such itens and for stockpiles of relief goods which UNDRO
can draw upon for dlsaster-relief use. The design of the Biblioqraphic Data Base
of dlsaster publications reas also initiated during 1983. The cataloguing of the
Refererce Library vras conpleted and wiII be entered into this DaCa Base during
1984. This will allov, instantaneous display, on any of che UNDRo computer
terninalsr of abstracts of preselecCed docurnents in the Reference Library
collection,

92. fn keeping with its role as the focal point, wj.t}in the United Nations, for
the dissemination of disaster-related inforrnation, UNDRO provided the UniCed
Nations Childrenrs Fund (UNICFF), at its request, with direct access to the
Disaster Information Data Base by directly linking it to the UNICEF computer
terninals.
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(iii) conununication facilitles
93. In conjunction with the centre national dr6tudes spatiales (CNES) in Toulouse,
France, UNDRo carried out a series of exp€ri.nenta and field trialsl durinq 1993, of
a rJortable saterlice transnitting beacon suppried by cNEs. The beacon contains a
keytoard, which allows the on-site entry, by an UNrIRO Relief Officer, of detalled
infornation on a disaster together with priority relief reguirenents, and the
autornatic transnission of this infornation via satelrite to UNDRo headquarters at
Geneva. The results of the experinents so far are encouraging, and tesling of the
device will continue in 1984.

94. The followlng labte shoh's sone of tbe results achieved through the inprovenents
and expansion referred to above.

Statistics on disasters processed by the Corununication Centre

Calendar Year
1980 1981 L982

Aler! events
Disasters with UNDRO in\rolvenent
Situation reports ls sued

Communications

cost (United States doltar s)

Telex transnission time (hrs)
Costs per hour (thited states dollars)
Nunber of nessages transmitted

Conput er usaqe

conputer use fron terrninals (man-hours/day)

Terninals (nunter )

NA

L2

88

3?l
3t

.r3 4

198 3

442

43

1983

t5
68

50

I

198 0 L98L 4
32 673

892

36.6

9 651

Ls82 4
590

236

40.9

807

LO7 726 II4 893

3 7s3 3 921

28.7 29.3

L2 25 579 33 859

Dec.
r98 0

6

I

Dec.
19 81

Dec. Dec.
L982 1983

42

5+

J5

5+

16

No!e; + = plus printer.

4 RaCiohalization of the distribution system and transnission techniques,
as well as other cost-saving rneasures introduced durlng IgBl-82, resulted, as shown
here, in a 30 per cent reduction of costs/hou! by fhe end of l9g2 as compared
to I98 0.
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IV. ORGANI?ATIONAL AND FINAITICIAL ISSUES

A. Orqan i za tion

95. The current organizational structure and functions of the office of the United
Nations Disaster Relief co-ordinator were set out in sT/scB/organization,
Section N,/Rev.2 of 29 February 1984.

96. The staff table of the Office, reflecting tbe decisions taken at the thirtf
eighth session of the cenelal Assenbly, appears in annex 2 below. As can be seen
from that table, 36 posts were financed under tbe regular budget and 18 from
voluntary contributions nade to the ITNDRO Trust F\rnd - sub-accqunt for strengthening
th€ Office of t}le United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator was prepared.

B. Financial resources

97. Annexes III, Iv and v sbovr tbe resources available to UNDRO under the regular
budget and fron extrabudgetary resources. whlle alLocations and expenditures under
the regular budget have remained virtually unchanged, expenditures financed frorn
volunEary contributiona have increased. Tbe incone of the sub-account for
strengthening the Offlce has declined and no unearnarked contrlbutlons nere
received for che sub-accounts for unearmarked energency assistance' or technical
co-crperation ln disaster plevention and planning.

98. As for the separate sub-accounts for emergency assistance, earrnarked for given
countries, tbe total of tbese has shonn in the biennlum 1982-1983 a notabLe
increase to $I3,974,156 as compared with $1,140,438 in lhe preceding biennium
1980-1981. sinilarly earnarked contrj.butlons for technlcal co-operation in
disaster prevention and planning, including the Pan-caribbean Disa6cer Preparedness
and Prevention Project, have risen to $?02,686 in the 1982-1983 biennium as
compared with $110,718 in the preceding biennium.

l. Regular budget

99. The final flgure for appropriations for the biennium 1982-1983 anounted to
$5'328,000 (ceneral Assersly resolutlon 38/226 Al. For Ehe biennium 1984-1985, the
GeneraL Assenbly apF,ropriated an anount. of S5,236,400.

