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CHAIRMAN : I declare the Twenty-seventh Meeting open.

on the flight we made over the Holy Land this morning.

Adoption of the Acenda.

.CHAIRWAN :

The agenda contains two items: One, public

hearing of.répresentatives of the Church of England and the

Church of Scotland; and public he

the Jewish Women's Organizations of Palestine,
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R -’ .SHall we adopt’that égehda ?
(No objeetion voiced)

GHATRMAN : Tt is adopted.

Publlc hearing of repcesentatives of the Church of England and
the bhurch of Scotland ’

} CHAIRNAN : I understana that HlS Lordshlp The nght
'lReverend W H. Stewart, Blshop of the Church of England in-
.Jerusalem,_and the Reverend W. Clark-Kerr, Hoderator of the
Church of 3co£1and in.Jerusalem will speak on behalf of these

% Churcﬁes. Wlll Hls Lordshlp please come up to the platform ?
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e (Hls Lordshlp, the Rloht Heverend W.H. Stewart, took a

¥
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Fﬁ seat at the table) S
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Rt. Rev. W.H. STEWART (BlshOp of the Church of England
in Jerusalem): The Moderator of the Church of Scotland and I
“have already submitted in writing a joint memorandum prepared
',especially,for the meetingsof this Committee. Each of us has
= also submit£éd,a;copy’of memoranda put in by‘our respective
:.Ghuréhes'to the Anglo-Amsy{iZn Committee last year. I presume
that you do not wish us to read today the memorandum which we
w'l<submltted,somentime ago, and which is, presumably, in your
}hands. It is, perhaps, inevitable that there should be a little
‘f_repetition between the documents that we put in last year and
;lthe‘joiﬁt document we have put in this year. I hope there is
~fltnot so much repetition aé to make them valueless.
_ The.Moderator'and I aré here, of course, prepared to
refer, each of us to our respective documents of last year, and
’j both of ﬁs to our joint ddcument of this year. Speaking for
n’.lmyself, in both of those documents I have tried to confine
l?fimysélf to thosé aspects of the problem which seem to me to be
f'fightly the concern of the renresentatifélof a religious bddy.

/In the documénts
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In the documénts that we have nut forward as more or less an.
official expression of the views of our resnective Churches,
we have tried not to volunteer. political views or to impinge onk“
political éuestions. For myself, I feel -- and I believe my
colleague feeis ~~.that if the Committee wishes to ask us’
questions on the more political side, it is our duty; and

we shall be prepared to answer them, but that so far as
anything that we volunteer is concerned: we have endeavoured
to keep on the religicus and the ecclesiastical side.

May I,sir, first refer to two items in these two docgments;>one :
of which, I think, requires correction, and one of which is
perhaps liable to misunderstanding. In the larger document,
which I submitted in March, 1946, and on the first page of it,
there is a sentence towards the end of the first paragréph

in which it may seem that the Churches somewhat comnlain of
the attitude towards our schools that was taken by the Depart-
ment of Education. I should like sc far to correct that as-

to point out that since March, 1946, when that document was
written, there has been a change in the Directorate of the
Department of Education, and a change also in their attitude
towards our scheools. In so far as this thought suggests any
complaint against the Lepartment of Education, I believe they
would allow me to say in sovfar as it suggests a compleint of .
theirs against our misEion schools, I should wish to withdraw
it entifely in view of the circumstances of the present day.

A second point I would like to make is in regard to our
joint memorandum of this year. ‘At the close of the first
paragraph there is a sentence about the Mandatory Government
which reads és follows: "The Mandatory Government is mainly
Ch;i;tian in its composition, but for that very reason has so
scrupulously refrained from any bias in the Christian interest

/that it has
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;that it has sometlmes been accused of being blased in the |
‘Opp051te direction". I am glven to understand th 't some
'people have taken that- to be a cr1t1c1sm of or a complaint
1¢aga1nst the.Governmentj It was meant to be a sincere compli-
mént. But I do think it is true.that s5ﬁetimes in its very
considefatenesé toithe religious feelings, practices, anﬂ
customs of non;Christiéns, the Government has, for examole,
" .been feduced to'being rather hard on the religicus feelings
_.of Christians. | |
Mr. éhairman ‘will you allow me, with no discoéurtesy,
Jto suggest an example w1th1§76ur own exnerience. I do know
that Chrlstlans have been hurt that this Commlttee, in its
right and proper respect of the holy days of other faiths,
have found it necessary to sit. on Sundays. Ycu will_forgive
amé:fdr“saying that, éir. It is an éxamplg that sometimes
.océurs'with the Government and it is something th~t we bear
in mind with regret. |
‘ - Now, sir, may I turn to what I think are the two main

factors 'in our joint document of this year. We have emphasized,
- perhaps somewhat severely, what we regard to be really the
lack of true religi 5 freedom in this country, vnarticularly
when religious freedom is intervreted, and we hold it should
be, to allow freedom of conversion from one faith to another.
. We have also said, at the bottom of page 4, that we know
there are many, far more than is commonly recognized, both
amongst Arabs -and Jews, who derrecate, though they dare not
say so, the intransigeance of their own political leaders.

