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IET'l'ER DATED 18 OCTOBER 1948 FROM THE REPBESE~lTATIVE OF THE
PROVISIONAL GOVERt\1MENT. OF ISRAEL TO THE PRESIDE~1T OF TEE
SECti'BITY COUNCIL CONCERNING ALtEG;ED BREACH OF TRUCE BY

EGYPTION FORCES
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The Truce Board :went on to say that "it cannot a.ccept the position taken by

the Egyptian Army to the effect that the question of the use of supply routes

in this area 18 not to be r~solved until the withdrawal of Israeli forcec

fl"om thevillc.ges of Hatta and Karatiyeh." The Truce Board had previously

ruled (Case Number 11) that Israeli forces were. ~ntitled to be in

occupation of thes.e two vil~e.ges.

4. On 7 October, ColGnel:B~ruch,. of the Israeli General Ste.f:t~ .addressed
.. "" '.. ~. .: ,t •. ~. .

the following letter 'to the Mediator t s Chief" of Staff: ....:i~'-.:.~:'

"On 11 SepteItber the Ger..tra.l :::'r~tce Supervision Boa.rd pronounced
ita decision on the FaluJa-Karatiya Road (case Number 12) in which

General Lundstr~m's decision..of 18 A~cuat, allowing each party the
use 01' the road. .for six hours daily was confirmed. . ..

"On 14 September, this decision w.as.. ~pproved py the late

Count Bernadotte, .and was communicated,to the parties concerned.

Althcugh three weeks have elapsedaince t.hen, we have net yet been. .
notified of the Egyptians 'reply. . .. .
liThe ~e.yptians keep. o~ using this .road for t~eI.ltY-four hours a day t ..

in defiance. of. the U.N. decision which stipulated that they shoul~

Use ·if frem ~OOO ~ 1600 GMT, and at no othE7r t~me, We therefore, ..
mair>:tain that meas~res should be taken to put en end to this illicit

'. ...
tr~ffic anc. would be. grateful.. to be advised of your opinien on the
mattt';r." ; .. ""-\'

".. '.
5. In the light of this decision in Case Number 12, it is clear that any

obstruction by Egyptian forces of JeWish convoys to the Negeb via :rcarat~yeh

constitutes a breach of the truce and a r~pud:iat1oIl of theMed~~tQr'e ~ling~

To acquiesce in this obstruction would also be inconsistent with the, .1;erms of. . ' . "

the Security Council's resolution of 19Augus~, inasmuch as such acquiescence

would enablc" Egypt "to gain milita.ry and po.litical advantage from violation

of the truce.".

6. The United Nations representatives repeatedly ordered the Egyptian

authorities to perm!t t:1e pas13age of convoys on both aides of the

Majdal-FaluJa road. It wae clear, however, that they were unable, to ,enforce
Egyptian adherence to the Mediator's decision in Case Number 12.

7. On 15 October, the Israeli. mi~itary authoriti~s sent a convoy southwards

along the permitted road during the hours assigned to them by the Mediator's

decision, after duly notifying the Unitod Nations Chief of Staff., In this

notification, the representative of tho Government of Israel wrote:

liOn 11 September, the Central Truce SuperVision Board pronounced

its decision on the Karatiyeh road, Which was subsequently approved

on 14 8~ptember by the late Oounii Bernadotte, Although mere then

~ month hes ~lapsec., no Egyp~ian reply has b~en published, We

dd. Irepeatedly



repeatedly urged that the Egyptians be fipally made to signify their
aoceptance or reJe'ction of the Mediator's decision." During'these

tvro months, the United Naticns Mission was apparently unable to

make headway with Egyptian intransiseanoe, and an intolerable
situation has been 'allowed to continue unrelieved. I am acoordingly

direoted by the Chief of the General Staff Branoh to inform you that we
shall tomorrow despatch a convoy within the time-limits stipulated by

the Central Truce Supervision :9oard decision. May I remind you in this

connection that ESYPtians run~heir traffi.o for 24 hOurs daily in
defianoe of~the'UnitedNations deoision, stipulating that their traffic

should be permitted for six hours daily only."
8. The oonvoy despatohed on' 15 Ootober oonsisted of sixteen trucks: it

was heavily attacked by'Egyptian foroes south of Karatiyeh. Twotruoks

Tare destroyed, othere damaged, and there were a number of casualties. The

same afternoon at 1400 hours several oonvoys between Jewish settlements in '

the Negeb were attaoked by Egyptian Spitfires in the area of Dorot and

Ruhama. Widespread fighting is now in progress as a result of these

Egyptian operations. The settlements of Dorot and RUhama had preViously

been bomb~rdeii(a~d bom~ed ~~om_:~he.·.air 'in the oourse of Egyptian offensive
aotivity in the first ten days of Ootober. These events were brought to the

notice of the Seourity Council by the representative of the Provisional

Government of Israel on 14 Ootober (S/P.V.365, pp. 53-65).
9. It is olear that Egyptian success in obstructing the 15 October convoy

would have had the gravest and profoundest effects. It would ha~e

perpetuated Egy~tian military advantage as a result of a truce violation;

and at a time when illegitimate claims are being sponsored with regard to

chis part of the t.erritory of Israel, the illu8ion that invading Arab
forces exercise effective control on communications in that area might have

been interpreted as giving those forces certain substantive rights as a

result of the violation of the. truce. In this sense, the Egyptian action

would ha~eled to the acquisition of a p~11tical advantage resulting from a

truce violation.
10. On 16 October the ProvisionelGovernment of Israel made the

follOWing declaration to the Mediato~'s representatives:
"In view of continuous Egyptian attacks by land and from the air
against Jewish settlements in the Negeb J and of the obstinate refusal

of the Egyptian authorities to honour the Central Truce Supervision

Board's decision in Case Number 12, cu~inating in an all-out attack

on Israeli convoys travelling along the. Karatiyeh

id /road
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roed on 15 ~otober within times presoribed in that deoision, the

Provisional Government of Israel oannot ~ee ita way to order the

su.spension of operations in the area oonoerned until it obtains full

~a~antees from the Chief of Staff that passage of traffio to end
from the Negeb will be allowed by the Egyptians, unmolested, and

that further Egyptian attaoks against Jewish settlements, positions,

and ootll:lUnications, will oease. tl

11. At the time of writing, the Provisional Government of Israel has

reoeived 1\0 1nf'ormQt1o~, on Egyptian int.entio!'.s iR this regard. On

17 October the Acting Mediator oonveyed to the Foreign Minister of Israel
a proposal for a three-day cease-fire at positions now held, during which

all questions affecting peaoe and security in the Negeb might be disoussed.

This .proposal has been duly cO~'r!lunioated to. the Provisional Government of

Israel. The Security Council and the Acting Mediator will be kept informed

of any new information Qoming to hl3nd.

(Signed) AUBREY S. EBAN
Representative of the Provisional
Gcvernnent of' Israel to the United
Nations
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