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LETTER DATED 20 MARCH 1984 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF TEE CONFERENCE ON 
DISARMAMENT FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, 
TRANSMITTING THE TEXT OF A DRAFT TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF FORCE 
IN OUTER SPACE AND FROM SPACE AGAINST THE EARTH.

20 March 1984

In accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of General Assembly 
resolution JS/70, of 15 December 1985, I submit herewith the text of a 
draft treaty on the prohibition of the use of force in outer space and 
from space against the Earth.

I request you to circulate this text as an official document of the 
Conference on Disarmament.

(Signed) V. Issraelyan

GE.84-61048
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ANNEX

TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF 'THE USE OF FORCE IN 
OUTER SPACE AND FROM SPACE AGAINST THE EARTH

The States Parties to this Treaty,

Guided by the principle whereby Members of the United Nations shall refrain in 
their international relations from the threat or use of force in any manner 
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,

Seeking to avert an arms race in outer space and thus to lessen the danger to 
mankind of the threat of nuclear war.

Desiring to contribute towards attainment of the goal whereby the exploration 
and utilization of outer space, including the Moon and other.celestial bodies, 
would be carried out exclusively for peaceful purposes,

have agreed on the following:

Article 1

It is prohibited to resort to the use or threat of force in outer space and 
the atmosphere and on the Earth through the utilization, as instruments of 
destruction’, of space objects in orbit around the Garth, on celestial bodies or 
stationed in space in any other manner.

It is further prohibited to resort to the use or threat of force .against space 
objects in orbit around the Earth, on celestial bodies or stationed in outer space 
in any other manner. '

Article 2

In accordance with the provisions of article 1, States Parties to this Treaty 
undertake s

1. Not to test or deploy by placing in orbit around the Earth or stationing 
on celestial bodies or in any other manner any space-based weapons for the 
destruction of objects on the Earth, in the atmosphere or in outer space.

2. Not to utilize space objects in orbit around the Earth, on celestial 
bodies or stationed in outer space in any other manner as means to destroy any 
targets on the Earth, in the atmosphere or in.outer space.

J. Not to destroy, damage, disturb the normal functioning or change the 
flight trajectory of space objects of other Suates.

4. Not to test or create new anti-satellite systems and to destroy any 
anti-satellite systems that they may already haye.
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5. Not to test or use manned, spacecraft for military, including anti-satellite, 
purposes.

Article 3

The State Parties to this Treaty agree not to assist, encourage or induce any 
State, group of States, international organization or natural or legal person to 
engage in activities prohibited by this Treaty.

Article 4

1. For the purpose of providing assurance of compliance with the provisions
of this Treaty, each state Party shall use the national technical means of 
verification at its disposal in a manner consistent with generally recognized 
principles of international law. '"

2. Each State Party undertakes not to interfere with the national technical 
means of verification of other States Parties operating in accordance with 
paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 3

1. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake to consult and co-operate 
with each other in solving any problems that may arise in connection with the 
objectives of the Treaty or its implementation.

2. Consultations and co-operation as provided in paragraph 1 of this article 
may also be undertaken by having recourse to appropriate international procedures 
within the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter. Such recourse may 
include utilization of the services of the Consultative Committee of States Parties 
to the Treaty.

J. The Consultative Committee of States Parties to the Treaty shall be 
convened by the depositary within one month after the receipt of a request from any 
State Party to this Treaty. Any State Party may nominate a representative to serve 
on the Committee.

Article 6

. Each State Party to this Treaty undertakes to adopt such internal measures as 
it may deem necessary to fulfil its constitutional requirements in order to 
prohibit or prevent the carrying out of any activity contrary to the provisions of 
this Treaty in any place whatever under its jurisdiction or control.

Article 7

Nothing in this Treaty shall affect the rights and obligations of States under 
the Charter of the United Nations.
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Article 8

Any dispute which may arise in connection with the implementation of this 
Treaty shall be settled exclusively by peaceful means through recourse to the 
procedures provided for in the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

Article 10

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. Any State which does not sign this treaty before its 
entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at 
any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and accession shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have 
deposited instruments of ratification upon the deposit with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations of the fifth instrument of ratification, provided that such 
instruments have been deposited by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States of America.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited 
after the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of 
the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5* The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall promptly inform all 
signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit 
of each instrument of ratification or accession, the date of entry into force of 
this Treaty as well as other notices.

Article 11

This Treaty, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, who shall send duly certified copies thereof to the 
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.