/May I, sir,
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May I,.sir, in supnort of those two statements, record very
briefly,four incidents that have taken place in-my own study
sinée this memorandum was submitted to you.

Only yesterday I received the enclosed letter which is
addressed to you, sir, with the request that I submit it. I do;
not know the author. I have never heard of him. He writes
describing for your benefit the experiences of a Jew who
wishes to worship in a Christian church. I think the rest of
the letter speaks for itself, and it is not for me to read it.
It is significant perhaps that the writer sends it through
cne of my clergy to me to pass on to you in the hope of
preserving his ancnymity, though he does sign his name to the
letter.

Equally, only yesterday, I was appealed to to assist
in getting out of this countfy an Arab convert to Christianity,
new ruined and in fear. Both these things happened to me

yesterday.
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4 few days égo, aga;ﬁ since this m“morandﬁm;was written, .
two Christian Arabé came to me. They were from Tyans-dJordan,
which I know excludes them from your purview, sir. But the
parallel is interesting. They came to complain to me of the
results of. independence and its effect on the Christian
minoritys I saicd to them: "Yes, but did you not clamour for

independence?" And, the-enswer was: YOf course we did. We

s’ f

dared nct do anything else,."
The day after thet three Ortlpgdox Jews came to call on
me, Qnd they askel me to Ilbaﬁ w1th th¢s Comniittee for the
ight (f the strlctly orthodox Jews %u be crganized as a
religicus community, apﬁrt from the Kn§9éét Israel, and its
orwanlzatlfn, the vad Leumi. It is, I belleve, a fact that

such application has be<n made several tlmes in the nast to

the Telestire Government and has becn refused. All that they

~are allowed vo do is individually to opt cut of the Jewish

@

comnunity. I askad them how many there wecre of them, I had
no uneans of checking their figure, but the answer-was "twenty-
five thousand now and #nother twenty-five thousand in a. week,
if we were allcwed to be a religious comaunity.

That group at any rate, and indeed the perscns ceomcernad
in all those four incidents that I have tricd to retell, ere
to my mind cvidence of the pcint that I an trying to make -
that on every hand there is a bigger element of cooperaticn --
may I say of cocoperability - than the political lealers either

recognize or admit, and thet you will find that element amongst

the religicus people. It may seem strange thet the pecple of

whom I have spoken, other than actual converts to Christianity,

should cane to me with their complaints and thelr difficulties
end ask for my help, The fact remains that they do, :nd I anm
proud of it. I believe that it is there that you will flndthe

Jirab ...
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¢ Arab and the Jew having no quarrel with one another., It is in the godly
and religious elements on both sides that you will find the makings of
peace, And, it is to me a tragedy that a group, neither of my own race
nor of my own creed, should come to me to ask to be allowed to he a religious
community ou@side thglcommunity of their own people, once the mainspring of
the religion of the world.
3ir, I have no more to say, myself, unless in answer bto questions, I
do not know if my colleague wishes to speak. I will be happy to answer
questions if I can, or if I may.
CHAI RMAN: Thank you, your Lordship.,

Rt. Rev. CLARK-KERR: H-wve you scmpthins you would: Iike to 208 to what

T N——— —

his Lordship has said?

Rt. Rev, CLARK~KERR: There is very little that I would like to say,
e, Chairman, except mercly to emphasize that memoranda from the Christian
stand point to other commissions have usually confined themselvzs to streséing
what we call briefly among ourselves "Shrines and Souls", that is, the protec-
tion of Holy Places and religious l}berty. As we have stressed in our present
memorandum, in thinking of Hol Pléces we are not merely thinking of a few
ancient buildings in Jerusalem and Bethlehem; to at least the Western Christign
mind this whole country is a Holy Lend end perhaps even more holy than the few
buildings. The whole atmosphere of the country, its trodition and its history,
are sacred: there is no part of it that ligs outside of our sense of reverence
and sense of its sacredness,

In enswer to the queétion of religious liberty, which has‘been much

e ,

stressed already, no matter what statutes are on the statutc books of countries,

ad particularly this country, religious liberty is not protected by lines
written into the law. Somegthing more is required, and that something more

we have tried to underline in this memorandum - that is, that whatever system

of government is formulated for this

/country., .. G
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counbry in the future because of Chrlstlan world 1nterest
and because of our de31re not only for Chrlsflan llberty

for ourselves but for the other-rellglons in the land, we

'feel that each religion should bé'adéquately represented in

the administration of the country. 'This has led us a little

further in this memorandum than others have gone. We have

attempted to stress that some form of cooperation bctween
. ! * '

the. communities, and particularly between the religious

people in the communities, should be worked cut for the

development of the country along réligious, cultural and

humanitarian lineé, seeking to 1lift the country out of the
realm of politics and put it back to where it has been --

a Holy Land, not only for the three great faiths, but pointing

t

' the way to cooperation and enlightenment for the whole worli,

CHAIRMAN: I thank you. "I read in the joint memorandum
on the last page that some form cof positive aﬁd‘constructive
cooperatioh between the communities is the inéscababka con=-
cluéion. Does that also refer to the polit ical issue?

