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Annex [

[ENGLISH ONLY]
Panel discussion on missing persons
(Concept paper)
Background

The problem of missing persons is one of the most acute challenges stemming from the armed
conflicts. Armed conflicts are accompanied by the widespread violations of international
humanitarian law and human rights law of millions of people around the world.

In today’s world, thousands of people are still missing and their families are uncertain about their
fate. Determining the fate of persons reported missing in connection with the armed conflict and
alleviating the plights of their relatives should be among main tasks of all the relevant
stakeholders, especially states; states bear primary responsibility to prevent persons from going
missing and to search and identify the victims. The families and relatives have a right to know
the fate of the missing as a result of armed conflict.

Relevant international foras, including the Human Rights Council should keep this issue under
constant attention.

On 28 March 2008 Human Rights Council adopted by resolution 7/28 on missing persons.
According to the Paragraph 11 of that resolution, “the HRC decides to hold a panel discussion on
the question of missing persons at its ninth session and to invite experts of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, delegates of Governments and non-governmental organizations as
well as national human rights institutions and international organizations to participate therein”.

Date

The Panel will take place on 22 September 2008 from 15:00 to 18:00 in Room XVII within the
ambits of its 9™ session of the Human Rights Council.

Focus and objectives
The aim of the panel is to raise awareness of the gravity of the problem of persons reported

missing in connection with armed conflict, to highlight the human rights aspects/implications in
and around the issue and to urge all relevant stakeholders to pay attention to this issue and
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continue to address the human rights consequences thereof. Panel will seek practical
recommendations to address this issue, voice out the best practices.

Format

Ambassador Martin Thoeghian Uhomoibhi, President of the Human Rights Council, will open
the panel (5 minutes).

Moderator

Luis Alfonso De Alba, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Mexico
Kyung-wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner of Human Rights will make opening
statement (introductory remarks) — 5 minutes

Panelists

Dr. Vefaeddin Ibayev, Judge of the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan - 7 minutes;

Mrs. Karine Minasyan, Director of the Human Rights Center for Prisoners of Wars
(POWs), Hostages and Missing in Action (MIA), Coordinator in Armenia International

Working Group for PoWs, Hostages and MIA — 7 minutes;

Mrs. Cordula Droege, Legal Adviser, Legal Division of the International Committee of the
Red Cross - 7 minutes;

Mr. Marco Sassoli, Professor, Geneva Academy on Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law - 7 minutes;

Mr. Michel Veuthey, Professor, Vice-President of the International Institute of
Humanitarian Law - 7 minutes;

Ms. Kathryne Bomberger, Director-General of the International Commission on Missing
Persons - 7 minutes

Interactive dialogue

The panelists will be followed by delegates representing states from each regional group (3
minutes each). Interactive dialog will be divided into two slots of 60 minutes each (45
minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed 15 minutes for comments
and replies by panelists including concluding remarks).

Civil society representatives can take the floor.
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Concluding remarks

Concluding remarks by the Moderator and the President of the Human Rights Council (3
minutes)

Participation

The Permanent Missions, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-
governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and to make their contributions to the
panel.

The list of speakers will be opened on 22 September, at 15:00.

Outcome

According to paragraph 11 of the HRC resolution on “Missing persons”, High Commissioner of
Human Rights will prepare a summary of the panel’s deliberations and the HRC will task the

Advisory Committee, at the ninth session, with the preparation of a study on best practices in the
matter.
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Annex 11
[ENGLISH ONLY]
List of speakers — Interactive Dialogue

Member and Observer States: Pakistan (on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference),
Cyprus, Morocco, France (on behalf of the European Union), Greece, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Israel,
Islamic Republic of Iran, Argentina

National Human Rights Institutions: Conseil Consultatif des Droits de I’'Homme (Morocco),
Procuraduria de los Derechos Humanos (Guatemala)

Non-governmental organizations: Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, International Human
Rights Association of American Minorities, International Movement Against All Forms of
Discrimination and Racism, Interfaith International, European Union for Public Relations (Joint
statement with International Institute for Peace), Centre for Human Rights and Peace Advocacy
(Joint statement with World Peace Council), Latin American Committee for the Defence of
Women'’s Rights, Al-Hakim Foundation, Association of World Citizens

Delegations taking the floor in the exercise of the right of reply: Algeria, Syrian Arab Republic,
Sri Lanka, Morocco, Algeria (2™ reply), Morocco (2™ reply)



