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Four communications Goncerning incidents in the Conu Cha.nnel he.ve

heen received by the Secretary-General f~om t~e Albanian G~vernment

dated 30 October, 12, 13, and. 2'7 November 19~6. The communication..

dated 30 Octoc"r was oirculated to rilSmbers of the General Assembly on

1 November and. the communication dated 12 November was also distributed as

documant A/1A6. The communications dated 13 and 27 November were brought

to the attention of tlie Department. of Security Council Affairs. Since an

incident 1~ the Corfu Csanr.... l has been b~"ought to tb-a attention of the

Security CO'Ulloil by tee United Kingdom Government, (document 8/247) the

texts of t~ae communications from the Albanian Government are reproduced

for ~ information of the Cour~il.
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I. TELEGR~~ FRCM THE PRESIDR~~ OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTli~S

OF TIJE PEOPLE I S REfUBLIC OF ALBAND. TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL DA'l'ED 30 oc'rOBER 1946

I have the honour to submit to you, anQ through you to the

General ftesembly of the UniteQ Nations the following:

"'At 1: 00 'p .m~ 22 October 19L,6 four British warships armeQ with guns

and machine guns anQ carrying SCl~ic~S entereQ our territorial waters arour.

SenaranQa Kakomes and Borsh without the authorization of tr.e Government of

Albania. One of these ships bore the number R62) fclloweQ by a seconQ one

. '. >:. ~ ,..~. ;:: : bearing the number rTR41, entered Sanaranda bay insid.e our"waters coming to

within one kilometre and. a half of the harbour, ~hile'the tWo· other ships

cruised. in our territorial w~ters opposite Kakomes and Borehi. north of the

harbour of SaranQa. A patrol boat of our coastal Navy saileQ towarQ the sa

warships in order to inqUire into the motive of such e violation of our

territorial waters anQ to b·,.lg the neCSGsar;y help since smoke and fle.meo

could be seen escaping from one of the ships. The crew of the British

warships diQ not condescend to give an explanation to our sailors about the.

flagr5nt violation of the integrity of our countr~. At 12:30 a.m. of the

next day the four British warships sailed back into Corfu harbour. We have

the honour to point out the fact that within a short period of time

provocative incursions of this kin~ from British warships have occurred twi

into our territorial waters and <;hat 01.lch time the creation of incidents

was attempted and our inteBrity violated. Moreover, after what happened or.

22 October 1946, on tne morning of 23 October three-engine British planee,

~r.; of which was number PK4, flew without the authorization ef the Gove~nme

ef Albania, and with intent to intimidate and provoke over the district

between the Muzina pass and the village of Radat. On the same day over

Saranda Harbour two other British planes flew on three occasi:ms) very low.

On behalf of the people of ~~'1ania and t~cir Goverr~ent we strongly protest

Ito your
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to ~rour and the General Assembl~r of the United Nations against such provocativt

incursions carried out repeatedly against a people which has fought and

sacrificed itself in the.co~mon cause of the Allies and has devoted all its

efforts. to the reconstruction of its devastated cnuntry, to the strengthening.

0f true demo~racy and to the safeguarding of peace in thA world. Apart from

the injustice recurrently inflictai upon our people in respect of its rights

of the international plane, righ ,I;': -.(''luired at the cost of so much blood -

~he cr~ation of in~idAnta such as those above-mentioned is attempted with

the object of hampering the advance of our country along the road of progress

it has n:3.rked out fer itself. Moreover we note that incidents like

those at Saranda whiph hove the obvious purpose of violating the integrity

of our country contribute in nowise to the establishment of friendly

relations be~ween peaceful and progressive p~tions, but on th0 contrary

are detrimental to the peace ~nd friendship which must exist and grow

in strength day by day betwE; ....l the nations for the goed of progressive

humanity.

Albania is a small p€aceful nation which made great efforts during the

fight against Fascism and thus proved how dear it held liberty~ independence,

sovereignty and territorial integrity. It fought with utmost heroism to

gain them and will keep them forever, not allowing them to be encroached

upon. The people of Albania who hp-~'c fou~~t with the greatest

self-sacrifice for those sacred objec~ives - which it is the constant

endeavour of the United Nations to safeguard and consolidate - have the

greatest confidence in this high Organization and therefore request

its int~rvention in order to put a stop to such provocations against our

countr~'.

Su~h provocations are detrimental to the close and sincere friendship,

which must exist between peaceful nati'Jns, and hinder the e13tabli ar.Jll6nt

of a strong and .enduring pea ~. to which tee people of Albania wi1l never

Ifail
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, fail to make their contr1bu: ~ :n.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the expression of ~ highest regaru3.

