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CHAIRMAN: . I call the meéting to order. .
The Agends for phis Public Meeting contains three items:
l.. Public Hearing of Representatives of the Communist Party of Palestihe,

Central Committee.

2. Public Hearlng of Rep*esentatlves of the League for Jew1sh-Arab

Ranprochement.

3, Public Hearlng of Representatives of the Council (Waad Halr) of the
Ashkenaslc Jewish Community,

Can we adopt this Agenda?

(No objectlon v01ced)

3 SREUE S
R

CHAIRMAN The Agenda is adopt,ed° The first item on the Agenda relates

to the questions to be put to the representatives of the Commumist Party..
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.-fgmr; Mikunis, Dr. Ehrlich, énd.Mr° Vilner, will you plesse come up on
Q’tﬁeﬂpiaffo;mi
: (M Mikﬁnis, Dr. Ehrlich, and Mr. Vilner took their seats at thé table)
| CHAIRMAN: Dé any o théﬂmémbers»bf the Committee wish to put .some
Vq;éstions. o
Mr. Siﬁid (Yugoslavia) - Mr. Mikunis, you have, in replying to the
aueétions. of the gentlemen of the Committee, mentioned my country several .
times, You did so precisely when referrihg to that part of the programme
of your Party which has aroused the éféaté& interest, that is, to the question
of the equality of rights.of peoples. This might give me right, and possibly
even make it my duty, to make some reference to the fact that you have, in
your peplies, in order to substantiate the correctness of‘your views, pointed
tothe solution of the national question which has been achieved during and
after this war in my édﬁntry; ‘
I shall not do so; however, for reasons walch are easy to understand.
But, in connection with this example you have given, I should 1ike you to
answer a question. in order:to.make sure that I have understood you corpectlye
My question is: Have I understcod you correctly if I take your programme
for the solution of the probiem which has arisen hiétoricaily in Palestine to
mean that, according to your conceptions, your demand for the abolition of the
Mandate, the withdrawal of British forces and the immediate prodlamétion of
Palestine'!s independence 1s a result of your ccnviction, that in such an event
Vthe actual conditions (and relationships) in Palestine will undergo such a |
change that they will constitute new corditions and a completely new objective
reality, in which the Arab and Jewish peoples, and their progressive democratic
 forces, free of all influences from without, will be able to find an answér to
all fundamental questions of 1ife in common in a common country? Is it so, or
not?
Mr. MIKUNIS: Exactly. Our conviction is that when the United Nations

-

Organization will proclaim the independence of Palestine, after the abolition
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of the Mandate and the evacuation of troops in Palestine:there will occur, L
would say, r-volutionary changes. The peasantry, the working class, &nd the
intellectuals will be free to express their opinion. They will be free to
mobilize the masses of the people for the protection of the independence and

the democratic state. This is our conviction. This is based on the composition
of the social forces in Palestine among the Jews and Arabs., This is based on
history, even of the recent years, on examplgg:?erhf%ggggnt peoples. This is
the general rule of freedom of all onpressed peoples. We do not think that
Palestine and the Jewlsh and Arab pconles are an .xception in this respect,

That is why we gave the examnle of Tugoslavia, Althéugh our conditions are
different, we think that cthe lines for the future development of our country are
similar.

Mr. SIHIC (Yugoslavia): Thank you, How, this is my second question: You
have stressed in your speeches and statecments, that the fundamental freedoms,
such as the freedom of the ;ress and meeting and assembly, of the public
expression of thought and c;;;£§£ion, and so on, are not guraranteed in Palestine,
I should like you to give us a more detailed account of your experience in this
respect? I should also like to know whether such measures arec applied equally
to all organizations, pclitical parties and individuals?

Mr., MIKUNIS: Ve ﬁave a rich experience in this respect in Palestihe,

For instance, ihe CmTyégist Party of Pslestine was illegel until 1942 and was
very severely persecuted. We had no legal paper. Hundreds of Communists had
been deportud frém the country, and hundreds imprisoned on the basis of
Emergency legulations, without any court. ZXven on the 7th of July 1941 the
Secretary of the Party was arrested along with several other Zlembers, although
nothing could have been showuwn against them accept that they are Uommunists,

On the basis of the Defence\ggg;lations we were sentenced to be imprisoned--to
be detained until thé end of the war. The racing forces of democracy were
stronger than these Defence Regulations, and the Government, under the pressuse .

of public opinion here and abroad, was compelled to release us after several

1
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-‘mgnths of detention. Our legal paper, Kol-Hazm, was stopped for one month on
~ account of a cericature on local matters. ‘he paper of the Arab Trade Unions,

. '
the Al~IEyéhad, was also stopped last year for one month. Our daily paper,

A Ké%fﬁaam,until now has no telephone., We have to use nrivste telepho%es because
thé Government qoes not allow us to have a telephone after four or five months
of : existence of our daily paper. You havet;}least”ikinb example of yesterday.

fos tion . .
Yesterday the Government revealed anew its rea } by applying martial measures

~din N&Bhanya and its surroundings. I think I am just in protestingf;ere agda nst
this collcective punishment. I ask whether such measures would be applied ageainst
Manchester and Liverpool if two soldiers were kidnapped there, We are deprived
bf the elementary civil liberties of this country. Inhabitants of Palestine are

 ‘deported to other countries. They are detained bvr hundreds ard thousands without

‘ any reasons, The Klné/z/v1d Hotel was explodgd in Jerusalem, but after eight

, days the Government decided to punish Tel Aviv--to impose a curfew and martial
R

“heesures on Tel Aviv for four days,causing sufferings to two hundred thousand
1nhabltants in the biggest city in Palestine. The CGE/Qf/ng is very severe,
‘and especially regarding our daily paper. We gave in our memorandws and in our

.speeches a long list of discriminations and of the deprivationsof the elementary

elv1l liberties, both to hrabs and Jews, for the last thlrty years" ,h:+ I wented

‘ tostress and to underllnc it 1n§our reDorts5/that the main persecutions
’I?f the Communlsts and other progressive élrcles in PalestineWi2 on account of our

- fight for Arab-Jewish cooperation andrepprochement because we estimate, and
'iexperience has shown, that the strongest weaponsof imperialism in Palcstine are

hoﬁ the tanks and the bombers, nor the police, but the strongest weapon is the
lArab-Jewish antagonism, In every case where Arabs and Jows unite and fight together
they always succeed. This is our cxperience for the last twentynfive years.

Mr. SIFIC (Yugoslavia): You have stated Categorlcally, among other things,

thpt Palestlne has been made into a Brit%\/)allltary Jase in the MlddleyL@St Can

? ¥ou give us any further evidence sucstantiating such an assertion and such an

<

pﬁraisal of the matter?
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Mr. MIKUNIS: In my address I indicated that the British troops in

Palestine are too numerous, not cnly to suppress the liberation movement in

t a.l.
Palestine, and the liberation movement in the Middle f2st, but/the numbee
intention . . L
of troops showsthat Britain'd to fortify, to strengthen and to widen itg: -

military bases here as a preparation for a Third World War. The argument isthat

these troops have to protect the Jews against the Arabs, and the Arabs from the
neither

Jews., It is very strange that these troops are stationed * anong the

1rabsrpr among the Jews, They are stationed in the Southern part of Palestlne

ncer the Egyptian Frontier. They nre stationed in the South in huge permanent

camps,  There are many permanent camps in Palestine. Teng of thousands of

workers arc still engaged in these military camps, ig?§Enstruction of new

buildings, end in workshops. There are several military aerodromeswhich are stillx

maintained, where buildings are still added, and vhere workshops are erected,

A1l these frcts, which arexuﬂ;co?pl'prove that Great Britain,together with the _

2id and consent of American imperialism,erects here in(Palestine a military -base, }

I think that you will be able, I hope so, £Q obtain further details on this

military base from the War Ministry of Great E;itain. : : - g
Mr. HOOD (Australia): Bir. Cﬁairmen, I would like, if I may, to clear up

one point arising from the paper read by Mr. Vilner, As I understand the prOposal

made in general terms by the spokesman who is present with us, there would be

two steges: There.would first be the stage of proclama@ion of the ‘principle of

indenendence, and secondly the stage of the actual establishment of an independeht

administration in Palestine. Might I ask whether any of these gentlemen could glve

us .. statement op the -time he would think would be necessary before the second

stage was started--let us say the interval between the first and the second stage.
Mr, VILNER: In our proposals there are no stages., We think, we are suré,

that the peoples of Palestine are ripe for independence. The questionis not a

qﬁostion of stages. the question is how to obtain--how to carry out ijlnractlce,_

now, in the nearest nossible future, the independence of Palestine.  Our proposal

stressed, and}%as also obvious from the questlonlng last Sunday, one side of the
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' matter. It means the v ﬁre-conditions for the independence of Palestine. We

".'have stressed in our statement, in our memorandwn, and in our oral statement,

K : that the independence of Palestlne can be achieved if some pre-conditions were

carried out by the Unitad Nat:Lons Organization - dn participation and ~ooperation-

i‘ _ .‘mth the peoples of Palestine, What are these pre-conditions? first of all,
] we propoee that in the September Session &f the Assembly of the United Nations . |

) Organization, the United Nations Organization according to our proposals should

‘dec:ide: s Th .t the Bfit,ieh lagndate of the League of -Nations be abolished,

. 2. Thai;, in the nearest future, : in the shortest possible time,that the
Brltlsh Army of Occupatlon and the British Police should leave Palestine, On
these two, let me Say,- negative proposals, at least we have the full support not

" only of the Communist Party but of the whole Jew:.sh Community and Arab Communi ty

in Palestlne Let me in this connection,., .

Mr, HOOD (Austraiia)' Mr, Chalrman,l asked areasonebly s:.mple questlon.(
Mr.: VILNER: I will come. to that.
_ Mr. HOOD (Australia): ‘A1l I want to know -is whet};er you contemnlate an

. interval, and if so how long? »

CHAIRMAN ¢ Yes, we need no‘c. go 1nto the support you had for your claims,

The question was only the time it would take between the t wo' Stages,

7 Mr, VILNER Yes, I know, bwt' the time is dependent on the s:.tuatlon in

Palest).ne and on the attltude of both peoples, not on abstract calculatlons of

-the Communists or other parties. Ihat is our opinion, at least,

CHATRMAN: Yes, but I do not think it is necessary to read the s’c,atcment.
Mr, VILNER No, not a statcment, only t wo or three lines, It is not a

-statement,

CHAIRMAN: I do not. think it is necessary, Will you answer the question
without any reference as to what other communities might think?

Mr,. VILNER. Our proposition on stages or against stages depends on this: In

our opinion the whole question is what is the attitude of both peoples of Palestine, -
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The stages arenot a question to act out in a room alongside a table with a pen

in hand. The question of stages and of the possibllity to carry out our program

for immediste independence or nearest possible independence of Palestine is

dependent on thls.
. Lot
R

Tt GHAIRMAN: Yes, you sald it would be 1mmedlately. ‘You have said there

would be no stages, that it woqu follow immediately.

fo;ZVILNER: No, it is not so simple. I wanted to explain our attitude,

I ohiy wanf to say in one sentence, not to quote, that all the newspapers, righte

British 1mper1allsm, though they have objections to. scme of our other pronosals.

Gre R W SR e et ey

i L A o . .
} wing and left-wing in the Jewish Community have supported our demands agalnst
\
|
j

: Now, how to carry out .the 1ndependence. After the dec1clon}of the UNO in
ik September about the abolltlon of the Mandate and the evacuation of Brltlsh
| ' foops our proposal has said that the Security Council of the United Nations
should appointla ﬁniped Nations Commission. Yhis Commission appointéd by the
Security Council should come to Palestine to organize and carry out'eleétions'
between Jeuws and Arabs‘to'a constituent Assembly. This body of Jews and Afabé'
will be the bédy wﬁiéh will create the constitution of the future regimé of
Palestine. According to our oronosals, as we have announced, this constltution

with
will be/accordace / the realities of Palestmne, taking into account the

| .

existgnce of two peoplés—-equal rights.

Mr., HOOD (Australia): How long do you think that will take; a matter of
months, a year, or whaﬁ? |
Mr. VILNER: I think that if the United Nations Organization would give
| our peoples a real opportunity and make impossible the interference of
the molice, of the British Military Forces, and of the British Military and
I Civil Administration, then we are sure that the people will arrange it in_monthé.
But, on one condition: No foreign interference in the matters of Palestine,
| Mr. HOOD (Australia): Who will carry on the Government? Who will carry

’ on the administration in that period?