BISHOP STEWART: I think, sir, it must meaﬁ that at
least in any prejected form of governmert , éssuming this to
remain 2 unitery state, the Christian voice in governmert

end the Christian shere in any governing body should be

‘sufficiently clear and strong to maintain justice towards

the Christian mincrities as well as to non-Christian
majorities., _

| CHAIRMAN: Do you want to de&elop how you have sought
this cooperation? Do you feel that you will enter into
these political questions or do you wish to avqiﬂ touching

on them?

BISHOP STEWART: I rather'think sir, that perhaps the

. Nbderator could answer nhﬂt more fully than I. It is true

the t we con51dered and flnally Q301ded not to submit eny

00551ble draft’ scheme. We/felx\ wa sy notiooursbusiness,, I




}'"roup toﬁwhlch he bclongs gets up in arms abalnst him and
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do not think, mygelf that 1t would be pos31ble to ask the
representatives of smell Chrlstlan bodies to produce a '
scheme of government for this country which started from

their own desire for . a fair shere in it. I do think that

if we were presented with any projected scheme we might

be ¢ble to say hov and where we thought Christian inﬁerests‘
should be protected, But‘i‘should not; myself, feel
comretent to begin from-thet and then find nmryself héving

to deal with all the rest,

CH/.IRIT.N: Will you say then how the Christian in-
terests ought to be protected?

BISHOP STEVART: Only if we knew the shope of
government in which we were asking for protection, sir,
could I answer thet, . _

CHAIMMAN: Well, then, I do not want to push my
questiop. '

Mr, VISWANATHAN (India): I cen quite understend thet

when the right of conversion is exercised, if 2 Jew or a

Moslem happens to be converted to Chrlstlgnlty the social
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/uses rressure of verious social forms against him, But

-
I

Ahow exoctly would you rrovide in a coenstitutional or
administrative way against such kind of pressure on the new
convert? I dc not think such & provision has becen made in .
t he government or the administration of any ccuntry, and I
am afraid this is a phenomenon which is common to the whole
werlde

BISHOP STEWART: Yes, it does sccem to me, and we have
feally tried to meke the‘point,.that %here is a difficulk y
about reiiﬁious liberty which has not been adequeiely

realized. If we, a8s Chrlstlens, ask for religious liberty
i /fOI‘ the 6o e
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~of course prepared to concede

\

for the Chﬁisﬁians;\we“éré
feligious liberty to ahyone elSé. But there are tenets in,
for example the religion of Islam, which in themselves are
in conflict}with;the religious liberty of other peoplei I
do not kneow, It is a matter for lawyers how that can be
sievadgd. We have suggestedAthaﬁ at least ahy future government
should have a strong enough Christian element in it to protect
us ageinst that kind of thing. I am not lawyer enough to
know how it can be done, but I have in mind a lioslem Qork

on Moslem Jurisprudence which makes it perfectly clear, for

| example, that difference of religion is in the Meslem faith
and the Moslem law, which are identical, Ivthink. Difference
of religion'is an @bsolute »or to inheritance. Tlerefore a
lMoslem adenting any other reli~ion is automaticelly dis-
inherited. It 1s coﬁmonly‘said.and believed that the

penalty for spostesy from Islam is death. I am, I believe,
right in saying.thet thet 1s nowhere clearly laid down in the
"Koran™, but thnt the Hadith traditiors are unanimous in
interpreting the‘Koran in theat way. Disinheritance and

death are not religious sanctions but civil dnes, and the

difficulty we are sug-esting is that it -~ undesirable that

civil penalties should be attached to change of religion.
You ¢ sked me how to get out of it, I wish I could answer
you., I was hoping that this Committee would answer the
question,

Mr. VISWRNATﬁAN (Indic): When w§ sit down, for example,
to draw up the constitution cf your ccuntry, how exactly
would we provide for this -~ if we tried tohprOVide for this?

lCH&IRMLN: I' did not heer the question, please.

Mr, VISW.NATHAN (Indie): If we are trying to drew up
some kind of a'gonstitution for this country, how exactly
would the Lord Bishop like us to put this éort of thing into

