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, AGENDA ITEM 25
Admission of new Members to the United Nations

ApmissioN oF GHANA TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE
Unitep NATIONS

1. The PRESIDENT: Members will have learned
with gratification that the Security Council has con-
sidered the application of Ghana for admission to mem-
bership in the United Nations [A/3566] and has
unanimously recommended that Ghana be admitted.
The Council’s decision is to be found in document
A/3567. Today the Assembly has before it a draft
resolution submitted bv Australia, Canada, Cevlon,
India, New Zealand, Pakistan and the United King-
dom [A/35691, which when adopted will admit Ghana
to membership in the United Nations.

2. Mr. NOBLE (United Kingdom) : Two days ago,
on 6 March 1957, historic ceremonies in Accra
marked the celebration by the first British dependency
in tropical Africa of its independence within the Com-
monwealth. They were attended by her Royal High-
ness the Duchess of Kent, representing Her Majesty
the Queen, and by representatives of Her Majesty’s

Government in the United Kingdom and of all other

. Commonwealth countries, It was indeed a proud day
in the history of the Commonwealth of Nations.:

3. Ghana’s emergence to statei.ood and independence’

is the latest example of the. flexible and democratic
process by which the Commonwealth developed, a
process animated by love of freedom and by respect
for the individual and for the democratic way of life,
This process has, over the years, and particularly
since the Second World War, brought many people

o
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at its own wish and with the agreement of all other
members, has become a full member of the Common-
wealth. The grant of independence which has brought
this about is not just an isolated act of state. It is not
a single event with no antecedents. It is the final stage
in a steady process directed towards the achievement
of self-government, of the building up of a sound
foundation of democraric institutions, and the establish-
ment of economic and social stability.

5. Independence carries with it heavy responsibilities.
It is not thoughtlessly granted, nor lightly assumed, I
think that the debates in the Houses of Parliament
in Westminster and the statesmanlike remarks made
by Mr. Nkrumah, Ptime Minister of Ghana, at the
independence celebrations about the task that now lies
ahead of his country are sufficient proof of this.

6. In the former Gold Coast this process has been
remarkable i its swiftness. By peaceful and constitu~
tional means, but in a very short space of years, the
statesmien of Ghana and other officials have gained
the experience in democratic government and admin-
istration which now enables them to take their place
on the world stage well equipped to play the valuable
and responsible role that lies ahead of them.

7. The United Nations is particularly well placed to
be able to judge the fitness of Ghana for membership
in the United Nations. From the very foundation of
the United Nations, the Trusteeship Council and the
General Assembly have been observing the measured

development of self-governing institutions in the Gold

Coast, as it then was. This was by virtue of the fact
that the Trust Territory of Togoland under British
administration was administered under the terms of
the Trusteeship Agreement as an integral part of the
Gold Coast. As such, it enjoyed the same political
advance and the same democratic and liberal institu-

" tions as the Gold Coast itself, :

8. Members wiil recall that the General Assembly
considered the question of the future of Togoland
under British administration in great detail in the
early part of thiz session and reached thz conclusion
that the objectives of trusteeship had been achieved
for the first time in the case of this Trust Territory.
It further recommended that the Territory should be
united with an independent Gold Coast [resolution
1044 (XD)]. : :
9, This judgment of the General Assembly coincided
with the views of Her Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom, which L»d two years previously,
at the ninth session of the General Assembly, made
known its proposals for the future of this Trust
Territory.

£./PV.668
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10. The steps which were taken by the General As- 18, Tkis is a proud day for the United Nations, for
sembly following the presentation to it of the United our Organization has played a considerable role in
Kingdom memorandum of 1954 [A4/2660] are well  Ghana’s evolution towards independent nationhood,
known to Members, and I need not repeat them now. As was pointed out yesterday in the Security Council,
But I should like, however, to make a special mention ~ Ghana is a State formed by the union of a former
of the constructive part played throughout by the  Trust Territory with a former Non-Self-Governing
Indian delegation and, in particular, by my friend Mr.  Territory, administered under Chapter XI of the
Krishna Menon. United Nations Charter, but in fact treated by the
11. On Wednesday, 6 March I was glad to be able ~ United Kingdom in a spirit fully in accordance with
to notify the Secretary-General that the final measures  the provisions of Chapter XII. These two Territories—
required by the General Assembly in relation to Togo- Togoland under British administration and the Gold
land under British administration had been completed. =~ Coast—through the efforts of their own people and
At its 775th meeting, the Security Council, by a unani- with the guidance and help of the United Kingdom,
mous vote, recommended to the General Assembly have moved rapidly to a stage which enables them to
that Ghana should be admitted to membership in the take full control of their own affairs. Evidence of their
United Nations. I am confident that the General As-  Political maturity was given last year in the general
sembly will endorse that recommendation by a unani-  elections to Ghana's Parliament, as well as in the
mous vote this afterncon. By so doing, it will happily ~ Dlebiscite in Togoland which took place under United
complete an ordered progr-ss in which the people and ~ Nations supervision. These important undertakings
leaders of Ghana, successive Governments in my own  Were conducted in a manner fully in accordance with
country with the approval and good will of all our  the best democratic traditions.

sister nations in the Commonwealth, and the United 19. This is also a proud day for the Commonwealth.
Nations itself, have all played their full part. We in Australia, who are strong supporters of the
12. My delegation is honoured to join in sponsoring,  Commonwealth ideal, are happy that Ghana, having
together with other members of the Commonwealth, obtained its independence, has decided to remain within

: , : Y ‘ , our free association of independent peoples of differeat
the draft resolution which is now before the Assembly. backgrounds and races, dedicated—as is recognized by

13. Two days ago, Ghana became an independent Py : et '
member of the Commonwealth. Today we of the Com- fe;reeergé);e—w the ideals of justice, progress and
mon.wealth, Wﬂl, I trust, welcome it into the United 20 Th'e United Kingdom in assisting S0 skilfully in
Nations. this happy development, deserves our gratitude and
14. The United Kingdom has, of course, been in a2  our thanks. The Australian delegation takes this op-
special position in its relationship with the Gold Coast.  portunity to express its congratulations to the United
It has worked with the Gold Coast in the most close  Kingdom delegation on this occasion.

and friendly co-operation towards the goal which it 21, Independence Day has been celebrated in Ghana
has now achieved. It has naturally been able, because  with appropriate ceremony and popular enthusiasm.
of this position, to play a greater part in the develop-  Australia was represented by a special delegation, led
ment of that country than other members of the Com-  by-the Australian Minister of State for Air, the Hon-
monwealth could do. Now that Ghana has come t0  oyurable F. M. Oshorne.

full statehood as an equal member of the Common- 23 Ghana now faces the future with all the problems
wealth community, our special position has, in one  ha¢ independent nationhood brings in this modern
sense, come to an end. But the affection we have  worq But in this international community of the
learned to have for its people and the good will built  {United Nations, Ghana will find many friends and,
up in the past will continue undiminished. In this new e are sure, will acquit itself well. On behalf of the
relationship between us, we shall continue to offer  Ayctralian c,lelegation I warmly welcome Ghana to
Ghatp?h whatever assoiétanﬁ: we 1ofan, and vls;e canIaliflure the Assembly !

it of the utmost good will in the years ahead. oW o3 M MI.R KHADM (Paki e TE e el

that Ghana itself has a valuable contribution to make - KHAD (Pakistan): It is with great
both to the Commonwealth and to the United Nations. ?é;?is;ls;&l{l:; gnjgvl:lczvrﬁi}:l gl,' eglt;zsne;lzlstl:}f: r‘i‘é}le?e S};a%:,fe;l:

15. I hope that very shortly, in fact in a very few  ber of the United Nations, With Ghana taking its
minutes, we shall welcome here Mr. Anthony, the  place in this world Organization as an independent
representative of Ghana to the Assembly. My delega-  nation, one more step will have been taken towards
. tion locks forward to the closest and most friendly  the realization of the universality of the United
co-operation with the delegation of Ghana in the  Nations. _
future. . ‘ 24, The emergence of Ghana—an ancient State rich
16. Mr. WALKER (Australia): In a broadcast to  in tradition and culturc--as a sovereign State and
the people of Ghana on Independence Day, the Aus-  Member of the United Nations will be all the more
tralian Minister of State for External Affairs, Mr.  welcome to us because it will surely lead to the re-
Casey, said: “I want to assure you that you can count  newal of many historic ties between the countries no
on Australia as a friend of Ghana.” I speak today in  of the Sahara and the countries south of the Sahara. -
evidence of this friendship and in support of the draft 25  Ghana is in that region of Africa whose voice,
resolution which Australia has sponsored together with  jn the past, has not been heard and whose influence has
- the United Kingdom and other members of the  not been properly felt in the United Nations. We are
Commonwealth. sure that, with Ghana as a Member of the United
17. Yesterday the Security Council wunanimously  Nations, the void will be amply filled, since its repre-
adopted a draft resolution recommending Ghana’s ad-  sentatives will now be in a position to make construc-
mission which had been put forward by the United tive contributions by bringing to the deliberations of
-Kingdom and Australia. I have no doubt that the the United Nations the particular viewpoint of its
Assembly today will give its unanimous approval to. - people in the solution of the many problems facing
the Security Council’s recommendation. " the Organization. '
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26. It is also my pleasure to congratulate the United
Kingdom Government for making possible the orderly
transition of a dependent territory into an independent
one. It is not often in history that a Power holding
dominion over a dependent territory has relinquished
that territory willingly and with understanding. When
such a Power does so, however, the confidence which
is built up between the two nations is of a lasting na-
ture. The Commonwealth of Nations is an expression
of this confidence, and, as a fellow member, we look
forward with great expectation to Ghana’s participa-
tion in it.

27. Even before Ghana attained its full measure of
independence, we in Pakistan had followed with deep
interest the progress made under the inspired leader-
ship of its Prime Minister, Kwame Nkrumah, in de-
veloping in so short a time a sound government based
on demiocratic principles, as well as in making rapid
strides in education, social welfare, trade and industry.

Now that Ghana has become fuily independent, we are -

confident that this progress will be continued in the
spirit of freedom and justice which has now become
the emblem of the new State.

28. We hope that the draft resolution which we have
the honecur to co-sponsor and which recommends the
admission of Ghana will be unanimously adopted.

29. Sir Leslie MUNRO (New Zealand): The New
Zealand delegation welcomes this occasion to co-spon-
sor, and most warmly to commend for adoption, the
draft resolution now before the General Assembly,
providing for the admission of Ghana to membership
in the United Nations. It is our confident hope and
expectation that the support for this draft resolution
will be unanimous.

30. .Ghana’s history and the circumstances of its
emergence as a sovereign State established beyond
question its willingness and its ability to meet the
conditions laid down in the Charter for admission to
this Organization. The purposes which the United
Nations seeks to achieve and the principles which
guide its activities will not be strange to the people
of Ghana, for it was in full conformity with all those
purposes and principles—including the fulfilment of
the purposes of the Trusteeship System in respect of
the Trust Territory of Togoland under British admin-
istration—that assistance was given to Ghana and its
people to achieve their statehood and to take their
place in the community of nations.

31. In offering its congratulations and best wishes
to the newest of Africa’s great free States, my Gov-
ernment wishes at the same time to pay a sincere
tribute to the United Kingdom, whose wise policies
and symipathetic understanding have done so much in
Ghana, as elsewhere in the world, to ensure an orderly
and swift transition from dependence to full sovereignty
and freedom. ‘

32. Ghana’s independence has a double significance
for New Zealand. Not only will Ghana become the
eighty-first Member of this Organization: it also will
become the ninth member of the Commonwealth of
Nations, of which my country is, of course, also a
. member.
3. The Commonwealth has acquired an increased
stature and vitality with the addition to its ranks of
peoples of diverse race and culture. In Asia, many
proud nations have achieved independence—among
them, three countries which are valued members of the
Commonwealth. Now, in Africa, Ghana has been born
kand will take its place in our Commonwealth partner-

ship. The Commonwealth has grown to include within
its unique association Governments and peoples from
all the continents. These Governments and peoples are
not bound by any formal ties, but they share certain
basic beliefs and ideals; they have a common devotion
to a democratic way of life, and their common purpose
is the strengthening of peace and the enlargement of
human freedoms.

34. New Zealand believes that Ghana has much to
gain. from its association with the Commonwealth
family of nations, just as it has much to contribute. We
believe, equally, that, in assuming the obligations and
in enjoying the benefits arising out of membership in
the United Nations, Ghana will have much to gain,
as weil as much to contribute. We wholeheartedly
support its admission and we loock forward to wel-
coming its representatives in this Organization.

35. Mr. LALL (India): It gives the Indian delega-
tion the very greatest pleasure and a sense of pride to
be associated with this occasion when the General As-
sembly will decide unanimously—we are certain—to
admit the re-emerged, reborn State of Ghana to the
United Nations as a Member.

36. In our view, and in the view of the Indian peo-
ple, 6 March 1957 is a day of great imp..tance. We do
not look upon that day as one marking the birth of
a nation ; we look upon it rather as the date commemo-
rating and marking the reemergence, the rebirth of an
ancient culture and an ancient State which has lain
dormant, because of the accidents of history, for the
last several hundred years. :

37. This is part of the process of t... : zbirth of Africa.
In our view, this rebirth of Africa should go on
at a quickening pace so that Africa should take its
proper place in the councils of the world. Too long has
this been delayed. Too long has the world got used to
looking at itself from certain selected vantage points
on the face of the earth, and too long has this given a
distorted picture of what happens and what the peo-
ples of the world want and what it is that has to be
done today in the world community. So, we welcome
the rebirth of Ghana.

38. We admire the people of Ghana for the way they
have conducted their struggle for independence. It
has been a movement of interaction. Names such as
those of George Grant, the great leader in Ghana, Sir
Alan Burns, Mr. Nkrumah, now Prime Minister, and
Sir Charles Arden-Clarke, now the first Governor-
General of the new Dominion of Ghana, come to mind.
These names I have mentioned also symbolize the
wisdom of the United Kingdom, on the one hand, and,
on the other, the courage and fortitude of the people
and leaders of this reborn State in West Africa,

39. We are also extremely happy that, on this occa-
sion, we can congratulate the people of Ghana and the
people of the former Trust Territory of Togoland
under British administration, which is now part of the
independent State of Ghana. Here, on a basis of equal-
ity, the inhabitants of these two erstwhile dependent
areas will go forward as members of the Common-

- wealth of Nations, to which we are happy to belong.

40. It is in this spirit that we welcome here in our
midst Mr. Anthony to represent Ghana, and we know
that the thinking and the contribution which he will
make to this Organization will be something for which
we shall all be deeply grateful. Indeed, may I, on this
occasion when Ghana will first take its place as a
Member of the United .iations, say that it behooves -

all of us to listen with great care and attention to what
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will be said to us in the future by the representative
of Ghana. It is countries such as his, which have not
been heard in the past, which must be listened to with
special attention because, while we other Members
have got used to hearing what we say in this Organiza-
tion, we have a special duty to see to it that the views
of new Members, particularly from those areas of the
. world where representation has been sadly lacking, are
listened to with special attention. It will be in that
spirit that we shall welcome the new representative of
Ghana, and we wish him and his country and his
Government great success in their future life, might I
say, as a Member of the United Nations.
41. Mr. MACKAY (Canada): Two days ago the
Prime Minister of Canada, speaking in the Canadian
Parliament, expressed the great pleasure with which
the people of Canada welcomed Ghana as a new mem-
ber of the Commonwealth of Nations. Today it is my
very great privilege and pleasure to speak on behalf
of Canada as one of the sponsors of the draft resolu-
tion now before the Assembly. This is a straight-
forward document and one which, I am sure, will
raise no controversy. It takes note of the unanimous
recommendation of the Security Council that Ghana
should be admitted to membership in the United Na-
tions and recommends that Ghana’s application be ap-
proved. I have no doubt that we all share this
sentiment.
42. On 6 March, when Ghana became a fully inde-
pendent Staté, recoghized by all Commonwealth Prime
Ministers as a member of the Commonwealth, the
Government and people of Canada were represented
on internationzal television by the Canadian Minister
of Mines and Technical Surveys. The Canadian Gov-
ernment considered it an honour and a rare privilege
to have this representation at the ceremony marking
the final step in the evolution of the Gold Coast into
the fully self-governing nation of Ghana. -
43. ‘This development in the Gold Coast has been an
orderly and constitutional process. It is one which
Canada fully understands, since the peaceful develop-
ment from colony to nation has been an essential part
of our own tradition. In the debates in the General
Assembly concerning evolution towards self-govern-
ment, Canada has consistently urged the desirability of

proceeding by peaceful stages to the ultimate goal of |

independence. We know that this constructive ap-

proach has been the consistent policy of the United .

Kingdom for a great many years. I believe, therefore,
that, in warmly welcoming the people of Ghana to
self-government, to national freedom and to member-
ship in the United Nations, we should pay high tribute
to the United Kingdom for the enlightened attitude
which has led to these happy results, '

44, Although I believe that it is hardly necessary to
do so, I join with other sponsors in heartily recom-
mending that the General Assembly should give the
draft resolution before us its fullest support. I have
complete confidence that Ghana has all the qualifica-
| Hons for membership and that this new African State
will make a most useful contribution to- our Organi-
zation,

45. Mr. GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon): The Gov-
‘ernment of Ceylon considers it a great privilege to be
associated with the other members of the Common-
wealth in sponsoring a draft resolution which would
admit Ghana to membership in the United Nations,
In doing so, I am particularly privileged to be able

to state that my country has been associated with the .

great country of Ghana for a number of years. We
had the same experience as Crown Colonies; we
walked along the same path of constitutional develop-
ment; and it is therefore doubly a pleasure for us 1o
see that Ghana has already—on the heels of Ceylon—
blossomed forth as a full self-governing unit withi
the Commonwealth of Nations.

46. Ceylon and Ghana have been together in many
matters pertaining to the welfare of the world, in
economic development and in other spheres. We have
sometimes shared the same Governors, and we have
therefore watched Ghana’s historical rise with great
attention. It was a Ceylonese who established the first
secondary school in that area. I refer to the Reverend
A. G. Frazer, who had laboured for many years in
Ceylon as head of a famous institution, Trinity Col-
lege, and who established the secondary school in the
Gold Coast which blossomed out into the University of
Achimota, which has played a vital role in the training
of young men in that part of the world. Ceylonese
staff also followed and amongst them I remember
particularly a Ceylonese who was in charge of sports
anv;':lk coached the young African boys of that area in
cricket, :

47. 1t has also been my privilege, in Ceylon’s short
period of memberchip in the United Nations during
the tenth session of the General Assembly, to cast my
vote for a plebiscite in Togoland and to express my
pleasure that my first act in the Assembly would be
to make some contribution towairds the development
of the Gold Coast and Togoland under British admin-
istration as a self-governing unit of the Common-
wealth. It was also the privilege of Ceylon to be as-
sociated with the observation team which conducted
the plebiscite.

48. Qur association with Ghana has been long, and
we therefore take particular delight in welcotning it to
this great assembly of nations. We also welcome
Ghana to that great family known as the Common-
wealth of Nations, I have not the slightest doubt that

"Ghana will play a leading role in the Commonwealth

and in the United Nations. Over the years it has
acquired administrative training and has produced men
of intellect and of outstanding ability who are pre-
pared to play an important role in the affairs of the
country. In those circumstances I feel that Ghana pro-
vides an object lesson for other countries on the Afri-
can continent: they, too, may follow the same path
of constitutional development and they, too, may de-
velop along the same economic lines and, in the not-
too-distant future, achieve self-government themselves.

49. Ceylon and Ghana are proud to have been able
to achieve self-government without any undue hard-
ship caused by leaving the beaten track of constitu-
tional education, and to have achieved it by proving
our fitness to undertake and manage the affairs of our
countries, :

50. T take this opportunity to congratulate the Gov-
ernment of the United Kingdom on the great states-
manship it has displayed in giving the right of full
self-government to Ghana. Ghana will enrich the Com-
monwealth and will also bring to the discussions.in
Commonwealth conferences a new light; it will present
a new face; it will present a picture of Africa as it
should be. And to the United Nations, Ghana, with
its ripe =xperience, will bring a knowledge of affairs
in the great African continent about which, I think,
all of us have a great deal to learn.
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51, I do not think many people know that Ghana is
' very progressive country., Its per capita income is
’higher than that of India, (_:eylon or Pakistan. Ghana
s the biggest cocoa-producing country in the world.
Thus it does not come merely as a new member to
this team, trying to get on its feet; it has been on its
feet for some time and has now attained full maturity
and is able to play a vital role in the affairs of this
great Assembly.

