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Chronological Aljiiabethical 

Country/Speaker С ountry/Speaker 

I. Oriçanization I and Procedures 

1 Algeria Algeria 1 
Argentina 5,15,19 

2 Mexico Australia 2,49 
Fraince Belgivtm 3,19 
Sri Lanka Bulgaria 11,18 
Australia Burma 8 
Sweden Canada 4,23 
USSR Cuba 4 
United Kingdom Czechoslovakia 7,20,25 

Egypt 5 
3 Yugoslavia Ethiopia 5,8 

Italy Prance 2 
Pakistan German Democratic Republic 6,1б,19,3б|49 
Venezuela Germany, Federal Republic of 5 ' 
Belgium Hungary 9,17,49 

India 9,49 
4 Cuba Indonesia 6 

Canada Iran 6,45 
United States Italy 3,29 
Japan Japan 4 
Romania Kenya 6 
Nigeria Mexico 2,26,28,50^35 Nigeria 

Mongolia 12,39 
5 Poland Morocco 7 

Egypt Netherlands 6,8,16,42 
Ethiopia Nigeria 4,17,31 
Argentina Pakistan 3,17 
Germany,Federal Republic of Poland 5 

Romania 4,23,30 
6 German Democratic Republic Sri Lanka 2,46,49 

Netherlands Sweden 2 
Zaire USSR 2,8,15,17, 
Kenya 19,32,43, 
Iran 49 
Indonesia United Kingdom 2,15,49 

United States 4,15,35,43 
7 Czechoslovakia Venezuela 3 

Morocco Yugoslavia 3 
Zaire 6 

8 Burma 
USSR 
Netherlands 
Ethiopia 

9 India 
-Hungary-

11 Bolgaria 

12 Mongolia 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

PV Country/Spealcer С ouiitry/Speaker PV 

I. Oriîanization an d Procedures (Cont'd) 

15 USSR 
Argentina 
United States 
United Kingdom 

16 German Democratic Republic 
Netherlands 

17 USSR 
Pakistan 
Hungary 
Nigeria 

18 Bulgaria 
19 Argentina 

USSR 
Germem Democratic Repuhlic 
Belgium 

20 Czechoslovakia " 
23 Canada 

Romania 
25 Czechoslovakia 
26 Mexico 
28 Mexico 
29 Italy 
30 Mexico 

Romajiia 
31 Nigeria 
32 USSR 
35 Mexico 

United States 
36 German Democratic Republic 
39 Mongolia 
42 USSR 

Netherlands 
43 United States 
45 Iran 
46 Sri Lanka 
49 German Democratic Republic 

USSR 
Australia 
Hungary 
India 
United Kingdom 
Sri Lanka 
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Chronological Alishabethical 

F7 Cormtry/Speaker Country/Speaker PV 

II. Huelea X Test Ban 
2 Mexico 

Australia Argentina 5 Sweden Australia 2, 47,49 United Kingdom Belgium 19 
Bulgaria 34 

3 Italy Burma 8 
Pakistan Canada 4,47 

Czechoslovakia 20,25,47 
4 Canada Egypt 5,48 

Nigeria Ethiopia 5 
United States Prance 52 
Japan German Democratic Republic 6 

5 Poland Germany, Federal Republic of 5,16 
Argentina Hungary 9,17 
Germany, Federal Republic of India 9,47,49 
Egypt Iran 6,45 
Ethiopia Italy 3,18 

Japan 4,16 
6 German Democratic Republic Kenya 6 

Kenya Mexico 2,34 
Iran Mongolia 34 
Netherlands Morocco 1 7 

Netherlands 6,16,46 
7 Morocco Nigeria 4,17,26,39 

Pakistan 3,17,47 
в Burma Poland 5 

Romania 23,37 
9 amgary Sri Lanka 47,49 

India Sweden 2,16,56,46 

16 
USSR 33,49 

16 Sweden United Kingdom 2,46 
Japeua United States 4,33 
Netherlands 
Germany, Federal Republic of 

17 Pakistan 
Hungary 
Nigeria 

18 Italy 

19 Belgium 

20 Czechoslovakia 
23 Romania 
25 Czechoslovakia 
26 Nigeria 

33 United States 
USSR 

34 Mexico 
Mongolia 
Bulgaria 
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Chronological Alphahethical 

PV Country/Speaücer Country/Speaker PV 

36 

37 

39 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

52 

II. Nuclear Tes 

Sweden 

Romania 

Nigeria 

Iran 

Netherlands 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 

Australia 
Ps,lfi Stan 
India 
Czechoslovakia 
Sri Lanka 
Canada 

Egypt 

USSR 
Australia 
India 
Sri Lanka 

Prance 

3t Ban (Cont'd) 
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Chronological Aljixabethical 

PV С ountry/Speaker С ountry/Speaker PV 

III. Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Race 
and Nuclear Disarmament 

1 Algeria 
2 I Mexico 

Australia 
USSR 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 
Prance 

Italy 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia 
Belgium 
Pakistan 

Canada 
United States 
Japan 
Romania 
Nigeria 

Cuba 
Poland 
Egypt 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ethiopia 

German Democratic Republic 
Netherlands 
Kenya 
Iran 
Indonesia 
Czechoslovakia 

7 I Morocco 

8 I USSR 
Poland 
German Democratic Republic 
Cuba 
Burma 

India 
Hungary 

11 I Bulgaria 

12 I Mongolia 

l6 I Sweden 
Japan 

Algeria 1 ,28 
Australia 2, 28,39 
Belgitun 3 
Bulgaria 11,18,34 
Burma 8 
Canada 4,39 
Cuba 5,8,28 
Czechoslovakia 6,18,25 
Egypt 5,37,40 
Ethiopia 5,38 
France 2 ,28,52 
German Democratic Republic 6,8,36,39, 

41,49 
Germany, Federal Republic of 5,33,39 
Hungary 9,17,36 
India 9,24,39,49 
Indonesia 6 
Iran 6,45 
Italy 3 
Japan 4,16,39 
Kenya 6,34 
Mexico 2,28,33 
Mongolia 12,33,34, 

39,44 
Morocco 

1,46,28 Netherlands 1,46,28 
Nigeria 4,26,39 
Pakistan 3,17 
Poland 5,8»28,33 
Romania 4,23,28,37 
Sri Lanka 49 
Sweden 2,16,33,36 
USSR 2,8,17,25, 

36,38,41,49 
United Kiiigdom 2,33,28,39 • 
United States 4,23,33,46,28 
Venezuela ' 3 
Yugoslavia 5 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

Country/Speaker Country/Speaker 

17 

18 

20 

25 

24 

25 

26 

28 

55 

34 

56 

57 

58 

III. Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Bace 
and Nuclear Disarmament (Cont'd) 

Pakistan 
Hungary 
USSR 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

Romania 
United States 
India 
Czechoslovakia 
USSR 
Nigeria 
Mexico 
Australia 
Prance 
Algeria 
United States 
Netherlands 
Poland 
Romania 
Cuba 
USSR 

United States 
USSR 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
United Kingdom 
Poland 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Sweden 

Mongolia 
Bulgaria 
Kenya 

Hungary 
USSR 
Sweden 
German Democratic Republic 

Egypt 
Romania 

Ethiopia 
USSR 
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Chronological Alphahethical 

PV Country/Speaker Country/Speaker PV 

III. Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Васе 
lind Nuclear Disarmament (Cont'd) 

59 

40 

41 

42 

45 

46 

49 

52 

Germsui Democratic Republic 
United Kingdom 
Canada 
Australia 
Mongolia 
Japgui 
Nigeria 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
India 
Egypt 

German Democratic Republic 
USSR 

Mbngolia 

Iran 

Netherlands 
United Kingdom 

German Democratic Republic 
USSR 
India 
Sri Lanka 

Prance 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

P7 Country/Speaker Country/Speaker PV 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

9 

12 

17 

23 

25 

34 

36 

37 

IV. Effective international arrangements to assuire 
non-nuclear-weapon States against tiie use or 

threat of use of nuclear weapons 

United Kingdom 
Pakistan 
Canada 
Nigeria 

Cuba 
Poland 
German, Federal Republic of 

German Democratic Republic 
Iran 

Morocco 

Burma 

India 
Hungary 

Mongolia 

Pakistan 

Romania 
Czechoslovakia 
Mongolia 

Hungary 
USSR 
Sweden 
Belgium 
Netherlands 
Czechoslovakia 
German Democratic Republic 

Egypt 
Venezuela 
Algeria 
Pakistan 
Romania 
Poland 
United States 
United Kingdom 
Argentina 
France 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Zaire 
Yugoslavia 
Mexico 
Bulgaria 

Algeria I 57 
Argentina 57 
Belgium 56 
Bulgaria 57 
Burma 8 
Canada 4»59 
Cuba 5 
Czechoslovakia 25,56 
Egypt 57 
Ethiopia 58 
France 57»52 
German Democratic Republic 6,56,49 
German, Federal Republic of 5,57 
Hungary 9,36,49 
India 9,39,49 
Iran 6,45 
Mexico 37 
Mongolia 12,54,44 
Morocco 7 
Netherlands 36 
Nigeria 14 
Pakistan 3,17,57 
Poland 5,37,49 
Romania 25,57 
Sweden 36 
USSR 36,49 
United Kingdom 2,57 
United States 57 
Venezuela 57 
Yugoslavia 57 
Zaire 57 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

FV С o\mtry/Speaker Country/Speaker PV 

IV. Effective international arrangements to assure 
non-nuclear-veapon States against the use or 
threat of use of nuclear weapons (Cont'd) 

38 Ethiopia 

39 I India 
Canada 

44 I Mongolia 

45 Iran 

49 German Democratic Republic 
Poland 
USSR 
Hungary 
India 

52 1 France 
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F7 

Chronological 

Country/Speaker 

Alphabethical 

С ountry/Speaker P7 

7. Chemical Weapons 
Mexico 
Australia 
Sweden 
USSR • 
United Kingdom 

3 Italy 
4 United States 

Japan 
Nigeria 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Germany, Federal Republic of 

Netherlands 
Kenya 
German Democratic Republic 
Iran 

7 Morocco 

8 Burma 
Netherlands 

Italy 
Hungary 
India 

19 I Belgium 

22 I Japan 

23 Canada 

24 India 

25 Czechoslovakia 

26 Brazil 

29 Venezuela 
Poland 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Italy 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 
Kenya 
Burma 

30 I Romania 
Netherlands 

Australia 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Bulgsojia 
Burma 
Canada 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark f / 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Finland f / 
France 
German Democratic Republic 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Hungary 
India 
Iran 
Italy 
Japan 
Kenya 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
Nigeria 
Poland 
Romania 
Spain ^ 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
USSR 

United Kingdom 
United States 
7enezuela 
Zaire 

2,31,44 
19 
26,32 
31 
8,29,45 
23,45 
25,44 
44 
5,51 
5 
43 
43,47,52 

5,29,42 
9,31 
9,24,31,ЗЯ49| 
6,45 
5,9,29,47 
4,22,31,47 
6,29 
2,31 
44 
7 
6 ,8,30 ,49,52 
4,31 
29,43,49 
30 
42 
46 
2,29,36,46 
2,31,32,55 
44,46,49 
2,29 
4,51,55,43 
29 
31 

*/ Non-member States of the Committee on Disarmament. 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

Сountry/Speak er Country/Speaker PV" 

V. Chemical Weapons (Cont'd) 

31 j Hungary 
Australia 
Egypt 
Nigeria 
United States 
USSR 
Bulgaria 
Zaire 
Japsui 
Mexico 
India 

32 ¡ USSR 
Brazil 

33 1 USA 
USSR 

36 Sweden 

39 India 

42 Оешишу, Federal Republic of 
Spain 

43 1 Poland 
France 
Finland */ 
United States 

44 I Mongolia 
USSR 
Czeóhoslovakia 
Denmark */ 
Australia 

45 Iran 
Burma 
Canada 

46 USSR 
Sweden 
Sri Lanka 

47 Japan 
Italy 
France 

49 I USSR 
Poland 
Netherlands 
India 

52 Netherlands 
52 France 

f / Non-member States of the Committee on Disarmament. 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

PV Country/Spesücer Country/Speaker PV 

3 

4 

5 
é 
7 

8 
9 

11 

12 

32 

33 

34 

40 

41 

42 

44 

45 

46 

49 

VI. New types of weapons of mass destraction and new 
of such weapons; radiological weapons 

Australia 41 
Bulgaria 11,45 
Burma 8 
Canada 42 
Cuba 4,41 
Egn>t 40 
France 40 
German Democratic Republic 41 
Germany, Federal Republic of 41 
Hungary 9,40 
India 49 
1гаш^ 45 
Italy 3,42 
K e i ^ 6,34 
Mongolia 12,34,44 
Morocco 7 
Poland 5,40,49 
Romania 4 
Sri Lanka 46,49 
USSR 2,32,33,401 

41,49 
United Kingdom 2 
United States 4,33,40 
Yugoslavia 3 

USSR 
United Kingdom 

Yugoslavia 
Italy 
Cuba 
Romania 
United States 
Poland 
Kenya 
Morocco 
Burma 
Hungary 
Bulgaria 
Mongolia 

USSR 

United States 
USSR 

Mongolia 
Kenya 

France 
Poland 
a m g a r y 
Egypt 
USSR 
United States 

Genaan Democratic Republic 
Cuba 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
USSR 
Australia 

Canada 
Italy 

Mongolia 

Bulgaria 
Iran 

Sri Lanka 

Poland 
USSR 
India 
Sri Lanka 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

PV Country/Speaker Country/speaker PV 

22 

2 

5 

2 

4 
51 

44 

45 

4 

5 

7 

45 

4 . 

VII. Consideration of other areas dealing with the 
Cessation of the Arms Race and Disarmament 

and Other R»leTant Measures 

1, Outer Space 

Italy 

2. Demilitarization of the Sea-Bed ' 
Sweden 
Poland 

5. Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace 

Indonesia 

B.W. Convention 
United Kingdom 
Romania 
Australia 
Nigeria 
Denmark 
Mongolia 
USSR 
Burma 

Italy 

Sweden 
Poland 

Indonesia 

Australia 
Burma 
Denmark 
Mongolia 
Nigeria 
Romania 
USSR . 
United Kingdom 

5. Convention on Enviromental Warfare (ЩМОВ) 

6. Conventional Disarmament 
Mexico 
Prance 
Australia 
United Kingdom 
Sweden 

Yugoslavia 
Italy 
Belgium 

United States 

Germany, Federal Republic of 
Egypt 

Zaire 
Kenya 
Morocco 
Iran 

Australia 
Belgium 
Egypt 
France 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Iran 
Italy 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Sweden 
United States 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 

22 

2 

5 

51 
45 
44 
44 
31 
4 
44 
2 

2 
5 
5 
2 
5 
45 
5 
2 

7 
2 
4 
5 
6 
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PV 

Chronological 

Country/Speaker 

Alphabethical 

С ountry/Speaker PV 

5 

6 

19 

2 

5 

4 

5 

6 

45 

3 

4 

5 

7 
45. 

VII. Consideration of other areas dealing with the 
Cessation of the Arms Race and Disarmaaient 

and Other Relevant Measures (Cont'd) 

7. Regional Disarmament 

(a) General 
Prance , ^ , . 
Sweden I Belgium 

Prance 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Kenya 
Romania 

Germany, Federal Republic oJ} Sweden 

Kenya 

Belgium 

(b) Ецготюап Security and Reduction of forces i n Europe 2 Sweden 
USSR Germany, Federal Republic of 5 

Italy 3 
3 Yugoslavia Pakistan 17 

Italy Romania 4 
Sweden 2 

4 United States USSR 2,49 
Romania United States 4 

5 Germany, Federal Republic o: . Yugoslavia 3 

17 
37 

Pakistan 17 
37 Romania 
49 USSR 

8. Arms Trade and Transfers 

United Kingdom 

Venezuela 
Italy 

United States 
Poland 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Kenya 
Iran 

9. Reduction of Military Budgets 
Sweden 
United Kingdom 
Pakistan 
United States 
i?oland 
Romania 
Morocco 
Iran 

Germany, Federal Republic of 
Iran 
Italy 
Kenya 
Poland 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Venezuela 

Iran 
Morocco 
Pakistan 
Eoland 
Romania 
Sweden 
United Kingdom United Stsites 

3,19 
2 
5 
6 
4 
2 

5 
45 
3 
6 
5 
2 
4 
3 

45 
7 
3 
5 
4 
2 

4̂ 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

P7 Coxmtry/Speaker Country/Speaker F7 

3 

4 

2 

5 

2 

4 

5 

26 

29 

VU. Consideration of other areas dealing with the 
Cessation of the Arms Race and Disarmament 

and Other Relevant Measures (Cont'd^ 
10. Disarmsment and Development 

France 
Sweden 
7enezuela 
Romania 
United States 
Nigeria 
Poland 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Zaire 
Kenya 
Iran 
Indonesia 
Morocco 

11. Disarmament Decade 
Mexico 
Egypt 

12, Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament 

Ethiopia 
Egypt 
France 
Kenya 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Poland 
Romania 
Sweden 
United States 
7enezuela 
Zaire 

Egypt 
Mexico 

Mexico 
Romania 
Egypt 
Nigeria 
Italy 

Egypt 
Italy 
Mexico 
Nigeria 
Romania 

13. General and Complete Disarmament 
Mexico 
France 
Australia 
Sweden 
USSR 
United Kingdom 
Yugoslavia 
Italy 
Pakistan 
Venezuela 
Belgium 
Cuba 
Canada 
Romania 
Nigeria 
Poland 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Germany, Federal Republic of 

Australia 
Belgium 
Burma 
Bulgaria 
Canada 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
Ethiopia 
Egypt 
Prance 
German Democratic Republic 
Germarçy, Federal Republic of 
Hungary 
Indonesia 
Italy 
Kenya 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Poland 
Romania 

5 
5 
2 
6 
6 
6 
7 
4 
5 
4 
2 
4 
3 
6 

5 
2 

5 
29 
2 
26 
4 

3,19 
8 
11 
4 
4 
7,25 
5 
5 
2 
6 
5 
9 
б 

3 
6 
2 
12 
7 
4 
3 

\ 
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Chronological Aljiiabethical. 

FV С ountry/Speeiker С ountry/Speaker PV 

8 

9 

11 

12 

19 

25 

VII. Consideration of other areas dealing vith the 
Cessation of the Arms Bace and JDisarmament 

and Other iRele-vant Measures (Cont'd) 

13. Genersu and Complete Disarmament (Cont'd) 

German Democratic Republic 
2Jaire 
Kenya 
Indonesia 

Czechoslovakia 
Morocco 

Burma 

Hungary 

Buglaria 

Mongolia 

Belgium 

Czechoslovakia 

Sweden 
USSR 
United Kingdom 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 

14. Special Session of the General Assembly 

(a) Final Document of the First Special Session 
(including paragraph 125Î 

1 Algeria 
2 Mexico 

Sri Lanka 
Sweden 

3 Yugoslavia 
Italy 
Pakistan 
Venezuela 
Belgium 

4 Romania 
Cuba 
Nigeria 

5 Poland 
Argentina 

6 Netherlands 
Kenya 
Indonesia 

7 Czechoslovakia 
Morocco 

8 Burma 
23 Romania 
30 Romania 
37 Romania 
45 Iran 

Algeria 
Argentina 
Belgium 
Burma 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
German Democratic Republic 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Italy 
Kenya 
Mexico 
Mongolia 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Poland 
Romania 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Venezuela 

2 
2 
2 
3 
6 

1 
5 
3 
8 
4 
7 
49 
49 
6 
45 
3 
6 
2 
12 
7 
6 
4 
3 
5,49 
4,23,30,37 
2,49 
2 
3 
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Chronological Alphabethical 

FV Country/Speaker С omitry/Speaker FV 

49 

VII. Consideration of other areas dealing with the 
Cessation of the Arms Race and Disamaaient 

and Other Relevant Measures (Cont'd) 

14. Special Session of the General Assembly 

(a) Final Document of the First Special Session 
(including paragraph 125) 

German Democratic Republic 
Poland 
India 
Sri Lanka 





C D / P V . l 

24 Januajry 1979 

ENGLISH 

P I M L RECOPJ) OF 'j?IiE FIRST MEETING 
h e l d ai, the P a l a i s des Nations, Geneva 
on Wednesday, 24 January 1979 at 11 a.m. 

Chairman; Mr. M.A. BOUTEFLnui ( A l g e r i a ) 

GE.79-60044 
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2 

PKESEÏÏT AT THE TABLE 

î i r . M . A . BOUTEPLIKa 

l ï r . E . BOUDJAIŒJI 

r ir . A , БЕШаЫ 

M r . A . PÁSM 

M r . A , BENSI'ÎAIL 

M r . И. азрлоим 

M r . B . C . ORTIZ BE ROZAS 

M r . F . JIMEMEZ BÁVILA 

M r . A . H . MOLTEIII 

M r . A . ЗШШР PEACOCK 

M r . L . B . THOMSOÎT 

M r . A . J . ВЕ1Ж 

M s . M . S . WICIODS 

M r . H . SBIO№T 

M r . J . A . R . SCHOUMAIŒR 

M r . P . HOTEPJ)AE№ 

M r . P , BERG 

M r . G. VAH BUYSE 

M r . G . A . l'IACIEL 

M r . L . P . LINBENBERG SETTE 

M r . A . CELSO BE OURO PPJDTO 

M r . С Л . SIMAS MAGALIIAES 

M r . P . VOUTOV 

M r . I . PETROV 

M r . I . SOTIEOEP 

и SA¥ HLAING 

и TIIEIbT АШГС 

и ТБАШГС- НТШТ 
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Canada 

C u b a ; 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ; 

E t h i o p i a s 

German D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ; 

Germany, F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o f s 

M r . R . HARRY JAY 

M r . J . T . SIMARD 

M r . G . A . H . PEARSON 

M r . P . TORRAS 

M r , L . SOLA V ILA 

M r . P . ORTIZ RODRIGUEZ 

M r s . V , BROliffiOSICY JACKIEVffCH 

M r . C. PAZOS BECEIRO 

M r , R . VALIENTE 

M r . R . LOPEZ GARCIA 

M r . M . R e & K 

M r . V . TYBÍER 

M r . J . J IR^gEK 

.Mr. 0 . EL-SBLAPEI 

M r . F . E L IBRASHI 

M r , M . EL-BARADEI 

M r , T . TERREEE 

M r . G . ALULA 

M r . G. HERDER 

M r . S . КАШ 

M r . M . GRACZYÍÍSKI 

M r . G . P I E I F E E R 

M r . H . SCmiEPPEN 

M r . J . POHLMAliN 

M r . H . MÜLLER 

H u n g a r y ? M r . M . DOMOKOS 

M r . C . GYORITY 

M r . A . LAKATOS 
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France ; 

India ; 

Indonesia; 

I r a n ; 

I t a l y ; 

Japans 

M r . J . F}lâI-ICUlS-POïïCET 

M r . P - C . TAITTINGER 

M r . F . DE Lâ GORGE 

I l r . Y . PAIGNIES 

M r . J . RIGAUD 

M r . J . BLOT 

M r . J - L . CiJRGORIIi 

M r . P . EEAUCIDlTAUD 

î l r . M . b . HESSEL 

M r . J . FEVTiE 

M r . L . DELAI'IâRE 

•Mr. BRESSOT 

M r . C . R . GHAREKHivïï 

M r . S . T . DEV/vRE 

M r . S . S O B H A R V / A L 

M r . A . SAl-II 

M r . A . 1Ш11Ь 

M r . M . S IDIK 

M r . I . DAI ' IA I Î IK 

M r . M . FARTASH 

M r . D. CHILATY 

M r . D . AMERI 

M r . ïï. D I BERNARDO. 

M r . P . EEPJiETTI 

M r . M . MORENO 

M r . C . PRATESCHI 

M r . G. VALDEVIT 

M r . M . OGIOS 

M r . T . NONOYAÎ.'iA 

M r . Y . KIKÜCHI 

M r . T . лшша 
M r . Y . НА1Ш'ЮРА 



СБ/РУЛ 
5 

K e n y a ; 

Mezicos 

Mongolia; 

Morocco; 

letherlanasî 

Mfíeria; 

Palcistan; 

Peru? 

Poland; 

M r . К. тшшш)1 
¥ix. С. GATEIÎE M A I M 

M r . G . N . MÜIIIU 

'Mr . A . GÀHCÎA ROBIES 

MiGS /u САВВЕТЛ 

M i s s L J - L CATiCIA 

M r . D. EltDSLffilLSG 

M r . L . BAYAIIT 

M r . A . b l iALL I 

M r . M, CHRâïJBI 

M r . R, ÏÏEIÏÏ 

M r . A . J . M3ËKBURG 

:ir„ 0 , АШ1Ш1 

Î4r. К. ivIitSD 

M r . Т .О. ОШЮКО 

M r . B.CJÎo ПМСГОТА 

M r . n,Ao PATUÎTASE 

Г?, J . K . A , MARKER 

Lí^\ I . A, íüi 1) iïB 

M r , И, ATŒ'/LTi 

Жх\ A . Ш SCíO 

M r . J , AURiCH MOJTERO 

M r . B . b U J K I 

M r . I L ?AC 

M r , S . KOFIK 

M r . M. KRUCZÏIC 

Romania; M r . T . líiLTJLESCÜ 

M r . C . Eîffi 

M r . G. T l i T C . 
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Sweden: 

Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c s ; 

U n i t e d К1пяаош; 

Mr. А.es. ШШЪ 

Иг. I.Z3. FONSEItâ 
Miss M.L. М О М А Т К Л 

Mr. R.P.E. JAYASINGHE 
Mr. A.C.A.M. Ш М Ш Т 

Mr. H. BLIX 
Mrs. I . THORSSOÏÏ 
Mr. G. LIDGARD 
Mr. L. NOIÎBERG 
Mr. J , PRAWITZ 
Mr. J . LUroiN 

Mr. V.L. ISSRAELYAN 
Mr. Yu. K, MZARKIH 
Mr. A.M. VAVILOV 
Mr. E.D. ZAITSEV 
Mr. V.A. VERTOGRADOV 
Mr. Yu. V. КОЗТЕШЮ 
Mr. M. G, А Ы Т Ш Ш Ш 

Mr. K.H. MARSHALL 
i:-?. CL.G. MLLABY 
Mr. c.K. сига-ш 
Mr. P.M.V. PRMTCIS 

United States of America; Mr, A. FISHER 
Mr. G. FLOVJEPiREE 
Mr. A. AKAL-OVSKY 
Mr. R. HAGEIGRUBER 
Ms. В. MUPJIAY 
Mr. M.L. SAlTCHES 
Mr. A. YAPJ-ÎOLINSKY 
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Venezuela: 

Yugosiavias 

Zaïre; 

Иг. U.C. CASTILLO 
r i r , A.R. T A Y L I - I A R D A Î 

I l r . II. ilSTEAGA 
îiiss D. SZOKGLOCZI 
Mrs. R. LISBOA DE ffiCER 

Mr. II. PESIC 
Mr. M. VTJIUÎJEC 
I l r . M. MIIIâJLOVIC 
Mr. D. DJOKIC 

Mr. L,K. cHi R i nmn 

Mr. i3. B U I Í A Y I 

Mr. M. E S U I C 

D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the 
Uni t e d Nations O f f i c e at Степе va; Mr. L . COTTAPAVI 

A s s i s t a n t Secretary-General 
f o r Disarmament; Mr. R . B J O P J E R S T E D T 
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The СНАШНАЖ ( t r a n s l a t e d from Trench); I n accordance with paragraph 120 

of the F i n a l Document of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the united Nations 
General Assembly and docmont AS/lü24 conûaining the l i s t o i States members of the 
Committee on Disarmsment, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f convening the Committee has f a l l e n 
to A l g e r i a . My country therefore has the honour to c h a i r the f i r s t meeting of the 
Committee on Disarmament. The A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n i s avare of the honour conferred 
on i t and xjishes to assure a l l members that i t v d l l sp?re no e f f o r t i n 
c o n t r i b u t i n g to the success of our d e l i b e r a t i o n s and to advance the сз-use that \ie 

propose to defend together. 
I n v i e \ i of the growing im-patience of peoples \,'ho reftise to accept the idea, 

that i n j u s t i c e and poverty are indis'sociable from man's d e s t i n y and that war'is 
bound up I'ith vhat has been c a l l e d a b i o l o g i c a l n e c e s s i t y , we would l i k e to b e l i e v e 
that the signs x'hich, while s t i l l fa.int, herald a gradual l i f t i n g of the 
r e s t r i c t i o n s which have always prevented each i n d i v i d u a l from_ p l a y i n g h i s r i g h t f u l 
r o l e i n what i s a matter of concern to a l l , aro t r u l y the harbingers-Of a future i n 
which mankind, drawing only on the l i b e r a t i n g p o t e n t i a l of science, w i l l 
ultima,tely come to t e m s with i t s e l f . Toda.y's dream w i l l become the. promise of 
tomorrow's r e a l i t y â s c o n t r o v e r s i a l , but innova^tive and c o n s t r u c t i v e a c t i o n s make 
t h e i r mark, since they tend to s h a t t e r the p e t r i f i e d concepts of the past. 

I t i s i n t h i s context tha^t the f i r s t s p e c i a l s e s s i o n ever devoted by the 
United Nations General Assembly to disarmament should be viewed, a s e s s i o n which 
c o n s t i t u t e s an imp^rta^nt t u r n i n g p o i n t i n +he e f f o r t s of the Interna.tional 
community bo put an end to the arms race and to create a momentum which can set i n 
motion a genuine process of uisarmam.ent. The p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l States Members 
of the United Nations i n t h i s s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the fa,ct tha,t m.any cou n t r i e s were 
represented at the highest l e v e l and the q u a l i t y of the d e l i b e r a t i o n s are evidence, 
i f evidence i s needed, of the importance of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and of the 
awareness, on the part of a.ll peoples, of the g r a v i t y o f the danger threatening 
mankind and of the urgent need to e l i m i n a t e i t . The adoption by consensus, at the 
end of that s p e c i a l session, of a F i n a l Document d e f i n i n g the p r i n c i p l e s Xi/hich 
should gu.ide f u t u r e disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , s e t t i n g out a programme of a c t i o n , 
and e s t a b l i s h i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l machinery to deal v l t h disa^rmajnent questions i s 
c l e a r proof t h a t , beca,use of the importance they attach to su.ch questions, a l l 
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peoples have l e t i t Ъо kncvn that they too are concerned and that they can Ъе c a l l e d 
on to make t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to the establishment of the foundations of l a s t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peaoe and s e c u r i t y . 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament vas convened as the Disarmament 
recade was drawing to a close and almost 20 jrcars a f t e r the adoption by the 
United Nations General Assembly of the h i s t o r i c r e s o l u t i o n proclaiming general and 
complete disarmament as the u l t i m a t e goal: and ve are forced to note that no r e a l 
progress has been m.ade i n that d i r e c t i o n and that manltind, w i t n e s s i n g an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y f r e n z i e d ar^.s race^ i s s t i l l confronted the three.t c f i t s own 
a n n i h i l a t i o n . Yet p r e v i o u s l y there had been no l a c k of m e r i t o r i o u s e f f o r t s or 
praiseworthy i n i t i a t i v e s . But, i n a world made smaller by progress and i n the 
presence of a danger the nature of which has been changed by the development and 
power o f new weapons, the patterns and approaches had remained the same, being 
based on a conception of i n t e r n a t i o n a l rela^tions c h a r a c t e r i z e d by m i s t r u s t which, 
over the c e n t u r i e s , has c o n t i n u a l l y given r i s e to d e v a s t a t i n g c o n f l i c t s . 

I t i s to the c r e d i t of the movement of non-aligned countries t h a t , since i t s 
establishment i n I96I, i t has worked t i r e l e s s l y f o r the establishment of a new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l order гЛ1сЬ takes account of the new r e a l i t i e s of our world and meets 
the a s p i r a t i o n s of peoples, and that i t took the i n i t i a t i v e i n the convening of the 
f i r s t s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament l a s t June, at 
which an attempt was made to break away from e a r l i e r patterns a,nd to evolve a new 
approach which would help set i n motion a genuine process of disarmajnent. I n t h i s 
way, the c e n t r a l r o l e and primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the united Nations i n the f i e l d 
of disarmament were reaffirmed and i n t e r n a t i o n a l machinery was devised to deal with 
a l l aspects of disarmament problems a.nd to operate e f f e c t i v e l y . 

The machinery e s t a b l i s h e d provides f o r two types 01 body, one a d e l i b e r a t i v e 
body, namely, the Disarmajnent Commission, composed of a l l Sta.tes Members of the 
United Nations, and the other at n e g o t i a t i n g b o d y — the Committee on Disarmament, 
with l i m i t e d membership. Today's opening 01 the work of the Committee on 
Disa.rmament, f o l l o \ ; i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e s s i o n of the Disarmament Commission, 
ma.rks the f i n a l stage i n the establishment of t h i s machinery, ^fhich a,ssuredly 
represents the most s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 



C D / F V . 1 

10 

(The Chai man) 

However, such nachinery can p l a y an important r o l e only i n so fa.r as States 
demonstrate p o l i t i c a l w i l l which, as emphasized i n the F i n e i l Document of the tenth 
s p e c i a l GCGsicn. romains the d e c i s i v e facto:- f o r the i n p l e m e n i " t i o n of genuine 
disarmament measures, and the GominittoG on Disarmament i s p r e c i s e l y the forum i n which 
such p o l i t i c a l w i l l should be demonstrated and given e f f e c t . This i s a measure of the 
immensity of the task before the moiabors of t h i s Committee who cannot hope to accomplish 
i t except by pursuing f u r t h e r the new approach o u t l i n e d at the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 
In p a r t i c u l a r , i t i s of paramount importance that the consensus reached i n Juno 1978 as 
a r e s u l t of the s p i r i t of compromise shov/n on a l l s i d o s , should not be s h o r t - l i v e d and 
that every S t a t e , r e s i s t i n g the temptation to r e v e r t to i t s o r i g i n a l p o s i t i o n , should 
continue to s t r i v e to understand the l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s and needs of others and agree 
to take them i n t o acccimt. This i s the p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the e l a b o r a t i o n of a set of 
disarmament measures which i s the task of such г. d i f f i c u l t and complex nature to be 
t a c k l e d by our Comnitteo i n accordance í.áth the Programme of A c t i o n and p r i o r i t i e s 
d e f i n e d i n the P i n a l Document of the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

The disarmament venture, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the task of our Committee, can be c a r r i e d 
out s u c c e s s f u l l y only váth the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l , s i nce the t r u t h of the matter i s 
that a l l c o u n t r i e s are confronted e q u a l l y w i t h the sa.mc d.anger and that they a l l have an 
i n t e r e s t i n e l i m i n a t i n g i t . As f a r as our Committee i s concerned, the requirement of 
u n i v e r s a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n and the n^ed f o r l i m i t e d membership inherent i n any n e g o t i a t i n g 
body have been r e c o n c i l e d by means of e q u i t a b l e geographical r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a r o t a t i n g 
chairmanship system, and by a f f o r d i n g States whicii are not members w i t h the opportunity 
of c o n t r i b u t i n g i f they vrish to do so. I t i s to be hoped that China, whose presence 
among us i s e s s e n t i a l f o r the implementation of any programme of general and com,plete 
disarmament, туЩ soon take i t s r i g h t f u l place here i n our midst. 

The Committee on Disarmajnent w i l l l i v e up to the hopes pla-ced i n i t o n l y i f i t 
succeeds i n breaking away from e a r l i e r approaches. The l a c k of r e a l progress i n the 
f i e l d of disarmament was f i r s t a t t r i b u t e d to the i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y of a c h i e v i n g the g o a l 
of general and complete disarmament i n bhe foreseeable f u t u r e . But the adoption of a 
supposedly more r e a l i s t i c approach, based on attempts to reach p a r t i a l agreements, d i d 
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not produce the r e s u l t s a n t i c i p a t e d hocause the goal of general disarmaaent was l e s t 
s i g h t of and e f f o r t s were concentrated on measures i n v o l v i n g non-amanent and the 
q u a n t i t a t i v e l i m i t a I ' i o n of a m s . 

Each of us i s , of course, convinced of the need to be r e a l i s t i c , but each of us i s 
e q u a l l y convinced that any p a r t i a l disarmament agreement i s bound to ca r r y i n i t the 
ferment of other measures which go f u r t h e r totvards attainment of the u l t i m a t e goal.. 
Isiy p a r t i a l agreement, the co n c l u s i o n of which i s considered to be a matter of p r i o r i t y , 
must bo conceived and implemented as p a r t of a general disarnanent prograr.ime. Aware 
both of the v i t a l need net to l o s e s i g h t -^f the u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e of general disarmament 
Slid of the urgent nê -̂ds of the m.omcnt, the United IIa,tions General Assembly has 
recommended that our Connittcc should undertake, on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , at i t s f i r s t 
s e s s i o n , n e g o t i a t i o n s concerning a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-weapon 
t e s t s and concerning a t r e a t y c r convention on the complete and e f f e c t i v e p r o h i b i t i o n of 
the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l types of chemical weapons and on t h e i r 
d e s t r u c t i o n . I t a l s o c a l l s upon the Disarmament Commission, as the d e l i b e r a t i v e body, 
to g i v e p r i o r i t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n , at i t s f i r s t session i n Ifey 1979? "to the elerxents of a 
comprehensive programme of disarmament to be considered by our Committeo as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . 

The Connittce on Disarnajaent, as the n e g o t i a t i n g body, mus-t al s o assuine i t s f u l l 
r e s p o n s i b l i t y i n for m u l a t i n g disarm^amont measures. I t should or.bark on .genuine 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a view to b r i n g i n g about the conclusion of agreements which would be 
the work of a l l , and should not allov; i t s e l f to be confined to hasty c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
d r a f t s prepared elsewhere and to which i t c c u l d at b^st make only minor changes. 
B i l a t e r a l or t r i l a t e r a l e f f o r t s must, of course, bo cnccuraged; hcwever, they cannot 
be a s u b s t i t u t e f o r the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the Ccm.mittee or deprive them of a l l substance. 
This i s the only way of takin g account of the i n t e r e s t s and requirements of each party 
and of promoting the u n i v e r s a l a c c e s s i o n e s s e n t i a l f o r the e f f e c t i v e implementation of 
the agreements concluded. 

•iAàle a l l States are concerned v i i t h the work of disarmament, the nuclear-weapon 
Powers, and above a l l those which possess the l a r g e s t n u c l e a r and conventional a r s e n a l s , 
have a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n that regard, and t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s are proportionate 
to t hat r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The non-nuclear-weapon States, and i n p a r t i c u l a r the 
non-aligned c o u n t r i e s which v o l u n t a r i l y remain outside the i n t e r p l a y of m i l i t a r y 
a l l i a n c e s formed round the p r i n c i p a l nuclea,r-iíeapon Powers, a r c , since they themselves 
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have" r e f r a i n e d from a c q u i r i n g n u c l e a r weapons, e n t i t l e d to make demands w i t h regard to 
the estahlishinent of an adequate system of guarantees of s e c u r i t y and f r e e access to 
n u c l e a r technology f o r peaceful purposes. 

In any event, the im.plementation of e f f e c t i v e disarmament measures, and hence the 
very e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the a c t i o n of our own Committee, depend on the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of 
St a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y that of the nuclear-weapon Powers, to promote a genuine disarmament 
p o l i c y . Once t h i s p o l i t i c a l w i l l e x i s t s , i t w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y be exercised 
simultaneously in a l l spheres of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . i\ny s i g n i f i c a n t progress i n 
the f i e l d of disarmament w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y be accompanied by an extension and 
deepening of détente, as w e l l as by the s t r u c t u r a l chai:iges e s s e n t i a l i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic r e l a t i o n s . Such i s the true s i g n i f i c a n c e that must be given to the close 
l i n k now u n i v e r s a l l y recognized to e x i s t between disarmament, development and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . In p a r t i c u l a r , the e l i m i n a t i o n of c o l o n i a l i s m and r a c i a l 
s egregation, the c e s s a t i o n of any p o l i c y of i m p e r i a l i s t domination, the r e l a x a t i o n of 
tensions and settlement of l o c a l disputes are d e c i s i v e f a c t o r s i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a climate 
of confidence necessary f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n and implementation of e f f e c t i v e disarmament 
measures. 

The Committee on Disarmaraent has l e s s than f o u r years to vrork out such measures 
and at l a s t embark upon a genuine process of disarmament. In 1982, the United Mations 
General Assembly x v i l l devote a second s p e c i a l s e ssion to disarmament, thereby expressing 
i t s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t , between now and then, a r e a l and coherent p o l i t i c a l w i l l w i l l have 
made i t p o s s i b l e to conclude agreements which, by v i r t u e of t h e i r content and t h e i r 
scope, w i l l f i n a l l y b r i n g the beginnings of a s o l u t i o n to one nf the most serious 
problems c o n f r o n t i n g our world, thereby a.t l a s t f u l f i l l i n g the unanimous expectation 
of peoples. 

In the d e l i c a t e stage through which we are now passing, changes are proving both 
necessary and i n e v i t a b l e . V/c must b e l i e v e that and f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r advent, since they 
c a r r y i n them, the promise of the s o l u t i o n to problems on which the f u t u r e of mankind 
depends. That means that the novf s p i r i t i n s p i r e d by the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n must be 
maintained i f wo do not wish to thwart t h i s noble hope once again. I t a l s o i n i p l i e s the 
v i t a l need to s u s t a i n the momentum thus created and to work c o n s t a n t l y and t i r e l e s s l y 
f o r the c o n c l u s i o n of genuine disarmament agreements. L a s t l y , i t means the heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of our Committee trhich i s thus the i d e a l plc.ce i n v/liich mankind must 
demonstrate the l u c i d i t y and s e l f - s a c r i f i c e necessary f o r i t s o\m s u r v i v a l . 

http://im.pl
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Mr. GOTTAPAYI ( D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the U n i t e d Nations O f f i c e at Geneva); 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d delegates, I have the honour to read to you the message conveyed by 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the opening s e s s i o n of the 
Committee on Disarmajnent! 

" I extend my warm gre e t i n g s to the members of the Committee on Disarmament 
as you convene f o r y o u x f i r s t meeting' i n Geneva today. Had the t h i r t y - t h i r d 
General Assembly not been prolonged, I would have p e r s o n a l l y welcomed you as 
the occasion i s one which may w e l l open a new phase of the disarmament e f f o r t . 

"The Committee on Disarmament i s an i n d i s p e n s a b l e instrument of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament s t r a t e g y contemplated i n the F i n a l Document 
imanimously adopted at the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 
Based on a comprehensive approach which alone can be an adequate response to 
the challenge of the arms race, t h i s s t r a t e g y contemplates a c a r e f u l balance and 
f r u i t f u l i n t e r a c t i o n between the d e l i b e r a t i v e forum and the n e g o t i a t i n g body 
f o r a c M e v i n g genuine disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . 
N a t u r a l l y , the task w i l l devolve on t h i s Committee-to help t r a n s l a t e i n t o a c t i o n 
the o b j e c t i v e s d e f i n e d by the General Assembly and the Disarmament Commission. 
M n d f u l of the v i t a l , indeed the c r u c i a l , nature of t h i s r o l e , I f e l t g r a t i f i e d 
by the s e r i e s of measures t h a t were taken at the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n to make 
the n e g o t i a t i n g body more e f f e c t i v e and l e s s removed from the s e c u r i t y concerns 
of the membership of the U n i t e d Nations. 

"The composition of the Committee ensures b e t t e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to 
d i f f e r e n t regions and i s designed to a s s i m i l a t e diverse vie•^^rpoints i n the 
n e g o t i a t i n g process. This can provide the b a s i s f o r a s o l i d consensus on 
s u b s t a n t i v e i s s u e s . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , I welcome the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of France 
i n t h i s Committee which, I have no doubt, w i l l g r e a t l y b e n e f i t i t s work. I t 
i s my hope t h a t , at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e time, a l l the f i v e nuclear-weapon 
States and permanent members of the S e c u r i t y Council w i l l be represented at 
the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e as they were at the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
General Assembly during the e l a b o r a t i o n of the P i n a l Doc"ament. 

"This Committee w i l l -henceforth work w i t h the awareness of greater i n t e r e s t 
i n i t s progress among Member States of the United Nations. I a t t a c h s p e c i a l 
importance to the d e c i s i o n t h a t States which are not members of t h i s Committee 
w i l l be e n t i t l e d to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the d i s c u s s i o n of the proposals or working 
papers which they may submit and a l s o to express vievis on question of p a r t i c u l a r 
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concern to them. I t i s a l s o appropriate that the Committee w i l l , as a r u l e , 
open i t s plenary meetings to the p u b l i c . Eisarmament i s a cause which, i n i t s 
very nature, r e q u i r e s u n i v e r s a l involvement and a steady m o b i l i z a t i o n of 
world pw-blic o p i n i o n . This w i l l not be p o s s i b l e vrithout p u b l i c consciousness 
of the e f f o r t that i s being made and the o b s t a c l e s that are to be surmounted. 
I t r u s t that the g r e a t e r access to the work of t h i s Committee w i l l encourage 
the engagement of the i n t e l l e c t u a l resources of the world comniunity i n the 
quest f o r ways to reverse the process cauised by the reií-olution i n weaponry 
which f o l l o w e d the Second V/orld War. 

"These improvements i n the m.achinery f o r substantive n e g o t i a t i o n s would 
j u s t i f y a measure of confidence i n the success of t h i s Committee's work. Yet 
the f i n a l t e s t remains what i t always has been: the c o n c l u s i o n of p r a c t i c a l 
disarmament agreements capable of ending the a,rms race. The present 
s i t u a t i o n provides l i t t l e reason f o r complacency i n t h i s regard. ¥e must face 
the r e g r e t t a b l e f a c t t h a t , f o r the l a s t two y e a r s , r e s u l t s have been l a c k i n g i n 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . A r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s f a c t i s r e f l e c t e d i n the 
l a r g e пгшЪег of r e s o l u t i o n s adopted at the t h i r t y - t h i r d General Assembly on 
questions r e l a t i n g to disarmament. 

"Once again, the General Assembly has attached the highest p r i o r i t y to 
the c o n c l u s i o n of agreem.ents on a comprehensive t e s t ban and the p r o h i b i t i o n of 
chemical weapons. I urge the p a r t i e s i n the t r i l a t e r a l or b i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on these subjects to r e s o l v e the remaining i s s u e s so that d r a f t s 
of agreements on both may bo submitted f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Committee and 
l a t e r by the General Assembly. M i i l e n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h l i m i t e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
can be u s e f u l f o r f o r m u l a t i n g t e x t s which could serve as the b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the Committee, they can cause a sense of f r u s t r a t i o n when 
they f a i l to produce r e s u l t s even a f t e r a reasonable p e r i o d of time. I hope 
that the work of t h i s Committee w i l l not be hampered by t h i s f a c t o r . But i f 
i t i s , I vrould i n v i t e the membership, i n c l u d i n g n a t u r a l l y the p a r t i e s i n those 
p a r a l l e l n e g o t i a t i o n s , to consider ways and means to b r i n g them w i t h i n the 
purview of the Committee. There could, at l e a s t , be a r e g u l a r system of 
r e p o r t i n g which \\fould provide the membership w i t h concrete i n f o r m a t i o n on 
areas of agreement and divergence. The Committee's views could thus be taken 
i n t o account by the p a r t i e s i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
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"There are nuclear questions which are being discussed i n other forums. 
A major e f f o r t i n t h i s f i e l d i s embodied i n the S t r a t e g i c Arms L i m i t a t i o n T a l k s . 
Although i t i s a b i l a t e r a l process and the i s s u e s i n v o l v e d are uniquely-
i n t r i c a t e , success i n reaching a SALT I I agreement could give an impetus to 
progress towards nuclear disarmament. nonetheless, there are a number' of 
other questions r e l a t i n g to nuclear disarmament w i t h which the membership of 
the U n i t e d Nations shows i n c r e a s i n g concern. I t r u s t , t h e r e f o r e , that the 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n made through the r e s o l u t i o n s of the t h i r t y - t i i i r d 
s e s s i o n of the General Assembly on nuclear matters w i l l be a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
r e f l e c t e d i n t h i s Comiiiittee ' s agenda. 

"The Committee on Disarmament w i l l no doubt f o l l o w the p r i o r i t i e s l i s t e d 
i n the F i n a l Document of the te n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . V/ithout p r e j u d i c e to these 
or to the sequence of c o n s i d e r a t i o n determined by the Committee, I would l i k e 
to mention some of the i s s u e s on which a t t e n t i o n needs to be focussed a t the 
present stage. 

" I t i s g r a t i f y i n g that the Treaty f o r the P r o h i b i t i o n of Nuclear Weapons 
i n L a t i n America has moved c l o s e r to becoming the f i r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agreement i n the f i e l d of disarmament i n v o l v i n g the f i v e nuclear-weapon Sta t e s . 
I hope that t h i s precedent w i l l be f o l l o w e d by f u r t h e r . c o n c e r t e d a c t i o n toward 
the establishment of other nuclear-weapon-free zones. 

"The n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime needs to be strengthened and I expect that 
the Preparatory C o m i t t e e of the Second Review Conference of the Treaty on 
the N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n of Nuclear Weapons, which w i l l meet s h o r t l y , w i l l 
provide a workable b a s i s f o r an in-dejjth c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Conference of 
a l l questions v r i t l i i n the Treaty's scope. 

"The question of the strengthening of s e c u r i t y guarantees f o r 
non-nuclear-weapon States has a t t r a c t e d some u s e f u l d i s c u s s i o n s during v a r i o u s 
sessions o f the General Assembly. This Committee has been requested to 
r e p o r t to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e ssion on t h i s s u b j e c t . 
I f e e l t h a t , i f progress can be achieved on t h i s question, an imiportant 
element of s t a b i l i t y w i l l be intro d u c e d i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , w i t h 
b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s on other disarmament questions. 

"The Committee on Disarmament may wish to consider how to evolve an 
agreed approach f o r p r o h i b i t i n g new types of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and 
nev7 systems of such vreapons. 
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"In the f i e l d of conventional disarmament, the Committee i s i n a 'position 
to make va l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I t might, f o r example, consider the 
a d v i s a b i l i t y of framing general p r i n c i p l e s to provide guidance f o r r e g i o n a l 
a c t i o n when, i n vievi of the s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s of a r e g i o n , the p a r t i e s 
concerned wish to discuss appropriate arrangements f o r r e s t r a i n i n g the arms race 
i n that r e g i o n . 

"The General Assembly has requested the Committee to r e p o r t to the 
t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n on the s t a t e of the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of proposals and 
suggestions mentioned i n paragraph 125 of the F i n a l Document. This follow-up 
of the work of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n w i l l , I b e l i e v e , o n r i c h the exchange of 
views i n the Committee on a nuraber of substantive matters. 

"The recommendations of the Disarmament Commission regarding the elements 
of a comprehensive programme are expected to be t r a n s m i t t e d to t h i s Committee, 
through the General Assembly, I n view of what has been achieved and what 
remains to be done, I need h a r d l y emphasize the s i g n i f i c a n c e of e l a b o r a t i n g 
t h i s programme. \ i h i l e we have a chart i n which a wide range of areas f o r 
a c t i o n has been de f i n e d , we need a l s o to trace a pe.th along t h a t chart f o r 
movement towards the goal of general and complete disarmament u n d e r - e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . This e n t a i l s the formidable but v i t a l task of 
i d e n t i f y i n g che v a r i o u s stages i n executing the i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarm.ainent 
s t r a t e g y . The task f a l l s on t h i s Comjiiittee. Success i n i t w i l l mean a 
s t r i k i n g advance i n the cause of disarmament; f s d l u r e , on the other hand, 
could w e l l endanger what the s p e c i a l session so p a l n s t a l c i n g l y achieved. 

"At the next s e s s i o n , the General Assembly w i l l consider the d e c l a r a t i o n 
of the 1980s as the decade of disarmament, A second s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted 
to disarmament w i l l be convened i n 1962. I s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t , by then, we 
w i l l look' at the vrork of t h i s Coimnittee as having таЛе s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n ? 
to the disarmament e f f o r t . The fa,ct t h a t the h i s t o r y of t h i s e f f o r t has been 
•as l o n g and progress i n i t as uneven and sporadic â s the arms race has been 
r a p i d and i n c e s s a n t should not cause a sense of f u t i l i t y . I f anything, i t 
should r e i n f o r c e our quest f o r coherence, stimulate a methodical approach and 
encourage a c o n c e n t r a t i o n -on what i s achievable. I wish the Committee 
success i n i t s endeavours." 

file:///ihile
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The CHAIRMM ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); Ladies and gentlemen, on h e h a l f 
of you a l l , I should l i k e to thank the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of the U n i t e d Nations O f f i c e 
at Geneva f o r having communicated to us the message of the Secretary-General, 
We are aware of a l l that № . Kurt Waldheim, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, has already done, and i s c o n t i n u i n g to do, to ensure t h a t our 
O r g a n i z a t i o n manifests i t s e l f wherever a danger to world peace a r i s e s . H i s personal 
e f f o r t s have helped to make the O r g a n i z a t i o n the instrument to which more and more 
cou n t r i e s t u r n i n seeking to s e t t l e t h e i r d i s p u t e s . I t can he s a i d that today, 
perhaps even more than i n recent years, when so many threat s to peace e x i s t and 
new clouds are g a t h e r i n g over c e r t a i n regions of the world, the m i s s i o n of the 
U n i t e d Nations, the m i s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmament to guarantee peace 
and s e c u r i t y are miore r e l e v a n t than ever, i n the context of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
vrhich they continue to shoulder-. May I._ask Mr. C p t t a f a v i to be good enough to 
convey to the Secretary-General the thanks of the Committee f o r t h i s important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to our work. I take t h i s opportunity to ask him to express to the 
Secretary-General our a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the co-operation r e c e i v e d from h i s 
S e c r e t a r i a t i n o r g a n i z i n g our meetings, and f o r the two l e t t e r s which he has 
addressed to us and vi-hich we have had reproduced as docments of the Committee, 
I am sure that they w i l l prove most u s e f u l . I now have the pleasure to i n f o r m 
you t h a t , as Chairman of the Committee, I have r e c e i v e d another message w i s h i n g 
us f r u i t f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s . I t i s fromi the Holy See, and reads as f o l l o w s ; 

"At the time when the Committee on Disarmament, of which you are Chairman, 
i s meeting i n Geneva, the Holy Father, who follovrs w i t h the c l o s e s t a t t e n t i o n 
and encourages a l l e f f o r t s to promote peace and disarmament, expresses h i s 
most f e r v e n t hopes f o r the com.plete success of the work i n hand. Ma,y the 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n t h i s m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g forum, which r e f l e c t s the 
wishes of the recent s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly, 
mark a new stage on the way to disarmament and produce t a n g i b l e measures f o r 
the p r o g r e s s i v e , e f f e c t i v e and c o n t r o l l e d r e d u c t i o n of armaments, e l i m i n a t i n g 
the t h r e a t which the s t o c k p i l i n g of arms imposes on mankind and making i t 
p o s s i b l e to devote to the development of peoples the immense resources absorbed 
by m i l i t a r y expenditures. I n t h i s hope, which corresponds to the 
expectations of the whole f a m i l y of mankind, the Holy Father prays that the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l r e c e i v e the b l e s s i n g of Almighty God. 
Signed: C a r d i n a l Jean V i l l o t , Secretary of S t a t e . " 
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Ladies глд. ^entleinen, i n t h i s nohlt message each of u. no doubt f i n d s 
echoed h i s o\m concerns and h i s own hopes. We a l s o f i n d i n i t encouragement 
to continue e f f o r t s to promote the aaalogiie of harmony and peace. I thinlt I esz 

i n t e r p r e t i n g the feeling?s of the Committee i n s a l u t i n g the t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s made 
b;-;" the Holy See to b r i n g the hearts a.nd minds of human comja-'anities c l o s e r 
together and thus e s t a b l i s h the b a s i s f o r more harmonious and b r o t h e r l y r e l a t i o n s 
between men and s o c i e t i e s . Before c l o s i n g t h i s f i r s t meeting, I- should remind 
you t h a t we v f i l l assemble here, again .at 3 p.m. f o r the afternoon meeting. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I t h i n k I can declare t h i s m.eeting closed and thank 
you once again f o r your a t t e n t i o n and your k i n d co-operation. 

The meeting i s adjourned. 
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Mr. GARCIA ROELES (Mexico) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I am pleased to 
express to you my delegation's s i n c e r e s t and warmest co n g r a t u l a t i o n s on being 
e l e c t e d to p r e s i d e over our d e l i b e r a t i o n s a t t h i s f i r s t s e s s i o n of the 
Committee on Disarmament, which was e s t a b l i s h e d by the s p e c i a l s e ssion o f the 
General Assembly of the United Nations devoted to disarmam.ent. 

Your worthy appointment above a l l c o n s t i t u t e s proof of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community's high o p i n i o n of your outstanding personal q u a l i t i e s and the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
course which you have pursued i n meetings of the United Nations. Undoubtedly, 
however, i t also c o n s t i t u t e s a t r i b u t e to your country, j U g e r i a , v/hich has played 
such a b r i l l i a n t pa„rt i n the h i s t o r y of the non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , and an 
acknowledgement of the d e c i s i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n which these countries made to the 
convening of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the Assembly through the d e c l a r a i i o n 
adopted by the F i f t h Conference of Heads of State and Government i n August 1976 

at Colombo, the h o s p i t a b l e c a p i t a l of S r i Lanka. 
The Secretary f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of Mexico, Santiago R e e l , although prevented 

by unpostponable o f f i c i a l d u t i e s from a t t e n d i n g t h i s s e s s i o n i n person, wished to 
address at l e a s t a message to the Committee on Disarmament, and I s h a l l now read 
out the t e x t of t h i s m-essage as a preface to the statement of the d e l e g a t i o n 
of Mexico; 

'"To a f f o r d assurance t h a t a l l men i n a l l the lands may l i v e out t h e i r 
l i v e s i n freedom from f e a r and want' was one of the b a s i c o b j e c t i v e s of the 
D e c l a r a t i o n by United Nations signed on 1 January 1942. 

"The attainment of t h i s o b j e c t i v e , f o r which so many countries fought so 
b r a v e l y i n the Second V/orld War, i s as urgent now as i t was then. 
Unfo r t u n a t e l y , i t appears to be even f u r t h e r away today than i t was 
57 years ago. The world's economic resources have, indeed, m u l t i p l i e d , but 
i t s w a s t e f u l expenditure on the a c q u i s i t i o n of i n c r e a s i n g l y l e t h a l a r s e n a l s 
ha.s grown at the same pace, i f not f a s t e r , and the g u l f s e p a r a t i n g the r i c h 
c o u n t r i e s from^ the poor has grown wider every day. As the General Assembly 
of the United Nations .aptly s t a t e d , 'the hundreds of b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s 
spent annually on the manufacture or improvement of weapons are a sombre 
and dramatic c o n t r a s t to the want and poverty i n which two t h i r d s of the 
world's p o p u l a t i o n l i v e ' . 
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"The Committee on Disarmament, which i s today s t a r t i n g i t s labours w i t h 
- the membership and o r g a n i z a t i o n agreed upon at the recent s p e c i a l s e ssion of 

the Assembly devoted to disarmament, i s thus confronted w i t h an enormous and 
inescapable task, namely, to'help to e l i m i n a t e the threat to the very 
s u r v i v a l of mankind posed by the existence of nuclear weapons and the • 
con t i n u i n g arms race, and to ensure that disarmament becomes an e f f e c t i v e 
instrument f o r improving the economic and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s of the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , s t a r t i n g w i t h adequate food f o r t h e i r peoples.- To use 
the words of the P r e s i d e n t of Mexico, José López P o r t i l l o , the Committee 
must endeavour to help not only to prevent war but also to achieve peace. 

"In b r i n g i n g t h i s noble and arduous undertaking to a s u c c e s s f u l 
c o n c l u s i o n , the Committee on Disarmament w i l l always be able to r e l y on the 
wholehearted c o n t r i b u t i o n of the Mexican Government and people". 
The Committee on Disarmament i s s t a r t i n g i t s sessions under auspices which 

my d e l e g a t i o n would not h e s i t a t e to describe as promising. I n our o p i n i o n , i t 
would be p o i n t l e s s to t r y to e l u c i d a t e the question whether i t i s a new body or 
an o l d body t h a t has undergone f a r - r e a c h i n g reforms. S u f f i c e i t to bear i n mind 
something to which there can be no o b j e c t i o n and which we would venture to 
describe as axiomatic, namely, that the Committee on Disarmament i s , i n many 
fundamental r e s p e c t s , e s s e n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t from i t s immediate predecessor, 
the CCD or Conference of the Committee on Disarmament, and fromi i t s more d i s t a n t 
ancestor, the 18-nation Committee on Disarmament. 

The p r i n c i p a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Committee, which i s intended to be the 
" s i n g l e m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g forum" a v a i l a b l e to the 
General Assembly of the U n i t e d Nations, are set f o r t h i n paragraph 120 of the 
P i n a l Document on which a consensus was reached p r e c i s e l y a t the f i r s t 
s p e c i a l s e ssion of the Assembly devoted to disarmament. From among these 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s I s h a l l confine myself to emphasizing the f o l l o w i n g s a system has 
been e s t a b l i s h e d under vrhich the chairmanship of the Committee w i l l be r o t a t e d 
among a l l i t s members on a monthly b a s i s i the Committee w i l l prepare and adopt 
i t s own r u l e s of procedure and i t s own agenda? . States which are not members of 
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the Committee may p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s when they are i n t e r e s t e d i n 
matters that are the subject of n e g o t i a t i o n i n the Committee; i t s meetings w i l l 
be open to the p u b l i c u n l e s s , e x c e p t i o n a l l y , otherwise deciaed,* and, l a s t but not 
l e a s t , i t w i l l be open to a l l the nuclear-weapon St a t e s . 

¥e welcomed these reforms w i t h p a r t i c u l a r s a t i s f a c t i o n since the de l e g a t i o n of 
Mexico has e a r n e s t l y s t r i v e n f o r almost 10 years — as i s evidenced by the 
countless statements and working papers reproduced i n the copious documentation 
of the 18-nation Committee on Disarmam.ent, the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament and the F i r s t Committee of the General Assembly — to 
improve the o r g a n i z a t i o n and procedures of the m u l t i l a t e r a l body f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on disarmament and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , to promote the adoption of a system of general 
r o t a t i o n of the chairmanship, s i m i l a r to the system that has now entered i n t o f o r c e , 
which conforms to the p r i n c i p l e of the sovereign e q u a l i t y of States and replaces 
what we have on se v e r a l occasions r e f e r r e d to as the "unusual i n s t i t u t i o n " of 
permanent со-chairmanship. ¥e are convinced that the reforms I have mentioned 
w i l l enable the Coimnittee on Disarmament to f u n c t i o n more e f f i c i e n t l y . 

Moreover, i t i s a l s o f i t t i n g ; to r e c a l l that the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , i n order 
w i d e l y and prudently, to counterbalance i t s reforming a c t i v i t y and to enable the 
gr e a t e s t p o s s i b l e b e n e f i t to be d e r i v e d from the experience and knov/ledge 
accumulated over more than 15 years of n e g o t i a t i o n s on disarmament i n Geneva, 
adopted the d e c i s i o n which i t s P r e s i d e n t defined a t the c l o s i n g meeting of the 
se s s i o n when he announced that agreement had been reached oi the formula described 
i n paragraph 120 concerning the membership of tne Committee. The d e c i s i o n was 
tha t a l l the members of the CCD would a u t o m a t i c a l l y become members of the 
Committee on Disarmament whose work we are beginning today. 

Since, i n a d d i t i o n to the m.embers w i t h which we have worked f o r so many 
years , our Committee now comprises nine new members — Prance, A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , 
Belgi-um, Cuba., Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanka and Venezuela, I t h i n k that t h i s i s 
the appropriate moment to t e l l them a l l how deeply pleased we are th a t they should 
add t h e i r e f f o r t s to t h i s disarmament undertaking, an imdertaking which i s perhaps 
one of the most f r u s t r a t i n g but a l s o , undoubtedly, one of the most noble and 
elevate d to which man can devote h i m s e l f . I t i s , I t h i n k , a l s o the moment to 
express the sincere hope that China w i l l very soon occupy the place that 
l e g i t i m a t e l y belongs to i t . 
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Apart from t h i s new s t r u c t u r e and these b a s i c p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g to the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of the Committee, there are other elements xvhich w i l l a l s o undoubtedly 
have Э favourable i n f l u e n c e on the disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . One such element i s 
the f a c t t h a t , as the f r u i t of the f i v e weeks of work by the tenth s p e c i a l session 
of the General Assembly of the United. Nations — \iiork vihich was presided over i n a 
masterly manner by Mr. Lazar Hojsov, V i c e - M n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of Yugoslavia, 
and which, i n t u r n , represented the culmination of f i v e arduous sessions of the 
Preparatory Committee, which, i t i s only r i g h t to r e c a l l , was presided oyer with 
outstand.ing s k i l l by the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Argentina, 
Ambassador Carlos O r t i z de Rozas, who a l s o presided over the Ad. Hoc Committee of 
the tenth s p e c i a l session., the Assembly succeeded, i n preparing and ad.opting by 
consensus a P i n a l Document — j u s t one, i n . o r d e r . t o avoid, d i s p e r s i o n , as Mexico 
had had the p r i v i l e g e of suggesting at the outset — which, i n i t s f o u r s e c t i o n s — 
I n t r o d u c t i o n , D e c l a r a t i o n , Programme of A c t i o n , and Machinery, d.efines a s e r i e s of 
p r i n c i p l e s , o b j e c t i v e s , p r i o r i t i e s , measures and procedures f o r c h a n n e l l i n g and' 
promoting the e f f o r t s of a l l c o u n t r i e s i n such a way, as to remove the t h r e a t of a 
n u c l e a r war, to put an end to the arms race and to prepare a comprehensive 
programme of d.isarmament encompassing a l l measures thought to be a d v i s a b l e i n order 
to ensure that the goal of general and complete disarmament \mder e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l becomes з r e a l i t y i n "a world i n xihich i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace 
and s e c u r i t y p r e v a i l and i n which the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order i s 
strengthened and c o n s o l i d a t e d " . 

Never before had the United Nations succeed.ed i n adopting, -and s t i l l l e s s by 
consensus — i n c l u d i n g Prance and China,, such a comprehensive document which 
emphatically proclaimed, a s e r i e s of conclusions or p r o v i s i o n s — whose accuracy or 
compulsory nature, depending on the case, i t w i l l in. f u t u r e be ,im.possible to c a l l 
i n question — such as those defined i n the emphatic statements that the increase 
i n weapons, e s p e c i a l l y nuclear weapons, f a r from h e l p i n g to strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y , on the contrary weakens i t ; that the e x i s t i n g nuclear arsenals and the 
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c o n t i n u i n g arms race pose a threat to the very s u r v i v a l of mankind; that there i s 
a c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p between disarmament and. development, and that any resources 
that may be rele-ssed as a r e s u l t of bhe implementation of eisarmament measures 
should be used to bridge the economic gap between developed and developing 
c o u n t r i e s I t hat i n accordance v/ith the Charter, the United Nations has a c e n t r a l 
r o l e and prim.ary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the sphere o f disarmament and that therefore 
Member States m.ust keep the United Nations d u l y informed, of a l l steps, whether 
u n i l a t e r a l , b i l a t e r a l , r e g i o n a l o r m u l t i l a t e r a l , taken outside i t s aegis. 

We b e l i e v e that a b e n e f i c i a l i n f l u e n c e w i l l a l s o be exerted by the f a c t that 
the machinery f o r disarmament d e l i b e r a t i o n s has been strengthened as a r e s u l t of 
the d e c i s i o n that the F i r s t Committee o f the General Assembly should, deal i n the 
f u t u r e o n l y w i t h questions of disarmament and related, i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y 
questions, and that there w i l l be a Disarmament Commission composed of a l l the 
States Members of the United Nations which w i l l meet f o r a period, of four,weeks 
between sessions of the General Assembly. 

The f o r e g o i n g must not, however, cause us to overlook the s i t u a t i o n vjith which 
we are c u r r e n t l y confronted,. This s i t u a t i o n has been m a s t e r f u l l y described, i n 
Ti/ords which, since they were approved by consensus a f t e r prolonged and. thorough 
debate, I f e e l obliged to quote e x a c t l y as they appear i n paragraph 4 of "bhe 
F i n a l Document of the s e s s i o n o f the Assembly devoted to disarmament. The 
paragraph r-eads as f o l l o x v s ; 

"The Di^-rarmament Decade solemnl'" declared i n I569 эу the 
United Nations i s coming to an end. Unfortunately, the o b j e c t i v e s 
e s t a b l i s h e d on that occasion by the General Assembly appear to be as f a r 
away today as they were then, or even f u r t n e r because the arms race i s 
not d i m i n i s h i n g but i n c r e a s i n g a.nd o u t s t r i p s by f a r the e f f o r t s to curb 
i t . M i i l e i t i s true that some l i m i t e d agreements have been reached., 
' e f f e c t i v e measures r e l a t i n g to the c e s s a t i o n of the nuclear arms race 

at an e a r l y d.ate and to nuclear disarmaEient' continue to elude man's 
grasp. Yet the implementation of such measures i s u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d . 
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There has not been any r e a l progress e i t h e r that might lead to the 
c o n c l u s i o n of a t r e a t y on general and complete disarmaaent mider 

e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , ïh^rthermore, i t has not been p o s s i b l e 
to f r e e any amount, however modest, of the enormous resources, both 
m a t e r i a l and human, which are v/asted on the unproductive and s p i r a l l i n g 
arms race and which should be made a v a i l a b l e f o r the purpose of 
economic and s o c i a l development, e s p e c i a l l y since such a race 'places 
a great burden on both the developing and the developed, c o u n t r i e s ' . " 
These are the deplorable c o n d i t i o n s which are a f f l i c t i n g the world and which 

we must do everything p o s s i b l e to remedy. To t h i s end, two p r i n c i p a l 
c a t e g o r i e s of measures should, be adopted. 

The f i r s t of these c a t e g o r i e s covers measures of a predominantly procedural 
nature aimed at ensioring that the Committee on Disarmament i s as e f f e c t i v e as 
p o s s i b l e . Measures i n t h i s category f a l l t o t a l l y v / i t h i n our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
s i n c e , as i s stated i n paragraph II3 of the P i n a l Document of the General Assembly, 
"the i n t e r n a t i o n a l machinery should be u t i l i z e d more e f f e c t i v e l y and a l s o 
improved to enable implementation of the Programme of A c t i o n and help the 
United Nations to f u l f i l i t s r o l e i n the f i e l d of disarmament". 

This means that at the session of the Committee on xíhich we are embarking 
maximum e f f o r t s w i l l have to be made to prepare and adopt r u l e s of procedure 
and a programme or agenda appropriate f o r the achievement of these o b j e c t i v e s . 

This i s not the time to enter i n t o d e t a i l s concerning e i t h e r of these two 
su b j e c t s . I should merely l i k e to make a few general observations about 
them, 

V/ith reference to the agenda we f e e l that the system follovied i n the CCD 
w i l l have to be r a d i c a l l y a l t e r e d so t h a t , under such general headings as i t 
may be deemed appropriate to maintain permanently, there are included each 
year s p e c i f i c measures to which the Committee considers i t a d v i s a b l e to devote 
p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n at the d i f f e r e n t s essions. 
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In our o p i n i o n , i t víill a l s o have to be borne c l o s e l y i n mind t h a t , i n 
accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of paragraph 50 of the P i n a l Document, the 
achievement of nuclear disarmament, v h l c h m.erits the highest p r i o r i t y , " w i l l 
r e q u i r e urgent n e g o t i a t i o n of agreements at appropriate stages and w i t h adequate 
measures of v e r i f i c a t i o n s a t i s f a c t o r y to the States concerned", f o r the r e s u l t s 
which are s p e c i f i e d i n the Document and should culminate i n "a comprehensive, 
phased programme with agreed time-frames, whenever f e a s i b l e , f o r progressive and 
balanced r e d u c t i o n of s t o c l c p i l e s of nuclear weapons and t h e i r means of d e l i v e r y , 
l e a d i n g to t h e i r u l t i m a t e and complete e l i m i n a t i o n at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e time". 
I t seems to us that such n e g o t i a t i o n s v / i l l r e q u i r e t h a t , a f t e r a reasonable p e r i o d 
of time, telles such as the s o - c a l l e d SALT t a l k s which have been h e l d outside the 
CCD should henceforth be h e l d w i t h i n t h i s m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body which i s 
the Committee on Disarmament. I f i t i s f e a r e d that the membership of the Committee 
i s too large and that t h i s f a c t would p r o t r a c t the n e g o t i a t i o n s , c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
might be g i v e n to the adoption of a procedure s i m i l a r to t h t used by the Disarmament 
Commission between I954 and 1957, namely, the establishment of a sub-committee 
c o n s i s t i n g s o l e l y of the nuclear Powers, on the imderstanding that i t would act as 
L. s u b s i d i a r y org--n of the Committee, which i t would keep duly informed of the 
progress of the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

One question on which i t i s impossible to remain s i l e n t when examining, even 
as b r i e f l y as I am doing, the subject of nuclear disarmament i s the urgent need f o r 
the Committee on D:'sarmament to have, at a-' e a r l y date, a pr^ T-iminary d r a f t t r e a t y 
on the t o t a l c e s s a t i o n of nuclear-weapon t e s t i n g , an o b j e c t i v e which the 
u n i t e d Ifetions has been pursuing f o r more than a c u a r t e r of a century now and 
concerning which the General Assembly has adopted such p r e s s i n g and c a t e g o r i c a l 
r e s o l u t i o n s . IJe are confident that the three nuclear-weapon States which have been 
d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s question f o r q u i t e a long time a l r e a d y x ^ i l l take proper note of 
the grave r e s p o n s i b i l i t y incumbent on them i n t h i s matter. 

Without p r e j u d i c e to the highest p r i o r i t y v/hich should be accorded to nuclear 
weapons, the Committee's agenda should a l s o i n c l u d e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of those items 
which i t i s found advisable to study i n r e l a , t i o n to the other types of weapons 
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e x p r e s s l y l i s t e d i n paragraph 45 of the P i n a l Document, namely, other weapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g chemical weapons and conventional weapons, to vfhich the 
Document devotes no l e s s than s i x paragraphs, i n which, f o r the f i r s t time i n i t s 
h i s t o r y , the United Nations adopted a well-balanced s e r i e s of substantive d e c i s i o n s 
of obvious importance on the matter. 

As f a r as the r u l e s of procedure are concerned, i t seems to us e s s e n t i a l that 
they should i n c l u d e p r o v i s i o n s — adopted, n a t u r a l l y , by consensus —- \<i-hich would 
prevent the Committee on Disarmament from being po.ralysed — es u n f o r t u n a t e l y the 
CCD so f r e q u e n t l y was — whenever the nuclear-weapon Powers do not succeed i n 
submitting to i t a j o i n t t e x t f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n of a t r e a t y or convention on 
n u c l e a r disarmament measures. \/e are convinced that there i s no reason why i t 
should be an e s s e n t i a l requirement f o r the nuclear Powers to transmit to the 
m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body an a b s o l u t e l y complete t e x t of a p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t 
t r e a t y or convention which they have been n e g o t i a t i n g among themselves. On the 
c o n t r a r y , wo b e l i e v e that there would be f a r from n e g l i g i b l e advantages i f the body 
i n question were to take note of a l l those p a r t s of the p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t which had 
a l r e a d y been completed, on the understanding that i t vrould take note of the missing 
p a r t s as they i n t u r n were completed. I n t h i s way, the n u c l e a r Powers vrould b e n e f i t 
from the viewpoints of the other members of the Committee and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , of the 
members of the Group of 21 which, by reason of t h e i r i m p a r t i a l i t y , might serve to 
provide the element of c o n c i l i a t i o n or compromise that sometimes eludes the 
nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , which are too engrossed i n the i n t e r e s t s of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s . 

Apart from measiires of the type which I have j u s t o u t l i n e d and v/hich, i n our 
o p i n i o n and as I have al r e a d y s a i d , w i l l be f o r each and every one of us as 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the members of the Committee to endeavour to put i n t o p r a c t i c e 
at t h i s s e s s i o n , i t w i l l be necessary to bear i n mind t3iat "the d e c i s i v e f a c t o r f o r 
a c h i e v i n g r e a l measures of disarmament i s the ' p o l i t i c a l v i i l l ' of S t a t e s " and t h a t , 
to quote from the P i n a l Docimient a g a i n "In the task of a c h i e v i n g the goals of 
nuclear.disarmament, a l l the nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r thos' smong them 
vihich possess the most important nuclea.r a r s e n a l s , boar a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " . 
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This i s the second category of measiircs to which I r e f e r r e d e a r l i e r . I t i s 
here — i n the v r i l l to demonstrate by deeds that wo v i s h to discharge the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , whether s p e c i a l or not, d e r i v i n g from the p r o v i s i o n s of the 
P i n a l Document — that l i e s the key to the f a t e of both the n e g o t i a t i o n s and the 
m u l t i l a t e r a l d e l i b e r a t i o n s on disarmament. 

My d e l e g a t i o n i s convinced t h a t , as we s t a t e d i n a t e x t which v;e submitted to 
the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d session s,nd which lias become 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n З З / ? ! P? having been adopted by consensus, the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the F i n a l Document c o n s t i t u t e a c o n s i s t e n t and a r t i c u l a t e d whole v/hich 
provides a s o l i d b a s i s to set i n motion an i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament s t r a t e g y that 
makes i t p o s s i b l e at the same time: 

(a) To c a r r y out what i s the most acute and urgent task of the present day, 
namely, the removal of the t h r e a t of a vrorld war, vrhich would i n e v i t a b l y be a 
nuclear х-гаг, 

(b) To channel the negotia,tions among States toviards the f i n a l g oal of general 
and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , on the understanding 
t h a t such n e g o t i a t i o n s s h a l l be conducted co n c u r r e n t l y w i t h n e g o t i a t i o n s on p a r t i a l 
measures of disarmament, 

(c) To strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c t i r i t y and to promote the 
economic and s o c i a l advancement of a l l peoples, thus f a c i l i t a t i n g the achievement 
of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. 

This i s why "it seems to us most f i t t ^ ' n g that the s p e c i a l session should have 
proclaimed i n i t s F i n a l Document - •- Lo \mich, i n c i d e n t a l l y , we have made such 
frequent references i n t h i s statement Ьссаггзе \re consider that i t should be 
accorded a value s i m i l a r to that of C o n s t i t u t i o n s i n domestic law — t l i a t the 
'Pressing need now i s to t r a n s l a t e "... i t s p r o v i s i o n s i n t o p r a c t i c a l terms 
... and to proceed along the road of b i n d i n g and e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements 
i n the f i e l d of disarmament". 

As i t s a i d at the c l o s i n g p l e n a r y meeting of the General Assembly on 
disarmament, my d e l e g a t i o n i s convinced t h a t , f o r any o b j e c t i v e observer who, 
without ceasing to be an i d e a l i s t , has a c l e a r idea of the r e a l i t i e s of the world 
i n which we l i v e and of the l i m i t a t i o n s which they e n t a i l , t h i s s p e c i a l s e s s i o n may 
be regarded as a success because i t a.chieved everything that could reasonably bo 
expected i n the immediate f u t u r e . 
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The long-term r e s u l t s and h i s t o r y ' s v e r d i c t on the session w i l l however, 
depend on what peoples and the Governments representing them i n the United Nations 
and i n bodies such as the one i n which we are gathered do to prevent what was 
agreed upon i n New York i n June 1973 from remaining a dead l e t t e r , as 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y has happened so o f t e n i n other s i m i l a r cases. 

For t h i s reason, we regard as very apt the statement made by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kurt Waldheim, i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n to 
h i s annual r e p o r t on the work of the Organization, i n vjhich he in c l u d e d , 
i n t e r a l i a , ideas such as those which I am now about to quote i n c l o s i n g t h i s 
statement and which e s s e n t i a l l y coincide w i t h the ideas expressed by the Pr e s i d e n t 
of Mexico to which the M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of my country r e f e r r e d i n the 
message to the Committee which I have already read outt 

"The success of the s p e c i a l s e ssion should not be a reason f o r 
complacency. I t marks not the end but r a t h e r the beginning of a new 
phase of the e f f o r t s of the United Nations i n the f i e l d of disarmament. 
We have an i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament s t r a t e g y . We must noxj implement i t 
w i t h the utmost d e d i c a t i o n and energy. By the time the next s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n of the General Assembly on disarmament i s h e l d , we should be able 
to show to the world t h a t the race f o r s u r v i v a l has gained an 
i r r e v e r s i b l e l e a d over the arms race." 

Mr. FRANCOIS-POHCET (France) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French)s Mr. Chairman, 
l a d i e s and gentlemen, i n the matter of disarmament, one must be m i s t r u s t f u l of 
words. What counts are ideas and ac t s . Our meeting today i s important i n that 
i t i s the expression of an i d e a , and perhaps the beginning of an ac t . That i s 
why France wishes to be present. 

This meeting, i n the c o n d i t i o n s i n which i t i s talcing p l a c e , appears to the 
French Government to be laden w i t h s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

F i r s t of a l l , t u r n i n g to you, îir. Chairman, l e t me say that France i s happy 
to see th a t A l g e r i a , which you represent w i t h the a u t h o r i t y and competence that 
everyone acknowledges, has been c a l l e d upon to preside over t h i s meeting. The 
presence of your country i n t h i s forum and i n that seat r e f l e c t s a profound change 
i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l approach to the problem of disarmament, a change that has 
been c a l l e d f o r by many c o u n t r i e s which, l i k e France, consider that disarmament 
should not be the preserve of a few Powers, but the a f f a i r of a l l . 
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The second s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t i s that t h i s meeting i s being h e l d at Geneva, 
the c a p i t a l of disarmainent and the c i t y of the United I l a t i o n s . The h i s t o r y of 
t h i s c i t y i s inseparable from t h a t of a l o n g l i n e of men of g o o d w i l l who f o r 
50 years have been working f o r peace and disarmament. The r e s u l t s of the e f f o r t s 
are d i s a p p o i n t i n g , i t i s t r u e ; but the noble o b j e c t i v e s of the pioneers and 
v i s i o n a r i e s of disarmament should at l e a s t continue to i n s p i r e our a c t i o n , even 
i f the harsh lessons of recent h i s t o r y teach us r e a l i s m . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t also 
that t h i s meeting i s being h e l d imder the auspices of the United Nations. I t i s , 
indeed, the d i r e c t consequence of the d e c i s i o n s talcen at the s p e c i a l s e ssion of the 
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, d e c i s i o n s which mark a profound change i n 
the approach to the problem. 

And f i n a l l y , a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t , i n any case i n the eyes of Prance, i s the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of my country i n t h i s meeting, a p a r t i c i p a t i o n which marks i t s 
r e - e n t r y i n t o an e s s e n t i a l debate from which i t had stood aside only w i t h r e g r e t 
and always r e t a i n i n g the hope, which has been f u l f i l l e d today, that when co n d i t i o n s 
were appropriate i t would be able to resume the a c t i v e r o l e which i t had l o n g 
played. 

Never has there been so much t a l k of disarmament. And never has man had i n 
h i s hands so great an arsenal of weapons. The h i s t o r y of disarmament i s the 
h i s t o r y of a c o n t r a d i c t i o n between two f e e l i n g s ; immense hope i n the face of the 
task to be accomplished; immense f r u s t r a t i o n at the scantiness of the r e s u l t s 
obtained. How, i n such circumstances, сгл one avoid Ьесот^^д resigned to the 
a t t i t u d e of States which, by ever more c o s t l y and hazardous methods, seek the 
means of ensuring t h e i r s e c u r i t y ? And yet — and t h i s i s the c o n v i c t i o n of France 
as i t was expressed l a s t s p r i n g from the rostrum of the United Nations — i t i s 
p o s s i b l e to breali: the v i c i o u s c i r c l e of s t e r i l e d i s c u s s i o n s which r e s u l t i n the 
l a s t a n a l y s i s i n a p r o l i f e r a t i o n of axms and. d i s t r u s t . 

Mr. Chairman, l a d i e s and gentlemen, t h i s i s the f i r s t time I have had occasion 
to express myself p u b l i c l y , on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene, on t h i s formidable problem. 
¥ill you allow me f o r a b r i e f moment to describe the personal f e e l i n g that I have? 
As p o l i t i c i a n s and diplomats we w i e l d , w i t h the s a n g f r o i d of s p e c i a l i s t s , terms 
that are t e r r i b l e because they express a r e a l i t y that i s e q u a l l y t e r r i b l e . 
Behind each one of the words we s h a l l use i n t h i s debate, there i s death or l i f e , 
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war or peace. The balance of m i l i t a r y - f o r c e s i s not merely a mathematical-
equation, i t i s a r e a l i t y that weighs heavy on our flesh-and-hlood e x i s t e n c e . 
And words of hope are j u s t as weighty as -those of f e a r , f o r they a l s o have 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the future of the human race. I t would be j u s t as dangerous 
f o r the future of peace to discourage hope as to condone r e s i g n a t i o n . I f 
prudenoe i s e s s e n t i a l i n our d i s c u s s i o n s , i t i s not i n order to l e s s e n our 
c o n v i c t i o n , but b e t t e r to measure our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the peoples who expect 
much of us. 

I t i s i n t h i s l i g h t that France sees i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n to the debate, 
Mr. Chairman, Prance does not c l a i m that i t i s proposing a complete plan of 

disarmament. I t has, y i t h regard to t h i s problem, defined an approach which i t 
b e l i e v e s to be o r i g i n a l , and \i/hich i s based on a number of guiding p r i n c i p l e s from 
which i t has deduced some concrete proposals f o r d i s c u s s i o n i n various instancess 
i n the U n i t e d Nations, here, or i n the r e g i o n a l framework. I would now lil-ce to 
mention those g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e s and those concrete proposals here, before t a k i n g 
up the problems of methods appropriate f o r t h i s Committee. 

I n order to have any chance of making progress, i t i s e s s e n t i a l to s t a r t from 
a r e a l i s t i c conception. The hope which i n s p i r e s us would remain a b l i n d hope i f 
i t were not guided by l u c i d i t y . 

I s there any need f o r me to mention the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s which govern 
r e l a t i o n s between S t a t e s , and to s t r e s s . t h a t these p r i n c i p l e s are e o n s t a n t l y being 
v i o l a t e d i n day-to-day r e a l i t y ? Here a.sovereign State i s invaded; these 
t e r r i t o r i e s are v i c t i m s of de f a c t o annexationi elsewhere States r e s o r t to 
v i o l e n c e and not to a r b i t r a t i o n f o r s e t t l i n g f r o n t i e r d i s p u t e s ; c e r t a i n subversive 
a c t i v i t i e s are encouraged from abroad. The use of v i o l e n c e or the r e s o r t to 
i n t i m i d a t i o n are widespread a t t i t u d e s . 

I n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , there are two temptations? the f i r s t i s to freeze the 
e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l balances through the perpetuation of b l o c s r e f l e c t i n g 
hegemonjLes; the second i s to b e l i e v e that general and complete disarmament i s 
p o s s i b l e i n the:.world as i t i s . 

Those two courses, which are opposite i n respect of the p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g 
them, seem to be e q u a l l y d i s a s t r o u s w i t h regard to t h e i r consequences. 
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I t i s not by appropriating" zones of i n f l u e n c e and by a l i g n i n g small and 
medium-sized natio n s w i t h the l a r g e s t c o u n t r i e s t h a t w a r - l i k e i n t e n t i o n s v r i l l be 
e l i m i n a t e d . 

Ho more i s i t by advocating u n i v e r s a l r e n u n c i a t i o n of n a t i o n a l defence 
c a p a c i t i e s and by a l l o w i n g t h i s u n r e a l i s t i c and u n v e r i f i a b l e o b j e c t i v e to serve as 
an a l i b i f o r those who hope to d e r i v e many b e n e f i t s from the status quo that 
disarmament can be made a r e a l i t y . 

There i s o n l y one course vfhich i s c o n s i s t e n t both w i t h the exigencies of the 
debate i n which l i f e and death are at stake, and v i t h the pragmatism required to 
d e a l w i t h a changing and dangerous r e a l i t y : t h i s course i s to sta,rt from the 
fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the United Hâtions, from v/hich the r i g h t of 
States and peoples to s e c u r i t y i s d e r i v e d . In the o p i n i o n of France, t h i s r i g h t to 
s e c u r i t y comprises three elements: 

1. S t r i c t observance of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l guarantees of s e c u r i t y , s t a r t i n g 
v i t h those i n the Charter of the United Hâtions; 

2. The r i g h t f o r each State to organize i t s defence i n such a manner that i t 
can d e t e r a. p o t e n t i a l aggressor; 

5. The o b l i g a t i o n f o r each State not to arm i t s e l f beyond a l e v e l vihich others 
regard as a t h r e a t . 

Prom t h i s r i g h t to s e c u r i t y as so defined — v d i i c h i s one of the b a s i c elements 
of a need tha.t i s f e l t by a l l the peoples of the e a r t h , namely the need f o r 
s e l f - a f f i r m a t i o n — there a r i s e s the f i r s t o b j e c t i v e v/hich should be set f o r any 
disarmament p l a n , the attainment by each country of the minimum l e v e l of annament 
compa„tible v i i t h i t s s e c u r i t y . 

A l s o , i f there i s to be any hope of a t t a i n i n g such an o b j e c t i v e , f o u r e s s e n t i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s must be met at the a c t i o n l e v e l . 