} Mr, VILNER: I said it very clearly. This question in our proposal cannot
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eﬁist; Wﬁy? Beéauée immediately after the United Nations Organizatin'sdecision,.
b . N N . i)

]

the-dommis;ion:will come to Palestine.
Mr. HOOD {Australia) Do you msaﬁ the commission will administer the country? |
Lt
Mr. VILNER: Well, the commission, or a provisicnal institution which will
rome out of the first elections after the United Nations Commission - comes to

Palestine, I think this will elect the committee, and I am not interested in

*defailé. This is up to the representatives of the Jews and Arabs, They will

arran~e . 1in the best way they know how to work out the first camstitution of
.‘the independence of Palestine. These are - details which Eannot change the
propos~l. It may be organized in this or that way; it does not ﬁatter at all,

M:. HOOD (Australia): Why do you suggest that the Security Council appoint
a commission?

Mr. VILNER: Because we are'sure, as my comrade has. explained g few minutes
’.égo, ﬁhat the situation in Palestine (and this we should like tostress befores you)
"is very grave. It must come to an end, The quicker thé better.

Mr. HOOD (Australia): You have just told us that as soon as the Mandatory
Power goes therc will be no difficulties, the people will settle déwn. You
gnderstand that the Security Council is emnowered to act in situations which may
. ?ndanger internstional peace or security. 3ut would that be a situation to
endanger peace and serurity? I thought you said there would be no danger; there
would be only reconciliation? |

Mr. VILNER:' I think that the situation in Palestine, as in other countries,
created by American and British imperialism, is endangering the peace, I am not
a lawyer, but as a simple man I understand that the term "endangering the peace'

. in'the United Nations Charter does not mean endangering the peace today, this
afternoon, or tomorrow morning; it means a sitwation wﬁich endangers the peace,
It may in a week, or it may in a yéar or more. But, the whole political-military
situation in Palestine is endangering the peace in the.Middle East,

Mr, HOOD (Austrélia): What is y;ﬁr reason for wanting the Security/é§uncil

to act in this matter rather than the Trusteeship Council?
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Mr, VILNER: Because of two reasons: First of all tecause the situation
in Palesti&e is so grave and we have mrrtial law every day, murders and so one
Further, the race to build: _ military camps in Palestine is so intense thot the
situation is suchj and the pfoblem.is such, that it must be ﬁransferred to this
body of the United Nations.

Mr. HOOD (Australia): But you have just said that this body would not be 7

Mandatory

appointed until .théa? . had gone; is that right?

Mr, VILNER: This bedy means the Security Counecil, . the
situation in Palestine, in our opinion, endangers the peonles, But now the secondé
haif‘&f the auestion was--oh, I am sorry,but I do not remember the gecond half
of your nuestlon.

¥r, HOOD (Australia): The question was why do your prefer s tion by the
Security Council rather than action by the Trusteeship Council? '

Mr, VILNER: I am not sure if their exists now a full Trusteeship Council
in the United Nations, at all.,

CHATRMAN: It coes.

Mr, VILNER: I know, but according to the United Nations Charter, which I ;
have here with me, the Trusteeship Council is a body for transition periods. ‘I
think that in our former answer I gave also the answer why we have not proprsed the
Trusteeship Council, but?Securlty Council, bec-use we think that for Palestine the
nuestion now is independernce and not trusteeship. It means that this is also my

answer to the question "Why not / Trusteeshlp Council? ¥
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Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): The speakers here have referred more than
once to equal rights for the Arabs and the Jews in this country. I am not
sure?%hat they mean by that. Do théy think of parity? Or what is meant
by equal rights? o | |

CHAIRMAN: We debated that at very greaﬁ length at our previous
mgeting. If you read theArecord of the pfévious meetings, I think you will
get the answer to what you ésko

kr, MIKUNIS: Let me add some words.
CHATRAN: It is unnecessary because we debated that at great length

at our previous meetings.
Mr, MIKUNIS: I wish to say only a few words to clarify the matter.l
CHAIRuAN: I am not sure it can be clarified by explaining it once

more.,
lir, BLOw (Nstherlands): On Page 20 of iir. Mikunis' statement, I
read: "The UNO should provide every facility to displaced Jews desirous

to return to their countries of origin vhere democratic regimes have been

~N"M§§E5§i§éﬂé&“;“vﬁs you know, we have considerable evidence that by far the

o i

most of the Jews in D,P. Camps want to emﬁépate into Palestine and not to

- return to their countries of origin. What I want to know is: Has

kr, Mikunis-any indication that people in the camps who are desirous of
returning to their countries of origin are being prevented from doing so now?

Lr, MIKUNIS: In order to answer ,oua properly, I will read two more
lines of my statement. "The UNO should provide every facility to displaced
Jews desirous to return to the count?ies of origin where democratic regimes
hove been established, as well as to those interested in emigration to other
countries, including Palestine, taking into consideration the desire to join
relatives. This is the way to solve this urgent problem, how to eliminate
the'"Divide and Rule"speculations of imperialism.

In answér to the first question, we have facts., Hany facts have been

R
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published in the precs in Palestine and in Burope that the authorities of

the camps of displaced Jews have not only prevented some of these Jews

desiring to return to Poland ov Yugoslavia or Hungary, bub they have led

a propagandz attack against it, describing the new democratic countries as
police countries, as police states endangering the security and the material
wealth of the peoplie.

| Second; we know that the overwhelming majority of the Jews in these
displaced perscns camps desire to emigrate because of ° . hitter memories

of
and /the horrors they have survived in tle countvies of extermination. They
do not want to return because of this. They went to join their relatives,
Fheir families in different countriee. Thaat is why we say it is the duty
of the United Nations Orgonization to assist them in this and to give them
every opportunity in crder to enable them to emsgrate to those countries,
'including Palestine, and to liguicate all these camps in Western Germany,
in Austria, Italy and ngynS; in order wo put an end to this shameful shtory
of keeping the remnants, the viccims of [ascism, ihe remnants of such a
slaughter - 3" =g them two years after the war in such camps under
protection of Nazis or former Nazis and ¢ il sﬁch Nazis to makes pogroms
and provocations against.these vietims of @ ascism.

I stressed this point in my address. I stressed this point, that

this is a sin of Cain on those people who speal: so much about_Weste?n

camefrom Englan”
culture and who find a way -.» and I - only three  2ks o/ umes

: there
and I was there during the last weeks 7 ' dhousands of former “ascists
and collaborators with the Nazi armies, Ukrainians and Letvians, entered

England freely. They have 21l 3accozmocdetions and work,: Jever they like,

But the getes of England are closed for tna Jewish victims of Tascism.

v

the Jewish victims of Tasci-~m, Falestine ic closed for these vichims -

CHAIRMAN: I want you to chcose your words carefully.

Sir ibdur RAHWAN (India): Dr. Mognes.inghig.stasshent yeshezrday,

e
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suggested a bi-national state with parity between Jews and Arabs in spite
of their differences in numbers. ‘Qust answer my guestion; I do not want your
discourse. Do you, as Comﬁunists, support that idea?

Mr. MAKUNIS: Support what idea?

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Dr. Magnes, in his statement yesterday,
suggested a bi-national state with parity between Jews and Arabs in spite
of their differences in numbers. I do not want a discourse; I only want
your reply. Do you, as Communists, support that suggestion of Dr. Magnes?
o~ CHAIRMAN: Yes or no.

Mr. MIKUNIS: ©No; it is not a question of yes oy no,

Sir ibdur RAHMAN (India): I only want yes or no.

Mr. MIKUNIS: You speak about parity. I do not know what you mean
by parity. There may be parity of the government and Parliament.

Sir sbdur RAHMAN (India): You were present here when Dr. Magnes
made his statement.

v, MIKUNIS; Yes,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I am referring to that statement. T
am only asking yow do you support the s£atement and the suggestion made by
Dr. Magnes, as Commur. :ts, or do you not?

ir, MIKUNIS: You ask me a question on which I cannot answer because
Dr. K;gnés 7eve @ coumlete concogbtion _ . on the question of parity.

If you want to know my conception cf parity, I will tell you in a few words,
but do not ask me if I sign the statement of Dr. Magnes. Of course, I do
noé sign it. I object to this .nception of Dr. kagnes, although I
appreciate his attitude on Arab-Jewish ccoperation and his work for it,

Sir Abdur RAFMAN (India): On what points do you object? Tell me
that .

My, MIKUNIS: We object to:the continuation of British rule in

'

Palestine under the name of trusteeship,

‘ « Best Cop
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CHAIRMAN:  Yes, but that was not the question., The question was if
you subscribe to the thesis of parity.

Mr, MIKUNIS: What kind of parity? There are different kinds of
parity. I want to tell you what we understand it is, under two peoples
with equal wights, constitutionally, simply. We understand two Houses,

The first is the House of Representatives elected democratically on the
basis of proportionate representation. Then we suggest the second House,
the House of Peoples. also elected democratically on a regional basis,

which is composed of fifty per cent Jewish and fifty per cent Arab repre-
sentatives, This is the second House of Peoples. It must be based on this
principle, in order --in additicn to the constitution..to create an additional
guarantee for the real equality of rights between the two peoples, srabs

and Jews., This is how we understand constitutionally the question of equal

rights for both peoples. o

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): What would bef%ﬁe respective functions of
these iwo Houses, according to you?

e kir. wIKUNIS: The respective functions of these two :Hounis wm

first of 2ll, they have the same rights. And secondly - -

Sir Abdur RAHUAN (India): The functions. That is what I asked you.

Mr, MIKUNIS:If there are questions ¢ ©'_°", for instance, the first
House is in conflict and these questions are passed to the second House,

in every country where you have two Houses. - "t is very well known
what . such two Housei?goingfgg i%?%ﬁgcgoviet and Yugoslavia, and in
different other countries. It.is a well known thing.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Is there any difference in principle
betweer. the Arab and the Jewish Communists in Palestine in regard to the form
of the government in Palestiné?

lr. MIKUNIS: I speak, first of all, for the Communist Party of

Palestine --

\uallahhla i N T e

Ty
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Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I am only asking you if there is a
differenceé or not.,

lir,. MIKUNIS: Then, we do not discuss questions of details. We are
not entering now into details, We have confidence in the people, and we can
assure you that after the granting or the proclamation of indepéndence and
evacuation of troops, the people will solve all fundamental, as well as
the detailed questions 2 their future Constitution and their future free
government., -

CHATRMAN: fny more questicns?

Sir nbdur RAHMAN (India): I am not satisfied but I will put no
other guestions,

CHAIRMAN: W21l then, we have ended the hesring of the representa-
tives of the Communist Party. I thank you, gentlemen,

We go on with the next item on the agenda: fearing of the
representztives of the League for Jewish--Arab Rapprochement and Cooperation,
I vnderstand that Dr. Simon and kr. Cohen are going to spezk.

(Dr. Simon and ir, Cohen *+ = - a seat at the table.)

Dr, SIMON (Representative of the League for Jewish-irab Rapprochement
and Cooperationt: lir, Chairmen, gentlemen, we apprecilate very deeply the

o . ing . : )
privilege you have granted us cZ eppear/beforc the Special Committece which
was sent here by the United Netions, an organization which strives for the
unity of the entire humen race. Our aim is to achieve one union of two
| nations in this country. Such an effort, we believe, can be our greatest

contributiqn to the welfares and unity of the world;especially since we
dwell on one of its cdanger £pots,

The League for Jewish-irab Rapprochement and Cooperation is not a
political party. It is comrosed of a number of crgant .itions and personal.-
ities in the Jewish commitity. The League does not speax in the name of the

 Yishuv or the Zionist mevement.. It wishes to offer you the opinion nf. a

- i

~
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croup which has devoted a great deal of thought and a considerable measure of

action for the solution of the Jewish-Arab problem. lhile a party is built upon

an all-inclusive programme relating to most problems of life, a lramue: like ours

unites its members thraugh one central aim. 7.e all see in the matter of Jewish-

)]

Lrab relations the crux of the political situcticn in this country. Vebelieve

tion of
that failing the o Ju/this vroblem, no satislactory solution is concelvable for the

aims of Zionism or for the development and cvrogress of the inhabitants of this
country and its newconers.

A1l the members of the League are unitcd in their belieZ that the solution toi
he political situation in this country rust be based upon the principle of hi-

nationalism, namely: full equality of rights for boti nations. It is not suffi-
_____,____‘)———

o

cient to grant equality to the individuel Jew or the individual Arcb, This
equality rust be nossessed by the Jewish pecple as a whole, returning to its
homeland by right and not by suffevance, and b, the Arab peole dwel_l;ing here in
its homeland also by right and rot by suffcrance. This equality fpr vhich we
strive must guarantec each nation vhat it ¢ 2eds most: - to the Jews - the right of
immigration and settlement; to the Arabs - economic and soc:i "1 development; and’
to both - the prospect for peace and joint independence.