!52. On behalf of the African-Asian group, I have
been asked to convey the felicitations of all the Afri-
can and Asian countries to the great country of Ghana.
} We hope that Ghana will have a bright and prosperous
future and will make no small contribution to the
maintenance of the standards in which we of this world
all believe,

53. Mr. ASHA (Syria); On behalf of the Trustee-
ship Council, I extend the warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the people and Government of
Ghana. I welcome the new, reborn State of Ghana to
the family of the United Nations.

54, The warm and wholehearted vote of Syria and
all the Arab States in favour of the immediate admis-
gion of Ghana to membership in the United Nations
cannot possibly be in doubt—it goes without saying.
If T wish to speak at all, it 4s not to argue in favour of
that admission, for there can really be no argument
about it; I wish, rather, to put into a few words what
I, in my capacity as representative of Syria and Presi-
dent of the Trusteeship Council, feel about the signifi-
cance of this great event for Africa and for the United
Nations.

55.  So peacefully has this last phase of the emergence
of Ghana to full national sovereignty taken place, so
often do we hear the whole process described as an
example of enlightened colonial administration or
“creative abdication,” that some of us may be tempted
to forget the real meaning of this event. But those of
us who come from the vast zones of tlie world which,
in modern times or older times, have seen, felt and
suffered under colonial domination, know this event
for what it really is: a victory, a great victory won by
the people of Ghana and indeed of Africa and Asia
as a whole, in the course of a long and difficult strug-
gle, the end of which is certain, but not yet fully in
sight. It is the struggle of peoples to be free, to express
their national genius through national sovereignty. Let
us be sure of the nature of this struggle, for it is more
than the struggle of the individual man to achieve in-
dividual freedom. There are voices among the colonial
Powers, heard again in very recent days, who claim
that this is all the freedom that the African really needs
—individual liberty within the framework of the laws
and institutions of the colonial Power. Indeed, if we
look at the map of Africa, we see that Ghana itself is
surrounded by millions of Africans, still under colonial
rule, whase needs are supposed to be capable of being
satisfied by this thesis of individual liberty within a
framework of alien authority,

56. But is this kind of freedom sufficient? Is it enough
to liberate the man, but still to confine his liberty
within the framework of a nationality that is not his
own? Ghana has answered these questions again for
us, and has given the same answers as have all of our
peoples represented here today, old and new, who claim
and defend our national sovereignty and independence.
The answer is “No.” To liberate the individual man,
yet keep his people confined, is not enough. To grant
the African liberty circumseribed by loyalty to an alien

State, equality within the limits of alien laws, and
iraternity based on an alien patriotism—this is not
enough, for it still denies him his highest aspirations:
to be one with his own people and to find expression
and destination with them as a nation.

57, The statements which the Prime Minister of
Ghana, Mr. Kwame Nkrumah, has made in the past
few days of celebration in the new State show that
he knows these truths perfectly well. For his own
people he has achieved that full liberation of which I
have spoken, that liberation, not only of the individual,
but also of the nation; but he remains profoundly con-
scious that the struggle to achieve it still has to be
fought by and for millions of others in Africa for whom
Ghana, and other new nations before it, are leading
the way.

58. I recognize the realism of the policy the United
Kingdom Government then followed of co-operating
to the utmost with the elected leaders of the Geold
Coast to bring about the earliest fulfillment of their
aspirations. It has provided an example to be uni-
versally acclaimed, and—if only this were true—io
be universally emulated.

59. 1 do not need to dwell further on the very great
significance, which all of us must surely appreciate, of
the attainment of nationhood by. Ghana, which culmi-
nates today in its acceptance, by the Assembly, into
the international community, But I feel that this his-
toric moment should not be allowed to pass without
recalling how close a link the people of Ghana already
have with the United Nations,

60. We have treated Ghana for the past ten years as
the Gold Coast, a Non-Self-Governing Territory un-
der Article 73 of the United Nations Charter, We have
looked at the statistics of its econmomic progress, the
symptoms of its social problems, its struggles against il-
literacy and against shortages of technicians. We have
examined this information with increasing interest for
its achievements in these so-called non-political fields,
and we have come to think of it as setting the pace for
large parts of Africa. And all the while, within the
confines of Article 73 e of the Charter, we have been
thinking of its increasingly vital role in the vanguard
of the political emancipation of Africa,

61. But if we had no business—which is a matter for
argument—in thinking these political thoughts or put-
ting them into speeches or into draft resolutions as far
as the Gold Coast proper was concerned, we at least
had every right to do so, under the trusteeship pro-
visions of the Charter, in regard to that part of Ghana
which was, until midnight on 5 March, the Trust Ter-
ritory of Togoland under DBritish administration.
Whether for good or iil, Togoland was administered
as an integral part of the Gold Coast, and because it
was so thoroughly integrated, it gave us a most con-
venient observation point—through the back door, so
to speak—to watch what was going on in the Geld
Coast, ‘

62. If we enjoyed having this observation post on the
Gold Coast, there were at least some of us who did not
feel happy about the circumstances which gave rise to
it. We feit that the integration of Togoland under Brit-
ish administration with the Gold Coast was too com-
plete and too thorough to allow the aspirations of the
Trust Territory to have free play, and to give its peo-
ple the fullest possible opportunity to create, if they
wished, a State of their own in company with Togo-
land under French administration. But within these
limits, the matter was eventually resolved by the peo-
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ple of Togoland themselves, who decided by a majority
in the plebiscite held in May 1956, the first held under
United- Nations supervision, that they wanted to unite,
at least in the first instance, with the people of an in-
dependent Gold Coast.

63. Togoland under British administration has at-
tained a full measure of independence as part of the
independent Ghana for two good reasons which satisfy
the African aspirations of which I have spoken earlier:
first, because these people are one and the same; and
secondly because this association is based on self~deter-
mination, not only in principle, but also in practice,
through a plebiscite controlled at all stages—irom the
phrasing of the guestions put to the people through
the counting of the votes—by the United Nations it-
self. We take pride—and in this I feel I am speaking
for all Members—in the attainment under these cir-
cumstances of the objective of independence by the
first Trust Territory to do so.

64. But the Togoland story has not yet been closed.
It cannot be closed until all of the peoples of the two
Togolands, the great majority of whom still remain
under trusteeship, are allowed in the same free, en-
lightened and unfettered spirit to determine their own
destiny, Togoland, for Africa and for the United Na-
tions, is a piece of unfinished business; we look to the
new State of Ghana to contribute in no small way to
its solution, as it will contribute, through its own vital
experience and its own genius, to the solution of all the
remaining problems of Africa and the world as a
whole.

65. Mr. DE MARCHENA (Dominican Republic)
(translated from Spawish): As Chairman of the
Fourth Committee at the eleventh session, I am par-
ticularly grateful to the President for allowing me to
speak. I shall be very brief.

66. The admission of the new State of Ghana, which
appeared upon the international scene only a few
hours ago, displaying its national emblem and ready
to carry out all the obligations which the world com-
munity of nations imposes on its members, is an event
which we cannot disregard. It is a very dramatic, a
great and historic moment for the United Nations,
which has been instrumental in gaining recognition
for this African State, a State which is steeped in age-
old traditions and culture; and only a few weeks ago
this Organization had to consider the termination of
the Trusteeship Agreement which, since 1946, had
protected part of the territory now forming the new
State,

67. The principle of universality is still bearing fruit;
but it involves something more tangible and more beau-
tiful: Ghana—a large part of which used to be the
Gold Coast, where the flag of the United Kingdom
flew, and the rest, Togoland under British administra-
tion, where the flags of the United Nations and the
United Kingdom were twin symbols of the same as-
pirations and struggle towards seli-government and
independence—is adding its share to the African con-
tribution to the world Organization and offering to
play its part in the family of nations.

68. Thanks to hard thinking and devotion to the same
ideal, independence was achieved and a new State
established, A tribute is also due to the United King-
dom, for having prepared the country, judiciously,
without haste and without changing the concept of the
formation or structure of the State, for its transforma-
tion into the new and independent community.

69. We must congratulate Mr. Nkrumah, the Prime
Minister of Ghana, and his colleagues, the determined
champions of an ideal which now has become a reality;
they deserve the praises heard from every continent
expressing satisfaction at the birth of a new nation,
70. The delegation of the Dominican Republic, of
which I am Chairman, is particularly happy to con-
gratulate the State of Ghana, as this new entity re-
ceived its first support from the United Nations. It
was in the Fourth Committee, under my humble chair-
manship, that the constitutional position was con-
sidered and an important step made towards the
achievement of independence through the termination
of the Trusteeship Agreement after the inhabitants of
Togoland under British administration had shown
their desire to form a new State by union with the
Gold Coast.

71. We must also congratulate the United Kingrlom,
as Ghana brings new blood into the British Common-
wealth, thus proving its devotion and gratitude to the
nation which was formerly the guardian of its destiny;
and the United Nations, in the midst of the vicissitudes
of our times, has won a triumph, for it recognized the
new nation and admitted it to membership in all the
splendour of its youth and strength.

72. Mr. TSIANG (China): Yesterday it was the
pleasure of my delegation in the Security Council to
vote for the admission of Ghana to membership in the
United Nations, It will again be the pleasure of my
delegation to do likewise today. Our vote in connexion
with this question is, first of all, an expression of the
good will which the people and Government of China
feel towards the people and Government of Ghana. We
wish this new, independent nation, Ghana, prosperity
and progress.

73. Mr. Asha, the President of the Trusteeship Coun-
cil, in addressing us a moment ago, expressed a very
important viewpoint, My country has been among the
foremost in the fight against colonialism. Our vote
from this viewpoint is cast as an expression of appre-
ciation for the good work of the Government of the
United Kingdom in the Gold Coast and Togoland un-
der British administration, which together form the
independent Ghana, '

74, Togoland under British administration was a

Trust Territory. It is evident that the United Kingdom
has faithfully fulfilled the trust that the United Nations

placed in it. The independence of Ghana and its ad-

mission to the United Nations are at once a vindication

of the soundness of the International Trusteeship Sys-

tem and of the good faith of the Government of the

United Kingdom. ‘

75. The Gold Coast was a colony. I know very well -
that colonialism has not enjoyed a good reputation, It
is obvious to us all that the United Kingdom, in ad-"
ministering the Gold Coast, has actually conducted its
administration in accordance with the principles and
spirit of the Charter.

76. The evolution of Ghana makes us all pause and:
refrain from passing sweeping judgments on all col
nial administrations. The evolution of Ghana makes
possible for at least some of us to believe that it i
possible for a colonial administration to be both con
structive and beneficent. From this angle, the admi
sion of Ghana to the United Nations has addition
significance.

77. Mr. URQUIA (EI Salvador) (tromslated fro
Spanish) : It 1s a great honour for me, as representa
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tive of El Salvador and on behalf of the other Iatin-
American Republics, to express the sincere satisfaction
of our peoples and our Governments, at both the re-
cent establishment of the independent State of Ghana
and the unanimous admission of Ghana into the United
Nations, which will certainly become a reality in a
few moments.

78. Both events have crowned the prolonged efforts
of the peoples of the new State and of the United
Kingdom, and the efforts of the United Nations itself,
under whose International Trusteeship System the
Territory of Togoland under British administration
remained for several years and under whose supervi-
sion, within the framework of Chapter XTI of the Char-
ter, the Gold Coast also was administered. Both Ter-
ritories are now part of the new State, which is now
becoming a Member of our Organization,

79. The United Nations should be proud that the

territories and peoples for whose administration and

preparation for a free political life the United Nations
assumed responsibilities when the Charter was signed
at San Francisco are now hecoming independent
States.

80. On behalf of the twenty Latin-American Repub-
lics, I should like to congratulate warmly, not only the
Government and people of Ghana, but also all the
countries of the African-Asian group in the General
Assembly, the Government of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth, the members of the British Commonwealth
of Nations of which the new political entity has become
a part, and all those who, in one way or another, have
contributed to Ghana’s entry into international life.
81. Allow me also to extend the most cordial wel-
come to the representative of Ghana, who will cer-
tainly, as from today, belong to the diplomatic family
of the United Nations, to the joy of us all

82. Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (France) (iranslated
from French) : The French delegation will vote in sup-~
port of the draft resolution submitted by Australia,
Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand, Pakistan and
the United Kingdom in favour of the admission of the
new State of Ghana to membership in the United
Nations. '
83. As I mentioned yesterday in the Security Coun-
cil, all the procedural difficulties arising from the sub-
mission of this application, which was drafted only
the day before yesterday, appear to have been over-
come with unusual rapidity. The fact that the eleventh
session of the General Assembly is drawing to a close
accounts for this achievement.

84. The fact that this new State is becoming a mem-
ber of the Commonwealth of Nations, the guarantees
provided by the sponsors of the draft resolution and
the statements made by M. Nkrumah, the Prime Min-
ister, at the inaugural ceremony, are pledges of great
value in the eyes of the French delegation,

85. We are thus prepared to recognize that the State
of Ghana meets the requirements of Article 4 of the
Charter and to acknowliedge that the declaration con-
tained in the telegram of the Prime Minister of Ghana
[A/3566] is for the time being sufficient for the As-
sembly to take a decision as the Security Council did
yesterday.

86. The French delegation offers its good wishes for
the future of the new State and, as Vice-President of
the Assembly, I shall associate myself with the other
delegations who welcome Mr. Anthony when he comes
to take his place amongst us as representative of the
new Member State.

87. Mr. VITETTI (Italy): On behalf of the repre-
sentatives of European countries, I wish to extend our
full support to the draft resolution introduced by the
members of the British Commonwealth of Nations to
the effect that Ghana be admitted to the United
Nations.

88. There are several reasons why we should view
this event with particular satisfaction. Ghana is a
newly born State which, on the very day of its birth,
has asked to join our Organization and declared its
readiness to assume all the responsibilities that are
inherent therein. This means, in our view, that the
body of rules of a high moral standard which are con-
tained in our Charter are becoming more and more
the standard of behaviour for all peoples, so that nowa-
days no nation feels like ignoring them any more. Such
a process cannot but strengthen the authority of our
Organization and enhance the role it plays in world
affairs,

89. Another reason for gratification is that Ghana
is an African State, ready to contribute its share to the
activities of the United Nations and world co-opera~
tion. I think few countries can appreciate the impor-
tance of such a contribution more than Italy, because
of its geographical position, the close relations we have
had for centuries with the peoples of Africa and the
fact that Italy has been entrusted by the United Na-
tions with the challenging task of bringing one of those
peoples to independence.

90. There is, finally, a particular reason for rejoicing
by the United Nations at today’s event: it is the fact
that Ghana includes the former Trust Territory of
Togoland under British administration, which is thus
the first Trust Territory to attain the objective of the
Trusteeship System. This proves the basic soundness
of this system and augurs well for its future working.
91. In concluding these remarks, my delegation
wishes to express its very sincere praise to the people
and Government of Ghana and to the United Kingdom
administration for the great work they have accom-
plished. In welcoming Ghana among us, we express
our most sincere wishes to the people of Ghana and
look forward to the most fruitful friendship and co-
operation with the new State of Ghana, both inside
and outside the United Nations,

92. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics) (translated from Russian): The Soviet dele-
gation warmly congratulates the people of the new
African State of Ghana on their attainment of national
independence.

93. The creation of a new State on the African con-
tinent cannot fail to call forth the warmest approval of
all peace-loving peoples in the world, who feel a deep
sympathy with the ever-growing movement among the
African peoples towards their national liberation,
Ghana is the fourth African State to have gained ad-
mission to the United Nations during the past two
years.

94, At the present time powerful factors are at work
in the world, irreparably shattering the moribund colo-
nial system and inciting the peoples of Asia and Africa
to strive for their freedom and independence as States.
05, The Soviet delegation earnestly hopes that the
day is not far off when all those peoples who are still
in a state of colonial dependence will throw off the
shackles of the imperialist system of colonialism and
attain national independence.

96. The participation of the State of Ghana in the
activities of the United Nations will undoubtedly help
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it to solve many of the tasks confronting it as 2 new
State and to develop its international ties on the basis
of equal rights and respect for national independence
and sovereignty, We are, at the same time, convinced
that the admission of the State of Ghana into the
United Nations will help increase the Organization’s
authority and further the realization of its purposes and
principles.

97. These were the considerations which prompted
the Soviet delegation to vote in the Security Council
for the admission of the State of Ghana to membership
in the United Nations. The Soviet delegation will vote
the same way in the Assembly.

98. Mr, LODGE (United States of America): The
United States will vote here in the General Assembly
for the admission of Ghana to the United Nations, as
we did in the Security Council. We look forward to
friendly relations at the United Nations with the
representatives of Ghana.

99. The United States sees in Ghana a peace-loving
State whichk accepts the obligations of the Charter and
is able and willing to carry them out. We were happy
that this opinion was shared unanimously in the Se-
curity Council yesterday. Today’s vote, I am sure,
will confirm overwhelmingly the Security Council’s
judgment,

100. In the Security Council yesterday, I had the
pleasure of paying tribute to the wise policy of the
United Kingdom which has led to Ghana’s independ-
enice and to the happy relationship which exists today
between the United Kingdom and Ghana, Let me
again pay tribute to this example of British states-
manship,

101. Ghana’s independence is also of special interest
to Americans. The ancestors of many of our fellow
Americans came from there, Many Americans of whom
I was one, visited Accra during the war. Prime Minis-
ter Nkrumah studied here in the United States. The
Vice-President of the United States, Mr. Nixon,
headed a delegation of distinguished Americans to be
present at Ghana’s independence day.

102. Ghana joins the United Nations at a momentous
time in the history of this Organization. The respon-
sibilities which this new State assumes by its member-
ship are heavy, but the weight of responsibility is over-
shadowed by the opportunities which United Nations
membership offers for constructive efforts to prevent
war, to harmonize international relations and fc co-
operate in solving problems of an economic, social,
cultural and humanitarian character. The United States
welcomes the opportunity to co-operate fully with
Ghana in these Tinited Nations efforts.

" 103, We extend to the people and to the Government
of Ghana and to Ghana’s associates in the Cimmon-
wealth our sincere congratulations and bast wishes.

104. My, ESKELUND (Denmark): On behalf of
my own delegation and the delegations of Finland,
jceland, Nerway and Sweden, I am very happy to
welerme to our family of nations a new Member: that
rebori. African land of great traditions, the inde-
pendent State of Ghana. .

105. During the tenth session of the General Assem-

bly, I represented my country in the Fourth Com-
mittee during its discussion of the problem of Togo-
land under British administration. I had the pleasure
then of listening on several occasions to a representa-
‘tive of the Gold Coast, and I vividly recall how im-
pressed I was with the great political wisdom and the

very constructive spirit which permeated those
speeches,

106. My country, like the other Nordic countries,

has always held strongly to the principle of the uni-

versality of the United Nations, For that reason, we

are highly gratified at the fact that another country

from the African continent, having won its complete

ilgdependence, will now be admitted to the United
ations.

107. May I, in this connexion, also express our
heartfelt congratulations to the United Kingdom for
this latest result of a far-sighted and wise policy to-
wards hitherte non-self-governing peoples—a policy
which has already produced so many important
achievements beneficial both to the British Common-
wealth of Nations and to the world at large.

108. In conclusion, I wish merely to recall the ancient
relations which link my country, Denmark, to this
country which since 6 March has been called the State
of Ghana. A castle bearing the old Danish name of
Christiansborg, which was, about twe hundred yeats
ago, the centre of a tiny Danish trade settlement on
the coast, is still a picturesque and beautiful reminder
of those days.

109. Mr. ALEMAYEHOU (Ethiopia): The Ethio-
pian delegation wholeheartedly supports the seven-
Power draft resolution previding for Ghana’s admis-
sion to the United Nations. No country covld be hap-
pier than Ethiopia at seeing Ghana, a sister Afcican
nation, win its independence and sit among all the
sovereign States of the world in this great Or-
ganization.

11G. The great empire of Ghana was an ancient and
powerful State with a high degree of civilization until
it was overrun and devastated by foreign invaders in
about the eleventh century. Even in the darkest period
of their history, the people of Ghana never lost their
courage, They fought for a long time to maintain their
independence—until they met the common destiny of
of African people in later years. Now the rebirth of
Ghana to independent nationhood constitutes a torch-
light showing the lost way of free life to the African
people still under colonial domination, and a new way
of co-operation to the colonial Powers. Whether the
colonial Powers will see this new way before it is too
late depends upon their wisdom and the statesmanship
of their leaders.

111. My delegation is sure that the reborn Ghana
will bring new vigour and vitality to the United Na-
tions and thereby contribute a great deal to the
strengthening and enrichment of this Organization.