The f i r s t c o n d i t i o n i s u n i v e r s a l i t y , which means tha,t disarmament i s the a f f a i r 
of everyone and must be achieved w i t h the assistance and under the c o n t r o l o f a l l . 
V/ith the a s s i s t a n c e of a l l , since disarmament cannot be reduced to the i d e a which the 
povjerful may have of the s e c u r i t y of the weak. Under the c o n t r o l of a l l , sinee 
there can be no progress i n disarmament without an improvement i n confidence. 
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Next, d i v e r s i t y , since the geography of t l i r e a t s must be matched by a geography 
of s e c u r i t y \fhich takes account of r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s . I n t h i s respect, one 
fundamental d i s t i n c t i o n r e s u l t s from the existence of a vast r e g i o n of the world i n 
which nu c l e a r deterrence c o n s t i t u t e s a major element i n the e x i s t i n g balance. And 
i t must be admitted that the n u c l e a r phenomenon, to the extent that i t has been 
mastered by the l o g i c of s t a b l e and mutual deterrence, has made i t p o s s i b l e to v;arà 
o f f the r i s k o f war i n t h i s zone f o r more than 30 years. 

That i s why Prance recommends that the g l o b a l approach which must be yours i n 
t h i s Committee should be complemented by a r e g i o n a l approach to disarmament. 

T h i r d , s o l i d a r i t y , since i f , f o r the poorest n a t i o n s , there can be no r i g h t to 
s e c u r i t y xiithout the r i g h t to development, i t i s only by p u t t i n g an end to the 
scandal of the arms race that i t xíill become p o s s i b l e to devote s u b s t a n t i a l a d d i t i o n a l 
resources to the task of reducing i n e q u a l i t i e s between peoples. 

And l a s t l y , pragmatism, s i n c e . i t i s by a n a l y s i n g the dangers as they are 
perceived by States that one may hope to a r r i v e at e f f e c t i v e measures and at the 
consensus necessary f o r t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n . The e s s e n t i a l f a c t o r s of i n s t a b i l i t y 
must be determined, and e f f o r t s must be made to a l l e v i a t e the i n t o l e r a b l e burden of 
t h r e a t s by g r a d u a l l y elimina^ting them. I t i s through t h i s d i a l e c t i c of s e c u r i t y 
and disarmament that the world i n g e n e r a l , and each r e g i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r , w i l l a r r i v e 
at l e s s d i s t r e s s i n g - c o n d i t i o n s of l i f e . 

France does not of course r e j e c t the ulimate o b j e c t i v e of r e a l , general and 
c o n t r o l l e d disarmaœnt ; however, i t does not regard i t as a present p o s s i b i l i t y , 
but as the end p o i n t of manlcind's l o n g march towards t o t a l s o l i d a r i t j ' ' . 

From t h i s o v e r - a J l conception, of which I have j u s t described the main elements, 
France has worked out a number of l i n e s of a c t i o n and concrete proposals, some of 
which are g l o b a l i n nature, and some regional.. I wish to s t r e s s that they are not 
exhaustive; Prance reserves the r i g h t to supplement them, j u s t as i t i s , of course, 
w i l l i n g to examine w i t h care and o b j e c t i v i t y those of other c o u n t r i e s . 

http://since.it


CD/PV. 2 
2-2 

(Мг. François-Poncet, Prance) 

Prance i s desirous t h a t , at the appropriate moment, i t should be you who take 
up these proposals of a g l o b a l nature since you, l a d i e s and gentlemen, are the f i r s t 
e x p r e s s i r n of the new conception ef disax;jament. 

When the French Government observed a year ago that the United Nations was the 
n a t u r a l framework f o r the debates cf the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, i t requested that 
the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament should be replaced by a forum of 
d i s c u s s i o n which, by i t s com.position and procedures, would represent a genuine 
in n o v a t i o n . 

That was a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r any serious attempt to get out of the impasse i n 
which disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s had become bogged dora. And so the tenth s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n , having decided on the reform of the n e g o t i a t i n g and d e l i b e r a t i v e machinery, 
established, new p r i n c i p l e s governing the c r e a t i o n of your Committee. 

The Committee, b e n e f i t i n g from, i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the United Nations, 
r e f l e c t s the d i v e r s i t y of thewerld i n i t s composition and respects r e g i o n a l balances. 
The abandonment of the со-chairmanship and the adoption pi the r u l e of consensus are 
t r u l y the expression of the p r i n c i p i o of the e q u a l i t y cf States w i t h regard to the 
r i g h t to s e c u r i t y . 

In proposing also the establishffient of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r Research 
on Disarmament, Prance wished that a l l States should have an o b j e c t i v e instrument 
of r e f l e c t i o n and expert i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

The I n s t i t u t e viould be an independent instrument of research attached to the 
United Nations, and i t s work would supplement, on a longer-term, and more s c i e n t i f i c 
basiá, the very u s e f u l and h i g h l y appreciated e f f o r t s already made by the 
S e c r e t a r i a t of the United Nations. 

I am happy to note that the t h i r t y - t h i r d , s e s sion of the General Assembly 
requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to study the m o d a l i t i e s 
f o r the establishment of such an I n s t i t u t e . 

There i s no disarmament viithout c o n t r c l and, i n the course «f your work, you 
must c o n s t a n t l y be faced by t h i s obvious f a c t . I'lev/ technologies — p a r t i c u l a r l y 
space technologies — are, as you knovr, opening up an i n c r e a s i n g l y v/ide range of 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s . This i s v h y Prance has proposed that an i n t e r n a t i - ^ n a l s a t e l l i t e 
m onitoring agency should, be set up under the auspices of the United Nations. 
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The t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General Assembly showed i t s i n t e r e s t i n t h i s 
proposal by d e c i d i n g without o p p o s i t i o n that a t h r e e - f o l d i n v e s t i g a t i o n should be 
undertaken; i n q u i r i e s by the Secretary-General among Member States, a meeting of 
a group of q u a l i f i e d government experts and a report by the Secretary-General to 
the t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i j n . In the course of t h i s procedure, i n which i t w i l l 
p a r t i c i p a t e , Prance w i l l supplement i t s proposals and, i n doing so, w i l l endeavour 
to answer the questions which they have r a i s e d i n c e r t a i n quarters. 

In order to emphasize the r e l a t i o n s h i p s betv/een disarmament and development, 
which are now being demonstrated by the work of a q u a l i f i e d group of experts, my 
country put foriííard the proposal to e s t a b l i s h an i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament fund 
f o r development. The General Assembly has expressed the wish that our proposal 
should, be r e f e r r e d to that group f o r i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . A l l s e c t i o n s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must r e a l i z e , without f u r t h e r delay, that development 
and s e c u r i t y are the tw® i n d i s s o c i a b l e foundations of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic 
order. 

The work of your Committee w i l l n a t u r a l l y be concerned w i t h the g l o b a l aspects 
of disarmament, but should not d i s r e g a r d the e f f o r t s which are being made at the 
r e g i o n a l l e v e l i n the self-same search f o r greater s e c u r i t y . 

In regions that are not covered by the nuc l e a r d e t e r r e n t , i t i s i n the i n t e r e s t 
cf a l l that they should p r o t e c t themselves from the dissemination of,atomic weapons. 
The French Government, v/hich i s p a r t i c u l a r l y aware of t h i s need, intends to 
con t r i b u t e to a cc?Astructive p o l i c y of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n based on n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
But i t i s of course f o r the States concerned themselves to renounce nu c l e a r 
weapons, a d e c i s i o n which can come only from an a f f i r m a t i o n of t h e i r c № w i l l . 
P r e sident Valéry Giscard d'Estaing emphasized i n New York the r o l e which the c r e a t i o n 
of n u c l e a r - f r e e zones could play i n t h i s respect, A j o i n t d e c l a r a t i o n by a l l the 
countries i n a given region of t h e i r i n t e n t i o n not to acquire t h i s type of ггеароп 
would make i t p o s s i b l e to strengthen a s i t u a t i o n that i s n e c e s s a r i l y unstable at 
the present time. Prance, f o r i t s p a r t , i s n a t u r a l l y w i l l i n g to dravi the 
inferences from such a gesture, and t h i s i s what i t i s p r e p a r i n g to do i n the case 
of the Treaty of T l a t e l o l c o . 

Moreover, i t cannot f a i l to i n d i c a t e i t s i n t e r e s t i n i n i t i a t i v e s f r e e l y taken 
by the co u n t r i e s of a regi'>n w i t h a view to strengthening t h e i r mutual confidence 
or e n t e r i n g i n t o agreements on the l i m i t a t i o n of the l e v e l of conventional weapons. 
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In the vast expanse of the northern hemisphere covered by the nuc l e a r 
d e t e r r e n t , disarmament should deal as a matter of p r i o r i t y w i t h two major f a c t o r s 
of i n s t a b i l i t y s the excessive s i z e of the s t r a t e g i c arsenals of the super-Powers 
i n r e l a t i o n to t h e i r need f o r mutual d e t e r r e n t s , and the unbalanced accumulation 
of conventional weapons i n EJurope, 

The twâ major nu c l e a r Powers should therefore m.ake urgent ' and systematic 
e f f o r t s t c reduce t h e i r arsenals to a l e v e l commensurate v/ith the a c t u a l 
requirements of deterrence. As l o n g as the existence of such a superabundant 
nuc l e a r d e s t r u c t i o n c a p a b i l i t y leaves open the p o s s i b i l i t y of the v i r t u a l l y t o t a l 
a n n i h i l a t i o n of mankind, disarmament w i l l remain an academic not i o n . 

Accordingly, though Prance supports the two major Powers when t h e y make 
progress i n t h e i r b i l a t e r a l s t r a t e g i c arms l i m i t a t i o n n e g o t i a t i o n s , i t must p o i n t 
out that the o b j e c t i v e of t h i s d i f f i c u l t e n t e r p r i s e should be a s u b s t a n t i a l 
r e d u c t i o n i n t h e i r arsenals- and the f r e e z i n g of t h e i r t e c h n o l o g i c a l competition 
without i m p a i r i n g the securits?- of the two partners and t h e i r a l l i e s as a r e s u l t . 

I t goes without s a y i n g that the problem, a r i s e s i n an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 
manner f o r the medium-sized nu c l e a r Powers such as France, since the d i s p r o p o r t i o n 
between t h e i r f o r c e s — v A i c h are l i m i t e d to the defence of t h e i r v i t a l I n t e r e s t s 
alone — and the s t r a t e g i c arsenals of the super-powers i s quite obvious. 

The accumulation of conventional armaments leads France to propose the 
convening -if a disarmament conference i n Europe, 

Europe i s a geographical and h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t y . I t i s also'a region that 
i s c l e a r l y d e l i m i t e d from the m i l i t a r y standpoint, and i t i c the s i t e cf the most 
formidable concentration of conventional weapons that the v/orld has ever known. 
This accumulation, which i s already detrimental to detente, i s bound to have 
serious e f f e c t s on detente i f i t continues and a c c e l e r a t e s . 

This i s why we have i n v i t e d a l l States v/ith f o r c e s on the continent to 
discuss together, on a f o o t i n g of e q u a l i t y and aside from the co n f r o n t a t i o n of 
b l o c s , v/ays and means of a c h i e v i n g genuine disarmament. 



C D / P V . 2 

25 

(Mr. Franqois-Fnncet, France) 

The main .-bject would he to put an end to over-armament w i t h conventional 
weapons and to th ̂  imbalances t h i s i n v o l . .;s. However, i n order to e s t a b l i s h 
the climate of confidence without which States wculd not agree to emibark on 
the process of re d u c t i o n , the f i r s t stage of the conference should be devoted to 
the e l a b o r a t i o n of a s e r i e s of measures designed rn the one hand to co-ordinate, 
and on the other hand to improve and eoualize the p u b l i c a t i o n of deta — i . e . , 
mutual knowledge of m i l i t a r y potentials,, s t r u c t u r e s and a c t i v i t i e s . E f f o r t s 
should a l s o be made at t h i s stage to l i m i t and c o n t r o l manoeuvres and movements 
that might conceal a s u r p r i s e attack. 

Л comiparison of the t h e o r i e s on the use of f o r c e s and of the s t r a t e g i e s 4f 
the d i f f e r e n t p a r t i c i p a n t s vrould make f o r b e t t e r mutual understanding, and would 
a l s o l e a d to r e f l e c t i o n on vfhat might be the optimum l e v e l of s e c u r i t y f o r 
European armies — a l e v e l which would allow n a t i o n s to keep the means necessary 
f o r t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e s e l f - d e f e n c e , but wjuld not provide them 
w i t h the means f o r l a u n c h i n g an aggression. 

I t would be f o r the European disarmament conference, i n the second phase of 
i t s work, to f i n d o b j e c t i v e c r i t e r i a , acceptable t c a l l , on which to base such 
research. I f a l l armies i n Europe were to conform to a s t r i c t l y defensive type 
of m i l i t a r y s t r u c t u r e , a f t e r gradual reductions and re-equipment, a new era of 
peace and confidence would begin f o r Europe. 

Some w i l l ask whether f o r t h i s purpose i t i s necessary to create a new 
n e g o t i a t i n g forum, when the CSCE and the MBPR t a l k s already e x i s t . We b e l i e v e 
i t i s e s s e n t i a l to do so, since the measures of confidence which we are proposing 
d i f f e r from those cf H e l s i n k i by t h e i r scope, t h e i r mandatory nature, the 
v e r i f i c a t i o n s to which they would be subject and t h e i r geographic range of 
a p p l i c a t i o n . Moreover, as they would a l s o be connected w i t h the subsequent 
adoption of s p e c i f i c p r o v i s i o n s f o r the reduction of m i l i t a r y equipment, they 
would be s i t u a t e d a l t o g e t h e r outside the framework of the P i n a l Act. 

With regard to the MBPE t a l k s , everyone i s aware of our objections to n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on the c r e a t i o n , i n the middle of Europe, of a zone i n which countries would be 
permanently subject to c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c o b l i g a t i o n s under the c o n t r o l of the two 
major Powers, a system which would, moreover, have the e f f e c t of rede p l o y i n g 
armaments r a t h e r than reducing them. 
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Nevertheless, our i n t e n t i o n — . a n d I wish to mal:e t h i s quite c l e a r here — i s 
c e r t a i n l y not to i n t e r f e r e with these negotiations¡, and we see no reason why the two 
e x e r c i s e s should not be conducted simultaneously. 

V e have also been asked why we l i m i t e d the subject of t h i s conference to 
conventional, disarmament. 

F i r s t , beca.use i t i s not appropriate to place on the same f o o t i n g , and discuss 
together i n the same n e g o t i a t i a t i o n s , weapons which are completely d i f f e r e n t i n t h e i r 
nature, s i g n i f i c a n c e and use. 

Secondly, becaxise — since the bulle of the nuclear weapons belong to two great 
Powers and form p a r t of a general balance which extends f a r beyond the confines of 
Europe — r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r пггс1еа-г disarmament r e s t s with those two Poviers. 

V/e are nevertheless aware of the complementarity of the two forms of disarmament, 
since the existence of the n u c l e a r deterrent i n Europe i s i n d i s s o c i a b l e from the 
t h r e a t posed there by conventiojnal weapons. v/hether any progress i s ma,de with general 
disarmament w i l l depend on the extent to whipb the European disarmament conference 
achieves s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s . 

Ladies and Gentlemen, you are thus the f i r s t m a n i f e s t a t i o n of a new concept of 
disarraament. 

I am.sure that you w i l l conduct your work with the open-raindedness and the r i g o u r : 
vjhich the requirements of the coming decades demand. To achieve t h i s , your Committee 
w i l l have to remain true to i t s founding p r i n c i p l e s i and, being i t s e l f an i n n o v a t i o n , 
i t w i l l have to ensure that i t s work and methods r e f l e c t t h i s renewal.. 

I t i s g r a t i f y i n g that a l l the nuclear Powers have been i n v i t e d to гевглпе t h e i r 
seats on the Committee and that the voice pf great China can malte i t s e l f heard here 
whenever j.t deems i t d e s i r a b l e . 

Nevertheless i t i s s t i l l tru.e t h a t , through the United Nations General. Assembly, 
i t s F i r s t Committee and the n e w l y - i n s t i t u t e d Disarmament Commission, the disarmament 
endeavour w i l l above a l l be i n s p i r e d by the p r i n c i p l e of u n i v e r s a l i t y . . How then 
could you, as the main n e g o t i a t i n g body depart from .this r u l e , whose most normal form 
of e x p r e s s i o n i s the search f o r a consensus? 
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I f your Committee were to depart from the p r i n c i p l e of the universa,l r i g h t to 
s e c u r i t y i n order to r e v e r t to commitments tha-t are e s s e n t i a l l y b i p o l a r , Ь'гэпсе 
would be d r i v e n back again to i t s former r e s e r v a t i o n s . And i f i t were to confine 
i t s e l f to a b s t r a c t d i s c u s s i o n s , i t would not l i v e ггр to the expectations of the 
peoples. , .. . 

I'Jha.t we seek i s a disarmament e f f o r t that i s s e r i o u s , p r a c t i c a l and e f f e c t i v e . 
To achieve t h i s , i t i s e s s e n t i a l to base our v o r k . on a r e a l i s t i c v i s i o n of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , of the East-West r e l a t i o n s which determine the s t r a t e g i c 
balance, and of the North-South r e l a t i o n s , which are c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the a s p i r a t i o n 
f o r harmony between two regions of the world that are d i v i d e d by the i n e q u a l i t i e s 
o f t h e i r development. 

There w i l l be no disarmament without a deepening of détente. Between East and 
West, c o n f r o n t a t i o n i s g r a d u a l l y g i v i n g way to the search f o r a balance. But t h i s 
balance between the b l o c s cannot permanentlj^ and s a t i s f a c t o r i l y be a balance of 
t e r r o r and m i s t r u s t . We must talce new and ambitious steps along the road that was 
opened at Helsinîci, and go beyond an e x c e s s i v e l y narrow and l i m i t e d concept of d e t e n t e . 

In a word, Europe, which has been d i v i d e d and p a r a l y s e d by the c o l d war, must open 
i t s e l f to nations and to people. France, f o r i t s p a r t , t h i n l i s that t h i s i s p o s s i b l e , 
and b e l i e v e s i t has shown th a t i t can be done with f u l l respect f o r n a t i o n a l 
independence and f i d e l i t y to a l l i a n c e s . 

At the same time, however, we must r e a l i z e that the advancement of détente i s 
not i n i t s e l f enough to create the conditions f o r genuine disarmament. Transformation 
of North-South r e l a t i o n s i s e q u a l l y important f o r the success of our e n t e r p r i s e , 
because the gap between developed countries and those which aspire to development i s 
a source of f r u s t r a t i o n which might w e l l r e s u l t i n a c h a l l e n g i n g of the balances 
that are a l l e g e d to have been e s t a b l i s h e d between the r i c h of the East and the r i c h 
of the West i n t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . France considers i t important therefore to 
i n s t i t u t e a c o n s t r u c t i v e dialogue between North and South based on mutual t r u s t . But, 
i n the East-West and the North-South dialogue a l u c e , i t i s e s s e n t i a l to convince people 
of t h e i r s o l i d a r i t j ' - , and to help them di s c o v e r the fundamental u n i t y of t h e i r aims, 
despite t h e i r r i v a l r i e s and even t h e i r armed c o n f l i c t s . 
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The new ejid promising' body whose c r e a t i o n we acclaim today — the United Nations 
Committee on Disarmament — can maice a c o n t r i b u t i o n p r e c i s e l y to the attainment of 
these o b j e c t i v e s . 

The CKÂIRIIAIT ( t r a n s l a t e d from French) ; I would l i k e to thank 
Mr. Jean François-Poncet f o r the substa,ntial c o n t r i b u t i o n by France, and to t e l l 
him how g r e a t l y \ n appreciated tl.e reuarLx l.e v.iado i.rit;: respect to A l g e r i a and to 
myself. I now c a l l upon the t h i r d spealeer on my l i s t , the Honourable Hameed, 
M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of S r i Lanka, to take the f l o o r . 

Mr. HAI-tEED ( S r i Lanlca)s Mr. Chairman, may I at the commencement of my 
remaxks congratulate you on your assumption of duties as Chairma.n of t h i s f i r s t 
meeting of the Committee on Disarmament. ¥e regard i t a.s a t r i b u t e to your country 
and to you p e r s o n a l l y , Mr. Chairman, that t h i s f i r s t meeting of the Committee should 
be p r e s i d e d over by A l g e r i a . Your coimtry has made s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the 
cause of mediation aind peace i n the fcrum^s of the United 1'ía.tions, the Organization 
of A f r i c a n U n i t y , the League of Arab States and not l e a s t of a l l w i t h i n our 
non-aligned movement i n which your country was a d i s t i n g u i s h e d m.ember even before 
your inde pe nde nee. 

In the l a s t da.ys of the yea.r j u s t over, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community j o i n e d the 
A l g e r i a n people to m.ourn the untimely pa.ssing of President Boumedienne. He was an 
a r c h i t e c t of your l i b e r a t i o n and under h i s l e a d e r s h i p ana guidance A l g e r i a has made 
a l a s t i n g impact i r . the Councils of the world. I am confident that you w i l l guide 
our d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n the s p i r i t and w i t h the x^ladom \ihich your country has 
i n h e r i t e d from your great leader. 

I have y et another duty to perform and i t i s to thank those members of t h i s 
Committee v/ho supported our nomination to i t s membership. V/e are a.ware that among 
the c r i t e r i a adopted f o r membership of the Commtttee on Disarmament i s that of 
being m i l i t a r i l ; - c i g n i f i c a n t J t a t o •- a q u a l i f i c a t i o n xrhicl- üri Ijanl^a can ha,rdly 
c l a i m to s a t i s f y . That we were included among the eigh t new members of the 
Committee i s , we b e l i e v e , a t a c i t a.cknowledgement of the c o n t r i b u t i o n v/hich the 
m i l i t a r i l y l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t can mak:e bo disarmament — a c o n t r i b u t i o n which i n my 
country's c0,se derives from the p o l i c i e s and p o s i t i o n s vrhich the Governjnent of 
S r i Lanlca under the l e a d e r s h i p of my P r e s i d e n t , His E x c e l l e n c y J.R. Jayewardene, 
has chosen to follov;. 
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This Committee i s meeting toda,y as a consequence of the United Ifetions specia,l 
s e s s i o n on disarmnment h e l d i n Ifey end June l a s t year. l i e . Chairman, as a f e l l o w -
memher of the non-aligned r c v o n e r t , you v-^uld kncv thr.t the spcc i ' ^ l s e s - i o n wc3 the 
r e s u l t of the sustained e f f o r t s of the non-aligned group which s s îejr hack as I96I 

f i r s t c a l l e d f o r the convening of a specie 1 s e s e i c n dcv;ted to disarmamicnt. That 
o b j e c t i v e we.s r e a l i z e d i n 197S f o l l o w i n g the r e s o l u t i o n v/hich my country's 
d e l e g a t i o n , i n our c a p a c i t y of Chairman of the n-^n-eligned movement, vas p r i v i l e g e d 
to propose at the c h i r t y - f i r s t session of the General assembly on behalf of the 
non-aligned comm.unity. 

The P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n vrhich d e a l t w i t h the machinery of 
disaj?mament e s t a b l i s h e d the United Nations Disa,rmament Commission to f u n c t i o n as 
the d e l i b e r a t i v e body and t h i s Committee on Disarmament to c o n s t i t u t e the 
n e g o t i a t i n g body. The Disarmament Commission was i n s p i r e d and fashioned so as to 
give э„11 States an opportunity and a r o l e i n t h i s v i t a l ta.sk of disarmament. In 
the context of our time t h i s was as f a r as we could go to reach a consensus i n 
order to democratize the i n s t i t u t i o n s of disarmament. Those of us who p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n w i l l r e c a l l the p r o t r a c t e d exchanges that took place on the 
r o l e that the United Nations should p l a y i n the sphere of disarmament. The 
emphasis g i v e n by the non-aligned to the U n i t e d Nations was because i t i s the most 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e body. And through the DisarmcJnent Commission vre s h a l l s t r i v e to 
implement that democra.tization, to give meaning to the l e t t e r and s p i r i t of the 
P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

Mr. Chairman, you w i l l a l s o r e c a l l the no l e s s arduous n e g o t i a t i o n s that 
preceded the reform of the n e g o t i a t i n g body — t h i s Committee on Disarmament. 
V/hile we i n the non-a,ligned b e l i e v e d that l i t t l e or no progress of consequence had 
taken place i n disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , there were those who b e l i e v e d othervrise and 
a c c o r d i n g l y were averse to any mia.jor reform, of the n e g o t i a t i n g body. What we are 
today i n t h i s Committee i s a. r e f l e c t i o n of vrhat h?.d been agreed upon and was 

accepted а,з the most r e e . l i s t i c compromise, ra.ther than what vre could j u s t i f i a b l y 
c l a i m wa.s the w i l l of an overwhelming ma.jority. We nevertheless view t h i s 
Committee a.s a b e t t e r repreoenta.tion of that overv-rhelming m a j o r i t y whose 
a s p i r a t i o n s to r e a l i z o the goal of disarmament we sha.ll continue to tirge w i t h i n 
t h i s Committee. 

http://sha.ll
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I would l i k e to taice t h i s opportunity to elaborate my Government's views on 
how we see our r o l e i n t h i s Committee. As one of the new members of the Committee, 
we s h a l l l i s t e n and l e a r n as we c o n t r i b u t e . VAiile not di s c o u n t i n g the advances 
made i n the n e g o t i a t i n g body i n the past, we regard t h i s Committee as o-
s i g n i f i c a , n t new beginning aimed at g i v i n g the disarmament process a new and d e c i s i v e 
impetus. The increase i n i t s mom.bership, the adoption of i t s o\m. r u l e s of 
procedure, the appointment of i t s Secreta.ry, the r o t a t i o n of i t s Chairmanship, the 
a,doption of i t s own â -genda., the p r o v i s i o n f o r the p a j r t i c i p a t i o n of States not 
members of the Committee — these we regard not as mere tokens but a,s t a n g i b l e 
evidence of the Committee's new r o l e and the expectations of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community from i t s members. 

I would make j u s t one comment on the decision-making process of consensus 
which we know was cajrdinal to the coming i n t o being of t h i s Committee. Consensus 
i s the only p o s s i b l e c r i t e r i o n f o r decision-making i n the context of today. In 
our e f f o r t s to reach t h i s consensus we should not be o b l i v i o u s of the concern f o r 
s e c u r i t y and — I say t h i s without seeking to dramatize the issue — the very 
existence of the vast m a j o r i t y of the human fa,mily. ¥hen i t was decided i n our 
P i n a l Document that t h i s Committee's plena.ry meetings were to be open to the p u b l i c , 
we b e l i e v e t h a t i t was intended as more thaji a gesture and that t h i s p u b l i c , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g the ordinaj^y c i t i z e n s of our c o u n t r i e s , w i l l be the r e a l a r b i t e r s of 
the worth of t h i s Commtttee. 

I t was not rr:j i n t e n t i o n , Fix. Chairman, to taice t h i s C o r n i t t e e ' s time i n 
r e c a p i t u l a t i n g ' the views and p o s i t i o n s which have been s t a t e d dtiring the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n and i n the P i r s t Committee of the General Assembly. But a b r i e f reference 
to some of these issues i s d i f f i c u l t to a.void. As d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegates would 
know, when I spoke of the threat to the very existence of the human f a m i l y , i t v;as 
the t h r e a t of nuclear war that I had i n mind. Huclear disarmament, t h e r e f o r e , i s 
the imperative need and we ga„ve t h i s the hi g h e s t p r i o r i t y in. the P i n a l Document. 
¥e are not so naive s,s to expect i n s t a n t r e s u l t s , nevertheless wheA does 
discourag:e us i s the a p p a l l i n g l y slow pace of ne g o t i a t i o n s on even what might be 
c a l l e d tHe distan.t preludes to nuclear disaj?majnent. The Si-JJS I I agreements which 
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we he.d hoped f o r as a happy a.u¿rury f o r the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n have not yet been 
concluded — though we г.ге t o l d that they are irasiinent. The drs,ft of a 
comprehensive test-hon t r e a t y i s s t i l l w i t h the three nuclec.r-weapon States w i t h 
no i n d i c a t i o n of i t s coming before t h i s Committeo. In the pa.st¡, we un.dersta.nd, 
d r a f t agreements of t h i s nature were placed before .this Committee i n the 
exp e c t a t i o n that i t s memibers would have l i t t l e to say and therefore the d r a f t s 
would r e c e i v e prompt acceptance. That, l/tr. Chairma-n, i s cn a t t i t u d e which v/e hope 
w i l l not be prevalent i n t h i s new Committee. I f our membership i s f o r the purpose 
of being onlookers w a i t i n g to endorse a.greGments, our p a r t i c i p a . t i o n i n t h i s 
Committee would be reduced t o e. f a,rce. 

I would l i k e to malee a„ passing but releva.nt observa^tion a.t t h i s stage. We 
rea.dily recognize that disarmament and, even more, nucleajr disa„rmajnent i s an 
i n f i n i t e l y complex exe r c i s e i n v o l v i n g t e c h n i c a l com.petence tha.t my own. country 
h a j d l y claims to possess. However, as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of an e l e c t e d p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s h i p , I.am ob l i g e d to a„sk whether, even i n those Strates which have the 
technica,l competence, a,re not the issues presented i n coherent non-technical terms 
to the p o l i t i c 9 . 1 l e a d e r s h i p who must i n the l a s t anauysis take the necessary 
d e c i s i o n s a-nd e x p l a i n them to t h e i r people? A s i m i l a r p r e s e n t a t i o n can take place 
in. t h i s Committee a,nd I would venture to th i n k that i t i s w e l l w i t h i n the capa,city 
of a l l pur members to cveiuate the issues and f u l f i l our r o l e a,s a c t i v e and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e pa-rticipa.nts i n the work of t h i s Committee. My Government w i l l give 
i t s best e f f o r t s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

E a , r l i e r in. my rema,rks I made a reference to the democratization of the 
disaxmajnent process which was one o b j e c t i v e of the spccie . 1 s e s s i o n . I r e v e r t to 
t h i s only to dra.w a t t e n t i o n to the proposals which were brought before the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n by i n d i v i d u a l Sta.tos. The P i n a l Document l i s t s these proposals 
ajid among them i s one mo.de by my P r e s i d e n t , His E x c e l l e n c y J.R. Jayewa^rdene, f o r 
a World Disarmament A u t h o r i t y . I t i s not my i n t e n t i o n to amplify that propose.l 
before t h i s Committee. We d i d so at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . The General Assembly 
at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n a.dopted by consensus a r e s o l u t i o n we sponsored to 
caxry for>rard the proposals i n paragraph 1 2 5 of the P i n a l Document, ^i/hile we 
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heard some doubts expressed about the need to ha,ve these proposals oven s t u d i e d , 
regard the adoption of that r e s o l u t i o n by consensus as a,t l e a s t a vindico.tion 

of wha,t i s st?.ted i n tho P i n a l Document: that a l l States have the duty to 
co n t r i b u t e to e f f o r t s i n the f i e l d of disarma,ment and e.ll Sta.tes have the r i g h t to 
pa.rticipato i n disarmajnent n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

My remarks would bo incomplete v/ithout a. reference to what we see e.s э, 

r e c u r r i n g phenomenon o b s t r u c t i n g even the present slow process of disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . Vftie^t I have i n mind i s the tendency among the major m i l i t a r y 
a l l i a n c e s to view internationa . 1 p o l i t i c a l changes as ha.ving a d i r e c t beaxing on 
t h o i r s e c u r i t y . Tho inv?<,ria„ble response or, one might even sa,y, the i n s t i n c t i v e 
r e a c t i o n to such changes i s the sloxring dovm or even f r e e z i n g of on-going 
n e g o t i a i i o n s . The recourse to t h i s form of linkage ha,s tended to be i n c r e a s i n g l y 
frequent. The sequel o f t e n ta^kes the form not j u s t of an i n t e r r u p t i o n or f r e e z i n g 
of n e g o t i a t i o n s but of a c a l l f o r пел-т increases i n arms expenditure. To recount 
the t h e o r i e s an.d remedies and the well-known "isms" that b r i n g t h i s about would be 
a r e c i t a l of h i s t o r y both s j i c i e n t and modern f o r which t h i s Committee i s no forum. 
But i t would be s u f f i c i e n t to r e c a l l j u s t the events of the l a s t 5 0 years f o r 
evidence that armaments have n e i t h e r ensured dura,ble s e c u r i t y nor durable a l l i e s . 
In our own time we have been witness to events which were not j u s t u n l i k e l y but 
would have been dismissed a s impossible a dece.de or two e.go. I make t h i s remark 
not to pronounce judgement on the events themselves but to emphasize the f u t i l i t y 
of s e c u r i t y based on a n accumula,tion of armaments. The devise of linleage ma,y 
aJlow a, b r e a t h i n g s p e l l but i t postpones the e s s e n t i a l choice v-rhich i s e i t h e r e„ 
f r e s h a c c e l e r a t i o n of the arms race or what we imist now t r y to r e a l i z e — a h a l t 
and a, r e v e r s a l of t h i s process. 

Yet, I'Ir. Chairman, the p i c t u r e i s not wh o l l y one of gloom. ¥ithin the ma.jor 
a l l i a n c e s we see signs of acceptance of the t r u t h tha,t armaments alone a,re no 
gus.rantee of s e c u r i t y . I f t h i s trend gathers momentum we may yet see an abandoning 
of what has been f o r somie an a r t i c l e of f e . i t h : that the nuclear deterrent has 
been the proven instrument that has kept the peace. Perhaps i t has kept the резусе, 
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Mr. Chairman, i n one area, where we are t o l d tensions г.ге grea t e s t and-therefore 
ejij s e r i o u s c o n f l i c t w i l l l e a d to a major disa,ster f o r the whole V70rld. ' ¥e have 
long- heard the e x h o r t a t i o n that peace i s i n d i v i s i b l e but l o o k i n g at our ovm 
regions of Asia, and A f r i c a where armed c o n f l i c t s of varying ma^gnitudes have " 
continued unceasingly one wonders whether the c o s t of pea^ce i n Europe and the West 
i s being: p a i d f o r elsewhere. 

These l a s t remarks may be regarded as a. f a c i l e o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a , t i o n . But I 
had more than j u s t armed c o n f r o n t a l i o n s i n mind. The heavier and mxore damaging 
t o l l of the arms race i s the i n f l a t i o n , that rava^g-es our economies and l i k e any 
epidemic knows no f r o n t i e r s . Even those regions i n which a, tenuous pea.ce p r e v a i l s 
have to pay the p r i c e , and we i n the T h i r d World are much l e s s able to bear that 
burden. I may have diverged from the purposes of our Committee by introducing' 
t h i s i s s u e but i t i s not without relevance. E a r l i e r i n my remarks I r e f e r r e d to 
S r i Lanka's membership i n t h i s Committee being a ta.cit acknowledgement of the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n that m i l i t a r i l y l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t States can. make to disarmament. 
There i s another waj in. which we can malee a c o n t r i b u t i o n and that i s as one of 
those co u n t r i e s v a r i o u s l y described as developing, as lea.st devreloped and most 
s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d and we are not alone i n t h i s respect i n t h i s Committee. 

Mr. Chairman, I have i n the course of my remarks sought to o u t l i n e our 
a^pproach to some of the important issues before t h i s Committee. Assembled as we 
are in. t h i s C o u n c i l Chamber we can. sca..rcely f o r g e t the lon g e f f o r t s of those who 
laboured before us, w i t h i n these same w a l l s , to b r i n g about the disarmament which 
i s a l s o our g o a l . T h e i r experience makes us even more awexe that our work i s 
the c o n t i n u a t i o n of a long process of seeking to esta.blish the climate of 
confidence and co-opei-ation that would al l o w f o r r e a l progress towards the 
l i m i t a t i o n of armaments without r i s k to n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . We know that we s h a l l 
ha^ve to be content w i t h l i m i t e d successes and al s o accept disappointments. Yet 
we have no a l t e r n a t i v e but to p e r s i s t i n out e f f o r t s . May I conclude by assuring 
you, Mr, Chairman, of my delegation's f u l l e s t co-operation i n the work of t h i s 
Committee. 
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Mr. PEACOCK ( A u s t r a l i a ) ; Arms c o n t r o l and disarmament are the gravest 
problems f a c i n g the world today. S o l u t i o n s are imperative. I know that we 
share a j o i n t bei-^ef that s o l u t i o n s are j.-jssible, and t h i s -s the reason that 
the Committee on Disarmament i s meeting f o r the f i r s t time today. I need not 
remind you that there has i n the past been a l a c k of s u b s t a n t i a l progress i n 
reaching e f f e c t i v e arms c o n t r o l and disarmament measures. The s p e c i a l session, 
however, mar-ked a t u r n i n g p o i n t , because i t was there that Governments demonstrated 
a w i l l i n g n e s s to confront d i r e c t l y the problems of conventional and nuclear arms 
b u i l d up. We must maintain t h i s imipetus. 

Two elements are b a s i c to any s o l u t i o n to the arms race. They are, f i r s t , 
the e r a d i c a t i o n of the causes of f e a r and, second, the encouragement of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y . These w i l l i n e v i t a b l y l e a d to a growth i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
.confidence. No s i n g l e country can introduce c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures 
independently, A u s t r a l i a , l i k e other middle Powers, i s i n no p o s i t i o n to decide 
g l o b a l i s s u e s of war and peace. C o l l e c t i v e l y , however, vje can do much to f o s t e r 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l climate more conducive to arms c o n t r o l and disarmament. I t i s 
w i t h i n the framework of m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on arms c o n t r o l and disarmament 
measures t h a t i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s , b r i n g i n g t h e i r own p a r t i c u l a r p e r s p e c t i v e s to 
bear, may be able to malee o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . We would g r e a t l y welcome the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the People's Republic of China which, as a nuclear-weapon State, 
has a p a r t i c u l a r l y valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n to make. 

A u s t r a l i a w.-lcomes the opportunity ',o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s Committee — an 
opportunity whit.u the e i a b o i a t i o n of p r a c t i c a l 
measures to r e s t r i c t the growth i n armaments, both n u c l e a r and conventional. 

P r a c t i c a l measures d i r e c t e d to the avoidance of n u c l e a r c o n f l i c t must have 
a h i g h p r i o r i t y f o r t h i s Committee, The strong o p p o s i t i o n of successive 
A u s t r a l i a n Governments to the e s c a l a t i o n of the nuclear arms race and to the 
spread of n u c l e a r weapons i s w e l l Icnown. We are co.mmitted to the continuing 
n e g o t i a t i o n of measures to l i m i t the production, d i s t r i b u t i o n and use of these 
weapons- The problems i n v o l v e d are complex and d i f f i c u l t , and we recognize that 
there are no easy or quick s o l u t i o n s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , the r e d u c t i o n o f nuclear 
a r s e n a l s must ensure a s t a b l e s t r a t e g i c balance and thus the maintenance of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l confidence. 

At the saDie time, we need to remember that progress i n the c o n t r o l of 
n u c l e a r arms must always be r e l a t e d to s i m i l a r progress i n r e s t r i c t i n g conventional 
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armaments. Given present l e v e l s of conventional arms, nuclear weapons remain 
an e s s e n t i a l element i n preserving' the s t a h i l i t y of the s t r a t e g i c balance and 
t h e r e f o r e the s t r u c t u r e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

A u s t r a l i a b e l i e v e s that the s t a r t i n g point f o r f u r t h e r progress i n nuclear 
arms c o n t r o l should be the establishment of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l environment vihich 
w i l l remove, the m o t i v a t i o n to possess nuclear v/eapons, deter t h e i r a c q u i s i t i o n , 
and provide non-nuclear-г/еароп States with s e c u r i t y against nuclear a t t a c k . Our 
e f f o r t s need to embrace; 

- s u b s t a n t i a l l i m i t a t i o n s and subsequent reductions i n e x i s t i n g nuclear-
a r s e n a l s ; 

- the complete c e s s a t i o n of nuclear. weapons testing- i n a l l environments; 
- the prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons to co-untries not yet-

possessing them; 
- measures to ensure that the use of nuclear energy f o r peaceful purposes does 

not c o n t r i b u t e to the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons; 
- the c e s s a t i o n of the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r nuclear weapons 

pur-poses; 
- s a t i s f a c t o r y s e c u r i t y assurances f o r non-nuclear weapon St a t e s ; and 
- c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures which w i l l l i m i t the dang-er of nuclear war 

through miscalculaotion or the f a i l u r e of communication. 
There has already been some progress i n a number of these area,s. Unless, 

however, we pursue the process of nuclear arms c o n t r o l on a broad f r o n t , covering 
both the q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e aspects of the problem, there i s a danger 
that progress i n one area may be retarded by l a c k of momentum i n another. 

Of the matters f a c i n g t h i s Committee, the ela4boration of a t r e a t y p r o h i b i t i n g " 
nuclear-weapon testing- i n a l l environments i s of primary importance and deserves 
the e a r l i e s t a t t e n t i o n . The United Nations General Assembly expressed i n December 
i t s s incere hope that . t h e n e g o t i a t i n g Powers would present a CTB agreement to the 
Committee by the time i t began i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s . I t i s to be r e g r e t t e d that 
t h i s has not been p o s s i b l e . The n e g o t i a t i n g Powers should be urged to do t h e i r 
utmost to ensure that a CTB t e x t i s presented to the Committee during t h i s f i r s t 
s e s s i o n . 

Even before the agreement i s presented here, A.ustralia b e l i e v e s the Committee 
could begin addressing the t e c h n i c a l and o p e r a t i o n a l aspects of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
seismic d e t e c t i o n network, the study of vihich was i n i t i a t e d by the Committee's 
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predecessor. A f u l l experimental e x e r c i s e of the proposed network should proceed 
without delay. This i s e s s e n t i a l i f there i s to be any p o s s i b i l i t y that an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n system i s to be o p e r a t i o n a l by the time the Committee 
has completed i t , _ work i n the drafting" ox a m u l t i l a t e r a l C'23 t r e a t y , 

A widely accepted CTB t r e a t y w i l l be a s i g n i f i c a n t milestone i n arms c o n t r o l 
and disarmament e f f o r t s . I t w i l l be a b a r r i e r to both the spread of nuclear 
weapons and the expansion of e x i s t i n g nuclear a r s e n a l s . I t v i l l c o n t r i b u t e to 
a g r e a t e r l e v e l of confidence among States i n a l l regions of the world. I t w i l l 
a l s o provide the opportunity f o r b u i l d i n g f u r t h e r upon i n t e r n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n 
procedures of the k i n d incorporated i n the Nuclear N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treats'". 

Looking beyond the CTB, as part of the e f f o r t to enhance f u r t h e r the 
r e s t r a i n t s on both the v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, 
the Committee could p r o f i t a b l y t u r n i t s a t t e n t i o n to the proposal f o r an agreement 
h a l t i n g the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r nuclear weapons purposes. Such 
an agreement would be a f u r t h e r b a r r i e r to the spread of n u c l e a r weapons to 
a d d i t i o n a l c o u n t r i e s by preventing the development of untested nuclear weapons. 
I t would a l s o place a l i m i t on the q u a n t i t y of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l a v a i l a b l e to 
the nuclear-weapon States f o r weapons production and thus be an e f f e c t i v e measure 
towards s c a l i n g dovm the nuclear arms race. 

A u s t r a l i a does not underestimate the d i f f i c u l t i e s of implementing and 
v e r i f y i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreement of t h i s k i n d . ¥e acknoviledge that i t viould 
i n v o l v e the development of an adequate system of f u l l - s c o p e safeguards accepted 
by both nuclear-weapon States and non-nuclear-weapon States A u s t r a l i a ' s own 
a c t i v i t i e s i n tho safeguards f i e l d arc vre l l known. They need no e l a b o r a t i o n here 
except t o say that a r i g o r o u s , comprehensive and u n i v e r s a l l y a p p l i c a b l e system 
of safeguards would make the n o n - p r o l i f e r f i t i o n régime even more e f f e c t i v e . We 
b e l i e v e that an agreement h a l t i n g the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r 
nuclear weapons purposes would be a s u b s t a n t i a l achievement, 

I t u r n now to the question of mea,Gures to r e s t r a i n the grox-rth i n conventional 
a r s e n a l s . The present high l e v e l of conventional p̂ rms expenditure i s a symptom 
of the u n d e r l y i n g tensions and l a c k of confidence which p e r s i s t betx-zeen States. 
I t i s conventional arms which have i n f l i c t e d the s u f f e r i n g and d e s t r u c t i o n 
experienced i n many pa r t s of the world since V/orld War I I . I t i s a l s o conventional 
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arms V7hich are c u r r e n t l y absorbing such a l a r g e propor t i o n of n a t i o n a l budgets. I f 
s i g n i f i c a n t r e d u c t i o n s i n m i l i t a r y expenditures could be achieved i n a manner v/hich 
provided c o u n t r i e s v/ith undiminished s e c u r i t y at a l o w e r l e v e l of armament, t h i s vrould 
do much to help reduce i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions and to a s s i s t the r e l e a s e of resources, 
both n a t i o n a l l y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , f o r economic and s o c i a l development. 

The r e g u l a t i o n of conventional armaments and m i l i t a r y budgets, hov/ever, r a i s e s 
a m u l t i t u d e of i s s u e s v/hich c o u n t r i e s perceive as d i r e c t l y a f f e c t i n g t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e 
s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s . Such r e g u l a t i o n vrould need to i n c l u d e the n e g o t i a t i o n of 
agreements f o r p l a c i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s on the production, t r a n s f e r , a c q u i s i t i o n and use 
of conventional v/eapons. This i s an area of great complexity a f f e c t i n g a l l States. 
I t i s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , incumbent upon t h i s Committee to talce a f r e s h look at conventional 
arms c o n t r o l and to seek approaches v/hich are p r a c t i c a l , achievable and c o n t r i b u t e 
to s e c u r i t y at lov/er l e v e l s of armament. 

The c o n t r o l of chemical v/eapons represents an aspect of conventional arms c o n t r o l 
v/here p r a c t i c a l measures are immediately p o s s i b l e . The q u e s t i o n of a chemical 
v/arfare convention has been under c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the Committee's predecessor f o r 
some yea r s . Together v/ith the comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y , t h i s i s an immediate 
task f o r the Committee, I t i s a comolex i s s u e and one v/hich v / i l l take up a 
considerable amount of the Committee's time. Nevertheless, a l l n a t i o n s represented 
here v/hich are p a r t i e s to the 1 9 7 2 B i o l o g i c a l \/eapons Convention have undertalcen i n 
the terms of a r t i c l e IX of that Convention to reach e a r l y agreement on e f f e c t i v e 
measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g - of 
chemical weapons and f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n of present s t o c k s . l i e are a l s o enjoined by 
the B i o l o g i c a l V/eapons Convention to negotiate appropriate measvures concerning 
equipment and means of d e l i v e r y s p e c i f i c a l l y designed f o r the production or use of 
chemical agents f o r v/eapons purposes. A u s t r a l i a regards t h i s as an urgent matter. 
Chemical v/eapons remain the p r i n c i p a l category of v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n s t i l l 
to be subject to a régime of c o n t r o l , A chomical i/ea„pons convention v/ould be a 
l o g i c a l extension to the B i o l o g i c a l V/eapons Convention and the C-eneva P r o t o c o l 
of 1 9 2 5 . 

A chemical v/eapons convention ought to be comprehensive i n i t s framev/ork and 
cover s p e c i f i e d chemical agents. I t s a p p l i c a t i o n v/ould need to be gradual but v/e 
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i t t l i e v e t-here-xíoul Ъе l a e r i t i n s p e l l i n g o-.: the time-frame i n the convention, 
l i e v e r t h e l e s s , such a convention v r i l l only oe as good as the v e r i f i c a t i o n procedures 
w r i t t e n i n t o i t . I t i s e s s e n t i a l , I h e l i e ^ e , that these should i n v o l v e an exchange 
of i n f o r m a t i o n ahout chemical vrea.pons stocks and manufacture of substances, 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s and, above a , l l , o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n to c e r t i f y not only the d e s t r u c t i o n 
of stocks, but a l s o t h a i proscribed chemicals are not being manufactured by u n i t s 
producing s i a i l o j : chemical substances. 

The Commiittoe's predecessor achieved a good deal i n t h i s areav. Further 
s u b s t a n t i a l progress, hoxrever, must рлгг.И the j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e promised i n 1 9 7 ^ by 
the United States and the Soviet Union. I t would be h e l p f u l i f those c o u n t r i e s were 
to conclude t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s as soon as p o s s i b l e , so that we may have the n e g o t i a t i n g 
t e x t of a chenica . 1 A;eo.pons convention i n t h i s Committee t h i s year. 

This Cohiniittee on Disarmament assum.es today i t s plaice a,s the p r i n c i p a J m u l t i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i n g body on anns c o n t r o l and disarmatient i s s u e s . There remains on important 
and i n some cases e s s e n t i a l r o l e f o r b i l a t e r a l or r e g i o n a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on disarmament 
questio n s . 'i l i i s Committee, however, \rhich has a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e membership than 
i t s predecessor, should have a c e n t r a l r o l e i n the achievement of the o b j e c t i v e s of 
ajrms c o n t r o l and disannajsent set down by the s p e c i a l s e s sion of the United Nations 
GeneraJ Assembly on Uisarmai-ient i n i t s F i n e ! Dociunent and of progress tov/ards the 
u l t i m a t e goal of g-eneral and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l controj. 
The Committee v / i l l aeeO to a,dopt a rigorou^. ^юrk programme. V l i i l e talcing advantage 
of tho experience of i t s predecessor, i t might l o c k beyond the e s t a b l i s h e d and yet-to-bc 
completed arms c o n t r o l agenda and seek out ne^^ i n i t i a t i v e s and s o l u t i o n s . 

Vc must seize every opportunity to stem and i f p o s s i b l e reverse the s t e a d i l y 
mounting worldwide b.iild-up end costs of ever more l e t h a l arms, both conventional 
and n u c l e a r . A l b e r t E i n s t e i n ' s words remain t r u e . 

"\/e m,ust never r e l a x our e f f o r t s to axouse i n the people of the v o x l d , 

and e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e i r Governments, an awareness of the unprecedented 
d i s a s t e r \rhich they are a b s o l u t e l y c e r t a i n to bring- on themselves l u i l e s s 
there i s a fundamental change i n t h e i r a t t i t u d e s toxraards one another as 
w e l l as i n t h e i r concept of the f u t u r e . The unleashed power of the aton 
ha,s changed everything' except oiu' i/ay of t h i n l c i n g . " 

http://assum.es
file:///rhich
file:///rhich
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Mr. Б Ы Х (Sweden) s In 1 9 б 2 I p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the s t a r t of the work 
of the ENDC. The -approach to the disarmai:ient work was bolder then than now. 
General and complete disarmament, which continues to be the f i n a l g o a l , was then 
seen as the immediate object of n e g o t i a t i o n . Other and more s p e c i f i c tasks were 
grouped together under the h e a d l i n e of " c o l l a t e r a l " measures.-

I t was not l o n g , however, before the formidable d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t a c k l i n g 
the problem of general and complete disarmament l e d ENDC to focus on s p e c i f i c 
areas. The " c o l l a t e r a l " measures became the main object of n e g o t i a t i o n s . To 
our disappointment, even the d r a s t i c a l l y lowered arabitiens have proved inmiensoly 
d i f f i c T f L t to f u l f i l . Sone r e s u l t s have been r e g i s t e r e d , but i t i s sad to note 
that iteras which wore before us i n I962 are s t i l l before us — unresolved. This 
i s n o t a b l y true of a complete t e s t ban. I t would be discouraging, indeed, i f 
t h a t i s s u e wore not solved i n the course of t h i s year. 

I need not elaborate on the grave consequences of these f a i l u r e s , on the 
d i r e c t m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l r i s k s connected w i t h the b u l g i n g stocks of arms, on 
the s t a g g e r i n g vraste of scarce resources badly needed to s a t i s f y human needs. 
But I would l i k e to d w e l l , f o r a nom_ent, on the reasons f o r the f a i l u r e s . Let me 
say, a t the outset, that I do not t h i n k they are found i n l a c k of w i l l to 
a t t a i n r e s u l t s . Nor do I t h i n k t h a t the m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l complexes are a 
d e c i s i v e o b s t a c l e , although t h o i r vested i n t e r e s t s no doubt p l a y a r o l e . By f a r 
the most important f a c t o r , I txiinlc, i s the l a c k of confidence between bloc s and 
S t a t e s . Eor t h i s problem there are, I f e a r , only l o n g term remedies. Deepening 
of detente does not f l o w from d e c l a r a t i o n s alone. Confidence comes from c o n s i s t e n t 
conduct by States, e s p e c i a l l y the b i g E l l i t a r y Powers. From respect f o r agreements, 
pledges an.d i n t e r n a t i o n a l norms. Pros r e s p o n s i b l e a.ction i n a l l f i e l d s of 
f r i c t i o n s . From t m i l a t e r a l r e s t r a i n t to ал/oid prompting responses. Prom a 
readiness to t u r n to n e g o t i a t i o n s . In the l o n g run b e t t e r behaviour a l l arotmd 
w i l l produce a climate of confidence. I n such a c l i i i i a t o much can be a t t a i n e d 
t h a t i s impossible i n an atmosphere of d i s t r u s t . 
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¥e cannot, " owever, content o u r s e l v - i w i t h hopes f o r гЧе f u t u r e . ¥с 
¡aust soek disariaajaent ^ven i n -GLO c l L a a t o such as i t i s boday. And -we kncv; 
th a t j u s t as confidence can f a c i l i t a t e disarnaiaent, so can disarmament measures 
promote confidence. 

I t i s n a t u r a l "that we look at the v a r i o u s f o r a i n which disarmament i s 
negotiated. I t i s s t r i k i n g t h a t d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of one and. the same process — 
the disarraament process — are considered i n d.ifforent f o r a Ъу d i f f e r e n t 
methods and according to d i f f e r e n t time schcd-ulcs. A serious consequence - i s 
t h a t the coverage i s incomplete. I t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s erious that the 
q u a l i t a t i v e ams race l a r g e l y escapes the t e n i s of reference of some n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

On t h i s occasion the Swedish Government wishes to express i t s hopes f o r 
a s u c c e s s f u l work i n the Comraittoe. ¥c wolconc the presence of the now members. 
¥ith t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e we must j o i n t l y work to create the c r e d i b i l i t y c f t h i s 
body as our n e g o t i a t i n g instrument. 

Both the s p e c i a l , session of the General Assembly devoted to disariaa;aent 
and the subsequent t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly have requested 
the CD to n e g o t i a t e a nuiaber of s p e c i f i c disarmazaent Pleasures. I should, 
however, u n d e r l i n e t h a t i n a d d i t i o n to these requests the CD jiust i n p r i n c i p l e 
be allowed, even o b l i g e d , to d i s c u s s the d.isarnament problem coicprehensively. 
Indeed, as I r e c a l l e d 3.t the outset, the f i r s t task of n e g o t i a t i o n was general 
and complete disarmament. Thus, i n our view the CD must i n p r i n c i p l e always be 
able to i n i t i a t e or resume n e g o t i a t i o n s i n areas where the CCD was i n v o l v e d or 
i n other areas where i t appears j u s t i f i e d f o r g e n e r a l l y agreed reasons. My 
Government hopes that t h e ' r u l e ef consensus w i l l be a p p l i e d so as to admit such 
a procedure whenever p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s can thereby Ьз hoped f o r . 

I should l i k e to ÍLWOII f o r a iionent on sonc f u r t h e r comments on t h i s new-
body. Last jœar's s p e c i a l session of the General Assemblj'' narked the beginning 
of a new phase of the e f f o r t s of the United Nations i n the f i e l d of disacaament. 
A nuj-.ber of c o u n t r i e s became nore a c t i v e l y involved i n the disarmament e f f o r t s 
and an extensive p l a n of a c t i o n was worked cut i n consensus at the s e s s i o n . 
àn important object of the d e l i b e r a t i o n s whore concrete r e s u l t s were reached -was 
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the new n e g o t i a t i n g body that would be the main instrument to implement the 
plan of a c t i o n . The m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s now make a new s t a r t w i t h an 
enlarged membership and w i t h new r u l e s of procedure which we hope w i l l make 
the body a more e f f i c i e n t t o o l f o r disarmament e f f o r t s . 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l change r e f l e c t s aJso the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y which v e a l l 
have to c o n t r i b u t e to s u b s t a n t i a l r e s u l t s . Indeed, the r i s k s to which the 
arms race exposes so many cou n t r i e s give them a l l a r i g h t and a duty to voice 
t h e i r concern, i r r e s p e c t i v e l y of m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h . The growing interdependence 
between n a t i o n s and regions r e s t r i c t s the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of States to a c t 
without a f f e c t i n g other c o u n t r i e s . This i s dangerously true i n the arms race 
s i t u a t i o n , where any mnscalculated a c t i o n can i g n i t e much worse things than 
powder kegs. 

The g l o b a l interdependence which subjects us to the dangers of sparks 
anywhere and gives us a l l a l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t i n the disarmament t a l k s has 
al s o made the East-West i m p r i n t l e s s dominant. The perspective i s broadened. 
One new dimension i s the r e l a t i o n s h i p between disarmament and development, which 
w i l l be s t u d i e d as decided by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . Indeed, the Group of 
Governmental Experts i s at present working on t h i s matter i n another room of 
t h i s very b u i l d i n g . I t i s the hope of the Swedish Government t h a t the work w i l l 
l e a d to concrete reconmiendations which w i l l b e n e f i t the developing c o u n t r i e s , 
as envisaged i n the Nordic proposal and i n the d.ecision of the General Assembly. 

The l e g i t i m a t e concern that a l l States have i n the disa„rmament process 
does not negate the s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the l e a d i n g m i l i t a r y Powers. The 
General Assembly a t i t s s p e c i a l session on disa,rmament unequivocally placed i t 
upon them. Indeed, they a.re the ones who have the most to disarm. Today the 
outla y s f o r m i l i t a r y purposes of the tvro m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s c o n s t i t u t e 
aroxxnd 7 0 per cent of the world tot?«l annual expenditures f o r such purposes. 
The United States and the Soviet Union alone stand f o r 6 0 per cent. Various 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l estimates i n d i c a t e t h a t , i n the ce„se of the United S t a t e s , 
around б per cent of the gross n a t i o n a l product go to m i l i t a r y purposes and 
0 . 2 2 per cent to f o r e i g n a s s i s t a n c e . In the case of the Soviet Union, 
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1 1 - 1 3 рез: cent of the С-ЖР гг.ге estimated t-^ go to m i l i t a r y purposes, while the 
percentage of GNP devoted to f o r e i g n assista,nce i s estimated to he much lower 
than that of the United States, I t the same tim.e the developing c o u n t r i e s ' 
share of world m i l i t s ^ r y o utlays has increased from 6 to aroimd 1 4 per cent 
i n ten years. 

The CD inaug'arates i t s vrork i n a complex s i t u a t i o n of arm.s huild-up. 
Some of the most víorrisome prohlem.s r e l a t e to the q u a l i t a t i v e m i l i t a . r y 
huild-up-. They are g r a d u a l l y cha,nging the prospects and character of 
disarmament work. Few weapons, víhich are m.ore d i f f i c u l t to detect, chaJlenge 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of v e r i f i c a t i o n and could narrow the margins of confidence 
i n disa.rmament agreements. The development of new models and new types of 
nuclear vraapons and la^unchers, as w e l l as t h e i r deployment i n s e n s i t i v e r e g i o n s , 
i s deeply worrying. Other problems r e l a t e more s p e c i f i c a l l y to the ongoing 
upgrading of the conventional c a . p a b i l i t i e s of both m i l i t a r y b l o c s . Further on, 
the r i s k s of an extension of the arms ra.ce to the outer space seem acute, 
despite the f a c t t h a t the c l e a r l y s t a t e d aim of the Outer Space Treaty of 1 9 6 ? 

i s that outer space remains a domain of peaceful development. And the arms race 
i n the oceans i s t a k i n g new ajnd tension b u i l d i n g dimensions. The problems axe 

thus p i l i n g up, Vftiat i s done? 
For a considerable time the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community hae been f o l l o w i n g the 

attempts by the leading- m i l i t a r y Powers and b l o c s to agree b i l a t e r a l l y and 
r e g i o n a l l y ' on reductions of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e nuclear and conventional 
c a p a b i l i t i e s . SALT, the Vienna, t a l k s and the'Soviet-United States d i s c u s s i o n s 
on the i s s u e of conventionai arms saies are some prominent examples. These 
attemxpts, which ha„ve so f a r l e d to l i t t l e progress, focus to a considerable 
degree on q u a n t i t a t i v e aspects. However, que i i t a . t i v e aspects r e l a t i n g to new 
weapons technology are often d e c i s i v e f o r the f i n a i r e s u l t s . 

Nuclear disarma.ment i s the highest p r i o r i t y on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l agenda. 
The SALT n e g o t i a t i o n s occupy & key r o l e i n the detente e f f o r t s , . Even i f a 
SALT I I t r e a t y V7ill not e n t a i l s u b s t a n t i a l reductions of arsenals and 
q u a l i t a t i v e r e s t r a i n t s , we have no doubt that i t w i l l be of great s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
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I t i s v i t a l that the n e g o t i a t i n g process continues i n respect of the' 
s t r a t e g i c arsenals hoth i n order to crea,te confidence and to reach more 
d e c i s i v e r e s u l t s . That i s why my Government s t r e s s e s that a SALT I I t r e a t y 
must be f o l l o w e d s p e e d i l y by a s u b s t a n t i a l SALT I I I agreement. Progress i n 
t h i s f i e l d i s of undisputed importance i n i t s own r i g h t . I t he.s a l s o a' d i r e c t 
i n f l u e n c e on the attempts to prevent p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons. 

A comprehensive ban on a,ll nuclear-wea.pon t e s t s has been the highest 
p r i o r i t y item on the agenda of the CCD f o r a l o n g time. The Swedish Government 
i s deeply disappointed t h a t i t was not p o s s i b l e f o r the t h r e e n e g o t i a t i n g 
nuclear-weapon Sta.tes to conclude t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s so as to make i t p o s s i b l e 
f o r the CCD even to i n i t i a t e n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y . Only a few weeks ago 
the United Nations General Assembly again made urgent appeals to the three 
States to expedite t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s . In two d i f f e r e n t r e s o l u t i o n s , which 
were both adopted by very l a r g e m a j o r i t i e s , the GenereJ Assembly c a l l e d upon 
the three States to submit the d r a f t of such a t r e a t y to the CD at the 
beginning of t h i s f i r s t s ession. The Swedish Government has over the years 
made frequent appeals i n the same d i r e c t i o n , r e c e n t l y w i t h increased emphasis. 
¥e know that many other States have made s i m i l a r e f f o r t s . I t has many times 
been st r e s s e d from the Swedish side that a СТБТ c o n s t i t u t e s no disarmament 
measure. ~ i t would, however, be h i g h l y i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the e f f o r t s to prevent 
f u r t h e r q u a l i t a t i v e improvement of nuclear weapons. I t would thus c o n t r i b u t e 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y to the curbing of the nuclear arms race, h o p e f u l l y i n i t i a t i n g 
i t s r e v e r s a l . I t vrould create confidence t h a t the present nuclear arms race 
may not be s l i p p i n g completely out of c o n t r o l . A CTBT would a i s o be of a 
great importance f o r the e f f o r t s to prevent n u c l e a r p r o l i f e r a t i o n . I f i t i s 
confirmed that f u r t h e r postponement cannot be avoided i n the t r i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s I suggest that the three Powers give the members of the Committee 
a f u l l account of the remaining d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

In my view i n t e r n a i i o n a l a t t e n t i o n w i l l be i n c r e a s i n g l y focused i n the 
coming years on three d i f f e r e n t aspects of the present arms ra.ce and disarmament 
e f f o r t s . 



C D / P V . 2 
4 4 

(itc. P l i x , Sweden) 

The f i r s t asr':ct i s the p l s n n i n g , t e s t i n g , production and deployment of 
new weapons. 

The second aspect i s the ongoing negotia.tions concerning weapons and weapons 
systems аТгеэЛу deployed or close to deployment. 

The t h i r d aspect regards the p o s s i b l e i n c l u s i o n i n n e g o t i a t i o n s of wea,pons 
and weapons systems which have so^ fa.r not been i n c l u d e d . 

As regards the f i r s t aspect, the grs^vity of the present s i t u a t i o n mPvkes i t 
natioraJ to expect the l e a d i n g m i l i t a r y Powers to ma,ke e f f o r t s to r e o r i e n t t h e i r 
m . i l i t a r y research and development to p r o j e c t s which lend themselves more e a s i l y 
to arms c o n t r o l and disarmament. A n a t u r a l element of such an e f f o r t could be 
to introduce a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r a c t i c e s whereby the p o s s i b l e e f f e c t s on the arms 
race and disarmament e f f o r t s are analysed, whenever important weapon d e c i s i o n s 
are тзЛе — that i s when p r o j e c t s .are defined, resefarchers. e n l i s t e d , production 
d e c i s i o n s are ta.ken and deployment measures. envisaged. 

The CD could be u s e f u l i n the sa.me context by c a t l i n g a t t e n t i o n to the 
dangers of e a r l y m i l i t a r y a p p l i c a t i o n s c f s c i e n t i f i c advances. Iflienever 
s c i e n t i f i c d i s c o v e r i e s of i n d i s p u t a b l e relevance occur and there i s reasonable 
ground f o r f e a r s that they w i l l be used f o r m i l i t a r y purposes, i t seems naturavl 
that t h i s Committee should be able to discuss the i s s u e . 

Let mo then make â  fevr general remarks i n r e l a t i o n to the second aspect, 
the a.,ssessment of .ngoing n e g o t i a t i o n s . Tie CD should, i n m.y view, have an 

overvievi c f . t h e i r progress or l a c k of progress. I t should be e s p e c i a l l y 
a t t e n t i v e to a continued build-up of m i l i t a r y capa,cities. 

The mutual concessions which the l e a d i n g m i l i t a t y Powers must make g l o b a l l y 
or i n s e n s i t i v e r e g i o n s , . i n order t c reach s u b s t a n t i a l negotiated r e s u l t s , . m i g h t 
have to be of d i f f e r e n t types and might have t c be т.эЛе i n d i f f e r e n t f o r a . The 
str-ategic and geographic p o s i t i o n s , p o l i t i c a l systems and a l l i a n c e patterns .of 
the two l e a d i n g Powers and the m i l i t a r y .blocs d i f f er . con3Ídora..bly, So do 
often the s o l u t i o n s they choose to t h e i r s p e c i f i c defence p l a n n i n g problems. 
Although I have been s t r e s s i n g the q u a l i t a t i v e side of armaments, i t i s evident 
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that q u a n t i t a t i v e fa,ctors i n respect of m i l i t a r y f o r c e s n e c e s s a r i l y b u i l d and 
s u s t a i n tension a,s w e l l as qualité.tive f a c t o r s . The o p e r a t i o n a l c a p a c i t y of 
m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i s a combination of both. In t h i s context I wish to s t r e s s 
the importance of making renewed e f f o r t s to reach r e s u l t s i n the Vienna t a l k s 
on f o r c e reductions i n Centre.l Europe. Such r e s u l t s could c o n s i d e r a b l y im.prove 
the s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n i n Europe. We t r u s t that any agreement takes due account 
a l s o of the l e g i t i m a t e s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s of those European c o u n t r i e s , which 
ha^ve not been i n v o l v e d i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

The matter of v e r i f i c a t i o n c f arms c o n t r o l agreements has been a stumbling 
block i n disarme^ment n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r many years. This i s true a l s o of the 
ongoing n e g o t i a t i o n s . I t i s now widely recognized and accepted, however, tha.t 
a 100 per cent assurance against covert v i o l a , t i o n of disa,rmament agreements i s 
n e i t h e r p o s s i b l e nor necessary. V&at i s necessa,ry and p o s s i b l e i s adequate 
v e r i f i c a t i o n — tha,t i s , a c o n t r o l system which makes the r i s k s c f discovery 
h i g h enough to make i t p o l i t i c a l l y too r i s k y to attempt any v i o l a t i o n s . ¥e are 
convinced t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , the seismic v e r i f i c a t i o n of a t e s t ban can be 
made e f f i c i e n t enough to deter from c l a n d e s t i n e v i o l a t i o n s of a CTB agreement. 
The CCD, and from now on the CD, Ad hoc Group of Seismic Experts, has already 
made considerable progress. I t s goal i s the d e s i g n i n g of a s u i t a b l e network 
of seismic m.onitoring s t a t i o n s f o r the surveilla-nce c f a CTBT, A key r o l e 
i n such a network would be played by seismic data centres. I would l i k e to take 
t h i s opportunity to r e i t e r a t e the o f f e r made by the Swedish Government a year 
ago to e s t a b l i s h , finance and operate a seismic data centre i n Sweden. I would 
l i k e to add i n t h i s context t h a t i n the course of t h i s j e a . r Sweden intends to 
demonstrate the main f u n c t i o n s to be performed by such a centre. 

The t h i r d aspect m.entioned e a r l i e r concerns the i n c l u s i o n i n a..ctual 
n e g o t i a t i o n s of weapons which ha,ve so f a r not been d i r e c t l y dea.lt w i t h i n 
b i l a t e r a l or m . u l t i l a t e r a l f o r a . In t h i s context the Swedish Government has 
i n s i s t e n t l y focused a t t e n t i o n on the l a r g e sectors of nuclear weapons which 
f a l l outside SALT. These are weapons which эхе being r a p i d l y modernized w i t h 
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d i f f e r e n t consequences f o r d o c t r i n e s and f o r c e d i s p o s i t i o n s . They c o n s t i t u t e , 
together w i t h s t r a t e g i c weapons, a growing t h r e a t to détente and i n v o l v e r i s k s 
of c o n f l i c t by accident i n s i t u a t i o n s of c r i s i s . 

I t was against t h i s background that l a s t summer the Swedish Government 
formulated some suggestions i n the CCD r e g a r d i n g nuclear weapons intended f o r 
use i n Europe. ¥e r e v e r t e d to the subject at the t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. This i s a l s o why we made our views 
unmistakably c l e a r on the neutron weapon, which apparently could be made 
o p e r a t i o n a l by both super-Powers. One of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the neutron 
weapon, which we s t r o n g l y object t o , i s that i t could lower the n u c l e a r 
t h r e s h o l d . I wish, however, to u n d e r l i n e t h a t i t i s not only disarmament and 
general s e c u r i t y p o l i c y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which have l e d my Government to formulate 
i t s r e a c t i o n to the neutron weapon so e x p l i c i t l y and emphatically. Our r e a c t i o n 
i s a l s o based on the humanitarian p r i n c i p l e s which p r o t e c t l i f e above o b j e c t s . 

The debate and the r e a c t i o n s provoked by the neutron woa^pon m.ust not 
obscure the shockingly inhumane character of a l l n u c l e a r weapons and t h e i r 
i n h erent purpose of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , as w e l l as the accrued r i s k s which the 
continued feuild-up of these weapons imply. The Swedish Government has f o r m a l l y 
put questions to the nuclear Powers of the CCD as to t h e i r f u t u r e plans 
r e g a r d i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y those nuclear weapons which f a - l l outside SALT, The 
wea.pons concerned are medium and intermediate ra,nge nu c l e a r b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e s , 
i n c l u d i n g e.g. the 53-20, as w e l l as t a c t i c a l n u c l e a r wea,pons, i n c l u d i n g the 
s o - c a l l e d mini-nukes and. the neutron weapon. ¥e welcome the fa,ct that the 
United Kingdom, has а1гегЛу presented i t s r e p l i e s to the questions. We i n s i s t 
on the i s s u e because of the pa.rticula.r r i s k s which these weapons would present 
i n a m i l i t e . r y c o n f l i c t and because of the obstaxles they present to' detente i n 
Europe. I express my hope th a t the United States and the Soviet Union w i l l 
i n d i c a t e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s i n respect to the same questions, 

iimong i s s u e s which m e r i t increased a t t e n t i o n i s the continued arms race 
i n the oceans and i t s consequences as regards the sea. bed. The f i r s t 
Review Conference of the Sea-Bed Treaty l e f t a legacy to the CCD to look c l o s e r 
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at r e l e v a n t t e c h n o l o g i c a l developments which have ta,ken р1э,со a f t e r the 
conclusion of the t r e a t y . The CD has i n h e r i t e d the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to f u l f i l 
t h i s task. We the r e f o r e foresee i t s i n c l u s i o n on the agenda of CD's f u t u r e 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

The e n t i r e i s s u e of naveJ cape„cities and operations and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
of r e s t r i c t i o n s i n t h i s domain have so fasr drawn very l i t t l e a c t i v e a t t e n t i o n . 
Up to now only some sect o r s and aspects have been discussed and l e d to 
p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n . For i n s t a n c e , the number of submarine-based b a l l i s t i c 
m i s s i l e s have been r e s t r i c t e d i n SALT I . Further on the two l e a d i n g m i l i t a r y 
Powers made an agreement i n 1 9 7 2 on the prevention of i n c i d e n t s on and over 
the h i g h seas. C o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures r e l a t e d to na.va,l manoeuvres were 
discussed at the CSCE, but d i d not l e a d to any agreement. 

As an i n t e g r a l part o f the massive m i l i t a r y resources of the l e a d i n g 
Powers, naval f o r c e s must, of ccTirse, be i n c l u d e d i n any o v e r - a l l assessment 
of the arms race s i t u a t i o n and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r v a r i o u s n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Another important weapons sector which should be taken note of i n the 
n e g o t i a t i n g process comprises c e r t a i n conventional weapons which may be deemed 
to be e x c e s s i v e l y i n j u r i o u s or to have i n d i s c r i m i n a t e e f f e c t s . 1 should l i k e 
to c a l l your a t t e n t i o n to the United Nations conference which w i l l tsike place 
here i n Geneva^ on t h i s subject i n September and which w i l l be preceded by a 
Preparatory Conference i n №rch-April. This conference w i l l present a unique 
opportunity to come to g r i p s , f o r humanitarian rea„sons, w i t h c e r t a i n excessive 
and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e side e f f e c t s of modern technology i n the conventional 
wea,pons f i e l d . The main i s s u e s are q u i t e c l e a r . F i r s t , the conference must, 
i n our view, agree on a ban or f a r - r e a c h i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s on the use of 
i n c e n d i a r y weapons. No conventional weapons have been so wi d e l y condemned f o r 
t h e i r c r u e l e f f e c t s and p o t e n t i a l i n d i s c r i m i n a t e n e s s as the i n c e n d i a r i e s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y napalm and other flame wea^pons. The c a l l which has gone out 
i n t e r a l i a from the Heads of State of Non-aligned Countries should be heeded. 
V/e urge a l l S t a t e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the great Powers, to make a maximum 
e f f o r t to reach a f a r - r e a c h i n g ban on the use of i n c e n d i a r i e s . 
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Secondly, we must ta^ke a c t i o n to ensure that the new generation of 
the world's proho,bly most common weapon — the automatic r i f l e — w i l l not be 
so designed — weapon and p r o j e c t i l e — t h a t there i s an escala,tion of i n j u r y 
as compared w i t h the t r a d i t i o n a l 7 , 6 2 imn r i f l e . There i s no doubt any longer 
t h a t i t i s p e r f e c t l y p o s s i b l e to design a h i g h - v e l o c i t y , s m a l l - c a l i b r e weapon 
which does not i n c r e a s e the wounding e f f e c t s beyond p r e s e n t l y used c a l i b r e s . 
Manufacturers and Governments bear a heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to see to i t t h a t 
present developments and designs, as w e l l as pending procurements, w i l l not 
run counter to the l e g i t i m a t e humanitarian concern t h a t there be no e x c e s s i v e l y 
i n j u r i o u s r i f l e s commissioned f o r n a t i o n a l armies and defence a i l i a n c e s . 

In other conventional weapons а,геа,8, such as those of mines arid booby-traps, 
there seem to be good prospects f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreement i n 1 9 7 9 * I * w i l l 
be i m p o s s i b l e , however, to q u a l i f y the p r o j e c t e d conference as s u c c e s s f u l , 
unless there are t a n g i b l e and workable r e s u l t s a l s o i n the i n c e n d i a r i e s and 
small c a l i b r e weapons f i e l d . 

I urge a l l Governments, p a r t i c u l a r l y those c f the great Powers and 
t h e i r a l l i e s , to undertake to n e g o t i a t e i n good f a i t h agreements i n the areas 
I have mentioned. The disarmament gains, p r o p e r l y speaking, w i l l be l i m i t e d . 
But the humanitarian gains would be great, indeed. 

D i f f e r e n t aspects o f the arms race which I Ьал̂ е touched upon i n v i t e a 
more systematic c o n s i d e r a i i o n of the i s s u e of c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures. 
In a s i t u a t i o n where a genuine process of disarmament i s s t i l l to be embarked 
upon, the concept of c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures c o n s t i t u t e s an indispensable 
approach i n e f f o r t s to s u s t a i n and deepen détente, while i n no way working as 
a s u b s t i t u t e f o r r e a l disarmament. ¥e g e n e r a l l y t a l k a„bout confidence-building' 
measures i n the CSGE context. The next follow-up of the CSCE i n Madrid 1980 
i s an important occasion to pursue f u r t h e r r e s u l t s i n the c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 
measures i s s u e . At the same time i t i s c l e a r t h a i such measures may be very 
general or very s p e c i f i c i n t h e i r character and f u n c t i o n s . They can precede 
disarmament agreements and pave the way f o r - i l i e m by "gshaajcingi-d^tente.----They^ can 
form p a r t of them and make them more complete. They may even become the main 
substance of an agreement, i f the i n i t i a l disarmament purpose cannot be 
immediately achieved. 



CP/PY.2 
4 9 

(№. B l i x , Sweden) 

The United Nations s p e c i a l session on disarmament and the -, 
t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General Assembly have seen the p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
s e v e r a l i n i t i a t i v e s which focus a t t e n t i o n on t h i s i s s u e . At the same time they 
u n d e r l i n e the importance of e x p l o r i n g r e g i o n a l s o l u t i o n s to arms race problems. 
Such r e g i o n a l approaches, which can take the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of each s i t u a t i o n 
i n t o account h8.s the f u l l support of my Government. L a t i n ilmerican experiences 
and i n i t i a t i v e s are w i d e l y knoxm and of great- i n t e r e s t i n t h i s rega^rd. The 
B e l g i a n proposal f o r a comprehensive study of - a l l the aspects o f r e g i o n a l 
disarmament has also r i g h t l y a t t r a c t e d s u b s t a n t i a l support i n the 
General Assembly. I would a l s o l i k e to note that one of the French proposals 
at the s p e c i a l session focuses on r e g i o n a l c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g mea.sures. 

The CSCE l e d to some s p e c i f i c agreements on c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures 
reg a r d i n g p r i o r n o t i f i c a t i o n of m i l i t a r y manoeuvres and exchange of observers. 
The Swedish Government has already i n d i c a t e d i t s view that f u r t h e r progress on 
t h i s road i s both needed and p o s s i b l e . One of s e v e r a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s could be 
r e s t r i c t i o n s r e g a r d i n g such m i l i t a r y manoeuvres and movements which could e a s i l y 
create concern or give r i s e to s p e c u l a t i o n s . 

I would argue that a broad outlook should i n s p i r e c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 
e f f o r t s i n the v a r i o u s f o r a , i n c l u d i n g the CD. R e s t r i c t i o n s on movements of 
the most t h r e a t e n i n g concentrations of m i l i t a r y f o r c e s appear i n c r e a s i n g l y 
l o g i c a l , I am now t h i n k i n g of the European scene. Such r e s t r i c t i o n s could 
counterbalance the g r a d u a l l y increased c a p a c i t y of m i l i t a r y f o r c e s i n t h i s 
r e g ion of the world. In p r i n c i p l e such r e s t r i c t i o n s may concern troops or 
armaments or both. Conventional, chemical, nuclea^r or others. I t has to be 
kept i n mind, however, t h a t the t e n s i o n - b u i l d i n g e f f e c t s of weapons do not 
depend e x c l u s i v e l y on the a c t u a l deployment of troops or t h e i r movements. Again 
a European i l l u s t r a t i o n i s the presence, q u a n t i t y , and continuous upgrading and 
deployment i n s e n s i t i v e regions of short-range and medium-range nuc l e a r weapons. 
Confidence can only be b u i l t by clea,r evidence of r e s t r a i n t s i n deployment of 
these weapons and by s u c c e s s f u l e f f o r t s to i n t e g r a t e them i n a concrete 
n e g o t i a t i n g process l e a d i n g to comprehensive disarmaraent measures. 
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Another example of the importance o f r e s t r a i n t has regard to chemical 
weapons. These wea,pons represent a p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t . Their t e n s i o n - b t i i l d i n g 
e f f e c t i s accentuated by the f a c t that they can be r a n i d l y assembled. Here we 
are faced w i t h a m i l i t a r y c a p a c i t y vihich can be prepared i n advance and made 
ope r a t i v e at r e l a t i v e l y short n o t i c e . 

Worried voices can be heard i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l debate. They make ггв 
aware of the p o s s i b i l i t y that chemical weapons have already been deployed. The 
l e g a l threshold against the use of chemical vreapons, represented by the ban 
contained i n the Geneva P r o t o c o l of 1 9 2 5 ? must not be undermined. The temptation 
to use these t e r r i b l e weapons would be much l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t i f d i f f e r e n t steps 
of p r a c t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e i r p o s s i b l e use are not taken.' I n h i b i t i o n s 
should be strengthened and not undermined. I t i s imperative to heed the annual 
r e s o l u t i o n s by the United Nations General Assembly u r g i n g the- CD to give the 
question of chemical weapons high p r i o r i t y . The CD, t h e r e f o r e , i n h e r i t s a heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to complete at l a s t the work oh a CW convention. Even i n the 
absence of such a convention' there should be r e s t r a i n t s i n the planning, 
o r g a n i z i n g and t r a i n i n g f o r a chemical warfare capa^bility. R e s t r i c t i o n s on 
t r a i n i n g should i n our view also be i n c l u d e d i n a convention. Such r e s t r i c t i o n s 
would have to take account, of course, of the n e c e s s i t y that preparations f o r ' 
p r o t e c t i v e purposes be allowed under a CW convention. 

Let me conclude where I s t a r t e d and underline the r o l e of c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 
measures as an i n t e g r a l part of the disarmament work. They are e q u a l l y v i t a l 
i n the short-term and i n the long-term p e r s p e c t i v e . Concrete disarmament 
measures must be pursued- — and. may be achieved — even i n a climate of 
considerable d i s t r u s t . But r e s u l t s are more l i k e l y to emerge — and to endure 
i n a c l i m a t e of confidence. Our task i n t h i s Committee i s to spare no e f f o r t s 
i n c a r r y i n g on the work performed by the CCD. Tliis should be done both by 
measures which b u i l d confidence and by f i n a l l y concluding t a n g i b l e disarmament 
agreements. The important l e g a c y l e f t to tis by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n i n i t s 
programme of a c t i o n should i n s p i r e and d i r e c t these e f f o r t s . 
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№ . ISSRAELYM (union .of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) ( t r a n s l a t e d from 
Russian)s Mr. Chairman, the S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n a s s o c i a t e s i t s e l f w i t h the 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and good wishes which have already been extended tc you. 
An honourable and r e s p o n s i b l e task has f a l l e n to you, Mr. Chairman, the task of 
s t a r t i n g the work of the enlarged Committee on Disarmament. ¥e extend our 
greetings to the Foreign M i n i s t e r s who have come f o r the opening of the s e s s i o n , 
as w e l l as to a l l other d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . We wish a l l of them, 
success i n s o l v i n g the complicated problems f a c i n g the Committee on Disarmament. 

We a t t a c h great importance to the f a c t that f o r the f i r s t time France i s 
t a k i n g p a r t i n the work o f the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body on disarmament. We 
are g r a t i f i e d t h a t Cuba, A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanka 
and Venezuela have become mem.bers of the Comiiñttee. 

A message of greetings t c the Committee on Disarmam.ent has been sent by 
L . I . Brezhnev, General Secretarjr of the C e n t r a l Committee of the Communist P a r t y 
of the Soviet Union, P r e s i d e n t of the Presidium o f the Supreme So v i e t of the USSR. 
May I read out the t e x t of t h i s message. 

"To the Committee on Disarmament, Geneva 
"As the enlarged ComBiittee on Disa„rmament begins i t s work I extend 

greetings to a l l of i t s p a r t i c i p a n t s and v/ish them success i n s o l v i n g the 
complex problems before t h i s , the m.ain forum f o r m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on ending the arms race and a c h i e v i n g disarmament. 

"The time has come f o r States and peoples, and f o r statesmen, who bear 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the l i v e s and w e l l - b e i n g of t h e i r c o u n t r i e s , to r e a l i z e 
f u l l y the r e a l meaning of the a l t e r n a t i v e w i t h which mankind i s now confronted; 
e i t h e r the ar.ms race w i l l be stopped and reversed — and then peacefxil 
p r i n c i p l e s w i l l , at la,st a s s e r t them.selves i r r e v o c a b l y i n i n t e r - S t a t e 
r e l a t i o n s — or the course of events v r i l l again l e a d to dangerous b a l a n c i n g 
on the b r i n k of war, w i t h a l l the attendant adverse consequences f o r the 
r e l a x a t i o n of t e n s i o n , f o r n o r m a l i z a t i o n of i n t e r - S t a t e r e l a t i o n s and f o r the 
s o l u t i o n of world economic problems. There can be only one choice here: 
the e f f o r t s to b r i n g about a d e c i s i v e t u r n i n the s t r u g g l e to stop the 
arms race must be doubled, t r e b l e d , i n c r e a s e d t e n - f o l d . 
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"Л 1пазох_хо1е i n t l i i s great undertaking belongs to-the Committee on 
Disarmament. I t s agenda i n c l u d e s such fundamental questions as nuclear 
disarraament measures; complete and general c e s s a t i o n of nuclear weapon t e s t s ; 
p r o h i b i t i o n and e l i m i n a t i o n of chemical weapons; p r o h i b i t i o n of the 
developm.ent of new types of weapons of mass d e s t r a c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g neutron 
weapons; r e d u c t i o n of armed f o r c e s and conventional armaiiients; r e d u c t i o n of 
i r a l i t a i y budgets. I t would be no exaggeration to say that the f u t u r e of 
a l l peoples and the f u t u r e course of world hJ.story l a r g e l y depend on the 
s o l u t i o n of these questions. 

"Over the years of i t s a c t i v i t i e s the Committee on Disarmament has had 
much experience of thorough and comprehensive c o n s i d e r a t i o n of extremely 
complex problems, as w e l l as .of the p r e p a r a t i o n and n e g o t i a t i o n of m u l t i l a t e r a l 
agreements, which have lim.ited the arm.s race i n c e r t a i n areas. T l i i s 
experience must be put to good use. 

"This year the Committee on Disarmament i s begiiming i t s vrork on a more 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b a s i s : i t i n c l u d e s S t a t e s , nuclear and non-nuclear, i n d i f f e r e n t 
c o n t i n e n t s , i n d i f f e r e n t regions of the world, members of m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s 
and non-aligned c o u n t r i e s . T h i s broadens o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a comparison of 
viev;s on concrete questions to be considered by the Committee, f o r b r i n g i n g 
out c o n s t r u c t i v e i d e a s , f o r s e l e c t i n g proposals conducive to progress i n the 
matter of stopping the arms r a c e . These o p p o r t u n i t i e s must a l s o be used f u l l y . 

"The S o v i e t Union intends t c d-- e v e r y t l i i n g i t can to make the vrork of the 
Committee on Disai-mament a success. The s e r i e s of proposals f o r stopping the 
arms race, vrhich we submitted at l a s t year's United Nation& General Assem.bly 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmajnent, and then at the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r 
s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, i s known to a l l . I n the Moscov/ D e c l a r a t i o n 
of 2 5 November 1 9 7 S , the S o v i e t Union, together vdth other s o c i a l i s t member 
co u n t r i e s of the V/arsav; Treaty, once more appealed f o r quicker progress i n 
s o l v i n g the p r i n c i p a l problems of disarmament, e s p e c i a l l y nuclear disarmament. 
¥e have worked and v r i l l continue to work most a c t i v e l y and v/ith a sense of 
purpose i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . 

"In conveying to the Committee on Disarmament iny good wishes f o r success, 
I express the hope that 1 9 7 9 w i l l see i t s a c t i v i t i e s produce the p r a c t i c a l 
r e s u l t s which are av/aited by a l l nations of the v/orld and on v/hlch people i n 
a l l p a r t s of the globe are p i n n i n g t h e i r hopes f o r a more durable and 
l a s t i n g peace. 

L . B R E Z H N E V . " 
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Кг. Chairman, what i s needed now as never before i s d e c i s i v e progress i n the 
d i r e c t i o n o f c u r t a i l i n g the arms race, r e l e a s i n g the va s t m a t e r i a l resources which 
are spent on i t and co n v e r t i n g them to peaceful c r e a t i v e purposes. For a c h i e v i n g 
t h i s , there are favourable p r e r e q u i s i t e s . VJe see them above a l l i n the f a c t t h a t , 
as was manifested a t the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament and at the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r session of the United Nations General Assembly, the overwhelming 
m a j o r i t y of States a t t a c h primary importance to the s o l u t i o n of the problem of 
d i sarmament. 

Unfor t u n a t e l y , however, one has to take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the f a c t that there 
i s a l s o another tendency — a tendency to continue b u i l d i n g up armaments on 
f a r - f e t c h e d and a r t i f i c i a l p r e t e x t s . 

I n c o n d i t i o n s i n which these opposing tendencies are c o n f r o n t i n g one another, 
purp o s e f u l e f f o r t s by a l l S t a t e s , l a r g e and s m a l l , and t h e i r c r e a t i v e and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e co-operation i n the f i e l d .of disarmament acquire s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
The Committee on Disarmament i s c a l l e d upon to p l a y an important r o l e i n t h i s 
matter. Whether the world w i l l be able to break loose from the arms race which has 
engulfed i t , or w i l l s l i d e f u r t h e r down the armaments accumulation slope, w i l l 
depend l a r g e l y on t h i s . 

