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DRAFT INTERMNATIONAL COVENANTS ON HUMAW RIGHTS:
PROPOSALS RELATING TC AN ARTICLE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Comnments of Governments

In accordence with paragraph 2 of General Lssembly resolution 1843 & (XVII),
tne Secretvary~General invited the Governments of liember Stotes to submit comments
on the proposals relating to on article on the rights of the child. The
Seeretory~Gereral has received comments from the Goveraments of Brazil, Cambodia,
Greeco,; the Philippines and the Ukrainior Soviet Socialist Republic, which are
submivted herewith +to the Commission on Humen Rights.

Jrozid (19 February 1963
Original: ENGLISH)
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ght the inclusion i the International Covenants on

e

wumon Rights of a special article pertaining to the nrotection of children might

seenr inadvigable and even superfluous, o detailed study of the subject has led

a1y

vhe Brazilian Government to reaffirm the stond it took before the Third Committee
during the seventeenth session of the Genmerol hggenbliy.

First and foremost, problems relating to children are of interest to the
Shote.  Aparv from ony political prejudice or ony socializing trend of modern
socioty, the nroblem goes beyond +the fomily structure, becoming thus of concern

vo vhe State. It connot be denied that children enjoy a sul generxis status in

dern gsociety and thot recent legislation has devoted particulor ottention o

I}

them. lMoreover, children have specific rights thot are neither anvicipated nor

-L

Fal

defended by other articles in the Covenonis on Human Rights. The cdoption by the

™

General Assembly, on 20 Hovember 1959, of o Declaration on the Rights of Children

revresents officiol cckrowledgment that certein aspects of childrents problens

O

Justify specific ond seporcte treatment.
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Following this line of reasoning, which seems & logicel one %o the Drazilian

K

Govermment, the drafting of ¢ special ariticle converting the minimal rights contained

4

the aforementioned Decloration into legal obligations would aprear expedient.

i

in

-

the opinion of the Brosilian Government, the itext proposed Ly the Delegation

™

of Polamd, which received *he support of the 3rezilian representative on the Third

Committee of the General Lssembly, is concise and circumspect. first paragraph

emmhagizes the importance of children in modern socieily as a

noint for

EIR

A

their pDrotection on en imternational level, The second paragraph refers to different

o

aspecvs of discrimination and, although in & wey it is repetitive of other articles
off he Covenanits, its inclusion is advisable as a contribution to the balanced
shructure of the article. The paresgraph following deals with the vprotection of
coildren born oubt of wedloclk and its socicl significence is indigputeble in advanced
modernn legislaticen., Although in some countries discrimination still cx1sts in this
ares, the jurisprudence of the courts has begun to do away with such restrictions

and labour legislaticn is also guaranteeing the rvighits of workers' cormon-law-wives

.

and of children born out of wedlock. Considering thatlt the Covernants have an educational

ospect, the SBrazilien Government believes the third paragraph to be highly desirable

3

2s 1t is in benefit of a large part of manizind. Lostly, paragrash 4 secks to guarantee

wiae child the right to a name and a naticnelily, es well as to giving him legal and
socinl status
Having studied the varicus amendments intreduced in the Polish draft, the

Brozilian Goverament is inelined to support the original version, ss & working text

on the basis of vhich the Commission on non Hights should prevnare a draft article

1o be submitted to the ECC3CC end to the cighieenil session of the General LAssembly.,
erhodia (21 February 1963
BWGLISE

Original: FRENCH)

t is desirable to include in the international covenants & special article on

sne rights of the child.

e

The drafi artvicle waich Cambodia favours is thal proposed by the representative
£

of Poland:

"I. The child shall be entitled to special protection by society ond the State.

2. ZFvery child, without any excepticn viatsoever, shall be entitled to equal rights,
without distinction or discrimination on account of race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, nati onul or social origin, property, birth

o

or other stetus, whether of himsel? or of his family.



3, Birth out of wedlock shall not restrict the rights of the child.

iy

« The child shall be entiitled from his birth to & name and a nationality,”

N

liost of the discussions on private rights, in particular on the rights of
inheritance of children born out of wedlock compered with those of legitimeate
heg nade no distinetion

childmen, do not affect, as since 1920 the Cambodian Civil Code

in this respect.
~
Greece, {

AT

.. Ghe views of the Royal Govermment of Greece on the advisability of including
an article on the rights of the children in the International Covenants on Human
Rights remain those expressed by the Delesetie of CGreece on the Third Commitiee of

vhe AVII General Lesembly «aw

Zhilippines 27 February 1963
Orlginelz ENGLISH)

The Philippines, heving considered tihie various proposals submitted on the

irnclusion of an article dealing with the rights of the child, and haoviag noted the
& b (<3

(&

6 A

divergent views expressed on the specific menticn of the rights of the child, wishes

i
o submit a text essentially bosed on Princinie 1 of the Declaration of the Rights
J i =3
of tae Child:
"Every child and young person, without any exception whatsoever, shall
163 ’ ’
be entitled to special protection by the family, society and +the State, and
n o ¥ b

“iscriminatiocn on account of

u

to equality of rights, without disitinciion or
race, colour, sex, language, religion, politicel or other opinion, national

or social origin, prodervy, birth or stetus, whether of himself cr of his

Uzrainian SOE (31 January 1963
Originel: RUSSIAN)

es- in the opinion of the Government of the Ukrainicn SSE, the Covenant on Civil and
olitical Rights should include an article cn the protection of the rights of the
child with compulsory mention of the fact that birth out of wedloclz shall not restrict
the rights of the child.

This article could be based on the text submitited by the delegatvion of the

Polish People's Republic in the Third Cormittec at the seventeenth session of the
p

General Assembly and contained in docunent A/C.B/L.lOl4.