This common belief unites all the nembers of the Leazuc. thile there may be
amongst us differences of emmhasis why such noliticcl asreement betx'-reen the two
nations has not been recched in the past, all of us agree that all t‘le three poli-
t¥ical factors involved in Talesinte are in one war or asother to be b_lamed i’or the '

lmpasse. .¢ do not indulse -erel;” i: casting cccusations o einst others., le are
constantly struggling for our idsas with'n the Jevish: commnity and we do not
deter from open criticism 7™ the proper cccasicn, Atthis sent vinen we stand

before an international forum, wc wish to touch unon the international aspects of

N
toia

this problern, and we believe thot ~ur cvihicien withiii our commnity gives us the

£

moral right to assess the responsiba. ity of cutside forces,

»éﬂ‘"‘*’»‘f""i’" P =
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e do not wish to create the impression that we are anti-British. Ve know

y——

how to appraise the fine traits of the linglish people, its heroic efforts Curing

the last war, especially when it stood alone asainst the enemy of mankind. But

".Jn

‘we are concerned here with the Jewish-Arab problem ¢ nd/ths matter we camnot

‘exonerate tlie various British Governments frpm perilous ne ligence and a t times
even from harmful actions, o

One more word about the activity of the '.eague within the Jewish communlty.
ts we stated in our memorandum, the League was founded in 1939 in the midst of
the riots,when it seemed that there was almost ho hope for better relations
between the two nations. The founding of the League crystallised in an organised

A

;#fwav certalp trends and activitices wﬁlcn Gflot“d alr a3y for many yeéars.

One of the greatest dangers which lurks for the Jew in the Diaspora as well as in

P

f.~ his homeland is the danger of despair. The causcfr this despel : may be very well
understcod. ‘hen a human being loscs a third of his dlood, ther e becomes
mértally ill. Certainly, the Jewish pcovnle which has lost a third of its sons
“and its daughters has cause to be gravely ill - the illncss of despa’ -, Thc.
first symptoms of this illness were apparent in the vory year when tie League was
founded. They increased in intensity during the terriblc slaughters of the war

in Zurope, during the era of the l.hite Fapor in Palestine.

The members of the League still believe in men, in the brotherhood 6f nations,
in the progress of mankind and in the eventual triumph of the progressive forces'
within it, They feel that they arc part of one world Ifrent fighting for the |
victory, of cgr,ain ideals without which therc =ill be no Lowe for the liberation
of the Jewish peoble either., Our cfforiu are cdevoted to heal the woes of our
people by showing the way to a brighter future., T.e feel thet it is‘not sufficient

to preach the brotherhood of nations and internctional unity abroad without makihg

the first steps here. Charity begins at
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le began our work at home, It is not an easy task. lie are swimming against
the current of all the three political forces involved. Ve may assume that the
festimony of t he eccaomic experts h.. proven beyond doubt, that Jewish
immigration to Palestine has been benefiting the Arabs \/eylor»on_ca_lj, However,
we know that a nation does not sell itec rational birthright for a pot of
lentils of economic development, ',just as we, thc Jewish commnity of Pslestine,
are not ready to give up our right to take in cur br7thers from overscas for
" equality within an Arab State promised to us by Lrab leaders.

lle, as Jews of national consciousness, understend and honour the g‘l"ab
national movement in Falestine os well as in the nei-hbouring countries. ‘ie
believe that there is reciprocal relatloqshln between the two national movements.
Any progress made by Zionism strengthens aubomatically hrab nationalism. The
problem is how to direct this additional strenghbh not cgainst the aspirations of
e Jewish people, not in destructive warfare, but rath:r how to direct it into
positive channels so that the Arabs become z ctive partners in the constructive
upbuilding of the country.

The solution tothis problem lies in the setting ol a common political goal.

L8 long as the economic benefits which the Jews are “winging tot he Arabs are

counterweighted by political demends, the situation is almost hop seless. However,
if ve . set as our goal bi-nationalism - the creation of bi-national facts

leading to a bi-national regime, then the econcmic benefits brought by Jewish
inmigration will assume their full pesitive value. The Arabs will ccase seeingin

them political danger.,:

Meanwhile, Jewish immigration rmst continuc on o large scale. Ve cannot,
gentlemen, you carnot, punish thc Jeue "'.'Jho, are knockinrg = . the gates of this
country - thosc remnants, victims of ascism, who two years after the close of
the war are still rotting in their <ie.‘/-1‘ias cnd find the doors of Palestine shut

in their faces. It is unforgiveable that they should be punished and continue
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- their suffering because of the political entanglement in this country. Their

right as human beings to reach a haven in the land of thelr desires precedes

any political settlement. However, we believe that if bi-nationalism were set
‘ar the political aim, it would minimize to no samll extent the opposition of our
néighbours, the Arabs, especially to Jewish immigration, Of 211 the solutions
offered to you, gentlemen, we think that this solution holds the greatest
promise of peace, cspecially if bi-national self-govermment &3 grantcd as
soon as possible to thie Jews and Arabs of Palestine, who deserve it as much as
bany other nation in the “ast as well as in the Tzt.

Professor Veigmann spoke about the normalisation which Zionism seeks to
bring in the life o a sick and wandering people, This normalisation has three
aspects:

First, it refers to the attituds of the Jewish nation to itself, to its own
cultural heritage. There is no contradiction whatsoever betwen satisfactory
neighbourly relations among peoples in one country and the fostering of their
respective languages,cultures and educational systems. Certainly the example

of Switzerland, Yugoslavia, Canada, and Soviet Rusgia proves this fact.
Secondly, normelisation in relationship between the Jeuish people end their land,
Thirdly, normalisation in the rclationship of the Jewish peoplé to the outside
world ~ a nation among nations. The Leaguc for Jewis™-Arab Rapprochement and
Cooperation seeks to promote those aims. The return of the Jewish people to
its hoseland and its entrenchment within it, should be accaépanied by the re-
establishment of the proper, healthy relations between the Jewish nation and
other nations; abgve all, with the neighbouring Arab nation to whom it is closest

related, racially, territorially, and also in the respective aspirations of the

.two nations for their national and social liberation and freedom.
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Jewish~-Arab cooperation is not. only desirable but is o%?ﬁtmost nec_esétiy
for the welfare of hoth peoples, Goverrmments and political regimes may come
and go, but these two mationsz,who are bound forever.to this land, will always
live side by side. 'Tl'leir true freedom and prosperity depend upon their mutual
cooperation. Since this is necessary, it must be made possible. It is the noble
task of all statesmen who sincerely seck to contribute a lasting solution to i
the- fafe of this country and to the peace of the world to help tese two na‘tiohs‘té-'_
find their mutual way.

CHAITIAN: Thank you, Dr. Simon.
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CHAIRMAN: I thank you, Dr. Simon. Will Mr. Cohen please go on? As
we have the address you are going to give in writing before us, you can

| perhaps shorten it here and there,
;'f,’ Mr. COHEN: The Lengue regrets it was not in the position to present

nofified that it was going to testify Wednesday and nct today. We understand
~ that the Membgrs of the Committee are tired and we do not wish to tax their
patience unnecessnarily. I, therefore, wish to devote my words mainly to
 - factual material, and I hope it will helip yoJ??eceive a more correct picture,
CHAIRMAN: How long is it guing to be?
Mr. COHEN: About an hour.
CHLIRMAN: Then it has to be translated?
Mr. COHEN: No, it will be read directly in English.
CHAIRMAN: But it is nct to be read out of the statement we have here?
Mr. COHEN: These are the facts which I am presenting.
CHAIRMAN: Then please make it as short as possible. Is it to be the
same as laid down here?
Mr. COHEN: That is right.
CHAIEMAN: But is it necessary to read 1t? Could we not read it by
ourselves? We can take it into our records as read, and then I suggest that
YOH come tomorrow morning and we can put cuesticns to you on wh~t we have

" read, It will be put in the record as it is,

Mr, COHEN: This is factual material, and I feel it must be read here.

We will be glad, of course, to answer any nuestions tomorrow or any other time.

CHAIRMAN: Can you take out the most important points?

Mr, COHEN: It is all factual material, and therefore I feel that it

bv'has to be read here comnietelyn

1 (Mr. Cohen's remarks were interpreted from Hebrew by his own interpreter)

' the material addressed the day before to the Committee, since it was originally
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Mr. LISICKY (Czechosiovakia): I cannot understand why it must be read
here. It is understood that we shall read it for ourselves, and tomorrow
will be time reserved for our questions,

Mr. COHEN: feel that according to the procedure which was followed
before, it should be read, since it is all factual material and the same
procedure was followed before, therefore I urge that it be hesrd. It will
not be ey longer than anything that was delivered here.

Mr. BNTEZAM (Iran) (Spoke in French, of which thekfollowing is a
translation): Mr. Chairman, I think Mr. Cohen will be satisfied if we
decide that his statement will be put on the record. This would meet his
wishes, since the fact wovld be made publiFn We shall study the document
tonight and shall be in a position to as* him our questions tomorrow, I
think it is useless to read the document, since it will appear on the
record, I might add th:'t it has 29 pzages.

Mr. SIMON: T think the situation is this: there are many friends of
the idea of bl-nationalism; they th ik it is a very good idea, but it is
unworkable. We bring very much materiel to prove that it works, even against
the political stream, and I think after you have heard from the great audi-
torium the cause of partition, it will not be sazid that bi-nationalism does
not work., We shall fird it is not given equal standing when we are deprived
of the opportunity to bring these facts before, not cnly the horiourable
members of the Committee, but befure this public meeting. We choose to make
our statement in the public meeting.

CHATRMAN: Yes, but it is a question of giving us the facts. We are the
inves _gation Committze, end it is not for the public tﬁét this is made.

¥r. SIMON: For both of them - the public ueetings are for the public
+£00.,

CHATRMAN: Yes, but cows that mean we are here to give the public a
lecture on these things? Ws will read theon at leisure and have the opportunity
to put questions tomorrow. Tt ie Zor our edification that you bring before
us the facts, is it not?

Mr. SIMON: Yes, bub not for you only.

IR

/CHATRMAN
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CHAIREAN: Ve can only take this fact into consideration,

) ‘I-Lr. RLID (Canada): Dr. Magnes did the same thing yesterday, He did not
read his statement,

Hr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) (Intepretatior. “rom Spanish): I think that we
should give full liberty to everyone who comes here to speak. Ve should not
~ limit them in the time, and I think that they should have liberty to speak
' also, Therefore, I move that we should allow I . Cohen to speak,

Sir Abdur RAMIAN (India): It is a long book of 29 pages.

Hr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): It is not the first long book, -

Sir Abdur RLHIMAN (India): Let me make a statement. It may not be in
accordance with yours > end it is not possible to digest all the facts therein
in so short a time. It would be better for all concerned from the point of view
of the speaker himself, snd therefore the Members of the Committee, if we will
be able to glve some time to studying it and then come prepared to put questions.

Hr. LISICKY (Czechoslovhkia): T propose the suspension of the meeting in
order to enable usto discuss this point of procedure among ourselves. |

CHAIRMAN: Ve will lose more tine that way.

I suspend the meeting for iten minutes,

(The meeting was suspenced for ten minutes, )

CHAIRIAN: T call the meeting to order,

Mr, Cohen, you will have one hour» at your disposal for your address , end
what is going to be cut out will be_recorded in our verbatim record,

Mr., COHIll: I consent to that,
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Mr, Aharon COHEN (Secretary of the League for Jewish-Arab Rapprechement
and Co-ozeration): Mr. Chairmen, Guntleme~, in the concise memorznd-m which
we presented to the Committee, there was eXpressed the opinion that in spite
of everything which.happened in the past, there exists today the definite
sroscect that the situation can change finally and basically for the bétter if‘
theré should be established in this country a r§;ime uvhich sees as one of iﬁs
main tasks the rapprochement of the two nations, We feel. it our duty to
| explain vhere, according to ourgopiﬁiSﬁ;W§Z§”£he soﬁfce of tﬁéwéﬁii‘iﬁ fﬁév'“&hw
vﬁast.and hence the better pros;éct for the future.

