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IETTER DATED 18 OCTCBER 1948 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
FROVISIONAL GCVERMMENT OF ISRAEL TC THE PFRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL CONCERNING ALLEGED BRFACHE QF TRUCE BY

EGYFTION FORCES

Poris 18 October 1948

I have the honour on beholf of the Provisicnel Government of Isracl
to drew attention to & grave breach of tie truce by Egyptian Forces in the
Nugeb, resulting in widsspreed fighting in thet erea. |
1. On 25 June during the first truce, the Mediator ruled thet the
posscge of Jewish convoys to sstilements in the Negeb wes consistent with
the terms of the trucs, The Medistor ruled:

"I pretext truce should be used to storve out Jewish scttlements in

Negeb for four weuk period without normal hezerds of wer action this

would be clecr military edvantoge for Egyptians and reverse for Jews

thus controry to both letter cnd spirlt of the truce." (S 856).
2. In the first wsck of ths sccond truce which begen on 18 July
Egyptien forces occupicd o position south of Xrratiyeh along the Mazjdal
Feluje road, with the purpose of cutting off the Israeli Negeb with its
twenty-five Jewish settlements from 21l contect with the north. The
Israeli convoy-route running due south from K:oratiyeh end the Egypticsn
line running due West, thus found themselves athwart cech other. Isreeli
convoys were repettedly fired upon by Fgyptian forces, and had to be
suspended, Jdewish forces, expecting effective United N.tions action, did
not retaliate cgoinst Egyptisn convoys travelling from east to west, as
they could sasily have dene.
3. The contention of the Govermment of Israel thot the obstruction of
the Jewish convoys constituted = violction of the truce was upheld by the
Central Truce Supervision Board on 11 September (Cese Number 12) and
epproved by Count Bernadotte on 14 Septomber. In that docieion the
Mediator ruled thet Isracli forces should be permiﬁted to use the road
"without interfsrenc. from any Lrab forces between the hours of 0300 and
090C GMI deily, ond at no other time, for the purposes of transporting
supplies and personnel permitted under the terms of the truce to znd
from Isreeli s-ttlements in the south." Similarly it was provided

vhat Egyptian convoys could use the roed for six hours in the: afternoocn.
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The Truce Board went on to say that “it_éannot accept the position taken by
the Egyptian army to the effact fhat the question of the use of sﬁpply routes
in this area iIs not to be rssclved until the withdrewal of Israeli forces
from the villoges of Hatte and Karatiyeh." The Truce Board hed previously
rulsd (Case Number 11) thet Isreeli forces were entitled to be in
occupation of these two villeges.
L. On 7 October, Colerel-Beruch, of the Israeli Gnneﬁ 2l Staff\ addressed
the following letter to the Medistor's Chief of Steff: .
"On 11 September the Jertral Truce Supervision Board pronounced
its decision on the Faluja-Koratiye Roed (Case Number 12) in which
Generel Lundstrom's decision of 18 Avgust, allowing each party the
use of the road, for six hours deily ﬁas confirmed. '_
"On 14 September, this decisien was approved by the late
Count Bernadotte, and was commnnlcated to the partiss concerned.
Although three weeks have elapsed gince then, we have nct yet been
notified of the Egyptiens' reply. | L
"The Egyptians keep on using,this_rdad for fventy-four hours a day, .
in defiance of. the U.N. decision which stipulated that they should
uge if from 1000 - 1600 GMT, and at no other time. We therefore ;ﬁA
paintain that measures should he taken to put en end to this 1111cit
traffic and would be grateful.to be advised of your opinicn on the
metter." y . . e
5« In the light of this declslon in Case Number 12, it is clear that any |
obstruction by Egyptian forces of Jewish convoys to the Negeb via Karat%yeh
constitutes a breach of the truce and a repudiatlon of the Mediator's ruling,
To acquiesce in this obstruction would also be inconsistent with'thgzterms of
the Security Council's resolution of 19 August, inasmuch es such acquiescence
would eneblc Egypt "to gain militory and political advantage from violation
of the truce.".. ) . '
6. The United Nations representatlves repeatedly ordered the Egyptien
authorities to permit the passage of convoys on both sides Qfgthe
Majdal-Faluje road. It was clear, however, ﬁhat they were uneble to enforce
Egyptian adherence to the Mediator's decision in Case Number 12,
T. On 15 October, the Isrzeli military authorities sent 2 convoy socuthwerds
along the permitted road during tﬁe hours éssigned to them by the Mediator's
decision, after duly notifying the United Nations Chief of Staff, In this
notification, the representetive of the Government of Isracl wrote:

