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DRAFT INTSRNATIONAL COVANANTS ON EUZN RIGHTS:

PROPOSALS RELATING TO &N ARTICLE ON THE RIGETS OF TEE CKILD
Comments of Governments

The Secretary-Generzl has received comments from the Government of the

elagasy Republic, which are submitted herewith to the Commission on Human
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15 Iarch 1963
"The Iinistry of Foreign Affairs of the Yalagasy Republic informs the
Secretary-General of the United Nations that the HMalagasy Government spproves
the inclusion of =n article on the rights o0f the child.

The lalagasy delegotion's posgition will be based on the provisions of
Kalagasy law on tie preotection of the child incorporsted in z recent ordinance
wizose principal clauses are the following:
frriicle 1, The child occupies o privileged pluce in the family: Le is
entitled to the fullest possible materisl and moral security.

trticle 2. [Kesponsibility for the child's educution rests primarily with the
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family, which shall ensure the harmonious development of his personszlity.
Lrticle 3. 1f, Lowever, the security, morazls, healti or education of 2 person
less than eighteen years of age are in jeopordy, the State shall take steps
either to =zid and =ssist the fomily in its role ws the child's natursl educztor,
or to provide appropriate educationzl asgistonce and supervision ox lastly,
where circumstances and the child's personslity maoy so require, to place the

minor under the »rotection of speciazl courts.
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irticle 4, Criminal responsibility shell continue to begin at the age of

w3

eighiteens +the applicable nge of the minor slinll be tiat at wihicl

. he lLas committed
tre offence,

.-s evidence of minority eitier a birtl certificate or a court decision shall
be accepted; in lieu tlereof the result of a physiczl examination shall be
accented.” (Ordinance No, 62-038 of 19 September 1962 revealin; anéd superseding

Ordinance No, 60-142 on the Protection of the Child,)



