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Cqinments_of_ specialized agencies 

In accordance with paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 1843 A (XVII), 
the Secretary-General invited the specialized agencies to submit comments on the 
proposals relating to an article on the rights of the child. The International 
Labour Organisation and the Food and Agriculture Organization stated that they 
had no comments to make. The World Health Organization submitted the following 
comments: 

With regard to the matters discussed by the Third Committee during the 
seventeenth session of the General Assembly and particularly to paragraph 18 of 
its report (document A/5365); I would call attention to the preamble of the 
Constitution of the World Health Organization which declares that "Governments 
have a responsibility for the health of their peoples which can be fulfilled only 
by the provision of adequate health and social measures". The directing organs 
of WHO have, hc^ever, taken no decisions that apply directly to the proposals 
considered by the General ^seembly before adopting resolution 1843 A (XVII). 

It is for the General Assembly to decide, on the advice of the competent 
United Nations organs, whether it is desirable to add to the draft convention an 
article on the rights of the child; on that question, therefore, I have no 
comments to offer. I would recall, however, that the Declaration of Rights of 
the Child, which was adopted by the General Assembly in resolution 1386 (XIV) 
takes into account the observations and suggestions regarding health which this 
Organization submitted to the Commission on Human Rights and the Social Commission 
during their debates on the draft declaration. 
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