The memorandum .resenéed by the Palestinian Government to your Committee
referred to the matter of Jewish-irab relations, accusing both Jews and Arabs.
as ﬁaving frustrated all its attempts to brinz about understandigg and co- .
operation bgtv%en the two nations. This argumenf is re..eated several~?imeé.
Also Mr, Be . expressed it in his declaration on Palestine in Nov, 13, 1945
vhen he sald:~ "The British Government made every effort in order to brigg about
aﬁ arrangement which would make it‘possible for Arabs and Jews t& live togetherv
in peace ..id co-operation for the benefit of’the entire country," Howévcr,
tvhe good wishes, H,M. Government were frustrated by the rarties affectod -
namel& the Jews and th§ Arabs themsclves, ‘

In the Stetement of the League vhich was attached as Appendix No. LII to

the Memoiggé§; »resonted to your Committee, we declared that Mr, Bevin's
statement will noﬁ find support on the part of either of the two peoples whose.
destiny is bound up with.this country. Among both :eoples is current the
commorn opinioﬂ that the British policy, both by its acts and by iis oﬁmisaions,
bears a good part of the responsibility for the aggravation of the national
copflict in this country, Mr. Bevin also said'in his declaration that "if
Arcbs and Jews would approach the nroblem in the proper spirit ... it would be

possible to find a solution which would be just to both sides". It is a fact,

however, that in the light of the real wolicy of the British Government in

—
Ay
N
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¢ Palestine, every announccment of the sbove nature, such as Mr. 1%73:311’8 .y Was
not z;e‘ceived by both peoples, as a real invitation to understanding and
‘cooperation between them, -

Ue wish to express frankly our opinion that the political conflict in
- Palestine is first and foremost = result of ‘the bankrupt poliéy of 'entanglemcnt
followed during the laét 25230 years, This basic fact_of lack of a éonstructive
- 2olicy towards Jowish-hrab relationship is not impaired by the: ﬁlatter that
it wos helped to a greater or smaller extent, consciously or uncons.biousiy,
by the official leadership of Jows and Arab;s‘. In oﬁr obinion, t}ic main and
* geelsive burden of responsibility falls upen the shoulder of the I~Ia.rida€ory
Gox_rermnen’cf.' We categorically deny the argument that there exists an unabridge-
ablc gulf between the two obligations unﬁertaken by the 'I~ianc;1f?~'tory Governnent -
. the obligation to the Arcb Community of the country and the obligat{on to the
Jewish neople which is rebuilding its national homc.. The nresent situation in
the counti:y,is rather a-result .of the feet that the landatory Governmcht did
_.nqt_see.zf.n the common interests of the Jews and Arabs a starting point for
-, i“g?g.,policy;. : |
‘- ~Ib 1s an dnstructive fact that not in onc of its many declarations on
its Palestine poliey did the British Government find it nceessary to state
gimply and clecarly that it would lock with favour on the offort of the two
nations to reach an understanding between themselves on the only possible basis
_ for a fair agrcoment - nolitical and notional equality, and satisfaction of
the real vital needs and just national aspirations of both peoples, If in
‘the mamorandum presented by the Gox@ﬁment to this Committee, it mentioned
something about the '"honest recognition of Jows and Arabs of thc status, needs,
_and rights of the. other community", - it iwediately hastened to add when '
speaking about the prineisle of equality between the two nations that "this
was anyhow an artificial orinciple that .cannot serve as & healthy basis for

resresentative government”", On the other hand, therc arec instanees vhore the
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British Govermment more than once interfered with attempts of Jewish-Arab

negotiations and causcd their abrogation, The most striking gxample is the
oné of Jewish-irab negotiations of 1922,

In the bgginning of 1922 thc Jews and Arabs werc faced with a negative

balance sheet; The Jews had just cexpericnced the bloody riotévdf 1920-21;
they saw the slow dcvclopment\of their national home, The Arabs had just
witnessed the collanse of Fc%sﬁl{s rulc in Syria and thc postponement of Arab
unity for an indefinitc futurec, Under such circumstances there ripencd the.
conscilousncss on the part of both partics,_that conrion action might facilitate
the rcalisation of their goals. With this as the political baékground, there
took place in Harch-April 1922 a number of mcetings in Cairo hetween the !
rc rescentatives of the Zionist Organization, among Pheﬁ the iate Dp,David Eé?%,,
heed of the Political Devnartment of the Paleétine Zionist Eiécutivq‘and
representatives of the Congress of Parties of the Confederation of the Arab.
Countrics; among them its Presidegt,'Shcikh'Raghid R%?; and Riad Bey'es—S%ih,
a wcll—known.érab national leader, at present Prime Minister of the Lébanese
Rcpublic, Bmil K%#;i, Christian Arab, who was then t@c foreign bditor of
npl-Ahram" served as scerctary of the Arab delcgation,

' In the minutes of the first meeting which t;ok plécc in March 18, 1922,
we read that the aim of this confcrcﬂce is "o reach an understanding which
will enable both partics to work togcther eve ON the basis of cqual rights and
intirests, In the convening of this conference, the two parties are imbued
with the mutual desirc to inaugurate a ncw cra of pcace and ﬁranquility and to
terminate the quarrelsand misundcrstgndings which divide them; because if they
continue they arc liable to deteriorate our public and vrivate intcrests and
to rctérd‘thc realisation of the lcgitimate asnirations of both nartiest,

"T.e, Areb delegation declarcs that the Arab comtries, after the CGhturiés
of corrupt Turkish administration, find it impossible to carry thrbugh their
reconstruction, in order to teke their rightful nlace in the world again;

without the collaboration with represcentatives of the more advanced Western

ot
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civiliéa;b.ion; Such representatives canb o o:.ther--— l a woll—esbabllshcd

;"ra;xy'opéan nat»ion,‘ vhich means a Colonial power which rcprcgen‘c,s a grc‘at danger
to itlhe inde')endcncc and-unity of the Arad éountrics-: or 2. the ch:i.sh pconlc
whosc orlo‘:.n is in t‘lc Bast but who arc now dlsncrscd all over thc world, and -

.-d/ e

| é} who ndssess 1dca.l forclcs‘upon which modorn c:urlllzatlon and nrogrcss is bhascd,

Beca.uso thu arab delegates arc aware of the ant:.quity of the Jewish pcoplc

e ’mhlch is undoubiedly hlstorlcally rclat.cd to the irabs 5 and oi‘ the fact that

£ " dewish golom.satlon does not represent the entering wcdgc of a i_‘qrcign poli~
btica.l powetr; but rather by scttling'in Palestine, the Jeus bccémg: attached

to it and make it their homeland, thercforc thoy declarc .that in order to

hast:ch the process of yrogressive civilisation in thecir "co-untrics, they give

i first preference to the Jows and 'they will be haﬁpy to work ‘tocrether vith them

 , so that the Jeus bccome the most ci‘fectlvc ‘cariavs of that c:.v:.l:.sa.tlon which
[ the :ch.bS necd most."
e "In reply toth:r.s declaration, the Jcm.sh dCngutCS exprcsscd their .
| \ap arocl‘_tlon of the confidence shown to them, and after hav:l.ng l:.kom.sc
- . omphas:.scd the ancient racial rolationship between thc tuo pcop}cs, they
lﬁroclaimed that .thcy welcomed the suggestion of the I‘.rab. dcicga:bes_to wc_;i‘k
together and +to open an cra of collaboratiord and peace, for the progrqés of
| 'ﬁhc above mentioned countrics, On the other hand, they drcw ‘a’ctcntion of the
Ara;i: delegates to the specific legal interests and aspirations. ;rxhich the Jews
~ posscss in Pelestine as.their historical and ﬁationa.i. hoﬁcland".
wihile rc':cogmizing. these: aspirations, the irab déiegates pointed out that
| .in their view the discussion should not procced on fh‘e.vbascv;s of any previous- .
political agrecements or documents, cither the Balfour DcclaI;aTtion or the
accord between Britain and King Husscin, Ara.bsv and Jows must discu.ss today as
nation te natica., Thoy must meke mutual concessions and must recognlzo one

another's rights", At this point thc dlscuss:.ons werc 1ntorruptcd. The

representatives of the British Govcrnment asked Dr, 1@31'1!1 to postpone the

e,
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negotiations until aftcr the ratificafion of the Mendate,

In Sentember of that yeer, afbter the rotification of the Mandatce, thc
negotiations werc resumed in Geneva. The Jewish fcprcscntation was HT.A.S%?AAr
vho had previously participated in the chove nentioned Cairo\mcctings. On
behalf of the Arabs therc porticipated thie Emlr Habib Lutf%}ﬂah as the personal
represcentative of King Huéiﬁin, and the Bmir Shekib Arslon, and Ihsan Sﬁyéi
of thé Syro—Palcstinién vclegation in Geneva, The discussions were again
conducted in a very friendly ctmosphere. In the minutes cntitled ﬁPréiiminary
Propositions of an ﬁndcrstanding botween irabs and Jows! was included
peregraph 4 which r cads:-

UThe Arabs and Jews will decide upon the modus of decleration to be issued
concerning the special cttachmont of the Jous to Palestine. This declaration
will be so foruwlated as to stoite clecrly the connechion of the Jews with
Palestine as well as the rights of the irab inhebitants of the country. It is
understood that the basis for this declaration will be complete cquality of
all the inhabitants without any distinction of racemd rcligiona! |

The minutcs go on to say:- "In order to ficilitatce the rcalisation of such k
an agreencnt, both parties concerned intend to teke immediateoly the following
steps:- 1. Cessation of anti-Jowish agitation in Palestinc should be immediately
proclaimed and an eond put to political cntagonism botween arsbs and Jews in the
neighbouring countries. 2, 4 Joint Committee should be immediately constituted
composcd on the one hend of representatives of the Syro-Palestinian delegation
and the Palestinian srebs (Moslems and Christiens), and on the other hand of

rcepresentatives of the Zionist Orgenization, which if it will decm it necesscory,

will be entitled to co-opt influential personalities in the Jewish world., This

Joint Committee should work oub the details of a Draft Agreement on the prin-—

.

ciples sugguested above to form the basis of further action'.

s rendered by the testimony of 1&r., Saphir before the Palcﬁziﬁé Royal

Commission of 1937, thic ncgotiations were abrogated before they reached the

stage of vrazctical details, Theyworc sbrogated aftor Dr. ngémann,'who was
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thon staying in Rome, had rondered a full report of the ncgotiations to the

. British Ambassador. ,

/

The testimony of Hr. Sap ’/ir, including the protocols of the sessions and

g

foesimilies of the protocols 'WI‘l“b'LOn in French in the handwriting of ’_‘mll Khyaf‘l,

’chc secretary of the irab X clegatlon, were presented to the Palcstm;/ Royal
Commission of 1937, .

| Hovever, it is not alweys possible to attritute such dircet acts of
inicrférencc. Somctimes it was sufficicnt to hint to one of the partics that
in negotiations with tham (the British), it would obtain greater concessions
than iﬁ/negotiations with the represcontetives of the ncighbouring people. Thus,
during the last war there begen to crystallize a serious change of mind in

the Arab commnity of Pelestinc., The extromist anti-Jowish leaders were not

in the country. Soue of them wrere detained in Rhedesia and others were in

the lands of the Fuscist Axis, smong the Pales stinian“irebs there werce signs

of sobcring up from the tragic results of the r:l.o//s of 1936-1939 vhich cost

thcm_ tremendous losscs in life, cconomic ruin, and bitter intornecine strifc.
Also, politically they wore fazing a broken manger. On the other hand, it -
wos beecoming cleur thet after the wer, Palostinc would become pert of the

general problem of the Ncer Fast and the solution of this problem would be

. sought in a wider fremciork. The late President of the Lecgue for Jewish-frab

/
Rapprochement «¢nd Co-operation, lir. Ka.‘l.}frlskj nd mysol; V’J.Sl'ted Syria end

Lebenon in the end of 1942 and met with importent .reb stetesmen, some of

Lthe - ) .
them ot present leading members off governments of these respective countries,
Vie t};en received great cncouragament frowm these iraob leaders for the
aC'DZLVlthS of the Leogue,

In the summer of 1943 an attempt was made on the part of important Arch

circles to comc in contect with Jows concerning an agreeoment, as similar attempts

had becen previously mdc by the Jews to rcach an agrecment with the Arabs, hs

a basis for the neogotiations the irch suggestions included agreenont to Jowish

4
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i Zvdgration 77 over half a million during the coming fewsycers (up to

f
numerical parity between the two peooples); the transformation of Palestine
/into a bi_-national state, based upon perity, vhich woulid join the federation
of the neighbouring countries; leaving the question of the futurc of Jowish
immigration (once .mimcrical parity wes rcached hetween the tuo peoples) to be
decided, But this time it was the official Jewish leadership which hesitetbed
from chtcring into ncgotiations with the irabs on the basis of their suggestion,
because Lt eppeared insufficient in the light of the high promiscs madoat
that time by the ceptain of British policy and by the two large political partics
of the U.S.A. The Jewish leaders verce cacouraged by hints end promiscs until
they werce enticcd to belicve that the Jews had no recason to scek an undcrstend-

ing with the :rabs. These same misleading promiscs were responsible to no

enell extont for the formulation of the Zionist demends ot thic ond of the war

as it was cxpresscd by the "Biltmére Programr. %, There was current at thattime
a rumo. among the Jewisn public that Mr, Churghill, personally, had promiscd
onc of the Jevish leaders thet after the ver he himsclf wiild pull out for
the Jewrithe plum from the pudding’s

