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Summary

In its resolution 41/187 of 8 Decemher 1986, the General Assembly proclaimed
the period 1988-1997 the World Decade for Cultural Development, to be observed
under the auspices of the United Nations and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization. 1In the same resolution, the Assembly
raquested the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Director-General of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to report
biennially to the Assembly, through the Economic and Social Cnuncil at its second
regqular session, on the progress of the World Decade for Cultural Development.

The World Decade for Cultural Development was officially launched on
21 January 1988 by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Director-General of UNESCO, one year after it had been proclaimed. It was
therefore agreed tlat the first biennial repaort would be submitted to the
forty-fourth sessiocn of the General Assembly through the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular session of 1989,

The present report has been drawn up in accordance with resolution 41/187. It
is in five parts, the first of which seeks to sum up the concerns underlying the
World Decade for Cultural Development and to recall its four major objectives in
the context of the long-term activities that could be undertaken. The second,
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third and fourth parts report on the activities undertaken reipectively by member
States, organizations and programmes of the United Nations system, and other
international organizations. The fifth part concludes :he veport with a
recommendation that a public information campaign be undertaken so that the Decade
may progress significantly.
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I. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORLD DECADE FOR CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

A. What purpose is served by the World Decade for Cultural
Revelopment?

1. Since the end of the Second World War ths unprecedented economic and
technological advances that began at the beginning of the century have accelerated
and have offered humanity further opportunities for improving its lot. However,
these advances have been accompanied by disparities and imbalances both within
societies and between the various parts of the world. In addition, they have
generated new risks of destruction for human beings and their environment; and,
lastly, they have often contused people by standardizing their ways of being and
living.

2, Three development decades have been launched by the United Nations, the last
of which is now nearing completion., Their results have been inadequate.
Furthermore, the gap betwen the developing countries and the industrialized
countries has steadily widened.

K As stated by the Secretary-General of the United Nations at the launching of
the World Decade for Cultural Development on 21 January 1988, during these
Development Decades, '"one of the reasons why the internatlional community failed to
attain some of the aims it had set itself was because the importance of the human
factor - that complex web of relationships and beliefs, values and motivations,
which lie at the very heart of a culture - had been underestimated in many
development projects"”. The human, qualitstive dimension of development was
forgotten and culture was viewed at best as a field separate from other human
activities, particularly economic, sclentific and technological ones, and as the
final stage in a process. As a result, a large number of seriously designed
economic projects were rejected and development efforts failed in many countries.

4, It was to remedy this situation that on 8 December 1986 the General Assembly
proclaimed the period 1988-1997 the World Decade for Cultural Development, placed
under the auspices of the United Nations and UNESCO and took note of the draft plan
of action transmitted by the Economic and Social Council to that end (E/1986/L.30,
annex) (resolution 41/187).

B. The objectives of the Decade

5. Under the terms of resolution 41/187, the Decade has four major objectives,
the attainment of which should help to redress development in the world through
innovative strategies: acknowledging the cultural dimension of development:
nffirming and enriching cultural identities; broadening participation in culture;
and promoting international cultural co-operation,

6. The activities to be carried out in the contex: of the Decade will revolve
around these four main objectives, which should be interpreted more as basic
concepts than as a nard-and-fast framework for action.
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7. The first objective, which was considered to be fundamental, is the
acknowledgement of the cultural dimension of development. “inve genuine
development means making the most of the human resources &nd the riches of each
community, it must draw its priorities, its motivations and goals from the specific
culture of the community. The '"cultural dimension" is a vast, complex concept,
extending as it does through all areas of social life and reflecting a very
open-ended view of culture. At a time when the endogenous character of development
seems widely recognized to be one of the conditions fc: its sustainability and
success, this first objective of the Decade highlights the fact that no development
activity can take root locally unless it is heyed to the existing situation, unless
an assessment is made of that situation and the required changes clearly
identified, and unless a precise idea is formed of how those changes are to be
introduced and at what rate. What every policy-maker needs to discover and to
achieve at the local, national and international levels is how to transform without
destroying.

8. The second objective of the Decade is to ensure the affirmation and enrichment
of cultural identities. Despite the increasingly rapid changes affecting all
societies, despite the growing globalization of working procedures, despite the
standardization of norms and models, the originality of each people is proving
irreducible. The cultural heritage may contain all that a culture has produced and
continues to produce, but cultural identity contains all that it has the power to
produce. It ls then a potentiality and a resource and, as such, is s¢en to be the
dynamic principle whereby a society, drawing on its past, its own strengths and the
external inputs that it has chosen, continues to create itself,.

9. The third objective of the Decade consists in broadening participation in
culture. It is by appealing to all its members, individually, or grouped together
in associations or enterprises, to give their support to a project that a community
may discover or rediscover its cultural identity and express it - even through its
possible contradictions and doubts - and thereby take its place in the hall of
cultures. This aspect of the activities of the Decade, centred on individuals and
their modes of expression, is clearly the one where there is the most sharply felt
need to stimulate creativity and to welcome the forms it takes.

10. The promotion of international cultural co-operation, which is tla fourth
objective of the Decade, is an essential ad unct to the other three, since it
serves as a means of guarding against the twofold danger of countries withdrawing
into themselves or engaging in cultural aggression. The purpose of international
cultural co--operation is, on the basis of mutual knowledge of cultures, to seek,
establish and develop all the links whereby one culture can be enriched by others
and can in turn offer them its own wealth, Obviously it presupposes relations of
equality, marked b: mutual respect. The international community, even though it
has not yet drawn all the desired consequences, recognizes the equal dignity of all
cultures. The concern then is to further this co-operation, these exchanges, so
that the world becomes more aware of the true value of its diversity and of how
fortunate it is tu be so diverse.

