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DE SECURITE EYCLISE

ORIGINAL: FREICH

SECURITY

COMMUNICA" IONS FROM THE ALFANIAL GOVERLMERT
COWCERNING ILCITENTS IN THE CORFU CHAIMEL

Four communications concerning incidents in the Corfu Channel have
heen received By the Secretary-Gensral from the Albanian Government
dated 30 October, 12, 13, and 27 November 1uk6. The communication.
dated 30 Octcter was circulated to members of the General Assembly on
1 November and the communicetion dated 12 November was also dlstributed as
document A/186. The communications dated 13 and 27 November were brought
to the attention ef the Depertment of Security Council Affairs., Since an
incident im the Corfu Ckanr.l has been brought to the attention of the
Security Council by tte United Kingdom Governmsnt, (dccument S/287) the .
toxts of these communications from the Albanlan Government are reproduced

for the information of the Council.
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I. TELEGRAM FRCM THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
OF THE PEOPLE'S REFUBLIC OF ALBANIA TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL DATED 30 OCTCBER 1946

I have the honour to submit to you, and through you to the
General Asgembly of the United Netions the following:

At 1:00 'p.m, 22 October 1946 four British warships armed with guns
and machine guns and carrying scliicrsg entered our territorial waters aroun
Senaranda Kakomes and Borsh without the authorization of the Government of
Albania, One of these ships bors the number R62, fcllowed by & second one
bearing the number NR41, entered Sanaranda bay inside our-waters coming to
within one kilometre and a kalf of the harbour, uhile'the two~0ther.ships
crulsed in our tefritorial waters opposite Kakomes and Borshi. north of the
hexrbour of Saranda. A patrol boat of ocur coastal Navy sailed toward the sa
warshipslin order to inquire into the motive of such 2 violation of our
territorial waters and to b ..g the neceusary help since smoke and flemss
could be seen escaping from one of the ships. The crew of the British
warships did not condescend to give an explanation to our sailors about the
flagrant violation of the integrity of our country; At 12:30 a.m. of the
next day the four British werships sailed back into Corfu harbour. We have
the honour to point out the fact that within a short period of time
provocative incursions of this kinc from British warships have occurred twi
into our territorial waters and that euach time the creatlion of incidents
vas attempted and our integrity viblated. Moreover, after whet happened on
22 October 1946, on tas morning of 23 October three-engine British plenes,
crz of which was number PK4, flew without the authorization cf the Governms
cf Albania, and with intent %o intimidate and provoke over the district
between the Muzina pass and the village of Radat., On the seme day over
Sarandz Harbour two other British planes fiew on three occasions, very low.

On behalf of the people of /' ™hania and their Govermment we atrongly protest

/to your
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to rour and the General Assembly of the United NationsAagainst such provocative
incursions carried out repeatedly against a people which has fought and
sacrificed itself in the common cause of the Allles and has devoted g1l its
efforts. to the reconstruction of its devastated cruntry, to the strengthening.
of true democracy and to the safeguarding of peace in the world. Apart from
the inJjustice recurrently inflictsl upcn our people in respect orf its rights
of the international plane, righ.: ..cquired et the cost of so much blood -
the creation of innidentas such as those above-mentioned is attempted with

the obJject of hampering the advance of our country along the road of progress
it has marked out fcr itself. Moreover we note that incidents like

those at Saranda which have the ocbvious purpose of violéting the integrity

of our country contribute in nowise to the esteblizhment of friendly
relations between peaceful and progressive nations, but on the contrary

are detrimental to the peace and friendship which must exist and grow

in strength day by day betwe.. the nations for the gocd of progressive

‘humanity.

Albania is a smell peaceful netion which made great efforts during the
fight against Fascism and thus proved how dear it held liberty, independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity. It fought with utmost heroism to
gain them and will keep them forever, not allowing them to be encroached
upon. The people of Albania who have fought with the greatest
gelf-sacrifice for those sacred objeciives - which it is the constant
endeavour of the United Nations to safeguard and consolidate - have the
greateat confidence in this high Organization and therefcre request
its intervention in order to put a stop to such provecations against our
country.

Suzh provocations are detrimental to the close eand sincere friendship,
which must exis%t between peaceful nati-ns, and hinder %he establiakment

of a strong and enduring pea: . to which the pecple of Albania will never
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. fall to make their contridbuili n.
Please accept, Your Excellency, the expression of my highest regeris,
The President of the Council and Minister of Foreign Affalrs of

the Dsople's Republic of Altaniea. Genercl-Colonel: Enver Hoxha.

JIT.  TSLAGEAN
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TI. TTLEGRAM TROM TOE PRESIDENT OF TES COUNCIL OF MNUISTERS OF
THE PROPLE'S REPULLIC OF ALBAUIA TO THE SZCRLTARY-GENIRAL
DATED 12 KOVIMBZR 1045

Eir,

On 10 November 1¢4S, through the intermedtary of its Fmbossy in
Belgrode, the British Go?ernmcnt nctified ouwr Govermment that 1t has
decided tc sweep the Corfu Chamnel on 12 November in accerdance with
the decision taken by the Central Commilttee for Mine Clsarance.

By a note dated 31 October we Informed the British Govermment that
the Government of ouwr Republic had no otjlection to the‘sweeping of any
waters outside Albanien territorial waters hut that any penetration by
foreign ships into our ter:  torial weters without the permission of cur
Goverrment would te regarded as an vnfriendly act and wculd constitute
a violation of Albanian soverelenty.