112. May I take this opportunity to congratulate the
people of Ghana on this historic event in -their national
life, and to pay a tribute on behalf of my Government
to the United Kingdom Government for its wise and
far-sighted guidance in promoting Ghana to full, sove-
reign statehood. My delegation also congratulates the
United Nations for the very important part it played
in the promotion of the independence of Togoland as
a component part of the free and sovereign State of
Ghana. ’

113. Mr. EBAN (Israel): The. Government and
people of Israel cherish the relations of friendship
which they enjoy with many countries or the continent
of Africa. Qur representatives rejoiced to attend the
recent proclamation and celebration of Ghana’s inde-
pendence. ' L ' '

114. Once again, we are reminded of the swifi rise
of new political and cultural wunits to the duties and
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responsibilities of sovereignty. This rapid expansion of
the international community under the guidance of the
United Nations has been one of the momentous devel-
opments in the international history of this decade. We
are ptoud, therefore, to add Israels voice to those
uplifted here today in welcoming a new sovereign State
into the family of nations.

115, Mr. KING (Liberia): My delegation is pto-
foundly moved and deeply touched to see and welcome
the emergence of another State in Africa. This feeling
is all the more significant since we can appreciate the
hazardous road that the people of this new nation have
travelled in their aspiration for independence. This is
especially noteworthy when one realizes that Ghana
has obtained its objective through mutual co-operation
rather than through violence.

116. In an age rapidly advancing in scientific and
technological development, it becomes increasingly de-
sirable that the fullest effect should be given to our
Organization’s universal character. Since the chain is
no stronger than its weakest link, it will require the
contribution of great and small, developed and under-
developed nations of the world to achieve universal
peace and security, for which the peoples of the world
so ardently long.

117. The remarkable development of the State of
Ghana while it was under guardianship provides a
unique example of what can be accomplished through
the processes of mutual co-operation and good will
among peoples. We have only to look back on the
accomplishments of the United Nations during the past
eleven years to realize some of the benefits of pooling
our efforts and labouring together to make the world
a much better place in which to live. As the people
of Ghana well know, my country has always welcomed
their men and women who have worked alongside of
us on an equal footing in our commercial enterprises
and our social, religious and national institutions.
118. To the people of Ghana, therefore, zmd to their
stalwart and progressive leaders, Liberia joins in of-
fering its hand in friendship, with the hope that the
future will bind our two peoples even closer together
with ties of understanding and good will. Their wise
leadlership and approach to achieving independence
give us a fair indication of the contribution which they
will be able to make towards our efforts to secure and
maintain peace and prosperity in the world, through
the various organs of the United Nations. Ghana will
certainly assist the other States in Africa in finding
ways to present Africa as it .sh-o‘ul-d be presented—
and certainly from the viewpoint of the continent of
Africa.

119. My delegation will proudly and enthusiastically
cast its v};te ing'favour of the admission of the State of
Ghana to full membership of the United Nations.

120. Mr. JOJA (Romania) ( translated from
French): On behalf of the Romanian delegation, I
should like to associate myself with the welcome to
Ghana, the new African State Wthh’ has become a
Member of the United Nations. Ghana's attainment of
independence, on 6 March, was greeted by the Ro-
manian people with deep feelings of satisfaction a?ld
sympathy. In connexion with this event, we saluted the
significant progress which has been made in the anti-
colonialist struggle and the e'fforts ‘of the peoples of
Africa to achieve their national independence and

sovereignty. . . el ad
121. The people of Ghana have won univ d-
miration bypthlgir heroic struggle for the noble cause

of freedom. The Romanian Government has shown its
interest in establishing friendly relations between our
countries by appointing an official delegation to parti-
cipate in celebrations at Accra.

122, In voting for the admission of Ghana to the
United Nations, we wish to emphasize our conviction
that the new State will be able to fulfil all its obliga-
tions and that it will, by its presence in the United Na-
tions, make an effective contribution to the work of the
Organization,

123. Ghana—the name conjures up the flourishing
mediaeval civilization of Africa mentioned in history,
As Ward, the well-known English historian, has said
in his Short History of the Gold Coast, the civilization
of Ghana and of the other empires of the Sudan was
more advanced than Europe’s at the same period;
splendid buildings were constructed, codes of laws
were drawn up, poems and stories and books on agri-
culture, medicine and science were written, mainly in
Arabic, and there were many universities. The State
of Ghana will be able to draw sustenance in its future
development from this rich storehouse of history,
and from the invigorating experience it has gained in
its recent struggle,

124, 1 am particularly happy, on this occasion, to be
able to convey to the representatives of Ghana our
congratulations and our most sincere good wishes for
the consolidation of the independence and for the
prosperity of their country.

125. Mr. FAWZI (Egypt): May I, on behalf of
Egypt, join in welcoming to the United Nations the
sister African State of Ghana, whose attainment of
full nationhood and freedom symbolizes the spirit of
our times and warms the hearts of all who believe in
and stand for the growth of the dignity of all the peo-
ples of the earth and their inborn and natural right to
be free. Ghana's independence marks still another
most welcome stage in a process which is in sharp
and healthy contrast to the old and rapidly disappear-
ing system of domination and exploitation. Among
other things, it is in sharp contrast with Africa’s par-
tition in the nineteenth century among the then big
Powers, and it is also an expression of a great element
of foresight and wisdom in the world which points
the way to freedom and to comradeship and co-opera-
tion among the peoples of the world as distinct and
apart from the other system of domination and ex-
ploitation. The world is more and miore speedily be-
coming aware of the fact that exploitation gives the
poorest dividends and that, on the contrary, the magic
wand of freedom is capable of creating and producing
wonders. Co-operation, teamwork among free peoples,
with the aid of its new allies modern science and the
new light of the Charter of the United Nations, can
make this a really happy world to live in. Let us hope
and work for that. o
126. The United Nations today, with the admission
of Ghana, will be a richer and happier Organization
and will have more reason to be proud of its accom-
plishments and of the widening and broadening of the
horizons from which it looks at the world and its
problems and the future. We are sure that Ghana will
contribute abundantly and copiously to our work and
we hope that all will unanimously approve and applaud
the admission of Ghana to this Organization,

127. Mr. MUSTAFA-MEDAIN (Sudan): When
my delegation takes the floor to show its pleasure and

1\W. B F. Ward, Short History of the Gold Coast (London,
Allen and Unwin, 1952).
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pride in connexion with the admission to the United
Nations of a new country like Ghana, we know that
both the Government and the people of Ghana know
beforehand our great happiness and profound gratifica-
tion on this happy occasion. Our cordial and friendly
relation with a sister African country, and our natural
and everlasting ties with the Gold Coast, now the
proudly free Ghana, are sufficient to indicate our infi-
nite pride on the occasion of the admission of free and
independent Ghana to the United Nations, and thqse
cordial relations are sufficient in themselves to decide
our attitude.

128. Indeed, our pride and pleasure exceed those of
many others. The admission of free Ghana is a new
sign of an Africa marching towards freedom and na-
tional independence in gigantic strides. The admission
of Ghana is, furthermore, another invitation to all colo-
nial people in Africa to struggle for their independence.,
For those reasons only, among so many others, my
delegation is proud to vote for the admission of Ghana
to the United Nations. Its vote for the admission of
a sister country is one which invites the nations of
Africa to co-operate with my country and others in
pursuit of the legitimate and honourable cause of free-
ing all African peoples from the yoke of colonialism.
We are extremely proud to have here this new and
reborn country of Ghana, and my delegation will vote
in favour of its admission to the United Nations,
knowing that it will only add to the cause of peace
and justice, which we all wish to see prevail every-
where on earth.

129. The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now
vote on the draft resolution submitted by Australia,
Canada, Ceylon, India, New Zealand, Pakistan and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland [A4/3569].

130. The vote will be taken by roli-call,

A vote was taken by roll-call.

Luxembourg, having been drawn by lot by the Presi-
dent, was called upon to vote first,

In fovowr: Luxembourg, Mexico, N epal, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portu-
gal, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Sweden,
Syria, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uru-
guay, Venezuela, Yemen, VYugoslavia, Afghanistan,
Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Boli-
via, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet So-
clalist Republic, Cambodia, Canada, Ceylon, Chile,
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Greece, Guate-
mala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Laos,
Lebanon, Liberia, Libya,

Against: None.

The draft resolution was adopted by 76 wotes to
none,

131. The PRESIDENT: Before calling on the next
speaker I wish to announce that the representative of
Morocco wishes Morocco’s vote to be included among

the affirmative votes in the roll-call on the admission
of Ghana,

132. 1 am pleased to announce therefore that it ig
the unanimous decision of the General Assembly to
admit Ghana to membership in the Organization.

The representative of Ghana was escorted to his
place in the General Assembly hall.

133. The PRESIDENT: It is a happy privilege and
a particular pleasure for me to welcome the represen-
tative of our eighty-first Member, the sovereign and
independent State of Ghana, which celebrated its newly
won independence on 6 March 1957.

134.  The national independence of Ghana is of special
interest to the United Nations, for it is a concrete evi-
dence of the happy application of Chapters XI and
XII of the Charter involving genuine co-operation
among all concerned, who are, therefore, warmly to be
congratulated. This {s truly the United Nations way.
135. The experience of Ghana, I am confident, will
be of great value to the General Assembly, not only in
regard to development towards freedom‘, b_ut also in
regard to the general problems of peace, justice, funda-
mental human rights and the economic and social ad-
vancement of peoples, I therefore look forward to the
fruitful participation of the representative of Ghana in
the deliberations of the General Assembly and, on be-
half of my fellow representatives and myself, I offer
our sincerest good wishes to him, as well as to his
country and people.

136. Mr. ANTHONY (Ghana): I should like to
express to the President andto the representatives in
the General Assembly, on behalf of the Government
of Ghana, the deep regret that, because of the cele-
brations in Accra, the consequent heavy air bookings
between West Africa and the United States, and the
shortness of time, the Government was mot able to
send a senior representative to the United Nations for
this happy and auspicious occasion. B3ut I count myself
personally fortunate that the honour of representing
my country today has fallen on me.

137. Vesterday, in the Security Council, I watched
with great happiness while member after member
welcomed my country’s application for membership in
this august body. Today, T have listened with emotion
to the warm speeches of welcome and the trihutes ad-
dressed to my Governmeent. I can assiire the Assemblv
that I will convey all these sentiments to the DPrime
Minister, the chiefs and people of Ghana. I am sure
I may say, on behalf of my Government, that on
some appropriate occasion in the future, a snitable
reply to the welcome which the Assembly has accorded
to Ghana on its first appearance in this Assemblv will
be made. )

AGENDA 1TEM 66

Question considered by the first cemergency apes
cial session of the General Assembly from 1 to
10 November 1956 (continned)

138. The SECRETARY-GENERATL.: The General
Assembly has before it a report on the Israel with-
drawal [4/3568]. T would like to supplement the re-
port with the latest available information,

139, The last Israel troops cleared Rafalh Camp at
1645 hours GMT yesterday, 7 March, ’I’hcrualfmr.
there were no Israel troops it the Gaza strip.

140.  United Nations Emergency Foree troops en-
tered Sharm el Sheikh at 16.00 hours GMT today, 8
March. The Israel withdrawal by sea is proceedin{;v‘us
planned. By now, no Israel forces remain in Sharm el
Sheikh, or on Tiran island, However, a number of
noperative Israel vehicles, with a smiajl party of me-
chanics and dock personnel, will remain in Sharm el



General Assembly—Eleventh session—Plenary Meetings

1315

Sheikh until they can be evacuated by sea, on 12
March.

141. Having taken the floor for this addition to my
report on the withdrawal, I would ask the President’s
permission to elaborate on another point mentioned
in the report to which I feel entitled to direct special
attention for reasons which I hope will be fully ap-
preciated by the Members.

142. 1In the report, I have referred to the important
role which will be played by the United Nations Re-
lief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) in assisting the Force in its

immediate task in the present phase of its operation. -

For the past several years, UNRWA has been charged
by the General Assembly with the task of aiding the
Palestine refugees in four different areas. In Gaza, the
refugees number about 220,000, some two-thirds of the
total population. The Agency has fed them, provided
shelter for those who needed it and, in co-operation
with the civilian organization, provided or paid for
their medical care and welfare. Of the remainder of the
population of about 100,000 people, about 60 per cent
have required assistance, and this has normally been
provided by the civilian administration. In this initial
period, UNRWA will now necessarily be called upon
to extend its services to include the distribution of
rations to the needy non-refugees in Gaza. I envisage
a similar extension of its activities in respect of the
operation of hospitals, schools and welfare activities
for all of the population.

143. Although these extended responsibilities go be-
yond UNRWA’s terms of reference, which apply only
to services to Palestine refugees, the Director of
UNRWA, as indicated in the report, has agreed to
assume these tasks within the limits of practical pos-
sibilities and within the framework set by the present
obligations of the Force.

144, The Assembly certainly shares my view that
UNRWA at this moment plays a role which is more
important than ever. Without UNRWA’s contribu-
tion, the task of the Force in this initial phase would
have presented insuperable difficulties. Its position is
considerably strengthened by the stocks, facilities and
trained personnel that UNRWA has on the spot.

145, In the circumstances to which I have referred,
I feel entitled to draw the attention of the Assembly
to the very grave and urgent problem of UNRWA’s
finances, The Director has already stressed and ex-
plained this situation in his annual report [4/3212],
in his special report [4/3212/Add.1] and in his state-
ments to the Special Political Committee.2 I have not
gone into the financial problems arising at this stage of
our work, but it should be obvious, in the light of
what I have said and of the explanations given by the
Director, that substantial payments are required im-
mediately in support of UNRWA's activities. The
Members of the Assembly will certainly appreciate
that the United Nations cannot contemplate curtailing
its operatien for the Palestine refugees elsewhere while
continuing or expanding its services in Gaza. If
UNRWA'’s budgets were fully subscribed, this would
provide, at least temporarily, reserves urgently needed
for the increasing responsibilities in Gaza. It is there-
fore imperative that outstanding pledges be paid im-
mediately and that pledges and payments be increased
‘to the full extent of the capacity of Member Govern-
ments. : :

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Eleventh Ses-
sion, Special Political Committee, 23rd and 35th meetings.

146. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): To-
day marks compliance with resolution 1124 (XI) of 2
February 1957, with the withdrawal of Israel from
Egypt. The way now lies open to carry out resolution
1125 (XI), which aims at achieving peaceful condi-
tions after withdrawal.

147. This is an event in the history of the United
Nations which is full of deep meaning for all people
in the world, wherever they may be, who wish to be
saved .from the scourge of war. It is an event which
reflects credit on Israel, a nation which has heeded the
call of world opinion. It is an event which reflects
credit on those Members, notably Egypt;.which, by
patience and forbearance, have demonstrated <heir
steadfast faith in the United Nations. It is an event
which reflects credit on the skill, wisdom and devotion
to duty of the Secretary-General. It is an event which
proves again the value of the United Nations as an
Organization which plays an indispensable part in
causing the world, as in this case, to take a turn away
from war.

148. The United States welcomes the report of the
Secretary-General and pledges its support to assure
that what has now been achieved will be used as a
foundation on which to build a future for the people
of the Near East free from the danger of conflict. As
is fitting, the report dwells on the constructive pur-
poses of resolution 1125 (XI) of 2 February. This
resolution stated that, after full withdrawal of Israel
from the Sharm el Sheikh and Gaza areas, the scrupu-
lous maintenance of the General Armistice Agreement
between Egypt and Israel [S5/1264/Rev.1] required
the placing of the United Nations Emergency Force
on the Egyptian-Israel armistice demarcation line and
the implementation of other measures proposed in the
Secretary-General’s report of 24 January 1957
[A/3512] to assist in achieving situations conducive
to the maintenance of peaceful conditions in the area.

149. The steady worsening of conditions along the
armistice demarcation line, which culminated in the
hostilities of October 1956, demonstrated how fear of
aggression on one side begets fear on the other, and
out of this fear comes danger for the future. It was to
head off this danger that the Assembly endorsed the
deployment of the Force on the armistice line and in
the area of the Straits of Tiran. It was with this
danger in mind that I pointed out on 28 January
[645th meeting] that the deployiment of the Force must
be such as to assure a separation of the armed forces
of both sides, as required by the Armistice Agreement.

150. Now that we approach #.i new stage in the
deployment of the Force, the United States appeals to
all concerned to co-operate in giving effect to the prac-
tical and sensible measures which are set out in the
reports of the Secretary-General of 24 January, 22
February [659th meeting]l and 8 March and which
are called for by resolution 1125 (XI). The United
States, in particular, is convinced that the continued
deployment of the Force, in accordance with that reso-
lution, affords the best hope of allaying the fear which
has animated both sides and thus the best hope of
establishing a basis for further progress towards peace
and tranquillity in that part of the world.

151. 1In conclusicn, let me say this. We have made a
wonderful beginning. We have nursed a patient
through several crises. Now let us give him a chance
to put some flesh on his bones and build up an im-
munity to future illness. '
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152. U PE XIN (Burma): Patience, it is sometimes
said, is its own reward. But today we have an ccca-
sion when there are extra dividends for all those who
have exercised patience since October 1956, when the
United Nations was faced with aggression in the
Middle East. We have, after four months of concern
felt throughout the world, been able to reach that
point where armed force has withdrawn from posi-
tions won by actions which the General Assembly has
declared a violation of the United Nations Charter.
We cannot say that now the status quo ante is re-
established. In such affairs where bloodshed, property
damage and destruction have taken place, we never
really restore the original state of affairs. We can,
however, say that the United Nations has brought
about a. new situation: first, aggression has been
stopped; secondly, the United Nations Emergency
Force is present and in being; thirdly, the areas over
which so much difficulty has arisen are, temporarily at
any rate, under the control of the United Nations; and
fourthly, the controversy over the question of free and
innocent passage may well be settled by international
legal authority.

153. These are no mean achievements. Though diplo-
riacy has been utilized at a level and with an inten-
sity rarely witnessed in the mid-twentieth century, we
have been assured that mo “conditions,” no “secret
protocols,” and no “deals” have been made to con-
suzymate this resolution of our difficulties.

154: Israel, despite hemming and hawing and despite
difficulties, some real and others imagined, has at long
last accepted the decision of this body to withdraw its
forces behind the demarcation line of the 1949 Armi-
stice Agreement. Israel could do no less. If it wishes to
retain the regard and respect which is due every sove-
reign nation within the United Nations, Israel has
to accept the overwhelming majority of the opinions
of mankind as registered in the repeated support for
United Nations resolutions pertaining to unconditional
withdrawal. Israel might feel that it also is an ag-
grieved party and that the fact that it elected to con-
sume four months in arriving at this decision points up
the difficulties inherent in it. But Israel must not lightly
forget that it has clearly and rightly been charged with
aggression.

155. Egypt has, during this same period, conducted
its case with patience and restraint, a fact that has
not been sufficiently noted in the Assembly. When
occasionally its friends have wuttered fierce phrases in
condemnation of Israel’s most recent acts, these, ut-
terances must be read or taken in the context of the
situation that has prevailed. But fierce phrases are
luxuries of temper. They solve nothing.

156. This is not the time to review the past, though
the past must necessarily concern us if we are to plan
for a peaceful future. Nor is it the time for talking of
rewards and punishments. In any summation of the
significance of the long, difficult first emergency spe-
cial session and the eleventh session of the Assembly,
several - things are clear. They are both causes and
effects. If we look at them, stripped of legal and other
encuinbrances, we shall find: first, that Egypt, strug-
gling to achieve sovereign viability, determined to
break with the nineteenth century. It nationalized the
Universal Suez Maritime Canal Company. This was
an effect, but it was also a cause, though it should not
have been so. Secondly, the United Kingdom and
- France reacted violently to this event. This was un-
fortunate. But the needs of the United Kingdom and
France or, for that matter, other nations whose econ-

omy is linked with the Suez Canal in one way or an-
other, should not be forgotten because of the violence
of that reaction. Thirdly, Israel did not want to he
pushed into the sea. So Israel pushed back—as if
words of pushing or deeds of pushing, each acting ag
both cause and effect, ever really settled anything.
157. These things are clear, at. least to my mind,
And they have consequences within the United Na-
tions. We have struggled for four menths with these
consequences and today we can register partial satis-
faction. But we must also realize that, if we solve the
current problem, it is not the end of our labours; it is
the beginning of them. We have made progress: that
is, the Suez Canal may soon be functioning again for
the benefit of all users; Israel’s acceptance of the
United Nations position makes it possible not only to
settle the immediate problem of free passage and
tense borders, but also to look toward a long-term
settlement.