VAT
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C. TIhea gbservanze of the Decade
11. As soon as the World Decade for Cultural Development had been proclaimed by
the General Assembly, UNESCO engaged in consultations with the organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system, among which it found itself invested with
the role of lead agency in the implementation of the Plan of Action. These
consultations, designed to encourage active participation on the part of the entire
United Nations system, were also carried out with international intergovernmental
and non-governmental organisations, individually and collectively, through
bilateral contacts or ad hoc collective meetings. Member States were informed of
the concerns underlying the Decade and of the major objectives assigned to it by
means of written communications from the Director-General of UNESCO, and by
subregional and regioral meetings, most of which they themselver organized. In
fact the more details have been given, the more favourable the reaction has been.

12. 1t can now be considerern that a consensus within the international community
regarding the desirability and valvus of the World Decadc for Cultural Development
has been established and extended during this first year.

13. In addition to cultural events to launch the Decade, numerous member States
are preparing or carrying out Decade activities. The Director-General of UNESCO
having invited them to set up national committees for the Decade, some 40 member
States have already established appropriate national structures to co-ordinate
Decade activities in thei- respective countries and to ensure that the objectives
of the Decade are taken into account in all development sectors.

14, At the subregional and regional levels, the National Commissions for UNESCO in
African, Asia and Pacific and European member States have already met on one or
more occasions to identify joint projects and modalities for observing the Decade.
The Latin American National Commissions for UNESCO plan their meeting for

July 1989, while in the Arab region the Arab League Educational, Cultural and
Sciontific Organization (ALESCO) has already approved a comprehensive plan for Arab
culture today and tomorrow, which contains programmes designed for the Decade. In
some regions, where the two structures are separate from each other, meetings
bringing together National Commissions for UNFSCO and National Ccmmittees for the
Decade are envigaged to cover all areas of national development.

15. It is becoming increasingly clear that there is a widespread awareness of the
fact that the future success of the Decade will depend essentially on the political
will and concerted efforts of the parties concerned, primarily member States, and
their decision-makers in the field of development planning, to acknowledge the
cultural dimension in development. Certain member States are already envisaging
the reform, or establishment in their universities, of units to develop awareness
of the cultural dimension of development amcug senicr development officials,
development planners and administrators.

16, The organizations and programmes of _he United Nations system are

participating in the Decade within their spheres of competence and some of them
have already proposed joint projects, in particular with UNESCO.
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17, UNESCO has established a secretariat of the Decade and created an
intergovernmental committee to monitor its implementation. These two structures,
which operate under the aegis of the General Conference of UNESCO, have proposed to
the internationcl community a Strategy for the Implementation of the Plan of Action
for the World Decade for Cultural Development. This Strategy sets out six key
areas in which Decade activities may be concentrated, &8s well as for institutional
and individual resources and co-ordination machinery at various levels. Moreover,
UNESCO's third medium-term plan, which covers the period 1990-1995, will be clearly
linked with the Plan of Action for the Decade, in accordance with tue decision of
UNESCO's Executive Board,

18. The other organizations and programmes of the United Nations system have been
invited to appoint their own Decade co-ordinators, who have already held two

meet. ngs on the initiative of UNESCO, This inter-agency consultation will take on
a more formal and institutional character and, as for the other United Nations
decades, could be strengthened by the setting up of a United Nations inter-agency
steering committee for the World Decade for Cultural Development.

19. The Administrative Committee on Co-oréinacvion at its meeting ocn 25 and

26 October 1988 approved the recommendations proposed by the Consultative Committee
on Substantive Questions (CCSQ (PROG)), which had been submitted to the latter by
its Organizational Cormittee concerning the participation of the organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system in the Decade (ACC/1988/2/Add.3). All the
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system are invited to include in
their next medium-term plans, starting in the first bhiennial period of those plans,
two or three activities specifically designed to further the first two objectives
of the Decade: acknowledgement of the cultural dimension of development; and tha
affirmation and enrichment of cultural identitles.

D. Reccmmendations

20, The World Decade for Cultural Development has been launched and there are many
indications that in people's minds and in the different countries and institutions
it has taken off. In the light of the foreygoing summary and analysis and of
experience gained in this first year, tue following measures are recommended in
order to speed up implementation of the Plan of Action.

To. member States

21. Member States that have not yet done s0 should set up national committeeg or
equivalent co-ordinating structures compatible with their national institutional
systems. Experience has already shown that where they have been set up, most of
the committees have bequn preparing programmes of activities and seeking or
gradually securing funding for them. It will be necessary, hovever, in the overall
context of the Decade, to take the largest possible account of the recommendations
of the Strategy for the Implementatlon of the Plan of Action and to inform UNESCO
of the results of periodic evaluations of projects and Decade activities.

/'00
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22, Member States should resolutely envisage activities and projects in an
innovative spirit of development, which should extend to their efforts to optimize
human resources, achieve economic recuvery and make structural adjustments. They
should accordingly increase the efforts undertaken to ensure the human, qualitative
dimension of development by taking measures to realign, or readjust, development
projects and plans so that they coincide with the objectives of the Decade.

23, In addition, member States could themselves develop a public information
campaign to popularize the concerns underlying the Decade. The Plan of Action can
theruby be implemented with wider pacticipation from all strata of society.

To international crganizations

24. International governmental and non-governmental organizations should take
advantage of the Decade to consider the cultural implications of their respective
tasks, particularly those organizations whos~ spheres cf competence traditionally
have been regarded as extraneous to culture. Thcrough reflection on the objectives
of the Decade will enable them to identify the implicit relationship existing
between their programmes and the Plan of Action for ihe Decade and to define
appropriate cultural parameters for their developmert activities. Regional
intergovernmantal organizatio.s, in association with the United Nations economic
commissions and UNESCO, could play an outstanding role in this regard.

25. The organizations and proarammes of the United Nations system should implement
the recommendations of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination regardirg
their participation. They should consequently ensure that administrative and
budgetary measures are taken that will enable them to take the requisite action on
those racommendations.