N . o /the constitution.....
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the conétitutién as a safeguard for the.right of convefsion?
Do you have any concrete suggestions.in the matter?
BISHOP STEW.RT: I do not think, quite frankly, sir,
I should'like to see any regulation of any faith which im;
posed c;vil\sanctions abrogated even at thecost, which I
admit, of tc that extent infringing cn somebody else's
religious liberty.
Mr, VISWANATHAN (India): In the recent past there has
been no danger of any kind to any of the Christian institutions>‘
in this ccuntry. The world, s a whole, has helped Pelestine
preserve the sacred character of everything in this land.
Is there any specinl need for any special action toc be tken
in the future? Are not the present conditions satisfactory?
BISHOF STEW~RT: These are, I think, two different points,
sir, 1In regard to the first, there being no danger to Christisn
institutions, I wish I could agree. I could name twc or three
Christian schools which we have been obliged to evacuate
becéuse we were told it was not safe for our European staffs
to work in them. I could name cne vhich had a bomb deposited
upon its doorstep only three or four weeks ago. I do not think
it is~en§irely true to say that there is no danger, though I do
not think any of us Christian workers weuld for a moment wish |
to make much of the danger or to exarserate it -- and, indeed,
most of us cheerfully, Trankly, laugh a2t it., Byt, it is
there, The other question, as tc the character of the whole
country, seems to me quite o different point. The danger
there is not 2 question of physical danger; it is a danger
of seculerization of éacred things and of sacred places. It
is a danger of, shall we say, "corruption of atmosphere,"
We hav¢ spoken of it to some extent in our memorandum, and the
Inglo~imericen Comuittee referrel! to it in one particular case -

which heppened to catch their eye, thouch it was by nc means the -
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-~ most outstending case they could have selected. I think we do

Zfeel'veryrstrongly thﬁi;\forfexamplé, Galilee has-a character
‘:andgaésociation for the 700 millions of Christians which is
being slowly, end sometimes rapidly, undermiﬁéd.
Mr, VISW.N.THAN (Indié)i One more question. You havé
suggestéd a share in the gcvernmént for the Christians.
Nquld you hase that shere of Christianity in the Government
of Falestine on the basis of the Christiah minerity population
of the country, or on the basis of Chfistiénity beiﬁg one of
tﬁe three religions cohéerned with this country? ‘
BISHOP STEWART: I think, sir, the answer is in our
memorandum. I would séy,>sir, as I have said before, ﬁhat it
woul:l depend on what prdportion of representation was given
to other religions. It is ét the moment a fact thet the
intefests of the twc other great religidns arc¢ being weighed
nbt on their proportion in the cnuﬁfry, but on their propor-
tion in the world. All Jewry is interestéd in thé Jews in
Palestine. All Islam is interested in the Arabs in Pelesti ne,
And, all Christianity is inmterested.in the Christiens in
Felestine. If the first two were to bc adéquately represented,
we plead the third should be equally represented, _
Mr, VISWANATHAN (India): HNot merely dn the basis of the
mino}ity in this country?
BISﬁOP STEW/RT : Not~merely cn the basis of its minority.
CHiIHfAﬁ: Ire there any further questions?

(No respense).

CHAIR.N: Then, I thank you.
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“Jewish Women's Organisations of Palestine; and I understand that for
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The next item on the agenda is the hearing of representatives of the

' ’/"these
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'_Organisations, Mfs. Rachel Katznelson-Rubatchov ard Mrs, Rebecca Sieff.

.,[Will you nlease come uo on the nlatform,

I recognise Mrs Katznelson—Rﬁbatchov.

(Mrs. Katnelson-Rubatchov spoke in Hebrew The following translation
was circulated).

MRS. KATZNELSON-RUBATCHOV: The Council of Jewish Women's.Organisations
in Palestine has asked for the privilege of appearing before you, not in
order to repeat the commrehensive cvidence which you have already heard
from the representatives of the Yishuv and of the Jewish Agency, but because
we feel that a consideration cf the woman's role in the unbuilding of the
Jewish National Home might help to claprify that problem for which you have
been delegated to fiﬁd a solution.

Among our people, as among all modern peoples, woman's part in public
life has been growing, and there is no dowbt that a great part of this
progreés is dwe to the activities of the organised women' s mévements,‘ which
have a history of some 100 years in the.democracies of Europe and‘America.

The women's organisations in whose names we are speaking are ﬁart of:
this international women's movement But the women's movement in the’ Yishuv
and in Zionism has two distinctive fentures. Although our movement also
concerned itself with safecuarding women's particular interests, its main
concern was to take its full share in tﬁe upbuilding of the Jewish National .
Home. This is natural for women of a “crsecuted and oppressed people
struggling fcrvfreedom. Another characteristic is the urge to develop basic
services in health, education, and social welfare - which is tyvpical of the
women of a pioneering veopnle.

In order ?o show t o what extent and in what manner the upbuilding
orocess has been influenced by the work of women, I shall cite only a few
instances, since the special memdrandum submitted by the Council of Jewish

Women's Organisations in Palestine describes these in greater detail:-

-~

I /One of the
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One of the aims of the Zionlst movement has been to imbue Jewish youth

with a de51ro to do manual 1abour - primarily agric tural work: This ob~-

"“"‘l :s..

jectxve could not have been S0 largely achieved 1f the women's movement had

not educated ﬂenerations of young women here and in the Diaspora to respect
physical work, particularly on the land. A considerable part of the effort and
itheAmoﬁ%y'which.women's organisations have poured into the country, have been
| for:tne agricultumal training of girls., In the years since the first Girls!
Farm School'was established in 1911, thonsands of women farmers have come out
of the educaticnal institutions set»up. and maintained by the women's organisa-
'.tione, .And it must be remembered that it was these formerly city-bred girls -
~;,/£ar removed from work on the land - who played so large a part in agricultural
i- development in Palestine., Out of their desire to create a people of workers
yilend-Qualify the women for all'fielde of work, general vocational training in
addition to agriculturel became one of ohe chief aims of the Zionist women's
movement in Palestine and abroad.