¥e would l i k e to remind you that the Soviet Union, unswervingly f o l l o v r i n g the 
course of peace and p u t t i n g i n t o p r a c t i c e the programme f o r the str u g g l e f o r peace 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation, and f o r the freedom and independence of peoples 
put forv/ard by the Twenty-fourth and TTr-renty-fifth Congresses of the Comiunist Part y 
of the So v i e t Union, has made an extensive s e r i e s of proposals i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament. They were formulated and s u b s t a n t i a t e d i n the document e n t i t l e d 
" P r a c t i c a l measures f o r ending the arms race; proposals of the Soviet Union", 
submitted by the USSR to the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Some of these proposals were developed at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the Assembly. 

¥e are g r a t i f i e d t h a t these proposals and i n i t i a t i v e s , which cover p r a c t i c a l l y 
a l l the main aspects of the problem of disarmament, have met w i t h extensive 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l support and have been r e f l e c t e d i n u n i t e d Nations d e c i s i o n s . 
Together w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i v e ideas and proposals of other States aimed a t the 
adoption of e f f e c t i v e meas-ures i n the f i e l d of m i l i t a r y détente, they form the 
necessary b a s i s f o r s o l v i n g an extremely important task of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s 
i n the present-day c o n d i t i o n s — the task of b r i n g i n g about a speedy and d e c i s i v e 
breakthrough i n s o l v i n g disarmament questions. 
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The S o v i e t Union a-nd other s o c i a l i p t c o u n t r i e s have a l s o made important 
proposals on disarmaaent questions at the Vienna t a l k s on the mutual r e d u c t i o n of 
armed f o r c e s and armaments i n C e n t r a l Europe, and at the Belgrade Conference on 
Co-operation and S e c u r i t y i n Europe. A meeting of the P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Committee of States P a r t i e s to the Warsaxi Treaty has r e c e n t l y been h e l d i n Moscow. 
I n the D e c l a r a t i o n adopted a,t t h i s meeting, the p a r t i c i p a n t s confirmed that there 
i s no type of weapon which they would not be ready to l i m i t or reduce on the b a s i s 
of s t r i c t observance of the p r i n c i p l e of not i m p a i r i n g the s e c u r i t y of any country. 

V/hat, i n our view, i s the content of the forthcoming work of the 
ComDiittee on Disarmament? 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y recognized that task number one i n the f i e l d of disarmament 
i s the task of t a k i n g a l l necessary measures to l i m i t the nuclear arms race and 
achieve n u c l e a r disarmament. I t i s p r e c i s e l y f o r t h i s reason that p r i o r i t y 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of nuclear disarmament measures has been and s t i l l i s the g u i d i n g 
p r i n c i p l e i n the work of the Committee on Disarnanent. Now, when already four out 
of the f i v e nuclear Powers are d i r e c t l y t a k i n g p a r t i n the vrork of the 
Committee on Disarmament, t h i s area of i t s a c t i v i t i e s acquires even gre a t e r ' 
p r a c t i c a l importance. 

Given the readiness of a l l nuclear Povrers members of the Committee to solve 
questions of nuclear disarmament, the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of these questions i n the 
Committee can henceforth be more comprehensive and s u b s t a n t i a l — though i t should 
not, of course, be f o r g o t t e n that d e c i s i o n s taken i n t h i s area, be i t i n the 
Comraittee on Disarmament or i n another forum, can be of r e a l value only when a l l 
nuclear Powers xrithout exception p a r t i c i p a t e i n the d e c i s i o n making. Vie would 
l i k e to hope th a t the time v r i l l come vrhen the leaders of the People's Republic 
of China v r i l l abandon t h e i r n e g a t i v i s t p o s i t i o n on questions of disarmament and, 
i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e s p i r i t , x v i l l taiie p a r t i n b u s i n e s s - l i k e n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

The s o l u t i o n of the c a r d i n a l problem of nuclear disarmament i s f a r from 
being easy, i t r e q u i r e s e s p e c i a l l y great e f f o r t s and p e r s i s t e n c e . However, t h i s 
problem can be solved, and vre cannot evade i t . There i s no other reasonable 
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a l t e r n a t i v e . Guided Ъу these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , the Soviet Union has r e c e n t l y made 
a proposal f o r the p r a c t i c a l p r e p a r a t i o n of n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the production 
of a l l types of nuclear weapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing s t o c k p i l e s o f such weapons 
u n t i l they have been completely destroyed. 

The s p e c i a l session of the Un i t e d Nations observed that "the achievement of 
nucl e a r disarmament w i l l r e q u i r e urgent n e g o t i a t i o n " (paragraph 5 0 of the 
P i n a l Document). I n one of i t s r e s o l u t i o n s , the t i i i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the 
General Assembly a l s o p o i n t e d to the need f o r "an e a r l y i n i t i a t i o n of urgent 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on the h a l t i n g of the nuclear arms race". V/e b e l i e v e that the time 
has come to get down to business. 

At present i t i s necessary, f i r s t o f a l l , to h o l d c o n s u l t a t i o n s concerning the 
p r a c t i c a l i n i t i a t i o n of n e g o t i a t i o n s of t h i s k i n d , f o r which purpose the 
Committee on Disarmament, as we see i t , i s an appropriate body. I n the course of 
such preparatory c o n s u l t a t i o n s , i t viould be necessary to solve questions connected 
w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l aspect o f the neg-otiations, and to consider a l t e r n a t i v e 
methods of p r e p a r i n g f o r them and conducting them. ¥e b e l i e v e that c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
of t h i s k i n d should be h e l d already during the current s e s s i o n of the 
Committee on Disarmament, w i t h a view to s t a r t i n g substantive n e g o t i a t i o n s 
a l r e a d y i n 1 9 7 9 . 

C l e a r l y , the subject of the n e g o t i a t i o n s should be s p e c i f i c a l l y o u t l i n e d . 
The subject of n e g o t i a t i o n s , we b e l i e v e , should be the c e s s a t i o n of the production 
of a l l types of l u c l e a r weapons, covering the c e s s a t i o n of the q u a l i t a t i v e 
improvement of nuclear weapons; the c e s s a t i o n of the production of t h e i r 
components, i n c l u d i n g f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r m i l i t a r y purposes and means of 
d e l i v e r y ; the gradual r e d u c t i o n of s t o c k p i l e s of nuclear weapons and t h e i r 
e l i m i n a t i o n . 

N a t u r a l l y , the implementation of measures i n the f i e l d of nuclear disarmament 
should go hand i n hand w i t h the adoption of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l 
measures f o r strengthening the s e c u r i t y of a l l S t a t e s . 

The Soviet d e l e g a t i o n has some other considerations on t h i s question which i t 
intends to submit to the Committee on Disarmament i n the form of a s p e c i a l 
document at a l a t e r stage. V/e b e l i e v e t h a t , i n the agenda which we are to 
el a b o r a t e , nuclear disarmament should occupy the main pl a c e . 
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OVvio-usly, c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the question of the strengthening c f guarantees 
of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear States should he a,n important item i n the work 
of the Committee on Disarmament. As i s knox-m, the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the 
General Assembly recommended the Coirmittee on Disarmament to consider s . l l 

proposals and suggestions concerning e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l m.easures at 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l loA^el to give the non-nuclear-weapon States gniarantees against 
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. The work of the. Committee on 
Disarmament i n t h i s area cculd, from the very beginning, be of a. concrete nature. 
Vhen making i t s proposal at the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly, the Soviet Union 
simultaneously subi'iitted a d r a f t i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the subject. The 
Soviet d e l e g a t i o n suggests that p r o v i s i o n should be made i n the time-table of the 
current s e s s i o n of the CoLimittee on Disarmament f o r the d l e c u s s i o n of t h i s question. 

One of the important tasks of the Committee on Disarnanent, i s s t i l l the 
e l a b o r a t i o n of measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n ..̂ f nev/ types and systems of weapons 
of m.ass d e s t r u c t i o n . On one p a r t i c u l a r aspect of t h i s question — the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons — b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s w i l l be resumed i n 
the near f u t u r e . Hcwever, we would l i k e to emphasize once m.ore that the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of one or another new v a r i e t y of weapon of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , as each 
v a r i e t y i s i d e n t i f i e d , i s not i n i t s e l f enough. I t does not provide any 
guarantees against the c o n t i n u a t i o n of the never-ending chase a f t e r super-weapons, 
against the spending of an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n of i n t e l l e c t u a l and 
f i n a n c i a l resources f o r these unproducti^^e and dangerous purposes, ox' against the 
maintenance of d i s t r u s t between States which i s engendered by t h i s k i n d of 
competition. Tho o b j e c t i v e should be to put an end a l t o g e t h e r to any p r o j e c t s 
i n t h i s area; and, to acbneve t h i s , i t i b necessary to conclude a comprehensive 
agreement on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufa,cture of new types 
and systems of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . I n t h i s comexion, the 
S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n vrould l i k e to drav/ the a t t e n t i o n of the Cormaittee on Disarmament 
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to the request nade Ъу the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e ssion of the United Nations 
General Assemhly that-the Committee should a c t i v e l y continue n e g o t i a t i o n s , w i t h the 
ass i s t a n c e of q u a l i f i e d experts, w i t h a view to agreeing on the t e x t of such an 
agreement. 

I n blarch 1978, the s o c i a l i s t States suhmitted f o r the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
Committee on Disarmament a d r a f t convention on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the production, 
s t o c k p i l i n g , deployment and use of nuclear neutron weapons. ¥e b e l i e v e that 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h i s d r a f t should be continued. 

Other questions of great importance are s t i l l the problem of a general and 
complete c e s s a t i o n of nuclear-weapon t e s t s , and the problem of the p r o h i b i t i o n and 
e l i m i n a t i o n of chemical weapons. They r e q u i r e a s o l u t i o n without delay, and the 
e f f o r t s of the So v i e t Union i n the r e l e v a n t n e g o t i a t i o n s are d i r e c t e d preci'^ely 
towards t h i s g o a l . 

The S o v i e t d e l e g a t i o n has dwelt only on the questions which i t considers to be 
most important, and f o r the s o l u t i o n of which the Committee on Disarmament w i l l 
have to work i n the i m e d i a t e f u t u r e . The scope of the work to be accomplished 
i n the Committee i s very broad. I n these c o n d i t i o n s i t i s important to ensure 
that the procedure of the Committee, which i t i s to adopt, w i l l help to increase i t s 
c a p a c i t y f o r work and i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s . The ba s i s f o r these r u l e s was agreed 
upon at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament. We ЬеИел^е that questions of 
procedure should not be overestimated and should not take too much of the 
Committee's time; they should be solved as soon as p o s s i b l . so that the 
Committee can s u c c e s s f u l l y s t a r t the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of questions of substance. 

The S o v i e t Union i s read^^ to do eve r y t h i n g i n i t s power to ensure t h a t the 
Comrûittee on Disarmament f u l f i l s i t s purpose, j u s t i f i e s the hopes which the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community places on i t and a c t i v e l y c o n t r i b u t e s — by e l a b o r a t i n g 
appropriate measures — to the l i m i t a t i o n and e l i m i n a t i o n of the m a t e r i a l b a s i s 
of war. I may assure you that any c o n s t r u c t i v e proposals i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n w i l l 
meet w i t h the most p o s i t i v e response from the Soviet d e l e g a t i o n . ' Other 
delegations may count on a c t i v e co-operation from our s i d e . 
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Lord GOfíOm-r:í-ROBERTS (United Kingdom); I am p a r t i c u l a r l y glad to be 
present a t the f i r s t meeting of the Committee on Disarmament. 

I salute my colleagues from the o l d Committee whose fa ees I recognize around 
t h i s t a b l e . I o f f e r warm greetings to the new p a r t i c i p a n t s who are appearing here 
f o r the f i r s . t time 5 i n c l u d i n g the di s t i n g i a i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Б'гапсе, whose 
countr;^^ made such a constructiv/e c o n t r i b u t i o n to d i s c u s s i o n of disarmament i n 1978 • 
I hope i t w i l l not be lon g before the People's Republic of China takes i t s seat i n 
t h i s Committee. 

For ЩГ Go\rornniento the opening of the Committee on Disarmament i s an 
important occasion. I t i s appropriate that the Committee i s s t a r t i n g i t s work at 
the beginning of a, year i n which we a,ll hope to see major successes i n arms 
c o n t r o l . ¥e hope th a t t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l n e g o t i a t i n g body w i l l be i n v i g o r a t e d 
by the reforms which were agreed a t the time of the s p e c i a l session and endorsed 
by almost every Government i n the world. B r i t a i n was g l a d to pla y a c e n t r a l r o l e 
i n the n e g o t i a t i o n of those reforms. \Ie should now concentrate on substance and 
not seek prematurely to change our cha r t e r y e t .a^gain. I t i s v i t a l t h a t t h i s 
Committee should gra.sp the o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and c a p i t a l i z e on the s p i r i t of consensus 
which emerged from the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . Above a l l , we must show the p o l i t i c a l w i l l 
to r e c o n c i l e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s w i t h the cause of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y 
on which the future of the world depends. 

N a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y i s a complex matter. Those wdio seek to preserve i t only 
by means of armed defence are naiv-'e and -unambitious. My Government talœs the view 
that a .fundamental o b j e c t i v e of f o r e i g n p o l i c y i s to b u i l d greater s e c u r i t y by 
developing co-operation and understanding betv/een St a t e s . Our aim i s to lower 
mutual s u s p i c i o n and remove or a,t l e a s t reduce p o t e n t i a l causes of c o n f l i c t . 
CarefifLly prepared and balanced agreements to co.ntrol and reduce arms and forc e s 
can co n t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n t l y t c the strengthening of n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y , and al s o o f f e r the p o s s i b i l i t y of d i r e c t i n g resources to s o c i a l a.nd 
economic purposes. But arms c o n t r o l enhances s e c u r i t y only i f i t i s credrble — 
i f the States concerned are ccnfic^ent that the t r e a t i e s are being observed. Hence 
the o v e r r i d i n g importance of v e r i f i c a t i o n . The B r i t i s h Prime M n i s t e r a t the 
s p e c i a l s e s sion pledged my country to accept the necessary measures to v e r i f y our 
compliance w i t h arms c o n t r o l agreements. 
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The d i s t i n c t i v e feature of t h i s Committeo i s that i t i s a place intended f o r 
n e g o t i a t i o n of agreements. I t i s not a fomm f o r statem-ents of general a s p i r a t i o n 
or a place f o r G::vernments to launch e.ppr.als f o r others to abandon arms which they 
themselves do not possess or need. I t should be a body v h e r e Goverrjnents work out 
l e g a l l y - b i n d i n g coimaitments on s p e c i f i c measures of arms c o n t r o l and disarmajnent. 
The Committee should consciously b u i l d up the e x p e r t i s e r e q u i r e d f o r d e t a i l e d 
n e g o t i a t i o n on t e c h n i c a l matters. My Government v ; i l l spare no e f f o r t to contribute 
to the process of informed n e g o t i a t i o n . 

One task of t h i s Cciainittee w i l l be to work ou a comprehensive n e g o t i a t i n g 
progr-amme f o r disamament, b u i l d i n g on the pro¿7raí:ame c f a c t i o n agreed a t the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . Me noed to agxee on the dis3,rmament subjects to be considered 
here and the order i n which they should be t a c k l e d . I am aware t h a t the 
United Nations Disarcmament Commission w i l l be c o n s i d e r i n g elements i n a 
comprehensive programm.e when i t meets i n May. But I see no c o n f l i c t between 
d i s c u s s i o n s i n the d e l i b e r a t i v e body of the whole United Nations membership, 
where the vievrs of a l l can be d i r e c t l y expressed, and work by experts i n t h i s 
sm.aller- committee where the a c t u a l n e g o t i a t i o n s take p l a c e . I see t h i s as a 
u s e f u l task i n p r e p a r i n g the path towards general a-nd complete disarmament, which 
remains our u l t i m a t e g o a l . 

There may be some who c a l l f o r i n s t a n t genera.1 and complete disarmament. 
But the f i n a l document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n recognizes t h a t progress towards t h i s 
o b j e c t i v e must tal-ce place i n the context of undiminished s e c u r i t y f o r a l l the 
nations concerned. I know how f r u s t r a t i o n and impa-tience can b u i l d up at the 
apparently slow pace of disarmam.ent; but h a s t i l y and poor l y conceived measures 
would be d e s t a ^ b i l i z i n g and i t must be recognized, that formidable problems e x i s t 
i n many areas. The r i g h t answer i s to press a.hea„d as f a s t as we can without 
dangerous s i d e - e f f e c t s . ¥e must reach agreement on important matters and move on 
to more importaiit ones, p l a c i n g the b r i c k s one by one i n the e d i f i c e of peace. 

I w i l l d i s c u s s nov; some of the measures on the way to general and complete 
disarmament on wMch t h i s Committee w i l l have a r o l e to p l a y . 
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A comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y i s one of the most important items on the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l agenda. This Committee has i n h e r i t e d notable expertises the Ad Hoc 
Committee of S c i c n t i f i c Experts has done valuable work on a system f o r the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange of seismic data, x-rhich w i l l be an important feature among 
the measures of v e r i f i c a t i o n i n a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y . I b e l i e v e the 
Ad Hoc Committee w i l l continue to p l a y a key r o l e , e s p e c i a l l y i n the t r i a l and 
establishment of the seismic exchange. 

My Government i s m.aking strenuous e f f o r t s to achieve success i n ovr 
n e g o t i a t i o n s here i n Сепел̂ -а w i t h the Soviet Union and the United S t a t e s . Good 
progress has been made. T r i p a r t i t e agreement i n p r i n c i p l e has been reached on 
most of the major i s s u e s , and. we hope q u i c k l y to resolve the outstanding ones. 
Our a,im i s a m u l t i l a t e r a l t r e a t y banning nucleeir t e s t s i n any environment, and 
c o n t a i n i n g v e r i f i c a t i o n p r o v i s i o n s which would give maximum confidence that 
p a r t i e s were complying w i t h t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s . I t i s agreed t h a t peaceful nuclear 
explosions should be covered i n a. p r o t o c o l i n t e g r a l to the t r e a t y . 

Such a treatjr would curb the development of new types of nuc l e a r weapons. 
We hope th a t by demonstrating i n t h i s v/ay th a t the nuclear Povrers are prepared to 
accept s e l f - r e s t r a i n t , we ca.n a t t r a c t the a.dherence of non-nuclear vreapon S t a t e s , 
a l i g n e d , n e u t r a l and non-aligned. The t r e a t y vrhich vre envisage would be e n t i r e l y 
n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y i n i t s e f f e c t . The v.idest p o s s i b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l adherence to 
i t would f u r t h e r the o b j e c t i v e , endorsed at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , of curbing 
v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l p r o l i f e r a t i o n . I t would be a landmark i n arms c o n t r o l . 

Another p r i o r i t y task i s the n e g o t i a t i o n of a ban on the development, 
pro d u c t i o n and s t o c k p i l i n g of chom.ical vroapons. The d r a f t convention which my 
Government t a b l e d here i n 1 9 7 6 served as a focus of d i s c u s s i o n i n the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament. Important steps have since been taicen tovrards 
overcoming tvro of the main problems of chemical disarmament — the scope of the 
intended ban and m.ea,ns of d e f i n i n g the a.gents to be p r o h i b i t e d . But v e r i f i c a t i o n 
remains the key, since even a. small chemical f a c t o r y vrould be capable of producing 
vreapons of high t o x i c i t y , V/e welcome the agreement of the So v i e t Union and 
the United States that v e r i f i c a . t i o n should be baseo on a combination of n a t i o n a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l arra.ngements. We hope tha.,t t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l continue 
i n t e n s i v e l y so that the Committee on Disarmament can soon negctia.te a t r e a t y . 



CD/PY.2 
61 

(Lord Goronw-Hoberts, United ICingdom) 

I t would meanwhile he valuable to gain p r a c t i c e J experience of ways of ensuring 
that production of chemical weapons had. ceased and was not t a k i n g pla,ce 
c l a n d e s t i n e l y . I'ollowing the l e a d given by the Pecleral Republic of Germany 
l a s t year, .my Government now i n v i t e s r e l e v a n t experts from the member States of 
t h i s Coimîiittee to mal:e a v i s i t from 1Д to l 6 ;'a„rch to c e r t a i n establishjnents i n 
the United Kingdom, The g^-ovip of experts i-iould v i s i t a coimnercial pla,nt 
c u r r e n t l y pxroducing' phosphor-as compounds, ''fe would demonstrate there a tjrpe 
of i n s p e c t i o n -„hich we b e l i e v e would, be e f f i c i e n t i n ensuring' that chemica.1 

weapons were not being produced, aind aob the same time would not p r e j u d i c e 
commercial s e c r e t s . 'The group would 3,lso v i s i t the s i t e of a former p i l o t p l a n t 
f o r producing chomical warfare agents, now i n process of d e m o l i t i o n , i n l i n e w i t h 
B r i t a i n ' s r e n u n c i a t i o n of o f f e n s i v e chemical wea.pons. The purpose of t h i s v i s i t 
would be to show hovi an i n s p e c t i o n can v e r i f y d e s t r u c t i o n of production f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r chemical weapons agents. The B r i t i s h d e l e g a t i o n v r i l l s h o r t l y be i n touch 
w i t h members of the Committee about the d e t a i l s of the v i s i t . 

I n 1976 the United States proposed that a convention should be negotiated 
banning the use of r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons — the only one of the categories of 
weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n i d e n t i f i e d by the United Nations which was not 
already under n e g o t i a t i o n . These are vroapons vrhich would r e l y f o r t h e i r e f f e c t 
on the d e l i b e r a t e , viidespread a.nd i n d i s c r i m i n a t e d i s p e r s a l of h i g h l y r a d i o a c t i v e 
m.aterials. United StateS/^Soviet t a l k s have made good progress. A ban on such 
weapons would be a s e n s i b l e measure and my Government hopes that the subject can 
soon be discussea i n t h i s Committee. 

This Conmiittee w i l l a l s o be c o n t i n u i n g the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of vrays to prevent 
the development of new vreapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n based on new s c i e n t i f i c 
p r i n c i p l e s . I f e e l sure that many co-ontries share my viev/ that the best approach 
i s to keep the question under c a r e f u l review, and to consider the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
of f o r m u l a t i n g separate agreements on the p r o h i b i t i o n of a„ny s p e c i f i c nevr weapons 
which ma„y be i d e n t i f i e d . Ar.ms c o n t r o l t r e a t i e s must be p r e c i s e i f they are to be 
e f f e c t i v e . Yafraeness i n v i t e s evasion. 
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In the nuclear f i e l d t h i s Committee w i l l he c a l l e d upon to examine the 
Canadian i d e a f o r a v e r i f i a b l e c u t - o f f i n the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s 
f o r weapons pirrpoces. ily Government voted f o r the r e s o l u t i o n a t the 1978 

General Assembly. I th i n k we эЛ.1 recognize that such a measure would r e q u i r e 
s t r i n g e n t i n s p e c t i o n to ensure that States were not producing or d i v e r t i n g 
f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r nuclear vreapons. 

The Committee i s a l s o to consider ways of strengthening the s e c u r i t y of 
non-nuclear weapon States from n u c l e a r a t t a c k . Before the United Nations 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n the United Kingdom s t r e s s e d the advantages of the nuclear-weapon 
States g i v i n g appropriate negative s e c u r i t y assurances. îly Government gave such 
an assurance, i n solemn and formal terms, a t the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , ¥e are g l a d 
that other nuclear-vreapon States have a l s o ma,de statements on t h i s s ubject. But 
the v a r i o u s assurances are so d i f f e r e n t i n character t h a t i t would be immensely 
d i f f i c u l t to fuse them i n t o a common form of negative s e c u r i t y assurance i n an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention. Nor do I see how a Convention v/ould strengthen the 
assTxrance my country has given. Nevertheless we s h a l l continue to p l a y our p a r t 
i n the search f o r appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements which would help to 
increase the confidence of non-nuclear weapon States i n t h e i r s e c u r i t y from nuclear 
a t t a c k . 

I should novr l i k e to turn b r i e f l y to one or t\«ro arms c o n t r o l i s s u e s which 
w i l l be ma,inly d e a l t w i t h outside t h i s Committee. Two of the most notable t r e a t i e s 
n e g o t i a t e d by our predecessors were the N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty of I968 and the 
B i o l o g i c a l Weapons Convention of 1972. As a depositary power f o r both, the 
United Kingdom launched a t the 1978 General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s s e t t i n g 
arrangements i n hand f o r next year's reviev/ conferences. 

VJe s h a l l need to look c a r e f u l l y a t developments i n the l a s t few years 
concerning the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of these t r e a t i e s . In the ca.se of the 
N o n - P r o l i f o r a t i o n Treaty, there i s a batanee of o b l i g a t i o n s betv/een nuclear 
and non-nuclear Powers. I t i s c l e a r from the progress i n the SALT and 
comprehensive t e s t ban n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t the nuclear-weapon States p a r t i e s to 
the N o n - P r o l i f e r a x i o n Treaty are keen to curb v e r t i c a l p r o l i f e r a t i o n . And the 
growth of pea c e f u l nuclear technolog^^ throughout the world i n the l a s t decade 
i s s e l f - e v i d e n t proof that the b e n e f i t s of nuc l e a r energy are being made w i d e l y 
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a v a i l a b l e , w i t h the invaJuable assistance of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Atomic Епст^с^г 

Agency. There i s no evidence t h a t the acceptanco of Ae:ency safegiia^rds has 
hindered &пу courLry's c i v i l n u c l e a r development; ind<.eGd a .-ountiy which opens 
i t s nuclea^r i n d u s t r y uo interna, 1:1спа1 i n s p e c t i o n w i l l be a.s.eured of tho great e s t 
p o s s i b l e co-oporation £тол the counti-ies which supply пиоДогх equipment, m a t e r i a l s 
and techiiolcgy. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Atomic Pnerg?,^ Agjncy's ô.ual гоЗ.о of encouragement 
of n u c l e a r i n d u s t r i e s through t e c h n i c a l assisocance a,nd c o n t r o l of nuclea.r 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n through scfogu.ardc promotes a balance of ai"va,ntag(¿3 f o r a l l . 

How to imprr-TG tho traaisfer of technology i:ithou.t increa,sing the p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
dangers i s the subject of the Interna.ticna,! iJuolear P i i o l Oyele Lva,luatior:, tho 
f i n d i n g s of which r?„re expected to be published i n February I 9 8 O , They w i l l forra 
p a r t of the background to what we hope w i l l be a comprehensive d i s c u s s i o n of the 
whole f i e l d c f n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n a t the "Review Conference of the Hon-Prolifera.tion 
Treaty. I b e l i e v e the equipment and s e r v i c e s which are needed f o r a s u c c e s s f u l 
c i v i l n u c l e a r i n d u s t r y can be made genera.lly ?va.ilablc under i n t e r n a . t i o n a l l y 
acceptable arrangements. 

The B i o l o g i c a l Weapons Convention vr.as a genuine disarma.nent measure, 
r e q u i r i n g the d e s t r u c t i o n of a l l stocks of b i o l o g i c a l wea,pons. The "iJnited Kingdom 
played an a c t i v e p a r t i n i t s n e g o t i a t i o n . Some concern has boon expressed about 
developments i n genetic engineering i n recent years which might permit 
l a b o r a t o r y c u l t u r e of now organisms Qr^ngorous to ma.nkir.d and in c s - l c u l a b l c i n 
t h e i r e f f e c t s . This would bo a p e r v e r s i o n o" s c i o n t i i i c knowJodge w i t h p o t o n t i a i l y 
a p p a l l i n g consequ .noes, i y Government suggests thac the .tie i o w Jonfercncc shoixld 
examine such developments so -that tho world may be assure I that .юпз i s being 
used f o r m i l i t a . r y purposes. 

I t u r n novi to the budgetary ?.,pproach to arms c o n t r o l . The arms race i s a 
worldwide phenomenon. At l e a s t 38 c o u n t r i e s have m i l i t a r y expenditure exceeding 
$1 b i l l i o n a уег-г. The burden i s p a r t i c u l a r l y hard on bnc developing c o u n t r i e s . 
T h e i r m i l i t a r y . e x p e n d i t u r e amounted to $56.3 b i l l i o n i n 1976, almost three times 
the aiaount they r e c e i v e d i n development a s s i s t a n c e , despite the continued e f f o r t s 
of many donors to increase t h e i r a i d . 
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There has r e c e n t l y been progress towards n e g o t i a t i o n s on m i l i t a r y budgets. 
The adoption a t the United Nations General Assembly of the Swedish and Mexican 
r e s o l u t i o n initi¿ Jing a p i l o t t e s t of tht r e p o r t i n g instrum-ont devised by the 
Secretary-General's group of experts i s a u s e f u l step forxvard i n the search f o r 
a r e l i a b l e data, ba-se on m i l i t a r y expenditure. I t i s , of course, d i s a p p o i n t i n g 
t h a t a very few States f e l t o b l i g e d to a b s t a i n on t h i s r e s o l u t i o n on the very 
d o u b t f u l ground that i t i s not necessary to measure and compare m i l i t a r y budgets 
before n e g o t i a t i n g to reduce them. I think most of us would agree t h a t a standard 
form of r e p o r t i n g m i l i t a r y expenditure i s the only p r a c t i c a l b a s i s f o r u n i v e r s a l , 
balanced and v e r i f i a b l e r e d u c t i o n s . That i s an a t t r a c t i v e aim f o r many reasons, 
not l e a s t because i t would have an imp,act over tho whole spcctruin of m i l i t a r y 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

I n the search f o r measures of nuclear disarmament i t i s easy to l o s e s i g h t 
of the s t a r k f a c t t h a t conventional wea,pons, i n g r e a t e r nuinbers and of i n c r e a s i n g 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n , are i n d a i l y use i n one plsoce or another, k i l l i n g and maiming 
thousands of people. My Government has c o n s i s t e n t l y a,rgued f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
d i s c u s s i o n on ways to h a l t the build-up of conventional weapons, r e g i o n a l l y and 
throughout the world. At the same time we recognise the r i g h t of States under 
the Charter of the United Nations to acquire arms to p r o t e c t t h e i r t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y . Arms c o n t r o l i n t h i s f i e l d should not d i s c r i m i n a t e against States 
which do not manufacture arms. S u p p l i e r s and r e c i p i e n t s should p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , s t a r t i n g perhaps on a r e g i o n a l b a s i s . 

¥e have also f o l l o w e d with great i n t e r e s t tho t a l k s beoween the two major 
arms s u p p l i e r s — the United States and the S o v i e t Union, The recent i n i t i a t i v e 
by Mexico and other L a t i n American and Caribbean States to l i m i t the supply of 
arms i n t h e i r area i s encouraging. I hope the r e g i o n a l c o u n t r i e s w i l l agree on 
a common a.pproach to a r e s t r a i n t régime covering & range cf armaments of d i f f e r e n t 
k i n d s . I Ccin say now that B r i t a i n w i l l be w i l l i n g to consider favourably tho 
question of p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n discussions, r e s u l t i n g from t h i s i n i t i a t i v e . 

¥e hope a l s o that progress w i l l now be made i n r e s t r i c t i n g conventional 
weapons regarded as causing unnecessary s u f f e r i n g or as being i n d i s c r i m i n a t e i n 
t h e i r e f f e c t s . Ife hope that the u n i t e d Nations Conference t h i s year w i l l conclude 
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conventions- on a i l matters where there i s a s u f f i c i e n t l y broad measure of 
a^'reement. \ i e should p a r t i c u l a r l y l i k e to see a c t i o n on our- proposal f o r â  
convention on the use of landmines and be "'by-traps, and oi- the -Swiss proposrJ. 
banning the use of wea^pons- whose primary wounding e f f e c t i c C3,uscd by froigrnents 
not detectable by x-ray. I ' e hope that there w i l l De agreement on a convention 
r e s t r i c t i n g the use of incendia.ry weapons, p a r t i c u l a r l y гарант. 

Looking back over 1978> I cannot say that we achieved 0,11 the progress which 
was expecteó. i n a,rms c o n t r o l and disa,rmfj.ment. The epecia,! session reached 
consensus on a programme of auction a,nd" the reform-of • disarmament machinery? 
the stimulus which i t gave to the disarmament d i s c u s s i o n s produced a record nxmber 
of r e s o l u t i o n s i n the C-oneral Assembly. But i t i s concrete a c t i o n that the world 
expects from t h i s Committee. I'.'e must make 1979 "bhe year of achievement, s t a r t i n g 
I hope w i t h a second S t r a t e g i c Arms L i m i t a t i o n Agreement between the super-Powers. 
¥e must achieve axuong other things a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y , concrete 
progress i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s on m.utual and balanced force reductions i n C e n t r a l 
Europe and a l s o c o n s t r a i n t s on "inhumane" weapons. My Government dedicates i t s e l f 
to pursue these tasks w i t h determina,tion and i n a s p i r i t of co-operation. 

Mx. FISHER ( u n i t e d States of A.merica)s The D i r e c t o r of the United States 
Arms Co n t r o l a,nd Disarmament Agency, I'lr. Geox-ge M. Seignious I I , ЪгЛ intended to 
represent the United States on t h i s the opening day of the i n i t i a l s e s s i o n of 
the ComjTiittee on Disarmament. R e g r e t t a b l y , t h i s has not been p o s s i b l e . 
I'lr. Seignious has asked, however, that I гзаЛ you the f o l l o w i n g meassage 
from him, s 

" I have asked jimbassadcr P i s h e r to extend t c you ny most sincere 
wishes f o i " the success of the Committee on Disarmament e.s you begin your 
work i n which a l l marikind has a stal:e. I deeply r e g r e t that the need to 
remain i n Washington to t e s t i f y before the Senate Foreign R e l a t i o n s Comjîiittee 
as p a r t of the process c f seeking Senate c o n f i r m a t i o n of my appointment has 
ma-,de i t impossible to be w i t h you todcj-y a„s I ha^d hoped and planned. I t would 
ha.ve been sea. auspicious occasion f o r me to make my f i r s t speech, a.s D i r e c t o r 
of the United States Arms Cont r o l .?,nd DisarmaD.ent Agency, d e l i v e r e d i n an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l forum. I look fox4vard to the opportunity of paying a v i s i t 
to the Committee i n the n o t - t o o - d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 
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"Your concerns are the concerns shared Ъу Governments everywhere. 
The -ultimate goal which we a l l share, i t seems to me, i s l i k e the o b j e c t i v e 
described i n the l e g i s l a t i v e a c t the t e s t a b l i s h e d the .'.rms Control and 
Disarmament Agency w i t h i n the United States Government, 'To seek a world 
which i s free frcm the scourge of war and the dangers and burdens of 
armaments,' That goal should serve as a beacon to i n s p i r e a l l of us, no 
matter how d i f f i c u l t our ta-sk may seem at times." 

The meeting rose a t 6.45 P.m. 
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Mr. PESIC (Yugoslavia) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Prench); Mr. Chairman, a l l o w me 
to greet this.assembly on behalf of the Goverrjnent of the S o c i a l i s t F ederal Republic 
of Y u g o s l a v i a , and to express it,:, s a t i s f a c t i o n at uh- p ^ . r t i c i p a t i o n i n the work of 
the nexi Committee on DisaiTüanent of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , 
Belgium, Cuba, Prance, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i lanka and Venezuela. The establishment 
of such a Committee represents, i n our o p i n i o n , a concrete expression of c e r t a i n 
important r e s u l t s emerging from the tenth s p e c i a l s e s sion, devoted to disarmament. 
One of the o b j e c t i v e s of that session тав to enable a l l the nuclear Powers and a l l 
other States to contribute to the s o l u t i o n of the problems of disarmament, and to be 
in c l u d e d among the f a c t o r s making f o r the b u i l d i n g of new i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , 
through the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n and s t i m u l a t i o n of the e x i s t i n g machinery of n e g o t i a t i o n 
or the establishment of nevi bodies. \Je are convinced that the process of 
democratization which vre began at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , and the increase i n the 
number of cou n t r i e s d i r e c t l y engaged i n the disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , pave the v/ay 
to the opening of the disarmament process and the strengthening of the r o l e of the 
United Hâtions i n t h i s area of v i t a l importance f o r the v/hole vrorld. 

We a t t a c h p a r t i c u l a r importance to the d e c i s i o n taken by the Prench Goverrment 
to j o i n i n the e f f o r t s of other n u c l e a r Powers i n seeking s o l u t i o n s to one of the 
gravest and most complex problems f a c i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, that i s , 
disarmament. V/e b e l i e v e that a s i m i l a r d e c i s i o n by the Government of the 
People's R e p u b l i c of China, should that Government decide to take i t , would meet 
v/ith the widest approval from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l commvinity. 

V/e have alv/ays supported every i n i t i a t i v e aimed at s t a r t i n g and a c c e l e r a t i n g 
the process of disarmament and i n t h i s context, at e n l i s t i n g the e f f o r t s of every 
country and-the v a r i o u s bodies concerned v/ith that problem. That i s one of the 
reasons v/hy we a t t a c h great importance to the opening of the \ютк of the Committee 
on Disarmament. This i s a l s o an occasion f o r us to set f o r t h some of our views on 
disarmament problems i n the l i g h t of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on disarmament which 
Mr. Kurt V/aldheim, Secretary-General of the United Hâtions, j u s t l y described as the 
most important event of 1 9 7 8 , and i n the l i g h t a l s o of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of 
the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly. 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on disarmament gave a nev/ impulse and o u t l i n e d bases f o r 
the a c t i o n to be taken by the whole i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to inaugurate a new 
phase i n the e f f o r t s to s t a r t a genuine process of disarmament. The d i s c u s s i o n s a t 
the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n showed that v/e are l i v i n g i n an era of dynamic change i n the 
world, where no one can any longer, stay r e s i g n e d to the e x i s t i n g state of a f f a i r s . 
More s p e c i f i c a l l y , i t was the occasion f o r an i n c r e a s i n g l y c l e a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n of 
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a s p i r a t i o n s to the establishment of democratic i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , based on 
e q u a l i t y of r i g h t s , and to a s i t u a t i o n of genuine and equal s e c u r i t y f o r every 
country, i n which massive e f f o r t s , organized to the maximum, are made, e s p e c i a l l y 
by the non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , to ensure v/orld-wide détente, to e s t a b l i s h the new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic orô.er. and to e l i m i n a t e the p o l i c y and r e l a t i o n s h i p s of 
domination. The States Members of the United Nations are agreed i n considering that 
the existence of nuclear weapons and the p u r s u i t of the breakneck arms race threaten 
the s v i r v i v a l of mankind. They have a l s o foimd that l a s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and 
s e c u r i t y cannot be b u i l t on the b a s i s of a p i l i n g up of armaments and the 
strengthening of m i l i t a r y b l o c s , or maintained from a p r e c a r i o u s balance of means of 
d i s s u a s i o n or from d o c t r i n e s of s t r a t e g i c s u p e r i o r i t y , but demand a r a p i d and 
s u b s t a n t i a l r e d u c t i o n i n armaments and armed f o r c e s and the adoption of e f f e c t i v e . 
measures to e l i m i n a t e tensions and s e t t l e c o n f l i c t by p e a c e f u l means. The s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n a l s o expressed i n i t s F i n a l Document the c o n c l u s i o n tha.t there i s a close 
r e l a t i o n between spending on armaments and economic and s o c i a l development. I t a l s o 
a f f i r m e d that there i s a mela,ncholy and spectacular contrast between the hundreds of 
b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s devoted every year to the manufacture or improvement of weapons 
and the d e p r i v a t i o n and poverty i n which two-thirds of the world's p o p u l a t i o n l i v e . 
The s e s s i o n f u r t h e r observed that the armaments race has extremely harmful economic 
and s o c i a l consequences, and t h a t i t s p u r s u i t i s c l e a r l y incompatible w i t h the 
establishment of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic ord.er based on j u s t i c e , e q u i t y and 
co-operation. The checking of the armaments race and з, genuine process of 
disarmament vrere declared to be e s s e n t i a l tasks of the highest urgency. 

These processes should -unfold i n a balanced vray through the assumption, and 
observance, of mutually acceptable r e c i p r o c a l engagements between the nuclear Powers 
themselves and betv/een chose Powers and the non-nuclear-weapon c o u n t r i e s . 

I t Vías a l s o considered that to take up t h i s h i s t o r i c challenge víould be in - the 
p o l i t i c a l and economic i n t e r e s t s of a l l the c o u n t r i e s and peoples of the vrorld, 

V/here do vre novr stand i n these matters, and vrhat lessons may be dravm, a f t e r 
the r e l a t i v e l y short space of time which has elapsed since the s p e c i a l session? The 
f r u i t f u l d i s c u s s i o n s on disarmament vrhich took place at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of 
the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly have given us some i n d i c a t i o n s i n t h i s regard. 
To us i t seems that those d i s c u s s i o n s have a tvro-fold aspects they have shovm on the 
one hand that the concern caused by the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n o f armaments and the 
s t a g n a t i o n of n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h e i r l i m i t a t i o n has i n no vray diminished, and that 
meanvrhile Member co-untries a t t a c h i n c r e a s i n g importance to e f f o r t s to implement the 
d e c i s i o n s taken by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . That i n t e r e s t a l s o appears from the 
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continuing support f o r a s e r i e s of i n i t i a t i v e s introduceu at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , 
tho i n t r o d u c t i o n of f u r t h e r i n i t i a t i v e s , and from the preparations f o r v a r i o u s 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the f i e l d of disarmament to he undertaken t h i s yea.r end next. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a l l t h i s confirms at the same thne that the process of n e g o t i a t i o n i s 
lag g i n g f a r behind the armaments race, which i s s p i r a l l i n g upwards at an ever moro 
dangerous r a t e and spreading to more'and more c o u n t r i e s . A l l t h i s a l s o confirms that 
the process of disarmament v r i l l ho h e l d hack and put o f f u n t i l the countries vrhich 
have the great e s t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the armaments race shovr gr e a t e r p o l i t i c a l w i l l 
and d.etermination. 

The Committee on Disarmament i s beginning i t s vrork at the very moment vrhen 
negative trends suggest that the armaments race i s not only continuing but r e c e i v i n g 
f u r t h e r impetus. The m i l i t a r y b l o c s and the great Povrers are i t s p r o t a g o n i s t s . 
Contrary to the recommendations of the te n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the tvro b l o c s have 
unforttuaately made plans f o r f t i r t h e r armament programmes e n t a i l i n g a steep increase 
i n m i l i t a r y expenditure. The m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l i s thus i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d l y both 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y and q t i a n t i t a t i v e l y . Such a. development, vrhioh vre can observe a l l the 
time, has negative i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and faces humanity with 
f u r t h e r dangers to peace. 

Despite the statements on the approaching co n c l u s i o n of SALT I I , not the 
s l i g h t e s t progress has boon achieved f o r a long thae pa.st i n the disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . The r e a l i n t e r e s t s of peace and s e c u r i t y i n the vrorld, and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c oxoinion i n i t s broadest dimension, demand that t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
should be changed vrithou.t delay. 

l/e have, r . i g h t l y , agreed to give p r i o r i t y to nuclear disarmament. Though wo do 
not vrish to underestimate the e f f o r t s made up to novr i n that f i e l d , tho r e s u l t has 
c l e a r l y been the establislmient of a nuclear e q u i l i b r i t m i r a t h e r tlian nuclear 
disarmament. Freedom to develop and accumulate such weapons has remained i n t a c t , 
vrhile a nuc l e a r d i s a s t e r has become an even moro s e r i o u s t h r e a t to mankind. In t h i s 
context, Yugoslavia and the other non-aligned c o u n t r i e s f e e l that i t vrould be i n the 
general i n t e r e s t to conclude SALT I I as soon as p o s s i b l e and to embark vrithout delay, 
i n conformity w i t h the General Assembly's recommendation, on the n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r 
SALT I l l s and to reach a.greement on a d r a s t i c r e d u c t i o n of the nuclear a r s e n a l . 

I vrould l i k e a l s o to s t r e s s the great importance vre a t t a c h to the co n c l u s i o n o f 
a t r e a t y p r o h i b i t i n g nuclear-vreapon t e s t s (СТВ), to the establishment of 
nuclear-weapon-froe zones and to the p r o v i s i o n of u n c o n d i t i o n a l guarantees f o r 
non-nuclear-vreapon c o u n t r i e s against nuclear attack., l/e consider that such 
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agreements would create a climate of confidence, with the necessary c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
an e f f e c t i v e r e d u c t i o n i n nuclear armaments, v/hile on the other hand, f a i l u r e to 
adopt such measures, or t h e i r postponement, would have unfavourable e f f e c t s on the 
process of disarmament as a whole and reduce the value of the r e s u l t s obtained. Our 
o p i n i o n i s that the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty w i l l not achieve i t s f u l l purpose or 
i t s f u l l value u n t i l genuine progress i s made i n nuclear disarmament. 

The race i n conventional armaments and the reinforcement of conventional armies 
i s a c c e l e r a t i n g at a f r e n z i e d tempo. There i s no doubt that t h i s a f f e c t s the 
economically less-developed c o u n t r i e s most s e r i o u s l y , i n general the non-aligned 
ones, which are c o n s t a n t l y exposed to the r i s k of aggression, n e o - c o l o n i a l pressures, 
overbidding by the b l o c s and d i f f e r e n t forms of domination. The d e c i s i v e e l i m i n a t i o n 
of such elements i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s would e s t a b l i s h the necessary c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r the adoption of s a t i s f a c t o r y measures i n the case of conventional disaimament 
a l s o . 

I t i s against t h i s baclcground that we consider the question of dismantling 
m i l i t a r y bases and the withdraw^al of armed f o r c e s from f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r i e s , and the 
question of measvires of confidence. The non-aligned c o u n t r i e s defined t h e i r j o i n t 
p o s i t i o n on t h i s most important subject at the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , and i n our 
view d.ue a t t e n t i o n must be given to the approaching disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . There 
can be no doubt that the f i r s t steps tovrards conventional disarmament should be taken 
by the c o u n t r i e s which are the most pov/erful, from the m i l i t a r y standpoint, i n the 
world, and f i r s t of a l l by the m i l i t a r y b l o c s and t h e i r p r i n c i p a l members. 

We a t t a c h groat importance to the e f f o r t s to begin s e r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s and 
reach an agreement on the p r o h i b i t i o n of new types of \;еароп8 of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , 
since such weapons are s i m i l a r i n t h e i r e f f e c t s to nuclear weapons and may even 
surpass them. The p r o h i b i t i o n should apply to a l l ггеаропз of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , f o r 
the p r i n c i p l e must be to pvi.t an end to the q u a l i t a t i v e p r o l i f e r a t i o n of armaments. 
Every new гдаароп of t h i s k i n d c l e a r l y begins a ne\r cycle i n the armaments race and 
c o n s t i t u t e s yet a f u r t h e r threat to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

I v/culd l i k e a l s o to s t r e s s on t h i s occasion that wo a t t a c h p a r t i c u l a r 
importance to the r e d u c t i o n of the armed f o r c e s and armaments of the m i l i t a r y b l o c s . 
The s p e c i a l s e ssion r i g h t l y devoted a s p e c i a l paragraph to Europe, which i s the 
r e g i o n w i t h the highest concentration of armed f o r c e s i n the world, and pointed out 
the need to reduce such f o r c e s to a m i l i t a r y balance at a loi-ior l e v e l , while f u l l y 
r e s p e c t i n g the i n t e r e s t s of States not members of any b l o c , as regards t h e i r 
s e c u r i t y and independence. On the b a s i s of t h i s recommondation by the s p e c i a l session, 
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vo nust express our concern at the f a c t that the d i s c u s s i o n s which h^ave heen 
t a k i n g place i n Vienna f o r s e v e r a l уеа,Г8 on the r e g i o n a l r e d u c t i o n of armed f o r c e s 
and armaments have not yet produced any r e s u l t s and have not gone oeyond the stage 
o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the suhjoct of the d i s c u s s i o n s . In t h i s l i g h t , \jc consider that 
our a t t e n t i o n and support should be given to seme recent i n i t i a , t i v e s on regiona.1 
disarmament measures aimed at p u t t i n g i n t o p r a c t i c e tho rocosmnendations concerning 
Europe i n the P i n a l Document of tîî.e s p e c i a l session, and to the consequent a c t i o n 
vrhich should be taken to f o l l o w up tho r e l e v a n t d e c i s i o n s of CSCE. In so u r g i n g , 
vre have i n mind that such measures vrould supplement tho e f f o r t s d i r e c t e d tovrards 
b i l a t e r a l , r e g i o n a l a n i g l o b a l disanmament. './o a l s o t h i n k that a l l necessa,ry steps 
should bo taken to make the IJediterranean a zone of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace, s e c u x i t y and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation. 

The present s i t u a t i o n i n the sphere of disarmament i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , a,nd vre 
a l l lonovr i t . Although the e f f o r t s so f a r made have not been without r e s u l t , the 
r e s u l t s are i n s u f f i c i e n t , as vras g e n e r a l l y agreed at the General Assembly's s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n on disarmament. Vie must a l l of us, and the great n u c l e a r Povrers i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , continue to make the e f f o r t to spoed up, i n the v a r i o u s vrays and through 
the machinery e s t a b l i s h e d by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the n e g o t i a t i n g process there 
begun. 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and the General Assembly have assigned important tasks to 
the Committee on Disarmament. I t v r i l l have from the very beginning of i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s to concern i t s e l f vrith v a r i o u s qtiestions of o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the-
p r e p a r a t i o n of i t s r u l e s of procedure, f o r t h i s i s e s s e n t i a l to the smooth progress 
of i t s vrork. The question of procedure i s of fundamental importance, since the 
day-to-day performance and character of the Comm-ittee ' s vrork v r i l l l a r g e l y depend on 
those r u l e s . Procedure i s a l s o important on account of the close r e l a t i o n s h i p vrhich 
e x i s t s , according to the F i n a l Document of tho s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , betvreen the Committee 
on Disarmament, the Disarmament Gonmiission and the F i r s t Committee of the 
United Nations on the one hand, and the General Assembly on the other, the Assembly 
havir^g a c e n t r a l r o l e and bearing the c h i e f r o s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r disarmament, i n 
accordance vrith tho Cloarter. 

V/e b e l i e v e that the Committee on Disarmament should bocom.e a n e g o t i a t i n g body 
i n the r e a l meaning of the words. I t m.ust p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y and on a b a s i s of 
e q u a l i t y , and d e m o c r a t i c a l l y , i n a l l the phases of n e g o t i a t i o n concorning the 
disarmament matters w i t h which i t i s to d e a l . Only so can the Committee v/in tho 
confidence of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l communitj'- and becomo an e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g body 
i n the f i e l d of disarmament. 
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The Committee on Disarmament has i n h e r i t e d s e v e r a l important tinsolved 
disarmament problems from the Conference o f the Committee on Disarmament (CCD), 
such as the p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical weapons, and the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of nevr t5фes of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and systems of such weapons. 
Some of those problems have been under c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r many years, and we would 
l i k e to thinlc that the agreements on the t o t a l p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical weapons and 
t h e i r t e s t i n g w i l l soon be a r e a l i t y . The tenth s p e c i a l s e ssion added to those 
urgent tasks an important new one, the p r e p a r a t i o n of a g l o b a l disarmament 
programme, and to that task a l s o we should harness ourselves as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

Since t h i s i s the beginning of the work of the Committee on Disarmament, we 
would l i k e i n p a r t i c u l a r tc s t r e s s the need f o r preserving the dynamic approach 
achieved a t the s p e c i a l s e ssion of the General Assembly by ensuring the c o n t i n u i t y 
of the n e g o t i a t i n g process a,nd speeding-up i t s tempo; f o r maintaining the c l o s e s t 
l i n k s w i t h the United Nations and f o r strengthening i t s r o l e i n the disarmament 
process; f o r ensuring observance of the p r i o r i t i e s upon which agreement was reached 
at the s p e c i a l session and i n the General Assembly; and f o r ensuring the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the n e g o t i a t i n g process of a l l the i n t e r e s t e d IJembcr co u n t r i e s of 
the U n i t e d Nations. 

The vrorld expects that d e c i s i v e steps v r i l l be taken f o l l o v r i n g the te n t h 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n f o r the implementation of i t s d e c i s i o n s . There can be no ô.oubt 
that the f i r s t steps towards e f f e c t i v e disarmament, and any new agreement, could not 
bxit have a v i t a l e f f e c t i n b r i n g i n g about a p o s i t i v e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s , and that the settlement of i n t e r n a t i o n a l key problems and 
c r i s e s vrould g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e to disarmament. \.''o therefore consider i t e s s e n t i a l 
to m a i n t a i n , i-rithout a break, p a r a l l e l e f f o r t s tovrarcs the settlement of key 
problems i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and towards disarmament. E f f e c t i v e measures i n 
e i t h e r f i e l d could g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e to strengthening detente, s e c v i r i t y and 
confidence. Disarraament has become an imperative need of our time and the most 
urgent t a s k f a c i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. As \;e s a i d i n the P i n a l Document 
of the s p e c i a l s e s sion, we arc confronted vrith a choice; vre mu.st ha.lt the arns race 
and proceed to 6.isarmament, or face a n n i h i l a t i o n . In the absence of e f f e c t i v e 
measures f o r disarmament, víithout e f f e c t i v e measures to stop the arms race, a l l tho 
concrete r e s u l t s obtained i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s \rould be at r i s k . This 
Committee, too, can p l a y an important r o l e i n t h i s regard. Yugoslavia f o r i t s p a r t 
v r i l l spare no e f f o r t to maJcc i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n towards that o b j e c t i v e . 

file:///rould
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№. ilLDI ( I t a l y ) ( t r a n s l a t e d from I t a l i a n ) ; Over the past fev/ years 
no -problem, has a t t r a c t e d so much i n t e r r a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n as that'of disarmament. 

Prom both t'-.o p o l i t i c a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l angles, the s p e c i a l session ox the 
ITnited Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament was an unprecedented event 
whose i m p l i c a t i o n s and s i g n i f i c a n c e can escape nobody. 

Through the r e s p o n s i b l e p a r t i c i p a t i o n , at high l e v e l , of 1 4 9 States, i n c l u d i n g 
the f i v e nuclear-weapon States, the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n solemnly reaffirmed the 
u n i v e r o a l character of the d e s i r e f o r peace, s t r e s s i n g that d e s p i t e attendant 
d i f f i c u l t i e s and mcm.ents of discouragement, the w i l l of Governments i s strong 
to meet t h i s challenge throagh tho achieve.ment of e f f e c t i v e agreements aim.ed at 
b u i l d i n g a world freed fx'om the threat of armaments and based on m.utual 
understanding, j u s t i c e and s e c u r i t y . 

In the nticlear era, with world s o c i e t y moving towards patterns of ever-
i n c r e a s i n g interdependence, the o b j e c t i v e of reducing and e l i i ^ i n a t i n g armaments i s 
a compulsory and i r r e v e r s i b l e choice of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. I t m.ust be 
brought about by gradual steps under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , u n t i l the 
f i n a l goal of general and complete disarmament be a t t a i n e d , safeguarding, however, 
at each stage the s t r a t e g i c balance of f o r c e s on both the world-wide and r e g i o n a l 
l e v e l . 

At the s p e c i a l session, the p a r t i c i p a n t s unanimously pointed out the p o l i t i c a l , 
economic and s o c i a l r i s k s that would r e s u l t from an e v e r - s p i r a l l i n g tmcontrolled 
arms race. They were e q u a l l y unanimous i n p r o c l a i m i n g that the strengthening of 
détente, the conoolidatior. of peace, the conquect of more widespread and bette"^ 
balanced, w e l l - b e i n g l a r g e l y depend on a progressive r e d u c t i o n of the stocks of 
l e t h a l weapons, the burden of which has become i n t o l e r a b l e . In p a r t i c u l a r , we 
snould remember that s u b s t a n t i a l progress towards disarmament i s the f i r s t 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r seeking a s o l u t i o n of the problem of the hanmonious development 
of a l l regions of our world. In our searc'''̂  f o r l a s t i n g peace, we xiould be deluding 
ourselves i f we were to focus only on the balanced and progressive r e d u c t i o n of 
f o r c e s , without t a k i n g i n t o proper account the l e g i t i m a t e demands f o r s o c i a l and 
econom.ic development of the peoples of l e s s favoured c o u n t r i e s . The absence of 
a t i m e l y s o l u t i o n of the problems of development threatens once more to create 
the i l l u s i o n that one can seek to solve outstand.ing questions by the use of f o r c e . 
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Through d.eep d i s c u s s i o n and profound thought on the whole range of^- • 
disarmament i s s u e s , the proceedings i n New York have succeeded i n f i x i n g the main 
l i n e s of a c t i o n along which the f u t u r e n e g o t i a t i o n s should develop, with greater 
imagination and. a more dynamic d r i v i n g f o r c e . In t h i s context, the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n was an example of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and awareness, from which we must 
now draw the appropriate conclusions by t a k i n g r e s p o n s i b l e i n i t i a t i v e s at the 
n e g o t i a t i n g l e v e l . 

Tod,ay the Committee on Disarmament s t a r t s i t s f i r s t s e s sion with a new 
membership and vJith new terms of reference emanating from the Members of the 
United Nations as a whole. 

I would l i k e f i r s t of a l l to take t h i s opportunity of g r e e t i n g the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the countries which have shared with I t a l y the p r i v i l e g e of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the Geneva disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s since the d.ays of the 
Committee of Sighteen, and l a t e r , i n the various stages of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament, I would a l s o r e c a l l i n p a r t i c u l a r the two Co-Chairmen 
of the CCD — the United States and the Soviet Union — to x;hom the I t a l i a n 
d.elegation viishes to pay a t r i b u t e f o r the s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n they have 
given i n that cai^acity to the Geneva Conference, F i n a l l y , I would l i k e to welcome 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the countries s i t t i n g at t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e f o r the' 
f i r s t t i a e i Prance, who w i l l assuredly give to oui- n e g o t i a t i o n s the c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to be expected from her s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as a nuclear-weapon S t a t e | and 
then A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgiiua, Cuba, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanlca and Venezuela, 
a l l c ountries w i t h which I t a l y m.aintains r e l a t i o n s of f r i e n d s h i p , co-operation and 
confidence, I'/e hope that China w i l l soon occupy the seat which has been reserved 
to her among us, as a nuclear-weapon Sta.te, 

The disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , because of t h e i r complexity and importance, 
r e q u i r e a forum p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l q u a l i f i e d and imply the continuous and a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l m i l i t a r i l y s i g n i f i c a n t S t a t e s , beginning w i t h the n u c l e a r -
weapon States, The recommend.atiens adopted, by the s p e c i a l session on the 
membership of t h i s Coimnittee have the m.ei-it of r e c o n c i l i n g t h i s e s s e n t i a l n e c e s s i t y 
w i t h that of Э more a c t i v e and balanced p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s of 
c o u n t r i e s which demonstrated p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n them. 

I t i s the hope of the I t a l i a n C-overnment that prospects of more coherent and 
more f r u i t f u l work may, i n f u t u r e , r e s u l t from t h i s new and b e t t e r balanced 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the n e g o t i a t i o n of western, eastern and non-aligned c o u n t r i e s . 
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;jven more so since our Conmittee, thanlis to i t s compositionj appears to be the 
q u e l i l i e d forum to t a c k l e g l o b a l l y the e l a b o r a t i o n of s p e c i f i c measures 
u n i v e r s a l l y acceptable. 

The task a w a i t i n g us i s an urgent one. I t must be managed without delay and 
7,'ith f i r m d.etermination; 

In the D e c l a r a t i o n and Programiae of A c t i o n contained i n i t s P i n a l Document, 
the s p e c i a l s e ssion o u t l i n e d the major options and p r i o r i t i e s f o r our f u t u r e work. 

At i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s ion, r e c s n t l y concluded, the United i l a t i o n s 
General Assembly f u r t h e r s-oecifioo the o b j e c t i v e s to be roschec i n the near f u t u r e , 
adopting an unusually l a r g e number of r e s o l u t i o n s , many of them — most 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y — by consensus. 

• I t i s now incumbent on the Committee on Disarmament, s t a r t i n g work with 
a l a c r i t y , to b e n e f i t from the recommendations and encouragement of the 
United Uations, by f o c u s i n g i t s a t t e n t i o n on s p e c i f i c measures to be given 
p r i o r i t y i n keeping w i t h the most amrious expectations. 

In opening t h i s new round of n e g o t i a t i o n s , the Committee on Disarmament 
should not overlook the legacy of lessons and experiences bequeathed by the CCD, 
thanlcs to which the most important m u l t i l a t e r a l agreements on armaments l i m i t a t i o n s 
were worked out, beginning with the Treaty on'the U o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n of lîuclear 
Wea pon s. 

In pursuing i t s immediate goals, the Cominittee on Disarmament should not, 
however, abandon or neglect the wider and longer-term aim of complete and general 
disarmament, which the United ïïations has expressly e e f as tlK.. u l t h j a t e gsal ; f 
our e f f o r t s . 

For many years I t a l y has been m a i n t a i n i n g that progress i n s p e c i f i c sectors of 
disarmament should form p a r t of an organic fromework, as c o n s t i t u e n t elements of 
a coherent and a r t i c u l a t e d whole to be achieved i n sticcessive and gradual stages. 
We have t h e r e f o r e noted w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n that the s p e c i a l session recommended the 
Disarmament Commission to consider the elements of a com.prehensive programme f o r 
disarmament to be stibmitted as recommendations to the General Assembly, and through 
i t to the Committee on Disarmament. On t h i s subject the I t a l i a n d e l e g a t i o n has 
presented a d e t a i l e d working paper, which we t r u s t w i l l be a t t e n t i v e l y otud.ied 
along w i t h c o n t r i b u t i o n s and suggestions from other d e l e g a t i o n s . 
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Passing to immediate tasks, I would l i k e to s t r e s s here the highest p r i o r i t y 
t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community continues to a s s i g n to the complete han of 
n u c l e a r t e s t s . 

This i s an i s s u e which the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament has been 
debating, i n i t s p o l i t i c a l , s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n i c a l aspects, f o r years; i t i s 
e s s e n t i a l that a r e s p o n s i b l e d e c i s i o n on t h i s problem should be taken as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . 

In the view of the I t a l i a n C-overnment, the t o t a l banning of nuclear t e s t s 
c o n s t i t u t e s the i n d i s p e n s a b l e and no-longer postponable complement to the Treaty 
on n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n , which provides f o r r e c i p r o c a l and interdependent r i g h t s and 
o b l i g a t i o n s f o r both non-nuclear- and nuclear-weapon States. 

I t a l y i s a t t e n t i v e l y f o l l o w i n g the development of the t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s 
between the United ICingdom, the United States and the Soviet Union x ^ i c h have 
r e c e n t l y made noteworthy progress. To succeed i n overcoming the e x i s t i n g 
d i f f i c u l t i e s and to reach an e a r l y agreement, f u r t h e r r e s o l u t e steps on the 
p a r t of the n e g o t i a t o r s are r e q u i r e d . 

The elements of the agreement which v j i l l r e s u l t from the t r i p a r t i t e t a l k s — 
and xihich must i n t e r a l i a take i n t o accovmt the need f o r adequate v e r i f i c a t i o n 
procedures — w i l l have to be submitted, at an appropriate stage, to the c a r e f u l 
consid,eration of the Comjaittee on Disarmament, whore the f i n a l text of a widely 
acceptable t r e a t y w i l l have to be d r a f t e d . 

% Government continues to pay p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the problem of the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of the d.evelopment, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of chemical weapons as 
v;ell as of t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . The great "urgency of t h i s problem has once again 
been reaffirmed i n a r e s o l u t i o n of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, 
introduced by a l a r g e number of countries — i n c l u d i n g I t a l y — and adopted by 
consensus. 

Today's tendency to see the dangers of armed c o n f l i c t mainly i n terms of 
a n u c l e a r holocaust lead s us sometimes to f o r g e t that the chemical weapon a l s o i s 
a weapon of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and am.ong the most deadly. 

I t i s f r e q u e n t l y not r e a l i z e d that chemical weapons, too, have benef i t e d 
from notable t e c h n o l o g i c a l development, v/hich has enormously enhanced t h e i r 
d e s t r u c t i v e x^o'tential, the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of t h e i r employment and t h e i r danger. 
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Ifor can we ignore that some States hold at present massive stocks of these weapons, 
already e x t e n s i v e l y t e s t e d ; and many other States a l s o possess the b a s i c agents 
and the necessary t e c h n i c a l know-how to equip themselves, i n the short term, with 
s u b s t a n t i a l stocks of chemical weapons. 

The problem of chemical warfare has been debated at length i n i t s d i f f e r e n t 
a s p e c t s — i n c l u d i n g the p a r t i c u l a r l y d e l i c a t e one of v e r i f i c a t i o n — both i n the 
united Nations and i n the CCD, to which v a r i o u s d r a f t conventions have been 
submitted. 

Already i n 1 9 7 4 , "the "Qnited States and the Soviet Union agreed to consider 
a j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e at the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament "with respect 
to the conc l u s i o n , as a f i r s t step, of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention d e a l i n g with 
the most dangerous, l e t h a l means of chemical warfare". The I t a l i a n Government i s 
aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the search f o r e f f e c t i v e agreement acceptable to a l l . 
I t i s c o n f i d e n t l y f o l l o w i n g the b i l a t e r a l d i s c u s s i o n s between the United States 
and the Soviet Uni n, and hopes t h a t through them bhe desired s o l u t i o n s may be 
reached without delay. 

These b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s do not, however, exonerate the Committee on 
Disarmament from pursuing a tenacious and imaginative e x p l o r a t i o n of a l l the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of re a c h i n g the t o t a l and v e r i f i e d élimination of a l l chemical weapons. 
Indeed, we a l l share the o b j e c t i v e of, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r , chemical 
disarmament; i t i s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n that the I t a l i a n d e l e g a t i o n y±ll continue to 
operate i n a s p i r i t of co-operation and c o n s t r u c t i v e p u r p c e . 

In recent years, science has made e x t r a o r d i n a r y conquests which, according to 
how and why they are u t i l i z e d , can become instruments f o r economic, s o c i a l and 
c i v i l improvement or v e h i c l e s of death and d e s t r u c t i o n . 

In a d d i t i o n to what we could c a l l "the sword of Damocles of nuclear war" there 
looms on the h o r i z o n the menacing advent of new types of ггеаропз e q u a l l y and 
perhaps even more deadly. 

Though p r e s e r v i n g the n e c e s s i t y f o r s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l progress, 
the task of a l l l o v e r s of peace and s e c u r i t y i s to make every e f f o r t so that 
consequences beyond a l l imagination and measureless r i s k s do not o r i g i n a t e from 
achievements of the human i n t e l l e c t . 
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Faced, w i t h t h i s danger, the Committee on Disarmament has a double d.uty to 
f u l f i l s f i r s t l y , to prevent the emergence of new generations of weapons of mass 
d,estruction based, on new s c i e n t i f i c p r i n c i p l e s , by keeping the problem und.er 
constant review and by the a c q u i s i t i o n of a l l the d,ata as f a r as p o s s i b l e ; second,ly 
to йтау up the l e g a l instruments f o r banning p a r t i c u l a r types of new vieapons as 
soon as they may be id.entif l e d . 

V/ith these c r i t e r i a i n mind, and w i t h i n the Committee on Disarmament, I t a l y i s , 
from t h i s moment, d e f i n i t e l y i n favour of consid.ering the i s s u e of the ban on 
r a d . i o l o g i c a l weapons which are c u r r e n t l y the subject of b i l a t e r a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
between the United. States and. the Soviet Union. Such a ban would undoubted,ly 
represent a f i r s t r e a l i s t i c step which could be followed by others, as the need 
a r i s e s . 

I t i s evident that the path to disarmament i s s t i l l long and paved with many 
o b s t a c l e s . However, from the s t a r t , i t must be followed, with f i r m i n t e n t i o n s and 
having a g l o b a l and p r e c i s e e v a l u a t i o n of a l l the i n t e r e s t s at stake. 

In t h i s .respect we cannot avoid being worried, by the i n c r e a s i n g and ever more 
menacing magnitude of the accumulation and t r a n s f e r of conventional vreapons, 
e s p e c i a l l y i n regions of the world vrhere dangerous s i t u a t i o n s of t e n s i o n e x i s t . . 

The u n c o n t r o l l e d conventional-arms race, o f t e n i n v o l v i n g expensive and h i g h l y 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d devices f a r exceeding comprehensible defence needs, not only 
c o n t r i b u t e s to.the worsening of alarming s i t u a t i o n s of s u s p i c i o n and c o n f r o n t a t i o n , 
but a l s o deprives p a r t i c u l a r l y needy c o u n t r i e s of precious resources, resources 
vihich could be used, i n more p r o f i t a b l e d i r e c t i o n s , ranging from economic development 
to the strengthening of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , the war against hunger and endemic 
diseases and. the e l i m i n a t i o n of i l l i t e r a c y and of other s o c i a l e v i l s . 

As f o r conventional vieapons, p u b l i c o p i n i o n expects t i m e l y and far-sighted, 
d e c i s i o n s v/hich must proceed, p a r a l l e l to the i n i t i a t i v e s to be taken i n the f i e l d , 
of nuclear-v/eapons r e d u c t i o n . 

I t a l y d e s i r e s to confirm her read.iness to co-operate w i t h a l l interested, 
c o u n t r i e s — s u p p l i e r s as v j e l l as r e c i p i e n t s — i n the search, on both r e g i o n a l 
and g l o b a l l e v e l s , f o r s o l u t i o n s vihich would c o n t r i b u t e to the e r e c t i o n of a b a r r i e r 
against the e s c a l a t i o n of conventional weapons, while safeguarding the imperatives 
of s e c u r i t y need.s. On t h i s subject I v/ould l i k e to r e c a l l the proposal f o r 
r e g i o n a l c o n t r o l of the t r a n s f e r of conventional weapons presented by I t a l y already 
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i n 1 9 7 0 and at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly on disarmament. This 
proposal i s l i s t e d i n the P i n a l Document approved by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

In our jud.f-ment, the subject of t l c o n t r o l of the t ansfer of conventional 
•weapons cannot remain outside the concern of the Committee on Disarmament, i f t h i s 
Committee wishes to f u l l y a t t a i n i t s proper o b j e c t i v e s . 

In my statement I have sought to concentrate my main a t t e n t i o n on the major 
t o p i c s most c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to our Committee's agenda. 

Moreover, we hope that r a p i d progress, a l s o i n other n e g o t i a t i o n s which I t a l y 
i s f o l l o w i n g with p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t , w i l l accompany the renewal of the Geneva 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

I am r e f e r r i n g to the Soviet-American s t r a t e g i c arms l i m i t a t i o n t a l k s , which 
the I t a l i a n Government considers e s s e n t i a l f o r the general cause of s t a b i l i t y and 
peace. I n the hope that the remaining d i f f i c u l t i e s standing i n the way of a 
p o s i t i v e and r a p i d c o n c l u s i o n of SALT I I may be soon overcome, I t a l y i s already 
l o o k i n g forward, w i t h great i n t e r e s t , to the task w i t h which SALT I I I could be 
entrusted, w i t h the prospect of safeguarding s e c u r i t y at e v e r - d i m i n i s h i n g l e v e l s of 
armaments. 

I t a l y ' s p a r t i c u l a r g e o p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n makes us, at the same time, e s p e c i a l l y 
a t t e n t i v e to developments i n the MBPR n e g o t i a t i o n s i n Vienna. V/e expect from them 
Э v a l i d c o n t r i b u t i o n to the advent of a more s t a b l e balance i n our continent, ¥e 
are c o n t i n u i n g to c o n t r i b u t e to t h e i r p o s i t i v e outcome, x j i t h i n the l i m i t s of our 
p o s i t i o n as a " s p e c i a l - s t a t u s p a r t i c i p a n t " . 

Extremely k n o t t y i s s u e s are to be d e a l t w i t h by the Vienna n e g o t i a t i o n s . They 
c a l l f o r a franlc a p p r a i s a l of the o b j e c t i v e s to be a t t a i n e d and f o r f u l l y motivated 
d e c i s i o n s . 

The great t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n the race f o r armam.ents, f o r which the nations of the 
xi/hole world, are l o n g i n g , cannot be achieved a l l of a sudden, because i t cannot be 
i s o l a t e d from c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n . 

As i s only too well-known, m i s t r u s t , s u s p i c i o n and l a c k of mutual understanding 
are among the main causes of the armaments race. I t i s t h e i e f o r e necessary f o r 
disarmament measures to be seconded, preceded or accompanied, as appropriate, by 
p a r a l l e l i n i t i a t i v e s aimed at widening the area of d i a l o g u e , n o u r i s h i n g t r u s t , 
promoting détente, a n t i c i p a t i n g and removing causes of f r i c t i o n . Only thus w i l l 
every i n i t i a t i v e i n the f i e l d of disarmament become c r e d i b l e and f r u i t f u l . 
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, However, the problem of disarmament cannot be i s o l a t e d from that of 
v e r i f i c a t i o n . Indeed i t woula be n e i t h e r c o r r e c t nor r e a l i s t i c to promulgate 
disarmament measures without adequate, p r e c i s e and formal guarantees that these 
measures w i l l be v m i v e r s a l l y implemented. • 

I t a l y i s w e l l aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s — t e c h n i c a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l — 
inherent i n the v e r i f i c a t i o n of the disarmament agreements. Though the methods of 
c o n t r o l may vary according to the kind of measures to be c o n t r o l l e d , i t i s evident 
by now that i n most cases the n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n techniques need to be 
accompanied by forms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation, designed to ensure rapid,-
t e c h n i c a l l y r e l i a b l e and p o l i t i c a l l y e f f e c t i v e v e r i f i c a t i o n procediires-. 

I t i s i n t h i s s p i r i t t h a t , on various previous occasions, I t a l y has favoured, 
the i n i t i a t i o n of a study on the s e t t i n g up of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n organ, 
designed to o f f e r coherent and adequate s o l u t i o n s to t h i s c r u c i a l problem from a 
t e c h n i c a l as w e l l as from, a l e g a l angle. In the sam.e s p i r i t , I t a l y has supported 
the Prench Government's i n i t i a t i v e f o r the estgblishment of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
S a t e l l i t e Agency, and i s ready to co-operate i n s t u d i e s to be undertaken to t h i s end. 

Furthermore, i t would, be d e s i r a b l e f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n to-be' 
accompanied, by n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l s exercised by p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n the d i f f e r e n t 
c o u n t r i e s over the r e s p e c t i v e Governments, so that i n p r a c t i c e , the l a t t e r w i l l act 
i n accordance w i t h the engagements entered i n t o . 

The convening of the Committee on lisarmament opens a new phase i n the h i s t o r y 
of the proceedings of the Geneva n e g o t i a t i n g forum. 

Our hope i s that the new Committee w i l l t a c k l e t h i s new phase r e s o l u t e l y and 
openmindedly, b e n e f i t i n g from the ideas and proposals of new p a r t i c i p a n t s , as w e l l 
as from the l e s s o n s and. experiences of the past. In t h i s context i t xiiould be 
u s e f u l to examine, i n t e r a l i a , at the proper t i i a e , the procedures and working methods 
followed i n the past, so as to make the , Committee's a c t i o n more i n c i s i v e and more 
ad.equate to i t s new tasks and to the needs of the moment. 

Today, the thoughts and hopes of manliind are concentrated on our a c t i v i t i e s . 
From our xiork they expect rapid, and e f f e c t i v e progress on the road of d.isarmsment 
and of a secure peace. 

For hei- p a r t , I t a l y w i l l do everything i n her power not to betray those 
expectations and to c o n t r i b u t e to the coiimion e f f o r t s w i t h i n the Committee on 
Disarmament. She w i l l act w i t h the s p i r i t of d e d i c a t i o n , the sense of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and the f e e l i n g of confidence demanded from a l l of us by the c r u c i a l 
and urgent nature of the tasks assigned to us. 
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Mr. MARKER ( P a k i s t a n ) ; Mr. Chairman, i t i s indeed a pleasure f o r the 
Pa k i s t a n d e l e g a t i o n , and f o r me p e r s o n a l l y , to congratulate you on assuming the 
chairmanship of t h i s .important Committee. As a d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e cf 
a b r o t h e r l y country which has made a unique and unprecedented c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
the cause of the peoples of the T h i r d World f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and economic 
independence, you are admirably s u i t e d to guide the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of t h i s 
Committee. Por here we represent the i n t e r e s t s and preoccupatiens of the 
m a j o r i t y of the United Nations Member States, which, l i k e A l g e r i a and P a k i s t a n , 
f e r v e n t l y d e s i r e a h a l t to the arms race and the achievement of a stabl e s t r u c t u r e 
of world peace and s e c u r i t y . 

Mr. Chairman, your opening address to t h i s Committee has conveyed not only 
the sombre f e e l i n g s w i t h which the m a j o r i t y of nations today view the thr e a t from 
the g l o b a l armaments race, but a l s o t h e i r urgent d e s i r e to h a l t and reverse t h i s 
d e s t r u c t i v e process. The message from Secretary-General Waldheim, which has a l s o 
sounded a ti m e l y warning about the dangers inherent i n the ever e s c a l a t i n g aims 
race, has, i n a d d i t i o n , i n d i c a t e d the o p p o r t u n i t i e s open to t h i s Committee to 
achieve genuine progress towards the goal of general and complete disarmament. 

The d e c i s i o n of the tenth s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly to create 
the Committee on Disarmament was an important milestone i n tho h i s t o r y of 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , and P a k i s t a n considers i t an honour to attend t h i s 
i naugural session of the Committee. I t i s our ferv e n t hope that i t s more 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e character and democratic p-ocedures w i l l enable t h i s Committee to 
make s i g n i f i c a n t and t a n g i b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s towards the r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
h i t h e r t o e l u s i v e goal of disarmament. 

However, as was acknowledged at the s p e c i a l session, tho prospects of 
disarmament are i n l a r g e measure determined by the con d i t i o n s of world peace and 
s e c u r i t y , botn at the g l o b a l and r e g i o n a l l e v e l s . I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , w i t h deep 
concern that we must note the increase i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions i n many pa r t s 
of the v J o r l d , Instead of reducing armaments, most States, p a r t i c u l a r l y the two 
most pov/erful n a t i o n s , continue the a c q u i s i t i o n and development of l a r g e r and 
more s o p h i s t i c a t e d m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l s , so t h a t , since the s p e c i a l session, the 
arms race has not been reversed, but has f u r t h e r escalated. Resort to the use 
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of f o r c e , to shape tho course of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , has increased. E x t e r n a l 
i n t e r v e n t i o n and aggression against small and weak States has occurred w i t h 
alarming frequency. Despite our d e c l a r a t i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s , the Charter's 
v i s i o n of a system of u n i v e r s a l c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y i s today more e l u s i v e than 
ever. And the p r i o r i t y of e r a d i c a t i n g p^-'erty and p e s t i l e n c e , of c r e a t i n g a 
new, e q u i t a h l e , wozud economic order, has heen re l e g a t e d to the hackground. 

The P i n a l Document of the- s p e c i a l session on disarmament declared i t s e l f 
against any attempts to create spheres of i n f l u e n c e . The concept i s a deplorable 
one, whether such spheres of i n f l u e n c e are created through b i l a t e r a l or 
m u l t i l a t e r a l m i l i t a i y a l l i a n c e s or through the promotion of c e r t a i n States as 
" r e g i o n a l i n f l u e n t i a l s " or "predominant" Powers. Global s t a b i l i t y cannot be 
maintained by a balance of mutual deterrance i n s t r a t e g i c armaments alone; t h i s 
m^ust be matched by a corresponding e q u i l i b r i t m i i n various s e n s i t i v e regions of 
the world. The climate f o r disarmament m̂ ust be created not -^nly at the g l o b a l 
l e v e l but a l s o i n those areas where tensions and c o n f l i c t s p r e s e n t l y endanger the 
f a b r i c of peace. The prospects f o r the success of the n e g o t i a t i o n s to be conducted 
w i t h i n t h i s Committee depend on tho outcome of t h i s process. 

The tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of tho General Assembly was the f i r s t occasion 
on which the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community approved an integrated sot of measures 
r e l a t i n g to various f a c e t s of disarmament. The prospects f o r the v/ork of t h i s 
Coimaittee have been enhanced by the unanimous adoption at the s p e c i a l session of 
s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s , p r i n c i p l e s and p r i o r i t i e s f o r disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , and 
a concrete programme of measures t r be irplcmsnted i h tho near f u t u r e . We share the 
hope expressed, here yesterday that the impatus provided by the s p e c i a l session to 
tho process of disarmament v i i l l be maintained and a c c e l e r a t e d through the 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s of t h i s Committee. 

Of a l l the d e c i s i o n s of the s p e c i a l ses.gion r e l a t i n g to the machinery f o r 
disarmament, the c r e a t i o n of tho Committee on Disarmamont i s undoubtedly the most 
important. The f u n c t i o n of t h i s Committee i s to negotiate s p e c i f i c disarmament 
measures — agreements, conventions or t r e a t i e s — i n various areas of disarmament. 
This n e g o t i a t i n g r o l e of the Committee on Disarmament sets i t apart from a l l 
other i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r a -n disarmament, \'/hatever the procedures of work we adopt, 
every e f f o r t must be made to preserve and enlarge t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g r o l e of the 
Committee 0 
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While the r o l e of the Committee on Disarmament i s p r e c i s e , the scope of i t s 
r e s p o n s i h i l i t i e s i s quite extensive. Under the p r o v i s i o n s of the P i n a l Document, 
and of the r e s o l u t i o n s adopted at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the General Assemhly, 
the Committee has been c a l l e d upon, i n t e r a l i a , to f u l f i l the f o l l o w i n g tasks s 

To elaborate a comprehensive programme on disarmament! 
To achieve a nuclear-test-ban t r e a t y ; 
To formulate a convention p r o h i b i t i n g chemical weapons; 
To conclude e f f e c t i v e arrangements, i n c l u d i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention, to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against 
the use or threat cf use of n u c l e a r weapons; 
To reach agreement on the banning of new weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n ; 
To consider measures f o r the c e s s a t i o n of the production of f i s s i o n a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s . 

Apart from these r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , s p e c i f i c a l l y assigned to the Committee, i t i s 
c l e a r from the r e l e v a n t p r o v i s i o n s of the P i n a l Document that the Committee on 
Disarmament i s expected to a s s o c i a t e i t s e l f w i t h n e g o t i a t i o n s envisaged f o r 
n u c l e a r disarmament, as w e l l as f o r the l i m i t a t i o n and r e d u c t i o n of armed f o r c e s 
and conventional weapons. 

Our u l t i m a t e g o a l , remains the achievement of general and complete 
disarmament. We do not, of course, expect to a t t a i n t h i s immediately, but 
the Committee must maintain a steady step-by-step process, and should at l e a s t 
aim to f " u l f i l the m a j o r i t y of the tasks ..ntrusted to the Ccmmittee i n time f o r 
the second s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. 

Since the Committee cannot expect to simultaneously address a l l the issues 
before i t , my d e l e g a t i o n v/ould suggest that we f i r s t take up f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
those questions which have been outstanding f o r some time, or where e a r l y progress 
appears p o s s i b l e . In t h i s context, the adoption at t h i s s e ssion of an agrenda and 
programme of work f o r the Committee assumes s p e c i a l importance. % d e l e g a t i o n 
b e l i e v e s that while a l l the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Committee that I have mentioned 
should be recognized as forming p a r t of i t s mandate, d u r i n g the current year the 
Committee should, concentrate on the three items v/hich the General Assembly has 
asked i t to consider. 
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The f i r s t among these i s the nuclear-test-ban t r e a t y . This vas to he 
completed i n time f o r the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n l a s t June. I t i s most unfortunate that 
the CCD was prevented from c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s p r i o r i t y issue due to the separate 
t a l k s being conducted by three n u c l e a r Powers. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community d e s i r e s 
urgent a c t i o n on the n u c l e a r - t e s t - b a n t r e a t y ; The General Assombly has asked t h i s 
Committee i n two separate r e s o l u t i o n s to take up c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s t r e a t y . 
The question i s : when should the Committee begin examination of t h i s subject? 
Should i t axiait the outcome of the n e g o t i a t i o n s between the USSR, the United States 
and the United Kingdom, or tak.> t h i s up i r r e s p e c t i v e cf these t a l k s ? 

% d e l e g a t i o n x-rould suggest that the three Powsrs concomed bo urged to 
transmit the d r a f t CTB t r e a t y to the Committee v f i t h i n tho next two months. I f 
they cannot reach agreement on the t e x t even at the and of t h i s p e r i o d , we hope 
that they w i l l at l e a s t inform t h i s Committee of the status of the n e g o t i a t i o n s 
and the areas of agreement and disagreement. Thereafter, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
n e g o t i a t i n g the test-ban t r e a t y should be assumed d i r e c t l y by our Committee. In 
these n e g o t i a t i o n s , the d r a f t s and proposals submitted by any State should r e c e i v e 
f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n on a b a s i s of p a r i t y x/ith the text x/hich may be f u l l y or 
p a r t i a l l y evolved by the three n u c l e a r Poxíers. % d e l e g a t i o n xío'uld vfelcome the 
f i n a l i z a t i o n of the CTB t r e a t y i n t h i s Committee d u r i n g the' current year, P a k i s t a n 
would support a text which e f f e c t i v e l y prevents the f u r t h e r s o p h i s t i c a t i o n and 
t e s t i n g of n u c l e a r weapons, i n xvhatevor guise or foim. 

The second subject on xvhich t h i s ComEiittee has been requested to undertake 
n e g o t i a t i o n s "at the beginning of i t s 1 9 7 9 s e s s i o n " i s an agreement f o r "the 
p r - ^ h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l chemical x/eapons 
and f o r t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n " I t i s most unfortunate that the j o i n t i n i t i q t i v s 
promised by the two super-Pox/ers on t h i s subject almost three years ago has not 
m a t e r i a l i z e d . In the time that has elapsed, the p o t e n t i a l f o r the development '.f 
chemical weapons has become more bxtensive. My d e l e g a t i o n hopes, t h e r e f o r e , that 
i n response t r the recommendations of the General Assembly, the United States and 
the Soviet Union w i l l submit t h e i r j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e to the Committee as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . We are av/are that imiportant problems are i n v o l v e d i n a chomical-v/eapons 
ban, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h regard to v e r i f i c a t i o n . In our o p i n i o n , hox/ever, these 
problems are not insuperable, provided the p o l i t i c a l w i l l e x i s t s among the major 
m i l i t a i y and i n d u s t r i a l Povrers to give up t h i s t e r r i b l e option of vrarfare. 
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Although the General Assembly has urged the submission of the j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e 
by the two major Powers, the absence of t h i s should not prevent the Comraittee from 
opening the n e g o t i a t i o n s on a chomical-weapons-ban t r e a t y . These could begin on 
the b a s i s of the d r a f t s presented to the CCD e a r l i e r , o r any new proposal which 
may be submitted by a member State i n t h i s Committee. Щ- d e l e g a t i o n i s prepared 
to a c t i v e l y contribute to the process of e v o l v i n g a d r a f t t r e a t y on chemical 
weapons d u r i n g the current year. 

The t h i r d subject to v/hich c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s to be given t h i s year i s the 
conclusion of e f f e c t i v e arrangements, i n c l u d i n g an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention, to 
assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or th r e a t of use of n u c l e a r 
weapons. Apart from the recommendation i n paragraph 59 of the s p e c i a l session's 
P i n a l Document, the General Assembly, at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , adopted 
two r e s o l u t i o n s on the subject addressed to the Committee on Disarmament. Both 
these r e s o l u t i o n s - - one sponsored by the Soviet Union and the other by P a k i s t a n — 
c a l l on the Committee to evolve " e f f e c t i v e " measures or arrangements to assure 
the non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or t h r e a t of use of nuc l e a r weapons, 
i n c l u d i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention. The Committee i s to take 
up examination of the d r a f t conventions presented by P a k i s t a n and. the Soviet Union-, 
and the views expressed on t h i s subject, as soon as p o s s i b l e , and to submit 
"a progress r e p o r t " to the next session of the United Nations General Assembly. 
Without going i n t o the p r i o r i t y to be accorded to various items, t h i s t o p i c has 
the advantage of having concrete t e x t s a . a i l a b l e on which n e g o t i a t i o n s could be 
i n i t i a t e d f o r t h w i t h . 

As you have mentioned, Ш. Chairman, agreement on t h i s question vrould enhance 
the climate of world, peace and s e c u r i t y . Such s e c u r i t y assurances are of s p e c i a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e to the non-nuclear States of the T h i r d V/orld, They are e n t i r e l y 
h e l p l e s s i n the face of the nuc l e a r t h r e a t which i s posed not only by the nuc l e a r 
Powers but a l s o some other States, such as South A f r i c a and I s r a e l , which may be 
i n the process of a c q u i r i n g — or have perhaps already acquired — a nuc l e a r 
weapons c a p a b i l i t y . A c t i o n must be taken to prevent t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y , and 
Pa k i s t a n has taken s e v e r a l i n i t i a t i v e s , i n c l u d i n g one f o r the c r e a t i o n of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone i n South A s i a , f o r t h i s purpose, Me s h a l l persevere i n 
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our e f f o r t s to evolve arrangements f o r the d e n u c l e a r i z a t i o n of South A s i a . 
P a k i s t a n shares the hope expressed, i n the Secretary-General's message to t h i s 
Committee that the precedent of the t r e a t y of T l a t e l o l c o " v / i l l he fo l l o w e d Ъу 
f u r t h e r concerted a c t i o n tovrard the establishment of other nuclear-weapon-free 
zones". But, i n the meantime, the v/orld can avert a nuc l e a r f r e e - f o r - a l l only by 
c o n s t r u c t i n g e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l and l e g a l b a r r i e r s against the use or threat of 
use of n u c l e a r weapons against non-nuclear-vreapon Stares. This v / i l l provide the 
time needed to succeed, i n h a l t i n g and r e v e r s i n g the nuclear-arms race and 
p r o h i b i t i n g completely the use or threat of use of n u c l e a r weapons. 

