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QUESTION OF ANTARCTICA

Litter dated 0 July 1989 from the Permanent Reprelentr~ive ot France
t2.-.tJlLUnited .Motion. addreulcS t;.Q th, S,crttUl'::..:.Gtneral

I have th, honour to transmit to you her :with, in rr.n~b and English, the
press release issue1 by the President of the Preparatory Meeting of the
XVth Antarctic Treaty Consultative Me.ting, which was h,ld at Paris on 9 to
13 May 1989.

I should be grateful if you would have this letter and the attachea press
releasG circulated as a document of th, General Assembly und,r it"m 70 of th,
preliminary list.

(S\gn.d) Pierre-Louis BLANC
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ANNEX

Prl.' rllla.. i ••uld by thl Prl.ldeDt-Qf nl Prlparato[y
~ting of thl xyth Aota[ctic T[laty Conbultativl Mllting

(i-l) MIY 198R)

Thl Prlparatory Mllting of the XVth Antarctic Trlaty Consultatlve M'lting Wft.

held in Pari. from 9 to 13 May 1989.

The participant. at this m.otin~ were the 22 consultative Part i.. and 16 of
the 17 other States tnat are members of the Antarctic Treaty.

The main purpo.e of me.ting was the preparation of th. draft Ag.nda of the
XVth Consultative Melting to be held in Paris from 9 to 19 October 1989 and to
decide on invitation. to international o~ganizations to attend the XVth Antarctic
Treaty Con.ultative Meeting.

Mattlr. relatiL~ to the protection of thl Antarctic environment werl the focus
of attention of th. melting. Among Qther., itftms for the ne.t agenda were inclu~ld

ona

Human impact on the Antarctic environment, including wa.tl disposall

Effect. of tourisml

Protected areall

Marine pollution and maritime safetYI

The role of Antarctica in global change, including the ozone layer.

Particular emphasis was placed on an item .etting forth an initiative to
integrate new m.asures with e.isting one. to complete a comprehen.ive framework for
the protection of the Antarctic environm.nt.

Delegations took advantage of their attendance at the Meeting to receive a
r.port on the actions taken to respond to a recent accident to a v•••• l in
Antarctica (Bahie de Paraiso).

T~~ repo~t delcribed the e.ten.iv~ co-operation among Parti•• to the Treaty to
deal with the accident and mitigate it. effect on the environment, inclu~ing

monitoring of any long-term impacts.

They al.o acknow.le~ged the n••~ to l,arn the les.ons from this experience in
building upon e.isting meaaur.s to protect th. environm.nt.

It was recognized that the initiativ8 to be launched at the XVth Antarctic
Treaty Con.ultative Meeting wo'.ld provide the neces.ary basil for reaching those
objectivell.