Somcwhat later the tables were reversed. Just as advancces had been
previcusly mede to the Jewish lecaders, so now the .rab lcadership was encouraged
wo disreg.rd completely the necessity to come to an understending with the
Jows, The repressions agoinst the Jewdsh corrmnity in }?alcs’i:inc , the a.ttemp}ts
to disarm it of its sclf defenece, the mass arrests, the deportations to C\ypi'lus
of the victims of Nazi-¥oscism who managedto r cech the sliores of this country,
¢té, -~ all thesc acts have been cocouraging the extromists an&ygncompromising
emong the irebs. It precticslly hinted to the Jrabs that they nced not scek
an ~greement with the Jews becausce they could obtain all their desires from the

British bchind the backs and against the vital intercsts and just national

aspirationsof the Jews, '
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Very soon,

“and that they lost precious tine.

the Jews and .rabs cxchange rolcs in the pley written by ©

S

as a.pretext for slowing up

- Jowish arpuments as a wroboxt against

The Goverament ¢ ins in
efforts to bring
- did not surcecd. The Government
if instcad of spacking
had brought into its Licm
“mandatory rulc of 25 years,

‘eascs for ths salre of cxowple,

L)

Ever sinecc i%s inception, thors w
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But comc whet nay,

about an understonding between t©

It dld not do so.

.32 .
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the irabs too will probebly discover that they werc deccived

the geme continues, and

RIS

hf_ p'-"; ..:..'_ CYa

The foecal point of British policy in Palestine wes to usc arab arguments
the developuent of the Jewish rational Pome, and
the national demands of the /frabs,

its M 1101"ndur1 to this Committce that it made

1.1,

he Jews and the Jrcbs but it

"

would have undoubtodly made a much better point
in general terms cbout offorts which were frustrated, it

~randum 2t least five cases of such attempts during its

Tt did not mention even five

atrend in the landatory Government

o Palestine to oncourage the jrabs to opposc the esteblishment of the National

Home promiscd the Jows in the Balfour

the first riots in Palestine in 1920,

\,oncemlrg
’ of being guilt . thedir outbreak

/
,.Shaw Compission in 1920,

ilso during
.completc indiffercnce to rolighbus and
bloocllJ outbre,.l S,

victins were killed;

-poisoncd, Hewever, when. in 1933, the

Declaration and in the I-Imjate. sfter
Government officials were accused

estificed in the Protocols of the

. late years, the Government maintained cpie calmness and

netional jncitement which culm.n ated in

‘7en outbrenks did occur they werc allowed to develop; meny

and the rclat'l ons bhobteen the two notions werce thus

4:;/ direccted their demonstrations

against the Govermment and conscilausly refrained from touching Jews, these

demonstritions wore immediatcly

The culmineting and most typical
timont

: by the appoin

o 1921 end as

the Prosident of the Suprome

suppressed wivh an iron fist.

=y

inet this policy was exemplified

i4

cnce o

Ho, Rmin &1 -Hus j/ cind os the Mufti of Jerusalom in April

Jdoslan Council in 1922, The anti-
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Jowish sentiments of Haj Amin wore then very well known ~— only a year

i

prcviousl:;r he had been sontenced to ten yeors of imprisomment for incitement
to riots against Jews which did teke plecc at tiaat time, but he was aftorwards
repricved. In the elections for the officc of Hu,flti, Haf smin rceeived 9
votes as against 12, 17, and 18 votesfor the other candidates who werc older
and nore lecarned then he, In spitc of the rules cnacted by the Government
itsolf by which the Supremc Moslem Council was to be clected cvery four years,
no such clections took place ever since. The Mufti was rcemoved from
office only after the murder of the British District Commissioner, findrews,
in 1937. -

In his Diary, the late Coloncl K:ﬁ/ch, who served as head of the Political

N — .
Department end Chairman of the Zionist IExecutive in Palestine from Jan. 1923 -
Iugust 1931, onc can find many sustoining cxamples proving this point. ‘e
shall quotc horc. some of them., It is to be notced that the late Brigadier
Kisch can hardly he suspcctod of having lacked confidence in the British,
When Riad cs—Su\,}\Lh —- now Primc Minister of the Lcbanon -~ tells him on the
basis of iils ohscrvetions that "The Govermment are not sincere ahout the
clections  (to the Legislative Council)%-mich were boycotted by the Mufti and
his followecrs, but were sunported by a large scetion of .reob public opinion) -
end that the Gov..omment do not wish to sce a rapprochoment between Jows and
arabsh, Colonel Kisch notes in his D%rli/z? )”i cennot believe this to be the
caéc, but undoubtedl; the Govermment have acted, ond arc acting, as 17 it were
(Kisch Piary - 21.9.23)

true.” iccording to Reg' eb Bey I\Iash\yéhibi, /Min 211 mattcers concerning irab
participation —- in the Legi-"ative Council ~- the High Commissioncr is fol}ow—

ing the advice of Richmond who is opposcd to a2ll cooperation with® he Jews".

Concerning the same lfr, Ernest T, Richmond, Col, Kiséh vrites in his -
{ e IR PR 1
e T e ST

_( 1. 90 23) N . . B A B
Diery/that’ "the Jews and the modercte ‘rabs sce in|Richménd a men who

" identifics himsclf fully with lhe policies of the Hufti'. ind this is the man
vwho served as the .ssistant Sceretery, he.. of the Political Department and

advistr to the High Commissioncr of Palesting during the veors 1920--1924,

e ms e o



iAtb the High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Sijaol, who had arrived in the country.
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It was the British .dministration, in coopcration with ¢ rbain intcrested
] .

!

‘krab circles, wnich was r.sponsible for the removal of Salch Hassan Shﬁkri,

the thon mayor of Haifa, who cnjoyed the respect and cesteam of both Jews

and Arebs, Hassan Shukri was punished for having sent a message of grootings

it the first municipal clections which took place after this incidgnt in 1927,

Hassan Shulcri was re-elected with the overwhelming majority of bhoth Jows and

irebs and he scrved as Mayor in Haifa till his death.

During 21l thesc years, the Government revealed an cmzouraging leniency

towards various irab extremists who incited not only ageinst Jews, but who

also threatened and terrorized all irabs who strave. for an understonding

betvcen the two_nétions. ‘The Pale?ﬁ}ﬁe Royal Cormission of 1937 tostifies

to this cffect in its ropori:-

UTf one thing stends out clear from the record of, the liandatory Administna-~

tion, it is the leniency with which srab political agitation wes treated,

cven vhen carried to the point of violence and murder, " {(Chs.5-55, p.140).

The Govermment not only encouraged the oxtremists, : trouble makers and
inciters; th re are sufficicnt examples to prove that it refrained frem,and at
times aétually interfcred with attempts to bring about en understanding between

the two nations. Thus, when there was formed in 1630 the "Workérs!' Brotherhood!,

. an organisation of Jewish and irab workers whichcalled upon workers of both

nations to coopercte and to fight togother the poison of naticnal hatred, it

was shut down by the Govermment. The excuse given was thab "It suspectcd the

-k

members of the orgaenization of destructive 708" and because the aims of the
organizstion "werc not in accordance with paragraph 3 of the Ottoman Law of

Associations ..."

-
v )
w
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Among the numerous laws enacted by the kandaicry Government in this

corntry, most of them limiting the freedom and rights of the inhabitants and
immigrants to this country, one cannot find even cne law which prohibits
national incitement of any nature. There is a very large measure of freedom
in this country for national incitement and sowing of hatred of one nation
against the other. Newsnapers or organiSations which aim to widen the gulf
between the two nations were hardly ever forbidden. In a land of two nations
the Government and the censorship reveal unrcestrained leniency towards in-
sulting and inciting articles written in ths papers of one nation egainst the
other, On-the other hand, the censorship is very severe not only with criticism
aimed at the Government, but also at times makes it even impossible to refute
the chauvinistic incitement and reveal the True nature of rveactlonary intrigues.
The best example of the typical policy of the Govsrnment we can find in

last year. The enti-Jewish

[¢1]

the developments in the Ara:n community during th
extremists among the arabs were encourage? by the boycott proneganda, by the
return of Jiyal Husseini to Palestine, by the rcturn of the hef{i to the

vidale izast, and by the permission for the founding of agiressive military
organisations such as "Wajada ¥ and “Fuﬁyﬁé”, When these orgsulsations did not
develop according to pian, the aufti sert here an hgyptian reserve cfficer to
act as a commander; and this foreign officer was not detained from entering

the country and from acting as the chief cemmandcr of the ebove mentioned
military force. A mon.a before the Ara> bor J% was pronowiced by the arab
League, shmed Hu§£éin,'the leader of the .Ugypbtisr iascist "Creen Shirts"
hovement - a man who was under arrest during the war because of his pro-ixis’
activities - was allowed to tour Falestine and make inciting speeches; pre-
paring the ground for the boyccit. The fanatical "soslem 3rotherhood" of wugypo
was likewise allowed to open branches in Pelestine and wes cven given time on

the Government-owned Felestine Broadcasting Station in Jerusalsm.

In the light of the incitement to riots(yhich gﬁgan with the return of
\lzssﬂé‘);
Jaméi Husseini, an arab newspaper, ”Al»Mi&maz”,/wrote: "Thoze people who speak

apguk a revolt forget that 1946 is not 1936; that there exists at present a

;
s

United Nations Jrgenisetion; an< that all matters of Felestine should be dirzcted

.

to it". This was also the stand ol the ”;rawvgront?f whith included 211
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opposition forces in the arab Community who were opposed to the Husseini policy.

Contrary to the demands of the Opposit.on, Jamal H%ﬁgeini refused at the time
to transfer the Palestine problem to the United Hations. He poured his wrath

against this united Opposition front befause some of its constituent groups

openly advocahed the principle of nrab-Jewish understanding. It is noteworthy
that just at the time when this aArab opposition front was in formation, the

.'High Commissioner saw fit to receive Jamal Husseini as the leader of the Arab
commmity at the time when even formally he was no longer the =ole represent-

The arab Opposition front was rapidly
disbanded under the pressure of the mgyfi's return to the widdle masi, verhaps

ative of the cntire arab  ommunity.

managed for this very aim. e decision to disband the Opposition front and the

appointment of the present AraQ/Higher Committee under the leadership of the
Mufti, took place at the notorious sscret session of the Arab Leagde Council
in Bludan in June of last year in the presence of Brigadier Claghon, one of

the Chief Sritish wfficers in the kiddle It is rather obdvious then with

whose aid the Husseini clan returned to power in the nr¥ab comaunity in Palestine.
4s an example of the Husseini rule we may cite the boycott against UNSCOP, which
is accompanied by the passive attitude of The same authorities who
. ~found ways to intlv.nce the arabs to testlfy before the anglo-imerican Committee
" of Tnquiry and to partipipéﬁeﬂéf%éfwé;ds in the London Conference 6n‘?éiestine -
Fﬁiiﬁdéénéﬁiﬁo%ities did hbt find it neceseary this time tc appesal to the wide arab
| public te cooperate with your Cormmittee. All ths srab newspapers sxcept

P A s da', the organ of the kufti, urged cooperatir’ ~+ith the United Nations
>untry you hardly wit-

Committee, In your tour through the ardo areas cf

nessed any special sttempts on behalf of Governms . authprities to countera *

that boycott. The aims of the Husseini-sponsored bonQtt against your

Committes may be suamed up as follows:

First; teo undermine the prestize of the United hations;

Secondly; to prevent dir:.. ancé frec contact betwesn the Committee and
the Arab masses;

Thirdly; to prevent testimony of opposition forces, e¢specially those who
stand for Arab-Jewish understanding; who arc ready to compromise in order %o

reach such an understanding; and who are increasing lately the criticism of the
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undemocratic character of the present arab :..gher Committee;

Fourthly; to prevent the repshition of the vulgar anti-Jewish appearance
made by a spokesman of the 4irab 'E;éﬁer Committee at the United Nations Special
Session on Palestine - an appearance which aroused a great deal of indignation ‘
among wide Arasb circles.