Some of the nuclear-weapon States remain r e l u c t a n t to commit thems'elves to 
an i n t e m a t i p n a l convention to assure the non-nuclear States against the nu c l e a r 
t h r e a t . Various reasons have been c i t e d to j u s t i f y t h i s r e l u c t a n c e , but the tv/o 
advanced most of t e n ares f i x - s t , that assurances against the use of nu c l e a r 
v/eapons have already been extended to the non-nuclear-weapon Sta t e s ; and, second, 
that i t i s not p o s s i b l e to evolve a formula f o r a uniform o b l i g a t i o n by a l l the 
nuclear-weapon States. Let me say, x/ith a l l deference to the Governments concerned, 
th a t n e i t h e r of these presurnptions i s quite v a l i d . 

There i s general agreement that the assurances provided by three n u c l e a r Powers 
under r e s o l u t i o n 255 of the S e c u r i t y Council are r e s t r i c t i v e and l a c k i n g i n 
c r e d i b i l i t y . Ifor do the - u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n s made by the major nu c l e a r Pov/ers 
at the s p e c i a l s e ssion on disarmament provide an e f f e c t i v e assurance to non-nucleaiv 
v/eapon States against the use, or threat of use, of nu c l e a r v/eapons. Apart from 
the f a c t that these d e c l a r a t i o n s are d i f f e r e n t from each other i n form and content, 
t h e i r c r e d i b i l i t y i s f u r t h e r d i m . i n i s h e d — i n some cases e n t i r e l y eroded — by the 
co n d i t i o n s and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s attached to thérà. 

A - u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n , -"unless s a n c t i f i e d i n a l e g a l instrument, does not 
create bind.ing or i r r e v o c a b l e commitments. I t i s bound to pro-voke a sense of 
r e s e r v a t i o n , because i t i s merely a statement of governmental p o l i c y , and p o l i c i e s , 
l i k e Governments, are apt to change. Those very States which argue that the 
d e c l a r a t i o n of t h e i r Head of State regarding non-use of nuc l e a r weapons i s as 
b i n d i n g as a t r e a t y , have themselves taken the view that d e c l a r a t i o n s made by 
Heads of State or Government of other nations' regarding n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n do- not 
c o n s t i t u t e a l e g a l commitment and, t h e r e f o r e , urge acceptance of the nuc l e a r 
n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty, 
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¥e are t o l d that no uniform f o r m u l a t i o n can he evolved f o r s e c u r i t y assurances 
because of the d i f f e r e n t s e c u r i t y perceptions of the n u c l e a r - and non-nuclear-
weapon Stat e s . U n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n s w'ere made by the major nu c l e a r Powers at 
the s p e c i a l session, but the con d i t i o n s and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s i n the d e c l a r a t i o n of 
one n u c l e a r Power vrere negated by the conditions and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s i n the 
d e c l a r a t i o n s of the other. The net r e s u l t i s that these q u a l i f i e d u n i l a t e r a l 
d e c l a r a t i o n s provide l i t t l e p r a c t i c a l assurance to the non-nuclear States against 
the use or threat of use of n u c l e a r weapons. A "common formula" i s , t h e r e f o r e , 
indispensable to evolve c r e d i b l e s e c u r i t y guarantees. 

The debate which took place on t h i s subject at the l a s t session of the 
General Assembly has c l a r i f i e d the issues i n v o l v e d i n f o r m u l a t i n g such a "formula". 
The fundamental d i f f i c u l t y i n reaching a common formula i s the existence of the 
m i l i t a r y s t r a t e g i e s of the r i v a l p o l i t i c a l b l o c s , both of which envisage the use 
of n u c l e a r weapons against the nuc l e a r and non-nuclear members of the opposing b l o c . 
P a k i s t a n continues to b e l i e v e that the fo r m u l a t i o n f o r "negative" s e c u r i t y 
assurances approved by the General Assembly i n r e s o l u t i o n 3 l/ l89 C, and r e a f f i r m e d at 
i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n , provides the most v i a b l e b a s i s f o r e v o l v i n g a "uniform 
o b l i g a t i o n " to be undertaken by the nu c l e a r Pov;ers. This formula i s not only 
supported by ne a r l y 100 Member States, i t also e q u i t a b l y r e f l e c t s the preoccupations 
of a l l c o i i n t r i e s . The P a k i s t a n d e l e g a t i o n would suggest that a f t e r a p r e l i m i n a i y 
exchange of views on the d r a f t convention submitted by my country on t h i s subject, 
the Committee should set up an ad hoc xíorking group to take up d e t a i l e d examination 
of the va r i o u s issues i n v o l v e d . 

Ify d e l e g a t i o n hopes th a t t h i s Committee w i l l proceed to discharge i t s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i t h determination and despatch. These r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s are 
unique; but i t i s necessary to bear i n mind that the Committee on Disarmament i s 
part of the l a r g e r s t r u c t u r e of United Nations machinery on disarmament. I t s work 
must take account not merely of b i l a t e r a l and t r i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s outside the 
United, Nations but s p e c i a l l y of the d i s c u s s i o n s and d e c i s i o n s of the Disarmament 
Commission and, of course, the General Assembly. 



CD/PV. 3 
2iJ 

(Mr. Marker,.Pakistan) 

The procedures of t h i s body must a l s o r e f l e c t i t s character as a United Uations 
organ. The Committee should n a t u r a l l y work by consensus; but consensus should not 
be i n t e r p r e t e d as p r o v i d i n g one^ t-.'O or tbree nerabors, hov/cvor important they nay 
be, x i i t h the power of veto i n t h i s Committee, A l s o , u n l i k e the CCD, the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s v i i t h i n the Committee should proceed i n a systematic manner w i t h 
separate sessions or meetings assigned f o r the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of s p e c i f i c t o p i c s . 
I t might be worth-xíhile to consider the establishment of ad hoc vrorking groups or 
n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i e s to take up the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of p a r t i c u l a r items or pa r t s of 
such items. The Committee may a l s o wish to set deadlines f o r the conclusion of 
ne g o t i a t i o n s and dis c u s s i o n s on s p e c i f i c p o i n t s . 

The States represented on t h i s Committee r e f l e c t a balance of i n t e r e s t s 
betxííeen the nu c l e a r and non-nuclear States, between aligned and unaligned c o u n t r i e s , 
between l a r g e and small Powers, developed and developing coxmtries. This i s not to 
say. that a l l n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s are r e f l e c t e d i n the membersliip of t h i s Committee. 
I t i s f o r t h i s reason that tho P a k i s t a n d e l e g a t i o n attaches importance to p r o v i d i n g 
a l l i n t e r e s t e d States Members of tho United Nations w i t h the opportunity of 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n , and c o n t r i b u t i n g t o , the work of the Committee on Disarmament, , 

Pakistan's most f e r v e n t d e s i r e i s to avoid involvement i n an arras race, 
whether g l o b a l or r e g i o n a l . This d e s i r e i s t e s t i f i e d to by tho recent d e c i s i o n of 
the Government of Paki s t a n to " o n i l a t e r a l l y reduce i t s defence budget f o r 1 9 7 9 

by f i v e per cent. ¥e can but hope that t h i s example w i l l be f o l l o w e d by other 
States i n the region. 

The Super Povrers, x-iho are also the possessors of super m i l i t a r y 
c a p a b i l i t i e s , have obtained possession of the a b i l i t y to o b l i t e r a t e the world. 
I t i s the most onerous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y that has ever been knovm to mankind, and 
our common i n t e r e s t demands that i t b'-. shared. Disarmament i s the v i t a l 
concern of everybody, and e s p e c i a l l y that of our Committee. Per these reasons, 
among many others, the P a k i s t a n d e l e g a t i o n v / i l l extend to the Committee on 
Disarmament i t s f u l l e s t a t t e n t i o n and co-operation. 
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Ш. CARPIO CASTILLO (Venezuela) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); The delegation 
of Venezuela has s i g n i f i c a n t reasons f o r f e e l i n g e s p e c i a l l y g r a t i f i e d a t hecoming a 
memher of the Commxttee on Disarmament. I t i s c e r t a i n l y an honour f o r our country 
to assume the great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y entrusted to i t on being appointed a member of 
t h i s important body. 

We come to the Committee on Disarmament w i t h enthusiasm and r e s o l v e , eager to 
p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n i t s work and to help, together w i t h the other d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
d e l e g a t i o n s , i n a r r i v i n g at formulas f o r an understanding that w i l l permit progress 
to be made i n disarmament. We s h a l l do so w i t h the i n t e r e s t , s p i r i t and d i l i g e n c e 
that have guided our e a r l i e r conduct i n the various organs of the United Nations i n 
which disarmament matters are discussed. This e x p l a i n s i n p a r t our presence i n 
t h i s m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g forum, i n which mankind places f i r m hopes f o r the 
promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

At the same time, we are conscious of the immense d i f f i c u l t i e s and complexities 
that have to be t a c k l e d here, of the formidable obstacles that have to be overcome 
i n order to achieve the goals that have been mapped out, and of the magnitude and 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Nevertheless, we are e s s e n t i a l l y o p t i m i s t i c . 
Above a l l t h i n g s , we r e l y on f l e x i b i l i t y and good sense, on open and peaceful 
dialogue, so as to act i n keeping w i t h the needs of an unprecedented c r i s i s that 
s e r i o u s l y threatens the f a t e of mankind. 

We are a l s o encouraged by the course of steadfastness and perseverance pursued 
by the Conference ',f the Committee on Disanaament i n one of tlie most p r e s s i n g 
problems f a c i n g contemporary s o c i e l y . Under i t s auspices, agreement has been 
reached on a number of important measures which, together w i t h others of s i m i l a r or 
g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e that might be agreed upon i n f u t u r e , would give powerful 
impetus to the cause of disarmament. Por the Venezuelan d e l e g a t i o n , t h i s i s an 
appropriate occasion to pay s i n c e r e homage to the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament f o r the work c a r r i e d out i n so many years of intense a c t i v i t y , of 
unbending determination, i n an area f i l l e d w i t h p i t f a l l s and v i c i s s i t u d e s . 

In making an o v e r - a l l review of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l outlook, i t i s easy to see 
t h a t the e f f o r t s deployed i n order to contain the arms build-up, despite the l o g i c 
and the good sense that u n d e r l i e them, have lagged behind the arms race, which i s 
making q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e advances at an alarming pace. 
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I t i s obvious that the problems caused by the overv/helming and unchecked 

build-up. of arms, f a r from" being r e s o l v e d , are grox/ing even more •.èerious.:..and are 
i n c r e a s i n g l y t h r e a t e n i n g the s u r v i v a l of the human race. Not only i s the outlook 
i n t h i s i r r a t i o n a l trend d i s t u r b i n g i n s t r i c t l y m a t e r i a l terms — i t a l s o r e v e a l s a 
moral devastation, a c r i s i s of i d e a l s and l o f t y aims, x^'hich together represent an 
a s s a u l t on the human c o n d i t i o n . As Sim6n A l b e r t o C o n s a l v i , I-Iinister f o r F o r e i g n 
A f f a i r s of Venezuela, has s a i d , "the arms race, i n i t s e l f , i s a grave s i g n of an 
e t h i c a l c r i s i s and of renouncement of a l l the other i n t e l l i g e n t a l t e r n a t i v e s open 
to manlcind". 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s s i t u a t i o n , which might be a source of discouragement and 
f m s t r a t i o n , has not undermined the general determination to persevere, to redouble 
and i n t e n s i f y e f f o r t s , i n an attempt to achieve t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s i n the sphère^of 
disarmament. The h o l d i n g of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly of the • 
United Nations devoted to disarmament pointed to the s t a r t of a new stage i n the 
crusade against the arms race and e s t a b l i s h e d the framework w i t h i n which the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on disarmament must continue. I t bore el'oquent witness to the' 
u n f l i n c h i n g a t t i t u d e that guides the i n t e r n a t i o n a l communiiy i n the t i t a n i c s t r u g g l e 
which has to be waged against the arras build-up. 

In the course of the meetings of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, 
i t became apparent that i t was necessary and d e s i r a b l e to t r e a t the problem w i t h ' 
g r e a t e r vigour and dynamism, to undertake s p e c i f i c reforms and r e s t r u c t u r i n g s of 
the machinery f o r the d i s c u s s i o n and n e g o t i a t i o n of disarmament, so as to f a c i l i t a t e 
and favour a more appropriate c o n s i d e r a t i o n of matters of substance. The changes 
agreed upon by the Assembly were indispensable because of the i n c r e a s i n g l y urgent 
demands of disarmament-related questions, which have increased i n number and 
complexity. N a t u r a l l y , the b a s i c problem i s s t i l l the l a c k of a p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n 
by the m i l i t a r y and n u c l e a r Powers that malees i t impossible to achieve major 
progress. In any event, the innovations i n the machinery are intended to strengthen 
the instruments of n e g o t i a t i o n and broaden t h e i r scope, to systematize and organize 
s t i l l more the j o i n t e f f o r t s to secure more b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t s . The i n c l u s i o n of 
Venezuela and other countries i n t h i s m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body i s completely 
i n l i n e w i t h t h i s attempt to r e v i t a l i z e and democratize the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
disarmament matters i n the United Nations. • 
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Unquestionably, the democratic orientation with which the deliberations of the 
Committee are commencing is significant. Organizational and procedural 
democratization was clearly established i n the Final Document of the special session 
of the Assembly, which specified, inter a l i a , that the chairmanship of the Committee, 
should be rotated among a l l i t s members on a monthly basis; that interested States 
not members of the Committee should be permitted to submit proposals on disarmament 
measures and participate in the discussion of the subject-matter of such proposals; 
that non-member States should be invited to express their views when questions of 
particular concern to them were under discussion; and, what i s more, that the 
plenary meetings of the Committee should be open to the public, 

¥e attach singular importance to this last point, since i t i s connected with a 
matter that we have repeatedly raised, VJe have maintained that i n order to give a 
new impetus to disairaament i t i s necessary to have a l l the peoples of the world 
participate i n these efforts i n the most active, consistent and organized fashion. 
After a l l , the adverse consequences of the arms race endang'er the existence of 
peoples and impose économie and social sacrifices on them. Since the need has 
become apparent to mobilize international public opinion for repudiating and 
condemning the arms race, the peoples are entitled to receive the fu l l e s t and most 
accurate information on the risks and implications of this very serious 
contemporary phenomenon, so that they can duly play their role of moderation and 
persuasion. 

The opening of the Committee's meetings to the public, where appropriate, i s a 
step that can help to turn into reality the already widespread desire to inforra and 
involve a non-specialized public; to guide leaders in a l l sectors of public and 
private l i f e ; to strengthen and foster the emergence of professional, p o l i t i c a l and 
religious movements of opinion. In short, this kind of in i t i a t i v e can help to 
forge a pa c i f i s t consciousness opposed to the arms race. 

In recent years, the trade in arms has reached exceedingly high figures. 
Truly, no argument or pretext can justify the persistence of many developing 
countries i n using disproportionate resources for the purchase of armaments, thus 
lessening their peoples' chances of achieving a proper standard of l i v i n g . Nor are 
the people who, from other countries, promote the arms trade i n different interests 
and without scruple free from blame or responsibility either. However, the 
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groxíing' seriousness of t h i s problem can i n no way obscure or d i m i n i s h the a t t e n t i o n 
c a l l e d f o r by the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, a v i t a l question of maximum 
p r i o r i t y . 

Although some 80 per cent of world-wide m i l i t a r y expenditure i s a l l o c a t e d to 
conventional arms and f o r c e s , the g r e a t e s t t h r e a t to manleind l i e s i n nuclear war. 
Some 1 5 years ago the n u c l e a r arsenals were already enough to destroy our 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . Today, as i s knoxm, the nuclear arsenals c o n t a i n tens of thousands of 
h i g h l y s o p h i s t i c a t e d n u c l e a r weapons w i t h a t o t a l n u c l e a r explosive power equivalent 
to one m i l l i o n times that possessed by the bomb which devastated Hiroshima. 
Moreover, the arms l i m i t a t i o n agreements a r r i v e d a t so f a r are e a s i l y o u t s t r i p p e d by 
the changes t h a t are t a k i n g place i n other areas i n the arms race. Advances of a 
q u a l i t a t i v e k i n d i n n u c l e a r weapons are s t i l l b e i n g made w i t h v i r t u a l l y no 
r e s t r i c t i o n s whatsoever, as i s shown by the incessant n u c l e a r t e s t s , l a r g e l y designed 
to p e r f e c t the e f f i c i e n c y of these weapons. 

V/hile a c t i o n must be promoted to agree on measures to l i m i t conventional 
weapons, a t the b i l a t e r a l , r e g i o n a l and world-wide l e v e l , the major e f f o r t s of the 
United Nations, through t h i s Committee, must aim at removing from the h o r i z o n the 
spectre of a n u c l e a r c o n f l a g r a t i o n . 

V/e have repeatedly expressed our concern that e f f e c t i v e measures f o r nuclear 
disarmament and the prevention of a nuclear war are f o r uc of the highest p r i o r i t y . 
Any measure f o r nuclear disarmament, and a l l of them are imperative, must therefore 
i n c l u d e a f i r m and voluntary commitment by the f i v e n uclear Powers, Otherwise, the 
gaps i n such agreements or measures would not only malee them imperfect or d e f i c i e n t 
but would a l s o open the door to u n i l a t e r a l a c t i o n by a n u c l e a r Power, and we do not 
even wish to p i c t u r e the foreseeable consequences. 

Hence, the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the Assembly placed great importance on the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l nuclear-weapon States i n the Committee on Disarmament, and 
such p a r t i c i p a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d i n i t s membership. 

V/e are exceedingly g r a t i f i e d that the d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t i o n of Prance, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g a nuclear Power, has f i l l e d the place that l a y vacant f o r a p e r i o d of 
s i x t e e n years. S i m i l a r l y , we hope that the People's Republic of China w i l l soon 
be t a k i n g p a r t i n the Committee's work. 
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As can Ъе seen from the s p e c i a l r e p o r t of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament to the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the Assembly, a number of matters are under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and some of them have been considered by the CCD f o r s i x t e e n years 
without i t s having been p o s s i b l e to achieve concrete r e s u l t s . 

One of the Committee's tasks at t h i s f i r s t session w i l l be to adopt i t s 
programme of work, i n which connexion i t w i l l have to take account of the 
recommendations made by the General Assembly, i n c l u d i n g those of the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , and proposals submitted by the members of the Committee. 

Unquestionably, t h i s task i s not an easy one, since we are faced on the one 
hand w i t h those matters ixnder c o n s i d e r a t i o n which were l e f t pending by the 
Gonf rence of the Committee on Disarmament, and on the other, by the various 
r e s o l u t i o n s c o n f e r r i n g on the Committee mandates that are "a matter of p r i o r i t y " , 
"of great p r i o r i t y " or "to be taken up u r g e n t l y " . Our o p i n i o n , which we have 
alr e a d y exjjressed a r l i e r , i s that t h i s Committee must ne g o t i a t e , as a matter of 
the highest p r i o r i t y , effe- t i v e measures f o r n u c l e a r disarmament. In t h i s respect, 
s p e c i a l a t t - n t i o n must be given to the question of general and complete disarmament 
under s t r i f - t and e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , agreement on a t r e a t y on the 
compl te p r o h i b i t i o n of nucletr-weapon t e s t s , and the p r e p a r a t i o n of a comprehensive 
programme of disarmament, the last-named t o p i c i n c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h the 
Disarraam.--nt Commission, a d e l i b e r a t i v e body on which the s p e c i a l session of the 
Assembly conferred a s p e c i f i c mandate i n t h i s r e s p e c t . 

The other matters pending are s t i l l of an urgent character, such as the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical weapons and t h e i r t o t a l d e s t r u c t i o n , the p r o h i b i t i o n of 
new weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and new systems of such weapons, the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons, the p r o h i b i t i o n of neutron nuclear weapons and the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of the arms race on the sea-bed. In a d d i t i o n to these matters, 
r e s o l u t i o n s of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the General Assembly c a l l f o r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the p r e p a r a t i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the 
strengthening of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear States, and the question 
of an adequately v e r i f i e d c e s s a t i o n and p r o h i b i t i o n of production of f i s s i o n a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s f o r weapons purposes and other n u c l e a r e x p l o s i v e devices. 

In view of t h i s extensive and heavy programme of work that awaits us, there i s 
no doubt that the establishment of ad hoc working groups, where necessary, w i l l 
help to speed up the work of the Committee and to negotiate more e x p e d i t i o u s l y , as 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community expects of us, the r e q u i s i t e e f f e c t i v e measures f o r 
disarmament. 
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There are many centres of a n x i e t y , d i s c o r d and d i s t r e s s that hinder the 
attainment of реэ.се and w e l l - h e i n g on our p l a n e t . I n the times i n -which we are 
l i v i n g , of i n c r e a s i n g interdependence and complexity, i t i s impossible to 
disentangle or separate the common problems we are f a c i n g . The research c a r r i e d 
out under the auspices of the United Nations has emphasized the close l i n k that 
i n f a c t e x i s t s between the two most important o b j e c t i v e s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community: disarmament on the one hand, and development on the other. Development 
at an acceptable pace i s d i f f i c u l t or impossible to r e c o n c i l e with the c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of the arms race, which consumes huge and diverse resources that co-uld otherviise 
be used f o r the economic and s o c i a l advancement of the peoples. 

An outstanding f e a t u r e of our times has been the j o i n t and u n i t e d a c t i o n of 
the c o u n t r i e s of the t h i r d world, aimed at l a y i n g the foundations of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order of j u s t i c e and e q u i t y . As a r e s u l t of the strug g l e s 
and the demands of the t h i r d world, the c o n v i c t i o n has been formed that i t i s 
e s s e n t i a l to secure s u b s t a n t i a l progress i n the f i e l d of development i n order to. 
preserve i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . I n the f i n a l i n s t a n c e , neither'peace 
nor s e c u r i t y can be preserved i n a world i n which nations are separated by such 
great and growing economic d i s p a r i t i e s . Par from being achieved through the 
bu i l d - u p of arms, genuine s e c u r i t y can only be achieved through disarmament and 
co-operation i n a world i n which i n e q u a l i t i e s and i n e q u i t i e s are tending to 
d i m i n i s h . 

The achievement of major advances i n disarmament w i l l be a d e c i s i v e spur to 
endeavours i n the area of development. Progress i n disarmament, both i n the 
wealthy and i n the poor c o u n t r i e s , would r e l e a s e i n t e r n a l m a t e r i a l , f i n a n c i a l 
and human resources that could be used f o r development purposes. I f the 
atmosphere of f e a r , h o s t i l i t y and c o n f r o n t a t i o n i s reduced through progress 
towards disarmament, p r o p i t i o u s c o n d i t i o n s w i l l emerge f o r e l i m i n a t i n g some 
of the obstacles that hinder harmonious and j u s t economic rela-fcions afliong a l l 
S t a t e s . 

Consequently, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Committee on Disarmament and the 
importance of i t s task a.re obvious. V/hat can be achieved here w i l l have an 
evident impact on other aspects of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems that a l s o c a l l 
f o r urgent s o l u t i o n s . 

V/e f i r m l y b e l i e v e that the problems ca.ixsed by the arms race, although 
d i f f i c u l t and complex, can and must be resolve d w i t h the f i r m w i l l of a l l S t a t e s , 
The f u t u r e of a l l -the peoples w i l l l a r g e l y depend on the resu.lts achieved, on 
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the s o l u t i o n s found f o r these dileimnas and problems. I n t h i s undertaking, the 
United Nations, through t h i s Committee, v a i l continue to be the mcjt appropriate 
forum to channel and concentrate e f f o r t s and a c t i o n s and f r e e mankind from the 
threat of i t s d e s t r u c t i o n . 

I n c o nclusion, vie should l i k e to s t a t e most emphatically that the d e l e g a t i o n 
of Venezuela w i l l l e n d i t s f i r m e s t support to a l l i n i t i a t i v e s , measures and 
proposals making f o r a f r u i t f u l vmderstanding to secure the important and v i t a l 
o b j e c t i v e s vje have before us. 

Mr. З Д Ю Ш Т (Belgium) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); May I f i r s t of a l l say 
hovj happy I ajn to be able to represent my country i n t h i s place on the occasion 
of the opening of the vjork of the nevi Committee on Disarmament. Belgium comes 
to i t w i t h the firm, i n t e n t i o n of a c t i n g dynajaically to f u r t h e r the aims vrhich 
are those of Lhe world community i n the f i e l d of disarmament. 

V/e take t h i s opportunity of welcoming the other member States of t h i s 
n e g o t i a t i n g body which i s our Committee. V/e are p a r t i c u l a r l y g r a t i f i e d to note 
the presence of States which have an important p a r t to play i n t h i s Committee by 
reason of t h e i r n u c l e a r power. 

V/e hope to see China a s s o c i a t e i t s e l f i n t u r n a.nd i n the near f u t u r e w i t h 
our work, i f we are to.promote the achievement of our great o b j e c t i v e , namely, 
general and complete d.isa,rmament. 

The immensity and the complexity of t h i s task are suoh that eveiy w i l l i n g n e s s 
w i l l be r e q u i r e d to advance the cause of disarmament, the u . n i v e r s a l i t y of which 
has been demonstrated by the F i n a l Document of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
United Naotions, devoted to disarmament. 

Nevertheless, i t appears to me^ a t t e r the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to t h i s 
problem l a s t June, that the s i t u a t i o n ha.s hardly evolved i n a favourable d i r e c t i o n . 

And yet the presence i n New York of twenty-five Heads of State and f i f t y 
M i n i s t e r s f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s f o r the work of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n had given r i s e 
to the b e l i e f i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l r e a l i s a t i o n of the need f o r r e a l l y 
t a c k l i n g the thorny problem of disarmament. 

I accept the importance of the consensus which was reached on the F i n a t 
Document d e f i n i n g the aims to be a t t a i n e d and s t a t i n g , i n perhaps too general 
a. f a s h i o n , the means of a c h i e v i n g them. 
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Despite the undoubted d i f f e r e n c e s e x i s t i n g between the views of various 
c o u n t r i e s , i t may nevertheless be considered that there now e x i s t , not an agreed 
model f o r general and complete disarmament, but at l e a s t recognized p r i n c i p l e s 
and a programme of a c t i o n s p e c i f y i n g p r i o r i t i e s . 

The c o n t r a s t e x i s t i n g between the i n t e n t i o n s proclaimed from the rostrum at 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums and the current p r a c t i c e of the r i g h t of the strongest i s 
c e r t a i n l y a cause f o r discouragement, but i t a l s o gives us the measure of the 
immensity of the way s t i l l to be t r a v e l l e d . Progress along t h i s long road w i l l 
only be achieved i f disarmament i s viewed not merely as a whole, but a l s o i n i t s 
compleidty. 

This complexity i s mainly due to the u n i v e r s a l l y recognized l i n k between 
secu.rity and disarmament. They cannot be d i s s o c i a t e d without running the r i s k 
of d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n , and t h i s , though i t might perhaps be r e g i o n a l at the outset, 
would a f f e c t the p o l i t i c o - s t r a t e g i c e q u i l i b r i u m of the world. Moreover, as 
s e c u r i t y requirements vary g r e a t l y from one r e g i o n to another, the paths l e a d i n g 
to disarmament are therefore many and v a r i e d . For these reasons, Belgium has 
been ô.efending the merits of a r e g i o n a l a,pproach f o r - a number of years. I n our 
view, that should i n no way exclude the g l o b a l approach which has so f a r dominated 
t h i n k i n g i n matters of disarmament. 

I should l i k e to r e c a l l some p r i n c i p l e s which must, i n the eyes of my c o u n i r y , 

guide the approach to n e g o t i a t i o n s i n the f i e l d of disarma.ment. Global disarmament 
s t r a t e g y , to which the document of the s p e c i a l s e ssion i n v i t e s us, emphasizes the 
u n i v e r s a l i t y of disarmament. I t must therefore be considered as part of the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a l l Powers, nuclear and non-nuclear a l i k e . 

On the other ha^nd, there e x i s t s , as x-egards disarmaraent, a k i n d of i n t e r a c t i o n . 
№ile i t i s the concern of eveiyone, i t i m p l i e s by the natui-e of things the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of each State, but i t goes without saying that the circumstances 
vary from case to case. Because of t h i s , n u c l e a r States and. countries not 
equipped w i t h atomic weapons — but which i t has been agreed to c a l l " m i l i t a r i l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t " — obviou.sly have specia,l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f i e l d s . 

The v e i y nature of the circumste.nces which I have j u s t mentioned means 
that the security-disarmament l i n k v a r i e s according to r e g i o n . This leads to 
v a r y i n g r e g i o n a l tensions and, consequently, to the p o s s i b i l i t y of a r e g i o n a l 
s o l u t i o n of which the S t a l e s forming p a r t of geographical e n t i t i e s t h a i are 
homogeneous from the s e c u r i t y and disarmament viewpoint must be aware. 
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Approaching the problem from another angle, we b e l i e v e that there must be a 
p a r a l l e l i s m betv/eon e f f o r t s f o r nuclear disarmament and e f f o r t s f o r conventional 
disarmament. Détente must have as a c o r o l l a r y at the m d l i t a r y l e v e l a r e d u c t i o n i n 
f o r c e s and eauipment, whatever t h e i r nature. 

I f disarmament i s one of the wa.ys which should enable us i n f i n e "to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war", as we are c a l l e d upon to do i n the 
i n i t i a l l i n e s of the Charter of the United Nations, to xriiich a l l our States have 
subscribed, i t r e o u i r e s an a t t i t u d e which must wish to see the disappearance of a l l 
the types of arms to be found i n the arsenals of the world. 

Lastly,, an ess'^ntial elem.ent i n any disarmament p o l i c y i m p l i e s the existence of 
a climate of confidence and of the acceptance by States of a- c e r t a i n openness as 
regards t h e i r m i l i t a r y resources. I t i s therefore not p o s s i b l e to esca„pe from a 
system of v e r i f i c a t i o n , of e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l s making c e r t a i n tha,t the commitments 
entered i n t o are respected. To deny such evidence i s to run the r i s k of seeing 
disarmament agreements transformed i n t o instruments r a t h e r of m i s t r u s t than of 
confidence, and to i n c u r d e s t a b i l i z a t i o n r i s k s that are d i a m e t r i c a l l y opposed to the 
d e s i r e d r e s u l t s . 

Por h i s t o r i c a l and geographical rea^sons which are beyond i t s c o n t r o l , my country 
i s s i t u a t e d i n that n a r t of the world where the f a c t of m i c l e a r d^-velopment i s a 
determining element i n the p o l i t i c a l e c u i l i b r i u m ^ but where, too, the concentration 
of n u c l e a r warheads i s the most impressive. 

Being'aware of t h i s problem and w i s h i n g to i n d i c a t e i t s d e s i r e not to increase 
nuclear r i s k s ; my country was one of the f i r s t to accede to the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
Treaty. 

Nevertheless, whatever may be the undoubted value of the p r i n c i p l e , 
n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n w i l l have a chance of succeeding only i n so f a r as the necessary 
balance i s observed betí/íeen, on the one hand, the u n i l a t e r a l coramrtment of some to 
give up an a t t r i b u t e of sovereignty by s e l f - l i m i t a t i o n and, on the other, the 
n e c e s s i t y f o r others g r a d u a l l y to reduce t h e i r nuclear m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l . That i s 
vihy my country f e r v e n t l y wishes that the current t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s on the 
t o t a l banning of nuclear t e s t s , as w e l l as the b i p a r t i t e SALT t a l k s , may be 
concluded i n the s h o r t e s t p o s s i b l e time. 



While the monopoly which the nuclear States possess imposes upon them, the 
o b l i g a t i o n to reduce t h e i r " v e r t i c a l " p r o l i f e r a t i o n , i t i s e s s e n t i a l a l s o to s t r e s s 
the cuestión of " h o r i z o n t a l " n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n ; on which there i s i n t e r a c t i o n betvreen 
nucff^ar and non-nuclear Stat-^-s. 

I t seems obvious to us that States which v o l u n t a r i l y undertake to give up both 
producing and eouipping themselves w i t h nuclear weapons have the r i g h t i n exchange 
to be preserved from any r i s k to which the temptation to take advantage of the 
r e l a t i v e weakness to which they have agreed might give r i s e . This i m p l i e s that 
those i n possession of nuclear weapons should undertake by s u i t a b l e formulae not to 
make use of them vis-à-vis such St a t e s . 

S i m i l a r l y , i t does not seem superfluous to repeat that the c o n c l u s i o n of a 
t r e a t y on the c e s s a t i o n of a l l nuclear t e s t s would s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n c r e a s e the chances 
of strengthening the a p p l i c a t i o n of the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n p r i n c i p l e , to which m.y 
country remains f i r m l y attached. 

Wnile a t t e n d i n g to the e s s e n t i a l tasks a w a i t i n g us i n the nuclear f i e l d , i t i s 
necessary at the same time to consider the problems encountered i n the f i e l d of 
conventional disarmament. The complexity of those problems i s a l s o undeniable, and 
f o r v a r i o u s reasons. 

In the f i r s t p l a c e , conventional c o n f l i c t s have become so m.uch more niimerous as 
to i n c r e a s e thp danger facing- mankind. 

Moreover, as from a c e r t a i n l e v 1, a p a r a l l e l and batano d r e d u c t i o n of 
conventional f o r c e s and armaments would be necessa,ry to ensure a p a r a l l e l balance i n 
thr s u b s t a n t i a l r t d \ i c t i o n there would be i n the nuclear f i e l d . 

For any n u c l e a r rfd.uction which d i d not l e a d to reductions i n conventional 
armaments, or served, on th'^ contrary, as a p r e t e x t f o r i n c r ' a s i n g them, would 
u l t i m a t - ] y hav^ no ot'ner eff'^-ct than to b r i n g aJooxit a f u r t h r d i s e o u i l i b r i u m g i v i n g 
ca.us f o r concern. 

I t i s e s p e c i a l l y important to s t r e s s the p a r t i/hich conventional disarmament 
ma.y p l a y i n areas not covered by what i s c a l l e d n u c l e a r d i s s u a s i o n . Conventional 
reductions i n those areas may c o n s t i t u t e one of the steps l e a d i n g to the process of 
general and complet disarmament., provided that the States concerned are ass-ured that 
disarmament does not i n v o l v e the a l i e n a t i o n of t h e i r s e c u r i t y and independence. 
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As I have had occasion to say i n the United Nations, experience has proved that 
"there i s no subject more d i f f i c u l t than that of disarmament. Ne g o t i a t i o n s always 
get o f f to a h e s i t a n t s t a r t . Once they are tmder way, progress i s slow because of a 
fimdamental d i s t r u s t which the p r o t a g a n i s t s cannot overcome, regardless of the 
s i n c e r i t y o f t h e i r determination". 

But the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the task must not make us give up the p u r s u i t of our 
o b j e c t i v e . The favourable developments v/hich have occirrred s i n c e the s i x t i e s i n 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on c e r t a i n aspects of disairmament should, indeed, encourage the 
i n t e m . a t i o n a l community to redouble i t s e f f o r t s . 

Détarfae has made p o s s i b l e an improvement i n the climate of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s . There i s no acceptable a l t e r n a t i v e to detente. ¥hile aware of the 
fragmentary and f r a g i l e character of the r e s u l t s obtained, we must welcome them and 
consider t h a t they represent the f i r s t necessary steps along the l o n g road to be 
t r a v e l l e d by m.en of g o o d w i l l . 

I f we can get over the moimtain of our p r e j u d i c e s and perpetual f e a r s , we may 
enter the ti.-renty-first century without the t h r e a t of a t e r r i b l e c o n f l i c t hanging over 
our own or our c h i l d r e n ' s heads. 

Tlie_^CMI_IM№ ( t r a n s l a t e d from French) s Before c l o s i n g t h i s meeting, I 
should l i k e to express my s i n c e r e s t thanks to a l l who have spoken f o r t h e i r 
s u b s t a n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to our Committee's work and f o r t h e i r renewed expressions of 
f r i e n d s h i p towards my country, my M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s , Mr. B o u t e f l i k a , and 
h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the Committee. I t w i l l be my duty and pleasure to transmit to 
Mr, B o u t e f l i k a the expression of those f e e l i n g s of f r i e n d s h i p and confidence. 

The meeting rose a t 1 p.m. 
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The С Н Л 1 Ш Ш (Tra n s l a t e d from French): Before g i v i n g the f l o o r to 
tho f i r s t speaker, I should l i k e to inform you t h a t , at the request of the 
de l e g a t i o n of the Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Rejpuhlics, "the S e c r e t a r i a t i s 
d i s t r i b u t i n g i n the conference room, as eecument C D / З , the xext of the message 
addressed yesterday by Mr. Leonid Brezhnev, the General-Secretary of the Centr a l 
Committee of the Communist P a r t y of the Soviet Union and Pr e s i d e n t of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, to the Committee on Disarmament on 
the occasion of the in a u g u r a t i o n of i t s -TOrk.-

May I ask Ambassador V i c t o r I s s r a e l y a n , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the USSR to 
the Committee on Disarmam.ent aiid a member of the Collegium of the M i n i s t r y of 
Fore i g n A f f a i r s of the Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics, to convey our sin c e r e 
thanlcs f o r the contents of the message which emphasizes the very s p e c i a l 
importance t h a t the Soviet Union attaches to the work of cur Committee. 

• Mr. TORRiVS (Cuba) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish): I n t a k i n g the f l o o r f o r 
the f i r s t time i n ' t h e d i s c u s s i o n s of the disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g body ~ the 
Committee on Disarmament — I should l i k e my f i r s t words to convey to you. 
M i n i s t e r A b d e l a z i z B o u t e f l i k a , the f r a t e r n a l greetings of our d e l e g a t i o n on your 
e l e c t i o n as Chairman of our meetings and to assure you of our f i r m d e c i s i o n to 
malee our modest c o n t r i b u t i o n to the achievement of the agreements r e q u i r e d of us 
i n our work'. 

¥e f u l l y share i n the g r i e f f e l t by a s i s t e r r e p u b l i c , the People's 
D e r o c r a t i c Republic of A l g e r i a , at the l o s s of i t s beloved l e a d e r , P r e s i d e n t Houari 
BoumedienneÇ, an'''', е'̂'̂-'̂'̂.б. l i k e to convey tl.rough ji-ou sincérese condolences from the 
Cuban R e v o l u t i o n and our f i r m d e c i s i o n to c a r r y on together the c o n s i s t e n t and 
worthy s t r a g g l e f o r a b e t t e r world, tho s t r u g g l e i n which he was a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
combatant. 

¥e a l s o wish to express our gx-atitude to a l l those who have co-operated i n 
some viay i n choosing our country to take a place i n t h i s a u ^ s t t r i b u n e and, i n 
turn^ congratulate the other c o u n t r i e s that have a l s o been s e l e c t e d f o r the f i r s t 
time to form p a r t of the group of States r e s p o n s i b l e f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
disarmament i n t h i s forum. 

Our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s a l s o go to the o l d e r members and our hope t h a t , w i t h the 
experience they have already acquired, they w i l l c o n t r i b u t e to the s u c c e s s f u l 
outcome of our labours, we are g r a t e f u l to a l l delegations which have expressed 
s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t our own country as w e l l as other States have become members of 
t h i s Committee, 
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The new members and a l s o those which have been engaged so f a r i n the task of 
a r r i v i n g at the adoption of i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments as elements of general and 
complete disarmament, can, we repeat, u n h e s i t a t i n g l y r e l y on the most determined 
support and the f i r m co-operation of the Cuban d e l e g a t i o n . 

The non-aligned and developing countries bear a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the achievement of s p e c i f i c agreements on disarmament, whence t h e i r growing 
i n t e r e s t i n t a k i n g p a r t i n the most important work being done w i t h that aim i n 
mind. This i n t e r e s t has j u s t i f i a b l y claimed the a t t e n t i o n of a l l S t a t e s . 

This r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s born of the f a c t t h a t , i n r e p r e s e n t i n g peoples b r a v e l y 
s t r u g g l i n g to overcome underdevelopment and poverty and the v e s t i g e s of centuries 
of c o l o n i a l i s t and n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n , they wish to c o n t r i b u t e as much 
as they can to the achievement of agreements which w i l l a l l o w the astronomical 
resources devoted to arms production to be used to combat the baclci/ardness, 
d e s t i t u t i o n and hunger t h a t s t i l l a f f l i c t -a l a r g e p a r t of mankind. The f a c t 
t h a t , according to estimates i n the s p e c i a l i s t p ress, the astronomical f i g u r e of 
more than-$ 5 0 0 b i l l i o n i s a l l o c a t e d to m i l i t a r y expendit-ure and t h a t , according 
to f i g u r e s given i n the North American press, the milità.ry budget of a s i n g l e 
Power — the U n i t e d States — w i l l amount to I 1 3 6 b i l l i o n by 1980, i n i t s e l f 
explavins the imperative need f o r the non-aligned and developing c o u n t r i e s to do 
e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e i r power to b r i n g about agreements that w i l l open the way to the 
d e s i r e d goal of general and complete disarmament. 

"We consider that the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l organs and forums on 
disarmament, i n general a.nd i n p a r t i c u l a r , i s not d e s i r a b l e f o r the achievement 
of our o b j e c t i v e s , since i t places a heavy f i n a n c i a l burden on our budgets and 
e n t a i l s the a p p r o p r i a t i o n of hundreds of thousands of d o l l a r s f o r t h e i r senrvicing, 
when our peoples expect the investment made i n d e f r a y i n g the cost of these 
a c t i v i t i e s and t h e i r delegations to be t r a n s l a t e d i n t o concrete and t a n g i b l e 
r e s u l t s . ' I n t h i s respect i t i s important to remember that the t e n t h s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n of the U n i t e d Nations devoted to disarmament decided that there should be 
a s i n g l e m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g forums the Committee on 
Disarmament. 
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Bea r i n g i n mind the general i n t e r e s t and a s p i r a t i o n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
coimnunity, t h i s means that our delegations must work i n e. c o n s t r u c t i v e s p i r i t 
and must t a c k l e problems d i r e c t l y , a v o i d i n g p o i n t l e s s debato i n order to focus 
a t t e n t i o n on what m,ust be our primary o b j e c t i v e : the achievement of s p e c i f i c 
agreements, i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments and t r e a t i e s on disarmejnent xihich w i l l 
solve the problems tho,t hamper the attainment of general and complete disarmament. 

At the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted to disarmamerit 
as w e l l as during the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the Disarmament Commission of the 
U n i t e d Nations and of the F i r s t Committee of the General Assembly, we heard a 
number of opinions to the e f f e c t that the main obstacle i n the way of agreements 
on disarmaraent i s the l a c k of " p o l i t i c a l w i l l " on the part of some States to set 
out on the path to a c h i e v i n g them. ¥e consider that those w h o express such 
opinions are r i g h t i n respect of some States that are vrell knovm f o r t h e i r deeds, 
but not i n respect of the others. 

For us, p o l i t i c a l w i l l i s expressed i n a frank and open p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 
nature of the problems which prevent or put obstacles i n the way of f i n d i n g the 
common denominator t h a t w i l l miake f o r agreement on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments 
under d i s c u s s i o n and the d e c i s i o n to e l i m i n a t e these problems; i n t h i s context, 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the nuclear-vreapon Pov/ers f o r making e f f e c t i v e and concrete 
p r o g r e s s . i n the sphere of general and complete disarmament i s undeniable. 

I n r e f e r r i n g to p o l i t i c a l w i l l , our d e l e g a t i o n considers i t a duty to.pay t r i b u t e 
to the- c o n s i s t e n t p o s i t i o n i n favour of disarmэлвent adopted by the S o v i e t Union 
since i t s YeTj emergence as a State — one that i s a . r e s u l t . o f i t s o\m s o c i a l 
system, which means that since i t has no economic i n t e r e s t s or c o l o n i e s or 
investments to defend or safeguard, i t has no need of v/ar. As s t a t e d by Carlos 
R a f a o l Rodriguez, the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t • o f the Council of State and M i n i s t e r s of 
Cuba, who headed the Cuban d e l e g a t i o n to the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly 
of the U n i t e d Nations devoted to disarmament, i t i s now more than h a l f a century 
since the Soviet Union spoke of the urgency of b r i n g i n g about general and complete 
disarmament. Since then, Soviet i n i t i a t i v e has been a p a r t of a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e f f o r t s aimed at disarmament. 
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In the P i n a l Document of the tenth s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament, an important place i s occupied by the Programme of A c t i o n 
uhich i s to serve as the b a s i s f o r f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s . The document i t s e l f 
e s t a b l i s h e s the p r i o r i t i e s on which the a t t e n t i o n of States seeking general and 
complete disarmament must be focused. 

The b a s i c element of disarmament p r i o r i t i e s i s to engag-e i n a c t i v i t i e s which 
w i l l prevent the u i i l e a s h i n g o f a nuclear c o n f l i c t , the dim.ensions and the 
consequences of vrhich are i n c a l c u l a b l e . I t i s vrorth remembering vrhat F i d e l Castro, 
ovjc great l e a d e r , said i n r e f e r r i n g to these weapons i n h i s r e p o r t to the 
P i r s t Congress of our Communist P a r t j : 

"ilever has the struggle f o r peace been more necessary, because n e i t h e r 
have weapons ever before been of such d e s t r u c t i v e povrer, nor have the r i s k s 
of human extermination been p o t e n t i a l l y g r e a t e r " . 
For t h i s reason the Committee on Disarmament must t a c k l e , i n a l l i t s scope 

and complexity, the need to secure i n t e m a t i o n a l agreements and instruments vrhich 
v r i l l enable manliind to l i v e vrithout f e a r of the nuclear holocatist. In t h i s 
connexion, the n e g o t i a t i o n s t a k i n g p l a c e between the nuclear-vreapon States on 
s t r a t e g i c arms l i m i t a t i o n and the p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear t e s t s cannot be ignored. 

Nuclear disarmament, described by the s p e c i a l s e ssion of the Assembly as a 
measure of the highest p r i o r i t y , must be the c e n t r a l point i n the vrork of t h i s 
Committee, vrhich has the task o f b r i n g i n g r e a l i t y to the e l i m i n a t i o n of the t h r e a t 
posed by n u c l e a r v/eapons. To t h i s end, ve have some s i g n i f i c a n t proposals on v/hich 
vre must work immediately, vrithout dela,y. 

There are a l s o proposals and s p e c i f i c r e s o l u t i o n s on the p r o h i b i t i o n of other 
types of v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . In our o p i n i o n , such a p r o h i b i t i o n must be 
made r e a l and e f f e c t i v e , v/ithout a l l o v r i n g f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s that suggest a need 
to i d e n t i f y such weapons — fox- that v/ould i n f a c t imply t h e i r very e x i s t e n c e . 

In t h i s same context, i t has to be borne i n mind that delays make f o r the 
emergence of f v i r t h e r obstacles and d i f f i c u l t i e s , such as the c r i m i n a l attempt, 
i n the face of world-vride condemnation, to produce the neutron bomb, vrhich i s not 
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only a n e v t h r e a t to the s u r v i v a l of mankind but a l s o an obstacle to the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on disarmaraent. I t i s uorth p o i n t i n g out that a proposal i s alreadj?-
i n existence? tiie d r a f t t r e a t y subaitte.^ by the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s at the most 
recent s e s s i o n of tho Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. 

The Committee must talce note of these s i t u a t i o n s so as to i d e n t i f y problems 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y and f a c i l i t a t e progress towards achievement of the i n c r e a s i n g l y 
v i t a l agreements f o r xrhich we are r e s p o n s i b l e . 

There are a l s o General Assembly proposals and suggestions, which must be d e a l t 
w i t h as a matter of p r i o r i t y , concerning chemical weapons, on whose p r o h i b i t i o n 
t h i s body has been working f o r s e v e r a l yeoxs. 

Me f i r m l y b e l i e v e that c o n d i t i o n s are b e t t e r no\i f o r the e l i m i n a t i o n of 
e x i s t i n g d i f f e r e n c e s on the conclusion of a t r e a t y b a n n i n g chemical weapons a.nd, 
i n view of the urgencj'- of the matter, vre must s t r i v e f o r i t s adoption vdthout any 
delay. 

One of the tasks of the Committee on Disarmament i s to analyse the s o - c a l l e d 
comprehensive programme of disarmament. Since the Committee cannot yet begin to 
deal vrith a l l the elements which should be included i n t h i s programme, i t should 
not remain i n a c t i v e or engage i n general debates u n t i l the united Nations Disarmament 
Commission meets i n May. Tho progress made by the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament i n t h i s matter must be talœn i n t o accovmt, even though i t may appear 
l i m i t e d . 

The Committ'^e on Disarmament, w i t h -its more modern s t r u c t u r e and w i t h the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a g r e a t e r number of c c j n t r i e c , i s expected to continue the work 
s t a r t e d and developed w i t h i n the CCD over the y e a r s , and to begin work on d r a f t s 
i n vrhich the bases have been l a i d f o r promoting- adoption of appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
instruTuents i n the f i e l d of disarmament. 

I t has to be borne i n mind i n t h i s respect t h a t , i f the goal of general 
and complete disarmament i s to be aclxLeved, there must n e c e s s a r i l y be p a r t i a l 
disarmament agreements of a b i n d i n g imture. 

\/e a l s o wish to r e f e r to the need f o r a l l nuclear-weapon States to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n our vrork. Only i n t h i s way \ r i l l i t be p o s s i b l e to guarantee the 
u n i v e r s a l i t y of the agreements r e s u l t i n g from our work and t h e i r mandatory 
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implementation. And i n t h i s context we are g r a t i f i e d by the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
France i n t l i i s Committee — a development which, i n our view, i s of major importance. 

For the a n a l y s i s of the comprehensive programme of disarmament, moreoever, i t 
u i l l be necessary to bear i n mind a l l the p o i n t s made and set out i n paragraph 1 2 5 

of the F i n a l Dociment of the s p e c i a l session devoted to disarmament concerning 
the existence of a l a r g e number of proposals, ideas and suggestions which do not 
appear i n the F i n a l Dociiment because they f a i l e d to command the necessaiy consensus 
but which have the support of a l a r g e p a r t of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

Among these i s the proposal f o r the d i s m a n t l i n g of f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y bases. 
This i s of v i t a l importance to Cuba because, as you know, the United States 
maintains a naval and a i r base i n our cdimtry, against the express w i l l of our 
Government and people, i n gross d i s r e g a r d of our sovereignty. The e l i m i n a t i o n of 
m i l i t a r y bases i n f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r y would be an e f f e c t i v e step towards the 
strengthening o f i n t e m a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . Our de l e g a t i o n v j i l l v/ork f o r t h i s i n 
the Committee. 

In d e a l i n g w i t h these questions, we cannot overlook the r i g h t of peoples and 
States to possess the vreapons they r e q u i r e i n the str u g g l e f o r t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n , and f o r the defence of t h e i r sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . 

The s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament e s t a b l i s h e d 
t h e ' p r i o r i t i e s that e x i s t on t h i s s u b j e c t , vrhich'Чге must bear i n mind vrhen we 
come to d i s c u s s s p e c i f i c p r oposals. 

On the other hand, the General Assembly, at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , adopted 
various r e s o l u t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g s p e c i f i c suggestions concerning the v/ork of the 
Committee. These suggestions, coming" as they did immediately a f t e r the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n , r e f l e c t , i n the highest degree, the concern produced by the s p e c i a l session 
and take a.ccount of many of the ideas presented at that time. 

We have before us various important documents vrhich have al r e a d y been p a r t l y 
discussed i n the CCD, and i t i s to be hoped that v/e s h a l l be able to d e a l vrith them 
from a nev/ angle and a new p e r s p e c t i v e . 

I t i s a l s o to be hoped that v/e s h a l l soon have before us a t e x t on the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of nuc l e a r vreapon t e s t s vrhich v d l l g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e our task and 
permit the p r e p a r a t i o n of other r e l a t e d instruments. 
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In recent times, the p o s s i h i l i b y of the neutron homo, as a s i n g u l a r l y inhumane 
weapon of mass extermination, has shoxm that i t i s i n c r e a s i n g l y urgent to conclude 
a t r e a t y on p r o h i b i t i o n of the developmc-t and manufacture of ne\i types of weapons 
o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n and new systems of such weapons. 

¥e have before us the p r i o r i t y task of preventing advances i n science and 
technology from c o n t r i b u t i n g to the emergence of weapons of t h i s type. I f \те are 
not up to t h i s task, nobody can p r e d i c t what x / i l l happen i n the f u t u r e . 

The l a s t point to which my d e l e g a t i o n -srould l i k e to аталт at tent i o n 1G also 
contained i n the Pina] Docu'-^ont ^ f the c p e c i a l sor.sion on disarmaraent. Since the 
Committee's d e c i s i o n s \ r i l l be teicen by consensus, the instruments r e s u l t i n g from 
our vrork V i l l i f i n d broad acceptance and be s u f f i c i e n t l y e f f e c t i v e . 

I n disarmament questions, the t a k i n g of d e c i s i o n s by consensus i s of fundamental 
importance, s i n c e i f they are not taken i n t h i s xray any agreement adopted could 
become a dead l e t t e r and be completely i n e f f e c t i v e . This f a c t places a twofold 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on us, i n that \re s h a l l have bo r e c o n c i l e a l l i n t e r e s t s i n a r e a l i s t i c 
a n d r o b j e c t i v e manner so thab each task undertaken culminates i n the success we a l l 
d e s i r e . 

I n vievr of the complex nature of disarmament problems and of t h e i r impact on 
the n a t i o n a l sovereignty of each Stabe, there can be no s o l u t i o n to them imless the 
p a r t i e s to the n e g o t i a t i o n s reach f i r m agreements by means of consensus, p o s s i b l y 
i n c l u d i n g the mandatory element that i s r e q u i r e d . 

Ijy d e l e g a t i o n now a f f i r m s i t s commitment bo vrork i n t h i s body toward.s the 
accomplishment of i t s mandate, " i t h a v i e i ' to o f f e r i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
a l l the i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments i t i s p o s s i b l e to produce so as to f a c i l i t a t e 
achievement of general and complete disarmament, i m i c h i s our u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e . 

This supreme o b j e c t i v e of ours i n the matter of disarmament i s consistent v/ith 
Cuba's noble concept of peace, vdiich i s an e s s e n t i a l r e q u i s i t e f o r c r e a t i v e v/ork, 
whose g l o r y x/as e x t o l l e d by our P r e s i d e n t , Comrade F i d e l Castro, i n the speech he 
made at the solemn session of the n a t i o n a l Assembly of Peoples' Pox/er to commemorate 
the tv/entieth anniversary of the v i c t o r y of the R e v o l u t i o n . ( l quote); 
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"To develop a country and b u i l d s o c i a l i s m i s much more d i f f i c u l t than to win 
a r e v o l u t i o n a r y vrar. ' The l a t t e r may take years, but the former i s a task 
s t r e t c h i n g ever decades. Yet v i c t o r i e s i n work are m.:ch nobler than v i c t o r i e s 
i n war, vrhich are alvrays vron at the p r i c e of blood. The g l o r i e s of war, 
although j u s t , may be forg-otten and, f o r the revolutiona.ry, they have no meaning 
except as a b i t t e r instrument of l i b e r t y . The g l o r i e s of work are e t e r n a l . 
Had manicind been j u s t i t would have erected more monuments to vrark than to 
f e a t s of arms. But vrork has i t s ovm undying monument, namely, progress and 
human c r e a t i o n and t h e i r unlcnoxm heroes — the s e l f l e s s masses of the people; 
although t o f i g h t , van and d i e f o r a j u s t cause i s a l s o the form i n vdvich 
expression must sometimes be given to the noble vrork of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s v i t h 
irhich pages of unsurpassable s e l f l e s s n e s s and grandeur are v r r i t t e n and the 
e v e r l a s t i n g monument of progress constructed". 
Cuba's i d e a of peace and the importance attached to i t by our Pievolution have 

been embodied i n i t s fundamental la\r, the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the Republic, which vras 
approved a f t e r thorough d i s c u s s i o n by our people throughout the l e n g t h and breadth 
of the country, and of v/hich a r t i c l e 1 2 i n c l u d e s the f o l l o v i n g p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n , 
( l quote): 

"The R e p u b l i c of Cuba? 
" S h a l l viork f o r an honourable and l a s t i n g peace based on respect f o r the 
independence and sovereignty of peoples and t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e n n i n a t i o n : 
" S h a l l base i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s on the p r i n c i p l e s of e q u a l i t y of 

. r i g h t s , the sovereignty and independence of S t a t e s , and mutual i n t e r e s t " i 
With t h i s p r o v i s i o n r e a f f i r m e d i n the e x t e r n a l p o l i c y of the Cuban Re v o l u t i o n , 

we come to t h i s Committee v i t h optimism and i n the c o n v i c t i o n t h a i i t xrlll make 
progress along the road towards t u r n i n g the a s p i r a t i o n s of peoples f o r general and 
complete disarmament i n t o a r e a l i t y . 



a D / p v . 4 

1 5 

I-Ь.-. FEimSOH (Canada) г Seventeen years a g o , on I9 Harch I962, the head of 
the Canadian d e l e g a t i o n to the new IG-nation Committee on Disarmaaiient addressed i t 
f o r the f i r s t time. He made a snecirT point of x;olconing the e i g h t nev momhers and 
expressed the hope that t h e i r presence would " a s s i s t m a t e r i a l l y i n the search f o r 
e a r l y agreement" and i n avoiding the stalemates of the past. He went on to note 
other reasons which ga^ve hope f o r e a r l y progress towards agreements these included 
endorsement by the Genera.l Assembly of a set of b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s on disarmament, 
e x p e c t a t i o n that the r e a l l o c a t i o n o f sone of the resources then devoted to 
expenditures on armaments Lo the r a i s i n g o f l i v i n g standards xrould g r e a t l y improve 
these standards, ax/arenoss from past experience of tiie grave consequences of the 
f a i l u r e o f n e g o t i a t i o n s and, f i n a l l y , f e a r of the groi/ing power of modern vrea»pons. 

I do not repeat these hopes of 1962 i n order to discourage the expectations of 
the e i g h t new members i n 1979- Canada s i n c e r e l y welcomes these members and b e l i e v e s 
t h e i r presence w i l l indeed be of p o s i t i v e b e n e f i t to our VOTIÍ. May I talœ note i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , Ibr. Chairman, of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d record which your country and you 
y o u r s e l f have e s t a b l i s h e d at the United Nations. I wish o n l y to remind a l l of us, 
o l d as л;е11 as new, t h a t the arguments i n fa,vour of disarmament are \ r e l l Icnovm. 
Uo might v e i l ask whether anything has happened i n th-ose past 17 years to j u s t i f y a 
s i m i l a r optimism today. P a r t of the answer roay bo found i n the f a c t t h a t , of eight 
area,s of p o s s i b l e agreement vhiich the Canadian d e l e g a t i o n s i n g l e d out i n 19б2, 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i n f i v e areas na,ve a c t u a l l y l e d to a^greemont, p a r t i a l or otherxíise. 
But there has been f a i l u r e i n tho most c n e i a l areas of n u c l e a r and conventional 
disarmament, and we are s t i l l v/aiting f o r ohe l e s u l t s o f 'опе n e g o t i a t i o n s on a 
comprehensive t e s t ban and a ban o f chemical weapons. Perhaps i t i s time f o r t l i i s 
Committee a.g'ain to resume i t s e f f o r t s to reach agreement on chemical weapons i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 

N egotiations on disarmament c l e a r l y cannot malee s u b s t a n t i a l progress unless a l l 
the nuclear-we apon Po\,'ers p a r t i c i p a t e . The United States and the USSR have s p e c i a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , r e f l e c t i n g the dominance they have achieved i n the development of 
s t r a t e g i c weapons, but there are l i m i t s beyond tíMch they are u n l i k e l y to reach 
agreement i f other major m i l i t a r y Powers stand aside. Ue express the hope, 
t h e r e f o r e , that China v i l l soon f o l l o t r the exa.mple of Prance and talce i t s seat at 
t h i s t a b l e . 

Of a l l the i s s u e s that have been examined or r e f e r r e d to t h i s Committee, none 
has been assigned nor i s l i k e l y to be g i v e n higher p r i o r i t y than those concerned w i t h 
n u c l e a r weapons. Paragraph 4 5 of the P i n a l Document of tho United Nations s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament makes t h i s abundantly c l e a r . 
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This p r i o r i t y i s not new. The nuclear age i s novi o l d e r than raost people a i i v e , 

But p.,s the years pass the c o n t r a i S t Between ever-more s o p h i s t i c a t e d arid e f f i c i e n G 
wea.pons and the f a r l u r e of e f f o r t s to c o n t r o l c r e l i m i n a t e tnem hecomes mo.ie ohvious. 
Only the I f o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty stands cut as a r e a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t m u l t i l a t e r a J arms 
c o n t r o l nea.sure i n the n u c l e a r f i e l d . Yet even here, the P i n a l Bocument of the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n took s i x f u l l pare,graphs on t h i s general subject to achieve the c o r r e c t 
batanee of viev/s to which a l l nations could subscribe. 

îfuclear issues are not the only ones, as the P i n a l Document also recognizes,. 
But i f the nuclear-we apon Powers arc a b l e to ccnurul t h e s e x-reapons, the i n c e n t i v e f o r 
the non-nuclear-weapon States to forego any o p t i o n to acquire such weapons x - / i l l be 
g r e a t l y strengthened. To ho,ve a l a s t i n g and more p o s i t i v e e f f e c t ui3on world s e c u r i t y , 
the concept of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n must be a p p l i e d ,more exi-en-handeddy to both i t s 
h o r i z o n t a l and v e r t i c a J dimensions, B ' n l e D S there i s movement i n t h i s important f i e l d , 
i t w i l l be (1 to breathe new l i f e i n t o the arms c o n t r o l and disaa-'-rr.a.mont process-

In t h i s perspective- Ganada b e l i e v e s that negotiatioj.vS i n t h i s Gommittee on 
nuclear questions must be d i r e c t e d pri,marily toxrards the g o a t of a c h i e v i n g a 
comprehensive t e s t ban t r e a t y . Vfe v/elcomed the s t a r t c f the d i s c u s s i o n s i n 1 9 7 7 ? as 
i t ,marked the f i r s t concerted attempt by nuclear-x-ioapon States to reach such an 
agreement since the s i g n i n g of the P a r t i a J Test Ban Treaty i n 1 9 б З ' Me r e a J i z e d t h a t 

the a c h i e v e F i e n t of a comprehensive t e s t ban x-rould not be r a p i d , since \re agreed t h a t 

measures of xrorif i c a t i o n ir.ust be such t h a t a l l States could be reasonably c e r t a i n that 
others were l i v i n g up to the terms of the pgreement. Yet '.-e are disappoin-bx.. by •^"•г 

rate of progress of the n e g o t i a t i o n s . The establishment of a f u l l y - t f s t e d xrorld data 
exchange system to which a l l of u s can c o n t r i b u t e could be one of the most e.ffectixro 
methods a^vailable to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community f o r s e t t i n g up a comprehensive t e s t 
ban regime. Let us be c l e a r , however; t h a t proble,m.s of v e r i f i c a t i o n are a .matter of 
judge.ment, not of t e c h r t c a l p e r f e c t i o n . 

Seen another xmy, a t e s t b a n could be a„chieved by uirLlaoteral d e c l a r a t i o n s to that 
e f f e c t by the nuclear-weapon States themselves. We do n o t ' p r e f e r that approach f o r 
tx/o reason.^', P i r s t , x/e b e l i e v o t h a t , to have any l a s t i n g e f f e c t ^ a t e s t ban should be 
of such d u r a t i o n that i t begins .a-nd continues to have a neg-otix/з impo.ct on dex'elcpment 
of nex-r wea-pons. Such an achievement, hoxíover, could be c a l l e d i n t o question i f a ban 
does not go beyond sim.ply .moving nuclear t e s t i n g i n t o an i n t e r m i t t e n t tj.me frame. 
Secondly, i f future s t o p S ; such s.s the comprehensive t o s t ban, ore to be more 
exron-hajided i n both the v e r t i c a l and h o r i z o n t a l dimensions of non--prolifera-tion, the 
non-nuclear-weapon States should have a substantive input i n t o t h e f i n a l t r e a t y , so 
t h a t i t has a g o o d chance of becoming- u n i v e r s a l , and a - l l c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s -onder^'tand 
t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s under i t . 
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A second measure to which'we atta.ch importance i s a ban on the production, of 
f i s s i o n a b l e m,aterial f o r weapons purposes or other nuclear explosive devices. The 
General Assembly of the United Nations, at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , agreed by a large 
m a j o r i t y that t h i s proposal had at l a s t come of age. Previous formulations of the 
concept concentrated almost e x c l u s i v e l y on the impact such a t r e a t y or convention would 
have on the nuclear-vreapon States.. In o u r view, however, the General Assembly, i n 
r e q u e s t i n g t h i s Committee to consider t h i s proposal at a n a,ppropriate stage, vras r i g h t 
to put i t i n the context o f v e r i f i a b l e and u n i v e r s a l l y b i n d i n g c o n t r o l s to be 
implemented on a non-discrimina,tcry b a s i s . 

Thus, ray d e l e g a t i c n views t h i s proposal as anoth^er i n vriiich to enhance the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime. Indeed, a, t r e a t y e q u a l l y a p p l i c a b l e to 
nuclear-vreapon States and non-nuclear-vreapon States would, i n conjunction г/ith a 

Comprehensive Test Ban, p r o g r e s s i v e l y c o n t r o l the dynamics of nuclear competition, and 
could, i f the -nuclear-vrea,pon States agreed, prevent the expansion of e x i s t i n g s t o c k p i l e s 
f o r use i n developing nev/ nuclear vreapons systems ba,sed on knov,n technology. V/e vrould 
then ha.ve gone a l o n g way tov/ard b r i n g i n g the nuclear arms race i n both i t s v e r t i c a l 
and h o r i z o n t a l dimensions to a h a l t . 

V/e f u r t h e r b e l i e v e tha.t, to be r e a l i s t i c and e f f e c t i v e , the nuclear-wea.pon States 
must f i r s t agree on v,ra.ys i n v/hich such a t r e a t y can be v e r i f i e d . To t h i s end, 
r e s o l u t i o n A / 3 5 / 9 1 H i d e n t i f i e s f u l l - s c o p e safeguards, on a n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y b a s i s , 
e.s the e s s e n t i a l mechoxiism by v/hich adequate v e r i f i c a t i o n ma.y be a,chieved. .Canada., f o r 
i t s p a r t , v / i l l continue to explore various aspects and methods of v r e r i f i c a t i o n of such 
an ag-reement w i t h a view to ta.bling, at a n appropriate stage, the t e x t of a d r a f t t r e a t y . 

СапзДа looks for^/zard to the c o n c l u s i o n o f the second stage of the S t r a t e g i c Arras 
L i m i t a t i o n Talks and the beginning of v/hat i s nev/ g e n e r a l l y recognized as the next 
stage i n a c o n t i n u i n g process. The r e s u l t s e f the present stage of the n e g o t i a t i o n s are 
o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t because they i n v o l v e o r look fori.vard to two f u r t h e r measures f o r 
reducing nuclear a r m s ; ceiling's o n s t r a t e g i c weapons systems v/hich may e v e n t u a t l y lead 
to a slowing i n the grovrth o f m i l i t a r y spending o n new s t r a t e g i c nuclear v/ea,pon systeras 
and, i n time, i t i s hoped, an agreement to stop f l i g h t - t e s t i n g so as to r e s t r a i n 
f u r t h e r developraent of nev/ s t r a t e g i c d e l i v e r y v e h i c l e s . 

S t i l l another wa.y to strengthen the n o n - - p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime i s e x e m p l i f i e d by 
negative s e c u r i t y guarantees. The Committee nov/ has before i t under t h i s heading the 
u n i l a t e r a i a^ssurances of the various nuclear-v/eapon. States v/ith respect to the 
c o n d i t i o n s which they f e e l .must -pertain before they vrould preclude the use c f t h e i r 
n u c l e a r v/eapons a.galnst non-nuclear-v/eg,pon S t a t e s . These assurances are made i n the 
context of r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s v.tth respect to self-defence under the Charter 
of the United Nations. V/e support such assurances because they constl'tute, i n p a r t , 
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a r e c o g n i t i o n Ъу the nuclear-wea.pon States that the N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty i s not 
e n t i r e l y even-handed i n i t s treatment o f nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon States, 
and that any step towards r e d r e s s i n g t h i s balance streng-thens the Treaty by p r o v i d i n g 
i t w i t h g r e a t e r e q u i t y . 

We are not e n t i r e l y convinced that these e s s o n t i a t l y unenforceable and d i f f e r i n g 
negative promises can be convertod i n t o a l e g a l l y b i n d i n g form; a t the very l e a s t the 
nuclear-wea.pcn States would ha.ve to a,gree on the form of guarantee that they pxe making. 
The format o f a t r e a t y does not lend i t s e l f to the sole purpose o f rec o r d i n g u n i l a t e r a l 
promises, and the o b l i g a t i o n not to use nuclear weapons would a.pply only to those who 
possess nuclea,r weapons. The search f o r a common formula w i l l r e q u i r e on the paxt of 
the nuclear-we apon States the cojrçful exa,mination of sxij common elements of t h e i r 
i n d i v i d u a l assurances. 

They can be a s s i s t e d i n t h i s task by the Comraittee on Disarmament. TITO r e s o l u t i o n s 
adopted by the General Assembly a t i t s la,st s e s s i o n i n e f f e c t request our Committee to 
consider the, proposals xrhich vrere submitted during the d i s c u s s i o n s on t h i s issue and to 
r e p o r t . We b e l i e v e that t h i s Committee cculd p l a y a u s e f u l r o l e i n examining the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f achieving a common formula which could be acceptable to a l l nucl e a r -
weapon States and which would s a t i s f y the demands of non-nuclear-weapon Sta t e s . I f 
p r e l i m i n a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the question revealed that there were, i n f a c t , elements 
of p o s s i b l e a^greeraent on such a question, we cculd thon envisage the establishment of 
a vrorking group to pursue the sub j e c t . 

Apart from a s s i g n i n g some of the foregoing s p e c i f i c nuclea,r i s s u e s to t h i s 
n e g o t i a t i n g body, the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n c a l l e d f o r the 
i n i t i a t i o n of a wide-ranging l i s t o f disarmajnent and arras c o n t r o l studies r e c o g n i z i n g , 
i n t e r a l i a . , t hat g l o b a l e f f o r t s towards disa,rmaraent can u s e f u l l y be supplemented by 
r e g i o n a l a,pproaches. The r e s u l t s of these s t u d i e s could prove u s e f u l to our own 
e f f o r t s . I wish to endorse the Secretary-General'r: errpho,sis on the im.portance of 
developing a. comprehensive a^pproach to studieb on disaxraament and the need tc r e l a t e 
them to a s t r a t e g y f o r disarmament and to n e g o t i a t i o n s towards the implementation of 
that s t r a t e g y . I t ma,y w e l l be that studies commissioned f o r a. broader d e l i b e r a t i v e 
f u n c t i o n w i l l provide valuable background and even suggest d i r e c t i o n s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
but we should not h e s i t a t e i n t h i s body to i n i t i a t e our own st u d i e s of the s i n g u l a r or 
re c u r r e n t problems associated w i t h s p e c i f i c a-greements. 

One area, whore t n i s p o i n t i s already i m p l i c i t l y recognized i s i n the f i e l d of 
v e r i f i c a t i o n ; s p e c i f i c a l l y , tho a p p l i c a t i o n of the science o f seismology as i t r e l a t e s 
to the monitoring of a comprehensivo t o s t ban t r e a t y . As the head o f the Canadian 
delega,tion stated i n 1 9 6 2 s ' i n the o p i n i o n c f my d e l e g a t i o n , the best vray to axhieve 
a r e a l i s t i c s o l u t i o n of the problem of v e i i f i c a t i o n i s to avoid a h s t r a x t debates on the 
word ' v e r i f i c a t i o n ' . I n s t e i d , ther':^ should be c a r e f u l examina,tion of ea.ch measure of 
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disarmament together w i t h the s p e c i f i c v e r i f i c a , t i o n procedures ... needed f o r that 
measure". The a p p l i c a b i l i t y of t h i s suggested negotiating" technique i s j u s t as v a l i d 
today, and i t i s our i n t e n t i o n l a t e r t h i s year to ta,ble a paper summarizing- various 
v e r i f i c a t i o n proposals f o r d i f f e r e n t disarmament and arms c o n t r o l mea.sures, which we 
hope w i l l a s s i s t t h i s Committee i n a,chieving i t s goals. 

S i m i l a r l y , any tendency to b l u r the l i n e s between the n e g o t i a t i n g f u n c t i o n of 
t h i s Committee and the d e l i b e r a t i v e f u n c t i o n of the Disarraament Commission w i l l o n l y 
l e a d to confusion. Both bodies, while remaining d i s t i n c t i v e , must p l a y t h e i r part i n 
a comprehensive s t r a t e g y but the programme f o r such a sti-ategy, i n ouy view, could most 
conveniently be discussed i n the Commission. I t v i l l i be f o r t h i s Committee to focus on 
the s p e c i f i c eleiœnts of any ag-reed s t r a t e g y and f i n d v/ays f o r b r i n g i n g them i n t o f o r c e . 

PinoJ-ly, i t would be l o g i c a l to assume that one of the f i r s t items on our agenda 
v / i l l be the settlement of procedures to a i d us i n our work. I b e l i e v e t h a t the t i m e l y 
and very u s e f u l suggestions put forward i n the l e t t e r o f 4 January 1 9 7 9 from the 
A s s i s t a n t Secretary-General f o r the Centre f o r Disarmament v / i l l be of assistance to us 
i n t h i s regard. Our best r u l e o f thumb гЛ t h i s stage i s to provide ourselves w i t h a 
f l e x i b l e mode of coming to g r i p s w i t h "our workloa.d and to a.void r i g i d s t r u c t u r e s which 
c o n s t r i c t our a b i l i t y to respond to the p a r t i c u l a r requirements of each n e g o t i a t i o n . 
With l a r g e r numbers of p a r t i c i p a n t s , a g r e a t e r degree of i n f o r m a l i t y might prove 
h e l p f u l . Furthermore, some formula v/hereby more concentrated e x p e r t i s e might be brought 
to bear on s p e c i f i c problems on an ad hoc b a s i s , v/ithout i n any way i n h i b i t i n g the f u l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of member States should they so v/ish, could w e l l prove the most productive 
v/ay of proceeding, 

I have d e l i b e r a t e l y concentrated these remarks on nuclear weapons. The c o n t r o l 
and r e d u c t i o n of n u c l e a r v/eapon systems i s the g r e a t e s t challenge we face, although my 
Government i s s t r o n g l y of the view t h a t the c o n t r o l of conventional weapons cannot be 
ignored by t h i s Committee, We would l i k e to see n e g o t i a t i o n s on a l l i s s u e s of arms 
c o n t r o l and disarmament proceed a,s circumstances permit. I t i s tempting to b e l i e v e , as 
the B r i t i s h statesman Lloyd George once remarked, that you cannot cross a cha„sm i n two 
jumps. That i s the a l l or nothing approach to disarmajnent. I t i s c o r r e c t i n the sense 
that i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y cannot be a^ssured by any one category of measures, whether 
they be arms c o n t r o l , disarmament, defence a l l i a n c e s , d e c l a r a t i o n s of i n t e n t , codes of 
beha.viour or i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace-keeping f o r c e s . But i n a. world which i s r a p i d l y 
a c q u i r i n g the c a p a c i t y f o r s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n , our immediate g o a l must be s e l f -
p r e s e r v a t i o n , not p e r f e c t s e c u r i t y . I f v/e cannot cross the cha.sm i n one jump, the 
a l t e r n a t i v e i s to b u i l d a b r i d g e . The F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n i s not a 
bajd d e s i g n f o r such a b r i d g e , but i t cannot be b u i l t q u i c k l y or a l l at once. Let us do 
what we can with the m a t e r i a l s at hand, remembering what l i e s below. 



C D / P V . 4 
20 

Mr. PISHEPL- (United States of America) s This occasion symholizes the 
i n c r e a s i n g l y a c t i v e r o l e of the e n t i r e community of nations i n the processes,of arms 
c o n t r o l and disarmament, the success of which i s so c r i t i c a l to the peace and s e c u r i t y 
of a l l of us. I would l i k e to j o i n i n welcoming the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of those 
Governments who were not a t t h i s t a h l e l a s t year, and to say how much we l o o k forv/ard 
to vrorking V i i t h you, and w i t h a l l the others present here, i n e x p l o r i n g our common 
i n t e r e s t s and our common goals . The presence of so many d i s t i n g u i s h e d statesmen and 
diplomats i s witness to the high hopes the world places i n t h i s hody. 

What I propose to do t h i s afternoon i s to t e l l you why my Goveiranent i s 
convinced t h a t t h i s forum i s so e s s e n t i a l to the p u r s u i t of our coimnon goals, and then 
to d i s c u s s the approach the United States i s t a k i n g i n pursuing those goals. 

We a l l are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y aware that the i n h a b i t a n t s of t h i s small planet 
are more and more dependent on each other f o r the n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e ; f o r our supply 
of foods and f i b r e s , f o r our s h r i n k i n g non-renev/able energj^ resources, f o r a l i v a b l e 
environment. I n no other area, however, are we so e n t i r e l y dependent on each other 
as i n the avoidance of i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t — c o n f l i c t that always holds the 
t e r r i b l e danger of e s c a l a t i o n i n t o t h e r r o n u o l e a r holocaust. C o n f l i c t anywhere i n the 
vrorld can threaten a l l of us, and heighten the p o t e n t i a l f o r c o n f l i c t among the 
nuclear-v/eapon Powers. 

The Committee on Disarmament has a m.ajor r o l e to p l a y i n h e l p i n g to reduce the 
tensions that l e a d to c o n f l i c t because i t can a r t i c u l a t e the i n t e r e s t s of a l l 
Governments concerned, and i t can help to i n c o r p o r a t e them, ir+.o the language of 
workable agreements. I want to s t r e s s t h i s p o i n t i n c o n t r a s t i n g the r o l e of the 
Committee on Disarmament v i t h the r o l e of tho otber major m u l t i l e i e r a l disarmament 
body, the United Nations Disarmament Commission, vrhich was designed as a d e l i b e r a t i v e , 
r a t h e r than э. n e g o t i a t i n g body. Both bodies provide the opportunity f o r Governments 
to sha-re w i t h each other t h e i r views and concerns, to t e s t t h e i r p o s i t i o n s i n 
vigorous m.ultinational debate.and to explore m.utual values i n an e f f o r t to narrow 
d i f f e r e n c e s on d i v i s i v e i s s u e s . But the n e g o t i a t i n g body has a l s o to be able to 
meet the challenge of f i n d i n g ways to b r i d g e d i f f e r e n c e s so that e f f e c t i v e agreements 
can be achieved. 
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Our predecessor bodies have always func t i o n e d under the r u l e of consensus. We 
are committed to do l i k e w i s e , and p r o p e r l y so. I t may be u s e f u l at t h i s time to 
r e f l e c t on the s i g n i f i c a n c e of tho consensus p r i n c i p l e . C l e a r l y , i n a m u l t i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i n g forum, a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s are f r e e to express t h o i r opinions, and any 
r e s t r a i n t on that freedom of expression can only serve to poison the atmosphere. 
But, by the same token, a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s must recognize two f a c t o r s a f f e c t i n g 
d e c i s i o n makings 

P i r s t , some p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l have a more v i t a l i n t e r e s t i n p a r t i c u l a r 
agreements than other, p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l . The v i e w s and concerns of those s p e c i a l l y 
i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i c i p a n t s must n e c e s s a r i l y , i n the r e a l world, be given greater 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

Second, a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s must bear i n mind that the views of the overwhelming 
m a j o r i t y on a p a r t i c u l a r question c a r r y s p e c i a l weight, and should l e a d the m i n o r i t y 
members to consider t h e i r p o s i t i o n s c a r e f u l l y . 

The r u l e s of ordered l i b e r t y are the essence of the p r i n c i p l e of consensus 
on which the work of t h i s body was founded. 

Let me t u r n now to the views of the United States on the substantive issues 
that are our common concern. 

Our o b j e c t i v e should be to strengthen the s e c u r i t y of a l l peoples and n a t i o n s . 
No n a t i o n can be expected to support an agreement that puts i t s s e c u r i t y at r i s k . 
I am sure, however, that you share my c o n v i c t i o n that through the various mechanisms 
that are a v a i l a b l e to us, of which t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g forum i s i n the f r o n t rank, 
we can devise arms c o n t r o l and disarmament measures that c o n t r i b u t e to the r e s t r a i n t 
of armaments and enhance the general s e c u r i t y . 

In t h i s regard i t i s n a t u r a l that the major, but by no means the e x c l u s i v e , 
preoccupation of the United States has been w i t h the problem of c o n t r o l l i n g n u c l e a r 
armaments. My countiy shares the view that has often been expressed i n i n t e m a t i o n a l 
disarmament d i s c u s s i o n s and was s p e l l e d out i n the P i n a l Document of the 
United Nations General Assembly's s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament, that among 
genuine measures of disarmament, e f f e c t i v e measures of n u c l e a r disarmament and 
the prevention of n u c l e a r war have the highest p r i o r i t y . The o b l i g a t i o n s of the 
nuclear-weapon Powers i n the e f f o r t to h a l t and then reverse the growth of n u c l e a r 
arsenals are c l e a r l y expressed i n A r t i c l e VI of the NPT. The United States i s w e l l 
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aware of these o b l i g a t i o n s and i s e x e r t i n g i t s best e f f o r t s to meet them, as I w i l l 
o u t l i n e f o r you i n a moment. I take p a r t i c u l a r note of the f a c t that i t w^s a 
predecessor of t h i s forum — the EightOLn-ITition Disaraam'-^nt Committee — that was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r producing the t e x t of tho N o n - P r o l i f o r a t i o n Trenty, i n c l u d i n g 
a r t i c l e VI. 

As the nuclear-weapon States have s p c c i p l r c s p o n s i b i l i t i o s w i t h respoct to 
n u c l e a r weapons, so з 1 1 States hav- r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s w i t h respect to l i m i t s on 
non-nuclear weapons. Although theso r e s p o n s i b i l i t i o s bear moro h e a v i l y , perhaps, 
on those States that are the p r i n c i p a l suppli..,rs of the non-nucloar weapons that 
make up $0 per cent cf the world's a r s e n a l s , e f f e c t i v e l i m . i t a t i o n i s not p o s s i b l e 
without co-operation bctv/ecn s u p p l i e r s and r e c i p i e n t s . In t h i s area, too, my 
country i s f u l l y aware of i t s o b l i g a t i o n s and i s t a k i n g a c t i o n to meet them. 

Returning to the question of b r i n g i n g nuclear arsenals under c o n t r o l , I am 
happy to bo able to report that the United States and the Soviet Union are close 
to r e s o l v i n g the remaining issues that stand i n the way of a SALT I I ag^reomcnt. 
This agreement w i l l e s t a b l i s h c e i l i n g s on a l l major categories of s t r a t e g i c 
n u c l e a r d e l i v e r y systems of tho two s i d e s . I t w i l l a l s o i n i t i a t e the process of 
reducing the o v e r - a l l number of such syetc-ras. In a d d i t i o n , important q u a l i t a t i v e 
c o n s t r a i n t s w i l l be imposed on the f u r t h e r development of tho n u c l e a r arsenals of 
the two p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

Let me s t r e s s that t h i s agreement not only b u i l d s — and b u i l d s very • 
considerably — u-^on th^. f i r s t 1 9 7 2 Agréer,ents, but a l s o commits both sides to a 
process XNThich wo f i r m l y expect w i l l y i e l d f u r t h e r and more oxtonsivo agreements 
i n the f u t u r e , Indeod, i n conj-unction w i t h t h i s agreement, tho two sides have 
stated t h e i r i n t e n t i o n to pursue f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s aimed at s e c u r i n g s i g n i f i c a n t 
a d d i t i o n a l reductions of thu-ir s t r a t e g i c arsenals and at imposing f u r t h e r 
q u a l i t a t i v e c o n s t r a i n t s on these a r s e n a l s . Moreover, wc are aware of the m i l i t a r y 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of current and p o t e n t i a l modcmizod long-range theatre n u c l e a r systems, 
and are examining t h e i r p o t e n t i a l relevance and s u s c e p t i b i l i t y to arms c o n t r o l . 

Some may r e g r e t that the SALT I I agreement i s not ov^n moro f a r - r e a c h i n g i n 
i t s impact. Lot m,u emphasize tho importance of viewing SALT I I as j u s t one step, 
although a considerable one, m tho p r o c j s s of b r i n g i n g n u c l e a r vreapons under 
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c o n t r o l ; i t i s not, admittedly, the end of the s t o r y . However, we are convinced 
that the agreement we envisage represents not only a major step toward the e f f e c t i v e 
c o n t r o l of n u c l e a r arms but a l s o a landmark achiovement f o r arms c o n t r o l and 
disarmament i n general. We t r u s t i t w i l l servo as a c a t a l y s t f o r progress i n other 
areas as w e l l . 

In p a r a l l e l w i t h tho SALT e f f o r t , we and our Soviet and B r i t i s h n e g o t i a t i n g 
partners are pushing ahead toward r e s o l u t i o n of issues standing i n the way of 
t r i l a t e r a l agreement on a comprehensivo t e s t ban. 

As the United Kingdom r e p r e s e n t a t i v e has noted, s u b s t a n t i a l progress has been 
made i n the CTB n e g o t i a t i o n s d u r i n g the past year. The three delegations have 
agreed t h a t the t r e a t y w i l l p r o h i b i t a l l n u c l e a r weapons t e s t s i n a l l environments 
and w i l l be of f i x e d d u r a t i o n . An i n t e g r a l l y r e l a t e d p r o t o c o l w i l l impose â  
moratorium on peaceful n u c l e a r explosions. 

A fundamental issue i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s has been v e r i f i c a t i o n of compliance. 
Although agreement i n p r i n c i p l e has been reached on a number of v e r i f i c a t i o n 
measures, many c r i t i c a l t e c h n i c a l d e t a i l s remain to be r e s o l v e d . 

The next round of CTB n e g o t i a t i o n s w i l l be s t a r t i n g s h o r t l y . We w i l l bo 
doing our utmost to f i n d ways to b r i n g these n e g o t i a t i o n s to a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion 
at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date, r e c o g n i z i n g that success means l a y i n g the b a s i s f o r 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention which commands the widest p o s s i b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l support 
and which i s both comprehensive i n i t s a p p l i c a t i o n and v e r i f i a b l e i n i t s execution. 

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community has a l s o d i s p l a y e d s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n our 
n e g o t i a t i o n s aimed at a c h i e v i n g a p r o h i b i t i o n on chemical xveapons and munitions 
and the means of t h e i r production. Achievement of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention 
banning chemical weapons would be a s i g n a l accomplishment since i t would be a true 
disarmament measure e l i m i n a t i n g completely a whole c l a s s of v/eapons capable of 
d e s t r o y i n g human beings on a massive s c a l e . 

I t would a l s o be a disarmament measure that would have d i r e c t consequences f o r 
many c o u n t r i e s , whether or not they possess chemical weapons, since an e f f e c t i v e 
world-wide agreement i m p l i e s a c e r t a i n measure of c o n t r o l over chemical production 
c a p a b i l i t i e s wherever they may bo l o c a t e d . This element makes a CW convention a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y appropriate arms c o n t r o l measure f o r m u l t i l a t e r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
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The unique c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of a han on CV/, however, a l s o iriake the n e g o t i a t i o n 
of an agreement e:it ra o r d i n a r i l y con!plicatc_d. The n e g o t i a t i ns v/e have had w i t h the 
Soviet Union aimed at producing a j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e on 0¥ heve made progress and we 
w i l l be resuming then s h o r t l y . But I would be l e s s than candid i f 1 were to 
minimize the d i f f i c u l t i e s t hat s t i l l rem.ain. In t h i s area, too, v;e are very 
conscious of the impatience w i t h v/hich you -av/ait our l o n g hoped-for i n i t i a t i v e . 

In our e f f o r t s to achieve b i l s t e r a l agreement on the elements of a t r e a t y 
banning r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons we acpear to be c l o s e r to succt.ss. M i i l e the threat 
of r a d i o l o g i c a l vreapons i s more p o t e n t i a l than a c t u a l , such an agreement would 
close a gap i n the a p p l i c a t i o n -of arms c o n t r o l measures to i d e n t i f i e d v/eapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n , and would shut o f f any f u t u r e development of weapons i n t h i s 
f i e l d . B i l a t e r a l United States-USSR n e g o t i a t i o n s on R¥, which are also of s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t to t h i s body, v / i l l resume on б February. 

The arms c o n t r o l agenda of the United States i s heavy w i t h n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
many other subjects which are at l e a s t of general i n t e r e s t to a l l v/ho are gathered 
here today. On Tuesday of t h i s week, i n f a c t , i n the c a p i t a l c i t y of our host 
country the United States and the Soviet Union resumed d i s c u s s i o n s of the question 
of a n t i - s a t e l l i t e systems. In deference to other speakers I w i l l not prol o n g ray 
remarks by t r e a t i n g these other a c t i v i t i e s i n d e t a i l . The r e l a t i v e l y g l a n c i n g 
a t t e n t i o n I must perforce pay them does not, hov/ever, i n any way suggest that Vire 
r e l e g a t e them to a l e s s e r order of importance. Indeed such measures as r e g i o n a l 
arms c o n t r o l and the prevention of the sp.^ead of nu c l e a r weepons are at the 
f o r e f r o n t of our n a t i o n a l concerns. 

