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I have the ho~our to transmit herewith the text of the joint statement of the
delegations of the nyolorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the People's Republic of
Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the German Democratic RepUblic, the
Hungarian People's Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist RepUblic on the
implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States.

I would be grateful if you would have thiA statement circulated as an official
document of the fortl-fourth session of the General Assembly under items 12 and
83 (c) of the preliminary list and of the second regular session of 1989 of thr
Economic and Social Council under item 2 of its agp n 1a.

Gyennadi OUDOVENKO
Head of the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR
to the session of the Economic and Social

Council, Ambassador Ext.raordinary and
Plenipotentiary
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ANNEX

J.o.i.nt.....a..t.Dtement-J2.L.thl <2alegatlQQ.I .QL..tbl ByalonUlfOhn -S.Qylat
Soc;: 1011 tlt_,Rapubl.k.._..thL.JlQQP.l,I,~,A.JtapubliQ, Of Bulgu:.iL.._thfl
H.u.ng,A.r.!..An.. Paopltl~ 5 RepubliQ..,_...t.htL..Ott.rmAn...P..I~Dtlc 2epublic,
the rolbh-.~1.t..'..1RapubliQ, ..tla..-Union ,.2L-S.Qviat Socialh,t.
Rapubl kL.._tba CZ\Jc;:blal.o..vaJLS..o.tiA.U.I.t.,...RaR.uhllc;: Dnd tb.l
UkrAiniDn SQ.Y.la..t..-..5lKaUst 2apublk...t..o_tha 5aQon<2 .[.~U
sassiQ.LO.f. tha..-..kQnomlQ .AJld,-S.otili~Quncll_~.tha

f.2.r..tY.:--'2Y.t.t.I:L..§.vJJ1tl.o.n,J).!._thLGttl>cu:.AL.}.s ctamblY,_Qu...thJl
implement~t.,iQ,n.._Q,L..the..Chor.t.ttf-.Q{,.t&QIlQmic--.R1.ght.a ...D.n..<.LQ.Yllu

QL.S.t& tQ.~

The socialist countries attach great importance to the just and harmonious
co-ordination of the rights and duties of States in the fie1d of international
economic reletions. In our view, the real significance of the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States is that it sets forth principles of intnrnational
economic intercourse. With increasing economic interdependence, guideposts ar6
needed in order to foster multilateral economic co-operation to the advantagA of
all countries, to co-ordinate Aconomic activity at the national and international
levels and to solve global problems, including problems of developmont.

The continuing relevance o~ many provisions of the Charter is evidenced in
particular by the fact that they have been confir~ed by consensus in a number of
subsequent United Nations documents and in other major inte~national forums.

In tho 15 year~ since the Charter was adopted, progress In implementing its
goals and tasks has been insignificant. That was due largely to a deterioration of
international economic and social problpms, which are becoming increasingly compl~x

<wd global ~ n scope and af feet all members of the war Id community without
exception. Disparities in the economic development of different groups of
countries and regions are increasing, difficulties and disequilibria in world trado
and in currency and financial relations persist, and the situetion of many
developing countries continues to deteriorato as a result of roduced growth rate~,

the burden of oxternal indebtednoss and the decline In export earnings as a rosult
of the fall in prices for many types of raw materials. The need to help incroaso
the flow of resources from 011 sources into the developing countries in ordor to
ilccel("rate their devolopmont is Ilf)coming increasingly important.

The persistent difficulties in international econorric relations arc
intensifying because of the lack of adequate ~pproaches on the part of tho worlJ
community to the int.errelated pr'oblems of development. Effort.s t.o l'inli pnict.icill
solutions are frequently unco·-ordinated i'\nd undertaken ·,ithin t.he narrow cont: irw~l
of individual economic groupings without due regard for the interests of all
countries and for the interdependenc" between world economic processbs and the
social and economic pG~amoters of dovelopmont.
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Th. task seems to ~e to universalize the Oialogue anO the negotiating
process. A special role must ba played here by the UniteO Nations and all the
organizations anO agencies of the system, which have the capabilities neeOeO to
harmonize multilateral approa~hes to the various aspects of international economic
relations and to co-orOinate macrc-economic policy on a universal and voluntary
baJi. by working oue ccn~en.~al agreements reflecting the balancIJ of inter.sts of
all States.