2. voluntary conlributions

100. As set out. ln the report of the Advisory comnittee on Adnlnistrative and
Budgetary Ouestions (A/38/476, annex II), and in the nerr brochure entitled rThe

UNDR0 Trust Fund", voluntary contributions to UNDRO are accounted for under tbe
following headings I

(a) Trust Fund for ceneral Disaster Relief (created by virtue of cenelal
Asserbly resolution 2816 (xxvl) of 14 Decenber l97I)t
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(b) UNDRO Trust Fund (created by virtue of ceneral Assenbly resolutLon
3243 (XXIX) of 29 lioverber 1974 and expanded by resolution 3532 (XXX) of
17 December 1975) witb its subsidiarlesr

(i) Sub-account for the strengtlenlng of the Office of the Uniteal Naeions
Disaster Relief Co-ord inatory

({i) subaccount for etfiergency assistance to supprenent regurar budgec grantat

(iii) Sub-account for technlcal co-operation in disaster preventlon and
planning 

1

(iv) separate sub-accounts for energency rerief assistance earnarked for given
countries.

10r. volunt&ry funds contributed to these Trust Funds and tbeir sub-accounts areadministered in conformity with the united Nations Financial Rules and Regulatlons
and tbe provlsions of tbe Secre tary-ceneral, s Bultet.in (ST,/SGB,/I88). However, aE
no support costs have been charged for activities financed fron sub-accounts fortechnical co-operation or earnarked for energency assistance, it has been decidedthat fron r .tanuary L984. 2 per cent of expenditures from these sub-accounts rrillb€ transferred to tbe sutsaccount for strengthening uNDRo to neet handling andcomnunications costs directly associated with these expendltures.

I02. out of the sum of $Ir532,800 allocated in the 1982-1903 bienniurn frotn the
sub-accounC for strengtbening of the Office, the sun of gf,395,OOO was spent. Itshould be noted that only 91,00s,46i.20 of this expenditure vraa covered bycontributions in the bienniun, while g24g,g7'.g8 was covered fron other Lncorne,malnly inter€st, resulting in a net excesi of expendlture over incone of SI4O,5G5.

103. The sun of $412,?55 was expended during the blenniurn fron the unearnarkedportion of the sutsaccount for disaster prevention ahd planning against a total ofgovernnental contributions to this portion of the sub-account of only $I31383.39.savings from previous years covered the difference between incone and expenditure.
The remalning assets in this sub-account as at I January l9g4 rr{l1 not allo},similar excess expenditure over income in the currene blennlum.

104. As heretofore, the Trust r'ttnd for ceneral Disaster Relief nas utilized as a
reserve and a revolving fund to guaranlee, and if necessary, advance sums firnly
Pl:qg.q by.dohors. for particular relief operations in order to allov, tbe gap to teDrrdged hecrreen the date of pledge and the actual receipt of the donation. as atI January 1984, that F\rndl which is distinct fron the uNDRo rrust Flnd with its
sub-accounes, bad a balance of $783,I73.

105. rn concrusion lt nust be enphasized that, in orarer for the office to maintainits present level of activity, Ehere 1s need for requlsite resources and thereversal of the unsatisfactory trend in the revel of voluntary contributions overthe past two year s.
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trlo te s

\/ These figures do not take into account relief activities in African
countries struck by sudden disaslers, such as Guinea (earthquake) ' I'tadagascar
(cyclones) and sgraziland ( floods) .
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ANNEX I

The Response of the Office of the United llations Dlsaster Relief
co-ordinator to disaster sltuations: Brief description of

relief operations

Afghanistan

r. An earthquake occurred ln the region of Hindu Kush on the Afghanislan,/pak istan
border on 31 tecember 1983. rt neasured 7.0 on the Richter scare and struck the
notth-east provinces of Afgbanistan and Che adjoining northern regions of
Pakistan. Assessnent of casualties and danage vras difficult owing to tt)e rugged
terrain. several furcher tremors occurred, with a moderate trernor in Che Nangarharprovince of Afghanistan on 6 February. The provinces nost seriously affected were
Baghlan, I-ogar, Kaubl, Sanagan and Nangarhar in Afghanistan and the North-West
Frontier Province in pakistan.