The intenticn of the ebove-menticned note of the British Goverrment
is to confront Albenia with an accompliched fact, and on thot account we
register a vigorous protest to the United Nations egainst thls unilateral
act, Furthsrmore we have no knowvledge of the Central Committee for Mine
Clearance which has (usorped) all rights end has not troubled % consult
the Albanian Governmept before undertsking mine cleerance in the Ch%nnel
where Albania possesses.undeniable rights, Only a commisaion aprointed
by the United Notions, and of which Albania would be a member, is
entitled to decide what are the non-territorizl waters in the Corfu
Chennel.

Sscondly, we register a vigorous protest with the United MNations
at the insistent demand dr the American Missidén td6 Albania to bring
two war cghips into the Port of Durazzo to talke off its Miscsion which
wighes to leave Albanila. We have authrrized the American Mission to
bring one vnassenger and corgo chip Iinto ovr port and, should it also

/desire



desire 1t, have given vermission for one or two aircraft to he brought
to the Airpert of Tirana to transport the Mission staff.

I beg to remsin, etc,

(Signed) Colonel-General Enver Hoxha1

President of the Cocuncil of
Ministers of the People's
Renublic of Albanie

JIII, ToLEc.L
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JIIT. TELZGRAM FROM UHS PRsSIDENT OF TH® COUNCIL OF MINISTERD
or ‘7'53 ALBAJTAL PEOPIZ'S RULUBLIC TO THX
SEC RTARY -CUILRAT,, DATED 13 NOVIMBER 1uhé,

With referencs to our telesram of protect dated 11 MNovembsr 1945
we have the houmour to comaunicate to rou the following:

Lce 'cne morning -of 12 lovember o lor;e

flyinz
thé En(_;lich flaz have been seiling all over the wabers off the scuthern
Albanian shore between Butrintc and Cerab Curouwn. All the British
vessels In battls formation nevirated in owxr territorinl and
extra-verritorial waters in token of intimidotion and provocation,

To-day, 13 November 19435, at 10:00 a.m, and throughout the whole
day, a large numbe:r of British warships and mine-svespers varying in
number from hour to hour becween 1l and 23 entered our territorial
waters at Santiquaronta at 300-Lu00-1500 mestres {rom the porv on the
vretext of clearinz mines., British varshins frequently fired machine
gun bursts into the air and into the water with a view to creating
incidenus,

-~

In the name ol the pecce-leving and derwcrotic Albania
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in the name of this émnll nation which cn 7 ..pril 1239 suw litsdolini'c
warshins descend upon the port of Durazzo, in the naue of this small
peonle which Tousht for yeors with unsqualled valor w_,f_unst Yagcism
at the side of the jreat Allies and which left 40,330 men Lkilled

and wounded on the battlefields, I bring this btrutal and unilateral
act of the British Govermment to the ottenticn the United . ions.
The Albonian peonls considers this act as @ viclotion of its moat
sacred sovereisn wighits for which the Albvanion people is ab «ll tiues

ready to shed its

p.

I further r=gucst the United Nations %o judge this acy of thas
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Britieh Covsrmment's and to give ovders for the lmmedinte withdriwn

/af the 3} ish
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of tihe British wershivs znd mine-r -~opere Jroil our ports and territoricl |
waters in the interests of vhe maintenance of peace, for the achievenenc 1
of which the Albanian people exerted itself to the full.
I have the honour to be, etc.
Colonel General Enver Hoxha
President of the Council of Miniaster:

of the Albanian People's Republic

'
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IV. TEIEGRW FRCM TAE TRESITENT OF TIE COUNCIL OF
MLNISTEDS OF THE ALBAWIAN FEOPIE'S REFUBLIC
TO THEE SECKETARY-GENERAL DATED
27 NCVEMBER 1946

Uitk reference 0 my notes of wrotest dated 11 and 12 November 1946
I have the hcnour o tring to your rotice and throuzh you to the
Assembly of the United Nationa the following circumstances:

The British Governmsnt'. o.te ﬁo ny Covernment dated

1C Ncverber on the question of the clearance of Albanian

verritorial and extra-territeri-l waters in the Corfu channel

said, "Briti;h ships will be ca.iylng out a asweep of the straits

,on 12 lovember. Such swesping will bs in acccrdance with the

unanimous recomilendation of the Cantral Mine Clearance Becard of

1 November which decided that the gtraits should be swent again"

Mot only wes this a unilaterul act on the rart of the British

Govemmient calculated To trample on Albanian soverignty and to

provoke and intimidate, but the British Govermment's note even

contains & false stotement, Ja 14 Novenber the Centrel Mine

Clearence Board of Londen held a meeting and issued a statement

3igned by the British Captaln Nichols, Hezd of the Central Mi

Clearance Boawrd, which sald: In connscltlon with the statemerts

appecring in the gress a few days ago on the swesping opsrations

carried out by British chips In Albenicn terrivorial waters to

tie north of Coriu, the Central Mine Clezrance Bcard shates

that this clzarance was not cerrled out on its order and hes

not its consent,

I would asi Your Excellency to add thiz fact to cur complaint and
protest, end to draw cle attention ol the Assembly of the United Latlens
to this felse and wicngTul action on the part of the Eritish Government,

I rave the hoaowr to be, ete.

= . Colonel General Enver Hoxha
Pregident of the Council of Ministers

of the Albanian Psopls's Republic





