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IETTER DATED 15 DECTMSER 1948 FROM THE CEATRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
OFGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES TRANSMITTING THE FESOLUTIONS ADOFTED BY THR
COUNCIL ON 12 AMD 1k DRECEMBER 1948 CONCERNING COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA

Sir, ,
Articlo Sb of tho Chartor of the United Fations providos that "the

Sccurity Council shall at all timog bo kopt fully informod of activitios‘
undortakon or in contomplation undor rogional agroomonts Jr by rogional

agoncios for tho vaintobance of intornatioral poace and sceurity".

Ag Chairman of an&‘bcin( duly authorized by tho Council of the Ovg anlzatlon
of Aworican States, I tako tho liborty to bring tho following ovonts to the
atlontion of tho Sceurity Council: ,

By & noto datod 11 Docombor 19h8 Ambassador Mario A, Eeunival tho
roprosontativo of Costa Rica on the Council of tho Organization of Amcrican
States, informed wo that on tho nizht of 10 Docowbor 1948 the torritory of
© Costa Rica had beon invaded by armod forcos originating in Nicaragua, . that
tho invagion took place in the La Uruz rogion ncar the northorn bhorder of
Ceata Rica, and that a proliminary ostimato put the arwod forcos at about
800 mon of various nationalities aqulpped with mo@ern woapons. JIn the -sewe
noto tho rvopremontative of Costa Rica sald that tho In#asion of Costa Rican
torritory was tho culmlnation of long preparations carriod out oponlr withln :
tho Ropublic of IMicaragve and thet a cénsiderablo numbor of rationals of
other countrics participated in tho movowent, ,

The represontativo of Costa Rice applied to the Orpanization of Anwrican
States for intervention undor Artlcle 6 oF tho Tntor-American Treaty of
Reciprocal Agsistance which ig hinding on fiftcon Awmerican States, 1ncludinp
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. In accordancc with the sald Article 6, tho
- reprosontativo of Costa Rica roquostod an immediatec meoting of tho Organ of - -
Conaultationﬁsot s undor tho sald Tveaty. This is tho moctﬁng of quoignh
Ministeors of tho Statos which havo ratificd the Troaty and maj provisionally"
be thO'Cbuncil of tho Crganization of Amorican Statcs pending the summoning

of the Organ of Congultation, The Connell of tno Organization held two

"’méotings (on 12 and 1% Docemhor) for tho purposo of studying tho Dibaation .
Las roported by Costa Rica, and aftor hearing tho oxplanat1ons and replios

‘of the roproscntative of Nicaragua on the Council rcsolxoa at the first of
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- had ap opportunlty to be heard on this mame subjoct.
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the problem presented by the Ropublic of Costa Rica in order to decide whether

- or not to summon the Organ of Consultation; in addition the Chelrman of the

Councll wae instructed to request data by mecans of any channcls ho might doem
fit, The Councll, having rocelved these data and takon notc thercof, took the
following doclsion at the second of these meetings hold on 1} Decombor:

1. To summon a meeting of consultation of Foreign Ministers to study

tho sitvation oxisting between Costa Rica and Nicaragma, such meeting to takeo

‘placc as goon ap a suitable place and date had been arranged,

2. To constitute iteelf as a provisional organ of consultatlion in
accordanco with frticle 12 of the Inter-American Treaty of Rociprocal
Agsistance,

3. To appoint a comigsion to investigate on the scemo the allegod evemnts
and tholr history. ‘

4, To request all the Amorican Govornments and tho Secretary-Gonoral
of the Orpanization of American Statesy to lend thelr fullest co-operation
to facilitating the work of the Commission which was to begln its task
lumediately.

This morning I appointed the Commlission consisting of the following
membors: ' ' '

Ambassador Josd Marfa Bello, representative of Brazil on tho Council
of the Organization of fusricaan utﬁtes. ,

Arbassador Silvio Villegas, ropresentative of Colombla on the Council
of tho Organizatlon of Amorican States.

Arbaseador Paul Daniels, roprosentative of the United States cn the
Council of the Ovganization of Amoricen States.