2. A total of 27,44O persons vrere reported seriously affected, 12 of whon were
kilred and 483 injured. while some 6,580 persons were evacuated from their hones,
1,316 houses were completely destroyed and 4,7L2 were partially destroyed, as wete
several nosques and governrnent buildings. Livestock losses were estimated
at 2,54I. In Pakistan there vrere t2 deathst 30 vrere injurecl and considerable
rnaterlal danage Las reported. Irunediately UNDRO offerett to assist the covernnents
and issued two Information Reports on I and 4 January 1984.

3. At the request of Che covernrnent of Afghanistan, UNDRO launched an appeal for
assistance !o the incerDational conununlty on 30 January l9g4 and nade available a
cash grant of sus 20,000 for the local purchase of construction rnaterial. As aresult, UNI(EF provided the total need of blankets, Vllto nade a cash grant of
8US I0,000 for energency rnedical suppliesl uNDp contributed 0US 30,000 for
construction nate!ial, and the united Nations comrission for Hunan setclements
(ulreHs) provided a technical nission to assist the covernnen! in formulatinq anar
implement ing a reconstruction Dlan.

Argentina

4. During the first six nonths of r9B3 torrencial rains in north-east Argentina
caused severe flooding and rivers to over flow. Material damage was heavy and
approxinately 150,000 people had to be evacuated. Thousands vrere nade homeless
and, after UNDRO had issued eight Infornation Repor !s, a request for assistance
from the Governnent of Argentina h'as sent to the Secretary-General on 14 .fuly and
nas passed to UNDRO for appropriate action.

5. Tlro casb qrants r,rere given by UNDRO anounting to gUS 21.500 and an
international appeal sras issuedt follow-up infornation was transniEced through
seven Sj.luation Reports up to 6 December. The total amount of international
contributions received boe.r in casb and kind anounted to gUS 2,165,693.
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Benin

6. severely deficient and erratic rainfall tirouqhout 1983 led Eo croP fallures
and a significant lowering of rrater tables throughout the country. An UNDRO

inter-agency nission, which visited Benin from 11 to 25 Fbbruary 1984, concluded
that, until tb€ follorr'ing rainy season (!4aylJune L9841 , populatlon and llvestock ln
the north of the country would be suffering frorn severe ahortages of drlnklng vater
and aninal feed.

7. In order to restrlct tbe novenent of the population and thelr catele to Che
southern regions or their concentraeion around the few renaining nater regoufces,
the mission fornulated at lhe request of the covernnent a concerled relief
programne covering a period of six montls, $blch included (a) the establishment of
nobile teans to draw and transport drinklng water from existind or repaitable
boreholes' (b) support toh'ards the internal transport of etnergency food aid and
(c) nedicines and medical supplies to offset reduced nutritlonal lnlake, The
resources reguired for the inplenentacion of this progranne anount to $l nlllion.

Bolivia

8. In l4arch 1983' torrential rains resulted in beavy flooding in the state of
Santa cruz causlng death' destruction of homes and aevere danage to infrastructure,
501000 people regulred energency assiscance and, on 2l March the @vernment of
Bolivia reguested UNDRO to launch an international appeal- for ald. TNDRO
infiediately rnade availabLe a cash grant of $US 20,000. The frepar tment of Santa
Cruz de la Sierra vras declaled a national emergency zonet up to 12'000 houses were
rePorted damaged, along vritb brtdges, roads, and severe losses to liveseock and
cropst and 3'000 fanilies were resetlled in a canp oulside tie city of santa cruz.

9. t NDRo issued six Situatlon Repor ts based on infornatlon received from an UNDRo
delegate, nho undertook field trips in the area. The internaEional response
reported to UNDRO resulted in assistance valued at $US 2,012,423.

Chad

10. UNDRO maintalned a delegate in N I Djarnena unlil Novenber ]-983 to assist the
United Naeions Resident co-ordlnator in the irnplenentation of the energency
progranme defined a! the Inlernational Conference on Asslstance to Chad, beld at
Geneva in November 1982. cash contributions received through UNDRo for this
prograrnne totalled $3.5 miulon and contributions reported to ttNDRo during thls
period arnounted to $165 mlllion.