"On 11 September, the Central Truce Supervision Board pronbunced

its decision on the Karatiyeh road, which was subsequently approved

on 14 September by the late Couni Bernadotte. Although more then

' = month hes elapsed, no Egyptian reply hes been published, Ve
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repeatedly urged that the Egyptiens be finally wede to signify their
acceptance cr rejecticn of the Mediator's decision. ™ Duringd these
twvo months, the United Naticns Mission was apparently unable %o
meke headway with Egyptian intransigeance, and an intolersble
situation has been‘allowed to continue unrelieved. I am accordingly
directed by the Chief of the General Staff Branch to inform you that we
shall tomorrow despatch & convoy within the time-limits stipulated by
the Central Truce Supervision Board dscision.  Mey I remind you in this
connection thet Egyptiens run sheir traffic for 24 hours daily in
defiance of “the United Nations décision, stipulating thet their traffic
should be permitted for six hours daily cnly."
8. The convoy despatched on 15 Cctober consisted of sixteen trucks: it
was heavily attacked by Egyptian forces south of Karatiyeh. Two trucks
rere destroyed, others damaged, and there were & number of casualties. The
same afternoon at 1400 hours several convoys between Jewish settlements in -
the Negeb were attacked by Egyptian Spitfirea in the area of Dorot and
Ruhama. Widespreasd fighting is now in progress as a result of these
Egyptian operetions. Tﬁe settlements of Dorot and Ruhama had previously
been bomberded and bombed from the air in the course of Egyptian offensive
activity in the firet ten days of October. These events were brought to the
notice of the Security Council by the representative of the Provisional
Government of Israel on L4 October (S/P.V.365, pp. 53-65).
9. It is cleer that Egyptian success in obstructing the 15 October convoy
would have had the gravest and profoundest effecis. It would have
perpetuated Egyptian military advantage as a result of a truce violation;
and a2t a time when illegitimate claims ars being sponsored with regard to
chis part of the territory of Israel, the illusion that invaeding Arab
forces exsrcise effective control on communications in that area might have
been interpreted as giving those forces certain substantive rights as a
vresult of the violation of the truce. In thic sense, the Egyptian action
would have led to the acquisition of a pslitical advantege resulting from a
truce viclation. . .
16, On 16 October the Provisional Government of Israel made the
following declaration to the Mediator's representatives:
"Tn view of continuous Egyptian attacks by lend and from the air
against Jewish settlements in the Negeb, end of the obstinate refusal
of the Egyptian authorities to honour the Central Truce Supervision
Board's decision in Case Number 12, culminating in an all-out attack

on Israeli convoys travelling along the Karatiyeh
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roed on 15 Nctober within times prescribed in that decision, the
Provisional Government of Israel cannot see its way to order the
suepension of operations in the arsa concermed until it obtains full
guerantees from the Chief of Staff thet passage of traffic to end
from the Negeb will be allowed by the Egyptions, unmolested, end
that further ZIgyptien attacks against Jewish settlements, positions,
end corrwmications, will ceese." _
11l. At the time of writing, the Provisionel Government of Israeel hes
received no informetion on Egyptien intentions in this regerd. On
17 October the Acting Medlator conveyed to the Foreign Minister of Israel
e proposel for a three-dey cease-fire at positions now held, during which
all questions affecting peace and security in the Negeb might be discussed.
This proposal has been Auly cormrmmnicated to. the Provisional Governmens of
Israel. The Security Council and the Acting Medietor will be kspt informed
of eny new information coming to hend.

(Signed) AUBREY S. EBAN

Representative of the Provisional
Government of Israel to the United
Nations
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