158. But though these may be gains, they are small
gains. What is -generally at stake and what, I am con-
vinced, is dear to the hearts and heads of many dele-
gations in the Assembly, and what is really the major
concern of my Government, is something larger than
these gains,

159. May I be permitted, Mr. President, to indicate
this larger concept by historical analogy. All -of you
here who have lived through two world wars have
seen the deep enmity that existed between France and

- Germany. And yet during recent months we have wit-

nessed an extraordinary series of events. France, re-
sponding to a plebiscite, has yielded the valuable Saar
area to Germany. France and Germany entered into
European coal and steel agreements, France and Ger-
many are even now planning, along with other Euro-
pean nations, a genuine Western European union for
economic and other peaceful purposes.

160. I venture to suggest that the ideas inherent in
what I have called a genuine Western European union
are pertinent to the Middle East. There, Israel on the
one hand, and Egypt and others on the other hand,
each wiruggling to achieve sovereign viability, must
repair the ravages of past antagonism. Both are old
and new nations capable of contributing to world civili-
zation not only their ancient splendid glories, but also
modern, i modest, new ones.

161. But even more is required than this, if my anal-
ogy with Europe is accepted. It is time, I suggest,
that Eur be it Western or Eastern—should stop
regarding the Middle East as the “Muddle East”, an
area capable of useful unities, comparable to Europe.
The Middle Eastern countries would benefit from such
unities, Is it not time, therefore, that v¢ Member Na-
tions of the United Nations gave wuore reality to the
“United” part of our name? Is it not time for the
great democracies to help remove the muddle from the
African and Asian new nations instead of setting one
up against the other for purposes of selfish ends? Is it
not time.to help them achieve bilateral and multilateral
unity without puiling them now to one side, now to
another? Rathker than derive temporary satisfactions
out of divisions within the Middle East, rather than
accept such divisions as permanent features of the
political landscape, should we mot better employ our
resources for resolving, instead of perpetuating, such
divisions? These questions, I believe, answer them-
selves—and affirmatively so, each time. Just as France
and Germany have reoriented themselves to each other
and to European unity, so, too, a similar reorientation
must take place within the Middle East and to the
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Middle East, If these four months can lead us in such
a direction, then the price which the people of the
United Kingdom, France, Israel and Egypt have paid
will not have been too high.

162. May I conclude my remarks, Mr. President, by
paying a deserved compliment to you who, as President
of this august body during these troublous days, have
guided all of us with tact, patience and unswerving
devotion to duty, not only to the Organization, but to
humanity at large. We in the Assembly also owe our
thanks to the Secretary-General, who has so ably
served the cause of peace with such impartiality and
such complete devotion. It is, at the same time, fitting
. for me. to record the appreciation of my delegation to
the President of the United States of America, without
whose efforts and patience this day may not have
occurred.

163. Mr. JAWAD (Iraq): In the light of the state-
ment of the Secretary-General which we have just
heard and of his report [4/3568], the final withdrawal
of the Israel armed forces from the Gaza strip and the
Sharm el Sheikh area is now complete. Thus the
tragedy which was plenned and executed by three
States Members of the United Nations has reached
its final phase. .

164. The last phase of the aggressive conspiracy
against Egypt has given reason for rejoicing in many
parts of the world. It has been interpreted as a triumph
for the forces of peace and justice within and outside
the United Nations, and it has been claimed to be an
act of obedience by the three Member States to the
decisions of the General Assembly. If the matter is
confined to these aspects of the problem with which the
United Nations has been confronted, there would have
been some reason for a feeling of satisfaction. Unfor-
tunately, the matter goes far beyond the limits and
definition set for it during the last four months. With-
out underestimating the spirit and efficacy with which
the General Assembly, in its emergency and regular
sessions, has tackled the question, it should be recalled
that the question raises a number of points which have
a negative bearing on the objectives of the United
Nations and the degree of the desire of some of its
Members to abide by the rule of law.

165. Although satisfaction has been felt about the
restoration of peace in the Middle East and the liqui-
dation of aggression in that area through action by the
United Nations,-the fact remains that, after ten years
of the active life of the United Nations, there still exist
certain people and Powers who think and act according

to the principles and techniques of power politics. It

is, therefore, not only a matter of liquidating certain
acts of aggression; it is, in fact, a matter of how to
liquidate the forces which give birth to all kinds of ag-
gression. This is the fundamental task of the United
Nations and ~f all States which work for peace and
progress.

166. The tripartite aggression against Egypt and the
final withdrawal of all aggressive forces from Egyptian
territory and the Gaza strip under the pressure of the
United Nations leave us with mixed feelings of sadness
and satisfaction. I should first like to refer briefly to
the reasons which cause a feeling of sadness. We fesl
sad for these reasons.

167. First, we recognize that, after a destructive total
war in the age of the United Nations, there exist
States which still believe in solving their differences
by means of war. ~

168. Secondly, this particular act of aggression by
Israel has been instigated, planned and executed by and
in collaboration with two great Powers, permanent
members of the Security Council, which according to
the Charter bears the primary responsibility for the
promotion and maintenance of peace in the world.

169. Thirdly, this act of aggression has confirmed
more than ever that the imperialistic, vested interests
are actively behind all kinds of trouble which afflict
the world at present; that the Second World War,
which had been fought to put an end to power politics,
had not taught Governments the lesson of the danger
to world civilization inherent in total wars; and that
it had not sufficiently opened the eyes of the common
man to the perilous situations concealed by sweet
words in current use in certain quarters.

170. Last but not least, this act of aggression has
caused enormous material destruction both in Egyptian
territory and in the Palestinian-Arab areas. Although
material destruct on can be repaired, there is no way to
redeem the killing and murdering of innocent Arab
people and the suffering of those who were subjected
to planned terror and depiivation.

171. Now that the curtain has fallen on the last act
of this tragedy, which has been a challenge to the
Charter of the United Nations and to all humanitarian
principles, it becomes the duty of this august body and
of all those who work for peace and civilization to
ponder the shortcomings of our machinery for peace
with a view to its completion and perfection. If the
events of the last four months would lead to such con-
structive action as I have suggested, it could then
be said that the satisfaction demonstrated by some
has certain justification. But in case our satisfaction
is confined to our success in averting the spread of the
war to other parts of the world and to the temporary
triumph of the rule of international law, we would
be indulging in nn more than wishful thinking.

172. In any case, it is hardly necessary for me to .
refer to the forces which have brought the aggressors
to order. They had better remain unspecified to avoid
what some people call “ideclogical argumentation®.
But are the memory and foresight of man so short as
to be able to forget how the two world wars were
started? Or how certain circles acted from behind
the scenes? The memory of man is not so short. While
some people are misled by the inculcation of false ideas
and conceptions through educatic&l‘a,l systems and
propaganda of all description, othets are positively
aware of the misrepresentations made of the truth.
There is nothing more illustrative of the latter type of
people than the British people, who reacted under the
leadership of the Labour Party, against their Govern-
ment’s act of aggression, and thus brought about the
downfall of Sir Anthony Eden and his Government,
Moreover, the fact that the tripartite aggression has
been condemned practically everywhere in the world.
shows clearly that the false campaigns of propaganda
launched by the aggressors in justification of their
criminal action were not able to mislead world public
opinion as to the true intentions of the aggressors, The
various decisions of the Assembly have received un-
qualified support the world over. It gives us a large
measure of satisfaction to know that at least four-
fifths of the human race stood bely 1 the resolutions
of this august body. This covers all Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the greater part of North America, the
Soviet Union and the people’s democracies, and the .
overwhelming majority in Western Europe, as well as
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a comsiderable section of British and French public
opinion. .

173. 1s that not clear evidence that humanity detests
and loathes aggression and war? This situation gives
us reason to be satisfied with the withdrawal of the
Israel forces. We hope that this has taught them, to-
gether with their partners, that war does not pay, that
the world in general, and the Arab East in pqrtlcular,
have realized more than ever the fate that awaits small
States which do not willingly sacrifice their national
sovereignty and their human dignity at the altar of
imperialism. But we Arabs are determined to fight
imperialism in all fields of life.

174. There are other reasons why we feel satisfied.
First, the termination of this aggressive act indicates
the triumph of the United Nations and, we hope, her-
alds a new era for the rule of law and civilization.
Secondly, the United Nations, in which we small
States have put our trust and confidence, has been able
to expose and explode the conspiracy of certain big
Powers against world peace in general and the integ-
rity of small States in particular. By this action, the
United Nations has been able to show clearly to cer-
tain imperialist Powers that there will be no return
of imperialist domination and that the world must
keep on with its march forward, Thirdly, this act of
aggression has shown that States practising an 1m-
perialist policy have no respect for international law
and order and that, consequently, the danger of a
third world war emanates solely from allowing such
States the opportunity of manoeuvring the United Na-
tions into such positions. Fourthly, the way in which
the Assembly dealt with the problem, especially in its
last stages, has deterred certain Powers from playing
a double game in this tragic affair and from preparing
the ground for the realization of their particular in-
terests and policies. It is hardly necessary to say that,
in their present state of development, the Arab coun-
tries welcome all kinds of assistance, provided it is
given in a regular way. We refuse to be parties to
any dealings behind the counter, as we have paid
dearly for all imperialist black-market and smuggling
practices,

175. Iast but not least, this act of aggression has
proved to the world, in the most practical way, what
we have been telling it for the past ten years, namely,
that Israel constitutes a constant danger to the estab-
lishment of peaceful conditions in the Middle East. We
have often pointed out that the creation of Israel was
nothing but an imperialist device to he utilized for the
economic and political domination of the Arab Middle
East and that it is nothing but a bridge-head for future
imperialist aggression, not only against us but also
against other countries. It has often been repeated,
and I hope not in vain, that, unless peace is maintained
in the Middle East, the danger of world war will never
be averted. Let it be known that there is nothing more
dear to the heart of every Arab than to live in peace
and to be able to benefit from the fruits of modern
progress. We have been prevented first by domination
by immperialists and later by the creation of their puppet
State, Israel, from achieving our peaceful and progres-
sive objectives.

176. This is all the outcome of a decision based on
unjust principles. The United Nations, instead of sug-
gesting the assimilation of the Jews of the world into
the countries where they were living, decided to open
wide to them the doors of Palestine, to the detriment
of the people of that country, How happy they would

be if, instead of fighting nature and the original Arab
people of Palestine, they were in the countries of their
birth; they would mostly be enjoying life in countries
where democratic, peaceful and materially advanced
conditions exist. But no, the imperialist logic is com-
pletely different from that of civilization and progress.
For that and other reasons, the Arab countries had to
pay the price; and perhaps—though I hope not—the
world will one day share in the payment.

177. 1 do not propose to dwell any longer on this
tragic phase of our life in the Middle East, but I
should like to draw the attention of the Assembly to the
fact that what afflicts us afflicts the whole world. Let
it be remembered that peace is indivisible and that
progress—and I mean real progress, not the making of
atomic and hydrogen bombs for war purposes—cannot
be achieved without peace. I leave it to you to draw
the conclusions.

178. Before concluding, it is my duty to mention how
deeply we Arabs have been touched by all the support
given to us in connexion with the question of Egypt
in the Assembly. Many delegations have manifested
a spirit of profound understanding and appreciation
of the just cause for which we stand. Qur thanks go
to the African-Asian States, whose relentless efforts
for the cause of peace and justice surpass all descrip-
tion. The untiring efforts of the Indian delegation, and
of Mr. Krishna Menon in particular, deserve special
mention. The United States and the Latin-American
States have, no doubt, made considerable efforts in
support of the United Nations Charter and in bringing
about the results we have witnessed. The United States
in particular has assumed the greater part of the bur-
den of obtaining the settlement of the conflict in a
spirit consonant with its policy of peace and justice.
The Soviet Union and the people’s democracies have
demonstrated a profound understanding of the real
causes of the conflict in the Middle East and have been
co-operative in bringing about the results achieved by
the Assembly.

179. No one who has followed the events of the past
four months could have failed to note the leading role
played by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Words of thanks no doubt fall short in expressing our
profound admiration and gratitude for the manner in
which he has accomplished his duties in most difficult
circumstances, Mr., Hammarskjold has proved once
more that he is not only a distinguished intellectual
and diplomat, but also a great humanist.

180. 1In conclusion, may I be permitted to express the
hope that no people in this world shall again be the
victims of aggression as the Egyptian people have
been and that no people shall be obliged to live as
refugees in their own country as the Palestinian Arabs
have been living for the past ten years,

181, Mr. THORS (Iceland): It is indeed good news
to the world that all foreign fighting forces have been
withdrawn from the territory of Egypt and that an
end has thus been put to a most serious situation, a
situation which could have led to renewed fighting in
the Middle East and which would have entailed untold
massacre of human life and destruction of property.
It is good news to all people and all nations that desire
true peace in the world—peace in practice, not only
in words and theory. If the war-like situation had con-
tinued in the Middle East, it would soon have changed
to an all-out war there, and in all likelihood that war
wotld have spread widely, not only to the neighbouring
Arab countries but elsewhere as well, for the great
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Powers of the world eould have become covert part-
ners in this game of demolition and, later, overt parti-
cipants, and the third world war in its full terror
would have begun.
182. This has now been averted—temporarily at
least—and well-meaning and honest people all over
the world pray and desire that a stable and lasting
peace may be found.
183. There is a saying “all’s well that ends well”.
Can it, however, truly be said now that the present
arrangements constitute the end of a dangerous situa-
tion? Unfortunately, that is far from the case. The
roots of the problem have not been reached. There-
fore, the tree of evil grows on and spreads its thick
and thorny branches over the heads of the peoples,
creating shadows of doubt, fear and even hatred in
their lives, The roots of the conflict must be eliminated:
that is now the problem before the United Nations.
184. We who have followed the work of the United
Nations during the past years well remember the
voices of protest raised by the Arab nations at the time
of Israel’s birth in 1948. The war against Israel in
1948 was a tragic event. The Armistice: Agreements of
1949 gave us hope that peaceful conditions could be
established in this troubled area. That hope never
came true. Israel’s invasion of Egypt on 29 October
1956 was the saddest consequence of the hostile at-
titude prevailing among the nations concerned, It is
not my intention to try to evaluate the causes or con-
sequences of this state of affairs. It suffices to know
that hostilities broke out and that war has raged even
until this very day. That war is now over, thank God.
To keep the peace, it is well for all to learn from ex-
perience and to consider a few aspects of the situation.
185. It has been repeatedly asserted by many leading
statesmen in many lands that Israel is there to stay.
The President of the United States, Mr. Eisenhower,
stated at a press conference in Washington on 7
March:
“We must recognize that Israel is a historical
fact; it has got to be dealt with, and its problems
are those of any other nation.”

186. On the other hand, the Arab nations in this
area also have their very serious problems which must
be understood and solved satisfactorily. One of the
saddest problems is that of the approximately 1 million
Arab refugees, for whom homes must be found and
to whom fair and firm conditions of life must be
granted. About this burning question the Arabs and
Israelis must come to terms. It is a source of hope that
generous help and sincere assistance have been offered
in this grave matter by many leading nations.

187. With regard to the Gulf of Aqaba, my Govern-
ment wishes to associate itself with the declarations
made by many delegations here that the Gulf and the
Straits of Tiran should be open for international navi-
gation and that vessels of all nations have a right of
passage. Any dispute in that matter could and should
be settled by the International Court of Justice—and
by no other means.

188. Now that the fighting between Egypt and Israel
has been brought to a halt, let us hope that, as time
goes by, the Arab nations and Israel will find ways and
means of arriving at an understanding and of solving
their problems, and thus will find the road to friendly
coexistence.

189, The last four months have been a period of
great anxiety for the world, and the United Nations

has been tested as never before. The United Natious
has, I think, emerged from this perilous juncture in its
life stronger and in a position which, more than ever
before, challenges all its critics in many lands. A great
deal of the credit for this and all the recent achieve-
ments is due to our distinguished, hard-working Sec-
retary-General, whose skill, tact and devotion are
deserving of our complete appreciation and sincere
thanks. His many able assistants in the Secretariat

“should also not be forgotten in this respect.

180. It is true that the United Nations can never be
stronger, or in fact anything more, than its Members
want 1t to be. We must all acknowledge that the Presi-
dent of the United States and the able United States
representatives here in the United Nations and its
spokesmen in Washington have shown great patience
and statesmanship in steering past the many obstacles
in this matter and in bringing about a satisfactory solu-
tion. It is encouraging that Israel and the United
States have dealt with this matter in an atmosphere
of mutual confidence and that the Prime Minister of
Israel has based his difficult decisions on his trust in
the United Nations.

191. The patient and tactful way in which the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of Egypt has conducted him-
self during the most critical moments of this dangerous
chapter that, fortunately, has now been closed—we
hope—also augurs well for the future,

192, With all that in view, let us have confidence in
the future, and trust that peace and progress will at
last be the share of all the peoples in the Middle East
for all time to come.

193, Mr. SHAHA (Nepal): It was with a feeling
of relief and satisfaction that my delegation heard the
announcement made by the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of Israel on Friday last [666th meeting] concern-
ing the withdrawal of Israel troops from the Gaza and
Sharm el Sheilh areas. We were happy to learn from
the Secretary-General this afternoon that, in pursuance
of this announcement, considerable withdrawals have
already taken place from the Gaza strip and that the
withdrawals will be completed by 12 March.

194. It is truly heartening to find that our Organiza-
tion’s efforts to restore a peaceful and normal situation
in the Middle East have, however belatedly, been suc-
cessful, The success of the United Nations in this re-
spect will, T am sure, strengthen the faith and confi-
dence of all countries in the efficacy of this Organiza-
tion as an instrument for securing peace and justice in
the world.

195. Some people might still doubt that it is possible
for the United Nations in the same way to solve and
settle all the intricate issues of the Middle East: the
Palestine question, the question of the Suez Canal,
and other related problems. My delegation, however,
feels that, given good will and understanding on all
sides and with faith in the ideals of the United Na-
tions and a determination to abide by this hody's ma-
jority decisions, whatever may happen, it will not be
difficult to arrive at a peaceful and just settlement of
all the long-standing issues in the Middle Fast,

196. I must add, however, that, had it not been for
the commendable forbearance and restraint shown by
Egypt itself in this long and protracted period of ne-
gotiation and delay, the solution would not have heen
so smoath and peaceful,

197. The difficulties inherent in the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s efforts to secure the implementation of the provi-
sions of resolution 1124 (XI) call for sympathetic
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consideration by all. With the same sort of co-opera-
tion and understanding which Egypt, we have no
doubt, will continue to show, it should not be difficult
to bring about also the implementation of resolution
1125 (XI) and to achieve a just and lasting peace in
the Middle East in due course.

198. The efforts made outside the United Nations by
the President of the United States, as well as by the
United States Government and its delegation, to bring
about the desired results within the framework of the
General Assembly resolutions have indeed been
commendable.

199, Let me also take this opportunity to put on re-
cord, on behalf of my delegation, our sincere apprecia-
tion of the steady, unobtrusive efforts of the Secretary-
General in bringing about the successful implementa-
tion of the resolutions of the General Assembly in a
real and proper spirit. We are fortunate in having
a great statesman and diplomat such as Mr. Dag
Hammarskjold as Secretary-General of our Organiza-
tion, His impartiality and integrity, together with his
tact and confidence in handling delicate international
problems, have already received wide acclaim through
the world.

200. Finally, I should like to congratulate you, Mr.
President, for the ability and wisdom which you have
shown in conducting the debates and deliberations in
the General AssemDly during this most difficult ses-
sion, with the parliamentary diplomacy which is the
practice of our Organization in the solution of ques-
tions involving breaches of peace and arousing fears
and passions among nations.

201. Mr, ESKELUND (Denmark): My Govern-
ment and my delegation welcome with great joy the
report of the Secretary-General of today’s date, where-
in the Assembly is informed of the “full compliance
with General Assembly resolution 1124 (XI) of 2
February 19577 [A4/3568]. So now the door is flung
wide open to an effective start on the implementation
of a constructive policy which could, in the near and
the distant future, create satisfactory conditions in the
whole area and for the States and the peoples of the
area.

202. Indeed, as Mr. Lodge, the representative of
the United States, said a few minutes ago, this is a
very important moment in the history of the hitherto
troubled Middle East.

203. My delegation and my Government wish to
state that we assume and we expect that, from now
on, not only will the Armistice Agreement of 1949
be scrupulously observed by both parties, but also, and
consequently, that there will be no more valid reasons
for strife and controversy on guestions of compliance
or non-compliance with the clauses, both written and
unwritten, of that Agreement.