26, As the fourth United Nations development decade (1990-2000) will be launched

shortly after the beginning of the World Decade for Cultural Development, the

ad _hec committee on the new international development strategy (see

resolutiun 43/182) will no doubt want to take into wsccount the Plan of Action for

the World Decade for Cultural Development., Such a linkage sevms desirable both at
the time of preparing the terms of reference for the fourth development decade and
during the concurrent observance of the two decades.

II. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY MEMBER STATES

A. Iotroduction

27. The member States, which have proclaimed the World Decade for Cultural
Development, should themselves be the true architects and managerc of the Decade.
The implementation of the Plan of Action for the Decade should be co-ordinated with
national development plans and the measures and activities undertaken by member
States to this end will be decisive for the success of the Decade. 1In the
interests of efficiency and in accordance with the Plan of Action, an increasing
number of member States are establishing national committees for the Decade, in
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order to co-ordinate the Decade activities that may be launched by various national
partners. Some Govermments have, before or upon the establishment of their
national committees, drawn up programmes specially designed for the Decade, while
otheirs have adopted official texts to provide support for initiatives.

28. A great variety of activities have thus been carried out by member States,
ranging from ceremonies for the official launching of the Decade to the
implementation of cultural activities and che reformulation of development
projects. It is neither pessible nor necessary to cite them all in a report such
as this, but the major trends that they appear to reflect might usefully be noted.

B. Measures taken at national level

29. The data provided in this secticn are drawn from a variety of communications
that have been sent by member States to the secretariat of the Decade at UNESCO.
They are probably limited, given that a large number cf member States have not yat
provided information about the activities they have carried out or that they
envisage. Some 40 member States have set up national committees and/or drawn up
programmes of activities. Some Governments havs taken administrative or
institutional measures to ensure that social and cultural factors are taken into
consideration in all governmental development projects. In most cases, it is too
soon to evaluate the quality and effectiveness of the measures taken and it is just
as difficult to put forward general considerations on the basis of the specific
situation of each country.

30. It may however be noted that in most cases there has bien a larger number of
traditional cultural activities invelving artistic and literary fields and
pPromoting the development of culture and fine arts than activities designed to take
into account the cultural factors in development strategies. It thus emerges that
member States have planr.d measures, or programmes of activities, inspired more by
one, or all, of the last three objectives of the Decade, rather than the first

one. They still need to reinforce their efforts to achieve this first objective.
which will be a true indication of the success of the Decade.

€. Measures taken at subregiocual level

31. To all appearances it is at subregional level that member States have
succeeded in thinking more concretely about the objectives of the Decade, adapting
them to their geocultural context, envisaging joint projects on a significant scale
and, in some cases, appropriate implementation and follow-up machinery. In most
cases, National Commissions for UNESCO have played a decisive role in this process.

32. In Africa, the National Commissions of the French-speaking countries (Benin,
Burkina ¥aso, Congo, Céte d'Ivoire, Guinea, Senegal and Togo) met at Lomé from 8 to
11 August 1988 to adopt the necessary strategies for the success of the Decade in
the subregion. Working through subregional organizations such as the International
Centre for the Bantu Civilizations, member States have taken measures to ensure

e
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that the programmes of such centres encourage the integration of cultural
parameters in projects ranging from rural development and health to technology.

33, In Latin America, several subregional meetings have been srganized on the
Decade and working groups, on which member States are represented by the!.. National
Commissions for UNESCO, have been set up to deal with such subjects as cultural
tourism, traditional cultures, creativity and language barriers ir culture. Eight
South American countries (Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyena, Peru,
Suriname and Venezuela) have organized an interdisciplinary programme called
Universities of Amazonia, which brings several universities together to study the
problems posed by development and local cultures in Amazonia.

D. Measures taken at regional level

34, Similar measures havo beer taken at the regional level, on the initiative of
National Commissions for UNESCO,

35, The nin“h Recinnal Conference of National Commissions for UNESCO in Asia and
the Pacific was hals in Beijing from 22 to 27 September 1988. Twenty-six National
Commissions from %u reogion attended and examined in particular the ways in which
they might participate in the Decade. A large number ot activities were announced
for the first phase of the period (1988-1992) by 11 of the 22 countries represented
(China, vemocratic People's Repudblic of Korea, Japan, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Mongolia, New Zealand. Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey and Union
of Soviet Socialist Republi ..,. The activities include: art and film festivals;
celebrations of major political, cultural and historic events; organization of
training courses for public-sector and private-sector personnel on the cultural
dimensicn of development; information and publicity campaign on the Decade. Thae
Conference was anxious to ensuve the co-ordination at the regional level of
National Commissions' participation in the Decade, and the launching of an organ
for liaison, a newsletter. was envisaged.

36. In Europe, the National Commissions for UNESCO have held five co-ordination
meetings on the Decade, enabling them to identify several co-operative projects
(over 40 at the meeting of national committees for the Decade held at Athens in
January 1989), and consider the establishment of regiconal co-ordination machinery.
At these meetings of National Commissions, particularly the one held at Florence
frum 1lb to 18 December 1988, the Decade has been viewed as an ideal framework for
enhancing cultu.al relations between Eastern and Western European countries. In
additicr, it has been considered essential to think more deeply about the
philosophical significance and place of culture in the development of societies.
The establiIshment of European cultural centres and the extension of the European
capital of culture programme to the socialist countr. 5 of Eastern Europe has been
regarded as a possible way of ensuring continuity between meetings and project
co-ordination. Projects for European and interregivnal collaboration were
identified at the tenth Meeting of National Commissions for UNESCO in the European
region held at Berlin from 10 to 15 April 1989.
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37. The National Commissions for UNESCO of Portuguese-speaking States (Angola,
Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Mozambi,ue, Portugal and Sao Tome and Principe)
met for tho first time at Lisbon from 20 to 25 June 1988, During this same period,
Greece, Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia met at Ankara and discussed the Decade.