Ambassador Luls Quintanilla, ropresentative of Msxico on the Council

.of the Organization of American States.

Ambasgador Juan Bautista do Lavalle, represontative of Poru on the
Council of the Ormanization of Aworican States. '
| - The Commission is to proceed ag quivkly as possible to tho territory of
Costa Rica and Nicaragua for -the purpose of collocting sufficient data to

enable the provisional organ of comsultation (i.e. the Council of the

Organization) o become possessed of enough evidence to docide what measures

may be taken to contributo to the best solution of the existing situation.

I have also learned that the representative of Costa Rica on the

- Socurity Council has brought the events to which I am referring to the Councxl’sg?

. notice, and from the preas I gathor that tho roprosentative of NWicaragua has

/ Perhaps I ought
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Perhaps T ought to add that Article 5 of the Rio de Janeiro Troaby of
Reciprocal Assistance provides that "the High Contracting Partles shall
immediately send to the Security Council of the United Nations, in conformity
with Articles 51 and 54 of the Chartor of the United Nations, complote
information concerning the activities underteken or In contemplation in the
exercise of the right of sélf-defehce or for the purpose of mainteining
Inter-Americen peace and securlty”,

Axrtiale 15 of the seme Tfoaty forther provides that the Council of the
Organiiaﬁion will act in all matvers concerning the Treabty as a liaison oxgan
among the signatory States which have ratifled the seme and between these
States and the Members of the United Nations. '

Copies of the documents to whilch I have veferred ave sent herewith.

Becauvse of tlhe lack of adequote information it is unforeseeable at this

" time what measures will have to be considered by the Council of the
Orpanization of American Statss, acting ag provisionasl Orgen of Consultation,
or by the meeting cf conoultation of Forelgn Ministers (when 1t meots) in
order to contrihute to the maintenance of peace among the States membexrs of the
Organization. Accordingly the Council's first decision was to establish
thig Commission of Inguiry. As zcon as the Council receives the results of
the Commission's work I shall again cormunicete with the Security Council
and bfing these results to Jts attention. ‘

Lastly, I should like to &dd that on 3 December 1948 the Secretary-
Goneral of the organization of American States requested an interview with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for the purpose of formelly dopoziting -
the Rio de Jansiro Treaty of Reciprocal Assilstance wkich came into effect on
that same day upon being signed by two-thirds of the High Contracting Parties,
The Lcting Secretery-General of the United N tions commmnicated with the
Secretary-General of the Organizotion of American States, and T underatand
that this deposit will actually teke place this week.

I have the honcur to be, etc. _

(signed) Enrigue V. Coiominas o

Chairman of the Council

To the President of the Security Council
of the United Wations

Leke Success, N.Y,.
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY TEE COUNCIL
~ OF TEE CRGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
on 12 DECEMBER 1948.

~ The Council of the Organization of .merican States
RESOLVES:
1. To maks an urgeﬁt study, basged on adeguate informatiom, of the
problem preosented by the Republic of Costa Rica by its note dated 11
Decembher lQhS, In order to decldc whether or nct to sumon a meeting of

consultation, ‘ ‘
2. To instruct its Chailrman to call for smple information through

any channels he may deem 1%,
3. To convoke the Council of the Organization for o spocial meeting

on Tuegzday 1% December at 3 p,m,
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THE COUNCIL OF' THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

RESOLVES

1. To convoko o moeting of consultation of Foreign Ministors 4o
study the situntion oxlsting botween Cogta Rica and Nicaragua., The
place and date ¢f this meeting willl be fixed at o oulvadblo time.

2, To conghitube 1teelf as o provisional organlzotion of
consultation in accordance with Article 12 of the Inter-Amcrican Troabty
of Reciprocal Assistance.

3. To appoint & commission to investigate on the scene tho alleged
events and their hisgtory. This Commission will be oppointed by the
Chelrman of tho Council,

b, To reguewt all tho Ancrican Governments and the Socretary-
General of tho Crpenization of American Stotes to lend their fullesh
co-operation to facilitating the work of the Commisclon which shall

begin ito tusk immediately.

Washington, 1% Decembor 1948,