In a community of diverse origins and backgrounds, Hebrew is today the

B ‘
T

unifylng element, It is the language spoken in the home and-in social life;
it is.the medium of instructinon in the school. A common Heréw culture is be-
'ing feshioned from .the rich sources of our past and the creatime efforts of the
present, We could not have attained this without the effort of the Jewish

o mothef, who not infrequently had to learn the language with her ohildnen and
the aotive ccoperation of the woman in every field of our cultural endeavour
in ﬁhe oountry. | |

1

*
The transition was difficult for the immizrants who came several decades

ago = a transition from an established society in Europe to a etrange and
desolate land, in which theré was no org anised Gevernment, no housing, no medical
facilities, and only primitive means of transportation.- The pioneer women of
~ that pefiod, despite rampant infectious diseaees and the trials of a climate
ﬁ;l hard on peoole from northern climes, succeeded in raising families - the first
: :;éeneraiion of mcdern Palestine - a healthy working generation filled with the
;;‘joy of living. And so the foundations of the new Yishuv were laid,

v

/These self-same
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¢ ' These ‘self-same mothers, lrl'a’vinérais'éd' their children under such adverse.
circumsﬁéhces , later turned their energi\es and talents to'creating organi.sétions,
that covered the country with.a metwork of educational and socia.l’;ﬂe‘lfare'
institutions for the care of children of mothers working outside thelr homes,
of children of new 1mm1gran;ps 5 of underprlnleged children. It was a Zlonlst
Women's Organization in the United States which, at the end of the first Werid
War; laid the foundation of a health programme for Palestine to combat erlldemic.
diseases, to train nurses, to extend medical ad.d'end provide special care fc:f |
the mothér and child. Without this early service pioneering would have béen
even more hazardous. / W%M
During your tours of the country, you saw some of the medical and publie
health institutinns, the schools, the immisramts' hostels, which were established
thrdugh the efforts of women in Palestine and abroad. The funds which made |
these projects possible did not come from the rich, They are the result’ of.
the intensive work of women in Palestine and of their sisters in thhe Diaslee;‘e;,
And at this point I should like to make a remarlc which seems to us pert»lnen“{:
You have seen our beautiful farms and institutions - but there is another s:.de
to this picture of which you may not be sufficiently aware - the daily strugg’le
for existence of part of the Yishﬁv. . | o
The first years of'their adjustment are dlfflcult for all 1mmgrante,
_‘and how much more s6 For the refugee of today, who has lost a.ll his dear ones
and been robbed of all his earthly possessions by the Nazis, 4&nd in contrast -
we have an immigration of families with numerous children who are mak:_ng their |

et
3L way ‘into Palest:me i'rom nelghbourlng countrles - i‘rom the Yemen, from’Syr:La,

o T
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h\ 0frovn North Africa., They come out of 1ove for Palestlne and out of a deep need.
to escape from a life of degradatioén and serfdom. Their numerous children
are a bles‘sing'td Palestine, but they requif"e education and care. The .v;'omen)'s

organisations have gladly taken upon themselves the task of 1n1t1at1ng so<:1al

welfare and health institutions , but tt — have recelved llttle assn.stance fre'n
the Government,-
And there is another important spﬁere‘of life (of which you m.ll un-
~doubtedly hear in deta:.l from representat:.ves of the Jewish Fede'atlon of Labour)
hu.m [ i | s s S /in mnchie_rm
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~in vhich there has hardly been.any Govérnment assistance,” and that is the pros

» vf'ision‘ of proper working conditions and the assurance of a fair wage for y en

It wag only through our efforts in co—operatlon with the organised

workers! movemeqt that these .objectives have to some extent been achieved , and

KJ

;that women insthe liberal professions receive equal pay with men, while women

-

- ¢gn continue to work in 'all occupations after marriage. In the same way, in

\"our democratic Jewish community =~ the woman enjoys the right to vote and to be

- ‘elected to municipal bodies (except in mixed communities where this right is

denied) and are represented in the elected bodies of the Yishuv and the

Zionist movement,

ks pointed out at the bef'lnnlnb, it is not the fight for her rights which

is the main objective of women's public work in our community., We do 'riot rest

. content with our cor'{tributi.on to the development of our agricultural economy,

education and literature, nor with the fact that Palestinian women took their

. full share in the war effort and volunteered in their thousands to the

auxiliary womeh's services and war industries. It is quite clear to us that

~ these achievements are practically and ethically valueless if we are to remain

V‘-a minority in this ‘country and the gates of Palestine are to remain closed for

" Jews who are waiting to begin life anew in Palestine, ° |

- Wh;i,le.,still a small group of women pioneers we began to assume our

; _:‘respons‘ib'ility toWarcis the Diaspora. In the pioneer movement which served .as

: ‘a reserve corps for the upbuilding of the country, men ard women from Palestine

worked tbgegher. , Palestine women travelled from country to country and brought

' to a.dispersed people the message of Zionism and organised the women of the

Diaspora for the upbuilding of the Homeland. Jewish ‘wome'n partisans from

" Palestine died in foreign lands, in the hope that they might save those -

~ destined for extermination by the Nazis, Thousands of Palestine women joined the

v

_" activé sérvices not only to fight the common foe but because they wanted to

reach Eurone and .help their kinsmen, the victims of Nazism.

