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Str,

Articlo 54. of tho Charter of the Unitod. Eations providos that litho

Socuri'b3' CouncU shall at all t:l.mor~ bo k01Jt fUlly lnformocl of activitios

undortalcol1 or in contotn:111ation undor L'oc;ional aGreoments or by rOGional

aGoncios for tho uainteranco of Jntorna:tior.a.l l)oaco and 80c11ri ty" •

As Chairman of and be in!> d.uly authorized. by tho Cr;:;uncil of tho Orcanization

of An:or:tco..n Statos, :L ta};:o tho lioorty to 'brinG the follOi'Tinc; ovents to, the

a·ttontion of tho Socurity ConnoH:

By a note dL.tod 11 Docombor 191.!·8, Ambassador Mario A. EBClniva.~,tho

roprosontative of Oosta Rica on the. Councn of tho OrGanization of Al11ori.can

States, informod 'tl~0 that on tho nit;ht of 10 Docombor 1911.8 tho territory of

Costa Bicn. h[1,l boon invadod by armod forcos oriGinatinG in NicaraGua) . tlmt

tho invas ion tool.;: J)laco :Ln the 1a (Jruz racion near the northorn bard.or of

Costa Rica, and that a pTOlit:ltnary ostimato rmt tho ar.mod forcos at about

800 mon of various natiom.litiofJ O(l'uilipod w'l.th modorn Hoapons. In 'liho·se:mo

nota tho rOJ?roElontativo of Costa Rica said that ,tho invasion of CQE'ta Rican

torri torJr waG thJ. culminat1.on of lone l'ror;arc.tions carriad out oponl;Y''i'lithin

tho Bopublic of N:1.caraGua and that a considoralJlo numbor of natlonalsof

othor countx'ios l/artiotpatod in tho movoTI!ont.

Tho ropresonta"tivo of Costa Rica q'l'liod to tho OrGanization of Amoric8.n

Statos for intol'vor.;.t1on und.or Articlo 6 of ·tho Intor-P.mcrican Treaty of'

Roo'tl;rocal Asrd.stanco which :is l)imUnc o~ fiftoon Amorican states, including

NicaraGua and· Costa Rica. In accordanco ~Tith tho sald Articlo 6, tho

rEllirosontativo of Cosca ~lica requostocl an imUlorliato nllJOUn;3 of tho Or[p,n of
"Consultat:1.on Bot U') undoI' tho said Tl.'oaty. This is tIlo t1ootil''JG of Foreien,

Ministors of 'tho Statos \'Thich havo Y'atifiod the Tl'Oaty and may prOVisionally

bo tho Council of 'lihoOrnanization of Amorican Statos l?ondinc tho summoninG

'of the OrGan of Consultation, Tho COllr,ciJ. of the Grc;ani za'bion hold two

meotinGs (on 12 aml 1)~ Docember) for tho 1Jl,rrJ?080 of stud.3'inC tho situation

as roportod by Costa Rica, and aftor hoarinG tIlo oxpla.nations and replios

of the roprosontativo of Nicaracva on the Council rosolvod, at tho first of

these tvTO ttootincs, to'tllako an urGont study" based' on adoq,uato information, of

" '0th"e,':1'1,~1:tleci.':.p:Xleae.niJd~::':·' :L'

.-



the :problem presented "by thQ RopubHc of Costa Rica in ord.er to docic1.e Hhcthor

or not to summon the Organ of Cons1.l1tation; in e.ddition tho Chairma.n of tI10

Council 1'las instructed to request d.ata D3r moans of any channola ho miGht doem

fit. Th0 Council, having roceivod 'these data and takon noto thoroof, took the

follow:1.nc; decision at tho socond of thosemeetin3s held on 14 Deco1r.l:or:

1. To summO..:l a meeting of consultation of ForeiGn l>1inisters to stUdy

tho situation oxistinG bet1'leon Costa Rica and Nic,nacua, such tilol3'l;ing to tako

:placo as SQon as a suitable placo and date had boen erraneed.

2. To consti'bute Hsolf as a prOVisional orGan of consultation in

aecordanco 1'7Hh ~rticl0 12 of the Inter-Amorican Treaty of Rod:procal

Assistance.

3. To ap];loint a commission to investicate on the scena tho allec;od events

and their history.

4. To requost all the Amorican Govornments and tho Secretary··Gonoral

of tho OrGanization of American States to lOIn their fullost co-oDoration

to facUi tating the 'l-70rk of the Commission which was to 'b0Gin its task

itl!llOdiately.

This morninG I a:p:pointod tho Commission consisting of tho foJ.lo'l-rin8

monibors:

AmbaEsador Joso Mar1a Bello, ro:presontativ0 of Brazil on tho Council

of tho OrGanization of pmorica.l St8.tOS.

Acibassad.or Silvio VillaGas, reprosonta'bd.vo of CoJ.oml)la on the Council

of tho OrGanization of American Statos.

Ambassador Paul De.nials, ro:prosonta.tivo of the United states on the

Council of tho Organization of Amorican Sta.tes.

Ambassador Luis Quinta:1illa, l'o];lrosentativQ of Moxlco on the Councn

,of the O'i'l3anizatien of Am0rican Statos.