11. An Energency Actlon corunittee under the Uinistry for Disaster Relief, r'ith the
participation of United Nations agencles, bllateral donor a and major
non-gover nnental organlzations, was set up for in-country lelief eo-ordlnalion.

]-2. The UNDP/OPE project of Logislic Support to Cbe Disaster Relief Minister
became operational in April 1983 and proved an essential and reliable complement to
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the privaCe sector for transport of food aid (over 1,000 tons./nonth). A totat of
19 Erucks h,ere handed over to the project. I\tro reglonal logistlc bases nere
established nith the assistance of t}e Swiss Disaster Relief Unit. In NrDjamena,
eiqht additional warehouses were reconstructed Hith a grant of $225r0O0 frorn USAID
to double tbe storage capaclty of the capital. Cash contributions received by
UNDRO fron the United States, Canada, EEC and $orld vislon for inland Cranspor!
costs made it possible to nove over 15,OOO tons of food from NrDjanena to the
interior. Close to 40,000 tons of food were thus distributed in 1983 avertlng a
drastic deterioriation of the situation. The central Hospital in NrDjamena was
enatrled to resume its functions and was provided with urgently needed drugs and
nedical equipnent.

13. Duling the period frorn l,hrch to.Tune 1983, IINDRO effectlvely co-ordinated the
repatriation of 81000 chad natlonals fron Nigeria to their region of origin.

L4. The reaults of the 1983-1994 agricultural campaign and capacity of relief
delivery Here assessed in October 1983 by a joint rAo^{rp^NDRO nission, which
called for 57,000 tons of energency food assistarrce in 1984 and lncreased emphasis
on rnid-tern rehabilitation projects.

15. Throughouc that major relief progranmer close contact lras maintained at fleld
and headquarters levels rrith Unlted l.Iations agencies (UNDP, FAO, WFPr UNICEF, tllto,
UMCR, tfMo) and non-gover nrnental organlzations operating in chad (M6decins sans
Frontiare, L€ague of Red Cross Socletles, fnternatlonal comilttee of the Red Cross,
M6decins du l,[crde, CARE etc. ) .

Colornbia

16. on 31 Uarch 1983r an earthquake struck the department of Cauca, 300 kn
south-west of Bogotd, destroying 80 to 85 per cent of the city of popayan. Over
200 deaths vrere reported and nany people were injured, sone permanently disabLedt
30,000 people were rendered horneless. UNDRo closely nonitored lhe situation
through the UNDRO/UNDP Resident ReDresenlative and offered assistance to the
Governnent.

I7. UNDRo issued two alert messages on I and 2 April. on 6 Aprll, at the request
of the Governrnent, UNDRO launcbed an appeal for international assistance and nade
an emergency cash qrant of $US 20,000. An UNDRo co-ordination officer arrived in
Bogotd on the sarne day to assist the UNDRO^NDP Resident Representative in
assessLnq the situation and cc-ordination of relief. Drinking water supplies,
electric powe! and sanltation were seriously disrupted. In additlon, the
earthquake severely damaged the nearby towns of Cajibio, Cojati and JuIo Mito.
Physical danage to housing was extens ive and a survey report revealed 2.470 housing
units conplelely destroyed and sorne ll-,385 houses danaged.

18. The international response to the apfEal launched by UNDRO for relief needs
was quick and generous. Contrlbutions in boti cash and klnd reported to LNDRO as
at II l,lay 1983 anounted to $us 2,310,789, including the proceeds of a united
Nations staff collection in both New york and at ceneva, which was natched with a
grant fron energency funda of UNI)RO.
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Ethi.opia

19. On 22 April 1983, at the request. of the covernnent of Ethiopia' an appeal vtas
made for lnternatlonal assistance through a concerted relief progranme for the
benefit of the one nillion nost seriously affected drought victims in Ethiopiars
northern regions, wollo, condar, Tigrai and Eritrea. The app€al covered the period
until the harv€st in December 1983.