Together mth the Yishuv the Jew:.sh women of Palestine res:.sted the edlcts

/- of the White Papfer whlch closed the ga s of Palest:\.ne and foreced refugee-laden
y shlps to be

- : Ny ¢ ) 7 '\ - 14 \ i
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sﬁips to be sent away to Cyprus - and _in_thesga;acts: of resistance precious:

lives wére lost, i
And today women from Palestine are in the D,P. 0:923 of Germany, wustria '

and Ttaly; among them are mothers who kft their families in Palestine. They are

taking care_.of children and orphans and young people who were the victims of

Nazi terror. They are restoring their faith in humanity and filling them with *
the hepe of beginning life anew. And thuy are able to do so because of what
Palestine means to them. |

Lagt winter I worked for several months in a German camp in the Amerlcan
gone, There I met boys and girls and youngkpeOple s and thus T can touch on-
this question. And I say to you, not only as a Zionist but as a Jewish mother:
_thgare can e n_eit:her spiritual nor physical rehabilitation for these children
so long as they remain in the camps, |

Quite apart frjom any basic politicél solution, we ask yéu to urge that «
the ‘childrv'en and young people from the D.P, cam'p,s in .Eurgpe and nyus be al-
lowed to come to us. Here we mothers.will receive them. L Here they will not
lack affection. And if it is experience which is required for the bringing up.~
of these thousands of boys and girls,, our teachers, nurses, bso'ca'_a,l ‘workers in
the Yishuv, have the necessary experience, | : o

We believe that there can bhe no argument against this pl’e:a of ours, that '
a people vmourjr%ing a million children, put to desath by foul hands, should yearn
to give to the few sur¥ivors an opportunity to live in the Homeland, for.only
the ‘P,alesting air and climete ~ physical and spiritual - cah give them what fgeﬁy
need, . _ o , | KR ‘

May the'rescue of these children be youf- finst step tow,ard‘s paving the
way fo.r a solution thet will Lring to an end the distress of the Jé‘wi‘shv péopil:é.j-‘

‘ CHAIRMAN I suppose that the .writing we have been given contaihs the-

exact tr;mslatign of your address, and therefore I think we need not .have an
interpretationv;givemtobus_ now, I thank you, Mrs. Katz’nelsog-Rub‘atchov.

- /I:recognize



I recognlze Mrs. Sleff
Mrs. STEFF: Mr. Cha.lrman and gentlemen of the Committee, I have been
‘asked to prei‘ace my statement by enumeratlng the organigzations that are repre-

,sent,ed here today Ha@ssah - the Women's Zionist Organization of the United

-

.‘States of Amerlca WIZO - the Women's Internatlonal Zionist Organization; the
‘ General Counc1l of Women Workers 3 the Zionist Women's Orgaruzatnon in Palestine;

 Mizrahi - the Women's Qrganization in Palestlne and in America; the Pioneer
- - . v- : ° ) ’/
Women's Organization in America;. the Jomen Workers' Organization of MJ.%}?ahl B

. the B\Io}nen"s League for Palestine in New York; the Jewish Women's Ejuael Rights
Aseociatio;l of Palestine. The iﬁerahi,_ as I dare say you have Yearned, repre-~
senfs' the religioue or'_ganizafionsb..

i should like to join my colleague in expressing our appreciation of-

your coheent to give us a hearivlg. We‘ would not have further burdened your

heavy agenda had we not felt that such 1s the pllght of our peonle that the

o JRp—
© ot 1 ) -

1‘ voice of the }IerSh woman should not go unheard before thls international forum.
,,.‘rm WM“M

In order to complete the m.cture drawn by my colleague of the woman's

part in the upbu:le:an of the Jew:.sh National Home s I should like briefly to
,‘Qg‘tline the role played by women in the Zio‘yiét World Movement. The original \
‘constitution of the Zionist Organization as adopted by the first Zionist
*..'G.ongress‘ fifty years ago .gave' full and equal rights to women, thus emphasizing
iilts democratic and progressn.ve character. In consequence, the first women

'_.vZ:.on sts were able, from the outset, to devote all their energies to the task

E""'jof eprolling 'thev Jawish woman into. the Movement and ena’oling her to meke her
Errrsipecirfie cont.,ribti‘i:ion to the reoaissance of her people, ‘As it is a ﬁé-'ﬂg non
T"’?for the modern womao to fulfil a dual role, so in addition to these specific
,lyi—t'asbks,'. Zionist women -have also played a notable part in the raising of the |
. great national funds. .