204. Two special problems have, for many weeks,
loomed over and above all other problems in the con-
flict between Israel and its Arab neighbours: the ques-
tion of the Straits of Tiran and the question of ensur-

ing that there will B8 no tiore belligerent.acts. across .

the frontiers of the Gaza strip.. We assume and we
.expect that these twa problems will.no. longer cause
difficulties. which. could, by any stretch of imagination,
be called serious. We assume and we expect that the
question of the freedom of passage through the Straits
of Tiran and the Suez Canal will in fact be solved,
\‘and solved positively, We also—and in this I am sure
that most, 1L not all, Members of the United Nations
agree—assume and expect that the take-over in the
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Gaza strip of full military and civilian authority by
the United Nations Emergency Force will ensure and
make safe lasting conditions under which no raids of
any kind across the armistice line will again take place.
205. The sad history of the last few years shows the
paramount importance of this, It also shows that unless
the permanent unrest can be brought to an end, not
only will fear and mutual suspicion be rife and ever-
increasing, but they will lead to a constant danger of
world-wide conflagration. My Government, therefore,
attaches the greatest importance to the endeavour now
being made to pacify once and for all these troubled
areas. This endeavour must not fail,

206. With these as our assumptions and our expecta-
tions, we look to the United Nations with hope and
confidence that it will not hesitate in tackling the
underlying problems in the Middle East, extremely
difficult and complicated as, of course, they are. Hesi-
tation and the passage of time not utilized will only
make matters worse and the problems even more in-
soluble. May it not be long until we actually begin that
great task.

207. Mr, SUDJARWO (Indonesia): My delegation
welcomes the report of the Secretary-General dated 8
March 1957 in which he stated that he was now in a
position to report full compliance with General As-
sembly resolution 1124 (XI), which demanded the
full and unconditional withdrawal of Israel from Gaza
and Sharm el Sheikh; the latter withdrawal has been
completed today, according to the Secretary-General’s
supplementary statement at this meeting.

208. At last—at long last, I must say—wise counse]
has prevailed and has trivmphed in the interests of
peace. This is a good day for the United Nations,

209. I am aware that valuable efforts outside the
United Nations have contributed to this achievement,
but it is equally true that, had the United Nations not
taken a firm stand to bring to an end, at least phys-
ically, this aggression; had the United Nations not
been firm in defending and upholding the Purposes and
Principles set forth in the Charter, despite all the dif-
ficulties and emotions involved, this end would never
have been achieved.

210. My delegation is, of course, grateful for the
unceasing attention and assistance of the Secretary-
General and his staff, whose invaluable contributions
have indeed aided incaleulably in this achievement.
The United Nations has now achieved what its resolu-
tions, since the outbreak of the aggression against
Egypt, have set forth, although they were primarily
limited in character; that is to say, the termination of
the aggression, at least in the physical sense,

211. Several problems have, however, been left be-
hind by this aggression, No account has been taken of
the damage done to Egypt and its people; the loss of
many lives is certainly irreparable, Relations between
several nations have been damaged as well, and further
international efforts will be needed to repair them in
the interests of peace and co-operation. We know well
enough by now what aggression means in this already
troubled and divided world. There is also a kind of
problem about the United Nations Emergency Force.
Certainly that Force has been instrumental in bringing
about the present accomplishments, and my Govern-
ment is happy to be able to make its contribution by
participating in this Force for peace. Here I should
like to pay tribute to the Commander of the Force,
General Burns, who in difficult and delicate circunm-
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stances has been able to carry out his task in the most
satisfactory way.

212. That the Force has now entered Gaza and
Sharm el Sheikh is naturally, as we have stated before,
entirely within the scope of its task, which was to en-
sure the withdrawal of the Israel forces; but the tem-
porary and emergency character of the Force should
never be disregarded. It was indeed on this basis that
my Government decided to participate in it. The name

of the Force itself is explanatory of its temporary and

emergency character. I need only refer to what my
delegation said before the General Assembly on 1
February: .

“While we may agree that it may take some time
to secure some stability in these regions after com-
plete withdrawal, it nevertheless cannot be the in-
tention that the Force remain there over any
unreasonable length of time, since it would thus be
exceeding the temporary functions for which it was
established and, in effect, assuming the character of
an occupying force, a purpose for which it was
definitely not created.” [649th meeting, para. 155.]

213. Certainly, it was also agreed that the Force
could not stay in any of the areas in which it is now
stationed without the consent of the Government of
Egypt. This has been repeatedly emphasized also by
the Secretary-General himself; in fact, the Secretary-
General also drew attention, in his statement before
the General Assembly on 22 February [659th meet-
ing], to the fact that the take-over of Gaza from the
military and the civilian control of Israel which, as
has been the case, in the first instance would be ex-
clusively by the Force, should be orderly and safe as
it had been elsewhere. I will also recall in this con-
nexion that the Secretary-General, in his report of
24 January, stated: ,

“Deployment of the Force in Gaza, under the
resolutions of the General Assembly, would have to
be on the same basis as its deployment along the
armistice line in the Sinai Peninsula. Any broader
function for it in that area, in view of the terms of
the Armistice Agreement and a recognized principle
of international law, would require the consent of
Egypt. A widening of the United Nations admin-
istrative responsibilities in the area, beyond its re-
sponsibilities for the refugees, would likewise have
to be based on agreement with Egypt” [A4/3512,
para. 14.]

214. With regard to resolution 1125 (XI), which
will go into effect after the complete and nnconditional
withdrawal of Israel troops, the General Assembly
may recall that Indonesia was one of the sponsors of
the resolution. My Government shares the view that
the remaining problems affecting peace and security
in the area after the complete withdrawal should be
dealt with in conformity with our responsibilities under
the Charter, There is the Armistice Agreement, which
I believe everyone agrees should be implemented in
the way best calculated to secure better conditions for
peace and stability in this troubled area. My Govern-
ment has consented to the necessity, for the time
being, and again with the consent of Egypt, to station
the Force “on the Egyptian-Israel armistice demarca-
tion line”, as the resolution put it. This, however,
should not be construed as consent on our part to
employ this Force, in which Indonesia participates, in-
definitely on the demarcation line, which is under the
jurisdiction of the United Nations Truce Supervision

Organization.

215. There is, therefore, for my delegation still a
guestion as to what the Secretary-General means in
his report when he says that “the functions of the
Truce Supervision Organization in the Gaza area will
be placed under the operational control of the Force”
[A/3568, para. 14}, although I agree with his state-
ment that a close co-operation between the Organiza-
tion and the Force will be maintained, that is to say
since the functions of the two more or less overlap at
this moment,

216. With regard to the work of UNRWA in the
area, I welcome the statement made just now by the
Secretary-General and share his appreciation for the
worle and the assistance given by the Director of
UNRWA and his staff in Gaza in these difficult days
for the refugee and non-refugee population of Gaza,
My Government being a constant contributor, how-
ever small, to the finances of UNRWA, T should like
to support strongly the appeal which the Secretary-
General made to all Member States to supply the funds
which are so badly needed for carrying out the noble
task of UNRWA.

217. In regard to the other matter proposed in the
Secretary-General’s report of 24 January 1957 [A4/
3512], the General Assembly may recall that different
and conflicting interpretations have been placed upon
the scope and intent of these matters. My delegation
is of the opinion that, whatever further measures or
arrangements may be made, it should be clear that they
cannot and should not violate the sovereignty of Egypt
—which, by the way, was the victim of the aggression
on its own territory, including the Straits of Tiran,
which are clearly within the territorial waters of Egypt
—and the rights of Egypt in the Gaza strip under the
still-valid Armistice Agreement. Tt is, however, my
Government’s hope that the parties directly concerned
will, given the necessary conditions for co-operation,
be able to make their contribution to the solution of
these difficult and complicated issues in a way which
will be conducive to the promotion of peace and
stability in the area.

218. In this respect we should also not forget the
fate and indeed the human rights of the hundreds of
thousands of Palestine refugees, rights guaranteed by
the Charter and indeed by United Nations resolutions,
not only in the Gaza strip, but also in other areas bor-
dering Israel. Without a solution of this problem, even
on a temporary basis, no satisfactory peace, let alone
a permanent peace, can be achieved m that part of the
world. I do not think that it is fitting at this moment
to discuss or elaborate in detail upon all these prob-
lems, or upon what should or should not be done, since
we do nof want to complicate the efforts of the Secre-
tary-General who, as I understand from his report of
today’s date, intends to study these matters further
in the light of the opinions already expressed in the
Assembly and in consultation with the parties directly
concerned. My delegation is prepared to leave them
for thorough study and consultations by the Secretary-
General, while naturally reserving its right to consider
the questions in the way in which it has taken its stand.

219. I may end this statement by expressing my
highest regard for and appreciation of the efforts now
to be undertaken by the Secretary-General. Let us

‘hope that, if the General Assembly is to cousider these

questions again at a future date, a better climate will
have been produced—which we always believed it was
possible to create after the complete withdrawal of
all invading forces—so that the Assembly will have a
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better opportunity of finding the ways and means for
the solution of the remaining problems under more
favourable conditions, which would be not only in the
interests of the parties in the Middle East, but also in
the intecests of all nations concerned.

220. Finally, at this last stage of our General Assem-
bly session, let me pay tribute to you, Mr. President,
who have conducted the work of the Assembly during
all these difficitt months in such an able and admirable
way. Your devotion to your duties, your patience,
grace and wisdom have always been a light in the
deliberations of the Assembly. We are deeply grateful
to you and wish to thank you.

221. Mr. MACKAY (Canada): At our last meeting
on this subject [667ih meeting], Mr. Pearson, the
Chairman of the Canadian delegation, expressed the
hope that we had reached the turning point in the
crisis which has been facing the Assembly for so many
weeks. Today I am glad to be able to welcome the
Secretary-General’s report [4/3568] which, in its
first part, records the full compliance by Israel with
General Assembly resolution 1124 (XI). Mr. Pearson
has already expressed in the Assembly our satisfaction
with Israel’s decision to follow this wise and respon-
sible course.

222, Part IT of the Secretary-General’s renort points
out that, with the withdrawal of Isrzel from Sharm el
Sheikh and the Gaza sivip, resolution 1125 (XI) be-
comes operative. In view of statements which the
Canadian delegation has made earlier in the course of
the Assembly debate on this subject, I need hardly re-
emphasize the support with which the Canadian dele-
gation welcomes this part of the report. We have con-
sistently urged that withdrawal should immediately be
followed by the implementation of measures proposed
in the Secretary-General’s reports, particularly in his
report of 24 January [A4/3512]. We believe that those
constructive measures will help to achieve the condi-

tions of peace and security which are so necessary if

we are not to return to the very unsatisfactory situation
which existed in the area prior to the fighting last
November.

223. We helieve that the essential elements of the
arrangements for securing and supervising the cease
fire and withdrawal will be the intérposition of the
~ United Nations Emergency Force between the armed
forces of the opposing sides. The Canadian position in
this regard is too well known to require detailed repe-
tition. I need only refer to remarks made by the Carna-
dian Secretary of State for External Affairs in pre-
vious debates about the deployment of the Force on
the armistice line. We still believe that, after the
.withdrawal of Israel, there is a need for the scrupulous
observance of the Armistice Agreement of 1949 and
for the deployment of the Force to assist in the achieve-
ment of that end. We have in mind, in particular, that
the Force should assist in preventing incursions, raids
.and retaliatory attacks from either direction across the
demarcation line. ‘

224, Part IIT of the Secretary-General’s report
speaks about arrangements for the initial take-over in
Gaza by the Force and about the assistance which it
and UNRWA will extend in the civilian administra-
tion of the Gaza strip. We recognize that these func-
tions. will be complex and difficult. They will add

. greatly to the responsibilities of the Secretary-General,
the Commander of the Force and the Director of
UNRWA. We urge that all -Governments concerned
.should co-operate fully with the various United Na-

tions agencies in order to ensure that the arrange-
ments for take-over procead smoothly. Arrangements
like this were envisaged in the programme which Mr,
Pearson suggested to the Assembly on 26 February
[660th meeting], and we hope they will have the fullest
support of the Assembly.

225, I should not like to close these brief remarks
without some reference to the future. We all know
that, in the efforts to bring about the complete with-
drawal of Israel, the resources of the Assembly have
been severely taxed. We can rightly sigh with relief
today because this difficult phase is past, at least as
far as the Assembly is concerned. In our relief at this
time, however, we should not forget our continuing
responsibility for ensuring that events in the areas
concerned may move forward. Conditions must not be
allowed to slide back into the wunhealthy situation
which led to the explosion and fighting last autumn.
We earnestly hope that today marks the beginning of
constructive development, and we believe the Secre-
tary-General’s reports, and in particular this latest one,
lay the groundwork for progress. Progress will not
be easy, however, and it should not be assumed. That
is why we have a continuing responsibility to see that
progress is made.

226. As the Canadian delegation has frequently sug-
gested during this crisis, real progress can only be
made when the parties to the dispute have made up
their minds to settle their differences. We are not
suggesting that this can be an easy or a sudden de-
velopment. We recognize the deep apprehension among
the Arab States, derived primarily from the displace-
ment of Arab peoples when Israel was established.
We are conscious, too, of the anxiety and frustration
in Israel, whicli sees itseif as being surrounded by
hostile neighbours. We have suggested before in the
Assernbly that the time may have come, however, for
the YArab States to accept the fact of Israel’s existence
and to give fresh consideration to what their relations
should be with the new State, In return for this recog-
nition, however, the Arab nations are entitled to as-
surances that Israel has no expansionist ambitions,
This is not likely to result in the use of force or the
threat of force as a means of achieving national aims.
227. Although these observations may be regarded
as an oversimplification of what we all recognize as a
very complex question, I suggest that they are not
altogether inappropriate at this time, when the As-
sembly is taking note of compliance with its resolu-
tions on withdrawal and of constructive measures
which we all hope will bring about a new and improved
atmosphere in that sorely troubled area.

228. Mr. ULLRICH (Czechoslovakia): World pub-
lic opinion, which unequivocally condemned the ag-
gression against Egypt, zxpects from the TUnited
Nations the full liquidation of this aggression and its
consequences. It expects that the brutally wviolated.
sovereign rights of Egypt, the victim of aggression,
will be fully restored and that, in particular, the Gen-
eral Assembly will not permit any solution which
would reward aggression or permit the aggressor to
take advantage of the present situation. The last of
the aggressors, Israel, after several months of con-
centrated effort by the General Assembly, has now
been forced to withdraw from the positions gained

. unlawfully by acts of aggression.

229. It is only after unending obstructions and de-
laying manoeuvres that the Israel troops are being
withdrawn, as we learned from the report of the Sec-
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retary-General. Negotiations between Israel and the
United States, as is well known, have been conducted
outside the United Nations, with the main goal and
purpose of substituting unilateral guarantees by the
United States for the conditions put by Israel as the
price for the withdrawal of its troops. Thus, what
could not be achieved because of the resolute opposi-
tion of the large majority of Member States in the
United Nations itself, is being attempted and accom-
plished now by circumventing our Organization.

230. The main concern of this American plan ob-
viously is to prevent certain stern measures from being
taken against Israel and tc meet, on the side, the con-
ditions put forward by Israel for the withdrawal, con-
ditions previously rejected by the General Assembly
when it insisted, in several of its decisions, on the im-
mediate and unconditiona! withdrawal of the Israel
troops and the restoration of the sovereign rights of
Egypt. According to the American plan, parts of the
territory illegally occupied by Israel are to be with-
drawn from the sovereign control of Egypt and be
taken over by the United Nations Emergency Force.

231. This would mean not only that a part of terri-
tory is to be taken away from Egyptian administration,
but also that the Force would be misused for indefinite
occupation of this territory. Thesé units, howeves,
have not been assigned any powers such as those which
are now being artificially attributed to them and which,
according to the United Nations Charter, cannot under
any circumstances be accorded to them.

232, The Force cannot, therefore, in any case replace
the invaders as an occupying force or take over any
functions of the occupants. The United Nations units
can only be assigned the task of supervising the un-
conditional withdrawal of the Israel troops and of
maintaining quiet on the demarcation line between
Egypt and Israel for the time being and under condi-
tions consented to by Egypt. Any other use of the
Force would be in gross contradiction to the principles
of the United Nations Charter and in violation of the
sovereign rights of Egypt.

233. The Western Powers equally do not conceal
their intention of proclaiming unilaterally, in the sense
of the Israel demands, that the Straits of Tiran are
-an international waterway, although these straits are
within the territorial limits of Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

234, We are fully aware that, in the interest of the
restoration of peace and security in the Middle East,
a number of outstanding questions will have to be
solved urgently. These problems cannot, however, be
limited to the Israel demands for solving only some of
them, which Israel prefers to raise now while utilizing
the present situation brought about by aggression and
the support for such claims by the United States and
its main partners in the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO), the United Kingdom and
France. The outstanding problems include many im-
portant and interrelated questions, among them ques-
tions of such paramount importance as the deep and

9.

painful proilem of the Arab refugees.

235. It would be tantamount to puiting 2 premium on
aggression and offering advantages to the aggressor
if, from the whole complex of unsettied problems, only
those questions should be singled out which Israel
elevates to the forefront, while attempting to impose
on Egypt unilateral demands whick are at the base
of all its “conditions”, “hopes”, “assumptions” and
“expectations”, in the sense in which they are spoken

of, both in the Israel declarations and in the statements
of the United States and its partners as regards the
so-called guarantees.

236. Although the resolutions of the General As-
sembly requested an immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of the Israel troops and the restoration of the
sovereign rights of Egypt over its territory, Israel has
in fact not given up the provocative conditions it put
forward in connexion with compliance with General
Assembly resolutions. It is obvious that the demands
which Israel wants to dictate, not only to Egypt, but
also to the United Nations, and which it still puts as
a price to be paid for the withdrawal of its troops from
the territory of the victim of aggression, are the bitter
fruit of the interference of the Lig Western Powers,
particularly of the United States, into the affairs of
the Middle East, with the purpose of fostering at the
same time the political and strategic objectives of the
main partuers of NATO in the explosive area of the
Middle East,

237. In offering guarantees to Israel, the United
States went far beyond its legitimate rights and inter-
ests and acted unilaterally on its own, in the absence
of any authority to make such promises to Israel on
behalf of the United Nations. It is a particular cause
for regret that the United States should attempt to
impose its policy, as expressed in the aggressive Eisen-
hower doctrine, on the United Nations and, above al},
on the Arab countries and, first of all, on Egypt, the
victim of aggression.

238. The Israel Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mrs.
Meir, when announcing the “withdrawal of Israel
troops”, did not conceal the fact that the Israel Gov-
ernment is counting on the United States’ guarantees
while putting conditions on its so-called unconditional
withdrawal. The Press has fully revealed that the joint
manoeuvres of the United States and Israel Govern-
ments for the circumvention of the United Nations
went so far that even the official declarations which
each of the parties concerned have made had been
agree’! upon beforehand.

239. It has become more and more obvious that the -
United States intentionally circumvented the United

. Naticns in seeking a unilateral solution of the conflict

in the Middle East and that it is attempting to impose
on Egypt and other countries its own concepts and
formulas also with regard to the problems of naviga-
tion in the Gulf of Agaba and in the Suez Canal. These
actions, which are being carried out with the purpose
of fostering simultaneously the aggressive plans of the
United States in this area, undermine the authority of
the United Nations and create a serious "threat to
peace and security. They raise a justified question as to
whether the next stage of the implementation of the
Eisenhower doctrine will threaten armed intervention.

240. We consider that a just solution of the conflict
in the Middle East is, above all, a task of the United
Nations, which is the only body competent to take all
necessary measures to bring about a full liquidation of
the aggression and the complete restoration and pro-
tection of the sovereign rights of Egypt and other Arab
countries. Any wunilateral agreements between some
of the Member States, particularly between those
which indulge in encouraging and rewarding aggres-
sion, cannot be binding on our Organization, which
must unequivocally insist on the fulfilment of the letter

-and spirit of the General Assembly resolutions and
-the full liquidation of the aggression, for which the

aggressors must not escape responsibility.
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241. Mr, RIFA’T (Jordan): Now that the Israelis
have withdrawn from Gaza and the Sharm el Sheikh
area, the last remnants of the invading forces against
Egypt are finally removed. In coming to a turning
point in the developments of the problem before us,
the Jordan delegation was aware of the thoughts and
views which were expressed by certain representatives
during the iast two meetings of the General Assembly
and at this meeting. These views envisaged, on the
one hand, future changes in the adminisirative condi-
tions in the Gaza strip. They canaot, however, go be-
yond the scope of hopes and wishes because they are
not in conformity with the provisions of the Armistice
Agreement, which governs the general conditions in
the Palestine area. Our views on the matter and those
of other Arab Governments have been stated in detail
at previous meetings and are still maintained.