20. UNDRO organized four relief missions to Ethiopia, including one inter-agency
(UNDP, UNICEF, FAOAIFP, ILO and WHO) and assigned two delegates to the Office of
the UNDRO/UNDP Resident RepresentaCive. Those missions identified loqistic
constralnts as the nain obsCacle for international rellef effores and, on
27 May 1983, UNDRO launched a special appeat for 05 million to cover transport
requirements. The appeal reguested che inCernational comnun ity to provide spare
parts, tyres, trucks and lrailers. Dohorsr response met the nost urgent needs for
the first tlro iterna. A team of mechanics, nade avallable by the snedish Sp€clal
Disaster Unit, assisted the Ettiioplan Relief and Rehabililation corunission in the
repair of heavy-duty vehicles. tNDRo also appealed to the international corununity
for casb conlribulions to subsidlze internal transport and distribution costs.

2L. A total of 19,000 tons of rellef graln were distributed with the flnancial
assistance of Canada, the United States and EEC. In addition, a complementary
prograrune' including the transportation of 8,000 tons of relief qrain to the
drought-af fected population, was undertaken in co-operation with a non-governnental
organization.

22. The total nonetary value of the international relief assistance to Ethiopia
under this progranme amounted to $36 million.

Fij i

23. Betlreen I and 2 March 1983, cyclone oscar hit the Fijian group of islands
affecting Kadavu, onu, Suva, viti, Levu, Yasaw, Naviti, vatulele, Bega and snaller
islands and causing heavy flood i ng and wind danage. The breakdolrn of cornnunications
severely affected damage assessment and initial reports received lndicated that the
cyclone r.ras the nost severe in tbe past decade. After lhe issue of four Information
Reports, the Government of Fiji requested UNDRO to Launch an internatlonal appeal
for emergency relief.

24. Following the UNDRO/UNDP Resident Representat ive I s assessnent, UNDRO granted
$US 10,000 for crop rehabilitatlon. Total danage was estimated at SUS 32r?00,000.
Conlrit,utions reported to UNDRO amounted to $US 3,808,920.

Gu inea

25. T\ro UNDRo nissions visited cuinea after the major earthquake of
22 December 1983, in which 275 people were kiUed, 1,436 injured and 20,000 rendered
tomeless. They ensured the assessment and implementation of eartbguake emergency



A/39/267
E/]-984 /96
Enql ish
Page 28

assistance in IErticular contributions valued at $185,000 to facilitate the inland
transport of relief supplies. Immediately after t$e earthquake, the Svrisa Disaster
Relief Unit established a special radio-connunications link bet\,reen che diaaster
area and the capital of Conakry. fnrountry eartbguake prevention and preparedness
neasures are among the follolr-up activities being undertaken by UNDRO.

l4adaga scar

26. On 16 February 1984, UNDRO launched an appeal for international assistance on
behau of the covernnent of l4adagascar for emergency assistance to the population
affected by the cyclones which had hit the country: Andry on I Decenber I983t
cahoto or 5 January 1984t and Dornoina on 20 January 1984. An UNDRO delegaee
visited l,ladagascar on 26 February 1984 and rnade a field trip to !4ajunga, a severely
affecCed province in the north-rrest. An assessment of the situation was made after
consultations wieh concerned governrnent officials, bil-ateral donors,
non-gover nnental organizations and organizations in tbe Unlted Nations system.

27. Extensive danage was reported resuleing fron rainfalls, nhlch exceeded
200 per cent above average. The conbination of direct cyclone danage and effecls
of flooding created an energency situation. As the connunication syslern, roads and
bridges eere destroyed, the most urgent need was to assist the affected population
totally cut off in areas. The loss of rnost of the rice crop aggravaCed the food
s ituat ion .

2a. Danage is initially estimated at $25 milllon. Dtadagascar has not yet
recover€d from the effects of previous disasters, which have affected the entire
econony and infrastructure,

l4auritania

29. In response to a request received on 14 fJecernber 1983 frorn the covernnent of
Mauritania, UNDRo organized an inter-agency nission which visited tbe country fron
14 to 2I February 1984 to revie$ the inplenentation of the energency actlon plan
prepared by Che covernment to conbat the effecCs of the persistent drough! and to
identify neans of strengthening the ongoing relief effort, particularly for the
benefit of vulnerable groups. The mi.ssion was composed of representatives of
UNDRo. UNICEFT UNDP, the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, WFP, ILO, FAO and
WTIO.