‘ In the memoranda. submltted to you vby the various women's organlzatlons
and i_n the joint swmary _preseniced_by the Cou\nc:ol'of Jewish Women, we. have
i fgfi&eavoured to give a eonoi‘se record of t/lgleir specific character -and activitiess .‘

R e tized by Dag "Ph'wr organizations
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These organizations sprang up uncer regimes with such diverse
social and economic conditicns s those which prevailed in.
Tsarist HRussia, the free United States of America; liberal
Great Britain, extencing to all countries of furcvpe, to the
Latin smerices, the British Commonwealth, and even to the
smallest Jewish communities in the Far tast. The essential .
unity of the Jewish people is reflected with crystal clariﬁy
in this very foct that Jewish women uncer such diverse con-
citicns and in face of the special difficulties common to all
women, hove organized themselves fur une fundamental ideal -
the rebuilding «nd return tc their wncient Hemeland. Throughout
all the bitter centuries of the exile, the Jewish woman has
joined in the daily preyers for the return to Zicn and zealously
guarded those age-long religious tracitions and festivals in-
Gissolubly bound with the life «nd soil of the bLand of Israel.
In the lﬁilabies she sang to her child, the Jewish mother-ex-
pressed this weep yearning anc passec it on from generaticn to
generction, To tronslate this deep-rooted faith into terms of
coucrete werld-wice crgénization, embracing clcse on half a
millicn women, has been no light tesk. It has indeed demanced
untiring devotion anc constant perscnal sacrifice,

Wwomen had to learn the significance of the woman as
g#ioneer, to shoulder the responsibility for clecrly defined tasks;
of which my colleague has given you a picture, and.finally,wto
raise the funds required for their meterial realisaticn in the
land of their prayers.

The rise of the lazl regime with the incredible suffering
it brought in its weke fer the Jewish people, demsnded an
immecdiate intensirlicatiocn cf our efforts and a wide extension
of all cur institutiuns nc sefvices.. That we were cble in mo

smell measure to meet the situation, .was due to the basic

- | A : """/soundness
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.ﬁ.séﬁédhéésICf our;wofkran&four'organiéétions”
| V¢It‘was a woman = ‘herself a potential victim~offthé Nazi
_ fury = who conceived the idea‘of'Y?Bzﬁ aliyah - the rescue of
_Jewish youth from the Fascist hell by bringing them at an early
age to ralestine, the one place in the world which could com-
pensate these victimized children for tﬁe'loss of their parental
r;}@ome anc offer them the prospect of & full life cs free human
‘ifbeings. Tﬂis moving idea made a powerful appeal tc the maternal
dnstinets of Jewish women the world over, who accepted these A
“-children spiritually end materially’és their preciovus chorges -
W-brands snatched frcm the bufningi "It wes a grQat woman- in Israel
to whom veas entrusted the task of absorbing them into the life
- &and soil of Falestine, In this she hal the enthusiastic cocpera-
tion of the whole of the Yishuv which opened its arms to embrace
‘the uisinherited. |
ancther ﬁew problem now presente¢ itself - the recrienta-
" ticen qf'the older women'from'hazi-obcupied uﬁ}ope, coming in the
'fmain.from the sc-called middle classes. New &nd very practicel
. weys ani means had tc be. evolved in order tc enable them to
adjust themselves to the entirely new conditiuns of.life in

ralestine, sgain, the Jewish woman everywhere responded to the

Y

”

_ appeal of her uprooted sisters anc found the material wherewithal
fer this great work of rehébilitation.

Then came the war., illions of Jews trapped in the.,
. buropean inferno - every avenue of escape barred and bolted! 1In
f this desperate plight our Zicnist women came .to the furefront,
-displaying invincible courage, qualities of leédership.and
heroism under concditicns never known befure in humen histcry.
i-hhat gave them this courage? It was the strung sense of.national
f‘pfide and dignity which they had develouped during two decades of
 §intensive,aipnispféctivityt' They had alreauy rejected every pos-
iisibiiipy of ;n&iViduai escape, %g‘ordgr to hold together their |

S -/
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that road of martyrdom which led ‘t¢ the concentration camp and
the gas-chamber. They kept alive the cultural heritage of the-
Jewish people so lung as there waslfreath in their bodies.

They risked and lost their lives in thet strangest of =2ll
smuggling activities, spiriting away the children cver forbidden
frentiers or hiding theﬁ in heepitable non-Jewish hcmes. HMany
_f them went underérounu to find thgir way to the partisans,

fighting by their side on mcuntain and in forest. In that last

hercic stnnd of the warsaw ghetto, thot unique battle for freedom’

in the world's histury,'uur young women fought ond fell, & mere:
nenaful. have survived to tell the'tale.