242, On the other hand, hopes and expectations were
expressed concerning free passage for Israel ships
through the Straits of Tiran and in .ae Gulf of Aqaba.
Such an Israel claim is subject to juridical decision. It
also represents an aspect of the Palestine problem as
a whole, which problem has not yet been settled, There
seem to be some Governments which try to follow a
plan by which they think they can solve the Palestine
case plecemeal. I must say in this connexion that such
a concept is very unrealistic and departs from the
path of justice. The various aspects of the Palestine
question are interrelated in such a way that the settle-
ment of each of them is dependent upon the settlement
of e others. This fact shouid throw light on our
work here at the General Assembly whenever we
come to deal with the specific issues of the Arab-
Israel conflict.

243. It is in line with these remarks that the Jordan
delegation views the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly and today’s report of the Secretary-General,
as well as his previous reports. On this occasion I
wish to extend on behalf of my delegation our sincere
appreciation to Mr. Hammarskjold for his valuable
contribution to the success of the efforts of the General”
Assembly throughout the stages of the present discus-
" sion, and our admiration to you, Mr. President, for
the excellent manner in which you have conducted
our debate,

244, Mr, NINCIC (Yugoslavia): This afternoon
we have received confirmation from the Secretary-
General that the withdrawal of the Israel forces from
the remaining parts of the territory they had invaded
has finally been completed, A tragic chapter of the
Middle Eastern crisis that was opened more than four
months ago with the attack against Egypt has thus
been brought to a close. This is indeed a signal tri-
timph fov the United Nations and may well prove tc
be a miilestone in the endeavours to strengthen the
pezce of the world,

245. The United Nations has emerged victorious

from what has clearly been a crucial test case, When -

the Security Council, on the proposal of the Yugoslav
delegaiion {§/1719], decided to call the Genera] As-
sembly uito emergency special session to deal with
the situation in the Middle East [$/3721], it was
clesrly taking a bold step; yet it was taking the only
step that it was possible to take in the circumstances.
Events have proved that it was fully justified in taking
this step. .

245. The General Assembly—I think it is not an
‘overstaterient to say—has magnificently lived up to the
heavy responsibilities that were placed upon its shoul-

ders. With the invaluable and indispensable co-opera-
tion of our Secretary-General, whose efforts on this
as on previous occasions have earned him the lasting
gratitude of all States Members of the United Na-
tions, the General Assembly has achieved the task that
was set before it on that momentous night of 2 Nov-
ember. In doing so, I think that the General Assem-
bly has done more than solve a crisis, however serious
and however acute; it has made a signal contribution
to the strengthening of the broader textures of world
peace and security.

247. 1t has been conclusively shown that settlements
cannot be achieved through the use of forcc contrary
to the principles of the United Nations. At the same
time, what we hope will prove to be a decisive blow
has been dealt to the theory of the so-called local “cold
wars” or actions on a limited scale.

248. We are now faced with the necessity of taking
further steps in the direction upon which the General
Assembly has already embarked. The first and fore-
most step, as provided in resolution 1125 (XI), is
directed towards the stre.gthening of the structure of
the Armistice Agreement, The question has been posed
of the role that the United Nations Emergency Force
will be called upon to play. In this connexion, I would
like to recall the views that have been stated by my
delegation on several occasions with regard to the
role and functions of the United Nations Emergency
Force. These views can very briefly be summarized
as follows.

249. 1In the first place, the use of the Force will have
to remain strictly within the confines set by the rele-
vant resolutions of the General Assembly. Further, it
is obvious that the Force can only be used with the
consent of the State within which it has to operate and
can under no circumstances assume the functions of an
occupation force. Finally, as has been repeatedly made
clear by the Secretary-General in his successive re-
ports, the Force cannot be used to impose the settle-
ment of any controversial issue, whether political or
legal. It is the confident hope of my delegation that
the United Nations will make the same progress in
the implementation of the further phases of its effort
that it has made in these early phases.

250. As regards the other, the more long-range or
substantive, issues that have for so long plagued the
tormented Middle Eastern scene, my delegation, of
course, has never denied the existence of these issues
or the need to tackle them in due course. I would, in
this connexion and by way of conclusion, like to quote
from a statement made on 26 February by the Yugo-
slav Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the
National Assembly of Yugoslavia. He said:

“These issues will have to be approached con-
structively following the withdrawal of the Israel
army. I am certain that the United Nations, by ex-
ercising its great authority and relying on the efforts
of all peace-loving countries, will do its utmost in
this direction. A positive solution by peaceful means
of Arab-Israel differences is the only way of achiev-
ing a settlement in that region as well as a realiza-
tion of conditions for indepemdent political and
economic development of the people who live there.
This would be at the same time the safest way of
preventing future interference from the outside and
bringing to an end the conditions whereby this re-
gion is a battlefield of conflicting interests and

25

harmful struggles among the great Powers/’
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That is a quotation from Mr. Popovic’s statement in
Parliament,

251, Mr. EBAN (Israel): In conformity with the
statement made by the Israel Minister for Foreign
Affairs to the General Assembly on 1 March [666th
meeting], Israel forces have been withdrawn frem the
Sharm el Sheikh and Gaza areas. This brings to an
end the action which the people of Israel instituted
four months ago in defence of their lives, their homes
and their sovereign rights.

252. The General Assembly is fully aware of the
considerations which have guided my Government in
the question at issue. We uphold and will continue to
exercise, together with the entire maritime world, the
right of free passage in the Gulf of Agaba and the
Straits of Tiran. We have given voice to our reason-
able expectation that the responsibilities now exercised
by the United Nations in Gaza will be maintained in
the interests of peace and of the welfare of the residents
of Gaza until that peace and that welfare are assured
by definitive settlement.

253. We share the deep conviction of all peace-loving
“tates that there is no room or {'ile or right for the
exercise of belligerent acts by land or sea or air. We
have noted the authoritative declarations of Ieading
world statesmen that there is no reason to assume that
belligerent acts will be practised by land or sea. We
welcome this assumption and shall, of course, act in
good faith upon it. The conscience of the world would
surely be aroused to vehement shock and protest if,
after the dangers we have faced and surmounted, any
party were to have recourse to the assertion or to the
exercise of a state of war.

254. On 28 January [645ih meeting], 1 defined for
the General Assembly the objectives which the Govern-
ment and people of Israel have sought to achieve in
this debate. The things we seek are simple things. We
seek no Egyptian territory. We threaten no Egyptian
interest. We seek to live without our men, women and
children being liable to sudden death springing at their
throats from Gaza and elsewhere. We wish our hemes
in the Negev and the coastal plain to maintain the
peace that they have known for three months and not
be brought back into the inferno that any prospect of
an Egyptian occupation would involve. We seek to
have our ships sail freely, equally with others, on in-
ternational waterways. We seek lawful access to our
own ports. We wish to be able to develop our trade
and commerce with all nations, free from the warlike
strangulation of blockades. These things are our rights.
‘These are not acts of grace. Let us have these rights,
and we shall respect the rights of others. It was in
these terms that Israel's objectives were defined before
the General Assembly a few weeks ago.

255. The people of Israel has been deeply moved by
the wave of sympathy that has flooded towards it in
its just and righteous cause from the public opinion
of a great part of the world. Never has Israel stood
higher than today in the trust and the affection of
countless multitudes of mankind.

256. 1 express Israel’s tribute to all who have sus-
tained us in the ordeals of recent weeks. We join in
the words of tribute spoken here to the President and
to the Government and the delegation of the United
States and to its Secretary of State, who spent so many
careful hours in the study and elucidation of these
problems. The eminent leaders and representatives of
the Government of France played 2 decisive role in
solving this deadlock at a later, crucial phase. Not

least, our admiration goes out to the delegation of
Canada, led by its eminent Secretary of State for
External Affairs, for constantly focusing the attention
of the General Assembly upon its affirmative and
constructive tasks. :

257. The sharp, clear light of international scrutiny
now comes to bear upon the actions and demeanor of
our neighbour. Will Israel’s faith be rewarded so that
others may have faith in the integrity of international
processes? Will the predictions of those who have as-
sured us that Israel will have no reason to regret its
difficult choice be fulfilled? We do not doubt that those
who have solemnly pledged their honour to work for
non-belligerency and tranquillity in the Middle East
will rise to the full level of their opportunity.

258. On 1 November, at a sombre and tense mo-
ment in Israel’s history, our aspirations were expressed
in the following terms: “Our signpost points not back-
ward to belligerency, but forward to peace” [562nd
meeting, para. 159]. Israel is ready for this historic
journey.

259. Peace is the duty of all States and of all re-
gions, but it calls with special insistence and compul-
sion to our venerable region, from which the call of
universal brotherhood first came down across the ages
to successive gencrations of mankind.

260. Mr. FAWZI (Egypt): Please allow me, Mr.
President, at this moment when we are near the end
of the present stage of our deliberations, to present to
you, to the Secretary-General, and to the members of
the Secretariat my delegation’s and my own profound
thanks for the tireless and selfless efforts which you
have all ungrudgingly made through long and tedicus
days and nights during the last several menths and
which have largely and abundantly contributed to the
success of the Assembiy’s work.

261. The Assembly has been informed by the Sec-
retary-General that Israel’s withdrawal from territory
it had invaded since 29 October 1956 is virtually com-
plete. Thus one page of history ends and another be-
gins. At this turning peint, and in the brief breathing-
space that the quick succession of events affords us,
the lessons of the last few months are certainly vivid
in all minds, and their emotions accompany the beat
of every heart. .

262. Along with the whole world, the United Na-
tions has gone through and is still going through an
extremely severe test. It is with pride and enhanced
hope that we can rightly say that, in stormy weather -
and raging seas, this Organization has so far proved it-
self to be seaworthy and weatherproof. It has staunchly
upheld the Charter principle ‘that problems should
be resolved and disputes settled by peaceful means,
not by armed force. It has taken a strong position on
the principle forbidding aggression as an instrument
of policy or a means of reaping benefits. _
263. The United Nations and its Members have
shown a full awareness of how significant and vital
these days and moments are, of hew much these days
and moments are likely to mean for the future and the
very survival of the human race. The United Nations
and its Members have fully realized the magnitude
of the values and principles involved; they have fully
realized that these values and principles belong to all
humanity and are not the exclusive property of any
of us, to dispose of at will. - S B
264. Together with its fellow travellers on this road
that is charted for all of us by the Charter, Egypt—

in all humility, yet with faith and resolve—has
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throughout kept in mind and in heart this bloodstream
of principle and of high ideal, without which there can
be no life worth living, no safeguarded honour and no
civilized world community of nations.

265. How awesome and dreary, how utterly intrac-
table the road for Egypt would have been if it had had
to tread that road alone, without your help, fellow
representatives, and the help of your countries; with-
oui the encouragement and solid support of you and
“your countries.

266. When I venture to tell you how broad and how
deep will be the gratitude of Egypt and its people for-
ever to all of you who are taking your stand on truth
and on the Charter of the United Nations, words fail
me; words are insufficient to give an adeguate hint of
this, our feeling of gratitude. May I, therefore, be
forgiven if I merely say, on Egypt’s behsii: Thank
you and God bless you all.

AGENPA ITEHM 25
Admission cf new Members to the United Nations

ApMissioN oF GHANA TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE
Unirep Nations (concluded)

267. The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform the
General Assembly that the representative of Ghana
has transmitted to me a message which he has just
received from his Prime Minister and has asked
whether T would be willing to read it out tc the As-
sembly. I take pleasure in doing so. The message is
as follows:

“The admission of Ghana to the United Nations
fulfils a long-cherished aspiration of its Government
and people, and on their behalf I should like to
express my warm appreciation of the action of the
General Assembly in responding so promptly to our
request for admission. It is only two days since
Ghana attained independence as a free dermocracy,
and our entry into the United Naticns is the cul-
mination of the process of our advance. I affirm the
intention of the Government and people of Ghana
to observe the principles and further the purposes
of the Charter. We are proud to take our place in
the company of free nations in this great Organiza-
tion and will bend our endeavours to promote, in
co-operation with our fellow Members, the common
objects of the preservation of peace and the promo-
tion of the progress, welfare and freedom of man-
kind.”

Arrdhgements for future meetings o-:f the elevenih
session of the General Assembly

268. The PRESIDENT : A draft resolution on this
question has been submitted by the delegations of
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Iran, ]al;an, Norway and
the United States of America [4/3570].

269. Mr. KASE (Japan): Together with the delega-
tions of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Iran, Norway and
the United States, my delegation has the honour of
sponsoring the draft resolution.

270. This draft resolution proposes, in accordance
with rule 6 of the rules of procedure, to adjourn the
eleventh session of the Assembly temporarily and
to authorize the President of the Assembly, in consul-
tation with the Secretary-General and with the Mem-
ber States the representatives of which are serving
on the General Committee during the session, to re-

convene the Assembly as necessary in order to con-
sider further item 66 or item 67.

271. The General Assembly has approved the Secre-
tary-General’s report [4/3568] submitted in pursu-

-ance of resolutions 1124 (XI) and 1125 (XI), adopted

by the General Assembly on 2 February 1957, It is a
source of genuine gratification that Israel has now
fully complied with the first of these resolutions and
that its armed forces have been withdrawn from the
disputed areas. We appreciate the spirit of co-opera-
tion displayed by both lsrael and Egypt. We earnestly
hope that this will mark the turning point in the his-
tory of the Middle East, ushering in an era of enduring
tranquillity. :

272. Future developments, however, may take place
which may necessitate the convening of the General
Assembly again. Our draft resolution is intended to
cope with such an eventuality.

273. Needless to say, we feel deeply grateful for the
arduous efforts of the Secretary-General and wish
hira further success in this important assignment.

274. Item 67, concerning Hungary, remains before
the Assembly. We cannot possibly dismiss this impor-
tant item from our conscience. Our draft resolution
therefore stipulates that the Assembly should meet
again on the item when that is deemed approprizte.

275. As regards this question, my delegation takes
note with appreciation of the interim report submitted
by the Special Committee on the Problem of IHungary
[4/3546]. My delegation happened to be one of the
twenty-four delegations which jointly sponsored the
draft resolution [4/3487/Rev.1] which was adopted
by the Assembly on 10 January as resolution 1132
(XI) and which established this Special Committee,
composed of representatives of Australia, Ceylon,
Denmark, Tunisia and Uruguay, with the purpose of
investigating the situation prevailing in Hungary and
caused by the Soviet Union’s intervention in that
couniry’s internal affairs. Unfortunately;, this resolu-
tion has not been complied with by the Soviet Union
and Hungary, which have denied the Committee their
co-operation. My delegation deplores this lack of co-
operation on the part of the countries directly con-
cerned and hopes that they will see their way to ex-
tending co-operation to the Committee and, in particu-
lar, permitting the Committee and its staff to enter
and travel freely in the territory of Hungary. This
will, in our view, facilitate the assembling of reliable
and impartial information which will serve as a useful
basis for an accurate assessment of developments in
Hungary.

276. In the earnest hope that this will prove instru-
mental in assisting the efforts of the Hungarian people
to reassert their rights, we desire to express our thanks
to the Committee for the valuable work which it has
already done in implementation of the Assembly’s
resolution. '

277. With these remarks, I would urge delegations
to support the seven-Power draft resolution.

278. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics) (#ranslated from Russian): The Soviet dele-
gation has no objection to the adjournment of this
session of the General Assembly with the possibility of
its being reconvened, as necessary, for further con-
sideration of item 66 of our agenda.

279. My delegation did, however, object to the dis-
cussion of item 67 of we agenda, on the situation in
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Hungary, There is no need for me to repeat the rea-
sons for our attitude on that score, for they have al-
ready been explained here more than once. Our main
argument is that discussion of Hungary’s internal af-
fairs despite the objections of the Hungarian Govern-
ment is a gross violation of Hungary’s domestic juris-
diction and is expressly prohibited by the United Na-
tions Charter. The Soviet delegation objects, for the
same reasons, to the proposal that the General Assem-
bly should, at some time in the future, renew its dis-
cussion of that item of the agenda.

280. The Soviet delegation would ask the President
therefore to take a separate vote on the reference to
item 67 in the operative paragraph of the draft reso-
lution. If this reference should be retained in the draft
resolution, the Soviet delegation will be ¢ - dled to
abstain in the vote on the draft as a whol:

281. Mr. LODGE (United States of America,;: The
United States supports the draft resolution concerning
a temporary adjournment of the eleventh session of the
General Assembly. We differ from and oppose the
viewpoint expressed by the Soviet representative that
item 67, concerning the question of Hungary, should
not be referred to in the draft resolution. We contend,
and we believe profoundly, that the question of Hun-
gary has definitely not been settled. We think it will
not be settled until it is settled right. We think that
the ‘General Assembly is still very much seized of the
question. We have a Special Committee on the Prob-
lem of Hungary, which has already dune excellent
work and which has important assignments to carry
out in the future, i
282. It is perfectly clear that, if there had been
nothing to conceal and nothing to be ashamed of, the
Soviet Union and the Communist régime in Hungary
would certainly have allowed United Nations obser-
vers to go in. By the fact that they have not allowed
that, they have practically pleaded guilty. For that
reason, therefore, we hope that this draft resolution
will be adopted, including the reference to item 67, on
Hungary.

283. Mr. KING (Liberia) : My delegation will ~sup—>

port the draft resclution submitted by the seven Pow-
ers with regard to retaining items 66 and 67 on our
agenda until the resumption of the session following
the proposed recess.

284. I should like to make a few remarks touching
upon the interim report of our Special Committee on
the Problem of Hungary, which was established by
Assembly resolution 1132 (XI). This document, in
the view of my delegation, has been astonishingly
thorough in its coverage of a wide and comprehensive
range of investigations, and it discloses prima facie
much relevant factual material regarding the recent
manifestations of discontent and dissatisfaction with
the violation of human freedoms by foreign troops in
Hungary, notwithstanding the great difficulties with
which the Committee was faced. The report is the
more valuable because of its unanimity.

285. Even if there were any technical legal barrier
regarding the competence of the Assembly on this
question—the existence of which my delegation does
not concede—such a barrier, it seems to us, would be
overridden by the obligation imposed by the Charter
upon Member States to observe and respect human
rights and tfundamental freedoms. Objections, in this
connexion, could only stem from a cynical double
standard’ of morality. Can it be that some of us who
have been the first and the most outspoken in our

protests against intervention in the Middle East will
now insist that the United Nations—as Mr. Spaak, a
former President of the General Assembly, has re-
cently charged in the Tanuary 1957 issue of Foreign
Affawrs®—will look on “impassively at the brutal re-
pression of the revolt in Hungary”? Certainly the
violence which has been employed to crush the national
liberation movement in Hungary—as testified by wit-
nesses who appeared before the Committee and dis-
closed in the interim report under consideration, par-
ticularly in chapter IV entitled “Summary Statement
on the Course of Intervention in Hungary”—would
seem no less reprehensible and, therefore, is no less
suitable as a subject of discussion by this world Or-
ganization than other subjects which it has taken up
with vigour.

286. This course of conduct would seem to be all the
more desirable, not only because of the principle ¢
sovereign equality laid dewn in the Charter, but, what
is even more important, because all nations and all
peoples have come to realize the need for a new order
in the world, based on the recognition of equal part-
nership -among all countries, large or small, in the
interests of world peace.

287. My Government does not take a “holier than
thou” attitude in this or in any other matters before
this body; but it nevertheless does consider it to be
right, and not merely a matter of expediency, for its -
delegation to associate itself with other Member States
i~ condemuing acts in grave violation of fundamental
hwnan freedoms, wherever and ‘whenever they occur.