30. rhe rnission called for additional food aid, trucks and contributions towards
lransport costs, assistance in nutritional rnonitoring and strengthening of medical
facilities, as weII as sbort-terrn neasures in tbe field of agriculture, cattle
raising, hydrol-ogy and utilization of labour.

!4ozanrbigue

31. l4ozanbique has been suffering frorn prolonged drought since 1980. UNDRO

co-ordinated relief assistance for the coastal provinces in the north during Cbe
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period fron March to Decenber 1982 and, since January 1983, for the central and
southern ptovinces.

32. A supply of water by means of ground-eater-dr i Uing 1s urgenCly required. In
I'lay 1983r al the reguest of the covernnent, ITNDRO appealed for assistance for Che
water supply projecc to dritl 80 yrells in and around Maputo. The total cost of the
project nas SUS 1.5 nillion, which was alnost net by,tuly 1983,

33. One of the najor relief operalions which UNDRO undertook \^'as the loglstic
support for fnhanbane province. UNDRO and l{Fp dre}r up a contingency plan to
transport 10,000 tons of food, stocked in ltaputo, by ship to small ports. (UNDRO
nade an urgent appeal in August 1983 for SUS 3601000 to cover tlle cost of that
Project. An UNDRO delegate visited Mapu to in early September to finalize
arranger|€nts. )

34. As a result of the generous and prompt response of donors, the project started
in october, !,itb wFP a6 Executing Agency, and it was successfully completed by
early 1984. A second phase of the same operation nas undertaken. using additlonal
funds from WFP and the balance of the contributions already nade.

35. In \fanuary 1984, an inter-agency rnission, headed by UNDRO, with representatives
fron UNICEF, UNDP, llFP, FAO and nHO, rlas organized to assess the emergency
situation andr in parCicular, to establish unmet relief needs. Field visirs were
nade to the drought-affected provinces of C,aza and fnhambane. The rnission also
identified problens in the distribuCion of relief goods and confirrned that, in
6pite of generous contributions fron donors and relief operations, the situation
remained serious, especially in tlaputo and the above-nentioned provinces and an
estinated 750,000 persons r.rere still in need of urgent assistance.

36. In addition to the immediate relief needs, nedium- and long-term needs
identified by tbe nisslon were being incorporated ln the UNDP Country programne.
Those included agriculture, health, lrahsport (shipping and roads), water supply
and shelter.

37. cyclone Donoina, which hit southern Mozanbique on 29 and 30 January, seriously
compound€d the situaeiont 109 persons died and approxinaCely 300,000 persons were
affected. Agricultural land, irrigation systens and vraeer supply for Maputo vrere
severely danaged. ttNDRO launcbed further appeals for assistance. The covernnen!
of the united states granted $550,000 to repair the Mapu to watereorks.

38. confrihutions reported to UNDRO totalled 9B't,422.322 as at 24 February 1984,

Nepa I

39. In Septerilcer 1983, heavy rains resulted in severe flooding and caused
excensive danage to property, pubric utitiries, conununications and standing cropE.
lleavy loss of l ivestock and substantial danage to farms was reported.

40. The nunber of deatha was estlnated at 165 with l9l injured. Over 5,000 houses
were destroyed and nearly 10,000 cattle eere lost. Clne hundred and tvrenty-two
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bridges wele destroyed along wit}l many roads, highrrays, trater supplles and
irrigation canals. Sotne 200,000 persons were reported to have beeh affected by the
floods. UNDRo offered assistance to the covernnent and issued three Infortnation
Re por ts .

4L. Afler a fornal request fron the covernment, ttNDRO launched an appeal to t}te
international comnunity on 26 October 1993, and ehe Co-ordinator released a cash
grant of $251000 for local purchase of energency relief itens.

42. As at 9 February 1983. contributions reported in cash and kind totalled
$506,5 8s.

Nicaragua

43. Ol II oc tober 1983, a buge oil tank and, shortly afterlrards, a second tank
exploded in the city of corinto. The fires spread rapidly and eventually elght
cahks were on fire and the covernment decided to evacuate the town. On
14 october 1983, the covernnent requested uNDRo co launch an internatlonar appealfor assislance.

44. UNDRo issued four situation reports and gave cash grants amounting to
$30,000. The response of the donor corrnunity as at 9 January 19g4, anpunted to
S155,785 in cash.