E. Conclusions

38. It can be considered that an increasingly large number of member States have
actually launched activities and taken measures that demonstrate their support and
participation in the Decade. This general survey of the action that has been taken
reveals however that the implementation of the Plan of Action is still slow and
hesitant and that, in most States, even at the subregional and regionc1 levels,
potential partners aru still trying to establish contact with ono another and
activities are still at the planning stage. According to a fairly widespread view,
this slowness is due to the reed felt by all the parties concerned, particularly
the governmental officials, to consider more deeply and interpret the objectives of
the Decade in the contexts of tlLair own economic and social development options and
strateglies before envisaging specific Decade activities.

39. It might also bes added that those responsible cor the Decade in many member
States have been concerned almost exclusively with seeking new projects for the
Decade, rather than seeking innovative adjustments to existing projects in order to
bring them more in line with the objectives of the Decade.

II11. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY ORGANIZATIONS AND PRCG: AMMFS OF THE
UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

A. Introduction

40. The organizations and programmes of the United Nations system are key partners
in the implementation of the Plan of Action for che Decade in so far as their
differont spheres of conpetence cover all aspr-.cs of development. The purpose of
the Decade is after all to reconcile culture and human goals with certain
development objectives that have hitherto been considered to be antitheticai,
namely, economic growth, quantitative output and an increase in consumer goods.

41, Generally speaking, it seems that a good number of orgaanizations and
programmes of the United iations system have not been able to take practical
measures or to launch projec*s specifically inspired by the Plan of Action for the
Decade immediately. Some of them, however, that have faced a certain resistance to
their operations in the field for cultural reasons specific to the local communiiy
have already begun to take social and cultural measures to support the.r projects.
It is hoped that the Decade will be a useful framework within which these agencies
will be able to strengthen and systematize such efforts.

42, Lastly, the budgetary crisis that has affected all the organizations of the
United Nations system has not encouraged the search for special activities for the
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Decade, This is especially true in that resolution 41/187 encourages the organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system participating in the
fulfilment of the objectives of the Decade to do so in a mami¢y that does not
entail additicral financial implications for non-voluntarily funded programmes.

B, Activities undertaken by UNESCQ

43. The observance of any Decade, once a Plan of Action has been drawn up,
nacessitates the setting ot short-, medium- and long-term objectives and the
identification of the means wheieby they can be achieved. The General Assembly,
having taken note of the Plan of Action for the Decade (E/1986/L.30, annex) and
UNESCO being called upon, by virtue of its fields of competence, to assume the role
of lead agency among the organizations of the United Nations system, has sought to
include Decade activities in lts regular programme and budget for the biennium
1988-1989 and to link the Plan of Action to its draft third medium-term plan
(1990-1995) so as to make the Decade a major objective of that plan. Furthermore,
in order to co-ordinate the Decade at all levels with a view to the biennial and
final evaluations, UNESCO has set up its own co-ordination machinery consisting of
an intergovernmental committee, iatersectoral committee and a secrutariat of the
Decade, and has invited member States and organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system t. establish Decade mechanisms.

44. During the 1988-1989 budgetary period, after reviewing its past and present
action in respect of cultural development, UNESCO has provided for specific
activities relating to the Decade through all its programmes. Of these, 30 or so
are cleacly inspired by the conce:us of the Plan of Action for the Decade, in that
they are interdisciplinary in character, contribute to integrated development, are
regional, subregional and/or interregional in scope, have a multiplier effect, and
are innovative and exemplary in character, Budgetary resourcea allocated to those
activities for the biennium 1988-1989 amount to 622,800 United States dollars.

45. In addition to these activities included in the regular programme for the
current biennium, UNESCO plans to launch a number of major projects to mobilize
international public opinion in support of the Decade. These and other projects
will be carried out within the framework of the medium-term plan.

46. UNESCO's third medium-term plan, which covers the period 1990-1995. provides
for a number of major Decade projects, including the following: the integral study
of the silk roads; revival of the Library of Alexandria; ten-year plan for the
development of crafts; the non-physical cultural heritage: "The stages of life";
five-hundredth anniversary of the encounter between two worlds; Lingua Pax, an
international project for the development of foreign languages and literature
training; establishment of a world satellita network for education; study programme
on creativity in science and technology; comparative research on the functions of
the family in different economic snd soclo-cultural contexts; methodological
studles on the cultural dimension of development; advisory services to member
States and exchanges of information and experience with a view to the endogenous
production of cultural goods (films, videos, records and cassettes); and FEXPO 92:

/"‘
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the 1792 Universal Exhibition at Seville, Spain, in which UNESCO serves as a lead
agency for the co-ordination in the United Nations system.

47. As mentioned earlier, in order to ensure the co-ordinated observance of the
Decade by all the parties concerned, UNESCO has established a secretariat of the
Dacade as provided for in the Plan of Action, for co-ordination purposes. The
General Conference of UNESCO, at its twenty-fourth session, set up an
intergovernmental committee of experts composed of representi:tives of 36 member
States elected on the basis of geographical distribution. Article III.l of its
statutes states that '"the Committee shall be responsible, in UNTSCO's fields of
competence, for stimulating, following and evaluating the implementation of the
Plar. of Action for the Decade and for recommending, in particular to the General
Conference and to the various parties concerned with the Decade, any measures which
in its opinion are of such a kind as to ensure its orderly progress and success',
The secretariat of the Committee is provided by the secretariat of the Decade.

48, UNESCO organized the first session of the aforementioned Committee at its
Headquarters in Paris from 12 to 1€ September 1988, The Committee, following
deliberations, instructed its Bureau to revise and distribute a document entitled
"Strategy for the Implementation of the Plan of Action for the World Decade for
Cultural Development'. This revised Strategy was adopted by the Bureau at its
mecting on 20 and 21 February.