Our r e g i o n a l e f f o r t s includes 
P u r s u i t of agreement on mutually acceptable and v e r i f i a b l e f o r c e 
reductions i n the Ш Р Р t a l k s i n Vienna ; 
E x p l o r a t i o n of ways to strengthen-the system of c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 
measures which v/as an i n p o r t a n t aspect of the conference on s e c u r i t y 
and co-operation i n Europe and v/hich we v/ould l i k e to see a p p l i e d 
elsewhere; and 
B i l a t e r a l d i s c u s s i o n s v/ith the Soviet Union on mutual r e s t r a i n t s on 
•forces i n the Indian Ocean. 
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We have a l s o supported r e g i o n a l I n i t i a t i v e s by others aimed et reducing f o r c e 
l e v e l s i n s p e c i f i c regions and have engaged.in t a l k s and c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h both 
s u p p l i e r and r e c i p i e n t c o u n t r i e s aimed at f i n d i n g ways to l i m i t conventional arms 
t r a n s f e r s . 

We are g r e a t l y encouraged, by recent progress toward f u l l implementation of 
the Treaty of T l a t e l o l c o . We b e l i e v e t h i s f a r - s i g h t e d e f f o r t by the L a t i n i m e r i c a n 
States s i g n i f i c a n t l y c o n t r i b u t e s to the s e c u r i t y of coxintries i n the region and 
to i n t e m a t i o n a l n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n o b j e c t i v e s . 

The subject of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y p e r t i n e n t at t h i s time as the 
more than 100 States P a r t i e s to the N o n - P r o l i f o r a t i o n Treaty begin preparations f o r 
the I98O Review Conference. The a d d i t i o n of s e v e r a l more nuclear-weapon States by 
the end of the century would simply not be compatible w i t h the e v o l u t i o n of a 
p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y environment guaranteeing the s u r v i v a l of human s o c i e t y as 
we know i t , A vigorous i n t e m a t i o n a l e f f o r t i s necessary to meet t h i s challenge 
and a l l States, regardless of s i z e , can c o n t r i b u t e to t h i s .endeavour.. 

The NPT remains the cornerstone of i n t e m a t i o n a l n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n e f f o r t s and 
the United States continues to encourage i m i v e r s a l adherence. We welcomed the 
statements by Indonesia and. Turkey d u r i n g the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n that the NPT had been 
submitted to t h e i r Parliaments f o r approval. The Indonesian Parliament has since 
taken such a c t i o n , and. we are hopeful f o r s i m i l a r a c t i o n by Turkey i n the near 
f u t u r e . The steps taken by these two countries towards accession to the NPT 
represent a development of considerable importance i n the l i f e of the Treaty.. 

With respect to a r t i c l e IV of the NPT, the United States remains committed 
to m a i n t a i n i n g and strengthening i t s programmes f o r a s s i s t i n g i n the peaceful 
n u c l e a r development of other n a t i o n s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the needs of 
the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

Beyond the problems r e l a t i n g to weapons and f o r c e s , there are other 
disarmament is s u e s on which the United States has been a c t i v e . 

The United States i s pleased that one matter l e f t unresolved by the s p e c i a l • 
session was given renewed impetus by tho General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 
when i t a u t h o r i z e d a p r a c t i c a l t e s t of a proposed standardized r e p o r t i n g format 
f o r n a t i o n s v o l u n t a r i l y to r e p o r t t h e i r m i l i t a r y expenditures.. The United States 
has expressed i t s v / i l l i n g n e s s to p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n t h i s p r o j e c t , and we hope 
many other countries w i l l take the same view. The development of r e l i a b l e , 
s tandardized i n t e m a t i o n a l r e p o r t i n g of m i l i t a r y expenditures could have a double 
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values Ъу l i f t i n g th^. v u i l of secrecy which shrouds nuch of the world's M i l i t a r y 
spending, i t could dampen the a c t i o n - r o s c t i o n c y c l e , hased "п worst case estimates, 
which helps d r i v o expenditures ^^„r higher; j t w ^ j l l a l s o o e t i s f y cno of the 
p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r nogotiotud agreements to l i m i t or reduce m i l i t a r j ^ snending. 

The United States i s a l s o conscious that a s p i r a t i o n s f o r economic development 
arc among the most fundamental concerns oí tho n o n - i n d u s t r i a l i z e d n a t i o n s . The 
c n n t r i h u t i o n thqt disarnoment n i g h t тскг to tho i v a i l a b i l i t y of resources f o r 
development, hoth dom^.,stically and through f o r e i g n a s s i c t a n c e , i s a question i n 
vrhich many countries have о stako- Th.- United S t r t o s , t h e r e f o r e , supports and 
i s a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n tho expert study of tha r e l a t i o n s h i p hetwoen 
disarmament and development that vras i n s t i t u t e d hy the s p t c i a l session devoted 
to disarmament, 

A r e c i t a l of the number and v a r i e t y of arms c o n t r o l and disarnanent a c t i v i t i e s 
i n which the United States and other member States cf t h i s body are engaged sounds 
s u p e r f i c i a l l y impressive. Let us not f o r a menant, however, l o s e s i g h t of tho 
f a c t that a c t i v i t y does not equatu w i t h progress; that the issues vrith v/hich we 

are d e a l i n g are complicated, sometimes i m p e r f e c t l y understood and u s u a l l y boar 
i m p o r t a n t l y on the most s e n s i t i v e aspects of n a t i o n a l and xrorld s e c u r i t y . 

I t i s no wonder then that arms c o n t r o l n e g e t i a t i o n s are among the most 
d i f f i c u l t and contentious aspects of the conduct of r e l a t i o n s between States, 
The d i f f i c u l t i e s , hoxrever, are not so great or the prospects so bleak as to 
morit the vrry com:j.-̂ nt a t t r i b u t e d to W i l l i i of Orange i n sni^.hcr circumstance, 
" I t i s not necessary to hope i n order to attem.pt, nor to succeed i n order to 
persevere," Moro r e l e v a n t to cur e f f o r t s i s the reminder of A r t h u r Clough, 
" I f hopes are dupes, f e a r s m.ay bo Иггз.'' 

Of the q u a l i t i e s needed f o r success i n arms c e n t r a l and*disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , perseverance c e r t a i n l y ranks near tho top of the l i s t . I am sure 
that t h i s body w i l l persevere i n the p u r s u i t of greater s e c u r i t y through arms 
c o n t r o l measures. I can assure you that ny Government w i l l do the some. 

http://attem.pt
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Ш. OGISO (japan)s Today, on the occasion of the opening of the 
Committee on Disarmament, I should like to limit my statement to general remarks, 
and at a later date I expect to be able to explain at greater length the 
o f f i c i a l position of Japan on matters of substance. The fact that this Committee 
on Disarmament, as a result of the special session of the General Assembly devoted 
to disarmament, has resumed i t s negotiations vith a fresh outlook may certainly be 
described as opening a nevr chapter in the histoiy of disamament negotiations. On 
behalf of my delegation, I vrould like to express our heartfelt gratification at 
the participation of Prance and the eight non-nuclear-vreapon States i n this 
Committee, and at the same time I should like to convey the ardent hope of the 
Government of Japan that China vrill participate at the earliest possible date in 
this Committee vrhich i s open to a l l the nuclear-vreapon States. 

My delegation believes i t urgent and important that, malcing the best use of 
the achievements vrhich the CCD has made so far, the Committee on Disarmament vrill 
start negotiations as soon as possible on such priority items as a comprehensive 
nuclear test ban (СТВ) and a ban on chemical vreapons and, taking into consideration 
the future prospects of other important questions, the Committee on Disarmament víill 
taJce, step by step, such measures as are feasible in the current international 
situation. That i s the v/ay i n vrhich this Committee can meet the interests of a l l 
Member States of the United ITations, and that i s the very purpose of this Committee. 
To this end,, the Committee on Disarmament should reopen promptly, the expert studies 
on the issues \/hich the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament has conducted 
so far. 

í'íy country, Japan, viith a Peace Constitution, earnestly desires the ultimate 
abolition of nuclear vreapons. Ue have become a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. We have, as a matter of policy,- consistently upheld the three non-nuclear 
principles, that i s , not to possess, not to maniifacture and not to peirait the entry 
into Japan of nuclear vreapons, and vre have alvrays upheld the position that nuclear 
energy must be used only for peaceful purposes. On this occasion, my delegation 
v/ishes to reiterate Japan's policy on nuclear disarmament as I have just mentioned, 
and to emphasize that further efforts should be made to promote disarmament, the 
central issue of vrhich i s nuclear disarmament'. 
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Talcing i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the f a c t t h a t a r e g i o n a l framoxrork f o r the naintenance 
of s e c u r i t y i s hased on the p r i n c i p l e of mutual deterrence v/hich i s derived from 
a balance between the sums of the nuclear and conventional 'reapons held bj^ the 
p a r t i e s concerned, and tha,t such a frame\/ork c o n t r i b u t e s to the maintenance of the 
peace and s e c v i r i t y of the present v/orld, my d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e s that the most 
r e a l i s t i c way to achieve tho u l t i m a t e goal of the a b o l i t i o n of nuclear weapons i s 
that the vrorld should take variou.s measu.res to a r r e s t the nuclear arms race, i / h i l e 
strengthening the nuc l e a r n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n regime, and talce steps to reduce 
nucleax armaments g r a d u a l l y . On the b a s i s of such vie\/s, my de l e g a t i o n would l i k e 
to vxge a l l the nuclear-v/eapon States, x/hich bear a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the 
task of a c h i e v i n g the goals of nuclear disarmament, to work out concrete measures, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , a comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban, through n e g o t i a t i o n s at t l i i s 
Committee at an e a r l y date. 

Ivfy- d e l e g a t i o n v/ishes to take t h i s opportunity to express i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r 
the e f f o r t s made i n the SALT I I n e g o t i a t i o n s by the IJnited States and the 
Soviet Union Vihich are reported to have come to a b a s i c agreement on the major 
i s s u e s to be solved, at the Poreign M n i s t e r s ' t a l k s betv/een the two co u n t r i e s i n 
December l a s t year, and to express i t s hope that f i n a l agreements on SALT I I v / i l l 
soon be reached. 

F i n a l l y , my d e l e g a t i o n hopes that f r u i t f u l r e s u l t s v / i l l a l s o be achieved i n the 
Committee on Disarmament i n the f i e l d of non-nuclear disarmament, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
a ban on chemical v/eapons. 

On the b a s i s of the p o s i t i o n s I have mentioned, my d e l e g a t i o n w i l l continue 
to make p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the n e g o t i a t i n g body on disarmament. 

№ . RADULESCU (Romania) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); Mr. Chairman, the 
Romanian d e l e g a t i o n i s talcing p a r t i n the v/ork of t h i s n e u Committee on Disarmament 
i n the c o n v i c t i o n that one of the s p e c i f i c tasks which must now be considered as a 
p r i o r i t y item on the agenda of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s i s to combine the determined 
e f f o r t s of Member States, and of a l l c o u n t r i e s , i n order to agree on concrete 
measures v/hich \ / i l l c o n t r i b u t e to the achievement of disarmament, t h i s v i t a l 
desideratum o f the contemporary v/orld. 
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In the p o l i c y of detente, secuirity and progress promoted by Romania, i n the 
t h i n l i i n g and a c t i v i t i e s of President l i i c o l a e Ceauf^escu, a c e n t r a l place i s 
c o n s i s t e n t l y assigned to the need to launch a set of e f f e c t i v e measures designed 
to h a l t the arms race i n order to b u i l d a iro r l d x/ithout arms and l i i t h o u t vrar. 
"The Romanian people, and indeed a l l peoples of the world". P r e s i d e n t Nicolae Ceau^escu 
r e c e n t l y s t r e s s e d , "have a v i t a l need f o r s e c u r i t y and peace. This i s why the main 
goal of our f o r e i g n p o l i c y i s represented by the u n r e m i t t i n g s t r u g g l e against a l l 
p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r war, against the arms race, and i n support of the s o l u t i o n of the 
complex problems of the contemporary world by peaceful means and by negotiation-, 
i n order to speed up the course of detente and the establislmient of genuine 
i n t e m a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y and l a s t i n g vrorld peace". 

Romania b e l i e v e s that i t i s nov; necessary to act e n e r g e t i c a l l y to implement 
a concrete and e f f e c t i v e programme of n e g o t i a t i o n and implementation of disarmament, 
i n accordance v i t h the recommendations adopted at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
United-Nations-General Assembly devoted to disarmament. 

In t h i s context, the Romanian Government appreciates the p a r t i c u l a r l y important 
r o l e to be played i n present circumstances by the nevi Committee on Disarmament 
Vihich, v/ith i t s expanded membership and more democratic framevrork, has the task of 
launching an e f f e c t i v e process l e a d i n g to the n e g o t i a t i o n of and agreement on 
s p e c i f i c steps on the road to disarmament. 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n and peoples r i g h t l y expect the n e g o t i a t i o n s i n the Committee on 
Disarmament to lead to the a n a l y s i s of the armaments s i t u a t i o n and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
to pave the v/ay f o r concrete measures designed to h a l t the arms race and i n i t i a t e 
an e f f e c t i v e process of disarmament. 

In o u t l i n i n g the o b j e c t i v e s assigned to the Committee, v/hose v/ork has j u s t 
begun, Romania b e l i e v e s that the f i r s t step should be to consider the proposals 
made by a number of States to the United Nations — proposals which have been 
accepted and adopted as working papers f o r our Committee. 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of v i a b l e and e f f e c t i v e disarmament measures l i k e l y to 
meet the concern created by the g r a v i t y of the dangers vrhich the arms race and the 
unprecedented s t o c k p i l i n g of arms, and p a r t i c u l a r l y of nuclear vreapons, present 
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f o r the f u t u r e of a l l maiilcind , i s i n our op i n i o n , the h i g h l y responsible task 
which States and the peoples of the world 8.re e n t r u s t i n g to t h i s new n e g o t i a t i n g 
body i n the disarmament f i e l d . 

Romania regards the implementation of concrete disarmament measures as an 
•inseparable part of t h e process c f improving- the i n t e r n a t i o n a l • p o l i t i c a l climate 
and strengthening detente, confidence and j p e a c e f u l co-operation among S t a t e s , on 
the b a s i s of equal r i g h t s , respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e s of independence and n a t i o n a l 
sovereignty, non-interference i n i n t e r n a l з-ffairs, t e r r i t o r i a l • in t e g r i t j ' " , mutual 
advantage, and the non-use of fo r c e o r t h e throat of force i n r e c i p r o c a J r e l a t i o n s . 

The r e a l i t i e s of the contemporary vrorld c l e a r l y demonstrate not onlj^ the 
need to s e t t l e a l l c o n f l i c t s and dis p u t e s betv/een States b y p o l i t i c a l means and by 
n e g o t i a t i o n , but a l s o the great dangers inherent i n the use of force and i n 
attempts to solve problems a r i s i n g betv/een States through m i l i t a r y a c t i o n . The 
v i t a l i n t e r e s t s of peoples c a l l f o r a combination of a l l e f f o r t s v/ith a viev/ to 
f i n d i n g procedures f o r the p o l i t i c a l settlement, through n e g o t i a t i o n , of any dispute 
or c o n f l i c t betv/een States, and the r e j e c t i o n and e l i m i n a t i o n of the use of fo r c e i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , l/e are f i r m l y convinced that t h i s i s the only way to 
promote c o n t i n L i o u s l y e f f o r t s aimed at détente, peace and s e c u r i t y of peoples, v/hile 
at the same time d i r e c t l y i n f l u e n c i n g the s o l u t i o n of disarmament problems. 

Romania b e l i e v e s t h a t a measure o f s p e c i a l importance i./ould be to embody i n 
b i n d i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements the imdertalcing by a l l States not to r e s o r t i n 
any casé or i n any circumstances to the use or thr e a t of force i n order to i n t e r f e r e 
i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of other States, and not to use t h e i r armed f o r c e s , on any 
p r e t e x t , to support the a c t i o n s of various g r o u p s against the l e g a l G-ovemments of 
sovereign and independent S t a t e s . 

Romania i s determined t o v/ork i n the fu t u r e a l s o , f o r the negotiated 
settlement and e l i m i n a t i o n o f a l l c o n f l i c t s and hotbeds of vrar, f o r the complete 
e r a d i c a t i o n of the use or t h r e a t of force i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , i n the 
c o n v i c t i o n that these are b a s i c requirements f o r peace and s e c u r i t y , and f o r the 
c r e a t i o n of co n d i t i o n s favourable to the achievement of disarmament. 

A study of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s and of the major changes t a k i n g place i n the 
v/orld proves t h a t , despite the c o n f l i c t s and complications e x i s t i n g i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
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r e l a t i o n s , the world i s not facing' an imminent world war. On the contrary, the 
profound changes t a k i n g place i n favour of the for c e s of peace, n a t i o n a l 
independence and progress show t h a t , through united action,•these f o r c e s , these 
peoples, can prevent the unle a s h i n g of a new vrorld vrar and ensure l a s t i n g vrorld 
peace. 

This c a l l s f o r the i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of a c t i o n designed to prevent the d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
of the vrorld p o l i t i c a l climate and to b r i n g about an immediate h a l t to the arms 
race, and f o r the adoption of e f f e c t i v e disarmament measures, vrhich are the only 
true vray to strengthen peace and s e c u r i t y , 

Manlcind has reached a stage vrhere the p u r s u i t of the arms race represents a 
grave danger to human c i v i l i z a t i o n i t s e l f . The arms race vreighs l i k e an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y heavy burden on the shoulders of peoples and c a r r i e s w i t h i t the 
seeds of the exacerbation of i n t e m a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t s . G i g a n t i c m i l i t a r y 
expenditures lead to the maintenance and deepening of the economic d i s p a r i t i e s betvreen 
S t a t e s ; they impede the implementation of programmes f o r improving the vrell-being 
of the p o p u l a t i o n ; they also dravr i n t o t h e i r vortex the developing c o u n t r i e s , vrhich 
are thus deprived of important m a t e r i a l and human resources needed i n the e f f o r t s 
to e l i m i n a t e \mder-development. 

This i s vihy Romania i s of the vievr that one of the b a s i c tasks of the modern 
world i s to h a l t the arms race vrithout any f u r t h e r delay, and to adopt e f f e c t i v e 
measures f o r m i l i t a r y disengagement and disarmament, and above a l l n u c l e a r 
disarmament. 

Romania considers that the i n t e r e s t s of peace and progress of a l l peoples 
demand, as a, g o a l of the utmost importance, that the e q u i l i b r i u m necessary f o r 
the s e c u r i t y of a l l States should no longer be maintained by e s c a l a t i o n of the 
arms race, increased m i l i t a r y expenditures and the build-up of f u r t h e r s t o c k p i l e s 
of vreapons, but, on the c o n t r a i y , by reducing m i l i t a r y personnel and arms, and 
by embarking on disarmament, p a r t i c u l a r l y n u c l e a r disarmament, under adequate 
and e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . 

The set of measures proposed by my country &t the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
General Assembly have r e c e n t l y been r e a f f i r m e d i n the Appeal addressed to the 
parliaments and Governments of a l l States throughout the vrorld by the Grand N a t i o n a l 
Assembly, on the occasion of the s i x t i e t h anniversary of the foundihg of the u n i f i e d 
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Romanian n a t i o n a l State. This Appeal gives expression to the Romanian people's 
-onshakeahle d e s i r e f o r peace; i t contains an i n v i t a t i o n to strengthen co-operation 
among peoples w i t h a v i e v to speeding up the process of détente and strengthening 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , p u t t i n g an end to the p..rms race and implementing genuine 
disarraajnent measures and ensuring l a s t i n g x/orld peace. 

Romania b e l i e v e s t h a t , i n d e f i n i n g the r o l e to be played by the Committee on 
Disarmament, i t i s necessar;,'' to have i n view above a l l the n e g o t i a t i o n , as a matter 
of p r i o r i t y , of measures designod to h a l t the arms race, to pu.t an end to the 
a l l o c a t i o n , by a l l States, of any a d d i t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l resources f o r tho purpose 
of i n c r e a s i n g m i l i t a r y p o t e n t i a l p a r t i c u l a r l y the h e a v i l y armed S t a l e s . 

In t h i s regard, vre wish to r e c a l l that Romania, i n l i n e vrith the ideas 
a l s o expressed by other States, has proposed the f r e e z i n g of n i l i t a . r y budgets, 
as vro l l as of m i l i t a r y f o r c e s and arms, vrith a vievr to t h e i r stibsequent gradual 
r e d u c t i o n , by 1 0 to 1 5 per cent i n the f i r s t sta^ge. Countries reducing t h e i r 
m l l i t a r j r budgets could channel the funds thus made civaila,ble i n t o the im.plementation 
of programmes f o r t h e i r ovni developm.ent, and i n t o support f o r the e f f o r t s of 
developing c o u n t r i e s , vrith a vievr to t h e i r more r a p i d economic and s o c i a l progress, 
and the e l i m i n a t i o n of under-development and the d i s p a r i t i e s betvreen them and the 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s . 

I t i s the c o n v i c t i o n of the Rom.anian Government that the adoption of such 
measures as a matter of urgency xr^uld produce a x^ovrerful p o s i t i v e response, open . 
the vray t o a more profound approach to the problemas of disarmament, créale conditions 
f o r the subsequent im^plem-entation of a long-term disarmament programme designed to 
lead to the achievement of general disarmament, p a r t i c u l a r l y n u c l e a r disarmament, 
and c o n t r i b u t e to the strengthening of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and secui-itj^. 

Romania's comments on general disarmament problems are prompted by the f a c t 
that the present m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n i n Europe represents the gravest t h r e a t to vrorld 
s e c u r i t y , and i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and co-operation. I t i s p r e c i s e l y i n Europe that 
vast q u a n t i t i e s of arms are s t o c k p i l e d and the greatest number of troops equipped 
w i t h the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d Eieans of mass d e s t r u c t i o n are concentrated; i t i s also 
here that more than tvro-thirds of the vrorld ' s t o t a l o u t l a y on armaments takes 
p l a c e . I t i s on t h i s continent that the tvro most h e a v i l y armed m i l i t a r y blocs 
face each other. 
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Determined to make an e f f e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the c r e a t i o n of a climate of 
peace, co-operation and. und.er s tending on the continent of Europe, Romania places 
p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on the implementation of m i l i t a r y disengagement and disarmament 
measures, without which no r e a l s e c u r i t y i s conceivable on t h i s continent or 
anywhere e l s e i n the world. 

Accord.ingly, Romania considers i t p a r t i c u l a r l y important f o r the peace and 
s e c u r i t y of the continent to b r i n g about the adoption of an undertaking not to 
d.eploy any more troops or weapons i n the t e r r i t o r y of other States and. to proceed 
to the gradual red.uction of those already there and the subsequent withdrawal of 
a l l f o r e i g n troops and weapons w i t h i n n a t i o n a l f r o n t i e r s , the d.ismantling of 
m i l i t a r y bases i n the t e r r i t o r y of .other S t a t e s , and. the curtailment and. eventual 
c e s s a t i o n of m i l i t a r y manoeuvres and a l l demonstrations of f o r c e i n general near 
the f r o n t i e r s of other S t a t e s . 

Strengthening peace and. the s e c u r i t y of States means c o n t i n u a l l y l i m i t i n g the 
m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t y of the b l o c s and i n t e n s i f y i n g a c t i o n i n ord.er to create the 
necessary c o n d i t i o n s f o r the simultaneous d i s s o l u t i o n of NATO and the 
Warsaw Treaty. As a means of strengthening mutual t r u s t to a t t a i n that end., 
Romania attaches p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l importance to the establishmentbetween the 
m i l i t a r y b l o c s of a zone i n x^/hich no armies or weapons would be s t a t i o n e d and no 
manoeuvres or m i l i t a r y demonstrations would take p l a c e , 

Romania consid.ers that a prominent place i n the Committee's work should, be 
assigned to stopping the n u c l e a r arms race and c r e a t i n g favourable c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
nuclear disarmament. 

To strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , i t i s imperative to take 
e f f e c t i v e measures l e a d i n g to a ban on the use of nuclear, weapons, the c e s s a t i o n 
of t h e i r manufacture and development, the gradual red.uction of s t o c k p i l e s of 
nuclear weapons and d e l i v e r y systems u n t i l they have been e n t i r e l y e l i m i n a t e d , 
and the n e g o t i a t i o n of an agreement completely banning n u c l e a r weapons. We 
consid.er i t e q u a l l y important to agree, i n the Committee, on a t r e a t y xjhereby 
States p o s s e s s i n g n u c l e a r weapons und.ertake not to use, i n any form, i n any 
circumstances or under any p r e t e x t , n u c l e a r weapons or any other weapons or the 
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threat of f o r c e against States which do not possess nuclear weapons, have 
renounced the manufacture or a c q u i s i t i o n of nuc l e a r arms and the deployment of 
such weapons i n t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . 

Nuclear disarmament measures should i n no way hinder the f r e e access of a l l 
States to the use of atomic energy and nuclear technologj/ f o r peaceful purposes. 

Romania i s a l s o i n favour of the adoption, i n the Committee on Disarmament, 
of measures designed to h a l t production, to remove from m i l i t a r y arsenals and 
to ban the use of chemical, b i o l o g i c a l , r a d i a t i o n and ащ^ other weapons of mass 
extermination, i n c l u d i n g neutron weapons. 

Measures taken to achieve m i l i t a r y disengagement and disarmament must, 
of coin?se, ensure a reasonable balance of m i l i t a r y power that does not confer 
a m i l i t a r y advantage on any one country; they must, on the other hand, guarantee 
f u l l r e s p e c t , throughout the disarmament process, f o r the p r i n c i p l e of the equal 
s e c u r i t y of the p a r t i e s and c o n s t a n t l y f o s t e r detente and mutual t r u s t between 
States. 

The Romanian d e l e g a t i o n attaches p a r t i c u l a r importance to the Committee's 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l arrangements and procedures, which have a d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e on 
i t s viork. The P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the C-eneral Assembly 
devoted to disarmament merely o u t l i n e d those arrangements. Now, i n the l i g h t 
of the new s p i r i t which the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n decided bo i n f u s e i n t o the disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , those procedures should be xrorked out i n d e t a i l . 

I t i s i n that s p i r i t that we considэг i t necessary to agree, a t t h i s s e s s i o n , 
that a l l the work of the Committee w i l l be based on the r i g h t of a l l member States 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n a l l the гюгк of the Committee and i t s s u b s i d i a r y bodies as 
sovereign independent States, i n co n d i t i o n s of complete e q u a l i t y , independently 
of any m i l i t a r y b l o c s o r closed groupings. 

\'/liat i s of d e c i s i v e importance f o r the Comiaittee ' s work i s not membership 
of 3 p a r t i c u l a r b l o c , but the manner i n which States, as subjects of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
law, intend to make t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to the j o i n t e f f o r t s to negoti a t e e f f e c t i v e 
measures l e a d i n g t o disarmament, strengthening t r u s t between States and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace and s e c u r i t y . That presupposes examining and s o l v i n g a l l the problems before 
the Committee w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l the Member States i n accordance with i t s 
own o r g a n i z a t i o n a l arrangements. The Committee should be open and r e c e p t i v e to the 
proposals and i n i t i a t i v e s of a l l States, i n c l u d i n g non-members. 
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A c c o r d i n g l y , we b e l i e v e that the Committee's r u l e s of proced,ure should expressly 
recognize the r i g h t of non-member States to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the work, express t h e i r 
views and submit proposals f o r the p-urposes of n e g o t i a t i o n . 

Par from being a matter of form, the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l arrangements and procedures 
should, be an expression of the r e l a t i o n s between independent sovereign States and, 
have a d i r e c t impact on substantive n e g o t i a t i o n , which can open up or r e s t r i c t 
prospects f o r the work of the Committee. 

¥e t h e r e f o r e consider t h a t , as the next step, i t would be appropriate f o r the 
Committee to d,raw up a s p e c i f i c programme of work and. i t s r u l e s of proceâ,ure, 
t a k i n g i n t o account proposals and,, suggestions by a l l S t a t e s , whether or not they 
are members of the Committee. 

A l l the Committee's d e c i s i o n s should, be ad.opted by consensus of the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , based on the f r e e l y expressed consent of each member as a sovereign 
State with equal r i g h t s and. t a k i n g i n t o account the s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s of a l l States. 

The procedural arrangements should, a l s o c l e a r l y r e f l e c t the r e l a t i o n s between 
the Committee and the United Nations, i n view of the p r i m o r d i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
borne by the United Nations i n the f i e l d of disarmament. 

The i n t e r e s t of the e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l coimnunity i n disarmament makes i t 
e s s e n t i a l that the Committee's work should be cond,ucted openly and that the 
Committee should, f u l l y inform the p u b l i c about the course and. a c t u a l status of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Those are the main p o i n t s of substance xihich Romania wishes to make at t h i s 
opening stage of the Committee's work. 

The imperatives of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and. s e c u r i t y r e q u i r e us to act with a 
proper sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , before i t i s too l a t e , to stop the arms race and 
b r i n g about disarmament, above a l l n u clear disarmament, under an adequate and 
e f f e c t i v e system of c o n t r o l . 

Convinced, of the importance of t h i s s e s s i o n f o r the proper conduct of the 
Committee's work and f o r a l l i t s f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s , the Romanian d e l e g a t i o n wishes 
to assure you, № . Chairman, as w e l l as the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of other 
States, t h a t i t i s determined, to c o n t r i b u t e a c t i v e l y and, c o n s t r u c t i v e l y , together 
w i t h the d e l e g a t i o n s of other S t a t e s , at t h i s crossroads i n the disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , to t h e i r p o s i t i v e outcome and to the attainment of man's most cherished, 
. i d e a l ; the r i g h t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 
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Ш» ADENIJI ( N i g e r i a ) ; I t i s a happy augury f o r t h i s Committee t l i a t 
i t s i n a u g u r a l s e s s i o n i s b e i n g held under yoixr chairmanship. Por your coimtry 
played an a c t i v e r o l e i n the s e r i e s of i n i t i a t i v e s which r e s u l t e d i n the 
r e a c t i v a t i o n of m u l t i l a t e r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of disarmament i s s u e s . The i n c l u s i o n 
of A l g e r i a i n the Committee i s a f i t t i n g r e c o g n i t i o n of the great c o n t r i b u t i o n 
which your coTAntry had mrde and can continue to malœ to the search f o r a s o l u t i o n 
of the c r u c i a l question of disarmament. 

On behalf of the N i g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n , I wish to express, through you, my 
h e a r t y welcome to other new members of the Committee," namely, A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, 
Cuba, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanka and Veneziiela, whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s are 
t a k i n g t h e i r seats f o r the f i r s t time t h i s s e s s i o n . 

The agreement reached d u r i n g the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament on the m t i l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body represents one of the 
most concrete achievements of the s e s s i o n . I n r e a c h i n g that agreement, the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n was conscious "of the considerable and urgent work th a t remains 
to be accomplished i n the f i e l d of disarmament". D e t a i l s of the considerable and 
urgent work are r e f l e c t e d i n the Programme of A c t i o n adopted by the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n by consensus. Thus, we should not see as an end i n i t s e l f the 
democratization and enlargement of the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body, as a r e s u l t 
of which the Committee on Disarmament i s now assembled. A s u i t a b l e n e g o t i a t i n g 
body i s indeed important to the achievement of r e s u l t s . Considering, hoxirever, the 
working method p r e s c r i b e d f o r the Committee on Disarmament by the 
General Assembly — to take d e c i s i o n s on the b a s i s of consensus — i t i s 
a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l that a w i l l i n g n e s s to reac'h concrete r e s u l t s should be 
demonstrated by a l l members. I n t l i i s connexion, i t i s h a r d l y necessary f o r us 
to r e c a l l that t h o r e s u l t s achi'eved i n the past 1 7 years since the m t i l t i l a t e r a l 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g body f i r s t met have been r a t h e r d i s a p p o i n t i n g . 

L e t us not f o r g e t , i n our s a t i s f a c t i o n a t r e a c h i n g agreement on convening 
the Committee on Disarmament, that t M s i s not the f i r s t time that the 
m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body has been reviewed and enlarged. The Eighteen-Nation 
Disarmament Committee wMch f i r s t met i n I962 ended as the 3 1 - n a t i o n Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament. Successive increases i n the memberslTip of the 
Committee d i d not, i n the past, l e a d to greater p r o d u c t i v i t y . We should 
t h e r e f o r e have no i l l u s i o n s i n t h i s regard. V/hat we l i k e to hope f o r , i s t h a t the 
democratization of the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body r e s u l t i n g i n the p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
as equal p a r t n e r s , of nuclear-weapon States as w e l l as non-nuclear-vi/eapon States, 
combined w i t h the urgency i n d i c a t e d i n the Programme of A c t i o n of the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n , w i l l give the process of disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s a new d i r e c t i o n and purpose. 
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I n t h i s connexion, ray d e l e g a t i o n i s encoura,ged that Prance which had h i t h e r t o 
not p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body has now found i t p o s s i b l e to 
do so. This 'development gives us the hope that, before long, a l l nuclear-weapon 
States w i l l take t h e i r r i g h t f u l places i n t h i s body. I f nuclear weapons pose the 
g r e a t e s t danger to mankind and to the s u r v i v a l of c i v i l i z a t i o n , then i t i s 
obvious that r e a l i s t i c n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r e f f e c t i v e measures shoifld i n v o l v e a l l 
nuclear-weapon States. The automatic opening of the Committee on Dissxmament to 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n by nuclear-v/eapon States was the s p e c i a l session's v/ay of 
r e c o g n i z i n g these r e a l i t i e s . 

I s a i d e a r l i e r on that the convening of t h i s Committee represents one of the 
concrete achievements of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . So also v/as the consensus reached 
on the Programme of A c t i o n . I am, and t h i s i s a l l I can do at t M s stage, 
t a k i n g a short-term view of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . Por hov/ long, hov/ever, can v/e 
base our assessment of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on i t s h i s t o r i c nature, on the 
adoption of a P i n a l Document? I say not f o r long. I n the f i r s t p lace, the very 
awakening of i n t e r n a t i o n a l consciousness to the danger posed by the arras race puts 
on t h i s organ as w e l l as the United Nations i t s e l f the onus of adopting concrete 
measures to stem the danger. World o p i n i o n v / i l l not f o r l o n g be s a t i s f i e d v/ith a 
f i n e l y composed docment of four p a r t s , i f the arms race continues to e s c a l a t e , 
i f no e f f e c t i v e measure i s taken to reduce the danger of nuclear holocaust, and 
i f much-needed resources are i n c r e a s i n g l y wasted on armaments when much of the 
world's p o p u l a t i o n l i v e s belov/ s t a r v a t i o n l e v e l . 

A second reason why we cannot f o r l o n g r e l y o n l y on the h i s t o r i c s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n i s the d e c i s i o n of the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 
s c h e d u l i n g a second, s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted- to disarmament f o r 1932. I t vd,ll be 
a great disappointment i f v/e g-o to the second s p e c i a l s e s s i o n v/ithout concrete 
meas^ures of disarmament a r i s i n g from the Programme of A c t i o n aô.opted i n 1 9 7 S » 

We are bound to arouse b i t t e r s k e p t i c i s m i f v/e again embark on the e l a b o r a t i o n 
of a f i n a l document v/hen the f i r s t such document remains l e x g e l y u n f u l f i l l e d . 

The stakes i n the armaments race axe so h i g h that v/e cannot a f f o r d to allov/ 
the consensus document a r i s i n g from the f i r s t s p e c i a l s e s s i o n to s u f f e r the f a t e 
of many other United Nations documents vihich are f o r g o t t e n as soon as they ere 
adopted. 

I n i t s d e c i s i o n on machinery, the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarraament 
r i g h t l y concluded — and I quote from paragraph 1 1 3 of the P i n a l Document — that: 

"Por ma.xiraura e f f e c t i v e n e s s , tv/o Icinds of bodies ai^e r e q u i r e d i n the f i e l d 
o f disarmament — d e l i b e r a t i v e and n e g o t i a t i n g . A l l Member States should be 
represented on the former, v/hereas the l e t t e r , f o r the sake of convenience, 
should have a r e l a t i v e l y s m a ll membership". 
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I f -we эл?е to s u s t a i n the hopes r a i s e d Ъу the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n then -vre should 
ensirre that each of the two bodies — d e l i b e r a t i v e and n e g o t i a t i n g — f a i t l i f u l l y 
keeps to i t s a s s i ^ i e d area. The danger i e very r e a l that t; з Committee on 
Disarmament, i f i t f a i l s to char t out f o r i t s e l f a r e a l programme of n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on concrete measures, w i l l soon lapse i n t o the area of d e l i b e r a t i o n . I f anyone 
wonders how t h i s can happen, he or she o n l y needs to p i c k up some r e p o r t s of the 
Conference o f the Committee on Disarmament. The CCD spent the l a s t fevr years 
without any r e a l n e g o t i a t i o n s , as d i s t i n c t from d i s c u s s i o n s on any of the 
disarmament i s s u e s vrhich many, i n s i d e and outside o f the body, beli e v e d to be r i p e 
f o r the e l a b o r a t i o n of l e g a l instruments. 

With the convening of the Committee on Disarmament, l e t us l e a r n from the 
mistakes o f the CCD, Let us eschev<r general debates f o r vrMch there are adequate 
forums i n the Disarmament Commission and the P i r s t Committee. L e t us bear i n 
mind that the o b j e c t i v e of general and complete disarmament can best be achieved, 
i n present circumstances, by the c o n c l u s i o n and implementation of concrete 
agreements. I f t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g forum lo s e s s i g h t of t h i s f a c t , i f i t decides to 
t a l k about n e g o t i a t i n g agreements r a t h e r than n e g o t i a t i n g these agreements, then 
i t runs the danger of d e f e a t i n g the purpose f o r vrhich the General Assembly i n i t s 
wisdom drew the l i n e b e t w e e n the d e l i b e r a t i v e organ and the n e g o t i a t i n g organ. 

I f t h i s body should decide, as I t M n k i t should, to s t r i k e vrhile the i r o n 
i s hot, i t w i l l not l a c k the wherevrithal to do so. 

There are measures on vrhich d e l i b e r a t i o n s by the former n e g o t i a t i n g body 
have gone f a r enough. These same measures have been s i n g l e d out f o r urgent 
c o n c l u s i o n of l e g a l instruments by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . I n paragraphs 2 1 and 75 

of i t s P i n a l Document, the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n emphasized that an agreement on the 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f a l l chemical vreapons should be concluded as a matter of high 
p r i o r i t y . Needless to say that e a r l i e r r e g u l a r sessions o f the General Assembly 
had adopted s i m i l a r r e s o l u t i o n s on chemical vreapons. 

Moreover, i n paragraph 5 1 > "the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n considered that the c e s s a t i o n 
of nuclear-weapon t e s t i n g by a l l States vrould make a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
the aim of ending the q u a l i t a t i v e improvement of nuclear weapons and the 
development o f nevr types o f such vreapons and of preventing the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
nuc l e a r weapons. The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n therefore urged that the t r i p a r t i t e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on a comprehensive nu c l e a r t e s t ban t r e a t y shou.ld be u r g e n t l y 
concluded and the r e s v i l t submitted f o r f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the n e g o t i a t i n g body 
w i t h a vievr to the submission of a d r a f t t r e a t y to the General Assembly at the 
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e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date. N i g e r i a , as p a r t y to the Nuclear N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n 
Treaty b e l i e v e s that a p o s i t i v e measure l i k e the CTBT i s more l i k e l y to persuade 
those outside the N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty that the nuclear-weapon States are 
w i l l i n g to remove the inherent d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n the Treaty. 

SpealcLng i n the CCD on 1 7 August 1 9 7 3 » I s a i d that since i t v;as too l a t e to 
expect the submission of a d r a f t CTBT to the summer s e s s i o n of the CCD then i n 
progress, my d e l e g a t i o n would l i k e to suggest that the Committee on Disarmament 
should be given a b i r t h d a y present of a d r a f t comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban 
t r e a t y , or that p a r t of i t on which vrork by the t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t o r s had advanced. 

My d e l e g a t i o n i s s t i l l l o o l c i n g forv-zard eagerly to the p r e s e n t a t i o n of a 
d r a f t CTBT to t h i s s e s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmaraent. Hovrever, even i f that 
submission i s not raade, t h i s should not prevent the Committee, at the appropriate 
stage d u r i n g the s e s s i o n , from commencing work on e l a b o r a t i n g a t e x t . The 
res true tinring o f the Committee gives us a chance to р1э.со i n i t i a t i v e s by a member 
or group of members i n proper p e r s p e c t i v e . These i n i t i a t i v e s , particvfLar-ly i f 
they come from nuclear-vreapon S t a t e s , can be v i t a , l i n advancing the course of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i n the Committee. They should not, hovrever, be considered a,s 
s u b s t i t u t e s f o r a c t i o n by the Comraittee as a vrhole; nor should they i n d e f i n i t e l y 
prevent the Committee from f u l f i l l i n g i t s task i n s p e c i f i c areas, 

A comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban t r e a t y and chemical vreapons t r e a t y are tvro 
examples of measvires vrliich should occupy the immediate a t t e n t i o n of t h i s 
Committee. There are other t a s k s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the f i e l d o f nuclear armaments, 
which the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - o h i r d s e s s i o n again c a l l e d upon the 
Committee to und.ertake: p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufacture of neví 
types of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and new systems of such weapons; the 
c e s s a t i o n of the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r vreapons purposes, the 
c o n c l u s i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the strengthening of guarantees o f 
the s e c u r i t y o f non-nuclear-vreapon States. 

P o l l o w i n g the c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Disarraament Commission of elements of a 
comprehensive programme of disarmament, t h i s Coraraittee v r i l l have to vmdertake tho 
e l a b o r a t i o n of such a programme. Por the meantime, t h e r e f o r e , we should seek to 
concentrate on s p e c i f i c i s s u e s r a t h e r than crovrd our immediate vrork programme 
w i t h a l l the issu.es. 

I n c o n c l i i s i o n , ray d e l e g a t i o n pledges i t s co-operation w i t h other raembers and 
we are o p t i m i s t i c that i t s transformation v r i l l provide the Committee w i t h the 
dynamism necessary to taclcLe the substantive i s s u e s before i t vrith purposefulness, 

The meeting rose at 3.30 n.ra. 
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Ilr. SIJJKA (Poland)s Before I turn to my statement, permit me to express 
the gratificabion of the Polish delegation at the fact that we can work now under your 
wise chairmanship. Indeed, the inauguration of this session of the Committee hy the 
distinguished statesman from Algeria, Foreign Minister Bouteflika, i s i n i t s e l f a 
most auspicious start to our endeavours. At the same time I vrould like to offer to 
the delegations of the Soviet Union and of the united States our sentiments and vrords 
of appreciation for the years of guidance vrhich they have provided to the Committee as 
i t s Co-Chairmen. Looking forvrard to their active participation i n this Committee, vre 
are confident that they w i l l not f a i l to vrillingly share vrith us their vast 
experience i n the conduct of our negotiating process. 

Talcing' the floor on hehalf of Poland, one of the countries vrhich have actively 
contrihuted to the multilateral negotiations since bhey opened in Geneva i n 1 9 б 2 , I 
have the pleasure to vrelcome the nevr members who are novr joining this Committee as a 
result of the decisions of the special session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations devoted to disarmament, 

I have the honour in particular to place on record the satisfaction of my 
Government at the fact that among those members vre can welcome France, an important 
nuclear-weapon Power and a State vrith vrhich my country has had traditionally 
f r u i t f u l co-operation. 

Poland i s determined to continue her constructive involvement in efforts to 
consolidate peace and international security vrherever they are made. Accordingly, I 
wish to assure a l l members of the Committee on Disarmament that the Polish delegation 
i s ready to co-operate closely vrith a l l of them i n our common endeavour to discharge 
the mandate vrhich this organ has received from the special session as vrell as from 
the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly, 

Indeed, as vre are a l l avrare, the ultimate positive solution of the important 
tasks facing this and other disarmament negotiating forums — that i s , effective 
progress tovrards genuine disarmament vrith undiminished security of a l l parties — 
may prove d i f f i c u l t , i f not elusive, unless States are vrilling and able to muster 
their collective determination and p o l i t i c a l vrill to closely co-operate w i t h one 
another in search of those objectives. 

In the vievr of the Polish Government the fundamental and imperative task today 
i s to sustain and consolidate the process of detente by taking decisive steps to 
halt the arms race and bring about meaningful measures of real disarmament. The 
technological arms race — as i t were — has long overtaicen the pace of 
disarmament negotiations and now constitutes one of the major threats to v/orld 
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peace and s t a b i l i t y . Poland, t h e r e f o r e , attaches great s i g n i f i c a n c e to the Soviet 
Union-United States n e g o t i a t i o n s on the l i i n i t a t i o n of s t r a t e g i c o f f e n s i v e weapons. 
A SALT I I agreement would b r i n g down the l e v e l of m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n t a t i o n , thereby 
strengthening the course towards detente, peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 
Moreover, i t xiould create a more p r o p i t i o u s climate f o r disarmament e f f o r t s pursued 
i n other n e g o t i a t i n g f o r a , the Committee on Disarraament i n c l u d e d . 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y recognized i n f a c t t h a t , i n the long run, the arms race and 
détente are i r r e c o n c i l a b l e and incompatible w i t h one another. Given the existence 
i n the world today of vast s t o c k p i l e s of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , a f u r t h e r 
u n r e s t r a i n e d t e c h n o l o g i c a l arms race, both i n the nuclear and i n the conventional 
f i e l d s , could work not only to stibvert détente but also to undermine the r e s u l t s of 
progress raade so f a r i n the realm of arras l i m i t a t i o n and disarmament. There are 
important s e c u r i t y and economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which more eloq u e n t l y than ever are 
now arguing f o r the p r e s s i n g need t o h a l t and reverse the upward s p i r a l of the arms 
race. Indeed, i t vrould seem that u n l e s s the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community succeeds i n that 
regard, there may v/ell emerge the r e a l danger of the development of q u a l i t a t i v e l y 
nevi types of vreapons as vrell a.s the prospect that m a t e r i a l and human resources may 
vr e l l continue to be denied f o r the s o l u t i o n of such d i r e problems f a c i n g manlcind as 
the f i g h t against hunger, e r a d i c a t i o n of disease, i l l i t e r a c y , the development of nevr 
sources of energy and so on. 

I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d that the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted t o 
disarmament vras p a r t i c u l a r l y emphatic i n u n d e r l i n i n g the c l o r e i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 
betvreen advances i n the f i e l d of disarmament, détente and the strengthening of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . I t s P i n a l Document i s e x p l i c i t i n s t r e s s i n g that "the 
dynamic development of detente, encompassing a l l spheres of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s 
i n a l l regions of the vrorld, vrith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l c o u n t r i e s , vrould create 
c o n d i t i o n s conducive to the e f f o r t s of States to end the arms race ... . Progress 
on détente and progress on disarraament mutually complement and strengthen each 
other". Moreover, the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n l e f t no doubt i n anybody's mind that 
f u r t h e r c o n t i n u a t i o n of the arras race vrould be incompatible vrith the implementation 
of the nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order based on j u s t i c e , e q u a l i t y and 
co-operation. This i s by no means a s u r p r i s i n g statement. Agrainst the staggering 
requirements of the socio-economic development of States everywhere, to spend vrell 
over $1 b i l l i o n a day on the implements of vrar i s absurd. As a g l o b a l phenomenon, 
vrhich i t i s , the arms race i s i r r a t i o n a l and unpardonable. 

V/e can s a f e l y say that i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s are novr approaching a 
crossroads, vrhich can l e a d e i t h e r to the grovrth of mutual t r u s t and co-operation, 
or to the grov-rth of mutual f e a r s , s u s p i c i o n s and a r s e n a l s . The^r may l e a d 
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u l t i m a t e l y e i t h e r to l a s t i n g peace, o r at best to a b a l a n c i n g on the brinl-c of war. 
Détente and disarmament open the road towards peace. To miss t h i s opportunity would 
border on the i r r e s p o n s i b l e , e s p e c i a l l y vhen we recognize t>Lat peace i s no longer a 
Utopian dream, that there i s no a l t e r n a t i v e to peace i f manltind i s to s u r v i v e , 

V/e b e l i e v e that the cause of durable peace i n a disarming vrorld vrould best be 
served and f a c i l i t a t e d by g r e a t e r all-rovmd r e c o g n i t i o n of the f a c t that the 
peaceful co-existence of States vrith d i f f e r e n t systems and the non-use of f o r c e i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s represent the tvro b a s i c p r e - c o n d i t i o n s f o r the s u c c e s s f u l 
development of the present day w o r l d and f o r the e f f e c t i v e s o l u t i o n of i t s nagging 
problems. I n other vrords, i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y can be strengthened most 
e f f e c t i v e l y by expanding the areas of mutual understanding and co-operation and by 
s u b s t i t u t i n g them f o r the areas of c o n f r o n t a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y i n the m i l i t a r y f i e l d . 
By the same token, i t vrould be a gross d i s s e r v i c e to the cause of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y and mutual imderstanding i f the m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l complex i n c e r t a i n 
c o u n t r i e s V i e r e to be allovred to a c c e l e r a t e the arms race i n p u r s u i t of deceptive 
" m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y " , or — as the case may be — to conjure the thr e a t of 
a l l e g e d " s u p e r i o r i t y " on the part of others i n order to cover and j u s t i f y i t s ovm 
designs. 

I n the considered vievr of the P o l i s h Government, i t i s imperative f o r the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to proceed promptly vrith p r a c t i c a l implementation of the 
ideas and recommendations formulated i n the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session. 

V/e b e l i e v e that the most important and urgent question i s the question of 
nucl e a r disarmament and the prevention of nuc l e a r vrar, vrhich — as we knovr — 
corresponds to the p r i o r i t i e s set f o r t h by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . I n t h i s connexion, i t 
i s of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e to commence, without f u r t h e r delay, n e g o t i a t i o n s by a l l 
nuclear-weapon States on the h a l t i n g of nuclear arms race, as urged by the 
General Assembly i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / 7 I H, adopted at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n . 

A r e a l i s t i c , m a t t e r - o f - f a c t and str a i g h t f o r v r a r d course tovrards disarmament 
and meaningful m i l i t a r y détente i n Europe and throughout the vrorld has been 
o f f e r e d r e c e n t l y i n the D e c l a r a t i o n of the States P a r t i e s to the V/arsavr Treaty. 
As w i l l be r e c a l l e d , the D e c l a r a t i o n , vrhich vras adopted at a meeting of the 
P o l i t i c a l Consviltative Committee he l d i n Moscovr l a s t November, has been 
.c i r c u l a t e d as an o f f i c i a l document of the General Assembly (А/З.З / 3 9 2 ) . 

The document has placed on record the grave concern o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
everyv/here at the attempts of c e r t a i n m i l i t a r i s t i c c i r c l e s i n the V/est to ac c e l e r a t e 
the t e c h n o l o g i c a l arms race. Vfnile v o i c i n g alarm over t h i s dangerous tendency, the 
D e c l a r a t i o n puts forvrard a comprehensive prograimae of measvires vrhich could pave the 
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way tovíards r e v e r s i n g the arms race and u l t i m a t e l y towards genuine disarmament. 
The States P a r t i e s to the ¥aroaw Treaty r e g i s t e r i n the document t h e i r determination 
to press f o r the achievement of these o b j e c t i v e s , i n accordance w i t h the s p i r i t 
and the l e t t e r of the recommendations of t h e . s p e c i a l session. 

As i t w e r e , the signatojries s t r e s s e d the continued \''alidity of the proposals 
vrhich the Soviet Union and other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s have made i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament, as vr e l l as t h e i r readiness to proceed, together w i t h other c o u n t r i e s , to 
a c o n s t r u c t i v e and productive c o n s i d e r a t i o n of such proposals. 

I n the vievr of my d e l e g a t i o n , the most s i g n i f i c a n t message conveyed i n the 
D e c l a r a t i o n i s the statement that there i s no type of weapon, vrhether n u c l e a r or 
conventional, vrhich the s o c i a l i s t States P a r t i e s t o the Warsavr Treaty are not ready 
to l i m i t or reduce, vrhether on r e g i o n a l or on g l o b a l s c a l e , on the b a s i s of s t r i c t 
observance of the p r i n c i p l e of undimini.shed. s e c u r i t y of each s i d e . I t may i r e l l be 
vrorthwhile r e c a l l i n g that the s i g n a t o r i e s of the D e c l a r a t i o n e x p r e s s l y r e a f f i r m that 
they have never sought, and do not seek at present, m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y over any 
State or group of States, that t h e i r m i l i t a r y e f f o r t s are and alv.rays v r i l l be aimed 
e x c l u s i v e l y at ensuring t h e i r own defence capacity. Indeed, t h i s posture d i r e c t l y 
r e f l e c t s t h e i r u n d e r l y i n g b e l i e f that m i l i t a r y balance i n Europe, and i n the vrorld f o r 
that matter, should be maintained not by i n c r e a s i n g armouries but by t h e i r r e d u c t i o n 
and by r e s o l u t e t r a n s i t i o n to s p e c i f i c measures of disarmament, e s p e c i a l l y i n the 
nuclear f i e l d . 

At the ver;,^ outset of my statement I took the l i b e r t y to r e f e r i n passing to 
the f a c t that my country has a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the Geneva m u l t i l a t e r a l 
disarmament negotia.tions ever since I 9 6 2 , I n a c t u a l f a c t , Polajid sought to malee 
a meaningful c o n t r i b u t i o n to a l l the e f f o r t s aimed at c o n s o l i d a t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y and promoting genuine disarmament throughout the past 3 3 post-vrar years. 
I t may be vrorth r e c a l l i n g that the f i r s t proposal i n the f i e l d of disarmament which 
Poland made at the United Nations dates back to 1 9 4 6 . Here than a decade l a t e r , i n 
1957> Poland used the same forum — and, a f t e r a few years, the opening session of 
the Eight e en-Nat i on Comnúttee on Disa.rmament — to submit a s p e c i f i c -and r e a l i s t i c 
p l a n f o r the c r e a t i o n of an atom-free zone i n C e n t r a l Europe. The pl a n i.'as 
subsequently modified to become sometliing of a b l u e p r i n t f o r a denuclearized and 
l i m i t e d arm.aments zone. 

VJhile that i d e a has, regretta,bly, not m a t e r i a l i z e d .in our part of the i r o r l d , 
i t c e r t a i n l y had d i r e c t impact upon the - o o l i t i c a l climate i n Europe and helped to 
encourage ima g i n a t i v e t h i n l c i n g elsevrhere, l e a d i n g u l t i m a t e l y to i t s p r a c t i c a l 
a p p l i c a t i o n on the L a t i n American continent. 
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I n 1 9 6 4 , again at the United I l a t i o n s , my country formulated a proposal to 
convene a conference of a l l European States i n order t o examine the problem'of 
European security- i n i t s e n t i r e t y . Some ten years l a t e r , owing to the a c t i v e and 
c o n s t r u c t i v e input from c o u n t r i e s of the s o c i a l i s t community as w e l l as from other 
S t a t e s , that i d e a came to f r u i t i o n w i t h the s i g n i n g at H e l s i n k i of the P i n a l Act of 
the Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe. 

D e d i c a t i o n to peace and disarmament i s deeply i n g r a i n e d i n the s o c i a l system 
of People's Poland, which has e s t a b l i s h e d a s t r i c t c o r r e l a t i o n betxfeen the 
su c c e s s f u l socio-economic development of the country and consis t e n t e f f o r t s t o 
secure f o r Poland the best p o s s i b l e e x t e r n a l c o n d i t i o n s , the co n d i t i o n s of peace and 
s e c u r i t y . Peace and se c u r i t y ' are the supreme aims of the f o r e i g n p o l i c y of Poland, 
and, indeed, a l s o of other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . Imaginative and consistent e f f o r t s 
to promote détente and genuine disarmament are — i n our viev/ — the best instruments 
to a t t a i n these o b j e c t i v e s . ¥e t r y to p r a c t i c e xliat we preach v/hen we get i n t i m a t e l y 
i n v o l v e d i n the Vienna, t a l k s to lov/er the dangerous l e v e l of m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
v/hich nov/ e x i s t s i n Ce n t r a l Europe. Me a l s o t r y to t r a n s l a t e our p r i n c i p l e s i n t o 
p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n at the United Ilations when, r e c o g n i z i n g that the f i r s t l i n e of 
defence a,gainst v/ar i s man h i m s e l f , we propose that something should be done about i t . 

Indeed., b e a r i n g i n mind the max.im v/hich a s s e r t s that " s i n c e v/a.rs begin i n the 
minds of men, i t i s i n the minds of men that the defences of peace must be 
constructed", v/e took the i n i t i a t i v e of proposing to the t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the 
General Assembly — and v/e ha.ve r e c e i v e d i t s unanimous endorsement f o r — a 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the pr e p a r a t i o n of s o c i e t i e s f o r l i f e i n peace. This subject v/as 
f i r s t r a i s e d by Edv/ard Gierek, the P i r s t Secretary of the C e n t r a l Conmittee of the 
P o l i s h United Workers' P a r t y v/ho, i n addressing the General Assembly i n 1 9 7 4 , 

s t r e s s e d i n p a r t i c u l a r the r i g h t of a l l nations to l i f e i n peace. 
As'the M i n i s t e r f o r Poreign A f f a i r s of Poland, Emil 1/ojtaszek, noted v/hen 

i n t r o d u c i n g the P o l i s h i n i t i a t i v e to the session o f the General Assembly l a s t 
September: 

"P r e p a r a t i o n f o r l i f e i n peace i s the k i n d of a c t i v i t y v/hich could be 
defined as the b u i l d i n g of an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of pea,ce i n the consciousness 
of n a t i o n s . The making of a peaceful i / o r l d can n e i t h e r be f u l l y e f f e c t i v e 
nor durable unless there i s a most profound av^areness i n the minds of men 
that world peace i s the supreme value and thereby an o b j e c t i v e of the 
highest p r i o r i t y " . 
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T a b l i n g the t e x t of the d r a f t D e c l a r a t i o n on the pr e p a r a t i o n of s o c i e t i e s f o r 
l i f e i n peace, Poland regard-od that a c t as a v a l i d c o n t r i b u t i o n to generating a 
climate of mutual t r u s t and a,n atmosphere conducive^ to more s i g n i f i c a n t , advances 
i n the f i e l d of disarmament. I7e b e l i e v e d , i n f a c t , that our step was tantamoimt 
to promoting the p r i n c i p l e s and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations — most 
s p e c i f i c a l l y , l a s t i n g peace and. s e c u r i t y f o r a l l . I t vras a matter of s p e c i a l 
s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r p u b l i c opinion i n Poland that the debate on the d r a f t 
D e c l a r a t i o n and i t s u n i v e r s a l approval were bear i n g out not only tho t i m e l i n e s s of 
the document but 3,lso the f a c t that a s p i r a t i o n f o r l a s t i n g peace i s the predominant 
f a c t o r i n the p o l i c i e s of S t a t e s . 

I should l i k e to t u r n now to s e v e r a l preoccupations, more immediate and 
p r a c t i c a l , which are r e l a t e d to the г/огк of t h i s disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g organ, an 
important m u l t i l a t e r a l forum which has obvious world-vride relevance. My 
Government shares the wid e l y h e l d view that the enlargement of the Committee's 
membership embracing, as i t does, both n u c l e a r and non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , 
developed and developing ones, a l i g n e d and non-aligned a l i k e , i r i l l be a more 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e body wherein the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the course and f o r the r e s u l t s of 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s \rill be shared by the i n t e m a t i o n a l community more 
e q u i t a b l y . We must not f o r g e t , furthermore, that the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n has a l s o 
provided f o r s p e c i f i c procedural and substantive arrangements whereby States not 
members of the Committee w i l l be a b l e , i f they so wish, to make proposals, to . 
p a r t i c i p a t e .in — as many of them are i n f a c t doing r i g h t at t h i s meeting — and 
othervrise to f o l l o w the proceedings of the Committee, a l l c f which s u b s t a n t i a l l y . 
adds to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e character of t h i s organ. 

The P i n a l Document adopted by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n has mapped the road f o r the 
Committee on Disarmament to f o l l o v i i n the days and months, ahead. The programme of 
a c t i o n o u t l i n e d i n the document sets r e a l i s t i c p r i o r i t i e s v/hich must be fol l o w e d 
p r e c i s e l y and v/ith due determination. Continuing i t s viork, the Committee on 
Disarma.ment must take f u l l advantage of the previous experience and e x p e r t i s e , 
p u t t i n g them to the best use of the i n t e r e s t of i t s ov/n e f f e c t i v e v/ork. 

Poland f e e l s s t r o n g l y t h a t , above a l l , the Conmiittee on Disairnament must 
continue the pending business, e s p e c i a l l y v/here the n e g o t i a t i n g process has reached 
a c r u c i a l stage, or v.diere seriousness of the problems in v o l v e d ca,lls f o r urgent and 
p o s i t i v e a c t i o n by the enlarged Committee. Thus, v/hile we are l o o k i n g forv/ard to the 
e a r l y and p o s i t i v e outcome of the t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s on the complete and 
general p r o h i b i t i o n of nuc l e a r v/eapon t e s t s , v,'e f e e l that the Committee must pursue 
i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of that matter v/ith renev/ed vigovir. 

file:///rill
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The important tasks of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i n c l u d e the question of 
e f f e c t i v e prevention of the spread of n u c l e a r weapons, the subject of one of the 
foremost recommer/.ations of the s p e c i a l i ession. My country has always b e l i e v e d that 
the u h i v e r s a l i z a t i o n of the régime of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n of nuclear weapons, as 
embodied i n the NPT, would be the surest way to preclude the p l i y s i c a l spread of these 
vreapons and to promote the vfidest i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n the peaceful 
a p p l i c a t i o n s of pnergy of the atom. Both these o b j e c t i v e s vrould be served by 
enhanced e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the Ii\EA safeguards, v/hich Poland c o n s i s t e n t l y seeks 
v/ithin the Agency framevrork and through c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the г/огк of the 
"London Club"-. 

P a r a l l e l p o l i t i c a l or i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l measures capable of c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to a heightened sense of s e c u r i t y of non-nuclea3>-weapon States vfould c o n s t i t u t e 
i n t e g r a l elements of the broad range of measures aimed at preventing the spread of 
nuclear v/eapons and a v o i d i n g the t h r e a t of a nuclear c o n f l i c t . I v/ould l i k e to 
r e c a l l t h a t i n t h i s regard, responding to an i n i t i a t i v e of the Soviet Government, 
the t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General Assembly has requested our Comiaittee to take 
e f f e c t i v e measures f o r the strengthening of the s e c u r i t y of non-nu clear-v/eapon 
States through appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements. Indeed, v/e are urged to 
consider, at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e time, s p e c i f i c drafts' of an i n t e m a t i o n a l 
convention. As the Secretary-General, Dr. Kurt V/aldheim, has r i g h t l y noted i n h i s 
valuable and p e n e t r a t i n g message addressed to t h i s session of the Committee — 
"... i f progress can be achieved on t h i s question, an important element of s t a b i l i t y 
v / i l l be introduced i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , w i t h b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s on other 
disarmament questions". 

¥e are confident that no one v/ould l e g i t i m a t e l y claim that the a s p i r a t i o n s of 
people anyv/here could be possiblj)- met by f u r t h e r improvement of the e x i s t i n g or the 
development of nev/ types of v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . Quite to the contrary. 
V/e, t h e r e f o r e , wish to urge the Committee to accord hig'h p r i o r i t y to the question 
of the p r o h i b i t i o n of the developraent of nev/ types of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , 
as r e q u i r e d by the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session. 1/e b e l i e v e that there 
are no insurraountable o b s t a c l e s to the e l a b o r a t i o n of a comprehensive agreement, 
supplemented by agreements on s p e c i f i c weapons, i f and v/hen i d e n t i f i e d . 
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I f l i i l e on the subject of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , I f e e l duty-hound t o s t r e s s 
the p a r t i c u l a r concern of the people and of my Government over two types of such 
xreapons which are s p e c i f i c a l l y meant to a n n i h i l a t e l i f e , i n the f i r s t p lace human l i f e . 
I r e f e r , of course, t o chemical weapons. As ve know, a ban on t h e i r development, 
production and s t o c k p i l i n g - i s l o n g overdue. АРЛ I a l s o r e f e r to the n u c l e a r neutron 
weapons, the prospect of xrhose deployment i n the heart of Europe has-been r e v o l t i n g 
to p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Poland and throughout Europe ever since such a design became 
Icnown. We xjould wish to hope that i n the i n t e r e s t of o b j e c t i v e s x/hich xre a l l c h e r i s h , 
the plans to develop and deploy n u c l e a r neutron x/eapons • ' ' i l l be put to r e s t once and 
f o r a l l . 

The P o l i s h d e l e g a t i o n c o n f i d e n t l y expects that t h i s important body vill not 
f a i l to consider at the e a r l i e s t opportunity, as i t i s o b l i g a t e d under General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n s and i n the l i g h t of the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e ssion, the 
e l a b o r a t i o n of f u r t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements i n the f i e l d of disarmament f o r the 
prevention of an arms race on the sea-bed and the ocean f l o o r . 

My l i s t of the p r e s s i n g items xrhich ax-rait urg'ent and c o n s t r u c t i v e examination 
by the Committee at i t s _ current and f u t u r e sessions xrould be f a r too incomplete 
xrithout adding tx-ro questions: the r e d u c t i o n of m i l i t a r y budgets and the l i m i t a t i o n 
of oonventional arms t r a n s f e r s . My d e l e g a t i o n f e e l s very s t r o n g l y , i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
t hat i t vrould be i n the immediate i n t e r e s t both of the c e s s a t i o n of the arms race 
and of a i d to developing c o u n t r i e s i f the question of the r e d u c t i o n of m i l i t a r y 
budgets of States vith. major economic and m i l i t a r y p o t e n t i a l s were to be considered^ 
i n the l i g h t of i t s p o l i t i c a l m e r i ts r a t h e r than i n the context of endless t e c h n i c a l 
s t u d i e s . 

In concluding'-, l e t me u n d e r l i n e fcxro c o n s i d e r a t i o n s vrhich, i n the view of my 
cotmtry, are paramount to our endeavours: 
1 . To achieve meaningful progress tox.'ards genuine disarma,ment, States must 

forsvrear attempts at g a i n i n g u n i l a t e r a l advantage at the expense of the 
l e g i t i m a t e s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s of others. To malce such genuine disarmament 
p o s s i b l e and enduring, i t i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e to secure u n i v e r s a l adherence to 
disarmament agreements. 

2. While important and r e l e v a n t , no i n s t i t u t i o n a l or procedural arrangements i n 
the f i e l d of disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s can be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the p o l i t i c a l x r i l l 
of Governments and peoples to seek disarmamont. 
As f a r as Poland and the P o l i s h people are concerned, they x r i l l never be found 

xranting vrhen i t comes f o r the x r i l l to seek peace and s e c u r i t y through genuine 
disarmament. I t i s i n t h i s s p i r i t that my d e l e g a t i o n x r i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
endeavours of the Committee on Disarmament. 



CD/PV.. 5 
1 5 

Mr. EL-SHAPEI •• (Egypt); Mr. Chairman, may I a s s o c i a t e myself, as w e l l as 
my d e l e g a t i o n , w i t h a l l the expressions of k i n d sentiments and words of p r a i s e 
addressed" to you end, through you, to youx- country. The l e a d i n g and ominous 
r o l e of A l g e r i a i n the e r a d i c a t i o n of the u n j u s t l e g a c i e s and shackles of the 
past, and i n the establishment of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l order, based on sovereign 
e q u a l i t y , p o l i t i c a l independence, economic j u s t i c e and a r e l i a b l e system of 
c o l l e c t i v e s e c t i r i t y , augurs w e l l f o r t h i s new important phase i n disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n . - -

I t i s w i t h a deep sense- of cautious optimism that my d e l e g a t i o n i s t a k i n g 
p a r t i n t h i s f i r s t s e s s i o n of the newly c o n s t i t u t e d m u l t i l a t e r a l "disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i n g Body. We hope and t r u s t t h a t t h i s new r e s t r u c t u r i n g — a p o s i t i v e 
outcome of the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n r f the General Assembly — w i l l l e a d to a 
more e f f e c t i v e i n t e m a t i o n a l n e g o t i a t i n g body, me which i s more r e f l e c t i v e of 
world r e a l i t i e s and of the shared i n t e r e s t s of the whole i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
i n the sphere of disarmament. 

We b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s could be a t t a i n e d i f the ground r u l e s adopted by the 
General Assembly f o r t h i s body are complemented by and matched w i t h a programme >>f 
work r e f l e c t i n g the new determination and f r e s h approach adopted at the tenth 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . An agenda which c l e a r l y and adequately i d e n t i f i e s and focuses 
upon p r i o r i t i e s , a set of r u l e s of procédure which i n s u r e the p r i n c i p l e s of democracy 
and guard against p a r a l y s i s and stagnation, are some of the important elements which 
can secure success. 

• F u r t h e r , we regard the p a r t i c i p a t i o n c f a l l nuclear-Power States i n 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s to be a necessary p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r any meaningful and 
pragmatic approach towards a u n i v e r s a l l y a p p l i c a b l e disarmament measure. I t i s 
t h e r e f o r e " a p p r o p r i a t e to renew our hope and e x p e c t a t i o n that the People's Republic 
of China w i l l deem i t f i t - to take an a c t i v e p a r t i n t h i s body i n a not so d i s t a n t 
f u t u r e , , -

I would, however, hasten to add a-proviso of c a r d i n a l importance, namely that' 
a l l our e f f o r t s w i l l be of no a v a i l and the whole e x e r c i s e w i l l be rendered f u t i l e 
i f the r e q u i r e d p o l i t i c a l w i l l to act courageously i s l a c k i n g , and the moral 
commitment to our cherished goal of general and complete disarmament under . 
e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l i s absent. 

I n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 P, 'the General Assembly expressed i t s c o n v i c t i o n 
t h a t the F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l . s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament provided a 
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s o l i d b a s i s to set i n motion an i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament s t r a t e g y that makes i t 
p o s s i b l e at the same time; 

"(a) To c a r r y out what i s the .most e x t i v e and urgent task of the present 
day, namely, the removal of the t h r e a t of з. vrorld war, which would 
i n e v i t a b l y be a nuclear vrar; 
(b) To channel the n e g o t i a t i o n s among States towards the f i n a l goal of 
general and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , 
on the understanding thot such n e g o t i a t i o n s s h a l l be conducted co n c u r r e n t l y 
w i t h n e g o t i a t i o n s on p a r t i a l measures of disarmament г 
(c) To strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y and to promote the 
economic and s o c i a l advancem.ent of a l l peoples, thus, f a c i l i t a t i n g the 
achievement of the new I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Order". 
Consonant w i t h that s t r a t e g y , the P i n a l Pocument Programme of A c t i o n defines 

the p r i o r i t i e s c f disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s to be nuclear weapons; other weapons 
of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g chemical weapons; conventional weapons, i n c l u d i n g 
any v;hich may be deem.ed to be e x c e s s i v e l y i n j u r i o u s or to have i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 
e f f e c t , and r e d u c t i o n of armed f o r c e s . 

I t v;as g r a t i f y i n g to note the h i g h p r i o r i t j ' - which has been accorded i n the 
P i n a l ' Pocument to nuclear v^feapons as the greatest danger to mankind and i t s s u r v i v a l , 
as vrell.as the s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y borne by the nuclear-weapon States — i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , those a.mong them which possess the most important nuclear arsenals — 
i n the task of a c h i e v i n g nuclear disarmament. 

The c a l l f o r nuclear disarmament was — my d e l e g a t i o n vrould l i k e to r e c a l l — 
one of the m.ain pleas of the non-aligned countries d u r i n g the s p e c i a l s e s s i o i i , out 
of the f i r m c o n v i c t i o n that the complete e l i m i n a t i o n of nuclear weapons i s the 
most e f f e c t i v e guarantee against the danger of nuclear war and an e s s e n t i a l 
c o n d i t i o n f o r strengthening i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

The Programme of A c t i o n aô.opted du r i n g the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n s p e c i f i e d that the 
achievement of nuclear disarmament w i l l r e q u i r e , among nther t h i n g s , urgent 
n e g o t i a t i o n s of agreements f o r the c e s s a t i o n of the q u a l i t a t i v e improvement and 
development of nuclear-wea.pon systems. 

High among these n e g o t i a t i o n s i s the one concerning tho c o n c l u s i o n of a t r e a t y 
p r o h i b i t i n g nuclear-vreapon t e s t s . My d e l e g a t i o n cannot but r e g i s t e r i t s r e g r e t 
t h a t the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body has not been able as yet to s t a r t 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s matter of highest p r i o r i t y , due to the non-submission of the 
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j o i n t d r a f t t r e a t y ci;^pected from the three nuclear-weapon S t a t e s . I t cannot hut 
urge these States to use t h e i r utmost endeavours to comply w i t h the 
General Assembly's request and submit to t h i s Committee the d r a f t of such a t r e a t y 
at the beginning of t h i s s e s s i o n . F u r t h e r , my d e l e g a t i o n r e i t e r a t e s i t s hope 
that the moratorium c a l l e d f o r by the General ilssembly w i t h respect to the conduct 
of any t e s t i n g of nuclear weapons and other nuclear e x p l o s i v e devices be respected 
and upheld. 

Another measure of s i g n i f i c a n t importance towards the same end would be the 
c o n c l u s i o n of the agreement i n the second s e r i e s of the s t r a t e g i c arms l i m i t a t i o n s 
t a l k s . This agreement v/hich has been r e g r e t t a b l y overdue should, at the e a r l i e s t 
p o s s i b l e date, be t r a n s m i t t e d to the General Assembly to be promptly f o l l o w e d by 
f u r t h e r s t r a t e g i c arms l i m i t a t i o n n e g o t i a t i o n s between the two p a r t i e s l e a d i n g to 
agreed s i g n i f i c a n t recluctions and q u a l i t a t i v e l i m i t a t i o n s on s t r a t e g i c arms. 

-. I n i t s quest f o r peace, Egypt cannot l o s e s i g h t of the f r i g h t e n i n g prospect 
of the i n t r o d u c t i o n of nuclear weapons to the Middle East, a nightmare which could 
g r e a t l y threaten i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , i n f l i c t i r r e p a r a b l e damage upon 
the c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g e f f o r t s and f u r t h e r complicate the s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t r e g i o n . 
I t was t h e r e f o r e Egypt's p e r s i s t e n t demand to talce p r a c t i c a l and urgent steps to 
e s t a b l i s h a nuclear-v/eapon-free zone i n the Middle E a s t . The I r a n i a n - E g y p t i a n 
i n i t i a t i v e i n t h i s r egard f i v e years a,go was a c l e a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n of t K i s goal. 
Egypt, i n compliance v/ith paragraph A of General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / б 4 » i s 
prepared, to d e c l a r e , on a r e c i p r o c a l b a s i s — pending, and i n the process of the 
establishment of such a zone i n the Middle East — that i t v / i l l r e f r a i n from 
producing, a c q u i r i n g , or i n any other way, possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear 
e x p l o s i v e devices, and from p e r m i t t i n g the s t a t i o n i n g of nuclear weapons on i t s 
t e r r i t o r y by any t h i r d p a r t y and to agree to place a l l i t s nuclear a c t i v i t i e s 
under I n t e m a t i o n a l Atomic Energy Agency safeguards. I t , f u r t h e r , stands ready 
to d e c l a r e i t s support f o r the e s t a b l i s h i n g of such a zone i n the r e g i o n and to 
deposit i t s declaration, w i t h the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . 

I t i s r p g r e t t a b l e , hov/ever, t h a t the overx-zhelming support of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community f o r the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone .in the Middle East 
has been so f a r f r u s t r a t e d by the i n t r a n s i g e n t and u n y i e l d i n g p o l i c i e s and 
a t t i t u d e s of the Government of I s r a e l which stand as a stvunbling block i n the way 
of the establishment of such a zone. These p o l i c i e s , combined w i t h the I s r a e l i 
r e f u s a l to be bound by the NPT or to subject i t s nuclear a c t i v i t i e s t o IAEA 
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safeguards, can о ely subject the v/hole Mi, die East to the i n c a l c u l a b l e menace of 
the nuclear arms race and challenge the e f f o r t s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and 
make the search f o r peace i n the Middle East more i n t r i c a t e and. troublesome. 

Another p o l i c y of defiance of the w i l l of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i s the 
p e r s i s t e n t attempt by the r a c i s t régime of South A f r i c a to challenge the 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the Donuclea.rizaticn of A f r i c a , and i t s close nuclear c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
w i t h I s r a e l . This p o l i c y i s of an cquo.lly important concern f o r my country, 
since i t c o n s t i t u t e s , \re b e l i e v e , a serious t h r e a t to i n t e r n e t i o n a l peace and 
s e c u r i t y andu places a g r a v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y upon the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

The goal of nuclear n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the e f f o r t to 
h a l t the arms race. I t could only be guara.nteed through the u n i v e r s a l a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the KPT. I n t h i s r espect, I would l i k e to re-emphasize that Egypt i s ready to 
complete the l e g a l f o r m a l i t i e s r e q u i r e d f o r becoming a p a r t y to the И?Т the moment 
I s r a e l would accede to that t r e a t y . On t h i s subject, we are of the view, ñowever, 
that a l l e f f o r t s should be exerted to redress the imbalance between the o b l i g a t i o n s 
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the nuclear and non-nuclear weapon States r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
F u r t h e r , the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of access to technology, equipment and m a t e r i a l s 
f o r the p e a c e f u l uses of nuclear energy f o r economic and s o c i a l development should 
be unquestionably guaranteed, given adequate safeguards, to a l l S t a t e s , w i t h 
p a r t i c u l a r regard to the 'needs of the dcA-elcping c o u n t r i e s . " The coming Review 
Conference of the ¡íPT to be h e l d i n 1980 provides an ajnple opportunity f o r the 
realiáation of these l e g i t i m a t e and j u s t demands. 

The p r o h i b i t i o n and prevention of the develojoment, prod,uction and use of 
other weapons and systems of mass destr-action f i g u r e s as one of the h i g h p r i o r i t y 
items i n the f i n a l doctimcnt of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . Among them, the conclusion 
of a convention on the complete э-nd effecti\''e p r o h i b i t i o n of the dev^elopment, 
production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l chemical weapons and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n vas 

considered to be one of tho most urgent tasks of m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . I t 
i s t h e r e f o r e , p e r t i n e n t that the General Assembly has requested t h i s Committee t c 
undertalce at i t s f i r s t session'on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s convention 
and, at the same time, has urged the USSR and the U n i t e d States of America to 
submit t h e i r j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e to tho Committee on Disarmament 1гт. order t c a s s i s t 
i t i n a c h i e v i n g an e a r l y agreement on t h i s s u b j e c t . 

Another urgent p r i o r i t y i n disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s i s the p r o h i b i t i o n or 
r e s t r i c t i o n of the use of c e r t a i n conventionat weapons which may be deemed to be 
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e x c e s s i v e l y i n j u r i o u s or to have i n d i s c r i m i n a t e e f f e c t s . I t i s our hope th a t the 
ITnited Nations Conference on t h i s subject — to be h e l d t h i s year — w i l l be able 
to reach an agreement on s p e c i f i c instruments. Egypt's p o s i t i o n i n t h i s connexion 
i s based on the assumption that p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s i n t h i s f i e l d would s t i m u l a t e 
f-urther measures i n the broader f i e l d of disarmament, and on the humanitarian 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t undue s u f f e r i n g should be avoided. Having, u n f o r t u n e t e l y , 
been subjected to many inhumane weapons w i t h a c a p a c i t y to o v e r k i l l , i t i s only 
n a t u r a l f o r Egypt to support the c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the coming Conference of the f u l l 
range of weaponry which f i t s the mandate assigned by the General Assembly. ¥e 
b e l i e v e that such an endeavour i s a multidimensional one and that a l l aspects, of 
a humanitarian or n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y nature, should be duly considered i n order to 
a t t a i n the u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e of the t o t a l p r o h i b i t i o n of such weapons. 

S i m i l a r l y , n e g o t i a t i o n s on the l i m i t a t i o n s and r e d u c t i o n of conventional 
weapons should be i n i t i a t e d and a c t i v e l y pursued on the b a s i s of p a r i t y and 
undiminished mutual s e c u r i t y f o r a l l . I t should a l s o be without p r e j u d i c e to the 
inherent r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e s e l f - d e f e n c e and the r i g h t to s e l f -
ô,etermination and independence of peoples under c o l o n i a l or f o r e i g n domination. 

My d e l e g a t i o n , while f u l l y aware of the p r i o r i t i e s set f o r t h i n the F i n a l 
Document, cannot nonetheless l o s e s i g h t of the f a c t that the implementation of 
these p r i o r i t i e s should l e a d to general and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , which remains the u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e of a l l e f f o r t s exerted 
i n the sphere of disarmament. I t i s cvœ hcpe, t h e r e f o r e , that the Disarmament 
Commission w i l l be able, i n the near f u t u r e , to transmit to o u r Committee -7-

through the General Assembly — the duly considered elements of the comprehensive 
programme f o r disarmament. I n t h i s way, we w i l l be able to discharge our 
mandate — namely, to undertalce the e l a b o r a t i o n of a comprehensive programme of 
disarmament encompassing a l l measures t h o u ^ t to be advisable i n order to ensure 
that the goal of general and complete disarmam.ent under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n t r o l becomes r e a l i t y . 

The f i r s t Disarmament Decade i s f a s t coming to an end. P r a , c t i c a l meas^ures 
towards the f u l f i l m e n t of the o b j e c t i v e s set f o r t h i n General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 2 6 0 2 E (XXIV) have been, to our r e g r e t and alarm, q u i t e scarce. 

Annual m i l i t a r y expenditure has reached the astronomical f i g u r e of 
$ 3 5 0 b i l l i o n . Р1л/е to s i x per cent of the t o t a l production of gooô.s and s e r v i c e s 
i s being d i v e r t e d to m i l i t a r y needs. M i l i t a r y a c t i v i t i e s throughout the world 
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ahsorh a volume of resources equivalent t - ahout two-thirds c f the aggregate gross 
na,tional product of these" countrxes wnicn comprise tho poorest h a l f of the world's 
po p u l a t i o n . The opportunity cost of t h i s c o l o s s a l m i l i t a r y expenditure i s 
awesome i n hoth f i n a n c i a l a,nd human terms. 

Paragraph 55 of the P i n a l Document of the General Assembly's tenth s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n on disarmament c l e a r l y a s s e r t s t h a t : 

"There i s a close r e l a t i o n s h i p hetxieen disarmament and development. Progress 
i n the form.er xrould help g r e a t l y i n the r e a l i z a t i o n of the l a t t e r . Therefore 
resources r e l e a s e d as a r e s u l t of the implementation of disarmament measures would 
he devoted to the economic and s o c i a l development of a l l nations and co n t r i b u t e to 
the b r i d g i n g of the economic gap between developed and developing c o u n t r i e s " . 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Str a t e g y f o r the Second U n i t e d Mations Development 
Decad-e envisaged Government a.ssistance of 0 . 7 per cent of the GÏÏP to f a c i l i t a . t e a 
groxrth r a t e of 6 per cent f o r developing c o u n t r i e s . I t has been estimated that a 
5 per cent s h i f t of current expenditures on arms to development would s u f f i c e to 
approach the o f f i c i a l t a r g e t s f o r a i d . The' f u l f i l m e n t of t h i s t a r g e t would be an 
important and c o n s t r u c t i v e step towards e r a s i n g the want and poverty i n which txro 
t h i r d s of the world's p o p u l a t i o n l i v e , as w e l l a.s a s o l i d c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
establishment of the noxr i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. 

In i t s tenacious search f o r a j u s t ejid l a s t i n g peace i n the Middle East, Egypt 
i s f u l l y cognizant of the close r e l a t i o n s h i p betxreon disarmament and development. 
The establishment of a durable and honourable peace i n t h i s t r o u b l e d r e g i o n of the 
world w i l l d e f i n i t e l y provide a s o l i d b a s i s f o r s e c u r i t y . But i t w i l l a l s o permit 
the States of the r e g i o n to t r a n s f e r huge resources, l o n g being a l l o c a t e d to 
m i l i t a r y purposes, tovrards the economic and s o c i a l d.exrelcpment and xrelfare of the 
whole r e g l e n and i t s peoples. 

I t i s a tru-ism that the process of disarmament x r i l l be ¡greatly erJianced w i t h • 
the pursuance of p o l i c i e s and tho talcing of measures to strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace and s e c u r i t y and to b u i l d confidence among S t a t e s . Ну de l e g a t i o n xrould 
l i k e to r e c a l l xrhat has been s t a t e d i n t h i s connexion i n the P i n a l Document, 
namely that "Disarmament, r e l a x a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n , respect f o r the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and n a t i o n a l independeiice, the peaceful settlement c f 
disputes i n accordance w i t h the Charter of the U n i t e d Hâtions and the strengthening 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y are d i r e c t l y related, bo each other". 

Tho task f a c i n g t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g body i s a mosb d i f f i c u l t and c h a l l e n g i n g one. 
But vre are convinced nonetheless that xrith added determination and renexred commitment 
xre v r i l l be able to f u l f i l vrorld expectations and seb the stage f o r the establishment 
of a genuine and l a s b i n g peace based on the respect of the r u l e of lavr. 
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]У1г. OERREPE ( E t h i o p i a ) : I'h:. Cliairman, the E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n j o i n s 
others who have spoken before i n c o n g r a t u l a t i n g yov. o n assiraing the chalrnianship 
of t h i s f i r s t s e s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmrment. V/e express f u l l confidence 
i n уоггг l e a d e r s h i p and pledge complete support towards a c h i e v i n g concrete r e s u l t s . 
¥e welcome those members who are p a r t i c i p a t i n g f o r the f i r s t time i n these 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . Ш are p a r t i c u l a r l y g r a t i f i e d t h ? t a considerable пшЬег 
of them come from the developing and non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , which makes 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . V/e also vj-elcome the f a c t that more of the 
nuclear-power States are p l a y i n g t h e i r proper r o l e end hope that t h i s trend v i l l 
continue •until a l l take an a c t i v e p a r t i n ôisarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

The t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
devoted to disarmament demonstrated the overvjhelming d e s i r e of the vast m a j o r i t y 
of mankind f o r an end to the arms race. I n h i s message to the s p e c i a l session, 
the E t h i o p i a n Head of State, L t . C o l o n e l Mengistu H a i l e Mariam, pointed out that 
"the advent of the nuclear age and the subsequent s t o c l q ) i l i n g of i n c r e a s i n g l y 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d and deadly v/eapons i s today i m p e r i l l i n g manlcind and a l l human 
c i v i l i z a t i o n w i t h nuclear a n n i h i l a t i o n " . 

More than 10 years ago, the previous Committee on Disarmament agreed on a 
p r o v i s i o n a l agenda s e t t i n g out p r i o r i t y items r e l a t i n g to the c e s s a t i o n of the 
n u c l e a r arms race, chemical and b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l v/arfare, r e g i o n a l arms l i m i t a t i o n s 
and other c o l l a t e r a l measures which v/ould l e a d e v e n t u a l l y to general and complete 
disarmament. Today, v/e have before us an almost i d e n t i c a l set of p r i o r i t i e s 
emanating from the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly and endorsed by 
r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / 7 1 H of the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 
Even more d i s t u r b i n g i s the f a c t that i n the i n t e r v e n i n g p e r i o d , f a r from 
d e c l i n i n g , the arms race has a c c e l e r a t e d to alarming pi-oportions: more nuclear 
warheads and nev/ v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n have been developed. H o s t i l i t i e s 
around 'the v/-orld have continued apace. 

As v/e embark upon a nev/ attempt to proceed vrith disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
the E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n ventures to ask vrhy e f f o r t s i n t h i s sphere have scored 
EC l i t t l e success i n the past and \fhj the v/orld stands on •the b r i n k of 
s e l f - a n n i h i l a t i o n ? Vv̂e recognize t h a t the task of disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s i s 
i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d to the question of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y and to 
the b u i l d i n g of confidence among S t a t e s . 
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There are i c i ces at work i n the vrorl" today, v/Mch thro igh covert and overt 
operations d e s t a b i l i z e c o u n t r i e s , crush progressive movements and perpetuate 
aggression while attempting to r e a l i g n c ountries against t h e i r ovm i n t e r e s t . 
These a c t i v i t i e s are r e s p o n s i b l e f o r n o t n t i n g \K>rlù t e n s i o n and must cease i i 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l detente i s to be deepened. E t h i o p i a i s w e l l placed to a.ppreciate 
t l i i s n e c e s s i t y , becavise she has been a v i c t i m o i such type of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
machinations not o n l y throughout modern timer, but also o n l y l e s s than two yeaxa 

ago when h o s t i l e f o r c e s attempted to dismember the n a t i o n and h a l t the processes 
of.change set i n motion b y the E t h i o p i a n people i n t h e i r quest f o r equity, j u s t i c e 
and peace i n E t h i o p i a . A wider conflagra,tion could have ensued had the E t h i o p i a n 
people not made a l l the s a c r i f i c e s necessary to maintain t h e i r n a t i o n a l i n t e g r i t y 
and promote peace i n the Horn of A f r i c a . 

To secure peace i t i s necessary that equitahle and progressive s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l ara .economic changes take place w i t h i n and between nations and. that 
mutual respect f o r sovereignty, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and p o l i t i c a l and economic 
independence be promoted. The r i g h t of a n a t i o n to choose i t s own s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l system and the non-use of f o r c e i n the s e t t l i n g o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l disputes 
demand nothing more than adherence to the purposes and fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of 
the United Hâtions Charter, to which E t h i o p i a remains f i r m l y committed. 