The Arab ecommunity is quite aware that the Government practically supports

the Husseini Party. There are guite a number of examples which prove that the

Government does not look favourably upon Arrb-Jewish friendship. There were a
number of instances when individuals, especially arabs, working for cooperation
betwsen the two nations, were molested by the police. One nust draw his own
conclusions., Strange as it nay seem, though it is a fact, you can speak openly
in Palestine about warfare between the two nations end prepare for it, but joint
Arab-Jewish activities aiming at urderstanding end ccepcrotion have to be con-
ducted manf;%ime secretly, "underground", so to speak.

We must state franl?y that in our opinion the Government's indifference to
political murder is equivalent to tacit consent to the wiping out of all
opposition in the arab gommunity. The saumc must be said for the Government's
indifference to the anti-Jewish boycott which, although from a purely scohomic
point of view, may be not too successful, and is resented and circumvented by
many .rabs, nevertheless poisons thé day-by-day relations between the tw0'peoples;
It is unimaginable that the perpetrators of such actiiities cannot be discoT?red -
at a time when the Government spends 404 of its budget for police and Sfﬁyfity"
and only 11% for education, health and sosié{pservices corbined. If the Govern-
ment really does not know the culprits, we may ess, wuet xine of Govermment is
it anyhow? If it does know and keeps silént, what name shall we give such an

aedministration? It is noteworthy that the only trial which took place so far '

involving political murder was the case against the avengérs of the Emir Ze%ﬁéti"

of Belsan who had been murdered for the 'crime" of maintaining friendship with
.the Jews, Well, the blood'avengérs were brought to court, but the murderers of

Emir Zeinati himself have not been revealed to this day.

i
'

I - L - -
- : -
2 sl
e [

&




L
;

&/86.13/P.V. 32
47

On the basis of numerous facts such as those méntioned above we allow

ourselves to assert that the lMandatory Gévernment; by its deeds as well as

by its omissions, bgars a considerable share of responsibility for the

v‘aggravation of the national conflict in Palestine,

Nevertheless, in spite of the severe consequences brought about by the

compllcated and ruinous pclicy of the last 25-30 years we arc conv1nced that

there is still no place for despair and that the situation can still be saved,
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On whcet do we base our belicf?
Onc of the most important faéts which the Comaitteeo should note is ;t,hat
the Palestinian reality is not made of one metal. It is composed of various
i;&C"DOI'S‘ and processes, some positive and‘ other negative; and fu ther devd'opmc'nt"
mey be in either dircction, .The main qﬁestion vnich faces Palestinian policy
is ~- which one of thesc pro¢esses will be encouraged and given a lifting hand.
The Conﬁlittee had the opportunity to hear on a nunbcr 'of occasioné that
the direct day-by-day relations between the two peoples in this country are n.o'b"
at all bad, Therc were mentioned quite a numbor of cases of cooperation bc’cwéén

orangc growers, in the municipality of Haifa, joint strikcs of workers, cte.

But it was claimed that daily relations were onc matber and politics was
another matter, In our opinion this distilnction is artificial a:.nd crroneous for .
at least two basic rcasons:- ' o

.First; the instances of Jecidish-/rab cooperation cven under the cxisting
political circumstances testify to the vitality of such common intcrests,

Sccondly; such coopcratlon upholds poss:.b:.llt:.cs which, if supported by
the proper progra:me encouraged by the right policy, would definitely mfluencer
the political situation, It is undcrstood that an improper and inept policy
intcricres with such development and directs it into undesirable channels,

In the confusing political atmospherc of our country even politicai ma%:.‘térs
of suéh insignificance assume political importancc., Under -such circumstances,
instancc;s of .cpopcfation have to contend many a tix;zc with visible or séeret
stumbling blocks; If in spite of all this, ora.rlxlge‘/;grovmrs, workers, governmont
ofucmls and members of other classecs overcane aJ_"L these obstaclcs and .
ouccocded}carrymgthrough common activitics, it is a sign that there oxists
not only common vital intcrests, but also mutual confidence and readiness to
go together., It is notowortlhy that such instances of cooperation zre usually
conducted, most naturally, én a -basis of parity, regerdless of the nwnericé.l
étrcngth of the two parties and without recaching thet "doadlock" with which onc
is thrcatengd when proposipg it as & principle for thé political regime‘ of

the country.

g
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Indeéd, Palestinian rcality has two faceé:- the official reality as .

madc in éléclarét'ions, and the réality,which is teening underground, secrctly,
bu.:’.q 1-fith tremendous force and vitality.

i _ On morc than one ocdasion you have heard herc of instances where Jows
 revealed :e‘., | good will, suppert, and rcadiness fo cooperate with the irabs,
| ie ha.vd'no intention of repeaﬁing or adding additional cascs, It is ciui’_cc ‘
: nossibie that, Were, you ﬂo hcar today - the leaders of the irab comunity,
. you would not have bc,cn prcsontod with thesc facts which you arc entltlcd to

hear so that you gct a full plcture of what is ‘going on here. e slu.ll

attownt to do it.

B Immediately after the Governmont spokesman had "proved" to the nglo—

- fmerican Committec last ycar the alleged existgncc of the "wbridgeable gulf®
between the /rabs and the Jews, therce broke out.the mighty and oxtonsive
‘strike of 35 thousand workers in the Government servicés whiéh includcd Lrabs

ond Jews, Thanks to their solidarity, thecy won importamt concessions,. Thou ands

..

of Jewish and Areb workers and officials marched together tﬁrough the streets
~6f Jorusalem and Haife, carrying slogans proclaiming:- ”I.n our unity lics owr
s‘trength"

At a time when .rab leaders threaten with "war! if another chW&Sallowed
| - to cnter the country, it was reported in Haifa that, on the day ‘ masscs of
Jews disregirded the curfow and clashed with Government forces whiCh
attempted to Qcport Jewish mnl‘/gz‘/ants from the shoros of the land <on that
day therc.werc many instances of .. Jews rctrec.tan:‘ to 4recb houses and oell?g
'_ wolcomed with understanding and sympathy. |
is¢ a time vhen Arab leaders pour fire and brimstonc against évery new
| Jeviish scttloment which reclaims the wilderncss and fructifics another
) corner of the land, irab fellaheen receive their new noighbours' with opén arms,

On the oceasion of the settloment of the ex-soldicrs! kibbutz called Ma:'aya.n
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Ba.ruh, ixreks from the neighbouring village wclcémcd them with coffce, and in
tho ai;t'ernoon,.’a,t a meal according ‘o oriental traditions, there participat-cd o
tons of .rabs ond Jews, Numcrous wrabs from the neighbourhood visited the
ncw Kibbutiz" "Yalun" which hod recently scttled ncar ladi~-Falck, .t the opén_ -
' air fostival arrangud by the kibbutz. as a get-together with the Jrab ncighbfzurs ’
a so.id foundatior vas laid for frlendly rclations between the ncw Jewish
scttlcnent and its J;xab ncighbours. iny two wecks ago we wit.nes_-sed a similar:
casc >of a hecarty gethering between irabs and members of the Kibbutz "Eyal'.' vho
scttled on the castorn shore of the Huli}:h necar the Syrian border,

- In spite of the anti~-Jowish propagande, fricndly chlations arc being .
formed between the new « d\’ish scttlcmcnts in the N%cb a.nd the- J.rab noighbours,
The avc.ragc arab, cven if he is undcr the influence of tho current a.n‘bl-Jc;u_uh
slogan, "Defend whe ﬁ,outh against Jewish invesion® . welcomes JerSh scttlemc,nt
in his v:Lc:.nity buocause he hopes th;.t it will bring him mtcr, bus transport,,
mealcal aid, and medern ncthods in meny othor ficlds. -During the spring, when
a nuxriber'o“f Jewish sottlements were cut off from all contacts with the outside
world by torrents ofﬂyain, neighbouring sheikhs came teo their aid and brought
thcm.sat:ks oi‘ i"lour, ricc, © &8s, and offerod the scrvices of their camels
gratuitously, absolately refusing any romuncration for the scrvices they -
rendcred their younger neighbours in a time of tribulaticn,

' In tho Nat&z!nya arca, Jouish scttlers an .rab fellahcen; under the
Cirection of the Government Departmont of fgriculturc, .earricd :bhrough an
vX.tOHSlV" Jjoint campaign of locugql%zttm%%i%%toenlrancra%%sa’ of thousmds of
uunums, “ ‘ 4 . regardless of nationael barrier,

In spitc of abscnce of diplomatic rclations between the official -l aders
“of both cormunities, good neighbour rclations arc daily.phcnomena. Lrab
neighbours participated in the opening cercmonics of t he school at Kfar itta,
A decp impression was lgft by the fine, ficry speech of one of the hrab guests
wio called for peaceful and brotherly rclations and ended with the worﬁs ~

.

J -~ Digitizg



mi/GD - A/'AG.;,‘L;{P;V. 32 |

1If some Arabs come to visit you and do not bchave as they should, do n?F hold
it against the entire .rob Community." It is noteoworthy that all the lrcbs
vho came to this function rcquested that their names shoul§ not bc mentioﬁed
and that they should not be photographed ~- either out of fear of vengeance from
; lrab extraaists, or for lack of dusirc to be uxploited for Jewish propaganda
éims, Many such gotherings between Jows and irabs toke place under cover, Jn
;Lrab who receives an jrabic newspaper which calls for ir.:b-Jowish cooperation
somectimes is liaﬁiq to set in troubled waters., Jowish and Lrab workers
recently again revealed their tradc union soliddrity when 1500 workers st{yék
against the Iraq Pctroleum Company in Heifa, There is complete cooperation

between the Lrob ond Joiish Councils in the Heifa Oil Refineries. 4t the

mésc meeting of .xrab and Je ish workers, the spcocches were translated into both
languages, .rabic and Hebrow, end onc of the .rab workers illustrated the .
importance i solidaprity by pointing to a bundle of rceds and exclaiming:~
"Everyone singly canasily be broken; together - never.!

It was intcresting to nﬁto the rcaction of the Lrobs to the Governnent
reprossions against the Jews last swmer, It is truc that this reactionfaes
not the samc at cvory plaoce but there were typical treaits throughout, In
‘nunerous conversations with all kinds of people - intellectuals, shopkcapers,
workers, and peoasants, onc could heor the same refrain: "Yosterday it was our
turn, today it is yours; and so it £OCS Ollses"

During thosc days, many .rabs called on the Jewish neighbours to comfort
thom. There were instances whon Jrab village clders camc to beg pardon for
acts of vandalisu comritted by inhabitants of the villag.s against Jewish

vincyards during the irab scarches, and thcy even rovealed the culprits, In

.. some placcs, cven officors and soldicrs of the'.rab gion", who?usually are

“not trzined in an atmosphorc of ¢xagéé;étcd friondliness to Jews,ircvoalcd

a finc spirit towards thc Jewish scttlers during thosc days of hardship, and

"-warned them beforehand of searchos; transforred messages to confined rclatives

, ete, During the siege against Jowish ;ettlcments in the No%ﬁﬁ, .rab neighbours
v

I
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watched over the fields and agricultural machinery left out in the open,

i

and cven sent food and other gifts to the bosioged scttlers, In scveral cascs,
Lrobs gxprosscd their anxiety and decp l;uman intercest by bringing candy and -
also moncy for the women and children of Jows confined in detcntioﬁ COIPSe
then fire brokc out at that time in the wetor stotion of Kibbutz Fylon, in
Lostorn Galileo , the rcighibouring irabs put it out cven before the members of
the Kibbutz arrived, Right now the mombers of Kibbutz Mizra arc conducting
a coursc in firc-fighting for their Arab felleheen ncighbours whosc threshing-
barn recently caught fire -3 was oxbinguishéd by the membors of the Kibbutz |
in the nmiddle of the night in spite of the prevailing road curfcm

t is intoresting to notc the reaction of the Jrab public to the martial
i@; vhich was declarcd ageinst cortcin Jewish arcas —- Tel-/&iv end scetions
of Jorugélom -- during Morch of this ycor. Thesc arces were cut off completely
for scveral wecks from other perts of the country, and the /rmy took over.
Postel, :’.’clcpﬁono, ond. telegreph scrvices were stopped; all motor cormumication
was Drohibited, extonsive deily curfews ar}d constant sozirc;hcs took placc;
all import or oxport of raw matericls cte. was pr ribited. %hile the freb
nress which refleets the ozﬁinibn of the ruling circles nostly publi.shc:"i
cxprossions of joy, the wide Jreb public was dissetisficd and 11l at casc.
It wos again revealed how closcly connccted arc the two national scctors in
the coul;xtry. In Tel-iviv oﬁc:‘fol't' durlng the sicge how vitel ., the
conncetbion with the ireb wholesalers of” Jaffa}sa’nd in Jaffa the risc in pricc~s: e
of 21l lincns, clothes and toxtilo aﬁd other vital nccessitics reveeled