49. After inviting the organizations and bodies of the United Nations systen to
appoint their own Decade focal points, UNESCO organized two meetings bringing
together these representatives of organizatiuns and progiammes of the United
Nations system with a view to defining the ways in which they might participate in
the Decade, having regard to their respective fields of competence. In addition,
foliowing the request of the Director-General that an item on the Decade be added
to the agenda of the meeting of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on 25
and 26 October 1988, the Committee adopted practical recommendations designed to
suggest concrete forms of participation by the organizations of the United Nations
system in the Decade.

C. Activities undertaken by organizations and programmes. of
the United Nations system

50. At its session from 3 to 5 October 1988, the Consultative Committee on
Substantive Questions (OPS) noted the report on activities carried out for the
Decade, that UNESCO had submitted to its Intergovernmental Committee for tne Decade
at its first meeting. With the report was a note from UNESCO to the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination containing its suggestions concerning the contributions
to bhe made by the organizations and programmes of the United Nations system to the
achievement of the Decade's objectives. ‘The Committee noted and appraised the
activities undertaken by UNESCO as the lead agency for the Decade, stressing in
particular the importance of the inter -agency meeting of co-ordinators of the
Decade organized by UNESCO on 16 and 17 November 1987. The Committee, after
supporting the proposals contained in the UNESCO note, stressed that the activities

e
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and measures suggested required additional financial resources. The Committee
noted that UNESCO planned to hold at the beginning of 1989 an inter-agoncy mee :ing
of co-ordinators of the Decade on which it would report to the General Assembly
(ACC/1988/15). The Committee reported on the matter to the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination through the Organizational Committee.

51. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, at its meeting on 25 and
26 October 1988, endorsed the recommendations of its Organizationsl Committee
regarding the following activities and measures to be undertaken by the

organizations and programmes of the United Nations system (ACC/1988/2/Add.3):

(a) Organizations of the United Nations system should consider including in
their next medium-t~rm plans, as well as in the first biennial period of those
plans, two or three activities spoucially designed to further the first two
objectives of the Decade:

(b) In order to collect practical knowledge of what is meant by
acknowledgement of the cultural dimension of development, the concerned
organizations of the systwm should consider identifying a small number of projects
for which they are the executing agency and which lend themselves to a careful
study >f the interaction between the tangible and non-tangible factors involved.
The selection of the prnjects should be preceded by a study of the socio-cultural
factors likely to play a role in the implementation of the project, which should be
monitored closely during the period of implementation;

(c) UNESCO will provide, through consultancy arrangements, the necessary
expertise for such pre-studies and for the follow-up and evaluation of the projects
and will, in certain cases, finance the extra costs entailed. UNESCO will collect
and systematize the experience gained from the projects in order to examine the
extent to which the conclusions could be generalized and result in practical
guidelines for the planning of future projects;

(d) In order to promote the integration of the cultural dimension into
development projects, resident co-ordinators and resident representatives should be
provided with a brochure explaining the objectives of such an exercise and
providing some provisional advice. Such a brochure could be produced rapidly by
UNESCO in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

52, Several organizations, including the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Insti-ute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) and the United Nations University (UNU), had already announced their
intentions to carry out specific activitlies for the Decade in their programmes
starting from 1989. Following the recommendations of the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination otl - organizations have also planned to place certain projects
within the framework of the Dacade. The following information is intended to
provide a brief survey of some of the activities these organizations proposre to
undertake.

/U'.
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53, The Department of International Economic and Social Affairs is responsible for
co-ordinating the participation in the Decade of the numerous bodies of the United
Nations. These bodies include the Uni.ed Nations Institut for Training and
Research, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs (CSDHA).

54. The United Nations Institute for Training and Research has provided for
seminars for senior officials (administrators, planners and economic
decision-makers) during which they will be briefed on the cultural aspects of their
duties with the intellectual and educational assistance of UNESCO.

55, ESCWA is formulating, as part of its ongoing work on urban development, a
project on the preservation of Islamic cultural heritage. This project will be
submitted to the Islamic Fund for financial support. The main objective of the
project is the incorporation of issues related to the development plans being
implemented in the major cities of the ESCWA region.

56. ECLAC has stated that the following activities, being carried out under its
present programme are linked to the Plan of Action for the Decade and will be
continued in subsequent work programmes:

(a) In the field of social development, constant attention is being given to
the role of education in the improvement of human resources and in increasing
equity through social mobility; to the potential of popular culture and
institutions for the incorporation of peasant and urban informal sectors in
development; and to the role of '"creole discourse" in the Caribbean subregion as
the basis for strengthening national identities and popular participation in
development)

(b) In the fiold of technology and industrial.zation in economic development,
research is contemplated on the cultural aspects of technology lnnovation and of
socially responsible national entrepreneurship;

(c) In the field of the human environment, work is about to begin on the
design of a methodovlogy for the preparation of national and cultural heri taye
inventories and accounts.

57. The bulk of the work of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs relates to culture. The issue of culturc is integrated into a number of
the subprogrammes of the system-wide medlum-term plan for women and development
(E/1987/52) espec‘'ally those dealing with promoting mure positive attitudes towards
the role of woman in development, with literacy and education, with other social
infrastructure support service and the general subprogramme analysis of the
interrelationship of factors affecting women and deve lopment., During the period of
the system-wide medium-term plan (1990-1995), the Advancement of Women Branch will
give particular attention to such cultural aspects of de facty discrimination as
sex stereotyping, sharing of responsibilities within the family, and culturnl
factors in the evaluation of women's role. Mention should also be made o o Joint
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activity of the Branch with UNESCO related to culture, namely, the chapter of the
World Survey on the Role of Women in Development entitled '"Culture and women's
economic opportunity". This will undoubtedly continue through successive updates
of the World Survey.

58. Certain bodies and programmes of the United Nations, such as UNU, UNDP and the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), are planning to make the following
contributions to the Decade.

59. UNU has provided in its second medium-term plan (1988-1993) for studies on
major development problems linked to the concerns and objectives of the Decade:
security, development and democracy; development and technological change;

alternatire rural-urban configurations; science, technology and global learning.