Concurrent w i t h the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the members of the Horth A t l a n t i c 
Treaty Organization (НАТО) convened a summit meeting at which they decided to 
embark upon a q u a l i t a t i v e and q u a n t i t a t i v e i n c r e a s e i n armaments, unprecedented i n 
the l i i s t o r y of that o r g a n i z a t i o n . This a c t i o n has been r e g r e t t e d by many c o u n t r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g E t M o p i a , as evidence of a s u x p r i s i n g degree of contempt f o r the 
world.-wide struggle f o r détente, peace, s e c u r i t y and disarmament. 

Representatives of peoples and t h e i r Governments, p a r t i c u l a r l y those of the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , wish to see an end to the arms race. They have expressed 
s i m i l a r concerns before the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted 
to disarmament. Many have deplored the c a l l o u s waste o f vast human, t e c l m o l o g l c a l 
and m a t e r i a l resources b e i n g devoted to maintain a "balance o f t e r r o r " and to keep 
the wax i n d u s t r y going. The E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n notes a.gain w i t h concern the 
sta g g e r i n g f i g u r e of Ol b i l l i o n per day b e i n g spent on armaments. This sua when 
c a l c u l a t e d annually i s e q u i v a l e n t to the aggregated GNP o f those c o u n t r i e s which 
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together comprise the poorer h a l f of the world. D i v e r t i n g part of these resoiirces 
to economic and s o c i a l development would nalce the d i f f e r e n c e between l i f e and death 
f o r m i l l i o n s who l a c k b a s i c h e a l t h care s e r v i c e s , between s t a r v a t i o n and the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of minimum q u a n t i t i e s of n u t r i t i o u s food and between the darkness of 
i l l i t e r a c y and the a c q u i s i t i o n of b a s i c Icnowledge and s k i l l s f o r hundreds of 
m i l l i o n s of liuman beings, 

E t h i o p i a , t h e r e f o r e , both appreciates and supports the i n i t i a t i v e taken and 
the e f f o r t s made by the cotrmunity of s o c i a l i s t States, i n p a r t i c u l a r the 
Soviet Union, at the t h i r t y - t h i r d session of tlie General Assembly o f the 
United Nations to introduce r e s o l u t i o n s designed to ensure the s u r v i v a l of man, 
by a v e r t i n g a. nuclear holocaust. Ife f i n d even more encouraging the message to 
the Committee on Disarmament by the Head of the Soviet d e l e g a t i o n which c a l l e d 
f o r p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s i n 1 9 7 9 and "quicker progress i n s o l v i n g p r i n c i p a l problems 
of disarmament, e s p e c i a l l y nuclear disarmament". 

The r e - a c t i v a t e d Disarmament Commission as a d e l i b e r a t i v e body of the 
General Assembly and the expanded Committee on Disarmament should provide to 
the community of nations the means by which to adopt bold measures of disarmament, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y n uclear disarmament. Nuclear-weapon States not only must remove the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s standing i n the w a j of n e g o t i a t i o n s , but they should a l s o malee 
genuine e f f o r t s to achieve detente, peace and s t a b i l i t y so that the deprived 
peoples of the world w i l l be able to provide f o r t h o i r ovm genuine s e c u r i t y and 
economic needs and a s p i r a t i o n s . I t i s against t h i s background that the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the General Assembly defined p r i o r i t i e s v/hich i t requested 
the Committee on Disarmament to consider and act upon. In our viev; the Committee 
on Disarmament has before i t the f o l l o w i n g major t a s k s ; r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 '̂̂ f 
General Assembly requests the Committee on Disarmament to undertalce on a p r i o r i t y 
b a s i s n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-weapon 
t e s t s . Hany c o u n t r i e s recognize that some progress has been made i n the t r i p a r t i t e 
t a l k s between the United Kingdom, the USSR and the United States of America. 
Hov/ever, an agreed t e x t r e s u l t i n g from these n e g o t i a t i o n s has as yet to be 
submitted f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n , v/hile f u l l y aware of the 
t e c h n i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l v e d , i s nevertheless convinced of the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
concluding a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y i f a l l the nuclear-v/eapon States 



CD/PV.5 
• 2 4 

(lîr. T e r r e f e , E t h i o p i a ) 

demonstrate e q u a l l y the p o l i t i c a l v r i l l tc adhere s t r i c t l y t • the many r e s o l u t i o n s 
of the General Assembly on the su b j e c t . That nuclear vreapons pose the most serious 
t h r e a t to the s u r v i v a l of mankind has been r e a f f i r m e d . The thr e a t or the use of 
force as a, means of s e t t l i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l disputes has l o n g been e s t a b l i s h e d to 
be against the p r i n c i p l e of the United i l a t i o n s Charter. The a t t i t u d e of the 
nuclear-xreapon States toi/ard these c r u c i a l issues i s â  measure of t h e i r genuine 
d e s i r e to move tovrard disarmaaent goals. I t i s our hope that the nevr momentum 
given to the Comxaittee on Disarmament by the General Assem.bly i r i l l so i n f l u e n c e 
our d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n t h i s Session of the Conmiittee on Disarmament that vre u i l l 
achieve concrete measures toxrard n e g o t i a t i o n s of a comprehensive test-ban ( C T D ) 
t r e a t y . 

The development of other \тег.-ропБ of mass d e s t r u c t i o n i n c l u d i n g chemical 
vreapons i s another subject xrhich \rould r e q u i r e our irxaediate a l t e n t i c n . I t has been 
re p e a t e d l y s t a t e d that the development of the neutron bomb v i l l i n e v i t a b l y i n t e n s i f y 
the arms race, jeopardize ongoing n e g o t i a t i o n s and undermine the p o s i t i v e process of 
dótente. V/e r e a f f i r m the vievr, that t h i s nevr vreapon, vrhich i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t argeted against human beings, should not be developed and deployed. 

R e s o l u t i o n 35/59 A requests "the Committee to give high p r i o r i t y to a t r e a t y 
or convention on the complete and e f f e c t i v e p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, 
production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l types 01 chemical vreapons and on t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . 
The United States of America and the USSR ax-e urged to submit t h e i r j o i n t proposal 
to the Committeo on Disarmament, h h i l e the former CCD f u l l y appreciated that 
there had been a narrowing of views on the part of the nuc l e a r Poxrers tovrards a 
batn on chemical ireapons, s e v e r a l members, i n c l u d i n g the E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n , 
xrere disappointed that complete agreement had not been reached. E t h i o p i a , because 
of i t s b i t t e r experience, has alvrays a,dvocated v i g o r o u s l y the banning of chemical 
and b i o l o g i c a l weapons and lends f u l l support to the i n i t i a t i v e s talcen so f a r . 
h e v e r t h e l e s s , vre look forward, xrith other members of the Committee on Disarmament, 
to a speedy completion of n e g o t i a t i o n s and submission of a j o i n t proposal on t h i s 
i s s u e . 

A f o u r t h p o i n t concerns the establishment of nuclear -vre3,pon-free zones г 
r e s o l u t i o n 33/65, sponsored by 36 A f r i c a n States, and' adopted by a r o l l - c a l l vote 
from vrhich r e g r e t t a b l y tlnreo important nuclear-vreapon States abstained, c a l l s f o r 
the implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the D e n u c l e a r i z a t i o n of A f r i c a , V/ith 
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farsightedness and wisdom the A f r i c a n Heads of State and Governments, at t h e i r 
summit"conference-in I 9 6 4 , adopted a D e c l a r a t i o n i n which they expressed t h e i r 
readiness to undertalce an i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y to Ъе concluded under the auspices 
of the u n i t e d Hâtions. They urged the nuclear Pox/ers to respect the d e c l a r a t i o n . 
The r e s o l u t i o n condemns any nuclear c o l l a h o r a t i o n by any S t a t e , c o r p o r a t i o n , 
i n s t i t u t i o n or i n d i v i d u a l w i t h the r a c i s t régime of South A f r i c a which could 
f r u s t r a t e the o b j e c t i v e of OAÜ to keep A f r i c a a nuclear-x/eapon-free zone. In 
open defiance of the D e c l a r a t i o n , the General Assembly's r e s o l u t i o n s and the 
de c i s i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , c e r t a i n Western a l l i e s of the r a c i s t 
South A f r i c a n régime have continued to develop that regime's nuclear c a p a b i l i t y . 
South A f r i c a ' s r a c i a l p o l i c y , abhorred by a l l A f r i c a n s , based as i t i s on the 
oppression and the degradation of man by man, has now reached a stage whereby 
i t i s now backed by a p o s s i b l e t e s t i n g of a nuclear device. The s e c u r i t y of 
a l l A f r i c a n States i s d i r e c t l y threatened by such a move. Peace has been undermined 
i n the r e g i o n and' the peoples of southern A f r i c a are exposed to a new form of 
i m p e r i a l i s m a c t i n g through the apartheid régime of South A f r i c a . The Committee 
on Disarmament by r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 2 A i s requested to consider at the e a r l i e s t 
p o s s i b l e date an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention vrhich should assure the non-nuclear-vreapon 
States against the use of thr e a t of use of nuclear vreapons. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , may I say that the d e s i r e of the peoples of the vrorld f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace, s e c u r i t y and p r o s p e r i t y can only be achieved i f the community 
of nations work together tov/ard a common goal and create a s i t u a t i o n i n x/hich the 
vrorld i s f r e e from, x-ra.r or the thr e a t of v i r a r , i n p a r t i c u l a r n u c l e a r vrar. 

The nuclear-vreapon States can no longer delay p u t t i n g before t h i s Committee 
concrete proposals f o r a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y , and complete p r o h i b i t i o n 
of vreapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , so that tho Committee on Disarmament v r i l l p l a y a 
more e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g r o l e thus ensuring a b r i g h t f u t u r e f o r mankind , This 
i s vrhat the v / o r l d expects of t h i s Committee, 
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№ . ORTIZ DE ROZx\S (Argentina) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I t i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y auspicious that the launching of the Committee on Disarmament 
has taken place under the chairmanship of A l g e r i a which c o n t r i b u t e d i n no 
small measure to i t s establishment, and that the words of guidance f i r s t spoken 
here have been those of i t s M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s , îîr. A b d e l a z i z B o u t e f l i k a 
who, w i t h h i s colleagues, has promoted the cause of disarmament i n so many forums. 

The Argentine d e l e g a t i o n i s d e l i g h t e d at t h i s coincidence and asks you, 
l'îr. Chairman, to accept i t s c o r d i a l c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and the expression of i t s 
b r o t h e r l y f r i e n d s h i p . 

At the same time, we should l i k e on t h i s occasion to extend our greetings to 
a l l other members of the Committee and to assure them of my delegation's 
co-operation i n the j o i n t task on which we have now embarked. 

This f i r s t s e s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmament i s an event of s i n g u l a r 
importance that marks the c u l m i n a t i o n of a lengthy process. The p r i n c i p a l 
m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g body, whose o r i g i n s go back to 
r e s o l u t i o n 1 7 2 2 (XVl) adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations i n 
1 9 6 1 , has commenced i t s a c t i v i t y w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l reforms i n i t s s t r u c t u r e , 
membership and system of work, reforms which are aimed at e l i m i n a t i n g the 
d e f i c i e n c i e s of i t s immediate predecessor, the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament. 

For a number of y e a r s , my d e l e g a t i o n , together w i t h others h o l d i n g s i m i l a r 
views, emphasizied the need to make these changes i n the n e g o t i a t i n g body — i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the replacement of tlie со-chairman ship system by a r o t a t i n g 
chairmanship system — i n order to malee i t more e f f e c t i v e , balanced and capable 
of d i s c h a r g i n g i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s p r o p e r l y . These a s p i r a t i o n s have been met. 
V/e t h e r e f o r e wish to place on r e c o r d our s a t i s f a c t i o n and, at the same time, to 
express the hope that these changes v r i l l genuinely help the Comriiittee to b r i n g 
i t s d e l i c a t e m i s s i o n to a s u c c e s s f u l outcome. 

In commencing i t s work novr, t h i s Committee i s completing the cycle of 
machinery provided f o r by the f i r s t s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Asse,:bly 
devoted to disarmament, which v/as h e l d s c a r c e l y s i x months ago at United Nations 
Headquarters. As i s w e l l known, the F i n a l Document, adopted by consensus on that 
memorable occasion, acknovrledged i n i t s s e c t i o n IV the urgent need to improve and 
r e v i t a l i z e the i n t e r n a t i o n a l disarmament machinery so t h a t , given the indispensable 
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p o l i t i c a l w i l l of Governments, i t would be i n a p o s i t i o n to implement the Programme 
of A c t i o n . To that end, i t i n s t i t u t e d tiro types of bodies w i t h d i f f e r e n t 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; d e l i b e r a t i v e bodies, i n which a l l States are represented, and 
n e g o t i a t i n g bodies, which, because of t h e i r nature, have a l i m i t e d membership. 

A f t e r r e a f f i r m i n g the i n d i s p u t a b l e " c e n t r a l r o l e and primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y " 
of the United Nations i n t h i s f i e l d , the General Assembly l o g i c a l l y reserved f o r 
i t s e l f the untra n s f e r a b l e r i g h t to consider a l l problems r e l a t i n g to disarmament, 
and i t decid.ed that the P i r s t Committee should deal only w i t h these questions and 
r e l a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y questions. However, since i t s "sesaixms are 
normally h e l d f o r only three m nths i n the year, i t decided to e s t a b l i s h a 
s u b s i d i a r y i n t e r s e s s i o n a l body, the Disarmament Commission, which has wide terms 
of reference and has already begun i t s г-гогк very e f f i c i e n t l y . P i r r t h e r , the 
P i n a l Document provided f o r the convening of a second s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to 
disarmament — which has been f i x e d f o r 1982 — and s t a t e d that a world disarmament 
conference should be convened at the e a r l i e s t appropriate time. 

L a s t l y , the Secretary-General of the United Nations was requested to set up 
an a d v i s o r y board of eminent persons to advise him on various aspects of studies 
to be made by the world Organization i n the f i e l d of disarmament and arms 
l i m i t a t i o n . The Board has a l s o been e s t a b l i s h e d and has already h e l d i t s f i r s t 
meeting. 

A l l of the f o r e g o i n g r e l a t e s to d e l i b e r a t i v e forums, V i t h regard to the 
n e g o t i a t i n g machinery, the main p r o v i s i o n s are contained i n paragraph 120 of the 
document i n question, which i s both the b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e of t h i s Committee on 
Disarmament and a genuine c o n s t i t u e n t charter e s t a b l i s h i n g i t s membership and 
o u t l i n i n g the m o d a l i t i e s of i t s proceedings. 

The a f f i r m a t i o n that the Committee i s open to the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l the 
nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , an a f f i r m a t i o n which has the e f f e c t of g r a n t i n g them the 
sta t u s of de j u r e members, has remeô.ied one of the most g l a r i n g defects of the 
CCD, On many occasions, we have p o i n t e d to the grave omission i n v o l v e d i n 
d i s c u s s i n g and agreeing on i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments on disarmament without the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of two of the f i v e n u c l e a r Powers i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s concerned; 
ano. vre have expressed our j u s t i f i e d doubts as to the degree of a p p l i c a t i o n that 
the instruments might have i n vievj of the absence of those tv/o Powers. The 
obst a c l e s that stood i n the way of t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n on an equal f o o t i n g have 



CD/PV .5 
28 

(i-îr. O r t i z de Pozas, Argentina) 

been removed, and henceforth each of those States i s free to decide whether or 
not to be represented i n t h i s Committee.' The Argentine d e l e g a t i o n wishes to 
express once agai.n i t s s a t i s f a c t i o n at the presence of Prance from which, on 
the f i r s t day of our work and w i t h the a u t h o r i t a t i v e statement of i t s I l i n i s t e r 
f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , Itr. François-Poncet, we have already r e c e i v e d such an 
expert and s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n . We should a l s o l i k e to express the 
c o n v i c t i o n that the People's Republic of China w i l l soon be taking i t s place 
among us and v / i l l be p l a y i n g an a c t i v e p a r t . In that v^ay we s h a l l achieve a ' 
t o t a l membership, and the n e g o t i a t i o n s vrhich take place here w i l l have a 
genuine content, 

In conformity vrith the terms of reference v/hich have been g i v e n Us, the 
Committee on Disarmament w i l l have to conduct i t s vi/ork by consensus and adopt 
i t s own r u l e s of procedure. Without p r e j u d i c e to substantive matters, to v/hich 
I s h a l l r e f e r l a t e r , i t i s obvious that t h i s problem, w i l l take up a la r g e p a r t 
c f our immediate a c t i v i t i e s . I t i s impossible to ignore the importance of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g , from the very outset, r u l e s of procedure that are c l e a r and are 
s u i t e d to the s p e c i f i c task we are going to undertalce. Some p o i n t s have al r e a d y 
been set out i n the F i n a l Document, such as the r o t a t i o n of the chairmanship 
of Committee among a l l i t s members on a monthly b a s i s , the r e p o r t s to be 
submitted to the General Assembly, the submission of v / r i t t e n proposals by 
i n t e r e s t e d States which are not members of the Committee and the p o s s i b i l i t y 
f o r them to p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s , and the opening of pl e n a r y 
meetings to the p u b l i c . These matters w i l l be du.ly covered i n the r u l e s of 
procedure, but i t w i l l doubtless be necessary to include others. 

There э.ге tv/o p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n t h i s connexion. One i s to agree on a set 
of simple b a s i c r u l e s v/hich could be improved on l a t e r , as our needs and 
experience r e q u i r e ; the other o p t i o n would be to examine c a r e f u l l j ' ' and 
elaborate f o r t h w i t h comprehensive r u l e s of procedure that w i l l not r e q u i r e 
major changes i n the f u t u r e . 

The elements that v/e have to consider include the question of the method 
of consensus vihich i s to govern the adoption of our d e c i s i o n s . 
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The question i s a d e l i c a t e one. The concept of consensus i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament has not heen o f f i c i a l l y defined hy the United Nations. The CCD 
operated hy consensus hut never attempted to define i t s meaning. The 
Committee on Disarmament can f o l l o w the same approach or can endeavour to 
define what i s to he -understood hy consensus. Bobh a l t e r n a t i v e s are v a l i d ; 
hut what i s e s s e n t i a l i s t h a t , whether consensus i s defined or not, e x a c t l y 
the same approach must he s t r i c t l y a p p l i e d i n a l l disarmament forums. We 
emphasize t h i s from the s t a r t Because my d e l e g a t i o n i s not readj»- to accept 
d i f f e r e n t or changing i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s that serve the i n t e r e s t s of one group 
of c o u n t r i e s at the expense of others. 

Now that the o h j e c t i o n s to the CCD have disappeared, we s h a l l not he able 
to use formal excuses i n order to j u s t i f y f u r t h e r delays i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on disarmament. We now have a s u i t a b l e means f o r conducting them. N a t u r a l l y , 
i f they are to proceed e f f e c t i v e l y , one im.ponderable and f r e q u e n t l y e l u s i v e 
element — the p o l i t i c a l v j i l l of the members — m.ust p l a y i t s p a r t . We t r u s t 
that t h i s new p o i n t of departure w i l l be heralded by a general resolve to 
secure progress i n the various matters that we have to consider. 

Apart from the r u l e s of procedure, we have to agree on our programme, 
bearing i n mind the p r i o r i t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d i n paragraph 4 5 the F i n a l 
Document and the recommendations of the General Assembly v/hich, at i t s 
recent s e s s i o n , decided on a number of tasks f o r our Committee, Intense 
a c t i v i t y t herefore avraits us. 

To begin V i i t h , i n conformity w i t h r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 mvist, on a 
p r i o r i t y b a s i s , undertalce n e g o t i a t i o n s on "a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n 
of nuclear-weapon t e s t s " and "a t r e a t y or convention on the complete and 
e f f e c t i v e p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l 
types of chemical v/eapons and on t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n " . 

With regard to the f i r s t of these t o p i c s , v/e continue to note 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h a t , despite the lengthy d i s c u s s i o n s i n progress, we s t i l l 
do not have the r e l e v a n t d r a f t t r e a t y . The r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of t h i s 
n e g o t i a t i n g body i s an auspicious occasion f o r submitting t h i s t e x t to i t 
as soon as p o s s i b l e and, i f f e a s i b l e , at t h i s very session. The Committee's 
nev/ and more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t r u c t u r e and the membership of other nuclear 



CD/PV . 5 
3 0 

( l i r . O r t i z de Rozas. Argentina) 

Powers are a guarantee i n advance that t h i s document w i l l he g i v e n in-depth 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n and that the necessary care w i l l he taken to secure the support 
f i r s t of a l l the nuclear-i/eapon Powers and a l s o of a l l members of the 
i n t e m a t i o n a l community. 

¥e understand and share the urgent concern of many delegations that such 
a t r e a t y should be concluded as socn as p o s s i b l e . However, t h i s l e g i t i m a t e 
i n t e r e s t and'understandable haste must not d i m i n i s h the Committee's 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the examination of t h i s question. I venture to r e i t e r a t e 
what was'said i n t h i s connexion by the Argentine d e l e g a t i o n on 1 7 November 1 9 7 8 , 

during the general debate of the P i r s t Committee of the General Assembly. 
" A l l States represented here have agreed by consensus, as s t a t e d 

i n paragraph 5 1 of the P i n a l Document of the Tenth S p e c i a l Session of 
• the General Assembly, that the r e s u l t of the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-weapon t e s t s ' . . . should be ... submitted f o r 
f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n body ... ' . I emphasize 
the words ' f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n ' , which w e r e chosen a f t e r lengthy d i s c u s s i o n 
i n order that we should not l o s e s i g h t of the f a c t that the f u n c t i o n s of 
the Committee i n Geneva should not be those of a mere intermediary between 
the n e g o t i a t i n g ¿larties and the General Assembly. 

"The competence of the Committee on Disarmament i n v o l v e s the r e c e i p t 
of any d r a f t t r e a t y submitted, i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n d e t a i l and i n depth, 
and the whole n e g o t i a t i n g process that i s c a l l e d f o r , i n c l u d i n g that of 
amendments to any p r o v i s i o n s , i n order that a consensus may be reached 
among a l l the Committee's members. Any r e s t r i c t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the f u n c t i o n s we have assigned to the Committee on Disairaament would be 
d e t r i m e n t a l to i t s r o l e and would even cast doubt on the need f o r i t s 
very e x i s t e n c e . 

"Only a f t e r the n e g o t i a t i n g body has, i n the o p i n i o n of a l l i t s 
members, completed i t s f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the d r a f t i n t e m a t i o n a l 
t r e a t y w i l l i t b; i n a p o s i t i o n to b r i n g that d r a f t before the 
General Assembly f o r i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Apart from any ether m e r i t , 
that procedure w i l l serve to ensure, i n p r i n c i p l e , wider acceptance by 
the most re p r e s e n t a t i v e body i n the United Nations" 
(A/C.I / 3 3/PV . 4 2 ( p r o v i s i o n a l ) , pp. 2 1 - 2 2 ) . 
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S i m i l a r comments apply to the overdue d r a f t t r e a t y or convention.on the 
p r o h i b i t i o n of chemiqal vreapons.. Although we should l i k e i t to be presented to us 
without delay, we are aware of the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l v e d i n preparing i t and we hope 
tha t they w i l l soon be overcome so that a d e t a i l e d study can be made of i t s p r o v i s i o n s . 

At i t s t i i i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , the General Assembly considered an important t o p i c 
e n t i t l e d "Strengthening of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear S t a t e s " , whose 
i n c l u s i o n i n the agenda had been requested by the Soviet Union. During the d i s c u s s i o n 
the Argentine d e l e g a t i o n stated i t s views on t h i s commendable i n i t i a t i v e and l i s t e n e d 
w i t h i n t e r e s t to the opinions expressed by many de l e g a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y that of 
P a k i s t a n , the sponsor of one of the two d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s , f o r both of which we voted. 

Since the Committee on Disarmament has been requested to consider the proposals 
submitted, my d e l e g a t i o n x i i i l l take the f l o o r again when our heavy agenda permits us to 
take up t h i s p o i n t . Meanwhile, we s h a l l simply r e i t e r a t e the importance that vre a t t a c h 
to the question and the d e s i r a b i l i t y of g i v i n g i t a l l the a t t e n t i o n i t deserves. 

A l s o , i n r e s o l u t i o n 5 5 / 6 6 , the Committee i s requested to pursue i t s examination 
of the " P r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n and new systems of such weapons" w i t h a view to reaching agreement on 
t h i s matter. 

I t i s not my i n t e n t i o n to draw up an exhaustive l i s t of the subjects that have to 
be taken up by .the Committee on Disarmament. Document CD/1 i s i n i t s e l f s u f f i c i e n t l y 
eloquent i n t h i s r e spect. I have simply wished to mention some t o p i c s tloat c a l l f o r 
p r i o r i t y treatment, without o v e r l o o k i n g or underestimating others wMch may a l s o be 
contained i n the programme that we have to approve. 

Nor i s i t my aim to e x p a t i a t e on the dangerous s i t u a t i o n created by the 
q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e speed-up i n the arms race. The temptation i s great. 
However, as the d i s t i n g u i s h e d M i n i s t e r of State of the u n i t e d Kingdom, 
Lord Goronwy—Roberts, r i g h t l y reminded us i n h i s statement, t h i s i s a place f o r 
n e g o t i a t i n g disarmament agreements and not f o r malcing general statements. 

By way of c o n c l u s i o n , I s h a l l t herefore prudently confine myself to s-tating t h a t , 
no matter what determination we d i s p l a y i n our task, the n e g o t i a t i o n s are proceeding 
much more slowly than, the s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l advances a p p l i e d to the 
p r o d u c t i o n of armaments. Hence we have an o b l i g a t i o n to redouble our e f f o r t s and 
sharpen our i m a g i n a t i o n i n order to c o n t r o l accumulation of armaments, before i t i s too 
l a t e and before events that nobody wants overwhelm us w i t h t h e i r d i a l e c t i c of 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n and d e s t r u c t i o n . 

The pieces are now duly set out on the disarmament board. The time has come to 
use them p r o p e r l y and without delay. 
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Ш. УАЖ WELL (Federal Republic of Germany)! The year 1 9 7 8 was an important 
year f o r worldwide e f f o r t s to achieve disarmament and arms c o n t r o l . Never before 
have r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of so many c o u n t r i e s d e a l t so comprehensively w i t h t h i s subject 
as d u r i n g the f i r s t s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United Nations General Assembly devoted 
e x c l u s i v e l y to disarmament. The Government of the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c of Germany 
co n t r i b u t e d w i t h a number of proposals to the p o s i t i v e outcome of that conference. 
The P i n a l Document adopted by consensus represents an important stage on the road 
towards the r e a l i z a t i o n of the aims of the United Nations. I t w i l l be a major p o i n t 
of o r i e n t a t i o n f o r - t h e disarmament and arms c o n t r o l p o l i c y of the F e d e r a l Republic 
of. Germany. I t i s at the same time the b a s i s f o r the work of the Committee on ' 
Disarmament. 

The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany welcomes the establishment of 
t h i s Committee, which i n i t s present form i s more su i t e d to the ideas of many co i m t r i e s 
than the CCD. V/e are e s p e c i a l l y pleased that France i s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the work of 
the Committee, which now i n c l u d e s f o u r of the f i v e nuclear-weapon S t a t e s . ¥e-have 
l i s t e n e d w i t h i n t e r e s t to the statement of the French F o r e i g n l i i n i s t e r and see i t as an 
important c o n t r i b u t i o n to the debate we are beginning w i t h t h i s opening s e s s i o n . V/e 
hope that China w i l l take i t s place here as soon as p o s s i b l e . V/e welcome i n our midst 
as new p a r t i c i p a n t s A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Indonesia, Kenya, Cuba, S r i Lanka 
and Venezuela. The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany i s i n t e r e s t e d i n c l o s e co-operation 
w i t h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of these c o u n t r i e s , and we are hopeful' that t h e i r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n w i l l generate strong impulses. 

The worldwide disarmament machinery has been modified i n keeping w i t h the wish 
of the community of nations to have a " s p e c i a l p l a t f o r m w i t h a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r " f o r both debate emd n e g o t i a t i o n . In o p t i n g f o r t l i i s change, the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n of the General Assembly held the view that f o r reasons of e f f i c i e n c y the' 
n e g o t i a t i n g body should be kept as s m a l l as p o s s i b l e . Owing to that d e c i s i o n , i t has 
not been p o s s i b l e to i n c l u d e a l l c o u n t r i e s whose presence i n the Committee we would 
have welcomed. V/e t h e r e f o r e deem i t necessary to make f u l l use of the r e l e v a n t 
p r o v i s i o n of paragraph 1 2 0 of the F i n a l Document and enable a l l non-member States 
which so d e s i r e to p l a y an a c t i v e p a r t i n the work of the Committee. At the same time, 
however, we are convinced that the newly-established i n s t i t u t i o n ' m u s t at f i r s t have a 
chance to c o n s o l i d a t e i t s e l f , before the question of i t s composition w i l l be 
r e c o n s i d e r e d . 
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Substantive progress - w i l l reqixLre the combined e f f o r t s of a l l members of the 
Committee. This co-operation should increase the general avjareness of the need f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y p a r t n e r s h i p . As Chancellor Schmidt s a i d i n h i s address to the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on 26 Ш у 1978: "Mo one can guarantee h i s s e c u r i t y and peace by 
h i m s e l f " . Consequently, the work of t h i s Committee must be governed not by 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n but by consensus and co-operation. V/hile the system of CCD 
co-chairmanship by the United States of America and the USSR lias ceased, we a l l continue 
to recognize t h e i r keyrole i n worldwide e f f o r t s towards disarraament and arras c o n t r o l . 
Without the s p e c i f i c c o n t r i b u t i o n of the United States of America and the 
S o v i e t Union, progress i s not conceivable. 

The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany th e r e f o r e attaches great value 
to the progress achieved i n the United S t a t e s - S o v i e t n e g o t i a t i o n s on the l i m i t a t i o n of 
s t r a t e g i c n u c l e a r arms which hold out the prospect of an e a r l y SALT I I agreement. 
Though b i l a t e r a l i n form, these n e g o t i a t i o n s help, to s t a b i l i z e the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
not only between those two b i g Powers but between the two a l l i a n c e systems as a whole; 
they thus a l s o enhance world s e c u r i t y . 

The SALT process serves to e s t a b l i s h a s t a b l e balance between East and West 
and thereby creates an important b a s i s f o r more extensive e f f o r t s towards 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n , l l y Government i s convinced that t h i s n e g o t i a t i o n process should be 
developed f u r t h e r . 

Already at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, Western r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
drew a t t e n t i o n to the growing s u p e r i o r i t y of the Warsaw Pact i n the f i e l d of medium-
range n u c l e a r weapons. These weapons must give r i s e to deep concern i n Western Europe 
and i n other regions of the world w i t h i n t h e i r reach. 

F o r some time, the Government of the F e d e r a l Republic o f Germany has been s t r e s s i n g 
the t h r e a t emanating from these s o - c a l l e d grey-area weapons to the s t a b i l i t y of the 
o v e r a l l n u c l e a r balance agreed i n SALT, I t considers that the growing d i s p a r i t y i n 
medium-range weapons must not be l e f t out of c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the e f f o r t s to achieve 
a s t a b l e n u c l e a r balance between East and West and must be taken i n t o account both i n 
the b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s between the United States and the Soviet Union and i n the 
defence arrangements of the Western a l l i a n c e . 

From the beginning, the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany has supported the aim of 
generp.,1 and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . I t has declared 
i t s w i l l i n g n e s s to p a r t i c i p a t e i n concrete p a r t i a l measures of arras l i m i t a t i o n i m t i l 
such time as the long-term o b j e c t i v e of general and complete disarmament has been 



CD/PV . 5 

3 4 

. ( i t r . Van W e l l , F e d e r a l Republic of Germany) 

achieved. This w i l l i n g n e s s has found, expression i n the t r e a t y p o l i c y of the 
F e d e r a l Republic of Germany. I t i s a l s o manifest i n our p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the work 
of t h i s Committee, 

The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany has played an a c t i v e p a r t i n the work of the 
CCD ever s i n c e i t j o i n e d i n 1 9 7 5 * I't intends to i n t e n s i f y i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
Committee on Disarmament. We p l a n to malee s p e c i f i c c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n the f o l l o w i n g 
f i e l d s ; 

- v e r i f i c a t i o n of a worldwide p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production 
and s t o c l c p i l i n g of chemical weapons; 

- s e i s m o l o g i c a l v e r i f i c a t i o n of a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y ; 
- the development of confidence-b-uilding measures. 
1̂ 7 Government i s of the o p i n i o n that p r i o r i t y should be given to the conc l u s i o n 

of a convention on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of 
chemical weapons and. t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . I t considers such a convention as a l o g i c a l 
supplement to the Geneva P r o t o c o l of 1 9 2 5 banning the use of chemical weapons. 

In our view, a convention p r o h i b i t i n g chemical weapons c a l l s f o r an adeqizate 
v e r i f i c a t i o n system commensurate w i t h the m i l i t a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e of these weapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n . The w i l l i n g n e s s to agree to i n s p e c t i o n s i s both proof and the b a s i s 
of confidence i n compliance w i t h such a convention. 

The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany i s t h e r e f o r e convinced of the 
need f o r an i n t e m a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n system i n c l u d i n g o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n s . I t 
considers such a system to be both d e s i r a b l e and f e a s i b l e without p r e j u d i c e to the 
i n t e r e s t s of i n d u s t r y and research. Our experience as a country which undertook as 
e a r l y as 1 9 5 4 not to manufacture ohemical weapons, and which agreed to i n t e m a t i o n a l 
c o n t r o l s of pro d u c t i o n p l a n t s , demonstrates that suoh c o n t r o l s can be e f f e c t i v e and 
at the same time economically acceptable. 

I t was f o r t h i s reason that C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt, at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on 
Disarmament, i n agreement w i t h our chemical i n d u s t r y , i n v i t e d a l l i n t e r e s t e d c o u n t r i e s 
to send experts to the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany to see f o r themselves that 
adequate v e r i f i c a t i o n of a ban on the production of chemical weapons i s p o s s i b l e . On 
behalf of my Government, I wish to extend here our i n v i t a t i o n to v i s i t three chemical 
companies between 1 2 March and 1 4 March t h i s year. The p l a n t s to be v i s i t e d , which 
manufacture phosphorous compounds, are BASF i n Ludwigshaien, Bayer i n Dormagen, 
and Hoechst i n Knapsack. 
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V/e welcome the announcement made by Lord Goronwy-Roberts two days ago t h a t • 
experts i n t h i s f i e l d w i l l , f o l l o w i n g our demonstration, be i n v i t e d to v i s i t the 
United Kingdom to see a p l a n t producing phosphorus compounds as w e l l as a p i l o t p l a n t 
f o r the manufacture of nerve gas which i s being dismantled. V/e are convinced that 
these demonstrations by both c o u n t r i e s w i l l help to c l a r i f y questions concerning the 
v e r i f i c a t i o n of a chemical weapons ban. 

. The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany i s f o l l o w i n g w i t h great i n t e r e s t the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on a comprehensive t e s t ban and has l o n g been advocating a t r e a t y to t h i s 
e f f e c t . I t would l i k e to see the r e s u l t s of these n e g o t i a t i o n s put before the 
Committee soon so t l i a t i t can d r a f t a convention. 

In t h i s connexion, too,- the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany deems s a t i s f a c t o i y 
v e r i f i c a t i o n to be e s s e n t i a l . I t w i l l , t h e r e f o r e , continue to a t t a c h great 
s i g n i f i c a n c e to the work of the Ad Hoc Group of Seismological- Experts f o r the 
d e t e c t i o n , l o c a l i z a t i o n and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of underground nuclear- explosions and w i l l " 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n i t as w e l l . I t has declared i t s w i l l i n g n e s s to make i t s seismic 
f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l monitoring of a comprehensive nu c l e a r 
t e s t ban. 

My Government sees i n a comprehensive t e s t ban a c o n t r i b u t i o n towards the 
q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e l i m i t a t i o n of n u c l e a r armaments and towards a worldwide 
n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n p o l i c y . 

The Government o f the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany takes the view that the 
n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n of n u c l e a r weapons i s a major p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r safeguarding peace. 

Even before the H o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty was concluded, i t had renounced the 
manufacture of n u c l e a r vveapons. I t has acceded to the H o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty, 
adheres s t r i c t l y to i t s p r o v i s i o n s , and expects the other s i g n a t o r i e s to do the same. 
The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany appeals to a l l States to adhere to 
t h i s Treaty wliich e s t a b l i s h e d r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r both n u c l e a r and non-
nuclear-weapon States a l i k e , and which i t regards as an i n d i s p e n s a b l e b a s i s f o r a 
u n i v e r s a l n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n p o l i c y , Government i s prepared- to continue to make 
every e f f o r t on-the b a s i s of that Treaty'to help develop an e f f e c t i v e 
n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n p o l i c y . I t w i l l c o n t r i b u t e i n t h i s s p i r i t to the second Re-vieiw 
Conference of the H o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n ' T r e a t y . 

The t h i r t y - t h i r d - session'of the United Hâtions General Assembly has requested the 
Comraittee-on Disarmaraent to consider by what a l t e r n a t i v e measures non-nuclear-weapon 
States can be e f f e c t i v e l y protected a g a i n s t use and threat of use of n u c l e a r weapons by 
nuclear-weapon S t a t e s , In i t s exarainaiion, the Committee i s to take i n t o account a l l 
d e c l a r a t i o n s and proposals on t h i s subject raade up to now. 
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% Government -welcomes the d e c l a r a t i o n s made by the United States of America 
and the United Kingdom d u r i n g the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. During the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion the two Governments emphasized once more that i n so doing they had 
taken o b l i g a t i o n s upon themselves x/hich went beyond the general p r o h i b i t i o n of the use 
of f o r c e under e x i s t i n g i n t e m a t i o n a l law. The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany r e a f f i r m s 
i t s support f o r those d e c l a r a t i o n s and considers that they serve the s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s 
of a l l concemed b e t t e r and more comprehensively than a worldwide convention could. 

As i n the case of the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones, i t i s 
important to work out arrangements that are adapted to s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y which vary from r e g i o n to r e g i o n . 

A p o l i c y of concrete and p r a c t i c a l arms c o n t r o l must be geared to the 
r e s p e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n s and consequences of s e c u r i t y p o l i c y i f i t i s to enhance the 
s e c u r i t y of a l l concerned. This means that n e g o t i a t i o n s and measures must be 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d a ccording to whether they apply to a s p e c i f i c r e gion, or worldwide. 
One major c r i t e r i o n i n t h i s respect i s how f a r n u c l e a r p o t e n t i a l s are an i n t e g r a l p a r t 
of a region's s e c u r i t y s t r u c t u r e or whether the i n t r o d u c t i o n of n u c l e a r weapons to 
h i t h e r t o nuclear-weapon-free zones threatens t h e i r s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y . 

The recent i n i t i a t i v e by Mexico and other L a t i n American and Caribbean c o u n t r i e s 
f o r l i m i t i n g the t r a n s f e r of weapons and m i l i t a r y equipment i s a good example of a 
r e g i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n towards the i n c r e a s i n g l y important subject of arms c o n t r o l . 
The Government of the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany welcomes t h i s i n i t i a t i v e as a 
stimulus f o r worldwide e f f o r t s to r e l e a s e resources spent on arras f o r economic and 
s o c i a l developraent. This i s i n l i n e w i t h the r e s t r i c t i v e arms export p o l i c y of the 
F e d e r a l Republic of Germany, 

My Government does not alloxif any arms and m i l i t a r y equipment to be exported to 
areas of t e n s i o n . The r e s t r i c t i v e c haracter of that p o l i c y i s r e f l e c t e d i n the small 
p r o p o r t i o n of the F e d e r a l Republic's t o t a l exports accoiinted f o r by arras; i n 1 9 7 7 

i t was only 0 . 7 per cent. 
Encouraged by the p o s i t i v e experience i n Europe w i t h the c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 

measures provided f o r i n the P i n a l Act of H e l s i n k i , the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany 
tabled a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n d u r i n g the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of -fche General Assembly, 
which contained a recommendation to a l l States Members of the United Hâtions to 
conclude agreements on a r e g i o n a l b a s i s concerning c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures, 
t a k i n g i n t o account the s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s and needs of the r e g i o n concemed. 
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Con f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures should ._help to strengthen s t a b i l i t y and s e c u r i t y 
by maldng m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l conduct more c a l c u l a b l e and more p r e d i c t a b l e . The 
almost unanimous approval of t h i s r e s o l u t i o n gives us hope that i t w i l l be p o s s i b l e 
i n other p a r t s of the world as w e l l to improve the co n d i t i o n s f o r concrete arms 
l i m i t a t i o n and disarmament measures by arrangements which help to e s t a b l i s h and 
strengthen mutual confidence, 

Fïr. Chairman, i n Europe a f u r t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n towards r e g i o n a l s t a b i l i z a t i o n 
can be made by the Vienna n e g o t i a t i o n s on mutual and balanced f o r c e r e d u c t i o n s . 
Together w i t h i t s a l l i e s , the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany hopes that concrete progress 
can be achieved i n these important n e g o t i a t i o n s . Their o b j e c t i s to help create more 
s t a b l e r e l a t i o n s and to reduce the dangers of m i l i t a r y c o n f r o n t a t i o n i n Europe. 
The Western p a r t i c i p a n t s have therefore proposed to e s t a b l i s h approximate p a r i t y i n 
the form of a common c o l l e c t i v e c e i l i n g f o r ground for c e personnel and a r e d u c t i o n of 
the b a t t l e tanlc d i s p a r i t y . The establishment of p a r i t y as w e l l as the maintenance 
of the common c o l l e c t i v e c e i l i n g r e q u i r e agreement on the e x i s t i n g manpower f i g u r e s . 
V/e are convinced t h a t such a v e r i f i a b l e r e s u l t of the Vienna n e g o t i a t i o n s w i l l meet the 
defence requirements of both s i d e s , guarantee undiminished s e c u r i t y , and serve to 
strengthen peace and s e c u r i t y i n Europe, 

The establishment of p a r i t y i n IIEFR would a l s o be a major c o n t r i b u t i o n towards 
a more s t a b l e o v e r a l l balance between East and ¥esi. n e g o t i a t i o n s which are not aimed 
at e s t a b l i s h i n g a s t a b l e balance o f f e r l i t t l e prospect of l a s t i n g success. The 
establishment and maintenance of such a balance i s indispensable f o r progress i n the 
sphere of arms c o n t r o l ; i t i s at the same time the e s s e n t i a l requirement for' the 
f u r t h e r development of détente. 

Regional and g l o b a l measures of arms c o n t r o l , arms l i m i t a t i o n and disarmament 
must be combined i n order to secure peace through co-operation i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
interdependent world. General and complete disarraament on the basis of e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e m a t i o n a l c o n t r o l remains the long-term o b j e c t i v e ; but we have already now to 
s t r i v e f o r gradual s o l u t i o n s oí the urgent problems of arms c o n t r o l , 

A r e a l i s t i c p o l i c y oí arms c o n t r o l must n e i t h e r r a i s e hopes too h i g h nor cause 
r e s i g n a t i o n . P o i n t i n g to the h i t h e r t o u n s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s w i l l get us no f u r t h e r . 
The worldwide e f f o r t s to achieve disarmament and arms c o n t r o l must continue. The 
Committee on Disarmament s t a r t i n g i t s work w i t h t h i s s e s sion i s an important instrument 
of t h i s p o l i c y . I t should r e f l e c t the growing worldwide p a r t n e r s h i p i n the f i e l d of 
s e c u r i t y . The F e d e r a l Republic of Germany w i l l p l a y i t s p a r t to meet the 
expectations linlœd w i t h t h i s new beginning. 
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The CHAIRI4âH (translated from French) ; I have no more speakers on my 
l i s t for. this morning and before closing the meeting, I should like to propose to you 
that we should hold an informal meeting at the end of this afternoon, following our 
plenary meeting. 

The points on which I hope that a rapid agreement can be reached at this 
informal meeting are the following; 

( 1 ) An agreement on the country to succeed Algeria on 1 February 1 9 7 9 as. 
Chairman of the CD; 

(2) An agreement on the seating to be reserved i n the conference room, after 
the opening meetings, for representatiyes of cotintries which are not members of the 
CD; 

( 3 ) An agreement on the use of the CD's time during the coming days. 
In other words, I am therefore proposing to you that the sixth plenary meeting 

of the Committeo should be suspended after the l i s t of speakers i s exhausted and that 
we should then hold a short informal meeting. As soon as agreement has been reached 
on the three points mentioned, we shall resume the plenary'' meeting i n order to adopt 
formally the agreements which have been approved informally. The informal meeting 
w i l l , of course, be open only to representatives of countries raembers of the 
Committee on Disarmament. 

If there are no objections to what I have just proposed, I should like to remind 
you that the sixth plenary meeting i s scheduled for 3 p.m. i n this room. 

I see no other delegation wishing to take the floor, and I therefore adjourn 
the meeting. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
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Mr. HERDER (Оепаал Democratic Republic): The Geneva Committee on 
Disarmament i s convening this year with an enlarged membership. 

In accordance with the desire expressed by an overwhelming majority of 
States at the tenth special session of the United Hâtions General Assembly, devoted 
to disarmament, the enlargement of the membership of the Geneva Committee on 
Disarmament i s to improve the conditions for malcing significant progress towards 
the cessation of the arms race and disarmament. 

On behalf of the delegation of the German Democratic Republic, I congratulate 
you, Mr. Chaiiraan, as representative of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, 
on assuming the chairmanship of the Committee, and I am sure that under your 
guidance the Committee w i l l make great efforts, so that a good foundation w i l l be 
l a i d already'in the early phase of the spring session for further productive work. 

¥e welcome the delegations of those States vjhich participate for the f i r s t 
time i n the work of the Committee: the delegations of the People's Democratic 
Republic of Algeria, Australia, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Cuba, 
the French Republic, the Republic of Indonesia, the Republic of Kenya, the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanlca and the Republic of Venezuela. 

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic has noted with satisfaction 
the statements made by the delegations of the nevj members, which reflect the 
willingness of their States to co-operate i n the solution of the tasks facing the 
Committee. 

As for the German Democratic Republic, we are ready, as we were before, to 
work together with a l l delegations i n the interest of our common concern. 

Only a few days ago the general position of ray countiy to contribute i t s 
ovm efforts to those of other States for the cessation of the arms race and for 
disarmament, found expression i n the Joint Statement which was signed on the 
occasion of the o f f i c i a l v i s i t to the Republic of India by. Mr. Erich Honecker, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, and Chairman of the Council of State of the German Democratic Republic. 

The Statement reads, inter a l i a ; 
"The tv̂ /o sides called for an end to the arms race and took note of 

the various talks and negotiations under v/ay towards this end. They 
expressed the hope that these would come to a speedy conclusion, thereby 
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c o n t r i b u t i n g to the process of détente and disarmament. -The"'-ré source s and 
energies released through the process of disarmament should be rechannelled 
i n t o the all-iround development e f f o r t s of n a t i o n s , pa,r'bicularly among the 
developing c o u n t r i e s . " 
The r e s u l t s of the tenxh s p e c i a l s e ssion and c f the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of 

the U n i t e d Hâtions General Assembly s t r o n g l y r e f l e c t the s t r i v i n g of peoples f o r 
détente and s e c u r i t y which can be only achieved i f the arms race i s h a l t e d through 
e f f e c t i v e measures and i f sweeping progress i s made i n tho f i e l d of disarmament. 

This i s a l l the more necessary and urgent as there are forcés •'.•/hich have 
been attempting not j u s t to h a l t the process of détente and disarmament but to 
reverse i t . They adopted the long-term programme of NATO and measures f o r i t s 
implementation. 

This also concerns the s e r i e s of important m i l i t a r y manoeuvres which are 
being h e l d year a f t e r year by NATO a l l along the western State f r o n t i e r of the 
German Democratic Republic. As to t h e i r extent, the number of p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
f o r c e s and the d u r a t i o n , these manoeuvres have become the biggest ones a f t e r 
¥orld iJar Two. These measures are i n f a c t not appropriate to strengthen mutual 
confidence betxreen the States and to l a y the foundation f o r d i s s o l v i n g m i l i t a r y 
b l o c s . 

I t i s obvious that the German Democratic Republic cannot be i n d i f f e r e n t to 
what m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t i e s go on near i t s f r o n t i e r s . Experiences of h i s t o i y confirm 
the correctness of the assessment made by the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n that the arms 
race poses an i n c a l c u l a b l e t h r e a t to peace. 

From t h i s a r i s e s the p r e s s i n g need, as the States P a r t i e s to the \7arsaw Treaty 
s t r e s s e d i n t h e i r D e c l a r a t i o n of 23 November 1973, to b r i n g about an e a r l y and 
d e c i s i v e brealcthrough i n the t a l h s on stopping the arms race and on disarraament as 
the most important task of i n ' t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s under present c o n d i t i o n s . The 
D e c l a r a t i o n contains a programme vjhich, based on r e a l i t i e s and requirements, sets 
out long-term and short-term tasks f o r arms l i m i t a t i o n and disarmament. The 
Programme centres on concrete measures of n u c l e a r disarmament, a t t a c h i n g to them 
p r i o r i t y importance. 

I t should be p a r t i c u l a r l y noted that the s o c i a l i s t States are ready to 
n e g o t i a t e on any type of weapon, among them on those xihich are a source of 
concern f o r each of the s i d e s . 

file:///7arsaw
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To the German Democratic Republic, a socialist State situated at the' 
boundary line between the world's two most powerful military alliances, 
disarmament and the strengthening of international security are fundamental 
objectives to which i t has been unswervingly committed throughout the thirty years 
of i t s existence. 

The Government of the German Democratic Republic, in f u l l accordance with 
the world public, attaches great importance to the early conclusion of an 
agreement on the limitation of strategic offensive weapons. The signing and 
r a t i f i c a t i o n of that agreement would undoubtedly promote the achievement of 
further progress i n understanding on the most pressing measures to be talcen i n the 
fields of limitation of armaments and détente. 

This Committee w i l l now have to translate the recommendations and decisions 
which the United Nations General Assembly adopted at i t s tenth special session 
and at i t s thirty-third regular session into practical measures. % delegation 
expects that the greatest attention i n the Committee's work w i l l be given to 
substantive matters right from the beginning. The responsibility xihich the 
Committee bears i n this respect i s a very great one, since i t i s the only 
multilateral negotiating body for global measures of disarmament. 

In accordance with the interests of an overxíhelming majority of States, the 
Committee should also i n i t s future activities primarily concentrate on the 
elaboration of agreements on the prohibition of weapons of mass destruction, 
particularly of nuclear weapons. 

In this connexion we attach great importance to the i n i t i a t i o n of negotiations 
on nuclear disarmament among a l l the five nuclear-weapon States, which has been 
urged by the thirty-third session of the United Hâtions General Assembly in i t s 
resolution 3 3 / 7 1 H, Considering that the tenth special session of the 
General Assembly, devoted to disarmament, stated that measures of nuclear 
disarin'ament have the highest priority, such negotiations constitute an important 
step towards this goal, provided that a l l nuclear-weapon States live up to their 
high responsibility and co-operate in a constructive s p i r i t . A successful course 
of such-negotiations would, no doubt, have favourable repercussions on the' 
consideration of the problems facing the Committee now. 

The conclusion of an agreement on the comprehensive prohibition of nuclear-arms 
tests which has been for some years now the subject of negotiations in the 
Committee on Disarmament would be'an important step towards the limitation of the 
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arms race i n nuclear weapons. As you Icnow, the USSR had submitted a number of 
concrete proposals on t h a t subject which made i t p o s s i b l e to f i n d comprehension 
between d i f f e r i n g views during t r i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s and to reach important 
progress i n the e l a b o r a t i o n of a j o i n t d r a f t agreement. We h o l d the e a r l y 
c o n c l u s i o n of such an agreement to be an e s s e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to strengthen the 
régime of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n of n u c l e a r arms, to h a l t the arms race i n weapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n and to deepen i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

Besides continued e f f o r t s to achieve a t r e a t y on the complete and general 
p r o h i b i t i o n o f nuclear-weapon t e s t s as soon as p o s s i b l e , any other measures which 
might d i m i n i s h the danger of n u c l e a r war should also talce a c e n t r a l place i n the 
Committee's work. 

The German Democratic Republic considers that the strengthening of guarantees 
of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear-weapon States i s one of those important measures. 

I n t e m a t i o n a l l e g a l guarantees safeguarding the non-nuclear-weapon States 
against the use or the t h r e a t of use of nuclear weapons would enhance the s e c u r i t y 
of such S t a t e s and meet t h e i r l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s . 

Theyconstitute a genuine c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measure and w i l l have a 
b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t on the development of i n t e m a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s between the 
nuclear-weapon States .and the non-nuclear-weapon States. The German Democratic 
Rep u b l i c i s i n t e r e s t e d to see the Committee consider, i n pursuance of 
r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 2 A and at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date, the d r a f t s f o r an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention that were submitted to t h e - t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the 
U n i t e d Nations General Assembly, as w e l l as a l l proposals on e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l 
and l e g a l measures at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l to that end. We deem the d r a f t 
i n t e m a t i o n a l convention submitted by the USSR to be a s u i t a b l e b a s i s f o r such 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

In the view of the German Democratic Republic, continued e f f o r t s to reach a 
p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and production of new types and systems of weapons 
of mass d e s t r u c t i o n are another p o i n t of p r i o r i t y importance. The d i s c u s s i o n s at 
the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly have again 
demonstrated, the urgency of measures against the arms race w i t h new types and 
systems of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . The i n s i s t e n c e of the s o c i a l i s t States 
on the c o n c l u s i o n of an agreement on the general and complete p r o h i b i t i o n of such 
weapons which w i l l prevent the development of new dangerous' weapons of mass 
d e s t r u c t i o n i s meeting w i t h ever broader approval. My d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e s that 
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the work the Committee has done so f a r i n t h i s respect has contrihute,d..'.to s e t t l i n g 
a number of complex i s s u e s i n t h i s connexion. There e x i s t a l l the necesè'ary 
p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r the Committee sctivelj'- bo continue i t s wo-k i n that d i r e c t i o n . 

Gince the Committee's summer session of 1978; world-wide p r o t e s t s against 
the production of the neutron weapon have grown f u r t l i e r . This movement and the 
strong demands made at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the United Nations 
General Assembly f o r e f f e c t i v e measures against that weapon should be reason 
enough not to delay any longer tho e l a b o r a t i o n of a convention on the p r o h i b i t i o n 
o f the production and use of tho neutron nticlear weapon. Thé Committee should 
promptly s t a r t n e g o t i a t i n g on the b a s i s of the d r a f t f o r an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention 
on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the production, s t o c k p i l i n g , s t a t i o n i n g and use of nuclear 
neutron weapons submitted by e i g h t s o c i a l i s t S t a t e s . 

The d e l e g a t i o n of the German Democratic Republic welcomes the f a c t that the 
b i l a t e r a l t a l k s between the USSR and the United States i n Geneva on a j o i n t 
i n i t i a t i v e w i t h regard to the p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical weapons are being continued. 
We consider the measure of r e s u l t s achieved i n t h i s respect to be a good foundation 
f o r agreeing on s t i l l o utstanding problems. The n e g o t i a t i o n s should be continued 
so t h a t such an. i n i t i a t i v e can be presented s h o r t l y . This would enable the 
Comraittee to d e l i b e r a t e i n the near future on an appropriate d r a f t convention on 
the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of chemical 
weapons and on t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . 

Being the or/'y r m i l t i l a t e r a l and independent n e g o t i a t i n ; organ on g l o b a l 
disarmament matters, the Committee has a long record of thorough experience i n t h i s 
f i e l d . I t s enlargement has made i t even more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

I n the opinion of the German Democratic Republic, there e x i s t a l l 
p r e c o n d i t i o n s f o r reaching t a n g i b l e progress i n s e t t l i n g a number of questions on 
i t s agenda i n the foreseeable f u t u r e . The d e c i s i v e f a c t o r s i n t h i s respect are 
the p o l i t i c a l w i l l and the readiness of a l l those i n v o l v e d . These f a c t o r s given, 
i t w i l l be p o s s i b l e to reach understanding a l s o on the most d i f f i c u l t d e t a i l s . 

The peoples expect the Committee to l i v e up to i t s high r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , and 
i t s a c t i v i t i e s to f i n d e xpression i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of appropriate d r a f t 
agreements on the c e s s a t i o n of the arms race. At the side of the other States 
of the s o c i a l i s t community, the German Democratic Republic w i l l a lso i n the f u t u r e 
malee i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n to the s u c c e s s f u l work of the Committee. 
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Wx. Б Е Ш (Netherlands): I t gives ше great pleasure, on hehalf o f 
the Netherlands Government to j o i n previous speakers i n expressing our s a t i s f a c t i o n 
that t h i s i n a u g u r o l s e s s i o n o f the Committee on Disarmament i n i t s new composition 
i s c h a i r e d hy one of the new members, A l g e r i a . ¥e have p a r t i c i f L a r l y appreciated 
the f a c t that the M i n i s t e r f o r Poreign A f f a i r s of A l g e r i a has found time to j o i n 
us i n t h i s inauguxal s e s s i o n and take upon hims e l f the burden o f p r e s i d i n g over 
the f i r s t two meetings. 

I also should l i k e to welcome the new members of t h i s new Committee. We are 
l o o k i n g forward to working w i t h them, and we await e a g e r l y t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
disarmament and arms c o n t r o l i n t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g body. 

I n t h i s f i r s t statement i n the CD on be h a l f o f the Netherlands Government, I 
int e n d to l i m i t mj^^self to o n l y a few general remarks of a t e c h n i c a l nature 
concerning the disarmament process, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r reference to the r o l e entrusted 
to t h i s n e g o t i a l i n g body. 

I do not therefore i n t e n d to f o l l o w the c h a l l e n g i n g example of so many eminent 
speakers who preceded me, and I s h a l l not attempt to cover i n depth the broad 
p o l i t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s and r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f the arms race to which we are supposed 
to put an end. On a l l those broader aspects, the Netherlands has i n the recent 
past, at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on disarmament, and at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n o f 
the General Assembly and i n the CCD, expressed views i n extenso and i n numerous 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s , and we f e e l we have more or l e s s exhausted the subject as f a x as 
general statements of i n t e n t axe concexned. We xíould now l i k e to get dovm to 
business. 

A l l o w me t h e r e f o r e , a f t e r some i n t r o d u c t o r y remarks, to go s t r a i g h t to the 
s p e c i f i c s o f what we consider to be our task i n the coming months. 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n o f the General Assembly devoted to disarraament not o n l y 
c l a r i f i e d again the v i t a l need o f disarmament f o r the f u t u r e of our planet, but 
unde r l i n e d at the same time the coraplexities of the disarmament process — no 
simple measure, no s i n g l e s t r u c t u r e can solve t h i s g l o b a l problem. What i s 
r e q u i r e d i s a r a t i o n a l and l o g i c a l d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of our e f f o r t s i n the 
disarmament f i e l d , to taclcle the complexity of the issues i n v o l v e d . The s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n recognized t h i s problem and took some meaj3-ures i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 

P i r s t o f a l l , a greater need f o r background i n f o r m a t i o n on the armaments and 
disarmament f i e l d was i d e n t i f i e d ; o b j e c t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n d i r e c t e d towards the 
p u b l i c to enable the people to become conscious o f the problems i n v o l v e d , bu.t also 
c e r t a i n w e l l defined s t u d i e s which can help us to f i n d ways and means to a c c e l e r a t e 
the disarmament process. Besides s t u d i e s by governmental experts, a s i g n i f i c a n t 
r o l e can also be reserved f o r non-governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h i s f i e l d . 
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Secondly, we need of covirse machinery for deliberations on a world-wide basis 
i n order to allow a l l States' to express their views on v i t a l security and 
disarraament questions, including agreements vorked out i n the negotiating pirocess. 
0?he General Assembly took particular action on this question, f i r s t of a l l by 
convening a special session devoted to disarmament and secondly by complementing 
the Pir s t Committee tlirough the re-establishment of the United Nations Disarmament 
Commission composed of a l l Member States, l l y Government vrelcomes this development, 
altlxiugh one may wonder — I do so from my personal experience last year — whether 
we are not deliberating too much and negotiating too l i t t l e . 

I come now to the third component of the disarmement process, and that i s the 
one with which we here are most concerned, viz. the fora for negotiations. 

A variety of fora are needed, and indeed do exist, to work out particular 
agreements on areas of arms control and disarmament which have become ripe for 
specific negotiations. Pora vrhich are adapted to the military situation, the 
weapon-systems, the countries involved. One such forum must be a mvfLtilateral 
disarmament body to work out treaties and principles which find potentially 
world-wide application. To be able to work out such viable agreements, the body 
must have a representative character and must include i n any case the major 
military Powers, and of course the nuclear-v/eapon States, As we a l l know, this 
last requirement vias not f u l l y met i n the CCD, and the present membership of the 
Committee — i n partic-ular when a l l seats are f i l l e d — is therefore already an 
improvement. We welcome the presence of Б¥апсе and we look forvrard to the future 
co-operation of China. 

The Committee on Disarmament i s an essential element i n the disarmament 
structure, but vre should of course not pretend that i t can solve a l l problems. In 
our future discussions on the agenda — and I shall return to this specific subject 
i n a moment — we must realize that only certain issues lend themselves for 
world-vride agreements. Bilateral talles — like SALT — and regional ones — like 
the Mutual and Balanced Force Reduction talks i n Vienna — are other v i t a l parts 
of the world-wide arms control and disarmament effort. For example, i t is clear 
that the CD could not involve i t s e l f i n any detailed negotiations on conventional 
arms control i n a specific region, altlxmgh i t could perhaps vrork out some 
principles for regional talks i n general, and stimulate such talks. 

As i n the past, the multilateral negotiating body, this CD, could be 
particularly involved i n banning the development and/or deployment of complete 
weapon systems or means of vrarfare; i n banning the deployment of specific weapons 
i n areas outside national jurisdiction; i n giving general guidelines for the 
disarmament process, etc. In the past, the CCD concentrated on weapons of mass 
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d e s t r u c t i o n , which can he separated шоге e a s i l y from s p e c i f i c r e g i o n a l s e c i r r i t y 
problems than conventional weapons, Hov/ever, i n our o p i n i o n the CD must not 
confine i t s e l f to v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , but evolve i t c e x p e r t i s e i n other 
f i e l d s . E s p e c i a l l y since t h i s body nas now a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e character, we 
should not shy away fron a c c e p t i n g more d i v e r s i f i e d subjects than i n the past. I t 
i s c l e a r that f o r such a broader task, the Committee needs siútably f l e x i b l e 
working proceduires-

Of course^ we s h a l l lave to consider very c a r e f u l l y v/hich subjects lend 
themselves best f o r b i l a t e r a l t a l k s , vrhich f o r r e g i o n a l approaches and vihich f o r 
the m u l t i l a t e r a l l e v e l s T l i i s question i s not i r r e l e v a n t to our v/ork, talàng i n t o 
account c e r t a i n procedures follovred i n the CCD. I r e f e r i n p a r t i c u l a r to the r o l e 
of the two super-Powers i n the n e g o t i a t i n g process. 

I t i s s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t any s u b s t a n t i a l m u l t i l a t e r a l arms-control and 
disarmament agreement cannot be negotiated vrithout the a c t i v e p H n r t i c i p a t i o n of the 
two l a r g e s t m i l i t a r y Povrers i n the world. I t vras and i s therefore of the highest 
importance that those two c o u n t r i e s , betvreen them, t r y to s e t t l e questions vrliich 
stfoid i n the way of an agreement. Indeed, never before i n h i s t o r y have two Powers 
been i n v o l v e d i n such a broad range of disarmament t a l k s as today. The question i s , 
hov/ever, hov/ f a r should they go on t h e i r от/п v/ith r espect to i s s u e s of a more or 
l e s s m u l t i l a t e r a l nature. Let me give some examples. 

My Government accepts the l o g i c of, and vrelcomes, the f a c t that on a 
n u c l e a x - t e s t ban d e t a i l e d n e g o t i a t i o n s talce place betvreen the three nuclear Powers 
who so f a r have exi^ressed the v r i l l to achJL^ve such an agreement.. A f t e r a l l , the 
n u c l e a r Powers are i n the f i r s t place a f f e c t e d by such an agreement. ¥e a n x i o u s l y 
await the day vrhen the о bher tvro nuclear-vreapon Povrers v r i l l j o i n i n these 
n e g o t i a t i o n s and agreements. The t r i l a t e r a l t a l k s — which h o p e f u l l y w i l l bear 
f r u i t i n the near f u t u r e — could l a y the b a s i s f o r a vridely acceptable CTBT as a 
very important step to stop the t e c h n o l o g i c a l arms race and as an element i n our 
f i g h t against p r o l i f e r a t i o n . This does not mean, of course, that the Committee on 
Disarmament does or vrould not have a r o l e to p l a y i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s . On the 
c o n t r a r y : - to achieve a vridely acceptable CTB, tho Committee as a whole vrould have 
to be i n v o l v e d . TMs i s a l l the more important since a world-vride seismic 
v e r i f i c a t i o n system i s r e q u i r e d , to vrlUch the Seismic Group of the Committee has 
a l r e a d y c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y . Hovrever, i n our view the Committee had b e t t e r 
w a i t w i t h i t s n e g o t i a t i o n s i n d e t a i l on tho whole CTB t r e a t y u n t i l the t r i l a t e r a l 
t a l k s have been concluded successfullj/c 
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However, the l o g i c of such a procedure — I mean a more or l e s s wait-and-see 
a t t i t u d e — i s l e s s evident i n other cases. One may vronder, f o r example, why i t 
i s necessary to s e t t l e questions l i l c e the environmental m o d i f i c a t i o n convention or 
the r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons question completely on a b i l a t e r a l b a s i s before the 
Committee on Disarmament i s given the o p p o r t u n i t y to take them up. Even more 
important f o r our f u t u r e work i s the chemicsl weapons i s s u e . Although r a t h e r 
c r e a t i v e work was i n f a c t done by s e v e r a l members of the CCD, serious d i s c u s s i o n s 
were avoided d u r i n g the l a s t years of the CCD because of ongoing b i l a t e r a l t a l k s . 
Now, speedy conclusive r e s u l t s of these b i l a t e r a l t a l k s vrould of couirse be h e l p f u l 
to the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s , but f u r t h e r delay i n those b i l a t e r a l t a l k s could 
also l e a d to even'further d e l a y i n our c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the question. Those 
e x c l u s i v e b i l a t e r a l t a l k s could also l e a d to an agreement which does not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y take i n t o account p o s s i b l e preoccupations of other c o u n t r i e s . 

The C¥ i s s u e i s not of a s p e c i f i c a l l y b i l a t e r a l nature. Several c o u n t r i e s 
may possess chemical weapons, and a l l i n d u s t r i a l States шИ e v e n t u a l l y have to 
accept r a t h e r i n t r u s i v e v e r i f i c a t i o n procedures i n t h e i r n a t i o n a l chemical i n d u s t r y . 
The present procedure covild, i n the end, l e a d to an agreement which i s perhaps not 
as w i d e l y accepted as r e q u i r e d . More open n e g o t i a t i o n s , i n t h i s Committee, could 
l e a d to b e t t e r r e s u l t s i n the end. 

I n concluding my remarks on the t M r d component of the disarmament process, 
the n e g o t i a t i n g body and e s p e c i a l l y t h i s Committee on Disarmament, I should l i k e 
to add a few vrords on.the agenda f o r t M s year, remarks v/hich f o l l o v / from what I 
have j u s t s a i d . The agenda f o r our vrork i n the coming pe r i o d mu.st, of course, 
take i n t o account the r e l e v a n t recommendations of the General Assembly, the proposals 
made by member States and also the question v/hether an i s s u e i s indeed r i p e f o r 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

F i r s t of a l l we must be prepared to take up the vrork on a comprehensive 
test-ban t r e a t y as soon as p o s s i b l e , ¥e are happy to hear from the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the United Kingdom that the main stumbling-bloclcs i n the t r i l a t e r a l t a l k s seem 
to have been solved. V/hile v/aiting f o r the outcome of these t a l k s , we must 
s t r o n g l y support the work of the Seismic Group, since a multitude of t e c h n i c a l 
questions has s t i l l to be solved. Secondly, vre must f u r t h e r concentrate on a 
chemical-weapons ban. These n e g o t i a t i o n s v r i l l probably take more time than a CTB, 
since the p r a c t i c a l v e r i f i c a t i o n problems are complex. This year vre could 
concentrate on d e f i n i t i o n and v e r i f i c a t i o n problems. ¥ith respect to the l a s t 
question, vre s i n c e r e l y vrelcome the i n v i t a t i o n s by the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany 
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ajid the United Kingdom to attend chemical workshops which V7ill c o n t r i b u t e much to 
our understanding of how to s o l v e o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n questions. I n the meantime, 
we could also s t a r t n e g o t i a t i n g a radiological-weapons ban. 

We could have serious and e x p l o r a t o r y d i s c u s s i o n s on: a c u t - o f f i n the 
p r o d u c t i o n of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r weapons purposes, s e c u r i t y guarantees, 
g u i d e l i n e s f o r conventional-arms-control t a l k s and the comprehensive disarraament 
programme. We could have p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c i T S s i o n s on measirres to r e s t r i c t the 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l arms race. I doubt, however, whether i t i s u s e f u l to continue our 
disc-ussions on new weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n on the same b a s i s as i n the past. 
An arms race i n space vrould t h r e a t e n v r o r l d s t a b i l i t y . I wonder, however, vrhether 
the time i s r i p e f o r d i s c u s s i o n s on t M s matter i n t M s m u l t i l a t e r a l forum. We 
would l i k e to s t a y informed about progress i n b i l a t e r a l ta.lks on t M s matter. My 
d e l e g a t i o n l i s t e n e d v r i t h great a t t e n t i o n to other suggestions f o r the agenda and 
we w i l l study these c a r e f u l l y . 

I v r i l l not dwell f u r t h e r on t M s question of the agenda. There w i l l be ample 
o p p o r t u n i t y to discuss our f u t u r e vrork programme i n the coming vreeks. 

I would l i k e to conclude by toucMng b r i e f l y on the f o u r t h element o f the 
disarmament process, v i z . the impleraentation of arms c o n t r o l and disarmament 
agreements. 

As i s w e l l knovm, the Netherlands has proposed that the d e s i r a b i l i t y of the 
establishment of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Disarraament Or g a n i z a t i o n as a s e r v i c i n g agency, 
to a s s i s t i n the implementation of disarmament t r e a t i e s , be looked i n t o . Other, 
more o r l e s s r e l a t e d , proposals have been raade b y other members l a s t yeax. I n 
view o f the e x p e r t i s e combined i n the Comraittee on Disarmament, as v r e l l as the 
r o l e i t can p l a y i n the m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament process, we consider the 
Committee to be the r i g h t forimi to discuss impleraentation macMnery. We intend 
to r e t u r n to t M s question i n more depth l a t e r i n the year". We consider i t a 
M g h l y important matter. 

One f i n a l vrord. We are l o o k i n g forvíard w i t h great i n t e r e s t to the appointment 
of a S e c r e t a r y of t h i s Committee, who w i l l a l s o , as the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, maintain a l i n k betvreen t M s Committee 
and the UMted Nations system. 

, A l o t o f work has to be done. Let us s e t t l e our procedural and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
matters e f f i c i e n t l y i n the coming vreeks, vrithout l o o k i n g f o r problems vrhere there 
are i n f a c t none, thus a l l o v r i n g u s to s t e r t our s u b s t a n t i a l work as soon us 
p o s s i b l e . 
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Mr. DUZBTI-BUIiAYI (Zaire) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); 1-Ir. Chairman, the 
d e l e g a t i o n of Zaire f e e l s keen s a t i s f a c t i o n and genuine pr i d e at seeing the 
A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n p r e s i d i n g over the debates of t h i s f i r s t session of the 
Committee on Disarmament. 

This l e g i t i m a t e p r i d e i s based on the f a c t that A l g e r i a and Z a i r e , A f r i c a n 
and non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , share the same i d e a l s and are exposed to the same 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . You can r e s t assured, t h e r e f o r e , of the complete c o l l a b o r a t i o n of 
my d e l e g a t i o n i n tho accomplishment of your task, 

Tho Z a i r i a n d e l e g a t i o n welcomes the new members who have come to enlarge the 
membership of the Committee, and i s convinced that t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n w i l l add a 
new dynamism to the work of the Committee, so that i t can l i v e up to the immense 
hopes of the i n t e m a t i o n a l community and the t r u s t the General Assembly has placed 
i n us. 

More p a r t i c i z l a r l y , my country welcomes the presence of France, a nuclear-vjeapon 
country and a permanent member of the S e c u r i t y C o i m c i l , whose c o n t r i b u t i o n v i i l l 
strengthen the r e s u l t s of our d e l i b e r a t i o n s , f o r disarmament cannot, i n the view 
of my d e l e g a t i o n , be achieved without the a s s i s t a n c e of a l l the nuclear-weapon 
Stat e s . I n t h i s context, my country e a r n e s t l y hopes that the People's Republic 
of China w i l l j o i n us i n the very near future to take i t s r i g h t f u l place and 
b r i n g i t s stone, too, to help i n b u i l d i n g a new world d e l i v e r e d from the f e a r of 
nuclear d e s t r u c t i o n . 

S i x months have passed since the end of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , devoted 
to disarmament. 

At the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, there was a long 
d i s c u s s i o n on implementation of the recommendations and d e c i s i o n s adopted by the 
tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

We are meeting here today i n accordance w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s of paragraph 1 2 0 

of the F i n a l Document e s t a b l i s h i n g the Comraittee on Disarmament as a n e g o t i a t i n g 
body i n s t e a d and i n place of the former CCD. 

I n accordance w i t h the wishes of the General Assembly, the b e t t e r s t r u c t u r e d , 
more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e and more democratic Committee on Disarraament must meet the 
l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l comraamity, which i s haunted by the 
f e a r of overarmament and d e s t r u c t i o n . 
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(Mr. B-ulceti-Bulcayiy Z a i r e ) 

This' means that we at... t h i s meeting, are s t a r t i n g a new, h i s - t o r i c page i n the 
l o n g and d i f f i c u l t march towards disarmament, 

V/e a l l agree that there should he disarmament, hut how are we to disarm? 
This i s the question to which the new machinery e s t a b l i s h e d by the 

General Assembly at i t s tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n i s expected to provide an answer. 
I n face of the complexity of the equation, every u n i t of t h i s m.achinery has a 
c l e a r l y d e f i n e d r o l e to p l a y so that the sum of the r e s u l t s achieved w i l l l e a d us 
to the u l t i m a t e s o l u t i o n , namely, general and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . 

I n paragraph 120 of the P i n a l Document of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the 
General Assembly traced the b l u e - p r i n t we should f o l l o w i n our approach to the 
o b j e c t i v e s we have set ourselves. 

I t i s c l e a r from the statements made so f a r that every d e l e g a t i o n i s 
determined to make i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

Let us, t h e r e f o r e , break w i t h the past, i t s methods and i t s p r i n c i p l e s to the 

extent that they impeded our a c t i o n and l e t us take advantage of the experience of 
the past i n order b e t t e r to succeed. 

This Committee must f u l l y discharge i t s task w i t h the assistance of a l l s t a t e s 

composing i t . The n u c l e a r Powers have a p a r t i c u l a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n the progress 
of our work. They must, t h e r e f o r e , malee an e x t r a e f f o r t to come out of t h e i r 
i v o r y tower and, through franlc and sincere c o l l a b o r a t i o n , enable.the 
non-nuclear-vreapon members to p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s . They 
must talce account of the views expressed by non-nuclear-we apon cou n t r i e s so that 
the l a t t e r w i l l not, as t h e - M i n i s t e r f o r Poreign A f f a i r s o f S r i Lanka so a p t l y 
s a i d , be reduced to mere observers i n the Committee, 

Paragraph 4 5 of the P i n a l Document of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n defined the 
order of p r i o r i t i e s f o r disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . Nuclear weapons, the e x i s t i n g 
a r s e n a l s of which are capable o f d e s t r o y i n g our planet s e v e r a l times over, are 
our f i r s t concern. I n t h i s context, the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d 
s e s s i o n assigned to the' Committee on Disarmament the task of n e g o t i a t i n g , as a 
matter of p r i o r i t y , a t r e a t y on the p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-vjeapon t e s t s , an 
instrument f o r p r o h i b i t i n g the development and production of chemical weapons and 
a convention on the c e s s a t i o n and p r o h i b i t i o n of production of f i s s i o n a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s f o r weapons and other n u c l e a r e x p l o s i v e devices. L a s t l y , the Committee 
i s to continue i t s e f f o r t s w i t h a vievi to reaching agreement on the prevention of 
the emergence of new vreapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . 
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I f the nuclear* Povjers consider that n u c l e a r weapons form an i n t e g r a l p a r t 
of the s e c u r i t y Of a c e r t a i n nuiaber of rUates, how can the excessive accunrulation 
of t h e i r arsenals he j u s t i f i e d when at present only a few homhs are needed to wipe 
out humanity? Hence, the search f o r new nuclear d e l i v e r y v e h i c l e systems i s 
u n j u s t i f i a b l e . 

I n the opinion o f my d e l e g a t i o n , conclusion o f a t r e a t y banning nuclear 
t e s t i n g so as to put an end to the arms race should not meet w i t h major o b j e c t i o n s 
on the p a r t of the n u c l e a r S t a t e s . 

The confinement of t h e i r defensive capacity to a l e v e l no higher than that 
r e q u i r e d f o r guaranteeing t h e i r s e c u r i t y and that of t h e i i ' a l l i e s i s the only 
c o n d i t i o n which, i n an i n i t i a l stage, j u s t i f i e s t h e i r possession of nuclear weapons. 

For we must be r e a l i s t i c i n our search f o r ways and means of achieving 
disarmament. At the present stage, i t viould be U t o p i a n to spealc of general and 
complete disarmament. That w i l l only occur at the f i n a l stage of our work. 

Even Stone Age man had h i s spear and' axe f o r hunting and f i s h i n g , to feed and, 
i f necessary, defend h i m s e l f . 

\/e have c e r t a i n l y not chosen t h i s example to j u s t i f y overarmament| quite the 
reverse, pursuant to the p r i n c i p l e of the r i g h t of every State to s e c u r i t y , we 
a l s o acknowledge the r i g h t of every State to equip i t s e l f w i t h appropriate means 
f o r i t s defence. 

Overarmament i s therefore to be condemned. The most adequate means of 
curbing t h i s overarmamiont race l i e s i n the complete c e s s a t i o n of a l l n u c l e a r t e s t s 
and the v e r i f i e d d e s t r u c t i o n of other types of weapon. 

The mere f a c t that the m a j o r i t y of States of the globe have v o l u n t a r i l y 
come out i n favour of a n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n régime must be seen as proof of t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l to work f o r peace and l i v e i n peaceful co-existence i n accordance 
w i t h the s p i r i t of the Charter of the United Hâtions. 

The non-nuclear-weapon States expect the nuclear-weapon States to shovj the 
same p o l i t i c a l w i l l . To t h i s end, they must, f i r s t and foremost, create a 
climate of mutual confidence and help the community of States to e l i m i n a t e trouble 
spots where power s t r u g g l e s are o f t e n played out to the detriment of the 
p o p u l a t i o n concerned. By t h i s process, another phase of our task, that of 
l i m i t i n g conventional weapons, the importance of which"has increased i n recent 
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years, w i l l Ъе accomplished. A l l l o c a l wars have heen fed hy t h i s type of 
weapon. Ily country, which has s u f f e r e d so much i n l o c a l c o n f l i c t s , f u l l y 
a ppreciates tho ijjportance of l i m i t i n g an^. p r o h i h i t i n g c e r t a i n conventional 
vreapons which may he considered to have excessive or i n d i s c r i m i n a t e e f f e c t s . 

VJe hope that the e f f o r t s we undertake i n t h i s context i n the course of the 
year w i l l he crovmed w i t h success. 

I t i s not the i n t e n t i o n of the Z a i r i a n d e l e g a t i o n to waste time, at the 
present stage of our debate, on r e d e f i n i n g i t s p o s i t i o n on a l l disarmament 
questions! that p o s i t i o n has, moreover, been expressed on s e v e r a l occasions and 
i s p e r f e c t l y c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the views of the non-aligned movement on the question. 

Ily d e l e g a t i o n wishes to confine i t s comments to the manner i n which our 
Coifflnittee should conduct i t s work so as to o b t a i n the best chances of success. 
(1) The Committee should f i r s t , on an annual b a s i s , dravj up a p r e c i s e programme 
of work, observing tho order of p r i o r i t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d by the tenth s p e c i a l session 
and the r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 
( 2 ) I t should avoid s t e r i l e d i s c u s s i o n s i n i t s n e g o t i a t i o n s , so as to address 
i t s e l f to the r e a l problems to be solved. 
( 3 ) I t should maintain the cohesion of i t s members by d i s p l a y i n g moderation, a 
s p i r i t of compromise and even t o l e r a n c e . 
( 4 ) I t should r e j e c t a systematic cleavage v i h i c h would induce i t s members to 
adopt r i g i d p o s i t i o n s and malee i t d i f f i c u l t to achieve consensus. VJe must not 
f o r g e t t h a t , through the General Assembly, we represent the ; eoples of our p l a n e t , 
which are a r d e n t l y yearning f o r peace and s e c u r i t y . 

Let us not malee ourselves responsible before h i s t o r y f o r having f a i l e d i n 
our undertaking, vjhen a l l tho c o n d i t i o n s f o r i t s success seem to have been 
assembled, 
( 5 ) The Committee i s e n t i t l e d to expect the nuclear-vreapon Powers to keep i t 
r e g u l a r l y informed, and even to associate i t w i t h , d i s c u s s i o n s r e l a t i n g to t h e i r 
b i l a t e r a l o r r e g i o n a l t a l k s . 

In t h i s connexion, my d e l e g a t i o n r e c a l l s that the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n 
upheld the p r i n c i p l e of the u n i v e r s a l i t y of e f f o r t s l e a d i n g to disarmament, 
V i h i c h means that s o l u t i o n s to t h i s grave problem must be found by a l l States 
Plembers of the U n i t e d hâtions. 
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(б) L a s t l y , no matter how important they may he, the procednral questions we 
s h a l l encounter must not impede the progress of our work. 

We must provide our Committee w i t h simple and f l e x i b l e r u l e s of procedure 
that can be adapted to the development of our work. 

Z a i r e , f o r i t s p a r t , i s determined to spare no e f f o r t to ensure i t s 
c o n s t r u c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the work of the Committee and to malee i t s modest 
c o n t r i b u t i o n thereto as i t d i d f o r three years w i t h i n the CCD. 

Z a i r e , a peace-loving and freedom-loving country s i t u a t e d i n the heart of 
África, has always regarded disarmament as a very im,portant question. 

Щ'- country i s determined to malee i t s modest c o n t r i b u t i o n . In p r a c t i c e , 
t h i s i s r e f l e c t e d i n the support the Z a i r i a n d e l e g a t i o n gives to various 
c o n s t r u c t i v e i n i t i a t i v e s taken by States of a l l i d e o l o g i c a l tendencies w i t h i n 
the framework of disarmament. I n t h i s context, at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of 
the General Assembly, my d e l e g a t i o n supported 4 3 of the 4 5 d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s 
adopted by the P i r s t Committee of the General Assembly, and j o i n e d the sponsors 
of 1 2 d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s . 

T h i s modest balance t e s t i f i e s to the i n t e r e s t my country obviou s l y tales s i n 
the thorny problem of disarmament. 

L a s t l y , i n c o n c l u s i o n , i t i s impossible s u f f i c i e n t l y to s t r e s s the close 
l i n l e s e x i s t i n g between disarmament and development. We must l i b e r a t e the immense 
resources squandered on militar^'- purposes so that they can be used f o r combating 
misery, poverty, disease and i n e q u a l i t i e s of a l l s o r t s . Let us spare human 
s o c i e t y s u f f e r i n g s which i t i s c o n s t a n t l y having to endure. We are thinieing 
p a r t i c u l a r l y of the populations of developing c o u n t r i e s . 

Let us b u i l d a new world i n which co-operation based on confidence, 
e q u a l i t y and dialogue w i l l r e i g n . 

Let us turn tne p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter i n t o f a c t s . 
The road i s of course long, but the task i s sublime, f o r we s h a l l have been 

of some use to manleind. 
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I-'Ir.. М'Ш'ЕАЖР! (Kenya)', I t i s an honour and a p r i v i l e g e f o r me to lead the 
Kenya de l e g a t i o n to t h i s i n a i i g u r a l meeting of the new Committee on Disarmament. My 
del e g a t i o n attaches great im.porta.nce to the work of t h i s Committee. ¥e know many 
peoples i n the world look to t h i s body w i t h hope and a sense of urgency. Me know the 
task before the Committee i s complicated and d i f f i c u l t , but v;e are confident that 
the w i l l of the people expressed i n the s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly on 
disarmament w i l l continue to i n s p i r e the work of t h i s Commiittee. 

Mr. Chairman, under your d i s t i n g u i s h e d d i p l o m a t i c s k i l l s the Committee has been 
launched. This augurs w e l l , and v;e are confident, too, that before t h i s s e s s i o n i s 
over the Committee w i l l have taken the d e c i s i o n s on i t s procedures and p r i o r i t i e s of 
i t s work to еп0,Ь1е i t to address i t s e l f to the c h a l l e n g i n g substantive tasks ahead. 
Fiay I a l s o say thanlc уогг to a l l those who have g r a c i o u s l y welcomed my del e g a t i o n to 
the ranks of t h i s Committee. Ну de l e g a t i o n r e c i p r o c a t e s a l l the good wishes 
expressed and looks forirard to strengthening the v a r m r e l a t i o n s that a l r e a d y e x i s t 
among the members of t h i s Committee vrhich ve b e l i e v e v r i l l have a l o t to cont r i b u t e 
to the success of the tasks entrusted to t h i s nevr body. 

The s p e c i a l session on disax-mament vras a unique event i n many respects and, i f 
the s p i r i t i t had generated i s maintained, i t might represent a t u r n i n g point i n the 
h i s t o r y of disarmament. The main achievement of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n i n our vievr v a s 

the establishment of new disarmament machinery, both to conduct n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
concrete issues and to d e l i b e r a t e on disarmament questions. 

¥e are happy that the Coimnittee on Disarmament has replaced the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament (CCD), vrhich has, i n e f f e c t , e l i m i n a t e d the system of 
co-chairmanship and has i n s t i t u t e d a monthly r o t a t i o n of chairmen. E i g h t a d d i t i o n a l 
members have noir seats i n t h i s Committee, i n c l u d i n g , f o r the f i r s t time, my countrj'-, 
Kenya, l/e are glad to see that France has agreed to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the v/ork of the 
nevr body. Me axe a l s o hopeful that China would f i n d i b p o s s i b l e to take i t s seat 
i n the Committee i n the near f u t u r e . I t i s our b e l i e f that t h i s Committee, because 
of the vrider p a r t i c i p a t i o n of nucleai- and non-nuclear-vreapon States, x r i l l be a more 
e f f e c t i v e n e g o t i a t i n g body than i t s predecessor, the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament (CCD). And since t h i s i s our f i r s t time to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the v/ork of 
t h i s Committee, I x/ould l i k e to assure you, Mr. Chairman, and a l l members of t h i s 
Committee, of my delegation's f u l l e s t a,nd p o s i t i v e co-operation. 

My d e l e g a t i o n notes vrith s a t i s f a c t i o n that i n so f a r as disarmament machinery i s 
concerned, the p r o v i s i o n s of the F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session had so f a r 
been f a i t h f u l l y implemented. I t i s our hope that the xrork of t h i s Committee, xmlike 
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the CCDj u i l l net he paralysed at times when the nuc l e a r Povrers vrere unable to agree 
on disarmament questions. The task and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y before us are enormous. . ¥e 
must j o i n our mnnds and hands together t c r a r d s a. common goal of e l i m i n a t i n g once and 
f o r a l l the cloud of d e s t r u c t i o n that hovers over mankind. 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n adopted a balanced 3,pproach to c o n t r o l l i n g armaments i n 
various regions of the vrorld by upholding the r i g h t of each State to preserve i t s 
s e c u r i t y , and f o r both r e c i p i e n t s and s u p p l i e r s of arms to bear i n mind the n e c e s s i t y 
of m a i n t a i n i n g a numerical and t e c h n o l o g i c a l balance of armaments i n various regions 
of t e n s i o n and c o n f l i c t . 

At present, as i n the past, the m i l i t a r y competition continues to act as the 
d r i v i n g f o r c e f o r the vrid.er dissemiination of s o p h i s t i c a t e d conventional arms 
throughout the vrorld. Per economic, p o l i t i c a l , as v r e l l as militarse reasons, the 
s u p p l i e r countries have a c t i v e l y promoted exports of the nevrest generation of 
vreapons to other c o i m t r i e s , mainly to developing -countries. I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g , 
t h e r e f o r e , that the m i l i t a r y expenditures i n developing countries r e g i s t e r e d some . 
spectacu.lar increases i n the pe r i o d I 9 6 O to 1976. As the a v a i l a b l e s t u d i e s shovr, 
some of the biggest increases i n m i l i t a r y programmes occurred i n nations at the 
lovrest end of the income s c a l e . Furthermore, f o r the poorest 20 per cent of the 
vrorld p o p u l a t i o n , t h i s meant that the m i l i t a r y share of GÎ3P rose from 1.9 per cent 
i n i 9 6 0 to 3*2 per cent i n 1976, a burden out of э.11 p r o p o r t i o n f o r a po p u l a t i o n 
vrith y e a r l y incomes averaging 0124. 