. : are’
how important the Tcl-/viv sources of supply/for the Jaff: inhabitants,
in spite of the boy%t. Arab” croftemen in Jaffa cagerly aweited fhc lifting
of* the sicge of Tel-iviv so tha"o they would be able to o‘_otai:n thcer nocossery
raw matorials for their wofk 3 Lrab villz;,gcrs ¢ | L : were
compellod to scll their produce L % '»'-mich. ‘thcy otherwisc market 1n
at half price at considerable disténces. L

Tel-ivivé  The lrab nevrspaj:gzr "Falétin' published - contrary to its

s
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jgenEral line of policy - a.leadiné article which said: "The means employed by
tthé"Government harm the innocené and lead to the economic disaster of the
‘country without affecting the terrorists in any way; Terror c¢annot be fought
abyhbarbed wire, fortresses and rartial law. Ong is concerned here with political
tééror and it must be fought by political means," The leftist Arab weekly
ﬂAl—Itﬁéﬁé&" wrote that the Government sanctions harmeod the entire country. -
jThey caused the términation of constructive activities, the flourishing of the
:black merket, the impoverishment of the population, the strangling of publie

opinion, the "suppression of freedggLE§

the press, freedox: of movemcﬁt, and all
other civil liberties™, -

e witnessed numerous instances of simple human‘relatignsbetween Jews and
Lirabs in their doily life, Even a chauvinistic Jewish sheet, which usually does
‘not distinguish itself by special sympathy for the Arabs, wrote during those
.days of siege: '"Many Jews -of Tel:éﬂév can tell stories of fine acts of sympathy
shown by Arabs. HMany 2 time Arabs endangered their life and Vsmugglecd! Jews
out of Tel-Aiviv to Jgﬁfé and back refusing any renuﬁcration."

© This too is part of the reality of Palestine -~ pictures which reveal the
other side of Paicstine life.

Six weeks ago, 40,000 workers in Army public works, two-thirds Arabs and
.one~third Jews, went out on a warning strike, demonstrating t. =ir solidarity
‘against illegrl dismissals and poor working conditions. This .strike was the
largest in scope and in number in the history of the trade-union struggle in
Palestine., It cncompassed all workers, cdeily, weckly, or mgnthly, in all the

army enterprises, workshops, Army offices, airways and vy,
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Thc strlke was carrlcd tlmugh in compl(,tc coopcratlon bctwecn the Hist sz'uth--

The Gcnc al Fc,dcrutlon of Jowish Labour -~ and the irab labour orgmlzc,.tlons,
"The workers! acmands were formulated by reprcscntativcs of workers of bbtﬁi‘ '
nations. .“t the au'r‘lkCI'S' meetings the mpor&mco of Jovfls"l-“rg.b cooper&tz_.n ’
vas greatly 491‘;;.phas:|:*»3d. "‘hc v cckly u J.-It&aa" which spvaks for onc of
the two irab Labour orgenizations, wrotc the following about the 31g111flcan;_:>e"_"::‘~‘
of the strike:= K ‘ |

"The imperialist British and /merican press is groatly disturbed by the

calling of a strike in the Army camps by ‘reb workers in coopcration with Jewish _,

workers. This pross misleads the world public opin‘on by arguing Athat irebs
and Jows cannot live togethor peacefully and thot the only solution for
Pc.lc;‘;stine is partition ..... Besides cconomic significance, this strik'c‘béa.rs;l‘_
great political =zignificance.” \
Onc ean also tell of attempts to bring about politicai cooperation
during the rccent period, The most striking example is thc, agrecnent drawn |

up between our League and the 'Faleghin cl-Jadide Societ ty, the toxt of‘ which

is cnclosed as _ppendix IV in the Memorendumwe prescntod to the Committee. o
The foundef and living spirit of this irab Socicty was Fowzi Darvdsh cl- |
Huss‘,/oﬁ/.'ni, vho was murdercd by "anonymous assas"”'ts"scvéral days bcfcgrc the
club~rooms of the Soeicty were to be officially opcned in Jerusalem,

The deccased, vho s forty-cight years old, was a momboer of the well-
knovm Husscini family and for many years participated é.ctivoly in the Arab
national movement. 4t the time of the disturbanccs?.{%é - 1939, hec was |
detained in a concentration camp. Howcvcr, in recent yoars:, he arrived et
the conviction that the only puth to the fulfilment of .rab national asplranloné

lay in agreocment between the ir. bs and the Jdews, the solution of the Palestine

Fron LR HR T
et DA

problas on tno basis of political cquality betweon the*tuo pnopa_cs ~ and the

Bt B = ERE

' rcallsatlon of thc Just ne.t:.ork.l c,smlra.tlons of- cach.
S it a neeting in Haife, exactly o yoor ago, Fawzi cl-Husspini wxplained

the basic conception of his circle : =
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. "fherc is a road to understending and cgrecment botween the two peoples,
“;aithough there arc nany stumbling blocks on the road, ALgreenent is absolutcly
-neeessary for the cdevelopnent of the land and the cmencipation of the peoples,
The conditions fdr agrocment arc: - the principle of non-domination of one
j;péoplc over the other; the cstg%lishment of a bi-national stetc on the besis #
- of politicel cquelity; and full-cconomic, social, and cultural Go-operaticn
between the two peoples, Irmigration is a political problen. fithin the
ﬁ‘frachork of an OVCr—ail'agrccmont, it will not be difficult to solvc the |
guestion of Jewish irmigration on the basis of the cconomic absorptivc.
capacity of thc land, The agrccment between the two pcoples rust reccive the
endorscrient of the U.N, If must also assurc the .rabs that the indcpondent,

bi-netional Palestine will join in 2 union with the neighbouring .rob countrics,!
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On another occasion, at a large meeting, of Arabs and )
Jews in Jerusalem, at the house of Mr.'Kalwaégsky, the ‘late Ti
* president of our League, at the end of August, 1946, Fawzi
el-Husseini said:

"The political conditions have deteriorated. The politiav 
cal consciousness of the Airab puﬁlic has greatly increaSéd; |
at the same time, however, the extremist influence has gained

in dominance. Gfeat strength has accrued to the Palestinian
Lrab Party (df Jomal Husseini and the E@iégjnot'so much in
: the moral senée s in the ﬁaterial sense; and it has the sup-
port of the Goveinment. Those sections of the Lrab people who>
do not want to.follow unreservedly this Party have nowhere, to
turn for help. Experience has taught us that the official
policies of both parties concerned -~ Lrabs as well as Jews --
have caused injury and suffering to both. It is true that'for 
many yvears I was a follower of Jamal Huss ini, my cousin. My
companions and I made him' our leader and‘we participated with
him in various political activities. I took>part in the dis-
turbances of 1929. However, as the years progressed I came’

to the ronclusion that activity in this direction is wérth-
less. Imperialist politics toy with both of us, both Jews |
and Arabs. There is no other way except to unite and to worhk
side by side for the good of bocth of us.¥

No one can imagine that the Palestiﬁe Police knows
less about this murder than the man in the street. Yet it is
a2 glaring fact that the investigation of this daétardly murder
did not exceed the usual procedure of dealing with ordinary
crimes, while issuing strict'warnings not to intrude w
thg political field. The murderers of Fawzi el-Hussein

those who sent them have not been discovered tilltcday. The

- i
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widespread Egyptian ngwspaper "hihbar el~-Yom"™ published an inter-
view with Jamal Hu§§éini, the.deﬁuty chairman of the Higher
fArab Committee, commenting on this murder: "My cousin stumbled
and he received his just punishment,”
| The Government's attitude to this murder and to similar
political murders can have only ons meaning: The blood of Arabs
who seek an understanding with Jews can be spilled with impunity.
Jamél Husseini proclaimed brazenly that he is responsible for
what he calls "acts against traitors™, and he is recognized by
the Government as the legitimate reprcsentative of the Palestine
ILrabs. The Government watches how the ruling clique of the Arab
community suppresses every spark of liverty and desire “or
agreement with the Jews -~ watches and keeps silent. This
indifference of the Government enccureges the extremists and
naturally discourages the ccmpromising sectors.

The above-~mentioned phenomena are &lso part of the
Palestinian reality -~ this wild reality which has developed
without any positive guidance. Had the Governmenf'desired to

use the keys which were placed i1 its hands, it could have un-

locked tremendous possibilities for rapprochement beﬁween the
two peoples. It could have undertaken large irrigation prow
jects which serve th: interests of both Jews and irabs and cone
vert desolate areas into sectors of intensive cultivation.

This was no} done. Even when the Goverament did =stablish

an irrigg;{on project in a mixed area, it established it for
one nutionality only. |

It could have made special grants te those economic

enterprises operated jointly by Jews and Arabs, and thus en-
couragedthe esﬁablishment of such enterprises in various fields.

It could have introduced the study of Zebrew in the, Government --

f' “y zci( S ,V: P
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aided
Lrab schools and / the extension of the study of Arabic in

the Jewish schools. It could have trained teachers in both
languages; promotedcontact between educators of both nations.
None of this was attempted. In some of the Government Arab
schools there exists an attitude of non-friternization_with
Jewish schools. |

There was a wide scope of activity for rapprochement in

the field of administration. However, except for the Govern~

ment Law Classes, no attempt was made to train officials of

both nations for.common activity in the Government administrations
We know that there cannot bé education towards independ-

ence without granting the opportunity to carry re§poosibilities,"

However, in this country the most.importént poE}ﬂlons in ohe,

administration have been closed to buth /rabs and Jews. Not

only have the salaries and pensions of the British officials‘

swallowed the greater part of the sums set aside for lo@al

adnanstratlon but, as the members of the %~ .ii%tee may recall
the answer of the Government witness to a question put by one
of the members /wggly two of the th1rty nine ‘ssistant District :
Commissioners in the’ country are Palestiniens. Not one .rab

or Jew is a District Commissioner or a member of the Government

Council. The Chief Secretary stated that 1t was 1mposs1ble to

R

'/’app01nt a Jew in an Arab Dlstrlct or an nrab in Jew1sh Dlstrlct'"

\ and 1n mlxed Dlstrlcts iv was imposs1ble to app01nt either of
'them; so the only solution was to appoint British. Apparantly,

it never occurred tc¢ the Government»to‘appoint an,Arab in an

Arab District and a Jew in a Jewish District. There are off1c1als
in this country, Arabs as well as Jews, who enjoy the full con- afﬁ

fldence of the wide public regardless of nationality. Accordlng

to the announcement of Mr. Stu bs, Public Information Offlcer
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of the Pélestine Government, uvhere were appointed from the
beginning of 1946 ,o March of 1947 the following new officials:
105 Englishmen, 26 Arabs and 15 Jews. '

One may rightly ask, in the light of this reality of
two naticnal moveméﬁts facing eacﬁ other, and opposing each
other's demands ~- Wherein lies/goiution; how éan the kno” be
unravellel? -

We believe that the situation is not as despera-s as it
may -appear on the surface. One of the interesting facts in |
the Palestinian reality is that there exists a gap between
the feelings of the wide masses of both peoples and the official
proclamation made by their respective leaders. The policy of
extremism wihich was nurtured during the recent years became
popular under the misleading assumption that extremism pays. .
However, wide circles ére coming to realizo that it is not so;
that extremism leads to destruction. If it pore démonstrated
that cosoperation holds greater promise, that the attembt to
bridge temporary conflicting interests presents greater hopes,
then the mood of the two nations would definitely change. From
this point of view, the right decision on the part of the
United Nations and its effective realisation may have decisive
influence,

In our view there is no conflict between the real interests
and just aspirations of the two peoples. The Jews want freedom
to develop unhindered their national home through immigration,
settlement,Tgr?djfgfftfgg% fﬁ'c?e%"eer?ééné’é’. igizgia%e i{lr?e fggﬁnggéndard
- of 1life, freedom from want and ignorance, freedom from economic
‘backwardness and feudal domination  We believe that the Jews

can attéin their goal in complete co-operation with the Arabs

-if Palestine is constituﬁed,@s quickly as possible as the
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bi-national state in which they illlive as two nations en-
joying equal national status- in Government regardless of their
relative numbers. We believe that the Arabs can attain their
goal in complete co-overaticn with the Jews in fﬁe framéwork

of a bi-national state as cutlined above.