60. UNDP has decided to take into consideration the recommendations of the Plan of
Action and to contribute to the achievement of the first objective of the Decade,
acknowledging the cultural dimension of development., UNESCO has been requested to
provide it with methodological guidance so that appropriate cultural parameters can
be included in the terms of reference of projects.

61, UNFPA promotes the use of socio-cultural research in all of the
community-level population activitles it funds, in order for those activities to be
designed so as to respond to local needs. One interesting example is a
socio-cultural study model developed by UNESCO for use in the early stages of
UNFPA-funded population education projects, but applicable for other purposes as
well. In addition, outreach worxers (and administrators, communicators and other
programme personnel) in population programmes must take cultural contexts into
account. when dealing with individuals, designing educational materials, etc., and
professional training should emphasize this, This applies not only to family
planning projects but also in census activities, population communication
activities, women's programmes and population education activities both in and
outside the school system.

62. Among the specialized agercies of the United Nations, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the World inrellectual Pruperty Organization (WIPO), cthe World
Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the Universal Postal
Inion (UPU) confirmed on the occasion of the second inter-agency meeting of Decade
co-ordinators held at Geneva on 6 and 7 February 1989, the activities through which
they plan to participate in the Decade.

63. ILO has taken account of the objectives of cultural development in several of
its activities. The seventy-fifth session of the International Labour Conterence,
In June 1988, considered favourably in its initial discugsion the project for the
partial revision of the Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention (No. 107), so
as to make it more respentful of the cultures, ways of life and institutions of
indigenous populations. The instrument as revised will constitute an affirmation
and recognition of indigenous cultural identities. In addition, studies
systematically are being carried out prior to the launching of projects for the

/'ll
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development of utilitarian crafts so as to implement technical co-operation that
would take into account the cultural environment and history of the heneficiary
communities and make it possible to improve the techniques and quality ouf the
products and the skills of the artisans. Furthermore, in order to promote
self-reliant development of the pnorest peasants, a programme for the rural poor is
being carried out that will enablc them to ldentify the causes of their poverty and
to seek ways and means available to them, consistent with their own traditions, to
make use of local resources to ensure their own development. ILO involvement in
this programme is confined to the provision of organizatioral methodology and
advisory services to rural groups, once they have been formed. Finally, ILO is
carrying out a major activity to broaden participation in culture by lmproving the
working and employment conditions of cultural workers, teachers, performing artists
and journalists, and by addressing the problems raised for artists and producers of
phonographs by cable and satellite transmission.

64. WIPO considers that all its copyright activities and its programe of
co-operation with developing countries are designed to promote respect for authors'
rights and consequently help to further cultural development. In particular, WIPO
will be organizing at Berlin in 1971 a symposium on copyright cultural development
for copyright speciallists and politicians with a view to promoting greater
co-operation between them.

65. WHO has always considered the problem of health to be an important condition
for the development of each individual as one who is responsible for his or her own
well-being and that of the community. WHO participation in the Decade will not
give rise to new programmes, but additional weight may be given to the
acknowledgement of culture in programmes already launched rel.ting to mental
health, gerontology, health environment and action against alcohol, drug and
tobacco abuse.

66. UNIDO informed UNESCO at a very uwarly stage of the activities that it would
consider placing the following projects within the framework of the Decade with the
technical co-operation of UNESCO:

(a) Project on women and environment in the Third World (cost $US 2,500 to
50,000);

(b) Regional project for the establishment of a pilot fish-salting and drying
factory for the Economic Community of West African Stutes ($US 1,300,000),

(¢) Development. and manufacture of a ground-nut thresher in the Sahel region
($US 113,000);

(d) Establishment of ar African crafts network;

(e) Training coucses for Junior Professional Officers before thaey laave on
technical co-operation missions;
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(€£) Organization of an iaternational forwn on appropriate industrial
technology in Africay

(g) Linking of the World Decade for Cultural Development and the Industrial
Development Decade for Africa.

67. ITU could place it.s technical resources at the service of various programmes
within the framework of the Decadn: the Arab Satell.i*e Communications Organization
for literacy work; audio-visual media for the use of young people in various parts
of the world for teleconferences; and the establiishment of a telecommunication
museun. In 1991 ITU is planning to organize a film and videotape festlval at
Geneva. World Telecommunication Day on 17 Mxy 1991 could be devoted to the Decade.

68. UPU has recommended that priority be given at this stage to activities that
would develop a shared frame of mind favourable to the Decade. UPU would be
willing to undertake in this connection such awareness-building activities as the
following:

(a) Requesting the postal administratlions of UPU member countries to lgsue
postage stamps devoted to the Decade:

(b) 1Ingerting articles on the Decade in the review Postal Union’

(¢) Devoting one of the annual letter-writing competitlons organized by UPU
to a subject relating to the Decade.

69. 1In 1987-1988 the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
tried to lay more stress in its spheres of corpetence on the cultural components of
its activities, particularly in the following areas: agriculture, fisheries,
forestry, food and nutrition, human resources, institutions and land reform. In
agricultural production - cereals, fruit and other food crops, stock-raising and
tishing - traditional forms of social organ’zation and t-aditicnal techniques used
by the communities in produciny, distributing and using kasic food products were
more clearly recognized and taken into account. Bio-technological innovations,
land reforms and new forms of economic¢ organization in agriculture are now being
set within the context of established practices, which are no longer being
systematically denigrated in the name of productivity and technical progress. An
ecological approach is thus giving greater piriurity to human factors by taking into
account the techniques and values of the community concerned iln the production of
food and also the traditions governing nutrition and cooking, and by paying more
attention to the roles played by women. Feasibility studies, training workshops
and project implementation are taking all these traditional practices into uccount
in order to enable the group concerned to assimilate progress and innovation more
easily. The major programmes of FAO are integiating the cultural dimension into
their various components:

(s) Regional programmes for agriculture designed mainly to encourage the
exchange of research findings and young plants and seeds, the publication of
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technical documents, and the preparation of training aids. Particular stresa is
laid on Africa in this context;

(b) The following fisheries projects: the small-scale Bay of Bengal
programme; integrated development of artisanal fishing in West Africa from Morocco
to Angola, which is financed by the Danish International Development Agency
(DANIDA) and Norway. This project is closely linked with other similar projects in
Cote d'Ivoire (IFAD), in Sierra Leone (UNDP, DANIDA) and in Guinea (UNDP, EEC and
Canada), and could continue beyond 1989-1993);

(¢c) In forestry many projects require the identification of local preferences
for tree species, and documents on this subject are to be published over the next
two years)

(d) As regards focd and nutrition, studies will be carried out in African and
Latin American countries on the contribution of traditional food plants to naticnal
nutrition, and handhooks containing recipes will be published in Africa.

Programmes may be prepared for radio and television to carry selected information
on appropriate nutrition;

(e) With regard to human resources and land reform, the cultural dimension of
development will be taken into account at the Global Consultation nn the Extension
of Agriculture and its Cost (Rome, October 1989) and in several current projects
designed to improve the quality of life of young rural dwellers and in the work of
the FAO/UNESCO/ILO Advisory Committee on Agricultural Education, Science and
Training.

D. Recommendations

70. The organizations and programmes of the United Nations system have begun
making an effort, as yet modest, to devise activities contributing to the
implementation of the Plan of Action for the Decade. They should step up this
effort by taking effective, practical measures within the framework of their
forthcoming programmes and budgets with the object of promoting joint activities as
far as possible, pursuant to the relevant recommendations of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination referred to above. These measures should include the
appointment by all organizations and programmes of the system of Decade
co-ordinators, their regular attendance at inter-agency consultation and
co-ordination meetings, and the drawing up of periodic reports on developments in
the implementation of their Decade activities with a view to contributing to the
biennial report by the Secretary-General and the Director-General of UNESCO on the
progress of the Decade.

71. The organizations and programmes of the United Nations system should be
careful to take into account, in their contributions to the formulation of the new
international strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade, the
concerns and objectives of the Plan of Actica for the World Decade for Cultural
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Davelopment. They should all help to ensure the interlinking of the strategies and
aims of the two decades.

72. It will no doubt be useful from this point of view to combine efforts and to
concentrate them on such areas of common interest as those identified by the second
inter-agency meeting of Decade co-ordinators (Geneva, 6 and 7 February 1989):
artisans and handicrafts; culture and environment: training and development of
cultural awareness for decision-makers and communicators; advancement of women;
action against drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse and crime.

73. In order to help to link the objectives of the World Decade for Cultural
Development to regional economic development pulicies, plans and strategies, United
Nations regional economic commissions should draw the attention of their
ministerial and technical confirences to the cultural aspects of the questions
examined so as to facilitate tho linking of the objectives pursued with those of
the World Decade for Cultural Development. Close co-operation with UNESCO could be
useful in this regarad.

IV. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OTHER THAN
THOSE OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

A. Intreduction

74. A large number of international governmental and non-gove:nmental
organizations have launched activities or taken various measures to participate in
the observance of the Decade. In view of their number and the great variety of
activities carried out, the following information is intended solely to provide
some exumples of the organizations concerned and the activities undertaken or
planned.

B. International jntergovernmental organizations

75. The Organization of African Unity (OAU), in line with the Declaration of Heads
of State and Government on the cultural aspects of the Lagos Plan of Action 1/ for
the economic and social development of Africa (Addis Ababa, July 1985), after the
proclamation of the World Decade for Cultural Development, has taken several
measures and initiatives. The institutionalization of the Conference of African
Ministers of Culture of OAU, decided upon in 1986 in anticipation of the Decade,
has proved to be a fruitful measure, It has facilitated the efforts of that
Conference to harmonize African cultural policies and to link them to the Lagos
Plan of Actlion, the United Nations Progremme of Action for African Economic
Recovery 1986-1990 2/ and the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. The second
conference which was held at Ouagadougou from 25 to 27 March 1988 on the theme of
"Africa and the World Decade for Cultural Development", specified what Africa's
participation will be, consisting in particular in the establishment within the
next three years of an African cultural common market; the launching in 1989 of an
international exhibition of audio-visual material and cultural industries in Africa
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(in Gabon), the institutionalization of the International Crafts Exhibition (in
Burkina Faso) and the organization of a Panafrican Festival of Art and Culture
(Morocco) and a Panafrican Festival of Traditional Music (Zaire). OAU is planning
to set up a task force with which several organizations, including UNESCO, will
co-operate in the implementation of these projects between 1989 and 1992,

76, The African, Carlbbean and Pacific States have prepared a set of co-operative
projects in which references to the Decade focus in particular on the cultural
dimension of deselopment,

77. The Organization of American States (OAS), on the occasion of the eighteenth
session of the Inter-American Commission on Educition, Science and Culture, mdopted
a resolution in support of the Decade (CIEC(-737/87).

78, ALECSO, at its eighth session, in December 1985, adopted a comprehensive
strategy for Arab culture; it supported the proclamation by the United Nations of
the World Decade for Cultural Development and invited the member Arab States of
ALECSO to draw up cultural programmes within the tramework of the Decade in line
with the strateqy adopted. The most important objectives include the highlighting
of cultural identity and Arab-Islamic civilization and their enhancement, the
search for broad participation by the people in cultural life through the
democrutization of culture; support for development planning, incorporating
cultural factors; and the participation of Arab culture in the establishment of a
new international cultural order and in international cultural co-operation.