In the countries at war the Jewnsh waomen, cespite the
heavy demands naturally maue upun them es citizens for the wer
effort, cid nct fur one moment neglect their work for the

// naticnal utbullané. On tnc cu ntrary, they increesed thelr

SV
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“ct1v1L1es, ;1rstly in urder to 1111 ‘the gap cmused by the ob-f

//ihtefatlun ¢f our Federations and Groups in Eurcpe; secondly,
to meet the new demiands which I have glrecady described and -
which gezined further momentum even during'the war; and thirdly,
te take care of ant participate in the financial'responsibility
for large numbers of women, young people ancbchildren who came
to their fcsPective countries as refugees,

It is significant that the vast majerity of the young
people who sovescgpeﬁ looked upcn this period only as a trensi-
tion end preparatiin for their future 1life in Palestine, In
dnglend, f;r example, since &ll the young people had . -cither
Jeined the forces or made & valuatle contrilbuticn to the war
effort s arrigulturel werkers, there was no'ubstacle placed

- in their wayvqf tecoming british citizens. This they did not
accept since their one desire was te come to their own Homeland.-
lMany are alrcady here; the others are eagerly awaiting their'

5
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But whatever we have been able to achieve, what does it
avail us if, after the great exterminstion, the remmants of
}our people still languish in Displaced Persons quéé and still
iive inioaily terior 2of their lives in countries t¢ which they
were comoelled to return, since the one way they would have
‘thosen is barred to them? rerhaps only thouse, who,rlike myself,
heve visited the D.F. camps in Germany can fully realize this
bitter humiliaticn that the survivors of the first people oute
raged by the ilazis should be placed in a cetegory lower than
those who are responsible for launching this hideous war upon
nhnklno, insteac of heving been made the first consideration '
of the victorious nations.

I should like'to interrupt my statement for a moment to
ékpress our gratitude to ﬁNRRn for‘what'it has cune in EBurope,
and te countries like Sweden ano dwitzérlandz which did all
they could to help to rescue ond tqke care of the thousands
that found their way over the Nazi-occupied countries to thelr
hospitable shcres.

Despite this, such is the sttachment of our women to
their'ideal that even behind the barbed wire of the Digblaced
Fersons camps they have spontaneously re-grouped themselves
under the benner cf Zicnism, not only trying to pre“ﬁre them-
selves for the future but crganising once ¢gain 3001Ql and
cultural service for their fellow-pfisoners. |

>Only men and women ceu.crate to go home ond nowhére else,
could nmuster up the strength to trezk through thése bérriers im-
posed by their so-called liberators to séil the high seas in
such perilcus craft eand under such indescriboble conditions.
amongst them are large numbters of expectant moth°rs and women
with babes in arms. lieed one say more? It takes the force of
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the British Navy to prevent this human flotsam and jetsam from

s

landing in the homeland, and to escort * .em to the new concentra-. -
tion camps in Cys;us where only yesterday the hungry proclaiméd
a hunger strike to protest against thé degrading and foul con-
ditions under which they are heing held.
The prolongation of this agony is a stain upon humanipy
which can only Le effaced if the state of homelessness of the
Jewish people is ended, we identify ourselves fully with the
political demends of the Jewish sgency for free and unfettered
immigratiqn.iﬁto lalestine and fof that’independent statehood
through which =2lone this can be achieved, |
. But there is cne vital ﬁatter which brooks not nAmomeat'si'
delay and which we as women and m.thers feel cur sacred duty ond
our moral fight to pléce before.the‘Uﬂited Nations:_thét the 3Q,OOO;
i children_surviving in the Oisplaced tersons camps in #urcpe in the |
Americah Zonc aﬁu ﬁhe 2,000‘ﬁow in Cyprus ve given at cnce. into
the care of tue Yishuv. How can we niake the world'realisé_that
almost all these chilcren are the sole survivers of whole families
and:entirely without kith and kin. Can you imagine the psycho-
logical state Qf such a éhild - after whit his eyes have witnessed.
and after that which he has éurviveu? uaughﬁer is banished from
his lips. dven in the games which I saw children playing in a

newly. established camp outside Frankfurt, there was no childish

Jjoy, nor that spontaneity which should be every chilc's birth-

right. tThe Jewish woman longs to réstore this birthright in so
far as it is humanly possible. Whére else can this be but in
that vigoréﬁs_life which is Jewish Palestine, together with its
healthynérmal young generztion.

Gentlemeﬂ? this is'noAsituation that can be dealt with
through‘ordinarily formulae or through normal channels of procecure.
We ask YOu, as fepresentatives of the United Nations and &s simple

] (‘/v}/)/'/memb?rs
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\'.members ofithe human race, iQ join in our demanc for the-
im@édi&ﬁ% releage of vur children.

Wwe shuall not rest nur, Gentlemen, shall we give you
* rest until we have brought .our children home. |
CHaIRBMal: I,thénkkysﬁ, Mrs., Sieff. Dces any member
" of “the Committeec wish to aék aﬁy questions? ‘

(No response. ) |

CHAIRMaN: ks that is the case, I thank you once more.

We have now gone thfdﬁgﬁ the egcndé for tpﬁay, encg I
thereforé‘adjourn‘tﬁe hearihg until Suﬂday at 9;30 aoe I
regret that we must have hearings on Sundey, but the time at
our cisposal is so short that if we want to get through we
have to do it. |

The-hearing.is adjourned.,

(The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 Peie )
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