The President of the Council and Minister of Foreign Affairs or
the People's Republic of Albania. General-Colonel: Enver Hoxha.
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II. TTLEGP.AM FROM TIIE PRESIDENT OF 'I'll":; COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF
'I'llE ?EOPLE'S ro.:....oUl,LIC OF ALBAI!IA TO TIG S3CF.ET.<DY-GEN"ZRD:L

DATED 12 NOV!il'iffiEP. 1946

Sir,

On 10 ~ovember lS45, t~x~Ufh the inte~~ediar1 of its F.mb~ssy in

Belrruc.e, the Bdt~.8h Gov0rrl!nOnt not-l..fied our Go'lornment that it has

decided tc S':reep the Corfu C'ha."lnel on 12 November in accordance with

tr.e decision taken by th~ Central Committee for ~1ine Cl19arance.

B~r a note dated 31 October we ir£ormed the British Gover!~ent that

the Goven.ment of" o'.l.r Republic had tl.O objoction to the s1-ree!'ine of any

waters outside Albanian territorial waters 'but that any penetration by

foreign ships into our ter: :.tarial 'l're:tera without the permission of our

Coverr!Ue~t would be regarded as an ti.nfrierAly act and wctlid constitute

a violation of Albani~~ sovereicnty.

Tho intention of the ebov0·me~ticnednote of the British Government

:l.8 to confro::1t Albenia 1-7ith an accomplished fact, and on thot accot:nt \·re

register a vi£o7ous proteet to the Untted Natiol1B against this Q~ilateral

act. Furthermore we have no kn'.),....:..edge of the Central Committee for Hine

Clec.rcnce ,,-Mch has (u811rlled) ell :dghts 8.!ld haC! n~t troubled t.., c-::nDult

the Alban1an Government before ltndertekinr mine clce.r~nce in the Chan.~el. . . .
where Albania -possesses undeniai)le rithto. Only a c~lllIIlission appointed

b~T the United. Ns.tions, end of which AH'!lnia 1'Tould 'be a member, is

entitled to deci~e what are the non-territorial waters in the Corfu

Cha::ome1.

SJcondly, we re£ister a vi£orous protest with the United Nations

at the insistent de~~nd b~ the American Mission to Albania to bring

t,ro ,mr ships into the Port of Dt~c.zzo to ta~e off its Mission which

1.,ishes to lea're Albanip.. He ha-..re auth"rized the American Mission to

bring one ?assel1cer eo.nd c'.:'rgo ch~.p into Ol.'.r port and., should it also

/
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desire it, ha'Te gi,'en !lermissio::1 for one or t,ro aircraft to 'le brought

to the Airport of Tirana to transport the Mission staff.

I beg to remein, etc.

(Signed) Colonel-General Enver Hoxha
President of the CounCil of
Ministers of the Peoplers
Re:9ublic of Albania

:: ; .; •• ~ •. .:. ".:.. .0'.. . '.;

Irn.. 'L'.L:Li'C..L:.H
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III . 'Y.2:U::GR~I F'SOH 'i'lS PP':;';SIDEl'fl' O~' 'I'lC COUNCIL Ol hIE::L;3'I~h?G

OF T'.!32 AIJhlrl1.u,r PEOPU' S 1"&~Jl"13LIC TO ~
~C.?$'I~t.-~Y -G~II[.;ltAL, DATSD 13 nGT":;HB!!;~ 1~46.

Vii th re::ercnc;) to our cele.'.:l'3.!Jl of prote<:t d~ted 11 !'rovonber 1)l~5

\Te hc..Vc3 the .h(;)l~o~tr to COliml.U11:!.ca-;;e to ~"ou the follovitl{;:

the Enc1ich fl~ have been sailir~ all over the wa~ero off the southorn

Albanian shore bGtwE;en Butrinto cnd. Carab OurolUl. J.ll the B~i~i.sh

v0sse1s in battl,~ fo:...m~:tion nevlcatod ~_n our terri torio.l c..nd

extl'a-(;erritoriu.l 1TaterEl in token ef inti:..~<i:.:.ticn u.nd :9rovoc~tion.

To -'daj", 13 HOV0Jj10Cr 1945, at 10: ')0 a. .I!l.. c....'1d throughout the 'rlho1e

da.Jr , n, 1a.rGe numbe::..1o of BrLti 6h warzhips and nine -s1Tes:;;>ers varyip...:; in

number from hOlt!' to hour becween 11 and 23 entered our terrltoricl

waters at Santiquaru.nta at 500-1~08-15~O metros front the port on the

pretext of clem'iI10 mines. British 1;;:1.::::;11:':9s frequently fired :::z..chino

gl~~ b~'sts into the air and into the "ater "rlth a viow to c~eatinG

incidents.