Ambassador Juan Bautista do Lavalle, ro:prosontat1.vo of Poru on the

Council of the Orc;anization of Amorican States •

. Tho COm"mi_ssioll is to :proceed as quiulrly as :possible to the territory of

Costa Rica and NicaraGua for ·tho );lurIJoseof collectin8 sufficient data to

en~ble the :provisional orean of consultation (i.o. the Council of the

OrGanization) to l)E'come po,ssossod of enouc;h ev~donco to decide what meaSuros

t1..'1.y he taken to contributo 'bo the pest solution of tho existinc; si tUlltion.

I have also loarned that the representative of Costa. rUca on tho

Socurity Council has broucht the evonts tG 1vhiC'h I am referrinG to tho Council' B

notico) and from the J:irElss I C;i:l.thor that tho rop:i.'osontative of Nicaragua has

had an 0PD0"l;"bunlty to be heard, on this samo sUbjoct.

/ Perhaps I ought



S/1171

Page 3.

Pe:rhaps I ouc;ht to add that Article 5 of the Rio de JGnedro Tlooat;y- of

Reciprocal Assistance provides thEre lithe High Cont:ractine; Parties shall

immediatel;y seDd to the Security Council of the Unitod Nations ,in conformit.y

with Articles 51 and 54 of tho Chorter of the United Nations, complote

information conce:ming the activities undertaken or in conJwomplatiol1 in the

exo:r.'clse of the riGht of self-defence or for the Imrpose of mninteinine

Inter-i',ffiorice.n peace Etncl socurityl'.

Al't-:fJ~J.0 15 of the se.me Troaty fl1r'cher provides that the Council of the

Or8an:1.zation will act in all matters concerning the TreErt;y a8 a l:1.eison ol'gtm

among the signatory states which have ratified "Ghe same and betvroen thoso

states and the Member~ of the United Nations.

Copies of the documents to which I have refor:red are sent herew·ith.

Because of the lack of acloguD.te information it is unforeseoable at this

. time i·,hat measm~e8 i,,11l have to be. cOlloidored by the Council of the

Orcani.zation of An6rj.can Stfltes, acting 8.13 provisional Organ of COl1EJUltaUon,

or by the me8tinc ef conoultation of ForeiGn Ministe:-os (when it meets) in

order to contrH.'ute to the maintenal1c.e of peace amone tb.e states members of the

Orcanization. AccordinGly the Council's first decision was to esta1,)1ish

tl1Js COInmission of Inguj.:ry. As soon as the Council 'receives the results of

t~:Jo Corrki"1ission' s work I' sh.all again commu.."1icnte ivith the Security CO'..ll1cil

and bx'inc:; these results to jta attention.

Lastly, r should like to add that on 3 December 19!/·8 the Secretary..,

Goneral of the organization of American states requestod an into:rview vTith the

Secretary-General of tIle Unitod Nations for the IJu:rpose of formally dop0,3iting

the Rio de Jan'31ro Treaty of Reciprocal J\ssistance wtich came into effect on

thE!t samodny l1.1,on beinG s:igned 1W two-thirds of the High Cont:racting Parties.

The .Acting 8ecretel'y-General of tbe tnited N tions cOlntnmica:'ed with the

Secretar;Y"-Genoral of the Orcantz::tion of .Al~:erican States} and I understand

that this deposit ivill actually teke 1)18G8 this vreek.

I hove the honour to 'be, etc.

(signed) Enriqne V. COlOminas

Chairman of the COUl1cil

To the President of the Security Council

of the Unitecl Nations

Lake Success, N.Y.
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m;SOIVTION ADOPTED BY TIDj COUNCIL

. OIl' TEE ORGANIZ1\TION Oli' AMEBICf.N 8'l',ATES

on 12 D'EOEMEEH 1948.

The Council of the Organization of .merican States

RESOLVES:

1. To mako an urGent study, based on adequate inforrJatiou, of the

problem prosented by the Republic of Costa Rica by itf:l note (lB;bed. 11

DecombGl~ 191~8) in order to decido whother or net to summon a tloct:l.ng of

consultation.

2" To instruct its Chairman to call for ample i11forI:1attOfl throuc;h

any channe10 he may deem fit.

3. To convoke the Council of tho OrG'~n1.zation for L1 spocial meeting

on Tue~day 14 Decembor at 3 p,w.

-~ ....
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TIlE COUNCIL 0]' TIro: ORGl'iNIZATION OF AMERICAN 8TlITE8

RESOLVES:

1. To convolw Q moe't:'-ng of consu1toti.on of FOl"'8iC!l Minj.G'tors to

study -cho oituntion oxis'c:lng Potl'Toon Costa Rico and Nicot'oGuEl. The

placo and dots of this moatinG ~r:111 bo fixod ut 0. ouH;oblo time"

2. To cOTwtitut.o itself 813 0 proV'isionol orgonizntiQn of

corJ,Gultat:1on in aeC01"llance 1vith Articlo 12 of tho In"bor-Amorican Troat;y'

of Rociproccl Assistanco.

3. To aplmint 8. cOL])]ission to 1nvoatigo:be on the scono tho alleGed

events and thoir history. This Corrrraissio:n 101111 11e o.Pl)oin'ted by tha

Chcil"l11!:tn of tho Council.

4. To l"oqueo'c all tho Anerican Gr:rv0rnrnonJes and the Sooretary­

General of 'cho O:r'{)anizotion. of Amol"ican St[rtoo to 1Gnd thoir fullest

co-operation 'Go f'ac:L1itD:liinc the lo10:l:'1c of the Commission vTl1ich shall

beGin ito tosk imIuedio'boJ.y.

Washington" 11." December J.9tS.