While the doror nations concentrated t h e i r e f f o r t s i n a massive arms race, 
t h e i r a i d e f f o r t s f a i l e d to achieve the goals to xrhich 'they had agreed i n the 
United N a t i o n s . Between I 9 6 O and I 9 7 6 , almost tvrenty times as much money vrent i n t o 
m i l i t a r y expansion a s i n t o a i d f o r development. The average c o n t r i b u t i o n of a l l 
donor nati o n s f o r vrhich records are a v a i l a b l e amounted to O .3 per cent of t h e i r 
combined GUP, vrhile t h e i r m i l i t a r y expenditures took 6.2 per cent of GliP during 
those same years. I t i s q u i t e c l e a r then that the arms race i s the s i n g l e major 
obstacle to development. I t a f f e c t s not only the vrorld ' s r a t e of economic grovrth 
but a l s o the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the grovrth that does occur. At the same time i t 
con t r i b u t e s to the vridening gap betxreen r i c h and poor c o u n t r i e s , a focus of ' 
i n c r e a s i n g vrorld t e n s i o n and concern xrhich has r a i s e d the debate on the nevr 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic ord.er. 

Let me novr t u r n to another item to vrhich my country attaches gr-eat importance. 
I r e f e r to the question of the banning of chemical and b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l ( b i o l o g i c a l ) 
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weapons. Kenj^a i s a p a r t y to both the Geneva P r o t o c o l of 1 9 2 5 and the Convention 
on the P r o h i b i t i o n of the Development, Production and S t o c k p i l i n g of 
B a c t e r i o l o g i c a l ( B i o l o g i c a l ) and Toxin \/capons and on The i r D e s t r u c t i o n . We have 
co-sponsored s e v e r a l d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s on the item that have come before the 
P i r s t Committee i n the past s e v e r a l years, and we plan to continue to give our 
support both i n t h i s Committee and i n the General Assembly. 

V/hile my delegation a p p r e c i a t e s the com.plex nature of the issues i n v o l v e d , 
\/e, n e v e r t h e l e s s , f e e l that t h i s Committee i s charged v/ith a task of n e g o t i a t i n g 
an agreement on e f f e c t i v e measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, 
production and s t o c l c p i l i n g of a l l chemical v/ea^pons and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . This i s 
not the f i r s t time that the question has come up .before a Conmittee l i k e t h i s one. 
I t has been before the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament on s e v e r a l 
occasions and each time the p r i n c i p a l problems appear to be (a) the scope of the 
p r o h i b i t i o n , that i s , whether i t should be of a comprohensive or a gradual nature; 
(b) the a c t i v i t i e s that should be banned and the agents that v/ould be subject to 
a p r o h i b i t i o n , and (c) the way i n v/hich compliance v/ith the convention should be 
v e r i f i e d . 

On the question of scope of p r o h i b i t i o n , my d e l e g a t i o n v/ould support those 
proposals c a l l i n g f o r a convention that i s comprehensive i n i t s approach, v/hich 
means i t s p r o h i b i t i o n v / i l l extend to a l l chemical means of v/arfare. There has 
been considerable d i s c u s s i o n concerning the a c t i v i t i e s that should be banned and 
the agents that would be subject to a p r o h i b i t i o n , and there seems to be a 
consensus that i t i s h i g h l y important to agree on c r i t e r i a t hat i/ould determine 
v/hich a c t i v i t i e s and substances should come under the scope of a p r o h i b i t i o n . 
S e v e r a l such c r i t e r i a have been proposed. Por example, one such c r i t e r i o n i s that 
of purpose or i n t e n t i o n , v/hich means that a l e t h a l chemical agent that has no 
pe a c e f u l use should be banned. Other proposals suggest that substances produced 
i n amounts having no j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r p e a c e f u l purposes should come гяпаег the 
p r o h i b i t i o n . Yet other proposals r e f e r to c e r t a i n p r o p e r t i e s v/hich v/ould make 
chemical substances v/arfare agents. V/hile these c r i t e r i a and proposals are 
e s s e n t i a l i n our n e g o t i a t i o n s , my d e l e g a t i o n favours a convention that takes a 
comprehensive approach i n connexion v/ith both the chemical agents and the a c t i v i t i e s 
to be banned-. 

V/e must nov/ d i r e c t our e f f o r t s towards f i n d i n g a s o l u t i o n to the d i f f e r e n c e s 
v/hich s t i l l e x i s t w i t h respect to the question of v e r i f i c a t i o n . A convention such 
a,s the one v/e are hoping f o r v / i l l not be e f f e c t i v e unless i t contains some 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n measures to g.ive assurances to the p a r t i e s to an agreement 
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that i t s p r o v i s i o n s w i l l he observed. While we b e l i e v e that a v e r i f i c a t i o n system 
based on n a t i o n a l means i s e s s e n t i a l , v e a l s o f e e l t h a t , given the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l climate and m i s t r u s t that e x i s t s between States, i t i s necessary that the 
n a t i o n a l v e r i f i c a t i o n system be supplemented by some agreed i n t e m a t i o n a l 
v e r i f i c a t i o n measures. 

Year a f t e r year delegations have s t r e s s e d , both during the general debate as 
1/ell as i n the F i r s t Committee, the importance of an e a r l y c e s s a t i o n of a l l 
nuclear-\7eapon t e s t s as a necessary f i r s t step tovaxàs nuclear disarmament and 
towards f u l f i l l i n g the commitments contained i n the p a r t i a l test-ban Treaty of I 9 6 5 , 

as w e l l as i n the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty, llany of us have expressed the b e l i e f 
that a comprehensive ban of nuclear-wea,pon t e s t s would provide an impetus f o r 
f u r t h e r progress i n other disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , such as the u n i t e d States -
Soviet Union S t r a t e g i c Arms L i m i t a t i o n To Iks (SALT). 1/e had a l s o hoped that a 
nucl e a r test-ban could be negotiated before the beginning of the s p e c i a l s e ssion on 
disarmament. In f a c t , the General Assembly was so hopeful of a n u c l e a r - t e s t ban that 
i n operative paragraph 5 of i t s r e s o l u t i o n 5 2 / 7 8 i t requested the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament to take tip the agreed t e x t which, the Assembly had hoped, 
vrould r e s u l t from the three nuclear-weapon States' n e g o t i a t i o n s , w i t h a view to the 
submission of a d.raft t r e a t y to the General Assembly at i t s s p e c i a l session devoted 
to disarmament. As i t stands n o v , v e have n e i t h e r a n u c l o a r - t e s t ban, nor a 
SALT I I agreement. My de l e g a t i o n i s hopeful that t h i s Committee w i l l be able to 
come tip vrith an acceptable d r a f t t r e a t y on a n u c l e a r - t e s t ban before the end of the 
s e s s i o n , ¥e are e q u a l l y o p t i m i s t i c that the two nu c l e a r super-Povrers - i r i l l soon be 
able to .reach agreement i n the SALT I I n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

F o r an agi-eement on a comprehensive nuclear-\reapon-test ban to be s u c c e s s f u l , 
i t i s necessary that a l l n u c l e a r Povrers adhere to i t . But at the same tim.o the i v o 

l e a d i n g n u c l e a r Powers must demonstrate t h e i r w i l l to lead other nuclear Po\rers 
tovrards a comprehensive t e s t ban and to ensure that there w i l l be no v i o l a t i o n s 
once the t r e a t y goes i n t o e f f e c t . 

Arguments have been made to the e f f e c t that nuclear-vreapon tests and peaceful 
n u c l e a r explosions vrere i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e , and that i t should be covered under a 
comprehensive t e s t ban. Lfhile vre s t r o n g l y support a l l n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n measures, 
v e f e e l that the question of peaceful n u c l e a r t e s t s should not come under the 
nuGlear-\reapon-test-ban t r e a t y . Kenya i s prepared to support a moratorium on 
peac e f u l nuclear t e s t s , but wo are opposed to any suggestion that peaceful n u c l e a r 
programmes bo abandoned e n t i r e l y . Any a c t i o n of t h i s k i n d ;rould, no doubt, attempt 
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to f jTustrate the i n t e n t i o n s and purposes of paragraphs 6S and 6 9 of the P i n a l 
Document- of the specia,! s e s s i o n , as u c l l as a r t i c l e I V of the IT o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n 
Treaty, which recognizes the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of a l l p a r t i e s to the Treaty to 
acquire n u c l e a r energy f o r p e a c e f u l purposes vrithout d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

This Committee i s a l s o requested to pursue i t s examination of the question o f 
the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufact'ore c f ne\r vreapons of mass 
d e s t r u c t i o n and new systems of such weapons, w i t h a viexr to reaching agreement on the 
prevent i o n o f the em-ergence of nevr \reapons based on new s c i e n t i f i c p r i n c i p l e s and 
achievements. Gince 1 9 7 5 , vhen tho item vras included on the agenda of the 
t h i r t i e t h s e s s i o n of the General Assembly at the request of the Soviet Union, various 
approaches to the question have evolved. One approach c a l l s f o r an all-encompassing 
agreement to prevent the emergence of such weapons i n advance. The other approach 
opposes such a general agreement and advocates the conclusion of conventions 
regarding s p e c i f i c \reapons as and vrhen they emerge. 

The CCD r e p o r t , o u t l i n i n g the d i s c u s s i o n on the item i n d i c a t e s that.there seems 
to be general agreement regarding the need f o r some a c t i o n by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community i n regard to new vreapons o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n . Dut at the same time 
serious d i f f e r e n c e s s t i l l e x i s t making i t r a t h e r d i f f i c u l t to achieve consensus i n 
t h i s matter. Our e f f o r t s should t h e r e f o r e be d i r e c t e d toxrards narrovring these 
d i f f e r e n c e s . 

F i n a l l y , Kenya strongly'- b e l i e v e s that the continiied grovrth of t r u s t , as vrel l as 
p o l i t i c a l , economic and c u l t u r a l co-ope ra''•.ion among S t a t e s , i s a b a s i c f a c t o r of 
the e f f o r t s to strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , l'y couirtry attaches great 
importance to the p r i n c i p l e of non-interference i n the a f f a i r s of other S t a t e s . 
This p r i n c i p l e guarantees every State the fundamental r i g h t to conduct i t s a f f a i r s 
without hindrance and i n accordance w i t h the •'.rishes of i t s p e o p l e . Current 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s at e s t a b l i s h i n g э. new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order, to ensure 
equi'bable and f a i r inteme/cional economic r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the developed 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c ountries and the developing, poor w o i i d could, vrith p o l i t i c a l v r i l l , 
augur \ r c l l f o r the promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . 

I thanlc you, Mr. Chairman and delegates, f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 
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Mr. PÁRTASE ( I r a n ) ; Mr. Chairman, may I begin by adding the 
co n g r a t u l a t i o n s of my d e l e g a t i o n to those already extended to you and your 
eminent Poreign M i n i s t e r as the f i r s t Chairmen of t h i s Committee. T t i s 
f o r t u i t o u s indeed that t h i s duty should have f a l l e n on a countiy vihich has 
alre a d y taken so many important i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n i t i a t i v e s . 

As we meet here to inaugurate the Committee on Disarmament I wish to 
express the optimism and s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h which my d e l e g a t i o n talces i t s place i n 
t h i s new fortm. I am sure that my colleagues share оглг sense of renewed s p i r i t 
and strengthened r e s o l v e as we enter t h i s new phase of our work. Ife have 
already had the honour of hearing many d i s t i n g u i s h e d M i n i s t e r s la-onch t h e i r 
Governments' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s Committee, and we have been encouraged by 
the p o s i t i v e tone of a l l the statements made so f a r . Our expectations thus 
remain hig h that the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g body w i l l s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
enhance the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of concluding disarmament agreements. 

Although vre are a l l nevr to t h i s Committee, allovi me nevertheless to xvelcome 
the States which have not p r e v i o u s l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament 
t a l k s here i n Geneva. ¥e r e a l i z e ' , of course that they are a l l v r e l l acquainted 
wi'bh the subject. \Ie have l i s t e n e d to them a t t e n t i v e l y at the General Assembly 
debates as v r e l l as at other disarmament meetings. One of the f-undamental 
i n t e n t i o n s of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n was to democratize the process of the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s c a r r i e d out i n t h i s d e l i c a t e f i e l d . Consequently i t was i n t h i s 
s p i r i t t hat the Committee on Disarmament vras e s t a b l i s h e d , and without doubt the 
a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of e i g h t a d d i t i o n a l States i n disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s 
w i t h i n the framework of such a re p r e s e n t a t i v e body v r i l l c o ntribute to both these 
o b j e c t i v e s . 

V/e are, of course, e s p e c i a l l y g r a t i f i e d by the presence of the Government 
of Prance i n our mtdst. V/e have l i s t e n e d w i t h great i n t e r e s t to the statement 
of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d Poreign M i n i s t e r Jean François-Poncet and look forward to 
a resumption of the outstanding French t r a d i t i o n i n disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
The importance of the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the nuclear Povrers cannot be 
overemphasized, and vre hope i n t h i s respect that a l l the nuclear-weapon States 
v r i l l be able to p a r t i c i p a t e i n our d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n the near f u t u r e . 
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Щ- d e l e g a t i o n hopes, as do many others, that the i n i t i a t i o n of t h i s new 
Committee heralds a new era i n disarmament огЛ that some hrealcthroughs w i l l 
hecome p o s s i b l e . ¥e have behind us a p a r t i c u l a r l y f r u i t f u l year, which should 
provide a s o l i d f oimdation f o r our v/ork. The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
United Rations General Assembly devoted to disarmament vmdertook a broad a t t a c k on 
a l l the problems of disarmament. And at the General Assembly's t h i r t y - t h i r d 
s e s s i o n the r e s o l u t i o n s adopted i n t h i s f i e l d r e f l e c t e d t h i s v/ide-ranging 
approach. They cover every p o s s i b l e area, from negotiated agreements to 
n a t i o n a l r e s t r a i n t , to s t u d i e s , i n f o r m a t i o n prograjmnes and p u b l i c i t y . E v e r y t h i n g 
i s to be attempted, and the large packet of recommendations contained i n 
docimient C D/1 i s evidence of the expanded i n t e r e s t and i n t e n s i t y of the 
disarmament e f f o r t . I t i s up to our Comiaittee as one of the important forums 
of n e g o t i a t i o n to r e t a i n the g l o b a l a t t e n t i o n v/hich the s p e c i a l session m.anaged 
to arouse by m a i n t a i n i n g t h i s momentmi. 

Despite our nevr Committee and a nev/ beginning, we remain faced, however, 
w i t h f a m i l i a r problems. Time has not made these problems e a s i e r to handle. 
One need only read the nev/spapers to note the i n c r e a s i n g number of m i l i t a r y -
r e l a t e d items. C o n f l i c t and h o s t i l i t i e s abound, a,nd v/eapons developments are 
report e d v/ith spreading headlines. I t i s our job to seek to reverse t h i s t rend, 
to make the l i m i t a t i o n of armaments a working p o l i c y of a l l Governments. 

Before i n d u l g i n g i n a short examination of the matters before t h i s Comiaittee, 
I would l i k e to express the s a t i s f a c t i o n of our d e l e g a t i o n w i t h the progress 
report e d i n the SALT n e g o t i a t i o n s . Although we shared the general disappointment 
v/hen agreement v/as not p o s s i b l e i n December of l a s t year, v/e are nevertheless 
encouraged by the r e p o r t s that d i f f e r e n c e s have indeed narrov/ed and that we 
can s t i l l expect success w i t h i n the coming months. There i s no purpose i n 
lamenting the many years i t has taken to conclude t h i s n e g o t i a t i o n . We would 
at t h i s p o i n t welcome the agreement xrholeheartedly as a f i r s t step, and vre 
await i t s accomplishment. Oxœ foremost o b j e c t i v e i s to reduce nuclear weapons, 
and i t i s only through these b i l a t e r a l t a l k s f o r the time being that progress 
i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n can be made. SALT I I must be agreed i n order to c l e a r the 
way f o r SALT I I I to begin. 
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In the Committee on Disarmament, our f i r s t d i s c u s s i o n s v r i l l he devoted to the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of our work, agreement on the r u l e s of procedure and on the agenda. 
We t r u s t that these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters can he e f f i c i e n t l y d e a l t w i t h so that 
we w i l l be able to concentrate on the substantive items. Some of these tasks 
have i n f a c t already been done f o r us. In accordance v/ith the a c t i o n programme 
of the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n A / 3 3 / 7 I H recommends 
that the p r i o r i t y items f o r t h i s Committee be the achievement of a comprehensive 
test-ban agreement and a ban on chemical v/eapons. 

The comprehensive t e s t ban remains our primary o b j e c t i v e . Despite a l l our 
e f f o r t s , and despite repeated appeals f o r the ce s s a t i o n of nuc l e a r t e s t i n g , 
agreement has not been reached and nuclear-weapors t e s t s continue. The r a t i o n a l e 
f o r t h i s behaviour i s not easy to grasp, f o r the nuclear Pov/ers themselves 
favour a t e s t c e s s a t i o n , and have c e r t a i n l y concluded f o r t h e i r ovm s a t i s f a c t i o n 
t h a t continued t e s t i n g w i l l not provide them v/ith any a d d i t i o n a l s e c t i r i t y . Yet 
up t i l l noviT i t has not been p o s s i b l e f o r them to take a c t i o n i n accordance vrith 
the d e s i r e s o f the va s t m a j o r i t y of St a t e s . 

As f a r as t h i s Committee i s concerned, i t s r o l e should not be reduced to 
hoping t h a t the t r i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s undertaken on t h i s subject tvro years 
ago w i l l nov/ bear f r u i t . L i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n has been made a v a i l a b l e on these 
t a l k s , even though the d r a f t t r e a t y v/hich e v e n t u a l l y emerges w i l l be submitted 
to t h i s Committee f o r f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n . The subject w i l l then r e q u i r e our 
immediate and c o n t i n u a l a t t e n t i o n u n t i l the approved d r a f t i s ready f o r 
p r e s e n t a t i o n to the General Assembly. 

Under these circumstances, i t seems unfortunate that we have l i t t l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n to date. I t i s a f t e r a l l i n the i n t e r e s t s of a l l States that the 
test-ban t r e a t y which f i n a l l y i s presented to the General Assembly be a 
c a r e f u l l y prepared and w e l l s t u d i e d document. A f t e r many long years of 
d i s c u s s i o n there v/ould be no excuse f o r anything l e s s . 

I have emphasized the test-ban i s s u e because i t i s the v i t a l one f o r 
our Committee. I t i s perhaps the only item v/hich i s l i k e l y to r e s u l t i n an 
agreement t h i s year. The r e p u t a t i o n and st r e n g t h of t h i s forum may depend on 
our a c t i o n i n t h i s area. In order to maintain the dynamism of t h i s group, 
l e t us make i t a p o i n t to accomplish a test-ban t r e a t y t h i s year. 
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On the question of a ban on chemical weapons, t h i s Conmittee should continue 
the work s t a r t e d by the CCD i n t h i s f i e l d . . M i l l e the United States and the 
Soviet Union are pursuing t h e i r b i l a t e r a l d i s c u s s i o n s to achieve a j o i n t 
i n i t i a t i v e , t h i s Committee must undertake i t s ovm. research and i t s own 
exchange of i d e a s . As we have had occasion to e x p l a i n i n previous statements, 
t h i s i s s u e i s not l i m i t e d to the nuclear Poxrers. V/hile admittedly nothing 
can be done without t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n , n e i t h e r can a ban on chemical weapons 
work without the co-operation of a l l the important m i l i t a r y and i n d u s t r i a l 
c o u n t r i e s of the v/orld. Thus, there i s much that can be done without av/aiting 
the r e s u l t s of the b i l a t e r a l t a l k s . And the time i s r i p e , i f not o v e r - r i p e , 
f o r a C¥ p r o h i b i t i o n now. Already r e p o r t s i n the Press of grov/ing budgets 
f o r chemical weapons f o r e t e l l that our task v / i l l become i n c r e a s i n g l y complicated. 

Another major is s u e which w i l l confront our Committee as a r e s u l t of the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the General Assembly i s the question of strengthening 
s e c u r i t y assurances f o r the non-nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s . This measure, n e c e s s i t a t e d 
by the absence of any r e a l n uclear disarmament, d i r e c t l y a f f e c t s a l l non-nuclear 
c o u n t r i e s . I t i s imperative that a c t i o n be taken to safeguard the s e c u r i t y of 
States which renounce nuclear v/eapons. They have a r i g h t to expect more e x p l i c i t 
assurances that nuclear v/eapons w i l l not be used against them. Many St a t e s , 
i n c l u d i n g my own, have already made a commitment by adhering to the s p i r i t and 
the l e t t e r of the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty. Another route i s through the 
c r e a t i o n of nuclear-weapon-free zones. 4e x/elcome the r e f o r e the u n i l a t e r a l 
statements made i n t h i s regard at the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n by the United S t a t e s , 
the U n i t e d Kingdom, the Soviet Union and China. Me a l s o v/elcome the r e c o g n i t i o n 
by these nuclear-xíeapon States of the need to respect and guarantee the status 
of nuclear-weapon^free zones. Me b e l i e v e , however, that more can be achieved 
i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n and that more can be expected of the nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s . 
A u s e f u l d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s item i n our Committee would be an important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to the nuclear disarmament debate. 

V/e v / i l l a l s o be c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s year the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development 
of nev/ types and systems of v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n as v / e l l as the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r v/eapons purposes. Both of these 
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items touch on e s s e n t i a l aspects of n u c l e a r disarmament. Ne i t h e r are easy subjects 
the f i r s t because of the problems of f i n d i n g s a t i s f a c t o r y d e f i n i t i o n s acceptable 
to a l l , the second because of v e r i f i c a t i o r : c o m p l e x i t i e s . Nevertheless vre hope 
that the Committee w i l l give s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o both items and that some 
headway can be made i n these areas. 

Although the items I have enumerated w i l l be the major ones before us, there 
are many other disarmament subjects v/hich v r i l l continue to concern us and v/hich v/e 
w i l l s u r e l y d i s c u s s i n t h i s g a t h e r i n g . They have not n e c e s s a r i l y been r e f e r r e d to 
our Committee f o r a c t i o n . Tv/o developments to f o l l o v r v / i l l be the v/ork of the 
Preparatory Committees, v/hich v r i l l begin meeting t h i s year f o r the second reviev/ 
conference of the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty and f o r the f i r s t reviev/ conference of 
the Convention on B i o l o g i c a l Weapons, Many delegations here present v r i l l be 
s e r v i n g on one or both of these committees, and a l l v / i l l be cognizant of the need 
to preserve and enhance these agreements, v/hich have already been reached. These 
reviev/ conferences are a l s o a good s i g n that some arms-control agreements have 
become part of the f a b r i c of i n t e r n a t i o n a l lav/. They represent the foundation f o r 
our f u t u r e work, and a l l must be done to support t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s . 

My d e l e g a t i o n has a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n the question of nuclear-v/eapon-free 
zones, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n r e s o l u t i o n A / 3 3 / 6 4 endorsing such a zone i n the M d d l e - E a s t . 
As one of the sponsors of t h i s r e s o l u t i o n , v/e are e s p e c i a l l y s e n s i t i v e to the 
n e a r l y v m i v e r s a l support f o r our i n i t i a t i v e . Hov/ever, the e f f o r t s to create a 
denuclearized area, i n the Middle East have not r e a l i z e d much progress t o date. 
The problems c f the Region s t i l l present formidable o b s t a c l e s . Under the present 
circumstances we cannot yet hope f o r a conventional approach and thus vre hope 
that through the United Nations Secretary-General and through the S e c u r i t y Council 
some i n i t i a l steps tovrards our goal can be talcen. We continue to support a l l 
e f f o r t s f o r the c r e a t i o n of s i m i l a r zones i n other areas of the v/orld. 
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Because of Iran's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Preparatory Conference f o r the 
P r o h i b i t i o n or R e s t r i c t i o n of the Use of C e r t a i n Conventional l/eapons u i t h 
E x c e s s i v e l y I n j u r : lus or I n d i s c r i m i n a t e E f f e c t s , we have f o l l o w e d t h i s item c l o s e l y . 
¥e look fomiard to a u s e f u l and e f f e c t i v e meeting of the Preparatory Committee 
t h i s s p r i n g to ensure a s u c c e s s f u l conference l a t e r t h i s year. 

Vïy d e l e g a t i o n aJso has a great i n t e r e s t i n the v n x k of the Expert Group to 
study the r e l a t i o n s h i p between disarmament and development. ¥e consider t h i s to 
be one of the most v i t a l undertakings to promote disa„rmament as w e l l as to a„ssure 
progress tox/ards g l o b a l s o c i a l and economic goals. V/hen the problems of the 
arms race are seen i n i s o l a t i o n , the dangers of i n c r e a s i n g l y d.estructive weapons 
and of grovring m i l i t a r y budgets are already f r i g h t e n i n g enough. ¥hen vie\;ed i n 
comparison to the needs of development, hovrever, these enormous amounts take on 
ad_ditional s i g n i f i c a n c e and acquire a decidedly s o c i a l meaning w i t h relevance to 
a l l c o u n t r i e s . I t w i l l be of the vitmost importance to study and b r i n g to p u b l i c 
a t t e n t i o n the resources that are expended f o r m i l i t a r y purposes every year. But 
the d i s c u s s i o n about arms expenditures i s i n e x t r i c a b l y linlced to the question of 
n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . ¥e cannot d i s r e g a r d the f a c t that as l o n g as i t remains 
impossible to e s t a b l i s h v i a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y arrangements through the 
United n a t i o n s , nations cannot be prevented from talcing i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the 
requirements of t h e i r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y . Perhaps the most e f f e c t i v e way of malcing 
States focus on the need f o r disarmament i s to h i g h l i g h t the economic drainage 
xihich t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l defence e f f o r t s represent. 

V/e expect to have an a x t i v e and productive session of t h i s Committee, and тз̂  
d e l e g a t i o n plans to c o n t r i b u t e to the utmost of i t s a b i l i t y . I t i s evident that 
a new forum can only provide the framexjork x/hich makes progress p o s s i b l e . I t i s 
up t o the member Governments to supply the proposals and the perseverence necessary 
to prove that agreements can and x / i l l be reached. 



CD/EV.6 

Mr. SMI (inàonesia) ; My d e l e g a t i o n i s most happy to see the 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A l g e r i a , a country which has always been i n the 
f o r e f r o n t of the s t r u g g l e f o r a new, more j u s t and more eq u i t a b l e world order, 
p r e s i d i n g over the f i r s t meetings of our Committee. I would a l s o l i k e to express 
the p a r t i c u l a r a p p r e c i a t i o n c f my ô-elegation that i t has been p o s s i b l e f o r the 
eminent Poreign M i n i s t e r of A l g e r i a , H.E. Mr. B o u t e f l i k a , P r e s i d e n t of the twenty-
n i n t h s e s s i o n c f the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly and one of the most prominent 
and djmamic loaders of the non-aligned movement, to come to Genevato'preside over 
the opening of the f i r s t s e s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmament. 

Bei n g the l a s t speaker, mj d e l e g a t i o n had the opportunity to l i s t e n w i t h great 
i n t e r e s t to the delegations who have spoken before us and a l l previous speakers who 
have, without exception, expressed t h e i r hope and commitments as we begin w i t h our 
task i n the Committee on Disarmament. My d e l e g a t i o n shares to a very l a r g e extent 
the views s t a t e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of non-aligned and developing-countries-on the 
d i f f i c u l t and complex is s u e s r e l a t e d to disarmament. 

My d e l e g a t i o n does not i n t e n d to elaborate on those p o i n t s , but wishes mainly 
to make a few general remarks on the r o l e of the Committee on Disarmament, as we 
p e r c e i v e i t , w i t h i n the framework of decisons and r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on Disarmament and the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 

The t e n t h s p e c i a l session, on Disarmament, was an important event. The 
P i n a l Document, a r r i v e d at by consensus, l a i d down the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of 
disarmament and formulated a programme of a c t i o n to achieví-e genuine disarmament 
l e a d i n g t o general and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l . 
A l s o , the machinery necessary f o r i t s implementation was e s t a b l i s h e d . The 
U n i t e d Nations Disarmament Commission, c o n s i s t i n g of the e n t i r e membership of the 
U n i t e d Nations, was r e v i v e d as the forum f o r the d e l i b e r a t i o n s , while the Committee 
on Disarmament was r e s t r u c t u r e d , i t s procedure democratized,•opening the p o s s i b i l i t y 
f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n by States non-members of the Committee. My d e l e g a t i o n i s 
e s p e c i a l l y happy th a t Prance has decided to p a r t i c i p a t e , and hopes that China w i l l 
soon be able to j o i n the work of the Committee, so that a l l nuclear-weapons States 
w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n our n.egotiations, The tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n has r e - a f f i r m e d 
the c e n t r a l r o l e the U n i t e d Nations should p l a y i n the e f f o r t s to achieve 
disarmament. 

Indonesia considers decision-malcing by consensus of great importance to the 
Committee i n vievi of the nature of the problems which we are t r y i n g to solve. 
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Consensus i s the most appropriate process to a r r i v e at d e c i s i o n s , i f we expect 
them to he respected and implemented hy the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

The t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n c f the General Assembly has e n t r u s t e d the Committee 
to undertalce, on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y on the complete 
p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-weapons t e s t s and a t r e a t y on the p r o h i b i t i o n of chemical 
weapons. A d d i t i o n a J l y , i t has been requested to consider i s s u e s r e l a t i n g to an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the question of measures to strengthen the s e c u r i t y 
of non-nuclear S t a t e s , to examine the question of the p r e v e n t i o n of the emergence 
of new weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and the t e x t of an instrument on the p r o b i h i t i o n 
of new types of vreapons. These are some of the issues to be considered, and our 
agenda v / i l l c l e a r l y be heavy f o r the coming years. 

I t i s novr our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to f o l l o w up on the r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and the General Assembly, We mnst t r y to narrow our d i f f e r e n c e s 
and reach agreement on the steps we must take to im.plement them. Thus, we can 
f u l f i l the hope that the Committee v r i l l generate the needed momenta f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l n e g o t i a t i o n s , and i n t h i s v/ay c a r r y out i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n 
accordance v/ith the high expectations of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. As 
disarmament i s a complex and s e n s i t i v e matter, and i t s s o l u t i o n has eluded our 
e f f o r t s f o r so many years, my d e l e g a t i o n i s r e a l i s t i c enough not to be s u r p r i s e d 
i f the Committee on Disarmament, r e s t r u c t u r e d though i t may be, would not be able 
to achieve disarmament e a s i l y i n a short time. This does not mean that we should 
not persevere i n our endeavours. 

I t has been s a i d r e p e a t e d l y that f o r our e f f o r t s to succeed the existence of 
a p o l i t i c a l v / i l l among the p a r t i e s i s e s s e n t i a l . The adoption by consensus of 
the P i n a l Document presupposes the e xistence of such p o l i t i c a l w i l l , but t h a t 
alone i s not s u f f i c i e n t . We need to t r a n s l a t e the p o l i t i c a l v / i l l , emanating 
from. a. s t r o n g moral commitment to peace of v/hich disarraament i s an inseparable 
component, i n t o deeds. We should be able to c a r r y out agreements i n the form of 
concrete and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n s l e a d i n g to disarmament. We m.ust remember that the 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l i s continuously i n f l u e n c e d by the p r e v a i l i n g p o l i t i c a l atmosphere 
and v i c e v e r s a , by the e v a l u a t i o n of the country concerned of i t s n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t s , e s p e c i a l l y i t s n a t i o n a l - s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s , which are d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d 
to the s t a t e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . Disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s cannot 
be viewed separate from i n t e r n a t i o n a l developments as they a f f e c t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
peace and s e c u r i t y . I n t h i s connexion, my d e l e g a t i o n would l i k e to u n d e r l i n e the 
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view expressed Ъу the P r e s i d e n t of the French Repuhlic during the s p e c i a l s e s sion, 
when he s a i d t h a t "progress cannot he made towards disarmament unless f u r t h e r 
progress i s a l s o made towards improving i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , " 

V/hen Vie t a l k ahout disarmament, we are not e x a c t l y addressing ourselves to 
c o u n t r i e s l i k e Indonesia, but i n the f i r s t p lace to the b i g Powers, e s p e c i a l l y 
the two super-Powers, v;hose arsenals are ov e r f l o w i n g w i t h arms, nuclear as w e l l 
as c o n v e n t i o n a l . 

My d e l e g a t i o n takies note of the o p t i m i s t i c assessment made by the 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegate of the U n i t e d States on the prospect of an e a r l y completion 
of the SALT I I agreement. We hope that i t vrould be p o s s i b l e f o r the two supers 
Powers to f i n a l i z e and s i g n the agreement soon. 

I t i s now g e n e r a l l y recognized t h a t n u c l e a r disarmament i s the i s s u e of the 
highest p r i o r i t y f a c i n g the Committee as i t poses the greatest p e r i l to the very 
s u r v i v a l of mankind. My d e l e g a t i o n wishes to emphasize that maximvun e f f o r t s 
should be exerted to achieve t h i s very important o b j e c t i v e . R e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
progress i n t h i s respect belongs i n the f i r s t place to nuclear Powers, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the tvro super-Powers. The present s t o c k p i l e s are unquestionably 
a l r e a d y f a r beyond t h e i r s e c u r i t y requirements. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
expects the n u c l e a r Powers to f u l f i l t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s which they have undertaken 
w i t h regard to nuclear disarmament. That i s why p r i o r i t y should be given to 
e f f o r t s l e a d i n g to the ban of n u c l e a r t e s t s i n a l l environments and to the 
e f f e c t i v e and s u b s t a n t i a l r e d u c t i o n of e x i s t i n g nuclear a r s e n a l s . 

This Committee has been asked by the General Assembly to undertake on a 
p r i o r i t y b a s i s n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of n u c l e a r -
weapons t e s t s which have continued unabated. A comprehensive t e s t ban w i l l 
b r i n g to a h a l t the production of more s o p h i s t i c a t e d nuclear arms vrith increased 
c a p a b i l i t y f o r mass d e s t r u c t i o n . For a number of years there has been no 
meaningful r e s u l t s from the n e g o t i a t i o n s on a comprehensive t e s t ban, despite 
s e v e r a l U n i t e d Nations r e s o l u t i o n s . I t i s of o v e r r i d i n g importance that a 
t r e a t y p r o h i b i t i n g the conduct of nuclear-weapons t e s t s come i n t o f o r c e as soon 
as p o s s i b l e . 

My d e l e g a t i o n hopes that the ongoing n e g o t i a t i o n s among the three nuclear 
Powers concerned v / i l l soon l e a d to a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion. 

Another p r i o r i t y item i s the n e g o t i a t i o n on banning chemical weapons. 
Achievement of an i n t e m a t i o n a l agreement v/ould be a major c o n t r i b u t i o n , i n 
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view of t h e i r d e s t r u c t i v e e f f e c t on human beings on a massive s c a l e . A t t e n t i o n 
should a l s o be given to conventional arms, xihich because of t h e i r increased 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ha--.;; achieved a capability-.["or mass d e s t r u c t i o n which i s not f a r 
behind that of n u c l e a r weapons, 

I vrould l i k e to emphasize the commitment of the Government of Indonesia to 
disarmament, l/e consider disarmament as i n d i s p e n s a b l e i f v/e are to achieve 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . I t i s v / i t h i n t h i s framework, that the ASEAM 
counti-ies are p u r s u i n g the establislmient of a zone of peace, freedom and n e u t r a l i t y 
i n the r e g i o n of South-East A s i a as a c o n t r i b u t i o n tov/ards g l o b a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 
L i k e w i s e , my d e l e g a t i o n vrould l i k e to r e i t e r a t e Indonesia's determination to 
co-operate vrith the l i t t o r a l and h i n t e r l a n d States f o r the establislmient of the 
I n d i a n Ocean as a zone of peace. ¥e hope that the n e g o t i a t i o n s betxireen the 
super-Povrers t o reduce t h e i r m i l i t a r y presence i n the area of the Indian Ocean v r i l l 
soon lea d to a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n . Such an agreement w i l l s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the r e a l i z a t i o n of the concept of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. 

I t i s w e l l knovr that the arms race consumes b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s annually. I f 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community can agree on e f f e c t i v e disarmament measures, c e r t a i n l y 
part of the enormous human and m a t e r i a l resources novr being spent f o r d e s t r u c t i v e 
purposes can be vised f o r development purposes to meet the economic and s o c i a l 
challenges of our times. Disarmament, vrhen achieved, v r i l l be able to exert a 
p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e on economic and s o c i a l development i n the t h i r d vrorld, and to 
c o n t r i b u t e to the enhancement of vrorld p r o s p e r i t y . 

J o i n i n g f o r the f i r s t time i n the Committee's vrork, my d e l e g a t i o n vrould l i k e 
to give i t s assurance that i t w i l l endeavour to p l a y an a c t i v e and c o n s t r u c t i v e r o l e 
i n close co-operation vrith other mem.bers and i n t e r e s t e d S t a t e s . V/e vrould l i k e to 
thank a l l those vrho have vrelcorned us to membership of the Committee. I t i s our 
hope that the r e s t r u c t u r e d Committee w i l l be able to c o n t r i b u t e e f f e c t i v e l y to 
achieve the u l t i m a t e goals of disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , 
b r i n g i n g mankind c l o s e r to the r e a l i z a t i o n of the purpose of the u n i t e d Nations: 
to save succeeding generations from the scourge of vrar. 
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The С Ш Д Ы Ш Г ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); I thank the distcixtgmahBd 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Indonesia. 

F o l l o w i n g the important c o n t r i b u t i o n of the l a s t speakers, t h i s afternoon, 
and of the speakers at the f i r s t f i v e p l e n a r y meetings, the Committee on 
bisarmament as a larhole i s now informed of a s e r i e s of approaches which r e f l e c t the 
determination of member States to give new impetus to the e f f o r t s of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, w i t h a view to a c h i e v i n g the o b j e c t i v e of disarmament and 
thereby meeting the l e g i t i m a t e a s p i r a t i o n s of the peoples to l i v e i n permanent 
peace and s e c u r i t y . 

The A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n has been loaded w i t h honour, f r i e n d s h i p and sympathy, 
and w i t h 'many expressions of f r a t e r n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r our M i n i s t e r , 
Mr. B o u t e f l i k a , and through him f o r our country and the A l g e r i a n people, who w i l l 
f i n d f u r t h e r s a t i s f a c t i o n i n these t i e s of f r i e n d s h i p w i t h nations x/hich share a 
common i d e a l , the j u s t and peaceful advancement of human s o c i e t y . 

I have no more speakers on my l i s t f o r t h i s afternoon, and I th e r e f o r e 
propose to suspend t h i s meeting and reconvene an in f o r m a l meeting. 

I f I see no o b j e c t i o n s , I s h a l l declare the meeting suspended. 
The i n f o r m a l meeting which i s to f o l l o w i s open only to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 

the member countries of the Committee on Bisarmament, May I th e r e f o r e request 
everyone e l s e k i n d l y to leave the room, and the s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e to make sure 
that the g a l l e r y i s empty and to close i t s doors. 

The meeting was suspended at 5 , 2 0 p.m, and reconvened a;t 6 , 1 5 P«m« 
I declare the s i x t h plenary meeting reconvened a f t e r a b r i e f i n t e m i p t i o n . 
I s h a l l read each d r a f t d e c i s i o n that the Committee wishes to take, and we 

s h a l l adopt them one by one, i f t h i s procedure i s acceptable to a l l , I ask the 
indulgence of delegations \rho use working languages other than French. I see no 
o b j e c t i o n , and I s h a l l now read out the t e x t of the f i r s t d e c i s i o n s l o w l y . I t 
concerns the r o t a t i o n of the chairmanship. 

"At i t s s i x t h plenary meeting, the Committee on Bisarmament, i n 
accordance w i t h the agreement r e f e r r e d to i n paragraph 1 2 0 (d) of the 
F i n a l Dociiment of the tenth s p e c i a l s e ssion of the General Assembly, 
devoted to Disarmament, decides that the chairmanship of the Committee 
s h a l l be r o t a t e d among a l l i t s memibers 'on a monthly b a s i s , i . e , by the 
calendar month. Thus, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of /argentina w i l l take over 
the chairmanship on 1 February 1 9 7 9 , f o l l o w i n g A l g e r i a , which w i l l have 
h e l d i t from 2 4 to 51 January 1 9 7 9 . The Committee postpones c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of a l l other matters concerning the r o t a t i o n of the chairmanship bo a l a t e r 
date." 
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(The СЬаогтал) 

The ohservations of the various delegations which have spoken on t h i s item 
w i l l of course he taken i n t o account, 

I have to make a comment on the t r a n s l a t i o n : " l ' a c c o r d visé au 
paragraphe 1 2 0 (d)" should he t r a n s l a t e d i n E n g l i s h hy "the agreement r e f e r r e d to 
i n paragraph 1 2 0 ( d ) " . I do not know whether the E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n has taken 
t h i s i n t o account, hut i t w i l l do so. 

May I take i t that the Committee adopts the t e x t t h a t I have ¿xiet read out 
to you? 

I t was so decided. 
I now t u r n to the second item. This i s a t e x t on attendance at meetings 

hy r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of co u n t r i e s not members of the Committee on Disarmament, 
I s h a l l read the paragraph. 

."/it i t s s i x t h p l e n a r y meeting, the Committee on Disarmament decided 
to admit r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of non-member countries to plenary meetings i n 
the Council Chamber where they may occupy the seats marked 'government 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' which w i l l be reserved f o r them. Any question r e l a t i n g 
to the a p p l i c a t i o n of the agreement r e f e r r e d to i n paragraph 1 2 0 (g) and (h) 
of the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarament may be discussed at a l a t e r date." 
May I consider t h a t the Committee adopts the t e x t t h a t I have j u s t read out 

to you? 
I t was so de-^id-ed. 
How here . i s the t e x t concerning the date of the next plenary meeting, 

"At i t s s i x t h p l e n ary meeting, the Committee on Disarmament decided 
t h a t the next plenary meeting w i l l be held i n the Co u n c i l Chamber on 
Thursday, 1 Pebruary 1 9 7 9 , at 1 0 .JO a.m." 
May I take i t that the Committee ad.opts t h i s t e x t which I have j u s t read 

out to you? 
I t was so decided. 
¥e have now completed the inaugural p a r t of the work of the Conmittee on 

Disarmament. \/ithout w i s h i n g to r e f e r to matters vihich are f o r e i g n to i t s 
v o c a t i o n and present s t r u c t i r r e , I t h i n k I may say that there i s new broath, 
a more deeply f e l t concern and the expression of a c l e a r l y a f f i r m e d w i l l to 
i n t e n s i f y and a c c e l e r a t e e f f o r t s to achieve s u b s t a n t i a l progress on. the road to 
disarmament. 

Al l o w me t o say now i n ny t u r n that w h i l e t h i s p a r t of the f i r s t s e s s i o n of 
the Committee on Disarmament seems to have got o f f to the s t a r t that was wished 



СБ/РУ.б 
5 9 

(The Chairman) 

f o r Ъу ee.ch memher of the Committee, t h i s i s mainly due to the e f f o r t to achieve 
mutual understanding which was apparent at the preparatory phase and i s s t i l l 
h eing maintained among us here i n the Coirmittee on Disarmai;:ent. 

I would l i k e to express my delegations thanks f o r the valu a b l e support and 
co-operation shown to i t hy a l l d e l e g a t i o n s . I t should a l s o be s a i d , and I 
would l i k e to s t r e s s t h i s p o i n t , that the S e c r e t a r i a t , p a r t i c u l a r l y through i t s 
eminent r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s at огтг s i d e , has brought a s p e c i a l dimension to the 
q u a l i t y of our vrork. I f there are ho f u r t h e r speakers, I declare the s i x t h 
p l e n a r y meeting close d u n t i l Thursday, 1 February 1 9 7 9 . 

The meeting rose at 6 . 3 0 p.m. 
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The С Ы а Ш Ш Г ( t r a n s l a t e d from Sipanlsh) г On assuming the chairmanship of the 
Committee on Disarmajnent f o r the month of February, and speaking- on be h a l f of a l l i t s 
members, I would l i k . f i r s t to express our s'.ncere homage and ' irmest g r a t i t u d e t o 
the d e l e g a t i o n of A l g e r i a , which had the d e l i c a t e task of g e t t i n g our work s t a r t e d . 

I n p a r t i c u l a r , the expression of our j o i n t g r a t i t u d e goes to His E x c e l l e n c y , 
Mr. A b d e l a z i z B o u t e f l i k a , M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of the People's Democratic 
Rejpublic o f A l g e r i a , whose presence at the ina.ugura.l s e s s i o n and v/hose т/ise d i r e c t i o n 
of the debate s i g n i f i c a n t l y enhanced the splendour of a s i n g u l a r l y important event. 
The same sentiments are extended t o His E x c e l l e n c y Ambassador Raouf B o u d j a k d j i , of v/hose 
e f f i c i e n t guidance and constant courtesy we ha,d ample proof during- the d i f f i c u l t 
i n i t i a l stages of our Coimnittee's vrork. The performance of these tvro and o f the 
other members of the A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n provides an i n s t r u c t i v e example, -which I f o r 
my p a r t , avrare as I ал̂а of my l i m i t a t i o n s , s h a l l t r y to i m i t a t e , so that the i n t e n s i v e 
vrork which avTaits us can be c a r r i e d out i n the same p o s i t i v e f a s h i o n that c h a r a c t e r i z e d 
our f i r s t vTeek's e f f o r t s . 

I am c e r t a i n that f o r that purpose I can a l s o r e l y on r e s o l u t e со-орегэ-tion and 
indulgence from a l l o f you. I s h a l l have constant need of both as I dedicate myself 
completely, and v/ith a l l my st r e n g t h to c o n t i n u i n g v/ith you, i n harmony, a task so v / e l l 
begun. 

Mr. RUZEK (Czechoslovakia); May I be permitted, i n connexion v/ith the 
resumption of the work of the nevi/ly r e c o n s t r u c t e d Committee on Disarmament, to extend 
s i n c e r e g r e e t i n g s to a l l the déléguâtes present here and to express, on be h a l f o f the 
Czechoslovak d e l e g a t i o n , our determination to co-opierate c o n s t r u c t i v e l y v/ith a l l members 
of the Committee i n the e l a b o r a t i o n of concrete meo-sures i n the f i e l d o f disarmament. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y , I v/ould liiœ to v/elcome the new members of our Coimnittee — the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Kenya, Cuba, S r i ЬсгЛсг., Indonesia and 
Venezuela. V/e h i g h l y appreciate the great i n t e r e s t shov/n by these c o u n t r i e s i n the 
v/ork i n the f i e l d of disarmament, and are convinced that t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the 
Committee w i l l be an important c o n t r i b u t i o n to the success of i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

T/e welcome a l s o the presence of the French Republic at the n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e of 
t h i s Committee. V/e f i r m l y b e l i e v e that the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of France not only i n c r e a s e s 
the a u t h o r i t y and v/eight of the Committee i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e , but c o n t r i b u t e s to the 
strengthening of i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s a l s o . However, the i n t e r e s t s of the strengthening 
of peace and s e c u r i t y i n the v/orld u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e that a c o n s t r u c t i v e a t t i t u d e to 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s and measures be taken a l s o by the o n l y remaining^ nuclear 
Pov/er v/hich, as i s known, has not so f a r talœn part i n such n e g o t i a t i o n s . 
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(Mr. Ruzek, Czechoslovakia) 

v7e express the hope t h a t our a c t i v i t y v ; i t h i n t h i s Comiaittee v r i l l b u i l d on the 
p o s i t i v e experiences of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament. 17e would at 
the same time wish — e.nd we s h a l l do our utmost to that end — that i t w i l l represent 
a new, q u a l i t a t i v e l y higher stage as f a r as i t s concrete r e s u l t s are concerned. 

I b e l i e v e , Mr. Chairman, that under your chairmanship, and thanks to your experience 
and s k i l l , our Committee v i i l l solve s u c c e s s f u l l y the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and procedural 
questions of the i n i t i a l stage of i t s work, and that i t w i l l soon begin to deal w i t h the 
urgent Êubject matter of the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

The Committee i s g a t h e r i n g at a time when the q^uestions of disarmament are i n the 
focus of a t t e n t i o n . The year 1 9 7 8 was a witness of one of the most im'oortant events i n 
t h i s respect — of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United Hâtions General Assembly on 
disarmament. I n s p i t e of the fa.ct that the s e s s i o n v/as not h e l d i n c o n d i t i o n s v/hich 
one could describe as optimal, one can evaluate i t s r e s u l t s p o s i t i v e l y . This i s the 
o p i n i o n of the overwhelming m a j o r i t y of the S t a t e s , as has been confirmed a l s o by the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. The f a c t that the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n 
adopted, by consensus, the P i n a l Document, v/hich i d e n t i f i e s the main o b j e c t i v e s and the 
programme of disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , shows not only the i n t e r e s t of States i n t h e i r 
success, but a l s o proves that c o n d i t i o n s f o r the c r e a t i o n o f a general p l a t f o r m f o r 
concrete disarmament measures e x i s t . 

On the other hand, no one can underestimate c e r t a i n phenomena of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e 
which p o i n t to the grov/ing a c t i v i t y of enemies of the r e l a x a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n , 
to the attempts of i n f l u e n t i a l c i r c l e s i n a number of States to i n s t i g a t e a new s p i r a l o f 
the f e v e r i s h arms b u i l d - u p . We cannot be i n d i f f e r e n t to the long-term plans f o r 
i n c r e a s i n g the m i l i t a r y o f f e n s i v e s t r e n g t h of the НАТО S t a t e s , the continuing preparations 
f o r the production of nuclear* n eutron weapons, as w e l l as to the disquietirig-
developments i n many other spheres. A l l these phenomena complicate the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
atmosphere, l e a d to the e s c a l a t i o n of t e n s i o n i n the m i l i t a r y sphere and delay progress 
not o n l y i n the f i e l d of disarmament, but a l s o i n the s o l u t i o n o f questions of economic 
and s o c i a l development. 

17e are at the same time of the o p i n i o n that there e x i s t s â  whole range o f f a c t o r s at 
the present time which can p o s i t i v e l y i n f l u e n c e the work of the Committee on Disarmament. 
Thanks to the p o l i c y of r e l a x a t i o n , we can begin our d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n undoubtedly more 
favourable i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s than those which e x i s t e d f o r the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament at the beginning of the s i x t i e s . We can b u i l d on a 
c e r t a i n number of s i g n i f i c a n t p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s achieved . i n the f i e l d of disarmament i n 
the recent p e r i o d . 

I t i s nov/ up to us to p r o j e c t these p o s i t i v e aspects i n t o concrete r e s u l t s of our 
t a l k s . To t h a t end, we have a stronger and piore d i v e r s i f i e d mechanism at our d i s p o s a l . 



(ílr. Ruzek, Czechoslovakia) 

i n a d d i t i o n to our Conuaittee, as the main n e g o t i a t i n g body, there e x i s t a l s o other 

of the U n i t e d Nations Genera,l Assembly devoted to disarmament w i l l ta.ke place. Of 
p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e i s the d e c i s i o n of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n to hold, as e a r l y as 

i t s f u l l powers and the b i n d i n g character of i t s d e c i s i o n s , to a d e c i s i v e t u r n i n 
disa,rmament t a l k s . 

Nevertheless, we m-uot continue to proceed from the f a c t that even the most p e r f e c t 
mechanism of negotia.tions can be e f f e c t i v e o n l y i f the p a r t i c i p a n t s are determined to 
achieve agreement and show enough p o l i t i c a l w i l l i n t h i s r e s p e c t . On our p a r t , such 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l always e x i s t e d , e x i s t s and w i l l continue to e x i s t . 

No small e f f o r t has been developed i n recent years f o r the r e l a x a t i o n of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n and f o r the o v e r - a l l improvement of the atmosphere i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . S i g n i f i c a n t success hâ s been achieved, i n t h i s r e spect. 

This p o s i t i v e development i s i n f u l l conformity \ i i t h the innermost sense of the 
p o l i c y of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , member States of the ÏÏarsav; Treaty, whose main 
f o r e i g n - p o l i c y o b j e c t i v e i s the e l i m i n a t i o n of the danger of xmr, the enforcement of 
the p r i n c i p l e s of peaceful coexistence and mutually advantageous co-operation. Today, 
when f o r c e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e a c t i o n step up t h e i r a . c t i v i t y a,gainst t h i s d i r e c t i o n of 
the development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , v.'e consider i t necessary to exert f u r t h e r 
e f f o r t s toxvards the strengthening of a l l p o s i t i v e trends achieved i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l i f e . As f o l l o w s from numerous statements of the l e a d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y from the Moscox? D e c l a r a t i o n of 2 3 November 1978j 
vre are f i r m l y determined to strengthen these trends i n a d l spheres of mutuad r e l a t i o n s . 
But vre regard i t as the most important task of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y i n the present 
c o n d i t i o n s , as vras emphasized i n the Moscovr D e c l a r a t i o n , to achieve a d e c i s i v e 
breaktlirough i n n e g o t i a t i o n s on the t e r m i n a t i o n of the arms race and on disarmament as 
soon .as p o s s i b l e . This task becomes today a l l the more urgent due to the f a c t that 
the r a p i d development of m i l i t a r y equipment, e s p e c i a l l y the p o s s i b i l i t y of c r e a t i n g 
nevr k i n d s and system of weapons of ma.ss d e s t r u c t i o n , can complicate the achievement 
of p r a c t i c a l s o l u t i o n s of disarmament questions much more. 

.Nuclear vreapons are the main threat to i n t e r n a t i o n a t peace and s e c u r i t y of nations. 
The s o c i a l i s t States have agatn emphasized t h e i r preparedness to s t a r t n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
the t e r m i n a t i o n of the production of a l l kinds of nuclear weapons and on the gradual 

c o n s u l t a t i v e and study disarmament f o r a . ÏÏithin a, few yea^rs another s p e c i a l s e s s i o n 

p o s s i b l e , a vrorld disarmament conference. Such a conference could l e a d , i n view of 

file:///iith


CD/PV. 7 
9 

(Mr. Ruzek, Czechoslovakia) 

reduction- of t h e i r stocks up to t h e i r f u l l l i q u i d a t i o n . Together v/ith. that', i t i s 
necessary to p r o h i b i t the use of n u c l e a r weapons and renounce the use of force i n mutual 
r e l a t i o n s betv/een S t a t e s . 

I n the f i e l d of. nuclear disarmaraent, the t a l k s between the USSR and the 
U n i t e d States on the l i m i t a t i o n of o f f e n s i v e s t r a t e g i c arms are of s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
¥e hope that the n e g o t i a t i o n s i n the framev/ork of SALT I I w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l l y 
concluded. An early- e l a b o r a t i o n of a t r e a t y on the complete and general p r o h i b i t i o n 
o f t e s t s o f nuclear v/eapons v/ould be an important c o n t r i b u t i o n i n t h i s context. V/e . 
b e l i e v e t h a t we s h a l l be able to consider the d r a f t of t h i s t r e a t y i n our Committee . 
soon. As i n d i s p e n s a b l e we regard the strengthening of the regime of n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
of n u c l e a r weapons, vvhile, at the same time, a l l " States would have access, virithout any 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , to the use of nuclear energy and technology f o r peaceful•purposes, 
under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l , i n conformity v/ith the standards of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Atomic Energy Agency. 

The s o l u t i o n of the problem of nuclear v/eapons and other disarmament questions 
should proceed together.with the strengthening of i n t e r n a t i o n a l ; s e c u r i t y and confidence 
among St a t e s . The s o c i a l i s t States have expressed themselves f i r m l y f o r the s t r i c t " 
observance of the p r i n c i p l e o f the non-use of f o r c e and t h r e a t of f o r c e i n r e l a t i o n s 
between S t a t e s , so that a l l disputes should be solved e x c l u s i v e l y by peaceful means. 
In t h i s r e s p e c t , the c o n c l u s i o n of a ¥/orld t r e a t y on tho non-use of f o r c e i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s would be a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

¥e consider i t important that the n e g o t i a t i o n s on general and complete nuclear-
disarraament, on the permanent p r o h i b i t i o n of the use of n u c l e a r V7eapons as V7ell. as on 
the non-use of f o r c e or t h r e a t of f o r c e , i n v/hich p a r t i c u l a r l y a l l States possessing 
nuclear Y/eapons would p a r t i c i p a t e together w i t h other c o u n t r i e s , should begin as soon 
as p o s s i b l e . 

A very u s e f u l step towards the strengthening of o v e r - a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y 
vTOuld be the adoption of proposals of the ¥arsav/ Treaty member States that a l l States 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the All-European Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation should 
undertake t h a t they v / i l l not be the f i r s t to use nuclear v/eapons against each other, 
that the NATO and V/arsaw Treaty States would not enlarge the membership, of the tv/o 
groupings, t h a t the scope of m i l i t a r y e x e r c i s e s of both s i d e s v / i l l be reduced and that 
the c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g measures, ,agreed upon at the All-European Conference, v / i l l be 
extended a l s o to the r e g i o n of the Mediterranean Sea. Another urgent task i s the 
s o l u t i o n of the problem o f the s e c u r i t y of States that•do not possess nuclear weapons 
and do not have them on t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . On t h i s question,, as on the question of 
non-deployment of nuclear weapons on the t e r r i t o r y of States where they are not 
p r e s e n t l y s t a t i o n e d , there were submitted by the USSR c o n s t r u c t i v e proposals which. 
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i n our o p i n i o n , create a s u i t a b l e b a s i s f o r f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s on g e n e r a l l y acceptable 
agreements i n the Committee on Disarmament, as f o l l o w s from the r e s p e c t i v e r e s o l u t i o n 
of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the United Hstions General Asserioly. 

V/e have c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d the procedure and p r i o r i t i e s f o r the s o l u t i o n of the 
problem of nuclear and other k i n d of weapons i n the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n of the United Nations General Acscmbly on disarmament. Now i t i s u r g e n t l y 
necessary to s t a r t the gradual r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s p l a n . The Committee on Disarmament 
has before i t a v/hole range of important tahJcs d i r e c t l y r e s u l t i n g from the P i n a l Document 
of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United i l a t i o n s General Assembly or from the r e s o l u t i o n s 
of the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r s e s s i o n , 

A new important task of the Committee i s the e l a b o r a t i o n of the already-mentioned 
d r a f t of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the strengthening of s e c u r i t y safeguards of 
non-nuclear S t a t e s , Then, the expected d r a f t of the t r e a t y on the general p r o h i b i t i o n 
o f t e s t s of nuclear weapons to which a l l nuclear Poy/ers should g r a d u a l l y accede. 

The Czechoslovak S o c i a l i s t Republic p a r t i c i p a t e s a c t i v e l y i n the work of the group 
of experts f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n the seismic f i e l d , and we continue to be 
prepared to c o n t r i b u t e to the exchange of seismic data w i t h i n the framework of the 
c o n t r o l of implementation of the t r e a t y p r o h i b i t i n g t e s t s of n u c l e a r weapons. 

As f a r as the question of nev/ tjrpes of weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n and nevr systems 
of such v/eapons i s concerned, v/e are of the o p i n i o n that i t i s necessary to s t a r t 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a view to working out a d r a f t of the t r e a t y . VTherever an agreement 
banning a nevr k i n d of weapons can be achieved i t i s to be v/elcomed. I n t h i s connexion 
the expected agreement on r a d i o l o g i c a l v/eapons can be mentioned, but a l s o — as a matter 
of urgency — the d r a f t of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, 
p r o d u c t i o n and deployment of neutron nuclear v/eapons t a b l e d i n the CCD by the s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s l a s t year. 

On the agenda of the C o m i t t e e i s a l s o the question of chemical weapons. In our 
viev/ a combination of n a t i o n a l and adequate i n t e r n a t i o n a l procedures v/ould be a s u i t a b l e 
b a s i s f o r c o n t r o l l i n g the implementation of the r e s p e c t i v e t r e a t y . The Czechoslovak 
S o c i a l i s t Republic i s prepared to take part i n the work of the group of experts f o r the 
s o l u t i o n of t h i s question a l s o . 

The s o l u t i o n of a l l problems t o be dealt v/ith v / i t h i n the Committee on Disarmament 
r e q u i r e s a c o n s t r u c t i v e approach of a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s . On our p a r t , we are f i r m l y 
determined to do our best i n a s s i s t i n g the Coiiimittee on Disarmament to solve questions 
i n c l u d e d i n i t s agenda i n conformity w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s o f the P i n a l Document of the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United Nations General Assembly on disarmament. 
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Mr. SKALLI (Morocco) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); I address my f i r s t words 
to you, Mr. Chaiman, to extend to you my co n g r a t u l a t i o n s and those of uy d e l e g a t i o n 
on your accession to the chairmanship. ¥з a l l remember the eminently c o n s t r u c t i v e 
r o l e you played as Chairman of the Preparatory Committee f o r the S p e c i a l Session 
of the General Assembly devoted to Disarmament. We remember, too, the s k i l l w i t h 
which you guided the work of the Ad Hoc Committee of that important s e s s i o n . Thanks 
to your great experience and your q u a l i t i e s as a shrewd and d i s c r i m i n a t i n g 
n e g o t i a t o r , t h a t work produced extensive and t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s . What I am saying, 
Mr. Chairman, i s that we are convinced t h a t , thanks to you, t h i s new-bom Committee 
on Disarmament w i l l get o f f to a happy and promising s t a r t . 

A l l o w me to discharge the agreeable task of welcoming the honourable 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of member States who have come to j o i n us i n our e f f o r t s to t i y to 
b r i n g to a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n the task entrusted to us by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, 

There i s no doubt t h a t , together, we w i l l be able to make s u b s t a n t i a l progress 
i n our e x a l t i n g task. 

We- are, of course extremely pleased to welcome the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of other non-aligned c o u n t r i e s who come to strengthen our ranks f o r the b e n e f i t of 
a l l . The non-aligned c o u n t r i e s do not want to be regarded as a group opposed to 
other groups, but as a nucleus, which, because i t i s not committed to e i t h e r camp, 
i s i n an e x c e l l e n t p o s i t i o n f o r t r y i n g to r e c o n c i l e viewpoints, drawing a t t e n t i o n i n 
a calm and c o l l e c t e d way to the o b j e c t i v e s assigned to us by the General Assembly 
and s t r i v i n g i n as o b j e c t i v e a manner as p o s s i b l e , to a t t a i n them. Our aim i s not 
to upset balances, f o r we know that everyone i s anxious to preserve them, but to 
act in-such a way t h a t , through disarmament, the balances are no longer based on 
d i s t r u s t and t e r r o r but on confidence and the d e s i r e to b u i l d a peaceful world 
founded on understanding and s o l i d a r i t y . This i s of course a d i f f i c u l t g o a l , and 
the road l e a d i n g to i t i s l o n g and beset w i t h p i t f a l l s , but i n the op i n i o n of the 
non-aligned c o u n t r i e s these are a d d i t i o n a l reasons f o r s e t t l i n g down to our task 
without delay. 

In 1 9 7 5 , I s t a t e d before the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament that 
we should improve our working methods and see to i t that the two nuc l e a r Powers 
which were not yet p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n our vrork could, j o i n us i n our common e f f o r t 
to promote disarmament. 
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We now have the pleasure oí n o t i n g , the p a r t i c i p a t i o n oí one- oí those two 
Powers. This i s an event which gladdens us and which we welcome very s i n c e r e l y . 
The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Prance can r e s t assured that h i s country's presence and 
c o n t r i b u t i o n are g r e a t l y appreciated. 

We hope that the Committee w i l l a l s o have the b e n e f i t of China's c o n t r i b u t i o n , 
f o r we are convinced that the r o l e t h i s Power i s i n a p o s i t i o n to p l a y w i l l g r e a t l y 
help to d i r e c t our n e g o t i a t i o n s along more p o s i t i v e and more c o n s t r u c t i v e l i n e s . 

The s p e c i a l - s e s s i o n of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, v/hich was 
a c t u a l l y c a l l e d at the request of the non-aligned c o u n t r i e s , was h e l d j u s t . a t the 
r i g h t time to assess progress on the road to general and complete disarmament and 
decide on measures f o r reaching t h i s g o a l . 

Everyone i s aware of the complexities and d i f f i c u l t i e s of the problem of 
disarmament. I t i s a major problem, on the s o l u t i o n of which that of so many others 
depends. 

The arms race i s l i k e a v/eed which has sprouted and spread i n the s o i l of 
d i s t r u s t and under the shadow of the c o l d war. 

Thanks to e f f o r t s on both s i d e s , we have emerged from the c o l d war. But the 
c o l d war, i t has been s a i d , has given way to the c o l d peace. The change i n climate 
has not weakened t h i s encroaching weed or made i t l e s s f l o u r i s h i n g . On the contrary, 
i t i s p r e p a r i n g f o r f r e s h conquests, ever more t e r r i f y i n g and t e r r i b l e , Man's 
imagination and -his t h i r s t f o r research and d i s c o v e i y knov; no bounds. The main 
t h i n g i s to make sure that research and d i s c o v e r y are applied f o r the w e l l - b e i n g 
and progress of the human race. 

More than JO years a f t e r the Second V/orld War, the world i s muddling along 
i n t h i s armed peace, v/hich s u b s i s t s only thanks to the balance of t e r r o r . 

The world thus l i v e s i n a s t a t e of r e l a t i v e and f r a g i l e peace. But i t i s 
s t i l l a l i v e , and i t i s perhaps on that f a c t that we should b u i l d our p o r t i o n of 
hope and optimism. 
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Acco r d i n g to tho most moderate estimates, the d e s t r u c t i v e c a p a c i t y of the two 
super-Powers, i n the n u c l e a r f i e l d alone, i s already such that i t can wipe out the 
present p o p u l a t i o n of our planet 25 times over. To measure the extent of the l o s s 
caused to humanity hy m i l i t a r y expenditure i t i s s u f f i c i e n t to r e c a l l that the 
amount devoted to such expenditure i s of the order of $ 4 0 0 h i l l i o n a year, whereas 
the amount of p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e accorded to developing c o u n t r i e s b a r e l y exceeds 
$ 2 0 b i l l i o n . 

This i s the more s i g n i f i c a n t since the General Assembly has o f t e n s t r e s s e d the 
importance of the l i n k s between disarraament and development, recommending that the 
resources released by disarmament should be used f o r the economic and s o c i a l 
development of the c o u n t r i e s of the t h i r d world. 

I t seems to us, t h e r e f o r e , that disarmament can make an e f f e c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n 
towards the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. I t i s consequently 
a means of a c h i e v i n g another type of r e l a t i o n s h i p between States and peoples and 
provides a glimpse of a new world based on confidence and co-operation. 

In t h i s connexion, my d e l e g a t i o n welcomes the speed w i t h which the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations set up the group of governmental experts 
to i n i t i a t e an expert study on the r e l a t i o n s h i p between disarmament and development. 

We are convinced t h a t , under the chairmanship of Mrs. I , Thorsson, an 
eminent'person who enjoys our respect and esteem, the group w i l l provide the 
Secretary-General w i t h a l l the help he needs i n preparing the study. The f a c t 
that the group has already met twice, i n September 1 9 7 S and January 1 9 7 9 , proves 
that i t i s determined to discharge i t s task as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

We know that we s t i l l hav-^ a great deal to do, because — and t h i s must be 
s t r e s s e d — t h e r e s u l t s obtained so f a r are f a r from c o n c l u s i v e . On meeting i n 
t h i s new Committee we must be f u l l y aware of the extent of the task a w a i t i n g us, 
f o r the most d i f f i c u l t problems have not yet been solved. I am r e f e r r i n g i n 
p a r t i c u l a r to the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-weapon t e s t s and tho p r o h i b i t i o n 
of chemical weapons. 
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This means that we must show greater determination and p o l i t i c a l w i l l i n seeking 
adequate s o l u t i o n s to the problems that are s t i l l outstanding. Without a c l e a r l y 
defined p o l i t i c a l w i l l , we cannot hope to a r r i v e at t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s . And t h i s 
p o l i t i c a l w i l l , l e t us be open about i t , i s expected f i r s t and foremost of the 
n u c l e a r Powers. V/e ask them f o r t h e i r co-operation, and we assure them of our 
understanding. 

However complex the questions to be s e t t l e d , we must not t h i n k that the obstacles 
are insurmountable. The Committee i s s t a r t i n g i t s work i n favourable circumstances. 
The chances of g r a d u a l l y r e a c h i n g t a n g i b l e r e s u l t s seem to be greater than they 
have ever been. As a r e s u l t of the t i e s b i n d i n g i t to the United Hâtions and, 
more p a r t i c u l a r l y , to the d e l i b e r a t i v e body i n the f i e l d of disarmament, our 
Committee has g r e a t e r powers and more a u t h o r i t y . The c e n t r a l r o l e and primaiy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Organization have been af f i r m e d i n the P i n a l Document of the 
t e n t h s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly, 

The Moroccan d e l e g a t i o n keenly hopes that our Committee, v/hich i s more 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , i n which r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s are b e t t e r shared and i n v/hich non-member 
States w i l l have an opportunity to express t h e i r opinions, w i l l be b e t t e r able to 
d e a l s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h the task that has f a l l e n to i t . 

The questions on which i t must concentrate as a matter of p r i o r i t y are set 
f o r t h i n the Programme of A c t i o n of the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

Paragraph 4 5 of that document reads as f o l l o w s s " P r i o r i t i e s i n disarmament 
n e g o t i a t i o n s s h a l l be; n u c l e a r v/eapons; - t h e r weapons of mess d e s t r u c t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g chemical weapons; conventional v/eapons, i n c l u d i n g any which may be 
deemed to be e x c e s s i v e l y i n j u r i o u s or to have i n d i s c r i m i n a t e e f f e c t s ; and r e d u c t i o n 
of armed f o r c e s , " 

Heed I r e i t e r a t e that the l a c k of r e a l r e s u l t s w i t h respect to n u c l e a r 
disarraament continues to pose a serious threat of i n s e c u r i t y to the world? 
Admittedly, p a r t i a l measures have been taken i n t h i s f i e l d . The conclusion of the 
1 9 6 3 Moscow Treaty, the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n Treaty and the sea-bed Treaty are p o s i t i v e 
m i lestones, nevertheless, the complete and d e f i n i t i v e c e s s a t i o n of n u c l e a r t e s t i n g , 
which has been a subject of h i g h p r i o r i t y f o r s e v e r a l years, i s f a r from having 
been achieved. 
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d i r . S k a l l i . Morocco) 

In i t s r e s o l u t i o n ЪЗ/11 H ( I V ) , adopted at the t h i r t y - t h i r d session, the 
General Assembly requested our Committee to undertake on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , at 
i t s f i r s t s e s s ion, i n January 1 9 7 9 » n e g o t i a t i o n s concerning 

"(a) a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of nuclear-veapon t e s t s " . 
¥e hope that the n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s subject between the United States 

of M e r i c a , the u n i t e d Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d and the 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics v / i l l r e s u l t s h o r t l y i n the p r e p a r a t i o n 
of a d r a f t t r e a t y , and t h a t , i n accordance w i t h r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / 7 1 H ( l ) , t h s t 
d r a f t w i l l be submitted to our Committee at i t s current session. 

Pending the c o n c l u s i o n of such a t r e a t y , a l l nuclear-weapon States ought, 
pxirsuant to General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 C, to r e f r a i n from conducting any 
t e s t i n g of n u c l e a r weapons and other n u c l e a r e x p l o s i v e devices. 

Our e f f o r t s ought a l s o to be d i r e c t e d tov/ards f i n d i n g ways of strengthening 
the s e c u r i t y of the non-nuclear States. I t i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l to devise 
guarantees which w i l l f u l l y reassure those S t a t e s . V/e thinlc that a solemn 
undertaking on the p a r t of the n u c l e a r Powers not to use or to threaten to 
use n u c l e a r weapons against those v/ho do not have such weapons v/ould a p p r e c i a b l y 
help to strengthen those guarantees. 

Our Committee has before i t two d r a f t conventions on t h i s matter which were 
introduced by P a k i s t a n and the Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics at the 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 

I t i s only f a i r to p o i n t out that i t was on the i n i t i a t i v e of the 
Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics t h a t an item on the conelusion of an 
i n t e m a t i o n a l convention on the strengthening of gviarantees of the s e c u r i t y 
of non-nuclear States v/as placed on the agenda of that session. 

Furthermore, the non-nuclear-v/eapon States have the r i g h t to a»cede to 
the b e n e f i t s of the p e a c e f u l use of n u c l e a r energy. This r i g h t was r e a f f i r m e d 
i n unequivocal terms i n the P i n a l Document of the Assembly's s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , 
as f o l l o v / s : 

" N o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n measvires should not jeopardize the f u l l e x e r c i s e of 
the i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s of a l l States to apply and develop t h e i r programmes 
f o r the p e a c e f u l uses of n u c l e a r energy f o r economic and s o c i a l development 
i n conformity \ / i t h t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s , i n t e r e s t s and needs. A l l States should 
a l s o have access to and be f r e e to acquire technology, equipment and 
m a t e r i a l s f o r p e a c e f u l uses of n u c l e a r energy, t a k i n g i n t o accoimt the 
p a r t i c u l a r needs of the developing c o u n t r i e s . " 
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(lïr. SlcaUl, Morocco) 

We remain convinced that those tvro measures, among others, w i l l contribute 
to the strengthening of the nuclear-weapors non-proliferaticn system. 

Another question has been given high priority by the General Assembly over 
the last sev-eral years. I refer to the complete prohibition of the development, 
production and stockpiling of a l l chemical weapons and their destruction. It 
i s true that a stage towards this was completed with the elaboration of the 
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stoclcpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) V/eapons and their destruction. None the less, vre 
are far from having,attained the f i n a l objective, which i s the prohibition of 
a l l chemical weapons, and vrhich, as the document of the special session reminds 
us, re;çresents one of the most in?gent measures of disarmainent. V/e must, therefore, 
focus our efforts on the conclusion of a convention concerning this important 
question. 

The prohibition of the development and production of nevr typos of weapons 
of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons i s another major concern 
of the international community. Here again, our Committee must make i t s 
contribution. 

Among the other pi-iority tasks vre shall have to consider are the reduction 
of armed forces and conventional weapons and the reduction of military budgets. 
The importance of such measures i s evident. If they were adopted, they might 
diminish tension i n the world and create a climate propitious to security and 
the emergence of s t a b i l i t y and confidence. 

The CCD i s no more,Nothing vrill be gained by seeking to vindicate i t or 
by heaping i t vrith abuse. It f u l f i l l e d i t s task and i t s destiny, as best i t 
could. Let us say that i t died of certain inadequacies .,, Let us not seek to 
link i t to the Coipittee vrhose birth y e are celebrating today, but acknoviledge 
i t s m.erit i n having served as a springboard for the establisliment of o x w Committee. 
As I have already sa4,d i n another forimi, the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmiament was a closed and cosy club, vrhere the sense of friendship among the 
members was as highly developed as the s p i r i t of conclave. Let us hope that 
what огяг Committee has lost i n intimacy, i t w i l l gain i n efficiency. 
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(itr. S l c a l l i , Иогоссо) 

The Assemhly has given us a heavy task. I n doing so, i t has demonstrated 
i t s t r u s t i n our Committee to approach a"'! problems p r a g m a t i c a l l y and w i t h the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and z e a l needed f o r f i n d i n g the most appropriate s o l u t i o n s . 

R e a l i s t s we must be, but l e t us guard against a l l o w i n g over r e a l i s m to 
come too close to defeatism and r e s i g n a t i o n , l/e must not y i e l d to despair, 
f o r we have advantages today v/hich we d i d not have before. 

As I s a i d before, the Committee on Disarmament, by v i r t u e of the a u t h o r i t y 
conferred upon i t , i t s g r e a t e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v i t y and i t s new procedures, o f f e r s 
us an opportunity we must seize of f u l f i l l i n g our m i s s i o n , which i s a very 
e x a l t i n g one, however f r u s t r a t i n g i t т.аз̂  at times appear to be. Me must 
measure up to the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y which i s ours. So l e t u-s a l l proceed v/ith 
r e s o l u t i o n and goodv/ill, f o r v/ithout them our e f f o r t s would be v a i n . 

Tlie CHAIRI'IAIT ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I have no more speakers on 
my l i s t . \ / i t h your agreement, I v/ould therefore l i k e to drav/ a t t e n t i o n to a 
fev/ matters which, I f e e l , should be given c o n s i d e r a t i o n soon. 

The Chairman has r e c e i v e d a number of communications from non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . May I , on the Committee's be h a l f , ask the S e c r e t a r i a t to prepare 
a l i s t of these communications to be c i r c u l a t e d to the Committee, i t being 
understood that the communications themselves v/ould remain on f i l e i n the 
S e c r e t a r i a t to.be consulted by d e l e g a t i o n s . 

Are there any o b j e c t i o n s to t h i s -estion? I see no з. 
I t was so decided. 

The СШПЕМАН'; As you. are av/are, the S e c r e t a r i a t , at the request of the 
Chairman of the Group of 21, prepared an i n f o r m a l paper on d e c i s i o n s taken by 
the EKDC and the CCD on procedural matters. Later, t h i s i n f o r m a l paper v/as 
c i r c u l a t e d i n the E n g l i s h language. As I b e l i e v e i t might s t i l l be u s e f u l 
by v/ay of background, and i f the Committee has no o b j e c t i o n , I v/ould ask the 
S e c r e t a r i a t to have t h i s paper t r a n s l a t e d i n t o a l l our v/orking languages and 
i s s u e d as an m o f f i c i a l Committee document to be d i s t r i b u t e d to a l l i t s members. 
I f there are no o b j e c t i o n s to t h i s proposal I take i t that i t i s accepted. 

I t v/as so decided. 

http://to.be
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The CHAIPJIAIT; I f the Committee a l l o w s , I should now l i k e to r e f e r to 
a number of aspects connected w i t h our work. I i n t e n d to convene a formal meeting 
of the Committee at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m- on Tuesday, б February, to enable delegations -
w i s h i n g to make statements on our work to spealc. I would, be g r a t e f u l to those 
d e l e g a t i o n s wishing to make f u r t h e r statements to inform the S e c r e t a r i a t 
a c c o r d i n g l y . I f we had no spealcers, on Tuesday, б February, we xrould use tho 
a v a i l a b l e time f o r an i n f o r m a l meeting. Without p r e j u d i c e to t h i s , I should 
l i k e to propose that at 3 p.m. t h i s afternoon we h o l d an i n f o r m a l meeting to 
s t a r t an i n f o r m a l exchange of views on some questions r e l e v a n t to our work. 
That e x p l o r a t o r y meeting would be devoted t o , i n t e r a l i a , commencement of the 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the m o d a l i t i e s i t might be d e s i r a b l e t o - f o l l o w w i t h a view to 
the e l a b o r a t i o n and adoption of the Committee's r u l e s of procedure. Some 
p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t s have already been prepared, or are i n process of p r e p a r a t i o n , 
e i t h e r by d e l e g a t i o n s or by groups of d e l e g a t i o n s . - We might, therefore,- c o n s i d e r 
the method i t would be d e s i r a b l e to adopt f o r comparing that work and a r r i v i n g 
at a j o i n t c r i t e r i o n , whether through an i n f o r m a l meeting or through contacts 
between the various groups and delegations concerned, or by any other a l t e r n a t i v e 
which may be proposed and adopted by the Committee. We could a l s o hear comments 
concerning the programme of work of the Committee, on such matters as the frequency 
and nature of our p l e n a r y meetings and subjects to be d e a l t w i t h by them. I n 
other words, x/hether we should have formal meetings, what the p e r i o d i c i t y should 
be, how many i n f o r m a l meetings we wish to h o l d and how f r e q u e n t l y . F i n a l l y , and 
without p r e j u d i c e to any other suggestion t h a t members of the Committee-may wish 
to make, we might t a c k l e i n a p r e l i m i n a r y way the question of our agenda, 
e s p e c i a l l y the k i n d of agenda we should adopt and i t s content. The i d e a , as I 
s a i d before, i s to promote and stimulate a f i r s t i n f o r m a l d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s or 
any other subject that d e l e g a t i o n s may wish to suggest. F o l l o w i n g some 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s I have had, and I must admit t h a t I have not had occasion to meet 
wi t h a l l t h i r t y - n i n e d e l e g a t i o n s , i t would appear that there i s a very considerable 
trend i n favour of not having any meeting tomorrow, F r i d a y , or next Monday; 
t h i s would a l l o w delegations to pursue the very u s e f u l p o s i t i v e contacts vrhich 
began a few days ago. A l s o , delegations could continue to vrork on the p r e p a r a t i o n 
of r u l e s of procedure, e s p e c i a l l y i n the l i g h t of any comments and remarks that 
may be made at t h i s afternoon's i n f o r m a l meeting. I should l i k e to ask delegations 
whether the procedure I am proposing concerning t h i s afternoon's i n f o r m a l meeting 
and the o f f i c i a l , formal meeting of Tuesday, and my suggestion not to meet at a l l 
on F r i d a y and Monday, are acceptable to them. 
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Иг. GARCIA ROBLES (Mexico) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); ïtc. Chairman, 
since t h i s i s the f i r s t time I am t a k i n g the f l o o r under yo\xr chairmanship, I 
h e l i e v e i t vrould not he out of order f o r me to convey to you the sincere 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s of my de l e g a t i o n and to say how g r a t i f i e d we are to see that 
at t h i s s e s s i o n , which i n some respects w i l l he c r u c i a l f o r our Committee, the 
conduct of our vrork i s i n such ahle hands as yotirs. 

As to the suggestion you have j u s t made, my d e l e g a t i o n agrees f u l l y w i t h 
the purpose of those i n f o r m a l meetings, and w i t h the suggestion that we should 
not meet at a l l on F r i d a y or Monday. The only change I would venture to suggest 
i s t h a t we do not meet t h i s afternoon e i t h e r , and that on Tuesday morning, i f 
there are no speakers, we should immediately r e v e r t to an i n f o r m a l meeting and, 
i f necessary, h o l d another i n f o r m a l meeting on Tuesday afternoon. The reason 
f o r t h i s i s that I h e l i e v e vre can make b e t t e r use of our time t h i s afternoon f o r 
those i n f o r m a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s among delegations to vrhich you r e f e r r e d . 

I t t herefore seems to me that by Tuesday we may perhaps have d r a f t r u l e s of 
procedure or p r e l i m i n a r y d r a f t r u l e s , s i m i l a r to the ones already prepared by the 
western group and the group of s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . This would be a d r a f t of the 
Group of 2 1 , and our d e l i b e r a t i o n s could thus be based on more p r e c i s e t e x t s than 
i s the case at present. 

The CHAIFJ'IMT ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thank my d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
f r i e n d , Ambassade- García Robles of M e x i r j f o r h i s very k i n d words. 

The Committee has heard h i s proposal to the e f f e c t that vre should have no 
i n f o r m a l meeting t h i s afternoon and that vre t r a n s f e r that meeting to Tuesday. 

We already have one d e l e g a t i o n on the l i s t of speakers f o r the formal 
meeting on Tuesday morning. I f , t h e r e f o r e , the proposal of the d i s t i n g v i i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Mexico i s acceptable to the Committee, and w i t h a view to 
employing our time u s e f u l l y , we could meet p u n c t u a l l y at 1 0 , 5 0 a.m. i n a formal 
meeting to hear that d e l e g a t i o n or any other d e l e g a t i o n wishing to put i t s name 
on the l i s t , and then, i f we have s u f f i c i e n t time immediately a f t e r the formal 
meeting, vre could go i n t o i n f o r m a l meeting. That i n f o r m a l meeting would of 
course, i f necessary, continue i n the afternoon. 
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(The Chairman) 

If I hear no objection, may I take i t that the suggestion of the 
distinguished representative of Mexico, as just outlined by the Chair i s 
acceptable. I hear no objection. 

It v;as so decided. 

The CHAIBI'IAIf; The next formal meeting of the Committee on Disarmament 
w i l l be on Tuesday, б РеЪггдагу, at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. It w i l l be followed immediately 
by an informal meeting. If there are no further comments, the meeting i s 
adjourned. 

Tlie meeting rose at 1 1 . 4 5 a.m. 
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Mr. ISSRAELYM (Union of Soviet Socialist Ее publics) (translated from 
Russian)! As this is the f i r s t time that the Soviet delegation has spoken this 
month, might I venture to extend ray greetings to you, Mr. Chairman, and wish you 
success in your responsible role as Chairman of the Committee on Disarmament. 

It is a particular pleasure for me to be able to extend my greetings to 
you, Ambassador, because I remember that I had the chance of extending my greetings 
to you as President of the Se'curitj'- Council. The same was true when you were 
Chairman of the Pirst Comraittee o f tho General Assembly, i t was also true w h e n 

you were Chairman of the Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly devoted to Disarmament. It was also true when 
you were Chairman of the General Comraittee of the special session; and now, to 
my collection of greetings to you I can add my wishes as you have become 
Chairman of the Committee on Disarmament. 

The success of any particular body w i l l naturally depend on the delegations 
that participate in i t , but the role of the Chairman is something that i t . is 
d i f f i c u l t to underestimate the importance of. To have such an experienced and 
esteemed Chairman as the Ambassador of Argentina, Mr. Carlos Ortiz de Rozas, 
means, I think, that we are justified in counting on the success of the тогк of 
the Committee. 

Among the problems of disarmament which have been under discussion for many 
years in various international bodies, including the Committee on Disarmament, 
the question of halting and reversing the nuclear-arms race and achieving nuclear 
disarmament occupies the most important place. And the fact that i t has a long 
history does not make this question any the less topical. On the contrary, the 
continuous growth and improvement of nuclear arsenals maJces i t increasingly acute 
and, we have to acknowledge, complicated. As was emphasized in the Pinal Document 
of the special session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament, 
the existing stockpiles of nuclear weapons are more than enough to destroy l i f e 
on earth. 

It is generally recognized that the nuclear-a.rms race creates the greatest 
danger for humanity. No one harbours any il l u s i o n but that a nuclear holocaust, 
should i t be allowed to bréale out, w i l l surpass, in i t s disastrous consequences, 
a l l the calamities and wars which manlcind has ever known. 

In order f i n a l l y and completely to prevent the danger of nuclear warfare, i t 
is absolutely necessary to start taking resolute action to curb competition in the 
military use of nuclear energy and carry out real measures of nuclear disarmament. 
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(Mr. Issraelyan, USSR) 

It would Ъе wrong to assert that measures relating to nuclear .weapons are at 
present outside the framework of the disarmaraent negotiations. Irrespective-, 
however, of their imioortance for preventing the danger of nuclear war, or for 
strengthening .international security, such measures have often heen of a marginal 
nature. The peoples of the world expect much more, and we have no right to ignore 
their demands. 

That is why the task of starting negotiations on ending the production of 
nuclear weapons and destroying them is now coming to the fore. This task is 
reflected in the recommendations of the special session uê uo-irad to disarmament, 
in particular in paragraph 5 0 of its Final Document, and in the decisions of the 
thirty-third session of the General Assembly. Thus, resolution 3 3 / 7 I H of that 
session contains a direct appeal to a l l nuclear States to start consultations 
regarding "an early i n i t i a t i o n of urgent negotiations on the halting of the 
nuclear-arms race". 

As for the Soviet Union, i t urged the prohibition and destruction of nuclear 
weapons on the very day the f i r s t atomic bombs appeared, and the Soviet Union 
has pursued this course throughout the post-war period. It is a course which 
was reaffirmed and developed in the statements delivered on 2 November 1 9 7 7 

and 2 5 April 1 9 7 8 by Mr. L.I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and Chairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR. A number of other countries have come out in favoiir 
of starting, at an early date, negotiations on eliminating nuclear weapons from 
the arsenals of States* This appeal was adso repeated at the meeting of the 
P o l i t i c a l Consultative Coraraittee of the States members of the Warsaw Treaty at 
the end of November 1 9 7 8 . 

May I be allowed to introduce, on behalf of the delegations of Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland and 
the USSR, for consideration by the Committee, a working paper concerning 
negotiations on ending the production of all.types of nuclear weapons and 
gradually reducing their stoclcpiles u n t i l they have been completely destroyed 
( C D / 4 , of 1 Pebruary 1 9 7 9 ) . 
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V/e would l i l z e to express the hope that delegations have heen able to acquaint 
themselves w i t h t h i s doc-ument, which was d i s t r i b u t e d s e v e r a l days ago. In t h i s 
connexion, may I be permitted to dwell on j u s t a few p o i n t s . 

Since i t i s impossible to achieve a l l at once the aim of the n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
which i s to end the p r o d u c t i o n of a l l types of n u c l e a r weapons and gradually' 
reduce t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l they have been completely destroyed, thé implementa
t i o n of appropriate measures should be c a r r i e d out by stages on a mutually 
acceptable and agreed b a s i s . The content of measures at each stage would be the 
subject of agreement between the p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Por example, at a p a r t i c u l a r stage, c o n s i d e r a t i o n might be given to such 
questions as the c e s s a t i o n of the q u a l i t a t i v e improvement of n u c l e a r weapons, 
c e s s a t i o n of the production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r m i l i t a r y purposes, 
gradual r e d u c t i o n of the accumulated, s t o c k p i l e s of n u c l e a r г-jeapons and d e l i v e r y 
v e h i c l e s , e t c . At the same time i t w i l l be necessary, i n each p a r t i c u l a r case, 
to work out mutually acceptable v e r i f i c a t i o n measures as w e l l . 

The question a r i s e s , of course, as to where and how the n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
ending the production of nuclear weapons and d e s t i o y i n g them should be pre'pared 
and conducted. As we see i t , the Committee on Disarraarae*nt i s quite a s u i t a b l e 
forum f o r t h i s purpose. On the one hand, i t i s ' open f o r the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
a l l the nuclear Povjers, In t h i s connexion we welcome once more the f a c t that 
Prance has j o i n e d t h i s body, Vfe are also e n t i t l e d to b e l i e v e t h a t the 
People's Eepublic of China, which has so f a r evaded concrete n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
disarmament, w i l l at l a s t r e a l i z e that s e l f - i s o l a t i o n from disarmament i s i n the 
i n t e r e s t s n e i t h e r of general peace nor of the Chinese State i t s e l f . 