The wQll-known initiative taken by the socialist countries in the UniteO
Nations concerning i~t~~national economic security is also aimed bt encouraging a
multilateral Oialogue with a vi6w to rebching consensus on ways to secu~e the
conditions for a pre~ict4ble, stable anO sounO Oevelopment of the world economy.
The creation of such conOiticns would enable all States to start restructuring
international ~conomic relations jointly, in the spirit of the Charter of the
UniteO Nations, th3 still ~ullr rel~vant principles of the Charter of Economic
Rights anO Duties of ~~8te~ al.d other basic United Nations documents.

Recent events sh~w t~at ~ realistic approach gearod to reaching consensual
agreeme~ts 0rens the way for solving many problemb that burden world economic
development.

Favourable changes in the international arena, developments in the area of
disarmament and reduction of military expenditure, as well as the defusing of
rogional conflicts, are directly linked to the implementation of the provi3ions of
tha Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States concerning the duties of Statos
to help achieve general and complete disnrmament under effertive international
control, peacelul coe'lCistenco, peaceful settlement of disputes, respect for human
rights and fundaml!lntal freedorns, and international co-operation and social justice.

The continuation of of forts to reduce the burden of military spending, which
absorbs a large part of the national revenue of many countries, will contribute to
progress towards such goals of the Charter as restoring the flow of financial
ro&curces to developing countries and ensuring their steady economic growth.

In contact" among States, universal interests and humaristic principles are
beginning to come to the fore, demanding that 0 new approach be taken to
contemporary economic probloms. Most of those problems found reflection in the
Charter, but in the past 15 years their m~gnitude and complexitl have incretsed
immeasurably. One of the most complex problems is that of the external debt. The
intensive dialogue going on in international forums and meetings, inclUding the
United Nations, concerning this prD~lem should help to rind practical ways of
alleviating thu debt burden, which is having an adverse effect not only on debtor
countries but also on the international economy as a whole. General ~ssembly

resolution 43/198, which instructs the United Nations Secretary-General to begin
c0nsuitations on thu debt problem at the highest political lvvel, is very important
in this connection. We think thrt the success of such efforts will depend above
all on the geod will of all interested countries and their readiness to weigh each
other's interests.
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The world community's increasing attention to the environmental crisis is
reassuring. The various conceptual studi~s undertaken at the United Nations and
the practical steps taken have lent impetus to international co,-operation in this
sphere. The major initiatives put forward by the leaders of many States, including
the socialist countries, the resolutions on environmental problems adopted by the
United Nations, the ideas of the Brundtland Commis~ion and numerous other findings
create a genuine basis for stepping up the search for ways and means of ensuring
ecologically safe development.

New life is being breathed into such Charter ideas as the need to make the
activities of international economic organizations univer~al and more effuctive, in
the interests of all countx'ies. As the Final AI.t;. of the seventh session of UNCTAD
pointed out, there is "a growing consensus that the revitalization of development,
growth and international trade in an increasingly interdependent world is a common
objective which requires continued cu-operative efforts within a multilateral
framowork involving all St:3ltes."

A consensus is also gradually emerging with regard to ways of ~~tting into
practice the provisions of the Chartor concerning the freedom of every State to
choose its economic system and the forms of organization of its foreign economic
relations, and the inadmissibility of the use of economic measures to coerce
another State into subol'dinating the exercise of its sovereign rights. In
particular, the Declaration on the Enhancement of the Effectiveness of the
Principle of Refraining from the Threat or Use of Force in International Relations
(General Assembly resolution 4~/22), which was adopted by consensus, declaras that
no State may use ox' encourage the use of economic, political or any other type nf
measures to coerce another State in order to obtain from it the subordination ol
the exercise of its sovereign rights and to secure from it advantages of any kind.

There is a growing consensus on the actual directions that United Nations
activities with regard to transnational corporations should take. Early agreement
on a draft codo of conduct for transnational corporations would be e~pecially

important for these activities.

We believe that the positive changes taking place in attitUdes to
international economic problems should be carried further in preparing the
international development strategy Cor the 19909 a,ld in preparing for the special
session of the General Assembly on economic questions scheduled for April 1990.
That is especially true of questions relating to the co-operation of all States in
enhancing the effectiveness of international economic crganizations, particularly
organizations of the United Nations system, as instruments of constructive
multilateral dialogue ar.d negotiation aimed at finding a balance of interests among
all participants in interndtional economic relations.