79. The Council of Europe within the [ramework of the European public campaign on
North-South interdependence and solidarity launched by the European Conference of
Parliamentarians and Non-Governmental Organizations on North-South Interdependence
and Solidarity (Madrid, 1-3 June 1988), is organizing meetings with a view to
transforming imposed interdependence irto active forms of solidarity between North
and South. Two meetings have thus been set within the contaext of the Decade: one
on interdependence and cultural development, to be held at Lisbon on 7 and

8 April 1988, and one that will be organized in co-operation with OAU and the World
Social Prospects Association at Porto Novo, in the summer of 1989, on the theme
"South-North: the urgent need for a contract of solidarity".

C. 1Ipternational nop-governmental qorganizations

80. Internatlonal non-govermmental organizations have made considerable effo:ts,
individually or in conjunction with other partners, to devise new activities, some
of which are already in progress in various fields. Tn addition, they are
contributing to the dissemination of information about the Decade in all circles,
as a large number of them are involved in local community projects and poussess
fairly effective information networks and contacts in the society at large.

B1. At its meeting held from 1 to 3 December 1987, the Standing Committee of

Non-Governmental Organizations (which co-operates with UNESCO) identified projects
for activities in various fields, including cultural heritage, artistic activity,
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education, teaching, cultural identity, dialogue between cultures, cvltuil
policies, children, young people and women. By way of illustration, a number of
particularly original and significant initiatives are mentioned below,

82. The World Peace Council is preparing, in co-operation with Greece, ‘v hold at
Athens and Delphi 2n international congress of intellectuals on the Decade and to
produce on-the-spot video interviews showing behaviour patterns of everyday life
und the ways in which facts and social values in the present-day world are
perceived by young people belonging to different countries and cultures.

83, In the same spirit, the World Federat'on of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and
Associations intends to deve op public awareness of the reality of cultural
identities and the problems of interdependence through the production and exchange
of video sequences on themus of collective living., 1In addition, to mark the Decade
the Federation has recently launched a project on a world-wide scale entitled
"Friends of the World's Treasures". This initiative will involve groups of young
people who will present a characteristic feature of thair cultural heritage in
order to protect it and make it known to other yovung people's clubs.

84. The International Council for Film, Television and Audio-Visual Communication,
the International Institute for Audio-Visual Communication and Cultural Development
and the International Association of Art are concerning Lhemselves with structuring
a market for films and video productions of cultural, scientific and artistic value.

85. Others, in particular the International Association of Art, the International
Music Council, the World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations and
the International Council of Museums are cors;idering strengthening or establishing
data banks. Furthermore, development projects for policlies for the exchange of
radio or teluvision material and co-productions are being finalized by the
International Institute for Audio-Yisual Communication and Cultural Development and
the International Radio and Television University.

86. A se.ond fleld, where emphasis is laid on the physical heritage, is also
yiving rise to original projects. The International Association of Art, for
example, is thinking of mounting travelling exhibitions on the Europe of the
painters, on the relationship between European and Arab painters and on art for
Africa. The International Council of Museums is planning to extend the use of
mobile museuns in rural areas. International PEN is preparing a project on the
African origins of Caribbean culture or "The Caravel Road", attempting to associate
with ihe project Caribbean and African universities and international

intergover menral and non-governmental organizations.

87. The Co-ordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service has decided to
organize a ser'2s of work-camps with a view to strengthening cultural co-operation
among yrass-roots non-governmental structures, together with a consultation
bringing together directors of voluntary-service organizations working with
Governments and with organizations and programmes of the United ivations system in
order to examine how tu build up the cultural dimension of their development

/oo

Best Copy Avallable



A/44/284
E/1989/109
English
Page 23

projects. A special issue of the newsletter of the International Voluntary Jervice
may be devotes to the Decade.

D. Conclugions

868, International organizations other than those of the United Nations system will
very certainly make a highly significant contribution to the observance of the
Decade if they step up the efforts already initiated by some of them, in particular
by launching major activities drawing their member States closer together, combine
their indivicual initiatives and pool resources so as to give them greater
prominence and impact.

89. Furthermore, international organizations, regardless of their fields of
competence, could take care not only to stimulate cultural exchanges in the context
of international cultural co-operation, but also to include in bilateral and
multilaterel co-operation agreements (economic, financinl, technological and
sclentifi«) appropriate machinery to ensure that cultural factors are taken into
account in their implementation.

V, CONCLUSIONS

90. The Decade is a moral contract that all members of the international

community - States, United Nations organizations, other international organizations
and non-governmental organizations, institutions, foundations and associations,
along with individuals - should agree to enter into in order to improve thc quality
of 1ife in the world by ensuring that one of the principal goals of development is
to achieve the physical well-being and spiritual fulfilment of human beings. The
activities cuarried out by the parties concerned during this first year have not
been as significant as might have been wigshed and it is still too early to draw a
conclution, It will no doubt be difficult in any case to take stock of the
achievements of the Decade in any concrete way. The main object will be to
demonstrate the development of a new approach to planning and strategies, projects
and action to promote development, but one can reasonably rely on the broad
consensus established regarding the need to achieve the objectives of the Decade in
s0 far as it appears to express the political will and determination of member
States. 1f all the partners make renewed efforts, the success of the Decade will
be within reach,

91, It is extremely important that informatlon about the Decade and its purpores
be disseminated at all levels and through the mass media in order to solicit
support for the concerns underlying the Decade and to involve the public at large
in the efforts to achieve the objectives ol the Plan of Action. It is important
that, following such a general mobilization within the international community,
more visible and more significant progress be made in the implementation of the
Plan of Action for the avaluation to be made of it in 1991,
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i
92, With a view to carrying out a mid-Decade evaluation and gliving the Decade 3
fresh impetus, the international community might wish to consider organizing a ?
:
)

global review during the course of the Decade under the auspices of the United
Nations and UNESCO,

!
Notes - :

1/ Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for'
the Economic Development of Africa, adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its second extrnordinary :

gsession, Lagos, 28-29 April 1980 (A/S-11/14, annex I).

2/ See General Assembly resolution §-13/2, annex.