288. Moved only by these considerations, my delega-
tionn supports the draft resolution submitted by the
seven Powers.

289. Mr. BOLAND (Ireiamd) : My delegation sup-
ports the proposal that, in view of the important items
of unfinished business still on the agenda, the present
sessicn of the General Assembly should not be brought
to an end but should be adjourned in such a way that
it can meet again on the summons of the President
if developments should render a further meeting or
meetings necessary or desirable. For that reason my
delegation will vote in favour of the draft resolution
which the General Assembly now has before it. It is
obviously necessary that the Assembly should continue
to pay close attention to developments in- connexion
with item 66. Thanks to the attitudes of the countries
concerned and in particular to the regard paid by the
Governments of France, the United Kingdom and
Israel to the resolutions of the Assembly, the situation
in the Middle East, which has caused us all such deep
concern for the past few months, now gives brighter
promise of a more stable future, That is not to say,
however, that there are not still important issues in
relation to item 66 which call for attention and re--
view, and we cannot exclude the possibility that action
by the General Assembly may be required to deal
with them. - '

290. However, we regard the proposal made in the
draft resolution as being particularly necessary and
important in relation to the question of Hungary. The
Special Comimittee on the Problem of Hungary, which
the General Assembly set up by its resolution 1132
(XI), has already presented us with a report. Repre-
senting as it does the results of a painstaking and im-
partial inquiry, this report 13 a valuable and informa-
tive document which I awa sure we all hope will be

8 Paul-Henri Spaak, “The West in Disarray”, Foreign Af-
fairs, Vol. 35, No. 2, p. 184 g o ,
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read as widely and attentively as it deserves. As the
report is merely of an interim character, however, X
would be hardly appropriate for the General Assembly
to attempt to discuss it in detail at this stage. Having
entrusted the task of establishing the facts of the
Hungarian rising to an autloritative and respousible
tribunal, cur best course, it seems to my delegation, is
to leave that body to pursue its inquiries in complete
impartiality and objectivity and to refrain, in the
meantime, from formal discussions which might be
attacked as attempts to sway the judgment of the
Committee and might be used in that way to detract
from the authority of its nindings. For this reason, we
would merely wish at this stage to pay a warm tribute
to the Committee for its interim report and to express
the hope that it will continue to pursue its work on
the lines it has hitherto followed. It does however seem
to us important that, as soon as the Committee has
presented its report, there should be ne unreasonable
delay in its discussion and consideration by the Gen-
eral Assembly. -

291. 1 can quite understand, of course, that this idea
does not commend itself to the representative of the
Soviet Union, but I imagine that even that representa-
tive himself must be conscious of the weakness of the
grounds on which his objection is based. Even he, 1
" imagine, must sense the harsh cynicism of the argu-
ments which he has been called upon to uphold when,
as:the representative of the country which sent its
tanks into Hungary to crush the workers and peasants
of that country and impose upon them a hated and
tyrannical régime, he comes to this tribunal to accuse
the United Nations of crude interference in the domes-
tic affairs of Hungary. : ' .

292. The agony of Hungary still continues. Current
news reports of wholesale arrests and executions show
that all the pitiless cruelty of the police state is being
uSed to punish the Hungarian people for their gailant
bid for freedom. The moral condemnation of the world
expressed in the Assembly has not sufficed to preserve
Hungary from these horrors, and the conscience of
decent peoples in all countries stands aghast at the
failure. Yet I believe that out of our debates and out
of our investigations has come sofnething of value,

namely a new and sharper realization—which I be-

lieve -ordinary people in every land are now coming
to feel more ¢learly than ever before—of the fearful
threat which Soviet communism oresents to human and
national liberties. It is for that reason that we regard
it as the duty of this Assembly to continue to focus the

clear light of truth on the Hungarizn tragedy, and it -

is for' the same reason that we support this draft
r_esolutiqn. : ‘

293. Mr. NOBLE (United Kingdom) : I should like
to take this opportunity to explain why my delegation

will strongly oppose the proposal to delete the refer-

ence to the Hungarian item from the drafi resolution
which is before us so as to preclude any further con-
sideration of this item at the eleventh session. Nearly
~ two months have passed since the General Assembly
- last debated the question of Hungary, but the tragic
situation which still exists in Hungary has been ever
before our minds. The last action we tcok here was
to pass resolution 1132 (XI), reaffirming the continu-
ing concern of the United Nations and setting up a
Special Commitiee of five members to “investigate, and
to establish and maintain direct observation in Hun-
giry and elsewhere, taking testimony, collecting evi-
dence and receiving information, as appropriate, in

order to report its findings to the General Assembly at
its eleventh session, and thereafter from time to time

" to prepare additional reports for the information of

Member States and of the General Assembly if it is
in session”. - Co

294, We have now received the Committee’s interim

report dated 20 February 1957, and I welcome this
opportunity to express the appreciation of my delega-
tior: for the valuable work which the Committee has
already done. Good progress has been made in the
questioning of witnesses and in the examining of docu-
mentary evidence. The Committee has requested the
assistance of all Member States in providing informa-
tion relevant to its task, and a number of Governments,
incloding my own, hnve already responded io this
requ. t by furnishing material which we hope will
be of considerable value to +he Committee in its work,
We shall continue to proviie as much information as
is at our disposal and to permit the Committee to ex-
amine important witnesses who :are now living in the
United Kingdom. .

295. The Committee has a great deal of work still to
do to carry out its terms of reference, which embrace
virtually all the aspects of *he armed intervention in
October 1956 by the Soviet Union in the internal af-
fairs of Hungary and the tragic developments which
followed that intervention. Members of the Committee
are now on their way to Europe, where they will con-
tinue their investigation by means of the examination
of witnesses and direct observation. We wish them
every success in their important work. We can only
regret that, as the Committee’s report reveals, the
Government of the Soviet Union and the Hungarian
authorities have resolutely refused to co-operate in
any way with our Committee. We must applaud the
Committee’s declaration that it will persevere in its
efforts to fulfil the mandate of the General Assembly to
obtain information by direct observation in Hungary.

296. This, however, is only the beginning of the Com-
mittee’s work. There is still much to be done before
the Committee will be in a position to produce its
final report which, according to the terms of the reso-
lution, should be presented to the General Assembly at
its eleventh session, It is therefore quite clear that the
General Assembly should stand ready for a further
discussion of the Hungarian problem as circumstances
require it. As I stated when we were last discussing
the Hungarian question |635th wmeeting], the Govern-
ment of the Soviet Union will be making a serious
mistake if it believes that the moderate language in
which resolution 1132 (XI) was couched implies that
our indignation on this question is spent. This is far
from the case. Let me recall the words of the resolution
[1004 (ES-II)] we adopted here on 4 November
1956 when we affirmed “the right of the Hungarian
people to a government responsive to its national as-
pirations and dedicated to its independence and well-
being”. : :

297. The Special Committee we have set up has de-
clared in its report that “the central stress of the Com-
mittee’s investigation wrill, however, be directed to-
wards ‘the efforts of the Hungarian people to reassett
their rights’” [.1/3546, para. 17]. This must continue
to be our unswerving aim, We have a duty to the
world, and in particular to the gallant people of Hun-
gary, not to slacken our efforts in pursuance of this
aim. I believe that if we in the Assembly, with the
assistance of our Spacial Committee, do nof slacken
our efforts on behalf of the people of Hungary, the
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Soviet Union will be brought to realize that its policy
of armed intervention is bankrupt and that it must
heed the voice of the free world.

268. As regards the terms of the draft resolution it-
self, T feel bound to say that my delegation does not
regard the procedure suggested as altogether satisfac-
tory. A better formula, in our view, would be that
adopted in similar circumstances at the seventh and
eighth sessions. The Assembly then agreed unani-
mously to recess, while requesting the President to
reconvene the session in consultation with the Secre-
tary-General and with the concurrence of the majority
of the Members if, in the opinion of the President,
developments in respect of the Korean question war-
ranted such a step or if one or more Member States
requested the President to reconvene the session be-
cause of such developments, This, in our view, would
have been a better procedure to adopt on this occasion.
The General Assembly was not intended to be in more
or less permanent session all the year round, and I am
sure that the sponsors of the seven-Power draft reso-
lution will agree on that, but the wording of their draft
seems to my delegation to go a little too far in that
direction. To my mind, rule 6 was intended to apply
to the Christmas recess and the like. Provided, how-
ever, that the formula which we are now asked to con-
sider does not become a precedent, my delegation is
prepared to go along with it, taking into account the
exceptional circumstances with which we are con-
fronted.

299. Finally, I feel that we should not go our different
ways from this place without expressing to you, Mr,
President, our deep sense of gratitude for the skill
with which you have presided over our debates—and
I speak now on behalf of the delegations of Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, India, Ceylon, Paldstan and
Ghana, as well as my own. We have all, I think, been
conscious that your task during the last four months
has been far from easy. The least part of this task has
been listening to countless hours of oratory on a great
variety of topics which must of itself have been a con-
siderable feat of endurance. More important has been
the wise guidance which you have given us at all times
and in particular at difficult moments of our delibera-
tions; at moments when controversy had begun to
arouse strong feelings or when we have been in danger
of becoming entangled in matters of procedure, we
have come to rely upon your serene advice to
straighten out our difficulties. On you, perhaps more
than on any other individual, has fallen the burden
of our long days and nights of labour and to you be-
longs a great share of the credit for what has been
achieved during this past session. We hope that you
will now be able to enjoy a period of the leisure which
you so amply deserve, and we look forward to receiving
once again the benefit of your counsels when we meet
again.

300. Nor should we let this occasion pass without
paying our warm tribute to our Secretary-General and
his devoted staff. Mr. Hammarskjold has excited our
admiration and respect both by the selfless manner in
which he has worked night and day for so many
months and by the skill and ingenuity he has shown
in carrying forward the wishes of the Assembly as
expressed in our resolutions. We trust that, despite
the heavy responsibility which we have placed upon

his shoulders, he will be able to enjoy some respite .

from the almost inhuman weight of work which he
has been carrying, »

301. Mr, VITETTI (Italy): The Italian delegation
fully supports the draft resolution introduced by Japan
or1 behalf of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, United States,
Iran and Norway. This draft reflects, it seems to us,
the real state of things and it answers to our precise
duties,

302. The General Assembly has been confronted with
many important issues and it will be remembered for
its remarkable achievements in dealing with the crisis
in the Middle East. It is gratifying to see that we are
closing this regular period of our meetings—as far as
the crisis in the Middle East is concerned—on a posi-
tive note. We have fulfilled that part of our task which
asked for the complete and unconditional withdrawal
from the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza strip of Israel
troops; and we now bend to the constructive part of
our task in order to implement—in accordance with
our resolutions and the reports of the Secretary-Gen-
eral—the measures which we hope will give tran-
quillity to that troubled area and peace to its inhabi-
tants. This is a most gratifying thought. It shows that
whenever the countries involved in an international
issue agree in earnest and good faith to abide by the
principles of the Charter and the resolutions of the
competent bodies of the United Nations, a solution to
such an issue may be found and peace and good rela-
tions amongst the peoples of the world can be main-
tained and developed.

303. Unfortunately, on one point the picture be-
comes utterly dark and negative, It is extremely sad to
have to recognize that one of the most important and
urgent questions before the Assembly—I refer of
course to the Hungarian question—has been the cause
of deep and bitter disillusionment. The will of a single
country has nullified the untiring efforts of the General
Assembly and fouled the hopes of public opinion of the
entire world, of the whole of humanity. Because of
the Soviet Union's refusal to abide by the principles
of the United Nations and to comply with our resolu-
tion, we have been unable to give the brave and cou-
rageous Hungarian people an answer to their desperate
appeal of 2 November. It may be taken as symbolic
evidence of this situation that the very person who
dared to request United Nations assistance has been
taken away from his country and we do not even
know where his present dwelling is and whether he is
free or even alive,

304. This is one of the thoughts which comes to our
mind in reading the interim report which has been
stibmitted to us a few days ago by the Special Com-
mittee on the Problem of Hungary. This report is very
important indeed and in our opinion deserved a fuller
debate, When, a few days ago, we were wasting our
time in the discussion of an item proposed by the So-
viet Union and accusing—incredible but true—the
United States of intervention in the internal affairs of
certain countries, the Italian delegation stated very
clearly [658th weeting] that in its opinion the time
of the Assembly would be more fruitfully and properly
dedicated to an examination of the fndings of the
Special Committee.

305. We understand, in any case, that this is not the
moment for a thorough review of that report. I will
therefore confine myself to a few remarks. I believe
that the Committee, notwithstanding the obdurate re-
fusal of the Soviet Union to admit the Committee into
Hungary, has started its work in the proper direction.
It has fully and properly interpreted our resolutions
in setting the scope of the investigation as it appears
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in chapter III and in paragraph 51 of document A/
3546. It has given an outline of the course of the in-
tervention in Hungary which adheres very well to the
facts. That is exactly what we wanted from it: we
know perfectly well of course, what those facts have
been and what the tragic reality is. But it is important
to have those facts and this reality officially recorded
in a document of an impartial body, so that no doubt
whatsoever may remain in any sector of world public
opinion as to the aggression by which the reconquered
freedom of the Hungarians has been crushed and
doomed by the Soviet Union.

306, We want to express our appreciation tc the
Committee for its work and we invite the Committee
to continue in its fact-finding research. We hope that
it will not be long before the Committee may be able
to produce its final report. In the meantime, we must
never lose our hopes and we must never falter in our
efforts and attempts to deal with the real core of the
situation, which is the Soviet intervention in the inter-
nal affairs of Hungary and the imposition, by armed
force, of a régime in Hungary which does not cor-
respond to the national aspirations of the Hungarian
people.

307. The proposal to have the present session of the
General Assembly recessed and kept ready to con-
vene at any moment meets with this requirement, as
well as with the requirement, if necessary, of following
closely the situation in Palestine. That is the reason
why the Italian delegation will support the draft reso-
lution and will oppose the elimination of the reference
to item 67, as suggested by the Soviet Union.

308. Mr. President, since I have the floor, I wish to
-take this occasion to express to you the deep feelings
of the Ttalian delegation for the able, wise zud most
imperturbable way in which you have presided over
the General Assembly. We will certainly all remember
for & long time your charming firmness in regulating
some of the most difficult, involved and subtle debates
which have taken place here since the very beginning
of the activity of the United Nations. You have been
a steady pilot in very troubled waters.,

309. I wish also to take this occasion to express the
most sincere appreciation of the Italian delegation to
~ the Secretary-General for his tireless devotion to the
high task of the United Nations, a devotion approach-
ing very nearly to sacrifice. These feelings of gratitude
I also wish to extend to all the members of the
Secretariat.

310. Mr. ULLRICH (Czechoslovakia) : The Czeciio-
slovak delegation regrets that this occasion also has
been misused for unfounded allegations attempting to
. justify the further consideration of the Hungarian
question as a means of interfering in the internal af-
fairs of the Hungarian People’s Republic and to under-
mine’ the authority and international reputation of ‘its
Government.

© 311, Concerning the arrangements for fuiure meet-
ings of the eleventh session, I should like to recall that
my delegation has repeatedly stated its position on
item 67. We have been strongly opposed to any con-
sideration of this item, the so-called Hungarian ques-
-tion, by the United Nations organs which, under the
- Charter, have no right to interfere in the internal af-
fairs of Member States. We cannot "therefore, agree
.-to any. arrangement or arrangements for the future
. _consideration of this matter in the United Nations.
Such further consideration would serve only aims
hostile to the Hungarian people and would be contrary

to the interests of the maintenance of peace and se-
curity. These interests require that the so-called Hun-
garian problem should at last be removed from the
agenda of the General Assembly. It is high time thai
the General Assembly should no longer be misused
for a calumnious campaign against Hungary and the
Soviet Union, which has already been carried on for
months and which was witnessed even teday in the
course and under the guise of a procecural debate.
312, Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (France) (translated
from French) : The French delegation will support the
draft resolution submitted by the seven Powers, which
provides among other things that the General As-
sembly may continue the discussion of item 67 on its
agenda. I do not wish to reopen the discussion on the
Hungarian question at present, but I feel that the
following comments are called for.

313. The question considered at the second emer-
gency special session was referred in due form to the
eleventh session [resolution 1008 (ES-II)], and it was
thus that item 67 came to be placed on the agenda,
After prolonged discussion of the matter, the General
Assembly adopted, on 10 January, resolution 1132
(XI) to set up a special committee “to investigate,
and to establish and maintain direct observation in
Hungary and elsewhere, taking testimony, collecting
evidence and receiving information, as appropriate, in
order to report its findings to the General Assembly
at its eleventh session . . .”.

314. The Special Committee on the Problem of Hun-
gary has worked assiduously since Januwary, but it has
so far only been able to submit one report [A4/3546].
This report contains some extremely interesting infor-
mation and an effective working plan. But the Com-
mittee itself described it as an interim report, clearly
indicating the provisional nature of this document,
which cannot therefore be said to embody all the in-
forthation called for in paragraph 1 of resolution 1132
{XI).

315. In these circumstances, to declare the discizssion
of item 67 closed would amount to violating that reso-
Jution. The Assembly must therefore be able to con-
tinue its meetings in order to deal with the report
which the Special Committee will compile as soon as
it has completed its inves..mation.

316. The PRESIDENT : T.:: General Assembly will
now vote on the draft resolution submitted by Brazil,
Canada, Colombia, Iran, Japan, Norway and the
United States of America [4/3570].

317. Since a separate vote has been requested on the

words “or 67” in the operative paragraph of the draft

resolution, I shall put those words to the vote first.
The words were adopted by 59 wotes to 6, with 2

abstentions.

318. The PRESIDENT: I shall now put to the

vote the draft resolution as a whole.

The dreft vesolution was adopted by 65 wotes to
none, with 6 abstentions.

319. Mr. LODGE (United States of Ametica): The
United States co-sponsored with Brazil, Canada, Co-
lombia, Iran, Japan, and Norway the resolution which
has just beéén adopted because we believe that, in the
particular circumstances this year, it is prudent to
previde that the session shall be reconvened by the
President in consultation with the Secretary-General
ard with the concurience of the majority of the coun-
tries whose representatives serve on the General Coi-
mittee, But we wanted to make clear for the record



General Assembly-—Eleventh seasion-—Plenary Meetings

. 1331

our view that, in instances requiring temporary ad-
journment rather than adjournment, sessions should
normally be reconvened with the concurrence of a
majority of the Members of the Assembly, as was done
at the seventh and eighth sessions with regard to the
Korean question, We wanted the record to show that
was our belief.

Suspension of the eleventh session of the General
Assembly

320. Mr. LODGE (United States of America): Be-
fore I take my seat, I should like to add to the tribute
which I paid earlier this afternoon to the Secretary-
General. I should like to express the thanks of the
United States delegation to all the members of the
Secretariat who have worked so hard, so faithfully and
during such long hours for the past four months.

321. Let me also pay a tribute to you, Mr. President,
for the magnificent way in which you have presided
over the General Assembly. You have always shown
good humour and politeness under conditions which
sometimes must have been extremely trying. You have
always shown intellectual force and an ability quickly to
comprehend the many complex questions which con-
fronted you. You have always been animated by a
true spirit of justice, and no one in the Assembly has
ever questioned the fact that, with you in the Chair,
everyone was guaranteed fair play. The example that
you have set is indeed a splendid one for nations to
follow in their own corporate behaviour.

322. We think you are a credit to Thailand, a credit
to the United Nations and, if I may say so, a credit
to the human race.

323. Mr. URQUTIA (El Salvador) (translated from
Spanish): After our difficult, exhausting and some-
times dramatic labours, it is now time to suspend, for
the time being, the eleventh session of the General
Assembly, which opened amidst great expectancy
about four months ago after two emergency special
sessions, convened in conformity with the “Uniting
for Peace” resolution [377 (V)] to consider the grave
events in Hungary and the Middle East.

324. As far as is humanly possible, the General As-
sembly has been able to carry out the obligations and
responsibilities imposed on it by the Charter with re-
gard to the maintenance of international peace and
security and has successfully fulfilled the various func-
tions assigned to it in many other fields. A major part
of the ceaseless efforts to reach a solution of the grave
problems considered by the Assembly at this session
has fallen upon you, Mr. President, and I am ex-
tremely happy and honoui d to pay a tribute from
this rostrum—on behalf of a1l the Latin-American dele-
gations—to your great gifts as a statesman, jurist
and diplomat, your untiring and fruitful labours as
President of the Assembly, and your single-hearted
devotion to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations.

325. I also want to pay a tribute, on behalf of the
Lztin-American delegations, to the Secretary-General,
who has spared no effort to further the proceedings
of the General Assembly and to carty out the varied,
complicated and far from easy functions which the
Assembly has entrusted to his skill .and experience,
and to his outstanding devotion to his important duties.

326.. We wish also to convey our thanks to Mr. Cor-
dier, Mr: Correa and all the other members of the
Secretariat and the different United Nations services

at Headquarters for the valuable help which they have
given us and which we know they will continue to
give us at succeeding sessions.

327. Let me conclude, Mr. President, by wishing the
General Assembly every success in the days to come
and good luck to you, the Secretary-General and each
and every member of the Secretariat; we hope that
they will take a well-earned vest after their heavy
labours of the last four months.

328. Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (France) (iranslated
from French): The French delegation is highly hon-
oured to have been called upon, at the suspension of
the eleventh session, to thank the President, not only
on its own behalf, but on that of the delegations of
Austria, Belgium, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
tllle Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Turkey and Yugo-
slavia.