In the name 0:: the pee.ce -lo'TiI1[; and dc::':O:Jcl':,tic Albanian :?eople,

in the nrune of thia small nation 'iTh:i.ch en 7 :-:!?ril 1::39 G'lW Eas.301ini I c

wurGhips d",sc,md llpon the porI; of D'.lr::lZ ZO, in the nGl:le of thi 3 small

at the sid.a of the ':',rec..t :\11ie8 El11d i'lh:i.ch left 40,):)0 men killod.

and vrQl.mded on the o<:,.ttlr,:ficlds, I brifJb this brt,tal end unilate~[~l

act of the Bri tish GO'T0rmncnt to thE; ~tt0nt':'cn of ,;he Uni tel L"~ion3.

The .'\lb::''1ian peo::;13 cO!'.ci'iors this c..ct ::13 ~, vicl:::.tion of its ffiont

sacred soverel:..~n :':i<:,hts fo ..~ whi~h the Albc.r..:"c.n peopl.,) is at .....1:1.. ~i:.les

ready to s~ed its blocd.

I further r'3q,t:ost the Uni ted Iiu.ti~n3 f;Q jUd£'3 this ac·.; of 'che

Br 5.t~€h Covarnnent IG and co €~_ 'le order::; :£'01: tne iD'M':lediate •.': tl:drs:,T,'J.l

/ ",I~ l-'le .\--: ..- "11..J ... L _ • .1. J1..C,
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of tile British 1;a:cshi:98 cnd mine -~. "~0pers ":1'0;:1 m:r ports and terri tori(.l

1....[',:~er[J in thG interests of che maintenance of pe::-,ce, for the c.chievemeni;

of which the Albanian people exert<;d itself to the f~ll.

I have t.ile ilonOUl' to be, ate.

Colonel Gener:al Enver Ho:d1o.

PreBident of the Council o~ }lini3~e~:

of the ~lbanian People' a Repu0l~c

lIT. TEIEGP.1\J.v!
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IT. TElEGR\N ]'ReM TBE;:'i'lESIDENT OF ':'IIE courrcn OF
Hj.lUS',mI;S OF THE AlBANIAN i:"'E OFLE ''3 REIUBLIC

TO TEE SECFETJ..RY -GEr~"EBll.L DATED
27 NC'ii"ENBEH 1946

mt:"l ::eference ·CO my notes of :grotest elated 11 and 12 November 1946

I have 'elle honour to bring to your r.atice and throu,Jh you to the

Assembly of ·ehe United Nations the folloi-Ting circumstances:

The British Goverru:~ntr :·"-,te to my Government dated.

le Ncvereber on the question ~f the clearance of Albanian

ter~itorial and extra-territcri~lwate~3 in the Corfu channel

saiel, "British ships will be ca.. :..~ying out a sweep of the straits

•on. 12 Hovember. Such s"e0ping i-Till b·;) in acccrd.ance '-I'i th the

u.nanimous recor.::aen:ia tion of 1Jhe Central ivIi.ne Clearance Board. of

1 Wl.lvembe:..' wnicll d.ecid.ed that :;1'..& str~itd should. be swel,t again".

Not only was this a un~lateral act on the Fart of the British

GoVc:-n:.1Gnt calculated. to tr".;illlple on Albanian aoveri.gnty and. to

prOV,J}::'3 and intimidate 1 but the Brit.ish Government I s note even

COnGaillS a faloe stntement. J::l 14 rIo'rember the Central £>11ns

Ole~~ence Beard of London held. a meeting end. issued a st~tement

signe6. by the Eritish Captain :Uch'Jls I Heo.d. of the Central Hina

Clea:."a::J.ce Boa:.:a., i'1h::'ch said.: L'1 conn3etion 1-1ith the sta 'Cemer:ts

a:pJ;:cc.:;."inG in tlle :f'ress a few 'le.ys aGo on the SI-reaping oFerations

ca.:i.'ried out by British :;hips :.n Albanic.n terri"CiOrLll wa t3rs to

tile no:'.."th of Co:c::'u, t,he Cantral :,1111e Clearance Board s~:atas

the. t tilis clear-cncs "jas not ca:::::,ied. out 011 its ord.ar and. he-s

not its conse~t.

I "T'Ju1d as:~ "[cur Excellency to add. thi:J fact to our ccr::plaint and.

protest I 81"..d. t;:, C..:."8.ij ..:.Le a ttention vi' "Cihe A:-;se:ibly of the Uni"t:ed. Ha tiot!s

to thi::; ff.ls'J a:J.d. i::;:cnSf'.l.l action .':)11 the r:art of the Eritish GoverI'.lllent.

I have the honOtli' to ba, etc.

,. .-- .... ~ .....-... - - ColonGl General 'Enver Eoxha

PreElident of the CJUl1cil of Ninisters

of the Albanian People's Republic




