UNITED NATIONS

Discr.

ECONOMIC -
AND e
SOCEAL COUNC“‘_ 22 February 1564

Original: ENGLISH

COMMISSION ON HUMAJ RIGHTS
Fortieth sessieon
Agenda titem 15

HuMAN RIGHTS AND SCIENTIFIC AND TeECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Letter dates 20 Tebruaryv 1904 from the Spocial Rapporieur of the Sub -Commission

on Pecvention of Discrimination and Protsction of tlinoritiss on the study of

human rights and scientific and technological development - principles,
guidslines end guarantecs for the protection of persons defained on grounds of

menval 11l -health or suffsring from mental disovder, addressed to tne Chairman

e i s 1O Yapatinn O o PR kit e e

of the Commission on Human Rights at its fortith session

By letter datcd 8 Fubruary 1964, the Assistant Seerccory General,
Centre for Human %ights, ir. Kurt Herndl, hac informed me of the decision of
the Commisslon orn Human Rights, taken at the 2nd m:.it.ing of the present session
on 7 February 1984, wheroby the report on "Human rights ana sciuntific and
t.chnological development principles, guidelin.s and gu=rantces for the
protoction of v-rsoas debain.d on grounds of montal ill-health or suffoering
from mencal disorder”, contained in document E/CN.Z/Sub.2/1983/17 2nd Add.1,
whaich I have peepared in my coapacity as Special Bopporveur of che Sub-Commission,
should *be presented to the Commission with a covering letter from {m§7”,

I, therafore, have the honour to submit hercowith, and through you, my report
to the Commission in accordance with the afor:mentioned decision thercof.

As indrcated in its preface, it is my sincere hope that the afor:mentioned
report will contribute co proviaing a source of guidence for all those intorested
in tho acut.:, complex and tragic problems of persons diagnosed as 'mentally ill”
or "suffering from mental disord.r, which cxis: practically overywhere nowadays,
the prot=ction of tne¢ fundameptal freodoms nd human rights of the above -mentioncd
perseons and the abolition of psychiitric ~nd psychological abuscs; 3and will
tlso 1 ~d to fne¢ adoption 'nd implumontation of Unit.d [lscions standards for the
care, trentment and offective prot.oction of persons duagnos—=d 2s “mentally .11*
or "suffering from nental disorder or of cvery porson detained on grounds of
"mantnl 1ll-henltne,

I wish to take thiz opportunity to recll thot th. Sun Cowmission adopted by
consensus r_solution 198%3/3% oy which 1t r.communds co the Commission for adoption
draft resolubtion AVII on the subjoct natter of umy c~upore.  (S.e the report of the
Sub Comnissiun, docutuat E/CM.4/1984/35 pp. 105, 106 and 14 ana 15).
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