329. We regard You. Royal Highness as embodying
in the highest degree one of the most valued of those
qualities that go to mak. up the tradition of your
country, the quality of tolerance, which is a combina-
tion of understanding, patience, courtesy and impar-
tialivy; and it is this which has marked you out most
especially to preside over the Assembly, It is for this
reason, Mr. President, that, as early as the seventh
session, you were the candidate of a great many Mem-
ber States. But fate had decreed that you should
preside over one of the longest and most difficult of
sessions—and the one with the largest membership,
for there are, at the close of the eleventh session,
eighty-one Members—and that you should bring to this
task your qualities and your experience both in inter-
national affairs and negotiations and in debates at the
United Nations, where you have presided over most
of the Committees at one session or another.

330. Through an unforeseen sequence of evenis—
since I had no reason to suppose three months ago
that I would be here today—your presiding over the
eleventh session has given me the opportunity to pay
a tribute both in my official capacity to your qualities
as a statesman, and in my personal capacity to your
qualities as a human being and your steadfasiness in
friendship; for I have had the privilege to find un-
diminished that friendship which has bound us tog.ther
through good and evil fortune for nearly a quarter of
a century, and which has never faltered for a single
day throughout the vicissitudes of that period of
history.

331. With our thanks to you as President we wish
to associate the other officers of the Assembly, the
Secretary-General, to whom all the delegations have
so often expressed their appreciation during this ses-
sion, and the members of the Secretariat—my former
colleagues—the indefatigable and devoted Secretary of
the Assembly, the officials, like the interpreters, the
translators, the verbatim reporters, the document, con-
ference and information officers, whom we can see at
work, and those who work behind the scenes, like
the officials of the substantive departments, and who,
by their devotion and ability, have played such an
important part in the harmonious and effective de-

velopment of our discussions. :

332. Please accept, Mr. President, on behalf of the
delegations which have entrusted us with this message,

our best wishes for your health, prosperity and per-
sonal happiness, and that of your family, and, in par-
ticular of Princess Wan, to ‘'whom we ask you to pre--
sent our “humble 'respects; please convey our best
wishes to your charming daughter Wiwan on the



1332

‘ 668th meeting—38 March 1957

occasion of her approaching marriage. Our best wishes
go to your country, which you represent so worthily
and with such great distinction among us.

333. Mr. BELAUNDE (Peru) (iranslated from
Spanish): It is my privilege, in the name of my dear
colleagues Mr, Sarper, representative of Turkey, Mr.
Mir Khan, representative of Pakistan, Mr. Lannung,
representative of Denmark, Mr. de Marchena, repre-
sentative of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Loutfi, ve-
presentative of Egypt, and Mr. Petrzelka, representa-
tive of Czechoslovakia, and personally, to pay a richly
deserved, sincere and cordial tribute to our President,
Prince Wan.

334. When the events began which led to the con-

vening of this session of the Assembly, I recalled a

phrase in which Macaulay said that the forces that
push nations into war cannot be controlled. But to-
dday, we have seen that the Assembly has been that
mysterious power which Macaulay did not think ex-
isted, capable of bringing conflicts to a halt—for the
Assembly has miraculously accomplished its work of
justice and of peace. At this moment of the Assem-
bly’s triumph nothing could be more appropriate than
to acknowledge the debt due to the President who has
guided these debates with such wisdom, patience, tact
and serenity. He has, I know, a title of high royal rank
but I am sure he would not scorn the title I am now
offering him, that of “His Serene Highness,” for it
required an understanding, kindly serenity, a serenity
equal towards all, generous towards all to be able to
steer these debates towards their highly successful con-
clusion. T have often wondered what was the secret of
the success Prince Wan achieved as Chairman of the
Ad Hoc Political Committee at the tenth session of the
Assembly and now as the brilliant President of the
Assembly. And this, I felt, was the answer: Prince
Wan has succeeded in combining the age-old wisdom
of the race to which he belongs, that deep-rooted
wisdom of the East, with Western culture, of which he
has such an extensive knowledge. He is the perfect ex-
ample of the man who has united the blood and sap
of oriental wisdom with the knowledge, initiative and
technical interest characteristic of the Western mind.
The example of Prince Wan ought, I think, to serve
as a lesson to us all, but especially those who cherish
and belong in blood and spirit to Western culture.
“How better could we westerners serve the United Na-
tions than by seeking to combine with our technology
and our inquiring spirit, the wisdom of the East and
sympathetic knowledge of its civilizations? It is my
devout wish, Mr. President, that your example will be
followed, that the men of the United Naticn- will
.combine the wisdom and skills of their own races with
‘the wisdom and skills of other Taces.

335. You have been greatly helped, Sir, in these dif-
ficult times, not only by the spirit of the Assembly and
the willing collaboration of representatives, but also
by the Asseinbly’s deputy, the Secretary-General, and
his distinguished assistants. The Secretary-General
.does not need—he does not want—our praises, but I
should like to say something to him on behalf of my
- own. colleagues and, tu a certain extent, on behalf of
fellow members of the Assembly. I shovld like to tell
him that he has our full support in these difficult times
and I should also like to tell him that, just as we have
shared his disappointments, sufferings and anxieties
during these difficult moments we shall, after the
stispension of the Assembly’s session, continue to share
with him these feelings, these anxieties, worties, aims

and hopes, and to share with him, too, I hope, the
final moments of triumph,

336. While I am acknowledging our debt of grati-
tude, I should like, too, to pay a tribute to Mr. Cor-
dier, the zealous and diligent guardian of the correct-
ness of our votes and the zealous and diligent guardian
of our rules of procedure, whose calmness and confi-
dence are further guarantees of the success of our
labours.

337. 1 should also like very warmly to thank all
members of the Secretariat, all United Nations staff
members. I have been told that some staff members
have worked fourteen hours a day, without rest, day
after day, for the sake of the success of our work,
And this success is evident in the fact that both staff
members and representatives are convinced—and with
these words I would like to end my statement—that
the United Nations represents the best hope for justice
among mankind and the peace of the whole world,
338. Mr. NA CHAMPASSAK (Laos) (iranslaied
from French): I am extremely grateful for the honour
which my Arabian and Asian colleagues have done
my country, Laos, in designating me to speak on
their behalf at this final meeting and I thank them
most warmly.

339. My purpose in taking the floor at a time when
all the representatives are more concerned with train
and plane schedules than with other questions, is not
to add still another speech to all those which we have
heard and the eloquence of which, be it stirring, ireonic,
ingenuous or passionate, will be consigned to the limbo
of the past and simply add to the weight of the already
formidable archives of our Organization.

340. . My intention is simply, after this long voyage,
whose goal seemed to recede as we approached it, to
congratulate you, Mr, President, together with our
Secretary-General, on having brought our ship to har-
bour. Rarely, however, has this tall ship that is our
Organization known stormier waters, nor has it ever
come nearer to reminding us of the chains and oars of
the old time galley-slaves. There was even at one time
a murmur of mutiny on board., The sirens sang to us
loudly from the sharp rocks, and without your firm
hand at the helm, and the wise and prudent counsel
of the Secretary-General, whose keen eye remained
fixed on the pole star of international daw, we would
have run grave risks.

341. The wind seems to have dropped, and the veefs,
seen from the harbour, appear less formidable. But we
are well aware that soon we shall have to put to sea
again and once more battle with the winds, the tides
and the sirens.

342. We have every ponfidence in our Secretary-Gen-
eral: Who could guide us better than he, who has the
rare privilege both of belonging to a nation of sailors
and of knowing all the secrets of the mountains?

343. We must not forget the members of the Secre-
tariat, seasoned sailors all, whether mates or cabin
boys, ‘whose silent devotion to duty has so effectively
supported the action of the Secretary-General,

344. My comparison will perhaps bring a smile to
the lips of those who know my country, which has
alas, neither ships nor seaports. But if I have ventured
to speak of a vhip, of sirens and of rocks, it is because

 our Orgarization has talked for more than six months

of hardly anything but canals and territorial watere,

345, Therefore, in concluding, we express our sincere
hope that next autumn our stout Organization will set
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out once more with full sails spread on its voyage
over the world and its problems. May this next voyage
be attended by favourable winds.

346, Mr. THORS (Iceland): It is indeed a great
honour and privilege for me to express, on behalf of
the delegations of Denmark, Finland, Norway and
Sweden, as well as the delegation of Iceland, all our
thanks for the distinguished manner in which you,
Mr, President, have presided over our meetings and
for the wisdom, diplomatic tact and foresight with
which you have officially and privately conducted the

work of this session of the General Assembly. We are.

all gratefully and approvingly aware of your admirable
efforts and of your great success in bringing many a
problem to a satisfactory solution and enhancing agree-
ments by the parties concerned on some of the most
difficult, delicate and controversial matters of which
the General Assembly and the United Nations in gen-
eral have ever heen seized.

347, In congratulating you, Mr. President, on your
ireat achievements, we take the opportunity of wishing

on voyage to you and your happy family on your
way to your beautiful country. You have once again
enriched the United Nations by your representation of
the highest and noblest culture of Asia. Your great
stccess here is indeed no surprise to'us who have had
the good fortune of knowing you for many years. We
now say to you: Thank you, bon woyage and happy
landings. May we have the privilege of seeing you here
among us at many future sessions of the General
Assembly.

348, I have alteady had the pleasure and privilege
this afterncon of expressing our great appreciation to
the Secretary-General for all his wonderful achieve-
ments, May we also express our thanks to the never-
failing Mr. Cordier and to all the members of the
Secretariat who have worked so hard, for so many
hours, day and night, during these difficult days.

349, Mr, KASE g]apan) : On hehalf of the African-
Asian group and also of the new Members, I should
like to associate myself with the statements already
made by other representatives in tribute t> your noble
self, Mr, President, My delegation wishes tc express
its most sincere thanks to Your Royal Highness for
the superb skill with which you have presided over
this turbulent session. '

350, The eleventh session of the General Assembly
has indeed been & memorable one. Much history has
been made at the United Nations, which, thanks to you,
has withstood unprecedented irials and, I believe, has
emerged stronger., Surely, this would have been im-
ssible withotit your masterly handling of the role of
resident of the Assembly, Throughout, you have set
a shining example of devotion to the cause of peace
wider the most irying circumstances—an example
which will ever remain an ingpiration to all of us.

351, In your presence, Mr. President, you have ex-
smplifiecd the very spirit of the United Nations. The
United Nations is, so to speak, the world’s great
stage, on which we representatives are merely players.
Ve have our exits and our entrances, but only occa-
sionally does a noble actor play an unforgettable role
—and  his refutation is long remembered by pos-
terity, Such, 1 think, is the case of our distinguished
Pregident, :

352, My Government is particularly gratified that
it was during this session of the Assembiy and under
Prince Wan's presidency that Japan became a full

Member of this great Organization. As a newcomer,
my delegation on many occasions had to rely on your
guidance, which Your Highness accorded us graciously
and generously, and we feel thal we, particularly,
should raise our voices in abiding gratitude. '
353. For many years, Japan has enjoyed traditional
bonds of friendship with Thailand, which continue to
grow year by year, and it is a source of genvine
pleasure that our membership in the United Nations
should have been achieved with the kind assistance of
a renowned statesman of that great country. On this
occasion, I should like to tender my heartfelt thanks
to all the representatives from whose advice and as-
sistance my delegation has so greatly profited.

354. Our thanks also go to the Secretary-General,
whom we love so much, and to his able staff—in par-
ticular, Mr. Cordier—who have exerted superhuman
efforts during this long session, .
355. In concluding these brief remarks, I should like
to extend the most cordial felicitations of my country
and people to the new nation of Ghana on its admission
to the United Nations.

356. Mr. TSIANG (China) : With your permissicn,
Mz, President, before I make my main speech I should
like to take advantage of this occasion to record a
brief explanation of our vote on the resolution which
has just been adopted.

357, My delegation has all along .elt that it would
be wrong for the Assembly to adjourn without pro-
viding for future meetings on items 66 and 67. In
particular, the tragedy of Hungary has been on our
conscience. It seems to us that we must study the in-
terim report of the Special Committee on the Prob-
lem of Hungary with care and, more important, that
we must watch developments in Hungary closely and,
whexé circumstances demand, we must be ready to do
our best.

358, Having said that, I come to the main purpose of
my intervention at this moment. Your Royal Highness
has presided over the longest of the Assembly ses-
sions. Your Royal Highness has presided over one of
the most difficult, if not the most difficult, of all ses-
sions. I think that I can speak with some authority
because I have attended ten of the eleven sessions. -
Your Royal Highness has presided over this session
with patience, impartiality and wisdom. On behalf of
my Minister for Foreign Affairs and of my delegation,
I wish to express to Your Royal Highness our -pro-
found gratitude. '

359. We wish also to thank the Secretary-General
for the wise and skilful role which he has played in
the course of this session. We wish to thank Mr.
Cordier and his associates on the Secretariat for the
efficient performance of their tasks,

360. Mr. VOUTOV (Bulgaria): Permit me, Mr,
President, on behalf of the delegations of Albania,
Czechoslovakia, Romania, the Soviet Union, the Byelo-
russian SSR, the Ukrainian SSR, and on behalf of
the Bulgarian delegation, to express our gratitude for
your presiding and ruling during the eleventh session
of the General Assembly. I should like to add our
best wishes and congratulations to those which we

‘have heard expressed, and to express our many thanks,

361. 1 should like also to extend our congratulations
and our thanks to the Se vetary-General, to his staff,
particularly the interpret.cs, 'who have helped us so
grealzly during the session and have done such excellent
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362. Mr, RIFA’T (Jordan): It is an honour for me
to express to Your Royal Highness, on behalf of the
delegations of eleven Arab States, our deep apprecia-
tion for the very able manner in which you have pre-
sided over this eleventh session of the General As-
sembly. Your dignity and statesmanship have, without
doubt, contributed greatly to the success of our work
in a critical period in the history of the United Na-
tHions. We shall always have a pleasant memory of
your wisdom and impartiality.

363. Our appreciation and congratulations are ex-
tended also to the Secretary-General, Mr. Hammar-
skjold, whose wise counsel, together with the efforts
of his efficient assistants and staff, has been of such
great help in the success which has been achieved.

364. The PRESIDENT: Fellow representatives,
Mr. Hammarskjold, may I first of all thank my col-
leagues—and I shall not name them—most warmly
for the very kind and generous words of appreciation
which they have just addressed to me.

365. I shall long cherish with gratitude the great
honour and privilege, which the General Assembly
has bestowed upon me, of serving as its presiding
officer during this memorable session. To me, the
General Assembly is a world forum and a centre for
harmonizing the actions of nations in accordance with
the Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the
United Nations. or its success, I consider it essential
that there should be full liberty of discussion and
consultation in a spirit of imutual tolerance, co-opera-
tion and goed will. It has been my earnest endeavour
to ensure this liberty and to foster this spirit in the
General Assembly.

366, As regards the measure of its success, I think we
can report to the peoples of the United Nations, in
whose name the Charter was concluded, that the Gen-
eral Assembly has shown itself to be a resourceful and
conciliatory instrument of peace, dedicated to the moral
principles which it is determined to uphold with the
support of Member States and of world public opinion.
367/, The General Assembly is certainly a world
forum, for not only is its membership world-wide, but
it discusses all questions of world interest.

368. The agenda of the eleventh session comprised
a comprehensive programme of normal activities for
the promotion of peace, freedom, justice and economic
and social well-being for mankind, as well as the twe
Epecial items concerning Hungary and the Middle

ast. ‘

369. The enlarged membership—from sixty to eighty-
one Member States—gave rise to some misgivings as
to the efficient working of the General Assembly; but
the apprehension has not been justified by the event.
I have even welcomed the increased social activities
because they have®enabled me to keep in constant
touch with the various delegations. Of course, increased
membership in the United Nations involves considera-
tion of the composition of its principal organs, and also
of some improvement in the procedure of the General
Assembly. Certainly, group activity has increased, but
I find that it has facilitated mutual consultations within
and among the groups with-a- view, not to blocking
solutions, but to seeking them. Thus, there have been
a number of unanimous resolutions. We may take as
.ag.~example - the:-resolution—on—disarmament [1071-
(X1 )T~ recornmendi : i : -Com-
mission and its Sub-Commiitee give prompt attention
to the various proposals submitted. This is a clear
indication of the earnest desire of the General As-

sembly to see a positive step forward taken in this
matter in the interest of peace.

370. Again, there were the questions of Algeria and
Cyprus. It is remarkable that they have been discussed
during the present session and that, after discussion,
general agreement has been reached for achieving
peaceful, democratic and just solutions in conformity
with the Charter.

371. Freedom in Non-Self-Governing and Trust Ter-
ritories is also welcomed. Thus, the General Assembly
expresses its approval [resolution 1044 (XI)] of the
union of Togoland under British administration with
the independent Gold Coast (now Ghana, our eighty-
first Member State), and looks to further progress
towards the freedom of Togoland under French
administration.

372. 1In the interest of justice, the General Assembly,
accepting the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice, has authorized [resolution 1047
(XI)] the Committee on South West Africa to grant
hearings to petitioriers and, in the interest of interna-
tionial law, a conference to examine the law of the
sea has been called [resolution 1105 (XI)].

373. The promotion of economic and social welfare
too is a principal task of the United Nations, and I
am glad to say that in addition to technical assistance
and investment facilities progress is being made to-
wards the estahlishment of the Special United Nations
Fund for Economic Development for the development
of under-developed countries. I am glad also that con-
sideration of the draft International Covenants on
Human Rights is being activated and that the Con-
vention on the Nationality of Married Women is al-
ready open for signature [resolution 1040 (XI)]. The
establishment of the International Atomic Energy
Agency augurs well for the peaceful uses of atomic
energy, which will in time promote better standards of
life in peace and will promote peace itself.

374. Another asset for peace is the diplomatic role
of the Secretary-General. It is of the utmost impor-
tance when we pass from the normal and unspectacular
work of the General Assembly to consideration of the
special item on the Middle East. The General Assem-
bly must deal with the item and must succeed in deal-
ing with it, because the peoples of the world only
know of the United Nations and cannot be expected to
differentiate between the responsibilities of the Security
Council and those of the General Assembly. Never-
theless it is a fact that the General Assembly has
powers of recommendation only and not of coercion;
it has only moral authority and can rely on moral force
only, the force of moral principles and the force of
world public opinion. ’

375. Having regard to these circumstances, the Gen-
eral Assembly has acted promptly. Powers great and
small have taken the initiative and come forward with
constructive proposals, and thus the United Nations
Emergency Force came into being. The General As-
sembly rapidly passed resolutions couched in general
terms and the Secretary-General has implemented
them by delicate and arduous negotiations, supported
therein by the force of world opinion. The efficacy of
Assembly action depends on its moral force, which
in turn depends on the understanding by werld opinion
of the moral principle underlying each Assembly re-
commendation. This may take time, and may involve
progressive steps being taken before success is secured.

376. Iu the case of the Middle East, the General As-
sembly has stopped a war and is building up a founda-
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tion of peace based on the principles of the Charter
and not on expediency. This is no mean achievement,
and the General Assembly can now adjourn with a
feeling of satisfaction as the reward of its determined
and laborious efforts.

377. And now, it only remains for me to express my
deep gratitude to all who have afforded me their un-
stinted co-operation and assistance, And so, fellow
delegates, join with me in extending our grateful
thanks to the Secretary-General and his Executive
Assistant, as well as his conscientious secretaries of
LCommittees and of all the members of his staff, both
those whom we see and hear and those who work in
the recesses of the Secretariat. The Secretary-General
is to be congratulated, not only on his own prodigious
contribution to the work of the United Nations, but
also on his administration of an international service
which is impartial and well co-ordinated as well as
devoted, competent and efficient. Qur cordial thanks

also go to the United Nations officers and correspond-
ents, who through the Press, radio and television
have helped to mobilize world public opinion in support
of the United Nations.

378. Finally, I would ask the Vice-Presidents, the
Committee Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Rappor-
teurs, as well as all my fellow representatives, to accept
my warmest thanks for their co-operation and geod
will. It is the spirit of co-operation and of good will
that I prize the most, for it is this spirit, added to your
tireless and determined efforts, that has brought us
the successful results of this session. May I now wish
each and all of you a well-earned rest, so that after it
you may resume your work with renewed vigour for
the United Nations cause of peace, freedom, justice
and human welfare,

379. The eleventh session of the General Assemtiy
is adjourned.

The meeting rose at 8:25 p.am.

Printed in U.S.A,
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