Paraguay

45. Continuous heavlr rain during the year caused severe flooding of the parana and
Paraguay Rivers leading !o a critical and unprecedented situation. The total
affected popuration was estinated at 120,000, incruding 3G,000 children under five
years of age. Livestock losses were heaw and darnage to infrastructure,
particularly electrical power, was high. The covernnenc establisbed a natlonal
co-ordinating conmlttee as the focal point for operations and ITNDRo sent a delegate
on a field assessment rnission, after receiving an officiar request for assistance
on 27 l'larch l-983. 1\,ro Infornation Reports and eleven situation Reports rrere
issued. cornmenc ing witb an interhational appeal,

46. The cash grant of UNDRO of $20,000 was used for the purchase of essential
medicines through PAHo/I{Ho. up to septenber 1983, a total of t7o4,]42 rras recolded
aa contrlbutions in cash and kind from the international corununitv.

por t ugal

47. Fo rrorring storms and heavy rains on rg and 19 Novernber 1983. flash floods
caused beavy danage to northern and western areas around Lisbon. covernment
sur vel.s estlmated that over $95 nillion worth of damage had been caused to
infrasCructure, agriculture, industry, conmerce and bouslng. A relief officervisited che affected areas and uNDRo assisced in obtaining lnternational assistance
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towards energency care and shelter for 450 families left homeress bv thisdisaster. UNDRO qave a casb grant of $25,000.

sonalia

48. Fol-lonlng a government request, a tnission eras undertaken eo somaria fron 6 to13 February 1984. rt was delernined that tbe criticat sicuacion in the country wasprinarily due to belo'noflnar- rainfarr in l9g3 and to the fact that sornaria I slivestock could not be exported because of aninar disea6e. The resulting lncreasein llvestock aggravated the shortage of trater for human and anitnar cohsunption.

49' on 14 February 1984, an appeal was laur*hed reguestinq r€rief assistance forthe rlbst seriousry affected areaa Ln the north-west of sonalia until the rainv
season i.n April 1984.

Slraz i land

50. Swazitand was hit by cyclone Domolna, which crossed the country on 29 and
30 January 1984 and produced torreneial rains causing serious flood ing of theriverg. Infrastructural danage was heavy, particularly to roads, raiiways, bridges
and other cornrnunication facilities. rb6! of the rurar areas were cut off.
5r' UNDRo lras in concact with the uNDRo/uNDp pernanent Representative in Mbabanefron the outset and closely flbhitored the situation. A first Information Report
hras issued on 1 February 1994.

52' The UNDRo/uNDp pernanent Representative herd tbe first co-ordinating meetsrngon l February 1984 rrl-th . representat ives of the lrnited Nations systen and l.carinternat.ional conmunity,

53. At the reguest of the covernrnent, UNDRo launched an appeal !o theinternational conmunity on 2 February Ig84.

54. The UNDRo/UNDP Resident co-ordinator, actlng on behau of uNDRo, promptly andeffectlvery co-ordinated rocar rerref efforts ani provided uNDRo with up-to-datedanage assessment, as well as relief needs, as the situatlon developed.

55: Deseruction of major brrdges and roada prevented acces' to rural areas andmade lmmediate assessment of relief needs ariificurt. uNDRo arrocated a cash grantof $us 20,000 to cover the cost of alr drops of reJief supprres. The death torl asa resurt of the froods was estimated at s2 vrith r0 missrng. The rural wat€r supprywas badly damaged and total infrastructure damage was estimated at $4?,541,000.

56. Repair work was irfimediaCely undertaken for roads and railways anat, by Ebe endof February, the repair of roads was almost conplete and virtually aU of thecountry accessible. Distrrbution points were se! up for food, brankets and tents.National and internationar response and rerief operations of locat non-governnentalorganizations h'er€ encouraging. uNDRo issued fiire srtuation Repor ts over a pertoa
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of four weeks. In response to the international appeal launched by ttNDRO, total
contributions reported in cash and in klnd as at 29 February 1984 anounted to
$us I62,320.

Tur key

57. A najor earthquake hit Erzururn and adjoining provlnces in northern Turkey on
30 October 1983. Intenaive damage occurred between Erzurum and Kars and entire
villages were flattenedt I,346 persona dled, 1,137 were injured and there were
heavy losses of cattle. Sone 331000 persons were rendered homeless and extensive
danage was caused to tbe infraatructure.