[, political regime based upon these premisés, takiﬂg into
consideration th. special needs of the country and the needs
iof the two nations involved, can stimulate the progressive
and compromising forces in the two nationé} and rtke them co-
-operate for the benefit of all ths inhabitants. Such a regime
can open the gates of Palestine to the Jews.waiting to enter;
it can raise the standard of living of the irabs td that of the
Jews thfough joint development schemes, so that Bbﬁh of them
may progress shoulder to shoulder. Such'a régime can advance

both nations quickly to independence in their common homeland,

A bi—ne;donal solution, with internationsl cbhstifutional
guarantees, can remove the fear of domination of one nation
over the other. The status of each nation and its basic interests
will be safeguarded and presefved; L new leaf éan be  opened
in the stormy history of this country and its progress can be-
come a torch for the entire Middle East.-

More and more Jews and Arabs are becoming aware that
a way must be found for the two nations -to come to an under=-’
standing along the lines of progress, peace and co-operation
for which the’ best forces in'human society are sﬁruggling today.
However, after what pook place in this country during the last

25 - 30 vyears, ia one must work with wisdom, decisive-
ness and‘courage in order to untangle the painful knot and find
a just and workable .~ .tion. Such aid should and must come

from all the peace-loving and progressive fqQrces of the entire

AL
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: CHAIRM/N: I thank you. I also thank you for having ob-
served the time limit. Now,;we might put some questions. 1
ﬁapt to ask séme questicns about the constitution of the League.
: You represent which bodies here? |

Mr. SIMON : In the Le&gﬁ% are represented co-operatively
the Workers' Party of the Hashbmer Hatzair, the Iﬁyd, and
besides both these organisations we have individual Members of
different circuits of the Yishuv,

CHARMAN: Yesterday, we heard about the constitution of
the Thud. How many members has this Workers' Party of which
you spoke? o

Mr., SIMON: I am not a member, myself, but I think about
10,000, The voters were up to 25,000 at the luast election, if
I am right.

CHAIRMAN : ‘nd these individual members of th: League,

now many can they be?

Mr, SIMON: Not many. I think some hundreds.
GHAIRMAN: Lre your ﬁolitical aims the sane as the Thud?

CHAIRMAN: What is the differenc.?
Mr. SIMON: The difference is that the Thud based itself upam

the principle of numerical pa{}fy. The League does not do

’

]
%
i' Mr, SIMON: Not quite.the same.
i
[
:
t
l

that. In the Lefgue is incorporated the party, of the Haﬁgﬂmer
i Hétzair, which does not commit itself to numerical parity but
only to political parity The Ihud members of the League are
free to hold their own opinion in this specific point.
CHAIRMAN: Wha t does political parity mean?
Mr, SIMON; Political parity means that the Jews and Arabs
in Palestine wil’ have the same rights regardless ofwho is in

the majority and who is in Th. minority at a given morent.
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CHJIRMAI- But I have understood that that was the.
programme of the Ihud”
Mr. SIMON: Yes, but in addition to this political parity

the Ihud thinks that Jewish immigra ‘tion must be contlnuca uphlgié

' Ato numerlcal parlty, and then its contlnuatlon may bu dependent iﬁﬁ

cn the common 1nst1tut10ns of the bi-national state. ?p this
‘policy the League does not commit itself.

CHLIRMAN: Thank you very much.
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Mr. ENTEZAM (Iran) (Spoke in French, of which the follow-

ing is a translation) Nobedy favours more than I do the idea

‘:?f of rapprochement and collaboration by the Arabs and Jews.

‘But I must admit I do not fully understand the programme of
~the League for Jewish-Arab Rapprochement.

Yeéterday we heard Dr. Magnes and the representatsives of the
7 Eommunist_Party. In my opinion their programmeigave a better
answer to the question of rapprochement.

The second statement we heard today can be divided into
‘three parts.

The first is a critique aimed at the Government, in which
it is said that the Government of Palestine has done nothing
towards a rapprochement between Jews and Afabs, I will not go
into this question.,

The third part aims at proving that all the statements or
actions of the Arab leaders are rot supported by the Arab
masses.
We puizonally know of an example wﬁich contradicts this
étatement; I mean the bg}pé%t. In spite of all our efforts we
have not achieved any success, which proves that the Arep/ﬁigher

Committee is not as divided as is aiieged. But I will not go

now into these details.

We are told that the Arab masses do not follow their leaders.,

| I would like to ask: can the same thing be said about the Jews?

e d /}
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Can one state that the Jewish masses do not agree with the

‘extremist ideas of some of their lecders?

Lhe examples yuu have glven us deal more with collﬂbor tion

on Lhe purt of the urabs.> OL course, you say that the Jews are

'w1111n0 to colleboraue uut if the word "rapprochement" hes the

same meaning in Engllsh as it has in French - and I notice your 
OfgaﬁiZ?tion is called "League for Jewish-lrab Rapprochement” e
this means that both sides must teke a step forward.

| You heve mentioned all the claims of the Jews, and you say?
fan undgrstanding crn eaéily be reached; the)ﬁrabs have‘only cne
claim, and that is the faising of their standard of living, we

, ; 4 s
can guarantee tc them that this will be achieved”, ~ But as far
¢s we know the ;rabsvheve other claims.

I weuld like to knww if, in your desire for a rapprochement,

you have cttempted to understond the viewpoint of the ..rab
messes cr the Arat lerders, so &s to achieve a collaboraticn which

could truly be a rapprochement and an operation.
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to ascertaih aﬁd t; understand the real claims of the Arab side,

Mr; COHEN (Interpretation from Hebrew): Concerning the question of
the pfogramme of the League, it was presented to you.in the memorandum
which was given before the hearing. This programme ﬁas cryspallized
after . direct contact with certain irab groups. These ﬁegotiations
‘which have taken place between cerﬁain groups of Arabs and Jews have proved
more than oncé that this programme has considerable chance of success, if
it were supported by the United Nations, because it does take into
consideration the vital needs and Jjust aspirations of both peaples.

I am sorry the honourable Member of the Committee has understood
my remarks and those of Dr, Simondéigtnﬁiaggggadered only the economic
neeas of the Arabs., This is not the case, We have always emphasized that
there are national interests which exist here, and just/ﬁgigg claims on the
part of both peoples., Any solution which doesnot take inﬁo conéideration

the just national claims of both peoples and their aspirations will not be

a2 fair solution and- not : a solution which will be practicable,
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I ¢lso wish to add, to the honourable Member who has asked
this question, that the b:z;étt vhich ig being practised by the
mazses of Arabs against the Committee cannot necessarily be
proved to be the sentiment of the wide masses of ths Arabs, when
one takes into consideration the fiorce and the threats which
have been used by tﬁe leading cliques of the Arab groups to
suppress it. But there is another factor which must be taken
into consideration, and that is that there exists a great deal
of disappointment on the part of the Arab public concerning .
the many commissions who have Yisited this country. It should
be recalled that of the An%£9LAmerican Committee, which visited
here and which came to a unanimous conclusion, that4in spite
of che fact that promises were made that if its conclusions
were unanimous they would be carried out, the conclusions were
annulled a day after they were announced. We do not say the
Jews did everything in their power in order to realize the
pro gramme, Furthermbre, I wish to add, about the influence of
the League on the wide public: one camnot judge the influence
of this League merely by its membership or by its numbers,
since it is not organized as a political party. We believe
that it represents a considerable section of opinién in this
country., Furthermore, as it will be recalled, it is not such
a long “.re ago that the official Zionist movement as a whole
beglieved and pronounced the principles of equality and non-
domination,
i It is, of course, the great tragedy which has over-
taken the Jewish people, the despair which has also followed

the result of the
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White Peyér policy, which has changed the official attitude of the
Zionist movement. We understand this despair, but we do not accept
it, and we call upon the Jewish leadership not to fall into des-
pair, to continue the constructive policies of immigration, of ‘
gsettlement, but at the same time to call in the fLrabs for ¢ ..;.r P??:
and to call to the international forces for aid for such a programme,
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Furthermore, not only the Jewish public follows closely our testimony

here, but wide groups among the Arab public are following keenly what we

have to @y and also what we have to say before your Committee here,

There were a number of Arabs whe de31red to present to you a memorandum. We jf{s "
I ol
. did not encourage them for [the si mple reason that we did not msh they should R

_meet the same fate that befell Fawzi Darw’-h E’ﬁHk}&;ZJe.inl. becemss we need
such friends for further work and co-operation.

Mr, HOOﬁ (Australia): If there are any other questions, I myself would
like to ask one, but in view of the hcur I would refrain, -

CHAIRMAN: Are there many Memb.rs wishing to put questicns?

Mr, SIMIC (Yugosiavia): I have only one question.

Mr. SALAZAR (Peru)I have one Auestion.

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I have one, but I do not know how long the reply
might he,

CHAIRMAN: We might try to get it through,

Mr. SALAZAR {Peru): To appreci-te the development of your movement,

I should like to know wheat is the percentage of Jews and Arabs in your
Organization,

Mr., COHEN: Our Lezgue has never tried to organize Jews and Arabs within
its framework, We are working primarily within the Jewish community and we
are trying to encourage the rise of similar groups within the Arab community,
so that we both can be cooperating together. In the light of the events
which hg-gtaken place lately, you can very well appreciate ﬁhat might happen
if a different policy were followed.

Mr. SALAZAR (Peru): I assume, then, that your Organization represents the
opinion of a group of Jews, but is not entitled to speak in the name of any
Arabs? ‘

CHAIRMAN: Can you answer, Dr, Simon?

Mr. SIMON: I know the language better, but he knows the facts better,

I think on this questicn I may give a short answer. We can speak not in the

G el
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name but in the spirit of this Arab group who signed with us this agreement,

but we appear here for ourselves as a Jewish organization.

Vr, SALAZAR (Peru): Have you tried to form r~mongz the irabs a similar

~ organization to yours?

Mr. CCHEN: As I stated before, this League does not see its task to be to
organize among the Arabs, but rather to help and oncourage the rise of similar

groups among the Arabs, I believe that the best proof of cooperation is the

exanple of the apgreement which was signed between our League and this PFalegein
as _shown in . . ) Vv
el-Jdadide & ~irte " tie memorandum which was rendered to this Committee, and

especially as pointed out in ippendix IV in that document. I advise the Members
of this Committee to examine carefully this document, whichi undoubtedly has

aleo nnswered the question of the honourable fmber who askeé before about

the nansil L 57 of agreement between Jews and Arabs, not only from an economlc
but also from a2 political basis, %e bclicve that this agrecnent, signed between

us and the Arabs, entertains a wide programme which, if adopted, would give both

nations the fulfilment of their just aspirations and rights.
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hr. SIMICH (Yugoslavia): I should like to know what are your views on
partition.

— .

hr. COHEN:(Interpretapion from Hebrewj: Our Lesgue believes in the
programme tiiat the relationship between Jews and Arabs and their problem has
o be solved in a non-partitioned Palestine.

Lkr. HOOD (Australia): I merely want to ask whether wr. Cohen would agree
with the statcments we have heard in other evidence to the effect that the
relations between Arabs and Jgyé in all the frab countries in the kiddle Xast
are’badvand are getting worse,, and if so, if he agrees, broadly, with that.
Does lie think it has any bearing on the prospect of a rapprochement in this
country? )

ur. COHEN (Interpretation from Hebrew):I believe the question was not pub

correctly. In order t~ understand tiie relations between Jews and sarabs in the
entire Near East, one should investig: = . the situation of Jews and arabs in
Palestine, rather than investigate the relations in the Near HZast and say
that must influence the situation here. It is right that the Jewish situation
in a number of countries in the Mear wast is bad and has deteriorated, but the
Jewish situation is bad in many otiier countries of the world, and we believe
that is the main task of the Zionist Movement - to sclve this problem basically
and normalise the relationships of the Jewish people and the other peoples of
the world. This will affect the relations of the Jews in the Near Last as well
as the relations in other parts.

I have tr velled extensively throughout the Near wsast and the neighbouring
countries and I am convinced that if the provlem of Jewish and arsh
relations were solved here it would help and change for the better the

between
relations / Jews and snrabs in the neighbouring countries. :
GHAaIRLAN: Does anyone else wish to ask any questions? (No such wish
. Rappr ~chement
indicated., Then we have heard the representatives of the I. =~ -7 .
and I thank you for the‘evidence you rave given.

The last .item on the agenda,’ the hearing of the representatives of the -

~ Ashkenazi Jewish Community, is postponed until tomorrow. The hearing is
adjourned until tomorrow at nine o!clock.

(The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m.)
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