58. Re1ief operations were promptly lnltiated by army rescue squads, the Turklsh
Red crescent and the local populatlon.

59. The Gonernnent of Serltzerland sent tlro rescue teams on 30 and 3l october 1983
and the Norweglan lied Cross arrived in Erzurum on 1 November. An tlNDRo
representatlve arrived on 3l Oc tober to assi6! the I'NDRo/UNDP Resldent co-ordinator
in assesslng the damage and co-ordination of rellef. On 2 Novenber, the Government
of Turkey requested UNDRO to launch an international appeal. UNDRO lssued two
Infornation Reporta, followed by seven Situatlon Reports.

60. A significant contributlon was made by a nun rer of donor s in response to the
appeat, which covered all relief need€ within one month of the earthguake. saudi
Arabi gave $10 nillion in casb ahd ln kind. Total contributions reported to UNDRo
anounted to $21,033,957.

Viet lian

51. sirFe the beginning of oc tober, four tyi$oons have hit viet Nam resulting ln
extenslve damage in the northern and cenEral provinces. A total of 558 people were
killed or are missing ahd a further 508 persons suff,ered injury. Iteavy darnage to
buildings, agriculture, fishery and lnfrastruclure was caused by strong winds and
rains. Food loss was estimated at 341,500 tons. On 26 Octob€!, at the request of
the covernnent, UNDRo launched a further app€al for assistance to the affected
population. In response !o Chose appeals, contributions in cash and ln kind
roralled $2,36 3,08 6.
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Total
Regular budget

198 4- 19 85
Extrabudgetary resources

1984-l-98 5

Professional category
and above

ASG

v-5
r4
,1-J

P-2/L

1

;

7

3

I

;
3

3

3

2722

General Serv j.ce calegory

Pr inc ipal Ievel

Other l evel s 25l3l2

IJTotal

Grand total 54t835
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ANNEX III

by object of expenditure

(thousands of United States dollarsl

Regular budget: Final budget approprlations and expenses

Object of expenditure
19I2-L9 83

FinaI appropriations
19 82-19 83

Final exp€nses

salar i es r

Established posts

Tenpor ary Posts

General temporary assistance

consultants

Over time

conrnon staff costs:

Representation allowances

other conmon staff costs

Travel of staf f

General operating expenses and
connunications

Hospita lity

Grants

External printing and binding

2 923.2

24 .8

102.9

12.6

10,9

7.9

944.5

247.2

88. 2

960.0

4.6

2 A22.'l

I8. 0

L2.6

6.5

7.9

945.I

246.6

87.0

I.0

960.0

4.6

Total s 328.0
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A.

ANNEX IV

Trust Fund for ceneral Disaster Relief

statemeht of assets, J-iabilities and unencumbered
fund ballmce as at L January 1984

I.

(Bienhium 1982-1983)

(Unlted Slates dollar s )

Assets

Intere st-bear i ng bank deposit

Accrued interest rece ivahle

Accounts receivable

Due from Unlted Nations general fund

Imprest cash

lbtal assets

II. Liatrillties and reserve

Accounts payable

Unliguidated obligations

tlue to Unieed Nations general fund

Total liabilities and reserve

III. Unencu bered fund balance

BaLance available as at I January 1982

Excess of lncone over exp€nditure

Balance available as of L January 1984

TotaL liabilieies and unencumbered fund balance

783 I73

783 173

452 84t

330 332

783 173

783 173
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I. fncdne

Contributions frorn Governtnentg

hblic donat ions

Subventions from Unlted Nations agencies

Bank interests

Savings priot years

Miscellaneous income

Total lncome

II. Expenditure

Per sonnel gervices/6alar 1e6

fravel

contracbual ser vices

Training, fellouships, grants and others

Equ ipnent and aupplies, acguisitlons

other operating e*penaes

Total expenditure

III. Excess of incorne over expenditure

ANNEII Mcontinued)

Trust !\.lnd for General Disaster Relief

8. statenenc of i ncone and expenditure for the bienniun 1982-1983

(Ihited Statea dollars)

sl 883

700

I s17

357 449

37 483

76 r00

525 L32

470

3 737

1s7 854

32 739

194 800

330 332
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rll l
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