On the other hand, the Coraraittee on Disarmament includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of a considerable number of non-nuclear States which are v i t a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 
the s o l u t i o n of nuclear-disarmament questions and which are of course prepared 
to present t h e i r proposals on these s u b j e c t s . Moreover, the f a c t that the 
Committee has some experience of conducting n e g o t i a t i o n s on these questions i s 
a l s o of some importance. As we a l l know, the ЕЖОС was a c t i v e l y engaged i n 
d i s c u s s i n g nuclear-disarmament questions as e a r l y as the 1 9 6 0 s , and these 
questions f i g \ i r e d prominently i n i t s agenda. 



CD/PV. 8 
9 

(Mr. I s s r a e l y a n . USSR) 

To begin v i t h , Ъу way of p r e p a r a t i o n , c o n s u l t a t i o n s should Ъе conducted 
w i t h i n the framework of our Committee to determine the set of questions to be 
considered and decided, and to reach agreement on o r g a n i z a t i o n a l aspects of the 
conduct of the n e g o t i a t i o n s . The preparatory c o n s u l t a t i o n s should be s t a r t e d 
at the current s e s s i o n of the Committee with a view to beginning n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on the substance of the problem i n 1 9 7 9 -

V/e would lUce to point out t h a t while suggesting that the Committee on 
Disarmament should be the forum f o r the p r e p a r a t i o n and conduct of the n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on n u c l e a r disarmament, the Soviet d e l e g a t i o n i s prepared to consider a l t e r n a t i v e 
methods as w e l l . 

The Soviet d e l e g a t i o n i s convinced that f o r progress i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
n u c l e a r disarraament the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l the n u c l e a r Powers i s e s s e n t i a l . 
This idea i s r e f l e c t e d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n the F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n as w e l l as i n the above-mentioned r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 H. The l e v e l s of the 
arsenals of the i n d i v i d u a l nuclear Powers are not the same, however, and i t 
would be wrong to t u r n a b l i n d eye to t h i s . On the contrary, t h i s should be 
tallen i n t o account, together with other f a c t o r s , i n determining the degree of 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f each of these States i n the measures to be talcen at any p a r t i c u l a r 
stage. The t h i n g to be aimed at here i s t h a t the e x i s t i n g balance of nuclear 
strength shoixld remain undisturbed at a l l stages, while i t s l e v e l s are c o n s t a n t l y 
being reduced. 

In other words, i t i s a b s o l u t e l y necessary, both a t the n e g o t i a t i o n s and 
i n the implementation of concrete measures, s t r i c t l y to respect the p r i n c i p l e of 
the i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f the s e c u r i t y of S t a t e s . Only i n t h i s way can agreements 
be reached on a l l the problems on disarmament, i n c l u d i n g the problems of nuclear 
disarmament, 

A l o g i c a l c o r o l l a r y of the need to provide any side with guarantees of the 
i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f i t s s e c u r i t y i s the need to strengthen the p o l i t i c a l guarantees 
of the s e c u r i t y of S t a t e s , and i t s guarantees under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, p a r a l l e l 
w i t h , and i n support of, the adoption of measures of nuclear disarraament. 
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In d e ciding on the programme and the agenda f o r the n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending 
the production of nuclear weapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s , 
s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n should also be given tc the question of c o r r e l a t i n g these 
n e g o t i a t i o n s with the e f f o r t s already being made to l i r i i i t the nuclear-arms race. 
I t ma-y happen that during the n e g o t i a t i o n s we propose there may emerge po i n t s of 
contact w i t h , l e t us say, the n e g o t i a t i o n s on strategic-arms l i m i t a t i o n . I t i s 
important i n our view to achieve a. s i t u a t i o n i n which n e g o t i a t i o n s of g r e a t e r 
scope w i l l not be to the detriment of other, b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i l a t e r a l , 
n e g o t i a t i o n s concerning p a r t i c u l a r , and narrower, areas of the problem. Nor 
should they impede the achievement of b i l a t e r a l or m u l t i l a t e r a l agreements on 
the l i m i t a t i o n , o r even e l i m i n a t i o n , of any nuclear armaments on a mutually agreed 
b a s i s . 

These are the ideas regarding p o s s i b l e approaches to the s o l u t i o n o f 
nuclear-disarmament problems which our d e l e g a t i o n considered i t expedient to 
s t a t e at t h i s stage of our Committee's work, V/e are prepared to l i s t e n to any 
opinions and proposals which other delegations may have on t h i s s u b j e c t , and to 
dis c u s s them i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e s p i r i t , as the importance and urgency of the task 
of n u c l e a r disa.rraament r e q u i r e s . 

V/orld p u b l i c o p i n i o n awaits from the the Committee on Disarmament concrete 
d e c i s i o n s and a c t i o n s which x/ould l e a d to e f f e c t i v e measures i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament. The adoption by the Committee of d e c i s i o n s which should maJie 
i t p o s s i b l e to s t . r t n e g o t i a t i o n s t h i s y e i r on ending the production o f a l l 
types of n u c l e a r weapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l they 
have been completely destroyed would be i n consonance with those e x p e c t a t i o n s . 

The С Н А Ш Ш Т ; I would li l c e to thanlc Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n f o r the 
r e a l l y very k i n d words he addressed to me when he enumerated the repeated 
occasions on which he expressed s i m i l a r words to me. I thinlc t h i s h i g h l i g h t s 
the many years we have been spending on t h i s s u b j e c t , and I r e a l l y am g r a t e f u l 
to him. 
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Mr. SUJKÁ (Poland)s Mr. Chairman, I should l i k e f i r s t to associate my 
de l e g a t i o n w i t h the co n g r a t u l a t i o n s and good wishes expressed to you as Chairman 
of the Committee on Disarmament f o r the month of February. Ue are confident that 
the disarmament e x p e r t i s e and n e g o t i a t i n g s k i l l which you b r i n g to your o f f i c e 
w i l l be major assets at t h i s important stage o f our d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

In my statement a fevr days ago, I r e f e r r e d i n r a t h e r general terms to the 
s i g n i f i c a n c e which Poland has c o n s i s t e n t l y avttached to e a r l y and meaningful 
progress tovmrds e f f e c t i v e nuclear disarmament, tov/ards l e s s e n i n g and e v e n t u a l l y 
pre-empting once and f o r a l l the menace of nuclear war. As we have j u s t heard, 
p r e c i s e l y these subjects were addressed by the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Soviet Union. V/hile i t might be d i f f i c u l t i n t h i s b r i e f i n t e r v e n t i o n to add 
something b a s i c a l l y new to what Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n has already s a i d i n h i s able 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the vrorking paper of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , I would l i k e to make 
some observations v/hich I deem both r e l e v a n t and necessary. In f a c t , I v/ish to 
r e f e r to some co n s i d e r a t i o n s which l e d Poland and, indeed, other s o c i a l i s t States 
as v / e l l , to co-sponsor document C D / 4 concerning n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the 
production o f a l l types of nu c l e a r v/eapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s 
u n t i l they have been completely destroyed. In the view of my d e l e g a t i o n , v/hat i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y notev/orthy about that proposal i s i t s t i m e l i n e s s and i t s t i m i n g . 

As f o r i t s t i m e l i n e s s - - i t comes promptly i n the vralce o f the Moscov/ meeting 
of the P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e Committee of the States P a r t i e s to the V/arsaw Treaty 
and of the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n o f the United Nations General Assembly. As v/e know, 
they both i s s u e d urgent c a l l s to commence, v/ithout f u r t h e r delay, n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
the h a l t i n g o f the nuclear-arms race and on nuclear disarmament, v/ith the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l nuclear-v/eapon Pov/ers as w e l l as other S t a t e s . 

As f o r i t s t i m i n g — the proposal -is made a.t a p r o p i t i o u s moment, v/hen 
f o r the f i r s t timo a m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i n g forum, the 
Committee on Disarmament, begins i t s work, v/ith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n , i n p r i n c i p l e , 
of a l l nuclear-v/eapon States and a g e o g r a p h i c a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
group of non-nuclear-weapon Sta t e s . 

As i s g e n e r a l l y recognized, the nuclear arms race and the sustained expansion 
of nuclear arsenals pose a grave t l i r e a t to the very s u r v i v a l of manlcind. A 
secondary but unpardona.ble by-product o f that process i s the d i v e r s i o n o f enormous 
resources and energy from peaceful economic and s o c i a l p u r s u i t s to was t e f u l 
m i l i t a r y purposes. Over the years, that u n r e l e n t i n g process has r e s u l t e d i n the 
s t o c k p i l i n g o f more d e s t r u c t i v e pov/er than can have any conceivable m i l i t a r y 
purpose. Some years ago i t v/as b e l i e v e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , that the v/orld's 
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armouries h o l d s t o c k p i l e s o f nucl e a r weapons whose d e s t r u c t i v e power was 
equivalent to 1 5 tons of TNT f o r every person on earth, a f i g u r e v/hich I presume 
must have c o n s i d e r a b l y increased since then. In other vrordt: — q u i t e enough to 
a n n i h i l a t e many times over a l l trace of l i f e . 

In the hope that such an e v e n t u a l i t y never comes to pass and that substantive 
progress v/ould be made tov/ards ending the nuclear-arms race and tox/ards 
e l i m i n a t i o n of the vast stocks o f v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , above a l l nuclear 
v/eapons, the General Assembly v/as prompted to proclaim the 1 9 7 0 s a Disarmament 
Decade. ¥e f e e l i t i s both important and s i g n i f i c a n t that the suggestion of the 
s o c i a l i s t S tates to i n i t i a t e p r a c t i c a l preparations f o r r a d i c a l and v/ide-ranging 
nuclear disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s has been made before the end of the Decade of 
Disarmament, v/hen there i s s t i l l time l e f t i n v/hich, assuming the existence of 
s u f f i c i e n t p o l i t i c a l v / i l l , v/e could meet the promise held out by the 
Decade o f Disarmament. 

The proposal introduced to-day on beh a l f of the seven s o c i a l i s t States 
c l o s e l y corresponds to the sense of the recommendations adopted by the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n o f the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmaraent. I t respons 
i n p a r t i c u l a r to that contained i n paragraph 5 0 of the P i n a l Docuraent. In point 
of f a c t , the proposal and i t s perception of the o b j e c t i v e s and raodalities of 
e f f e c t i v e n u c l e a r disarmament co i n c i d e w i t h those v/Mch the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n has 
embodied i n the very f i r s t v/ords of i t s F i n a l Document, As v / i l l be r e c a l l e d , 
the opening paragraph o f the Document s t a t e s , among other t h i n g s , that 

the accumulation of v/eapons, p a r t i c u l a r l y n uclear v/eapons, to-day c o n s t i t u t e s 
much more a th r e a t than a p r o t e c t i o n f o r the future of ra.anlcind. The time has 
therefore come to put an end to t h i s s i t u a t i o n , to abandon the use of force i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and to seek s e c u r i t y i n disarmanent, that i s to say, 
through a gradual but e f f e c t i v e process beginning w i t h a r e d u c t i o n o f the present 
l e v e l of armaments," 

As we a l l knov/, i t i s f r e q u e n t l y argued v/ith greater or l e s s e r j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
t hat the endeavours of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to advance the cause of 
disarmament through measures of arms l i m i t a t i o n ha.ve not succeeded i n preventing 
an increase i n armaments, and have not s i g n i f i c a n t l y slov/ed dov/n the arms race, 
¥e b e l i e v e that the i n i t i a t i v e co-sponsored by Poland and other s o c i a l i s t States 
to s t a r t e a r l y c o n s u l t a t i o n s i n order to prepare f o r substantive n e g o t i a t i o n s 
v/ithin the framev/ork of the Committee on Disarraament, v/ith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l 
nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s , represents a b a s i c departure from the concept o f mere arms 
c o n t r o l tov/ards gcenuine disarmament. 
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I t should he noted that the u n d e r l y i n g premise of the proposal contained 
i n the working paper i s that the only a,lternative l e f t at present i s to seek 
s e c u r i t y hased on a lower l e v e l of nuclear arms. Guch a l e v e l should he reached 
through gradual and balanced steps, w i t h due respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e of 
undiminished s e c u r i t y of a l l p a r t i e s . Given the b a s i c e q u a l i t y between a l l the 
nuclear-vreapon Poxrers, that i m p l i e s the n e c e s s i t y of t h e i r j o i n t n e g o t i a t i o n . 
To suggest othervrise does not seem r e o J i s t i c . 

The proposal of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , the f i r s t substantive document 
t a b l e d i n the Committee on Disarmament a.t i t s current s e s s i o n , i s wide i n scope, 
c o n s t r u c t i v e and r e a l i s t i c , i i y country i s happy to be among i t s co-sponsors and 
extends i t s unreserved support f o r the course of a c t i o n i t o u t l i n e s . ¥e t r u s t 
that i n view of the f a r - r e a c h i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s of document C D / 4 , the Committee on 
Disarmament v / i l l not f a i l to examine c a r e f u l l y i t s contents. Above a l l , we b e l i e v e 
that i t v / i l l l e n d i t s support f o r the c a l l to s t a r t preparatory c o n s u l t a t i o n s at 
the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date v/ith a viev/ to beginning n e g o t i a t i o n s on genuine nuclear 
disarmament. 

The CHAIEMAN; I v/ould-like to thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
Poland f o r the k i n d v/ords of g r e e t i n g v/hich he extended to me. 

Ü SAW HLADIG (Burma)J In t h i s f i r s t statement of my d e l e g a t i o n , may I 
express our pleasure i n extending our sincere greetings to a l l the delegates present 
here, and to congratulate you, Mr. Chairma,n, on your assumption of d u t i e s as 
Chairman of the nev/ly c o n s t i t u t e d Committee on Disarmament. I b e l i e v e that under 
your chairmanship the Comraittee v / i l l be able to talce d e c i s i o n s on i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
and procedural questions and other substantive tasks l y i n g ahead. 

¥e welcome the presence of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Prench Republic and also the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the nev/ members of 
t h i s Committee frora A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Cuba, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanka 
and Venezuela. My d e l e g a t i o n looks forv/ard to having close co-operation v/ith them 
as v/ell as v/ith . a l l other delegates present here, and. i s confident that t h e i r 
• p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Committee г/ill g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e to the v/ork of the 
Coraraittee. 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n the h i s t o r y of disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s that the 
P i n a l Document v/hich v/as the expression of the viev/s of the v/hole v/orld on the 
o b j e c t i v e s and p r i o r i t i e s of arras c o n t r o l and disarmament was adopted by consensus 
at the s'pecial s e s s i o n of the G-eneral Assembly devoted to disarmament, and v/e 
a t t a c h great important to t h i s major achievement of the United Nations. 
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I t i s our ferv e n t hope that v/ith the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of disarmament, the 
Programme of A c t i o n and the disarmament machinery necessary f o r i t s implementation 
l a i d dovm by the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community can look foward to 
a period o f i n t e n s i f i e d c o - o r d i n a t i o n and more persevering e f f o r t s among a l l 
nations aimed at general and complete disarmament under e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n t r o l . To a t t a i n the goal, v/hat i s e s s e n t i a l i s a r a t i o n a l and l o g i c a l 
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n i n our e f f o r t s to t a c k l e the complexity of the i s s u e . 

The uorld-wide disarraament machinery f o r d e l i b e r a t i n g and n e g o t i a t i n g has been 
modified f o r maximum e f f e c t i v e n e s s , and, i n accordance v/ith the p r o v i s i o n s , the 
n e g o t i a t i n g body has been r e s t r u c t u r e d . In compliance v/ith the s p i r i t o f 
paragraph 120 and i t s subparagraphs o f the P i n a l Document, v/e f e e l that the 
Committee should make f u l l use of them i n order that those i n t e r e s t e d non-member 
St a t e s , should they so wish, may talce part i n the work of the Coraraittee, 

As ue a l l knoi/, i n the r e s t r u c t u r e d n e g o t i a t i n g body, opening to p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
by a l l the nuclear-\/eapon States i s a raore r e a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e , and together v/ith ' 
i t the nev/ly e s t a b l i s h e d democratic procedures of the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g 
body i n which a l l the meraber St a t e s , both nuclear-vreapon States and 
non-nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s , are equal p a r t n e r s , w i l l , h o p e f u l l y , increase the impact 
i n the years ahead and broaden the scope f our coraraon approach to c o l l e c t i v e 
e f f o r t . 

riy d e l e g a t i o n , hov/ever, e n t i r e l y agrees vrith e a r l i e r spealcers i n t h i s 
Comraittee who s a i d that the combined e f f o r t s o f a l l members of the Committee are 
requ i r e d to achieve substantive progress i n our n e g o t i a t i o n s , and our n e g o t i a t i o n s 
must be governed by consensus and co-operation and not by c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

Again, as v/e a l l knoxr, the ending of the anas race and the achievement o f r e a l 
disarmament are tasks of primary importance, and yet the prospects f o r these are 
i n l arge measure determined by the p o l i t i c a l and econoraic i n t e r e s t s alone of the 
nations o f the v/orld. The f a c t remains that a l l these raeasures i n the f i e l d o f 
arms c o n t r o l and disarraaraent-directly touch-the s e n s i t i v e part of the s e c u r i t y 
of n a t i o n s , r e g a r d l e s s o f s i z e , and can be implemented only a f t e r i t had gone 
through the necessary process o f n e g o t i a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n . I f the 
nations s t i l l sought to maintain t h e i r s e c u r i t y through the possession of nuclear 
arms, i t \ r i l l be hard to f i n d at t h i s stage such a congenial s i t u a t i o n i n v/hich 
one can t a l k about r e v e r s i n g the arms race. I t i s therefore b e l i e v e d that f o r the 
v/orld tod.ay there i s no a l t e r n a t i v e but to b u i l d greater n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y by developing co-operation and understanding betvreen States and thereby 
c r e a t i n g a s i t u a t i o n conducive to f i n d i n g f a i r agreements and p o l i t i c a l w i l l among 
the parties." 
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The Comnittee on Disarmaraent has heen entrusted Ъу the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion 
of the General Assembly to undertalce, on a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , n e g o t i a t i o n s on a 
comprehensive n u c l e a r - t c s t - b a n t r e a t y and a cheraical-xreapon t r e a t y . In a d d i t i o n , 
we have the f o l l o w i n g substantive i s s u e s that are our common concern: p r o h i b i t i o n 
of the development and manufacture of new types of \;eapons of raass d e s t r u c t i o n ; 
the c e s s a t i o n of the production of f i s s i o n a h l e m a t e r i a l s f o r xreapon purposes; 
the c o n c l u s i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the question of measures to 
strengthen the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear S t a t e s , These are issues of p r i o r i t y , and 
apart from t h i s , ш arc ал'агс that i t na,y have to proceed -ritb the e l a b o r a t i o n of 
a comprehensive disarmament progrararae f o l l o w i n g the meeting of the Disarmaraent 
Coramission i n Hay, The r e s o l u t i o n p e r t a i n i n g to the above-stated iteras adopted 
by the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the General Asserably are indeed the r e f l e c t i o n 
of the \ride-range approach to world s e c u r i t y and disarraament l a i d dovm by the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . In our view, i t vrould be raore e f f e c t i v e to concentrate on s p e c i f i c 
i s s u e s at the s t a r t r a t h e r than to put a l l the i s s u e s together. 

I t i s h e a r t e n i n g a.t the outset o f the new Committee to note the report that 
SALT I I i s very near to r e s o l v i n g the remaining i s s u e s that stand i n the vray, We 
vrould \relcome the agreement as a f i r s t step to the o b j e c t i v e s of reducing 
s t r a t e g i c arsenals and nuclear weapons. I t i s also an important ba^sis f o r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a, s t a b l e balance betireen East and West necessary f o r reducing 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n . 

I t i s a recognized f a c t that n u c l e a r disarmament i s the gravest and most 
complex iss u e f a c i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l comraunity today. As vre have been convinced 
that the accumulation and developraent of such vreapons c o n s t i t u t e a threat more than 
a p r o t e c t i o n f o r manliind, i t i s , t h e r e f o r e , considered that to h a l t t h i s trend 
the comprehensive t e s t ban i s an issue i n the f o r e f r o n t and should be given the 
l i i g h e s t p r i o r i t y i n t h i s Committee, In the past i t imposed the most d i f f i c u l t 
and c h a l l e n g i n g task f o r the CCD, the former n e g o t i a t i n g body, i n the 
s i t u a t i o n that the CCD as a whole x/as undertalcing to negotiate the t r e a t y \rhile 
the r e a l n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r progress i n t l i i s respect could not 
transmit at a l l to the CCD vrhat vrere to be negotiated there at c e r t a i n stages, or 
at l e a s t i n the f i r s t phase. 

We a l s o r e a l i z e that there i s no other way of t a k i n g up the i s s u e more 
e f f e c t i v e l y than through the t r i l a t e r a l or nuclear-vreapon S t a t e s ' n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on t h i s s u b j e c t . However, we should not, on the other hand, keep the Committee 
f o r l o n g only vrith a hope that the n e g o t i a t i o n s i . r i l l bear f r u i t one d.ay. With 
every advance i n the t e c h n o l o g i c a l d_evelopment of s t r a t e g i c vreapons, the process 
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of negdfiátÍOTS becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y complex and d i f f i c u l t . I f we are too l a t e 
to achieve some e a r l y steps, at the very l e a s t , to h a l t the arms race, the 
o b j e c t i v e of e n s u r i n g general' and complete disarmament may jr o v e e l u s i v e f o r e v e r . 

•Nevertheless, we appreciate that a m u l t i l a t e r a l t r e a t y , banning nuclear 
t e s t s i n any environment together w i t h v e r i f i c a t i o n p r o v i s i o n s i s heading to 
conclusion. My d e l e g a t i o n would support a t e x t vrhich would e f f e c t i v e l y h a l t 
nuclear-weapons t e s t i n g i n a l l environments, vrith no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n i t s e f f e c t , 
vrhich would l e a d to the aim of ending the q u a l i t a t i v e improvement and development 
of nuclear-vreapon systems and vrhich vrould prevent the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of n u c l e a r 
vre apons. 

I f e a r l y agreement i s reached on a CTB t r e a t y , i t x r i l l be a marked advance 
i n arms c o n t r o l and disarmament e f f o r t s and x r i l l •put a b a r r i e r to f u r t h e r 
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of nuclear x-reapons and the expansion of e x i s t i n g nuclear a r s e n a l s . 
I t x r i l l a l s o enhance understanding and confidence among States i n a l l r e g i o n s , 
o f the world. Nonetheless, vre should not l o s e s i g h t of the f a c t that t h i s v / i l l 
be a p r e r e q u i s i t e o n l y to one of our o b j e c t i v e s of nuclear disarmament. 

The question of chemical vreapons has been under c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the former 
n e g o t i a t i n g body, p a r t i c u l a r l y betx/een the tv/o b i g Poxrers, f o r some years, and, 
together v/ith the CTB t r e a t y , t h i s i s an immédiate task f o r the Committee. 
Burma, as a p a r t y to the 1 9 7 2 B i o l o g i c a l IJeapons Convention, expects an e a r l y 
agreement on e f f e c t i v e measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production 
and s t o c k p i l i n g of chemical vreapons and f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n of present stocks. 
We f e e l that t h i s i s an urgent matter vrhich can be r e s o l v e d at an e a r l y date 
soon a f t e r the v e r i f i c a t i o n •problems and other t e c h n i c a l aspects are tlirashed out. 
We do not underestimate the d i f f i c u l t i e s and the extremely complex nature o f 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , es'pecially concerning the question x-/ith regard to the sco^pe of the 

agreement and i t s v e r i f i c a t i o n . We hope that n e g o t i a t i o n s under the j o i n t 
i n i t i a t i v e v r i l l continue raore i n t e n s i v e l y i n order to achieve an agreed t e x t on 
the convention i n t h i s Committee d u r i n g the current, year. 

The Committee i s entrusted x/ith c o n t i n u i n g i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the question 
of nev/ types of x/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . Nev/ ad.vances i n science and 
technology may have opened up nex/ p o s s i b i l i t i e s of developing c e r t a i n nev/ types 
of vreapons of mass d_estruction, h i t h e r t o unicnovrn to us. . I t vrould be s e n s i b l e i f 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n xrere given to the f e a s i b i l i t y of f o r m u l a t i n g agreements on p r o h i b i t i o n 
and l i m i t a t i o n of nexr x/eapons as such, i f they vrere i d e n t i f i e d . We vrould support 
a l l those f a i r and. balanced raeasures vrhich vrould prevent or l i m i t armament. 
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The q u e s t i o n of an adequately v e r i f i e d c e s s a t i o n and p r o h i b i t i o n . o f . t h e 
production of f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l s f o r weapons purposes i s an important item to 
v/hich my d e l e g a t i o n hopes the Comraittee v / i l l give serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n as part 
of the measures to be tal-cen i n the f i e l d of nuclear-arras c o n t r o l . 

The Committee i s a l s o to consider the question of strengthening guarantees 
of s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s . My d e l e g a t i o n shares the viev/ that the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l guarantees safeguarding the non-nuclear-weapon States 
against the use or t.he t h r e a t of use of n u c l e a r v/eapons v/ould enhance the s e c u r i t y 
of such States and. develop b e t t o r understanding between the nuclear-x/eapon States 
and non-nuclear-v/eapon S t a t e s . Уе hope that the Committee v / i l l be able to f i n d 
a s o l u t i o n i n the search f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements which x/ould give more 
e x p l i c i t assurances against the use of n u c l e a r v/eapons on non-nuclear-weapon 
S t a t e s . 

¥e have c l e a r l y defined i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n the procedure and p r i o r i t i e s 
f o r the goal of disarmament, p a r t i c u l a r l y n u c l e a r disarmament, i n other v/ords the 
goal f o r the s u r v i v a l of mankind and i t s c i v i l i z a t i o n , i n the F i n a l Docuraent of 
the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the United Nations General Asserably on disarmament, and 
v/e have before t h i s Committee a range of important tasks entrusted to i t by the 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and by the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r s e s s i o n . I'/hat v/e u r g e n t l y need 
now i s to begin such n e g o t i a t i o n s v/ithout undue delay and t h e r e a f t e r d i r e c t our 
e f f o r t s tov/ards the gradual r e a l i z a t i o n o f the plan. 

My d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e s that t h i s Comraittee, v/hich has a more re p r e s e n t a t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r than i t s preceding body, t a k i n g advantage of the past l o n g experience 
of the same preceding body and having the e x i s t i n g preconditions f o r and some 
progress i n s e t t l i n g some of the i s s u e s on i t s agenda, v / i l l prove i t s r o l e most 
e f f e c t i v e i n a c h i e v i n g the o b j e c t i v e s of arms c o n t r o l and disarmament, and v/e 
hope that the r e s u l t s o f the Committee's ela.borations v / i l l malee f u r t h e r progress 
tov/ards the u l t i m a t e goal through the process of nuclear disarmament. 

The achievements on disarmament v/hich v/e are s t r i v i n g f o r w i t h a l l our 
e f f o r t s could.be, i n f a c t , a lready h a l f v/ay to v/it h i n our reach i f the mutual 
understanding and the climate of confidence among na t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y big-Pov/er 
n a t i o n s , f i n d t h e i r p o l i t i c a l v / i l l i n time. Never before has the v/orld so 
desperately needed such achievements, w i t h vi/hich i s linleed not only our very' 
s u r v i v a l but a l s o the future of our descendants. My d e l e g a t i o n v / i l l dedicate 
i t s best e f f o r t s , together v/ith a l l other p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h i s Committee, to 
pursuing -cons-truotivG approaches tov/ards those acliieveraents. 
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The CHAIEMMs I would l i k e to thanlc the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of Burma f o r h i s statement and the congratulations- he was nice enough to address 
to the Chair. 

Mr. HERDER (German Democratic R e p u b l i c ) ; May I f i r s t be permitted to 
j o i n previous spealcers i n c o n g r a t u l a t i n g you, Mr. Chairman, on your nomination 
as Chairman o f the Committee f o r the month o f February. Vie are convinced that 
given your l o n g е 2 ф е г 1 е п с е i n d e a l i n g v/ith disarmament matters as v/ell as your 
personal a b i l i t i e s , the Committee v / i l l not f a i l to undertalce great e f f o r t s from 
the very beginning o f i t s work, v/ith a viev; to reaching t a n g i b l e progress. 

The German Democratic Republic i s one of the sponsors of document C D / 4 , 

concerning n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the production of a l l types of nuclear weapons 
and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l they have been completely destroyed, 
which has been today o f f i c i a l l y submitted by the rep r e s e n t a t i v e of the USSR. 

Our d e l e g a t i o n i s of the viev/ that t h i s proposal i s i n consonance v/ith the 
request by many deleg a t i o n s , a l s o expressed i n our statement of 2 6 January 1 9 7 9 

to t l i i s Committee, to see to i t that from the very beginning the Committee should 
focus i t s a t t e n t i o n on matters of substance and, i n doing so, should concentrate, 
above a l l , on the p r o h i b i t i o n of v/eapons o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y nuclear 
v/eapons. 

An e a r l y examination of t h i s proposal by the Committee and the progress to 
be a t t a i n e d through i t s implementation represent a l o g i c a l c o r o l l a r y flov/ing 
from the F i n a l Document o f the te n t h s p e c i a l session of the United Hâtions 
General Assem.bly, devoted to disarmament, v/hich s t a t e s that at present the 
nuclear-arms race poses the greatest danger to the s u r v i v a l of manlcind, and that 
f o r t h i s reason e f f e c t i v e measures to achieve nuclear disarmament and to prevent 
a n u c l e a r v/ar are of the greatest p r i o r i t y . 

In accorda,nce v/ith t h i s p r e s s i n g c o r o l l a r y , the member States of the 
Vfarsav/ Treatj/ underlined i n the D e c l a r a t i o n of 2 3 November 1 9 7 8 t h e i r unreserved 
w i l l i n g n e s s "... to reach agreement v/ithout f u r t h e r delay on the beginning of 
t a l k s on these questions, vrith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l n u c l e a r Powers, and not 
onl y of those Povrers, The sooner a s p e c i f i c date i s f i x e d f o r such t a l l : s the 
b e t t e r . " 

l/hat i s , i n the f i r s t p l a c e , the meaning o f the proposal submitted i n 
document C D / A , as vre see i t ? 
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F i r s t l y , the i n i t i a t i o n o f n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the production of 
a l l types of n u c l e a r weapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k - p i l e s u n t i l 
they have been completely destroyed would represent an important step towards 
a fundamental t u r n i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the c e s s a t i o n of the arms race. This 
step would mark the t r a n s i t i o n from goodwill d e c l a r a t i o n s to p r a c t i c a l measures, 
v;hich are indispensable f o r h a l t i n g the nuclear-arms race. 

Secondly, the implementation of the proposal vrould correspond to the 
requirement contained i n a r t i c l e V I of the Treaty on the H o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
Huclear Weapons, vrhich reads that "Each o f the P a r t i e s to the Treaty undertakes 
to pursue n e g o t i a t i o n s i n good f a i t h on e f f e c t i v e measures r e l a t i n g to 
c e s s a t i o n of the n u c l e a r arms race at an e a r l y date and to n u c l e a r disarmament 
Thus, t h i s vrould c o n t r i b u t e to strengthening -the regime o f the n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n 
of nuclear vreapons. 

T h i r d l y , s u c c e s s f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of 
nucl e a r vreapons vrould l e a d to th^e use of enormous energy resources e x c l u s i v e l y 
f o r the purposes o f peaceful development of mankind and not f o r i t s a n n i h i l a t i o n . 
T l i i s vrould meet our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to guarantee henceforth the use of 
important primary m a t e r i a l s f o r t a c k l i n g the urgent economic tasks of the f u t u r e . 

The c o n s i s t e n t commitment of the German Democratic Eepublic to reaching 
complete d e s t r u c t i o n of nuc l e a r vreapons, becomes even more evident i f one talces 
i n t o account her p o l i t i c a l and geograplxLual s i t u a t i o n i n the centre of Europe. 
As i s w e l l knovm, Europe has the g r e a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of n u c l e a r vreapons. 
According to the i n f o r m a t i o n provided by d i f f e r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t e s , a 
t o t a l of more than 1 0 , 0 0 0 nuclear vreapons a r e - s a i d to e x i s t i n t l i i s area on both 
sides of the e x i s t i n g m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s . 

Is i t not obvious under those circumstances that the c e s s a t i o n of the 
nuclear-arms race has become a question of death o r l i f e f o r the peoples and 
States i n t h i s region? 

In l a r g e parts of A s i a , too, nuc l e a r weapons are i n c r e a s i n g l y s t o c k p i l e d , 
and i t i s v r e l l kno\m that a c e r t a i n A f r i c a n State has been e x e r t i n g f o r some 
years great e f f o r t s to take possession of those weapons. 
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Consequently, n e g o t i a t i o n s betxreen a l l nuclear-weetpon States on the 
complete d e s t r u c t i o n of a l l types of n u c l e a r weapons ha.ve become a p r e s s i n g 
need of the pres-.nt time. 

The advantages of the proposal submitted by seven s o c i a l i s t States 
on i n i t i a t i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of a l l types of 
n u c l e a r weapons are obvious. The proposal i s simple, c l e a r and evident. 
I t contains no p r e c o n d i t i o n s . I t does not im.pede i n any way other n e g o t i a t i o n s 
h e l d at present on d i f f e r e n t aspects of the l i m i t a t i o n or rediuction of nuclear 
armaments. I t s purpose i s to generate a process that would u l t i m a t e l y l e a d 
to the p r o h i b i t i o n and d e s t r u c t i o n of a l l nuclear weapons. The f l e x i b l e approach 
to the subject i s to be underlined. This a l s o concerns the diegree of 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l nuclear-weapon States i n the measures to be agreed 
upon at each stage of nuclear d.isa-rmament. Those measures should be based on 
the p r i n c i p l e of undiminished s e c u r i t y o f a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s at a lower m i l i t a r y 
l e v e l , as the f i n a l document of the t e n t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n underlined e x p r e s s i v e l y . 
The envisaged stage-by-stage n u c l e a r disarmament w i l l a l low a l l nuclear-weapon 
Powers to p a r t i c i p a t e from the very beginning i n the proposed n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

The d e l e g a t i o n of the German Democratic Republic i s conscious of the 
complexity of r e a c l i i n g agreement on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of nuclear 
vreapons and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . Great e f f o r t s and p r i m a r i l y p o l i t i c a l 
w i l l i n g n e s s of a l l those p a r t i c i p a t i n g x r i l l be necessary. 

I t i s encouraging that many S t a t e s , among them nuclear-vreapon States and 
non-nuclear-vreapon S t a t e s , members of m i l i t a r y a l l i a n c e s ana n o n - a l l i e d S t a t e s , 
have u n d e r l i n e d i n the course of the exchange of v i e w s h e l d i n the Committee the 
urgent and t o p i c a l need of i n t r o d u c i n g raeasures to h a l t the nuclear arms race. 
Thus, a good b a s i s i s l a i d f o r s t a r t i n g immediately d i s c u s s i o n of -the submitted 
proposal i n the Comraittee, 

The d e l e g a t i o n of the German Democratic Re p u b l i c i s confident that the 
proposal to i n i t i a t e n e g c t i a t i o n s on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of a l l 
types o f n u c l e a r x-reapons v r i l l meet vrith a broad support. Our delegation expects 
the d i s c u s s i o n on bhis problem to talce i t s appropriate place i n the future 
a c t i v i t y of the Committee. 
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The СНАЗШГАЖ; I thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
German Democratic Repuhlic f o r the good wishes which he conveyed to me as Chairman, 

Mr, РЕД1 (Netherlands)s On behalf of the Netherlands d e l e g a t i o n I should 
l i k e to express our great s a t i s f a c t i o n that you, S i r , w i l l be guiding our work 
during the f i r s t f u l l month of tho CD. This \ / i l l be a c r u c i a l month; and we have 
no doubt that your very able and experienced guidance w i l l be d e c i s i v e i n making 
t h i s f i r s t f u l l month of the CD a success. You can count on the support of the 
Netherlands d e l e g a t i o n . 

U i t h your permission, I should l i k e to take t h i s o p portunity to introduce 
f o r m a l l y a working document from my delegation on chemical weapons. The paper 
contains some suggestions on how the Committee on Disarmament could a c t u a l l y s t a r t 
s e r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s on a t r e a t y on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production 
and s t o c k p i l i n g of chemical weapons, and on t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . 

In the past, s e v e r a l methods were t r i e d i n order to come to g r i p s w i t h the 
complex C1-/-issue, Apart from numerous working d o c u m e n t s — m a i n l y on s p e c i f i c 
p r o b l e m s — the CCD h e l d s e v e r a l i n f o r m a l meetings w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of experts. 
These meetings were h e l p f u l i n c l a r i f y i n g p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e s , but i t would seem that 
we have come to the end of the road w i t h t h i s k i n d of unstructured meetings, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of our experiences of l a s t year. 

S e v e r a l delegations a l s o introduced d r a f t t r e a t i e s , covering the whole 
CVJ-field. The advantage of considering a d r a f t t r e a t y as a whole was, o f course, 
t h a t one could i n t e r r e l a t e the d i f f e r e n t rssues i n v o l v e d , but the d i s c u s s i o n a l s o 
became more complex. Moreover, those d r a f t s d i d not provide the b a s i s f o r 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , because of pending or ongoing b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s and because 
c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s had problems vfith p a r t s of those d r a f t s . 

During the l a s t few years, the general approach has t h e r e f o r e been: l e t us 
vjait f o r the announced i n i t i a t i v e of the United States and the Soviet Union. ¥e 
consider and w e s h a l l continue +o consider stich an i n i t i a t i v e to be of paramount 
importance and we s t r o n g l y hope that i t w i l l be r e a l i z e d reasonably soon. However, 
i t i s a l s o c l e a r that t a l k s i n t h i s Committee on the CV question have been blocked 
f o r some time because of those ongoing b i l a t e r a l t a l k s . 

\/e do not thinlc t h a t t h i s i s necessary. As e x p l a i n e d i n our paper, the 
Committee could w e l l s t a r t work on the CW problem p a r a l l e l to the b i l a t e r a l e f f o r t s . 
I n f a c t , we b e l i e v e , the tvro p a r a l l e l approaches could c r o s s - f e r t i l i z e each other. 
This i s the more so since the CVJ problem i s not a t y p i c a l b i l a t e r a l a f f a i r , as my 
d e l e g a t i o n has remarked s e v e r a l times i n the Committee. 



CD/PV-8 
22 

(Mr. F e i n , Ifetherlands) 

Although we r e a l i z e that on c e r t a i n important p o i n t s d i f f e r e n t views e x i s t i n 
the Committee, we a l s o have the impression that on many other questions views are 
not very apart oi- are even i d e n t i c a l . However, the Committee never t r i e d to 
i d e n t i f y the p o i n t s of agreement. Our suggestion i s to work out, m e t h o d o l o g i c a l l y , 
step hy step, the framexrork f o r a b a s i s f o r an agreement, v;hich i n the end would 
l e a d to a t r e a t y on chemical weapons. 

Уе could s t a r t our vrork i n general terms. For example, the Committee could 
take up again a \rarking pa.per introduced by a number of members of the Group of 
F i f t e e n o f the CCD, docviment CCD/4OO of 2 6 A p r i l 1 5 7 3 . I n t h i s paper some general 
p r i n c i p l e s f o r a С1/ t r e a t y were expressed. The Committee could then decide to d r a f t 
a nev; v e r s i o n of a paper, a paper which would s t i p u l a t e the general p r i n c i p l e s f o r 
the t r e a t y we are t r y i n g to achieve. 

This f i r s t stage of TOiting a r a t h e r general paper could be f i n i s h e d at the 
end of our s p r i n g s e s s i o n . The Committee could then decide how to proceed. The 
Committee as a whole could t r y to r e f i n e the paper or i t could set up d i f f e r e n t 
t e c h n i c a l o r n o n - t e c h n i c a l working groups to s e t t l e c e r t a i n i s s u e s i n d e t a i l . 
H o p e f u l l y , a more r e f i n e d paper could be agreed upon towards the end of the зшшпег 
se s s i o n , a l l o w i n g us to present a s u b s t a n t i a l b a s i s f o r the t r e a t y to the 
U n i t e d Nations General Assembly. At the General Assembly, a l l Members of the 
United Nations would have an opportunity to express t h e i r views on the o u t l i n e of 
the agreement. Depending on the progress made, the Committee on Disarmament could 
decide when the time seems r i p e to work out the t r e a t y i t s e l f . The t r e a t y t e x t 
would probably f o l l o w e a s i l y from the d e t a i l e d o u t l i n e . 

The advantage of such a procedure i s that the Committee can b u i l d up, step by 
step, the b a s i s f o r an agreement without l o s i n g s i g h t of the d i f f e r e n t r e l a t e d 
i s s u e s i n v o l v e d . The procedure we suggest i s , of course, i n no way intended to 
i n t e r f e r e w i t h other a c t i v i t i e s aimed at c l a r i f y i n g c e r t a i n s p e c i a l problems, such 
as the most important "workshops" organized by the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany and 
the U n i t e d Kingdom, an i n i t i a t i v e t hat wo havb h i g h l y prais^c: some d?.ys ago. On the 
contrary, those workshops w i l l undoubtedly be of great help i n c l a r i f y i n g some 
important problems. 

1/e hope that the members of the Committee w i l l give serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n to 
our suggestion, v/hich i s meant to help i n t a c k l i n g one of the disarmament areas 
v/hich has been mentioned by many members of the Committee as urgent and important, 
i n f a c t by the v/orld community as a v/hole. I may r e f e r to paragraph 7 5 of the 
F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on disarmament, v/hich s t a t e s ; "The complete 
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and e f f e c t i v e p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production and s t o c l ^ i l i n g of a l l 
chemical weapons and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n represent one of the most urgent measures 
of disarmament. Consequently, tho сопс1ел1оп of a convention-to t h i s end, on which 
n e g o t i a t i o n s have been going on f o r s e v e r a l years, i s one of the most urgent tasks 
of m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . " 

At the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, a r e s o l u t i o n m s adopted, 
А/БЕЗ/33/59 A, on 14 December 1978, w h i c h , i n operative paragraph 3, s t a t e s ! 
"Requests the Committee on Disarmament, as a matter of high p r i o r i t y , to undertake, 
at the beginning of i t s 1979 s e s s i o n , n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a viev; to e l a b o r a t i n g an 
agreement on e f f e c t i v e measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, production 
and s t o c l c p i l i n g of a l l chemical v/eapons and f o r - t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n , t a k i n g i n t o 
accovmt a l l e x i s t i n g proposals and f u t u r e i n i t i a t i v e s . " 

The CHAIffl-IAN! I thanlc the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Netherlands 
f o r the generous v/ords he addressed to me. 

Mr. TERREFE ( E t h i o p i a ) : Mr. Chairman, l e t me f i r s t of a l l a s s o c i a t e 
myself v/ith the previous speakers v/ho d i r e c t e d to you expressions o f g r a t i t u d e f o r 
what you are t r y i n g to do here. I f e e l that the E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n i s i n a 
p o s i t i o n to assure you the gr e a t e s t support and co-operation i n v/hat you are doing, 
and has f u l l confidence i n your demonstxated c a p a b i l i t y and t a c t v/hen dea l i n g w i t h 
disa2cmament questions. 

The E t h i o p i a n D e l e g a t i o n has given serious thought to the working document C D / 4 

and has l i s t e n e d c a r e f u l l y to the statements j u s t made by a number of ambassadors 
v/ho spoke before me. A f t e r the l u c i d i n t r o d u c t o r y statement made by the 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d ambassador of the USSR, there i s h a r d l y anything I can add as to the 
importance and t i m e l i n e s s of the document. Indeed, v/e are g r a t e f u l to a l l the 
sponsors of the document, f o r v/e f e e l i t j u s t i f i a b l y draws the a t t e n t i o n , of the 
Committee on Disarmament to one of the m.ost important d e c i s i o n s of the tenth 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 

Paragraph 50 of the P i n a l Document c a l l e d f o r urgent n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r 
agreement i n a t l e a s t three areas: c e s s a t i o n of the q u a l i t a t i v e improvement and 
development of nuclear-v/eapon systems; c e s s a t i o n of the production of a l l types 
of n u c l e a r weapons and t h e i r means of d e l i v e r y ; a comprehensive, phased programme 
v/ith agreed time-framos, f o r p r o g r e s s i v e and balanced r e d u c t i o n of s t o c k p i l e s of 
nuc l e a r v/eo.pons and. t h e i r means of d e l i v e r y . 
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R e s o l u t i o n 33/71 H, which v a s adopted hy an overv/helming m a j o r i t y of Members 
of the United Nations, i n c l u d i n g 32 member States of the Committee on Disarmament, 
has -"^rged a l l nuclear-weapon States to proceed to c o n s u l t a t i o n s regarding an e a r l y 
i n i t i a t i o n of urgent n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a view to a c h i e v i n g the three o b j e c t i v e s 
mentioned above. 

The proposal of the Soviet Union and s i x other S o c i a l i s t States that 
preparatory c o n s u l t a t i o n s should be h e l d , v/it h i n the framevrork of the Committee on 
Disarmament, f o r preparing n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the production of a l l types of 
n u c l e a r v/eapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l they are completely 
destroyed, has a sound base. The proposal a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t s the desire of a 
l a r g e number of S t a t e s , i n c l u d i n g E t h i o p i a , v/hich both at the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n 
of the General Assembly and the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r session i n s i s t e d that the 
c e s s a t i o n of the p r o d u c t i o n of nuclear v/eapons and t h e i r gradual e l i m i n a t i o n from 
the a r s e n a l s of v/ar should be considered by the Committee on Disarmament at the 
e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date and as a p r i o r i t y . 

T his move towards a concrete n u c l e a r disarmament programme, i n our view, i s 
the k i n d of p o l i t i c a l v / i l l that most of the States r e f e r r e d to i n t h e i r opening 
statements i n t h i s Committee. The E t h i o p i a n d e l e g a t i o n v/ould l i k e to express i t s 
strong desire that the Committee on Disarmament should consider at the e a r l i e s t 
time the proposals contained i n document CD/4. We on our part v / i l l give i t , w i t h 
other members of the Committee, the a t t e n t i o n t h a t i t deserves, so that the 
proposed c o n s u l t a t i o n s and n e g o t i a t i o n s on the subject can take place e a r l y i n 1979* 

The С Н А Ж Ш Т ; I thanlc the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of E t h i o p i a f o r h i s statement 
and f o r h i s very v/arm words of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n v/hich he was k i n d enough to address 
to me, 

Mr. TORRAS (Cuba) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish): Mr, Chairman, as I talce the 
f l o o r f o r the f i r s t time vmder your chairmanship, I should l i k e to devote my f i r s t 
v/ords to t e l l i n g you what store our d e l e g a t i o n sets by your experience, v/hich v / i l l 
be of great value to the Vi/ork of the Committee, added to the f a c t that you are a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of one of our L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s , 

I asked f o r the f l o o r to express my delegation's support f o r the proposal 
introduced t h i s morning by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Soviet Union, on behalf of the 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , I s h a l l not repeat the arguments as to i t s t i m e l i n e s s and 
v a l u e , f o r they have a l r e a d y been rehearsed and they are s e l f - e v i d e n t , since the 
p r o p o s a l represents an attempt to set on f o o t the n e g o t i a t i o n s r e l a t i n g to the 
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o b j e c t i v e s to which p r i o r i t y w a s assigned by the tenth s p e c i a l general session of 
the General Assembly of the United Hâtions devoted to disarmament and by i t s 
t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r s e s s i o n , those o b j e c t i v e s being to put an end to the t e s t i n g 
and manufacture of n u c l e a r weapons and f i n a l l y to ensure t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . To the 
importance of such a step f o r the maintenance of v/orld peace i s added, f o r the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , the p o s s i b i l i t y that the astronomic funds thus f r e e d might be 
devoted to development a s s i s t a n c e . 

In a d d i t i o n to t h i s general observation, I v/ish to r e f e r to t w o f e a t u r e s of 
the proposal v/hich are very important to my country as to many other c o u n t r i e s . 

The f i r s t r e l a t e s to the statement t h a t ; "Agreement on t h i s important problem 
can be reached o n l y provided there i s s t r i c t observance of the p r i n c i p l e of the 
i n v i o l a b i l i t y of the s e c u r i t y of States and the i n t e r e s t s of peace throughout the 
world." F o r Cuba, v/hich i s s t i l l being svxbjected to a p o l i c y of aggression to 
which I have a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d , t h i s p r i n c i p l e i s of great importance, because, 
hov/ever important disarmament measures may be f o r a l l c o i m t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g my own, 
they cannot be r e a l i z e d without t a k i n g i n t o account the s e c u r i t y of States and 
e s t a b l i s h i n g peace throughout the v/orld — v/hich i s i n the i n t e r e s t s of a l l n a t i o n s . 

The second fe a t u r e to v/hich I v/ish to r e f e r i s that the e l a b o r a t i o n and 
implementation of measures i n the f i e l d of n u c l e a r disarmament should be accompanied 
by an extension of the guarantees of s e c u r i t y f o r a l l S t a t e s , or, i n other words, 
t h a t gradvoal progress towards n u c l e a r disarmament should be combined v/ith the 
p r o g r e s s i v e strengthening of s e c u r i t y f o r a l l , v/ithout there being any need.for the 
l a t t e r to wait u n t i l the former has been achieved. 

F o r a l l these reasons, we b e l i e v e that the Committee should d i s c u s s t h i s 
p r oposal at tho e a r l i e s t opportunity. 

This morning a l s o , proposals v/ere submitted r e l a t i n g to chemical weapons, 
proposals on v/hich we cannot yet express any o p i n i o n since we have not had time to 
analyse them, but v/hich deserve the Committee's a t t e n t i o n on account of the 
importance of the s u b j e c t . 

The СНАШ-1АН; I v/ould l i k e to thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d Ambassador of 
Cuba f o r h i s statement and f o r h i s k i n d words extended to me. 

Me have had, t h i s morning, the formal i n t r o d u c t i o n of working dociaaents C D / 4 , 
co-sponsored by B u l g a r i a , Czechoslovakia, German Democratic R e p u b l i c , Himgary, 
Mongolia, Poland and the Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s and C D / 6 , sponsored 
by the d e l e g a t i o n of the Netherlands. Working document C D / 5 , sponsored by I t a l y , 
v/as a l s o c i r c u l a t e d . 
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Members of the Committee w i l l r e c a l l t h a t , at отдг l a s t meeting, we agreed that 
i f time were a v a i l a b l e we might use i t immediately a f t e r the formal meeting by 
h o l d i n g an informal.meeting i n order to have a f i r s t p r e l i m i n a r y exchange of views 
on the v a r i o u s aspects which r e l a t e to our work. I t would appear that i n view of 
the somewhat l a t e hour t h i s meeting could not be s t a r t e d and completed t h i s 
morning. From c e r t a i n c o n s u l t a t i o n s that I have had w i t h v a r i o u s delegations i t 
would appear that the other p o s s i b i l i t y , which was that of having an i n f o r m a l 
meeting t h i s afternoon, or even perhaps tomorrow morming, w i l l not be s u i t a b l e as 
there are groups of dele g a t i o n s which are p u t t i n g t h e i r time to good use i n order 
to complete c e r t a i n d r a f t s on our r u l e s of procedure. Under these circumstances, 
I t h i n k that experience has shown i n the past that time could be b e t t e r used i f 
these delegations vrere to have t h i s afternoon and tomorrov: morning a v a i l a b l e to 
complete t h e i r vrork and t h e r e f o r e be i n a b e t t e r p o s i t i o n to h o l d the exchange of 
views to Vihich I r e f e r r e d . I f there vrere no o b j e c t i o n s t o t h i s from members of the 
Committee, I vrould t h e r e f o r e suggest that v/e have our next formal meeting on 
Thursday, 8 Pebruary, at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. As vra,s the case envisaged f o r today, i f we 
were to have time immediately a f t e r the formal meeting, then vre v/ould convert our 
meeting i n t o an i n f o r m a l meeting i n order to h o l d the s a i d f i r s t p r e l i m i n a r y 
exchange of vievjs. Otherv/ise, i f necessary, vre could e i t h e r continue the i n f o r m a l 
meeting, or s t a r t i t Thursday afternoon. I f there are no o b j e c t i o n s I v / i l l ргевше 
that the suggestion of the C h a i r meets v/ith the approval of the members of the 
Committee. 

I t was so decided. 

The CHAIBMAN; At the same time, I v/ould l i k e to urge delegations that 
are v/orking a c t i v e l y and i n t e n s i v e l y on the p r e p a r a t i o n of d r a f t s to c a r r y out the 
t a s k as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e so t h a t v/e may f u l f i l the programme of v/ork that I have 
submitted to the Committee. From a f i r s t exajnination of the v a r i o u s i n f o r m a l d r a f t s 
that have been c i r c u l a t e d , i t would appear that there are no insurmountable 
d i f f e r e n c e s among these t e x t s ; t h i s would enable the Committee to adopt i t s r u l e s 
of procedure promptly. № a t i s of the utmost importance i s that i n these i n f o r m a l 
meetings we agree on the method that i s to be follov/ed f o r the treatment of the 
v a r i o u s documents and so t h a t , as a consequence of t h i s , v/e could f i n d a u n i f i e d 
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c r i t e r i o n and f i n a l l y adopt our r u l e s of procedure. I v/ould therefore svaggest 
that the u s e f u l contacts that have heen made during the past fev/ days should 
continue so that we v / i l l he ahle to r a p i d l y complete our x/ork i n the i n f o r m a l 
meeting v/hich v / i l l take place a f t e r the formal meeting on Thtirsday. I f there are 
no other comments from del e g a t i o n s , I v / i l l adjourn the meeting. 

Our meeting v / i l l take place on Thursday, 8 February, at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. i n t h i s 
room. The meeting stands adjourned. 

The meeting rose at 1 2 noon. 
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A l g e r i a ; 

Argentin a ; 

A u s t r a l i a ; 

BelgiuGi ! 

B r a z i l : 

B u l g a r i a ; 

Burraa; 

Canada ; 

CuBa : 

Czechoslovakia : 
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PEESEIIT AT THE TABLE 

¡ir. A. BEHSï-IAIL 
i l r . H. ICEPLROULI 

l i r . D.C. 0RTI3 EE ROZAS 
IJr. P .J. DAVILii 
l i r . A.H. 1I0LTE1ÍI 

U r . L.D. mOIISOH 
l i s . M.S. UICIŒS 

I'lr. P. HOTEEDAEME 
Mr. P. BERG 
Mr. G. VAN DUYSE 

Mr. G.A. MACIEL 
•Mr. A. CELSO DE OTIRO PRETO-

Il r . P. VOUTOV 
Mr, I . SOTIROV 

и TUEIN AUHG 
и THíiUlTG НТШ-Т 

Mr. R. HARRY JAY 
Mr. J.T. SniilRD 

Ihr. L. SOIA VILA 
Mrs. V.B. JACKIH/ICH 

Vir. II. RUZEK 
I-h-. V. TYL1\TER 
Mr, J . JIRUSEK 

Mr. 0. Eb-Sm\PEI 
l i r . M. EL-Bû iPùlDEI 
Mr. H. PAHI'ÎY 

E t h i o p i a ; Mr. T. TERREPE 
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li e . Б. DU'LCGVILDE 
.•Jr. J.-C ..ШЖ 

German Democratic Republic; l b . G. HERDER 
Mr. S, ICAHÎ̂I 
I-Ьч И„ G^^CZYHRHI 

Germany, F e d e r a l Republic of s Иг. G. PPEIPPER 
I'tr. J . РОНЫ'ШЗН 
Иг. H, IIHLLER 

Hungary s Их. H. DOHOKOS 
lür. С. GYORPPy 
Mr. A. LAJGITOS 

b i d i a s Mr. C.R. Gm\REIŒAH 
I'lr. S.T. DEVARE 
Mr, S. SABHARWAL 

Indonesias Mr, A. KAMIL 
Mr„ M- ЗБ)Ж 
Иг. I . DAI'ÎAHIK 

I r a n s Mr, IL PARTASH 
Mr. D. C H I M T Ï 
Mr- D, AMERI 

I t a l y s Mr. H. DP DERI\ÍARDO 
Mr, II. HOREHO 
Иг, С, FPJ>TESCHI 

Japan; Mr. ц, OGISO 
Mr. T. HOHOYAI"ffi. 
Иг. T, ША1Ш11 

Kenya ; Mr. C. GâTERE М Ш А 
Иг. G.H, IIHHIU 
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Il o n g o l i a ; 

Ilorocco ; 

Netherlands ; 

N i g e r i a ; 

Paid, s tan; 

Peru; 

Poland{ 

Ronania; 

S r i Lanka; 

Sweden ; 

Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c s ; 

I'h?. A. GARCIA ROBLES 
Iliso A. CABlïETvA 

iJr . D. .ERDEIBILEG 
I'Ir., L . BAYART 

lîr. A . SKALLI 

îlr. S.I-I. RAHtlALI 

l i r . A. BEïï BOUCHTA 

lîr. l i . CHTÍAIBI 

lîr. R . H . РЕЛЧ 
lîr. A.J. blEEEBURG 

lîr. Т.О. OLUIÎOKO 

l'îr. II, AIOÎAII 

l i r . J , AUEICH IIONTERO 

I-tr, B. SUJIÍA 
r i r . H. PAC 
Iîr. S. Koimc 

Iîr. II. KRUCZYK: 
I l r . B. RUSSBI 

I'Ir. G. ENE 
lîr. T. liELËSCANU 

Iîr. I.B. PONSEIiil 

Iîr. C. LIDGARD 
Iîr. S. STROIIBACK 

l'ir. V.L, ISSRAELYAN 
Iîr. Y.K, NAZARICIN 
I l r . A,M. VAVILOV 
Iîr. E.D. ZAITSEV 
Iîr. A . I . TIOURENICOV 
îîr. V.A. VERTOGRADOV 
îh-. II. G. ANTIUiamî 
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United Kingdoni; 

United States of America; 

Venezuela; 

Yu g o s l a v i a ; 

Z a i r e г 

I-Ir. I.H. líARSHALL 
P.ÍI.VÍ. PRAirciS 

I-ir. A.S. PJSHER 
líe. C. РШ'ЛЗЕЕЕ 
Mr. A. AIÍALOVSICY 
Mr. M.L. SANCHES 
Mr. C. BAY 

Mr. A.R. TAYIHARDAT 
I'ir. H. ARIEAGA 
Miss D. SZOKOLOCZI 
Mrs. R. LISBOA DE MECER 

Mr. M. VRHÜlffiC 
Mr. M. MIHAJLOVIC 
I'Jr. D. DJOKIC 

Mr. M. ESUIC 

A s s i s t a n t Secretary-General Mr* R. BJORI^^ERSIEDT 
f o r Disarmament; 
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№ . GHAPuDIfl-IAF ( i n d i a ) î № . Ghairnan, since t h i s i s the f i r s t time that 
I am t a k i n g the f l o o r d u r i n g the 1979 session of the Comnittee on Disarmament, 
I would l i k e to extend to you, on behalf of my d e l e g a t i o n , our c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on 
your assumption of the chairmanship of the Committee f o r t h i s month. Being 
p e r s o n a l l y f a m i l i a r with your s k i l l s i n the a r t of d i p l o m a t i c n e g o t i a t i o n s , as 
w e l l as with your immense experience i n the f i e l d of disarmament, I am convinced 
beyond, any doubt that you w i l l succeed i n l e a d i n g the Committee to a s o l u t i o n of 
the simple yet s u b s t a n t i a l issues which the Committee v i l l be d e a l i n g w i t h during 
the next few weeks. You can r e s t assured of the f u l l co-operation of my 
d e l e g a t i o n i n your task. 

I should a l s o l i k e to express the g r a t i t u d e of my d e l e g a t i o n to 
His E x c e l l e n c y № . B o u t e f l i k a , the d i s t i n g u i s h e d Poreign №nister of A l g e r i a , f o r 
h i s i n t e r e s t i n our work, which he manifested by p e r s o n a l l y p r e s i d i n g over our 
inaugural s e s s i o n and f o r h i s i n s p i r i n g opening address. 

As we begin our work f o r the current year, I would l i k e to extend our greetings 
to a l l the d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t i o n s i n the Committee. I t might not be 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r mie to extend, a s p e c i a l word of welcome to the delegations of 
those countries which are t a k i n g p a r t i n m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s 
f o r the f i r s t time. Уе are glad to see the Prench d e l e g a t i o n seated w i t h us at 
t h i s t a b l e and look forward to concrete c o n t r i b u t i o n s from i t i n the achievement 
of our o b j e c t i v e s . VJe hope that the Chinese d e l e g a t i o n w i l l a l s o occupy i t s 
r i g h t f u l place i r the Committee at an e a r l y date. 

I'fy- d e l e g a t i o n i s of the view that i;e should t r y to complete without undue 
delay the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of procedural matters. I r e a l i z e , of course, that some 
of these sub j e c t s , f o r example the p r e p a r a t i o n of the agenda of the Committee, are 
not p u r e l y p r o c e d u r a l ; i n f a c t , they have a f a i r l y l a r g e substantive content. 
Nevertheless, \ie b e l i e v e that we need not devote too much time to the e l a b o r a t i o n 
and adoption of the r u l e s of procedure or to the e l a b o r a t i o n and adoption of the 
agenda. This i s a n e g o t i a t i n g body, and. by n e g o t i a t i o n s my d e l e g a t i o n d,oes not 
have i n mind n e g o t i a t i o n s on procedural matters. Me would be more f a i t h f u l to 
our mandate i f we were to get down to n e g o t i a t i n g substa.ntive i s s u e s of 
disarmament at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date. Por t h i s reason, my d e l e g a t i o n w i l l 
adopt a very f l e x i b l e and co-operative a t t i t u d e on the procedural questions 
before us. 
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% d e l e g a t i o n welcomes the b u s i n e s s l i k e atmosphere that has p r e v a i l e d i n 
the Committee since the s t a r t of our work t h i s year. Despite the f a c t that we 
s t i l l do not have agreed r u l e s of procedure or an agenda, d i s c u s s i o n on substantive 
matters has already begun. We appreciate the c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by s o c i a l i s t 
d e l e g a t i o n s as w e l l as by the delegations of I t a l y and the lletherlands, which 
have already introduced working papers on very important s u b j e c t s . 

As regard.s the agenda of the Committee, my d e l e g a t i o n shares the views of 
those d e l e g a t i o n s , most of which have been expressed only i n f o r m a l l y so f a r , that 
the Committee might have two kinds of a g e n d a — one a general or comprehensive 
agenda víhich x/ould, d e f i n e the terras of reference o r competence or mandate of 
the Committee, and the other l i s t i n g s p e c i f i c items which would be taken up during 
the course of our annual sessions. The annual agenda or programme of work would 
n e c e s s a r i l y have to be prepared at the beginning of every year whereas the broad 
or comprehensive agenda would be v a l i d f o r a longer period of time. N a t u r a l l y , 
i t would be f u l l y w i t h i n the competence of the Committee to make any changes i n 
the comprehensive agenda any time i t f i n d s i t necessary to do so. As regard.s the 
annual agenda, my de l e g a t i o n f e e l s that y e w i l l have to take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
f i r s t of a l l the recommendations of the General Assembly. Any item which the 
General Assembly has s p e c i f i c a l l y requested the Committee to examine and to 
re p o r t upon should be included i n the annual agend,a. In a d d i t i o n , other items 
could be included a f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n s among members. In the l i g h t of what I have 
j u s t s t a t e d , I would l i k e to i n d i c a t e the items, i n order of t h e i r p r i o r i t y , vrhich 
my d e l e g a t i o n f e e l s should be included i n the agenda of the 1979 s e s s i o n . 

The highest p r i o r i t y f o r t h i s year should undeniably be accorded to the 
long-pending qviestion of a comprehensive test-ban t r e a t y . R e s o l u t i o n 35/71 

requests the Committee to undertake, at i t s f i r s t s e s s ion, i n January 1979, on 
a p r i o r i t y b a s i s , n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of 
nuclear-weapon t e s t s . R e s o l u t i o n ЗЗ/бО imparts even greater urgency to t h i s 
question and. requests the Committee "to take up immediately the agreed t e x t 
res- u l t i n g from the n e g o t i a t i o n s r e f e r r e d to i n paragraph 5 above with a view to the 
submission as soon as p o s s i b l e of a d r a f t t r e a t y , which w i l l a t t r a c t the widest 
p o s s i b l e adherence, to a resuiaed t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly.". 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d members w i l l r e c a l l t h a t the General Assembly had expressed the 
hope at i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d session, i n 1977, that a d r a f t t r e a t y on CTB would be 
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f i n a l i z e d i n time f o r the s p e c i a l session devoted to disarmament. Regrettably, 
n e a r l y one year has elapsed since that deadline, and r e s u l t s of the t r i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s appear to be novrhere i n s i g h t . Fsy d e l e g a t i o n expresses i t s deep 
disappointment at the slow pace of n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s s u b j e c t , Ue are 
of course aware that the i s s u e i s complex. However, v e b e l i e v e that the most 
important f a c t o r at the present stage of n e g o t i a t i o n s i s what we a l l r e f e r to as 
the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of the n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i e s . I t i s oui" hope that the remaining 
o b s t a c l e s w i l l be resolved before long, and the d r a f t of a CTB t r e a t y brought to 
the Committee f o r о thorough examination before we adjourn the fi3»st part of our 
s e s s i o n . I f the remaining d i f f e r e n c e s are r e a l l y minor, even though important, 
my d e l e g a t i o n i s corrfident that the c o l l e c t i v e wisdom of a l l the other members 
of the Committee w i l l show some concrete ways to overcome them, A j o i n t 
statement on behalf of the three n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t n e r s , e x p l a i n i n g i n d e t a i l the 
present s i t u a t i o n , together w i t h the nature of t h e i r d i f f i c u l t i e s , would g r e a t l y 
a s s i s t the Committee i n c a r r y i n g out i t s task under t h i s very important item, V/e 
hope that such a statement w i l l be forthcoming s h o r t l y , 

V/hile I am on the subject of CTB, I would l i k e to remind the members of the 
Committee, p a r t i c u l a r l y the nuclear-weapon States, of r e s o l u t i o n З З / ? ! С, adopted 
by the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , on a moratoriimi on n u c l e a r -
weapon t e s t i n g . That r e s o l u t i o n , which was co-sponsored by as many as 
3 4 d e l e g a t i o n s and which was adopted with a m a j o r i t y of 1 3 0 d e l e g a t i o n s , has one 
simple operative naragraph, which reads; " C a l l s upon a l l S t a t e s , i n i p a r t i c u l a r a l l 
the nuclear-weapon States, pending the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban 
t r e a t y , to r e f r a i n from conducting any t e s t i n g of nuclear weapons and other 
n u c l e a r e x p l o s i v e devices.". V/e were very much encouraged that one of the most 
Important nuclear-weapon States voted i n favour of the r e s o l u t i o n . The very f a c t 
that three nuclear-weapon States have been a c t i v e l y engaged i n reaching agreement 
on a comprehensive t e s t ban suggests that they have come to the conclusion.^ that 
they do not need to carry out any more nucleor-weapon t e s t s f o r t h e i r s e c u r i t y . 
Under the circumstances, my d e l e g a t i o n cannot understand what o b j e c t i o n the 
c o u n t r i e s concerned can have to a moratorium. Indeed, an iimnediate announcement 
by the nuclear-weapon States of a moratorium on t h e i r t e s t progi-ammes would act 
as a groat encouragement to the work of our Coimïiittec. I should emphasize that 
the appeal of the General Assembly f o r a moratoriimi i s addressed to a l l the 
nuclear-vieapon S t a t e s . The urgent appeal of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should 
be heeded. 



C!D/PV.9 

9 

(№. Gharakhan, India) 

The next item on our agenda f o r the current session should he the p r o h i b i t i o n 
of the development, production and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l chemical weapons and the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of t l e i r e x i s t i n g s t o c k p i l e s The General Assembly i n i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 33/59 A has s p e c i f i c a l l y requested the Committee, as a matter of high 
p r i o r i t y , to undertake n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s subject at the beginning of the 
1979 s e s s i o n and to r e p o r t on the r e s u l t s of i t s n e g o t i a t i o n s to the General Assembly 
at i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n . This item has a l s o been the subject of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s over the past s e v e r a l years. The expectations of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community were aroused a f t e r the Vladivostok Agreement between the Heads of State 
of the United States and the Soviet Union, and p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the commencement 
of t h e i r b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s i n 1977' Щг d e l e g a t i o n has the f e e l i n g , though 
we would be extremely happy i f we viere v/rong, that the b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
chemical v/eapons have slowed-down-since about the middle of l a s t year, ¥e 
should redouble our e f f o r t s d u r i n g the current year- so that these h o r r i b l e and 
inhuman weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n are eliminated f o r a l l time to come as soon 
as p o s s i b l e . The subject i s exceedingly complex i n view of the s e c u r i t y as w e l l 
as commercial i n t e r e s t s involved.. However, no i s s u e can defy f o r too l o n g human 
in g e n u i t y . Here again, the other members of the Committee would c e r t a i n l y be 
i n a p o s i t i o n to help the n e g o t i a t i n g States i n f i n d i n g v;ays and means of 
overcoming t h e i r e x i s t i n g d i f f e r e n c e s . The delegations of the Hetherlands and 
I t a l y have made very h e l p f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n s on t h i s subject through t h e i r 
working papers, documents CD/6 and СБ/З r e s p e c t i v e l y . ¥e f i n d that the 
two papers have some f e a t u r e s i n coimnon, p a r t i c u l a r l y the suggestion to prepare 
a "general paper" suggested by the Hetherlands d e l e g a t i o n or a " p o s i t i o n paper" 
proposed by the I t a l i a n d e l e g a t i o n . 

The t h i r d item v/hich we would suggest f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the agenda f o r 1979 

i s the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufacture of nev/ types of weapons of 
mass •d.estruction and new systems of such weapons. R e s o l u t i o n Ho, ЗЗ/бб A of the 
General Assembly has s p e c i f i c a l l y asked the Committee to pursue i t s examination 
of the subject, v/ith any appropriate expert a s s i s t a n c e , and to report thereon to 
the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h session. R e s o l u t i o n Ho. ЗЗ/бб В of the 
General Assembly has a l s o requested the Committee a c t i v e l y to continue 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on the subject and to r e p o r t thereon to the General Assembly at i t s 
t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n . I t seems to us, t h e r e f o r e , that the Coimnittee should 
i n c l u d e t h i s item on i t s agenda -for 1979» ' Hov/ever, both these r e s o l u t i o n s l a y 
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doxm that the Comraittee should continue n e g o t i a t i o n s on the subject " i n the l i g h t 
of i t s e x i s t i n g p r i o r i t i e s " . I t i s f o r t h i s reason bhat my d e l e g a t i o n has 
mentioned t h i s item a f t e r the items r e l a t i n g to CTB and CV/. 

There i s yet another subject which the General Assembly has asked the 
Committee to take up during 1 9 7 9 snd to report on to the General Assembly at i t s 
t h i r t y - f o t i r t h s e s s ion, namely, con c l u s i o n of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the 
strengthening of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear-weapon States. The 
General Assem.bly adopbed two r e s o l u t i o n s , s p e c i f i c a l l y on bhis subject. However, 
there i s another r e s o l u t i o n which Mas co-sponsored by os many as 3 4 d e l e g a t i o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g 1 3 members of t h i s Comm-ittee, and which v/as approved by an 
overwhelming m a j o r i t y . I r e f e r to r e s o l u t i o n Ho. 5 3 / 7 1 В, i n which the Assembly 
declared that the use of nuc l e a r weapons v;oiild be a v i o l a t i o n of the Charter of 
the United Ifetions and a crime against htimanity, and, t h e r e f o r e , the use of 
nu c l e a r weapons should be p r o h i b i t e d pending nuclear disarmament. In that same 
r e s o l u t i o n , the General Assembly has requested a l l States, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
nuclear-weapon States, to submit to the Secretary-General before the 
t h i r t y - f o u r t h s e s s i o n proposals concerning non-use of nuclear v;eapons, avoidance 
of nuclear war and r e l a t e d matters i n order that the question of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
convention or some other agreement on the subject may be discussed at that 
s e s s i o n . The subject of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention or some other agreement 
on the non-use of nuclear weapons i s c l o s e l y linîced to the question of strengthening 
the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear-vieapon States since the only e f f e c t i v e and l a s t i n g 
guarantee against nuclear v;eapons i s an u n c o n d i t i o n a l undertaking by tho 
nuclear-v/eapon States not to use such v/eapons against any country under any 
circumstances. The d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Czechoslovakia, 
Ambassador Ruzek, i n h i s statement on 1 February, q u i t e r i g h t l y stated that 
nuclear vieapons are the main th r e a t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y of nations 
and t h a t , i n t e r . a l i a , i t i s necessary to p r o h i b i t the use of nuclear vieapons. 
He added that n e g o t i a t i o n s on general and complete nuclear disarmament, on the 
permanent p r o h i b i t i o n of tlie use of nuclear v/eapons as w e l l as on the non-use of 
f o r c e or th r e a t of f o r c e , shotild begin as soon as p o s s i b l e . An undei'taking not 
to use nuclear weapons would have the a d d i t i o n a l merit of g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t i n g 
e a r l y agreement on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of nuclear v;eapons, t h e i r 
gradual r e d u c t i o n and eventual .elimination w i t h i n agreed time-frames — an 
o b j e c t i v e v;hich i s shared by everybod.y, i n c l u d i n g , I b e l i e v e , the nuclear-i/eapon 
States themselves. 
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I have attempted, i n my statement so f a r to give an i n d i c a t i o n of the items, i n 
the order of t h e i r p r i o r i t y , which we f e e l ought to be included i n the agenda of the 
c u r r e n t session, N a t i r r a l l y , there are several other questions which are important 
i n themselves which the Coimnittee ought to take up f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , I f time 
permits, and i f one i s to take on o p t L m i s t i c view of t h i n g s , vie could at a l a t e r 
date add. some items to our agenda i n a d d i t i o n to those suggested by me above. 
There might perhaps be some questions which are more r i p e f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s than 
those mentioned above. For example, the b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on r a d , i o l o g i c a l 
weapons might r e s u l t i n an e a r l y d r a f t agreement on the subject. I f that were 
the case, my d e l e g a t i o n f o r one would not object to i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the 
Committee as and. when such a d r a f t becaaie a v a i l a b l e . The General Assembly a l s o 
adopted r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 9 1 H on the i n i t i a t i v e of Canada, i n which i t requested the 
Committee, at an appropriate stage of i t s p u r s u i t of proposals contained i n the 
Programme of A c t i o n adopted by the tenth s p e c i a l session, to consid.er u r g e n t l y the 
question of an adequately v e r i f i e d c e s s a t i o n and p r o h i b i t i o n of the production of 
f i s s i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r weapons purposes, and. to keep the General Assembly informed 
of the progress of that c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Without going i n t o the substance of the 
proposal at t h i s stage, I i/ould merely suggest that we keep i t i n mind f o r p o s s i b l e 
i n c l u s i o n i n tho agenda of a f u t u r e session of tho Committee, depending on the 
quantum of our work and. the p r i o r i t i e s assigned by the General Assembly. 

I'ly d e l e g a t i o n has studied w i t h great i n t e r e s t the v.'orking paper contained i n 
document CD/4 presented by the delegations of B u l g a r i a , Czechoslovakia, the 
Germ^an Democratic Republic, Hungary, Ilongolia, Poland and the USSR, e n t i t l e d 
"Hegotiatiens on ending the production of a l l types of nuclear weapons and g r a d u a l l y 
reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l they have been completely destroyed",. We a l s o 
l i s t e n e d a t t e n t i v e l y to the statement made by the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the USSR, Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n , on б Pebruary i n t r o d u c i n g t h i s document. We 
welcome the c a t e g o r i c urgency and l i r i o r i t y which the s o c i a l i s t d.elegations have 
thus emphasized, f o r nuclear disarmament. I ]presume that the o b j e c t i v e of the 
s o c i a l i s t delegations i s to i n i t i a t e the urgent n e g o t i a t i o n s r e f e r r e d to i n 
paragraph 5 0 of the F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament. 
I f the subject of the n e g o t i a t i o n s i s going to be the ending of the prod.uction of 
a l l types of nuclear weapons and the gradual r e d u c t i o n of t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s u n t i l 
they have been completely destroyed, my d e l e g a t i o n suggests that the s t a r t i n g point 
of the n e g o t i a t i o n s should be an immediate c e s s a t i o n or f r e e z e i n the prod.uction of 
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n u c l e a r weapons. Document CD/4 , as w e l l as the i n t r o d u c t o r y statement of 
Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n , have made references to the various stages i n vihich the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s would be c a r r i e d out. However, there i s no reference to the agreed 
time-frames s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned i n paragraph 50 of the F i n a l Docvmient. 
Perhaps t h i s i s an overs i g h t and could be r e c t i f i e d . Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n a l s o 
spoke i n h i s statement about the d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of arsenals of i n d i v i d u a l 
n u c l e a r Pov/ers. I viould appreciate i f some f u r t h e r explanation about the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the l e v e l s of nuclear arsenals v/ere given to us. 
Is the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Soviet Union suggesting that the 
nuclear-weapon States v/hose nuclear arsenals are smaller than those of the 
United States and Soviet Union need not be associated with the n e g o t i a t i o n s from 
the very beginning? Fiy delegôtion agrees that the p r i n c i p l e of undiminished 
s e c u r i t y of States should be observed. However, i t i s p r e c i s e l y the p r a c t i c a l 
a p p l i c a t i o n of t h i s p r i n c i p l e v/hich has come i n the way of nuclear disarmament 
so f a r . \'/hile not o b j e c t i o n a b l e as an a b s t r a c t p r i n c i p l e , i t has been used 
p r i m a r i l y to feed, the nuclear-arms race so f a r , because i t has been made 
synonymous with the other concept, namely, the d o c t r i n e of nuclear deterrence. 
I t i s our hope that a l l these f a c t o r s would a l s o be taken i n t o account during 
f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s proposal. 

There are c e r t a i n subjects which my d e l e g a t i o n f e e l s are not appropriate f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n the agenda of the current s e s s i o n i indeed, we doubt v/hether they 
should be included i n the agenda of the Committee at a l l . One such subject i s 
the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones. The subject has already been 
studied i n great d e t a i l by an expert group of the Conference of the Committee on 
Disarmament i n 1975, snd the r e p o r t of the expert group was taken note of and 
commended by the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t i e t h s ession. I vrould not take the 
time of the Committee by r e f e r r i n g i n d e t a i l to the views of my d e l e g a t i o n on t h i s 
q u estion, since they were c l e a r l y and unambiguously expressed at the s p e c i a l s e ssion 
of the General Assembly l a s t year, and subsequently at the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l a r 
s e s s i o n . 

In t h i s statement, I have attempted to o u t l i n e the general views of my 
de l e g a t i o n regarding the agenda f o r the 1979 s e s s i o n of the Committee, as a l s o on 
some of the substantive matters i n v o l v e d . ¥¡y d e l e g a t i o n would n a t u r a l l y take the 
f l o o r again as and v/hen v;e consider i t appropriate, to express our vievis on the 
substantive as v/ell as the procedural questions that come up i n the ensuing weeks. 
I would l i k e to pledge, once again, the co-operation of the Indian d e l e g a t i o n w i t h 
a l l those d e l e g a t i o n s v/hich arc i n t e r e s t e d i n ensuring that the Gomittee s t a r t s 
i t s substantive vrork without delay. 
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III-. DOMOKOS (Hungary) ï In the course of the opening meetings of our 
Committee, numerous heads of delegations have explained the p o s i t i o n s of t h e i r 
Governments on the t i m e l y and urgent tasks of disarmament. In my turn I would 
l i l c e to do the sa,me, to taJce account of the tasks of the Comraittee and to 
ex p l a i n how my del e g a t i o n t h i n k s of the ways of l i v i n g up to the expectations 
towards our Committee. 

Before doing so, i t i s ray pleasant duty to s t a r t my f i r s t o f f i c i a l 
statement i n t h i s session v/ith v/elcoming the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
those States v/hich r e c e n t l y j o i n e d our Committee, namely the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Cuba, Prance, Indonesia, Kenya, S r i Lanka and 
Venezuela. \/e cons i d e r e s p e c i a l l y important the presence of Prance i n the 
Committee and express our hope that merahership v / i l l soon be complete as 
compared to the membership envisaged i n paragraph 120 of the P i n a l Document of 
the s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly devoted to disarraament. I t vrould 
be d e s i r a b l e that the People's Republic of China should c o n t r i b u t e to the 
success of disarraament n e g o t i a t i o n s i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e way. 

I talce t h i s opportunity v/ith pleasure to welcome you, Ilr. Chairman, i n the 
c h a i r of t h i s Committee. Your able and experienced chairmanship can be of 
p i o n e e r i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e i n g u i d i n g the f u t u r e v/ork of the Committee. 

Numerous p o l i t i c a l analyses examined the c l o s e and interdependent r e l a t i o n s 
between disarmanent and the shaping of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n d u r i n g the 
recent years. I t v/as duly emphasized by many of our colleagues i n the opening 
phase of the proceedings of the CD that f u r t h e r deepening of dótente i s 
hampered by the l a c k of s u b s t a n t i a l advance i n the f i e l d of disarmaraent, i n 
h a l t i n g the q u a l i t a t i v e and q u a n t i t a t i v e arms raroe. 

The av/a,reness i s more and more evident that disarmament has become a 
pr e c o n d i t i o n to keeping up and broadening the co-operation among peoples and 
nat i o n s . 

The D e c l a r a t i o n issued by the l a t e s t session of the P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Committee of the State liembers of the Warsav/ Treaty s t a t e s ; "The greate s t 
danger t h r e a t e n i n g peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , detente, the 
independence, economic and s o c i a l progress of peoples i s the c o n t i n u a t i o n of 
the arms race, the increase of i t s paroe and dimensions". 

Guided by the s p i r i t of t h i s D e c l a r a t i o n , States members of the 
liarsav/ Treaty have put forv/ard. numerous concrete proposals to solve substantive 
disarmament i s s u e s , to promote disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s and to vrork out concrete 
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disarmanent agreements. The proposais of the Moscow D e c l a r a t i o n of- •'-
23 Hovember 197Q "i"© manifold. The most c i g n i f i c a n t of them are those aimed at 
ending the production of a l l types of nu c l e a r vreapons and reducing t h e i r 
s t o c k p i l e s v m t i l t h e i r complete e l i m i n a t i o n . The common proposal b y a number of 
s o c i a l i s t - c o u n t r i e s , put forv/ard i n working paper CD/4 of 1 February 1979» ̂ ras 
conceived i n t h i s very s p i r i t . L a t e r i n my statement, I irould l i k e to r e t u r n 
to i t i n a more d e t a i l e d maniier. 

There i s a common understanding i n United Nations c i r c l e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n 
our Committee, that the key-element of a more dynamic advance i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament i s the r e l a t i o n s of the tvro greatest Povrers, the USSPi and the 
United S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the r e s u l t s of t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s . Tlie s u c c e s s f u l 
outcome of the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the l i m i t a t i o n of s t r a t e g i c armaments, Imo-in as 
SALT i r , are of d e c i s i v e importance even v r i t l i i n t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p . That i s why 
v/e f o l l o v / x/ i t l i s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t the outcome of these n e g o t i a t i o n s , the 
s u c c e s s f u l accomplisliment of xrtiich may be the s t a r t i n g - p o i n t of f u r t h e r 
n e g o t i a t i o n s of even g r e a t e r importance, and i t v/ould beyond doubt have a f e r t i l e 
i n f l u e n c e on n e g o t i a t i o n s b e i n g conducted i n other f i e l d s , i n c l u d i n g our 
Committee. 

A f t e r these-fex/ i n t r o d u c t o r y remarks of a general character, I v/ould l i l c e 
to t urn to the concrete tasks and problems standing before our Committee, to 
express some of our views concerning c e r t a i n i s s u e s of substance, a v o i d i n g to 
give a. complete c h e c k - l i s t of a l l the disa,rmament subjects. 

The tasks of disarmament are immense. I t i s s u f f i c i e n t to r e f e r to the 
great number of r e s o l u t i o n s adopted by the l a t e s t session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations i n order to demonstrate the dimensions of the task. The 
v/eight of problems to be solved, together with t h e i r q u a l i t a t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 
should i n c i t e even greater e f f o r t s from the side of disarmament forums, 
i n c l u d i n g our Committee. 

l/e should attend to a l l the subjects appearing on the hea.vy a.genda of the 
disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y those v/hich are r i p e f o r s o l u t i o n and the 
settlement of x/hich can f a c i l i t a t e advance i n other f i e l d s of disarmament, 
e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or by improving the atmosphere. Along x/ith t h i s i t should be 
emphasized, too, that the p r o h i b i t i o n of v/eapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n should be 
kept i n the centre of our v/ork as a matter of high p r i o r i t y . These x/eapons 
remain to pose the greatest danger to manlcind, they are the cause of the 
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c o n t i n u a t i o n of 'the airas race, and. d.eterioration of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
atmosphere. Nuclear vreapons talco a s p e c i f i c place among the v/eapons of mass 
d e s t r u c t i o n . 

I t i s not hy chance that pai-agraph 50 of the Programme of A c t i o n of the 
P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session on disarmament c a l l s f o r urgent 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on agreements i n t h i s f i e l d . I t i s my f i r m c o n v i c t i o n that t h i s 
subject should be the f i r s t to appear on the f u t u r e agenda of the Committee, 
r e f l e c t i n g the complex character of nuclear disarma,ment, which concerns many 
other important areas. 

VJorlcing paper CD/4 presented to the Committee on 1 Pebruary 1979} of v/hich 
Hungary i s a sponsor, intends to achieve the goal set f o r t h i n the above-
mentioned paragraph of the P i n a l Document as vrell as r e s o l u t i o n 33/71 H adopted 
by the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s ession. The vrorking paper i s 
meant as an i n i t i a t i v e v/hich intends to go beyond the p r o h i b i t i o n of n u c l e a r -
v/ea.pon tests,' and i n accordance v/ith the requirements of substantive n u c l e a r 
disaimament to prepare and s t a r t n e g o t i a t i o n s on ending the production of a l l 
types of n u c l e a r v/eapons and the gradual r e d u c t i o n of t h e i r s t o c l c p i l e s u n t i l 
t h e i r complete e l i m i n a t i o n . I b e l i e v e that vrorking paper, supplemented by 
c o n s t r u c t i v e ideas and suggestions from the si d e of the delegations of the 
CD concerning the subject, preparations and methods of conducting tho 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , could s i g n i f i c a n t l y • promote the attainment of a d.ecisive 
instrument to curb and reverse the nuclear-arms race. Me consider there i s a 
b e t t e r opportunity по\/ i n the CD to achieve t h i s g o a l , since four of the f i v e 
nuclear-v/eapon States are a c t i v e l y talcing part i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s , and there 
i s a p o s s i b i l i t y of the f i f t h nuclear-wea„pon Sta t e , the 
People's Kepublic of China, join-hig the t a l k s . 

The motives and goals of the proposal have been f u l l y explained i n the 
statements made by our d i s t i n g u i s h e d colleague,Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n , 
i n t r o d u c i n g the v/orking paper at the plenary meeting of the CDlon б РеЬпгагу, 
and by s e v e r a l other r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s v/ho supported t h i s i n i t i a t i v e . I t i s my 
earnest hope t h a t , v;ith the a.ctive c o l o p e r a t i o n of the delegations here, the 
CD v / i l l be able to commence n e g o t i a t i o n s on i s s u e s of substance connected v/ith 
the proposal at i t s summer session l a t e r t h i s year. 

The complete p r o h i b i t i o n of nuc l e a r explosions i s a key-element of n u c l e a r 
disarmament. The c o n t i n u i n g nuclear-v/eapon t e s t s are conc l u s i v e proof of the 
q u a l i t a t i v e and quantita,tive development of n u c l e a r weapons, keeping them i n 
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combat i-eacliness and developing s o p h i s t i c a t e d new t j p e s of such xreapons. Only a 
comprehensive tes!-ban t r e a t y , w i t h a u n i - e r s a l adherence, r:n give us a 
guarantee of e f f i c i e n t n u c l e a r disarmament without the r i s i c of r e v e r s a l . 

P a r a l l e l w i t h measures i n the f i e l d of n u c l e a r disarmament, there i s a need 
and a good opportunity i n the Committee on Disarmament to s t a r t n e g o t i a t i o n s of 
the most concrete nature on the conclusion of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on 
the strengthening of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear States. Many of 
our colleagues i n t h e i r statements have touched upen t h i s subject e i t h e r i n i t s 
p o s i t i v e or i n i t s negative aspect. The solemn, u n i l a t e r a l d e c l a r a t i o n s given 
by the major nuclear-weapon States are en important f i r s t step aïid form a 
promising b a s i s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s . Ue admit i t i s not an easy taslc to fuse i n t o 
one l e g a l l y - b i n d i n g i n t e m a t i o n a l instrument the d i f f e r e n t l y worded d e c l a r a t i o n s 
which give assurances to d i f f e r e n t extents. However, the Committee on 
Disarmament could do a l o t to f u l f i l the request included i n r e s o l u t i o n 33/l2 of 
the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s sion of the Genera-l Assembly by s t a r t i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s on the 
b a s i s of tho d r a f t submitted by the Soviet Union on t h i s subject. 

I t i s my f i r m c o n v i c t i o n that a CTB t r e a t y , together \ r i t h an i n t e m a t i o n a l 
arrangement on the strengthening of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of non-nuclear 
S t a t e s , liould i n t h e i r f i n a l e f f e c t considerably c o n t r i b u t e to tho strengthening 
of tlie n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n rogins to which ny Government, l i l c e most States, 
a t t r i b u t e s tho greatest s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

One of the itnetances of the q u a l i t a t i ' e development of u c l e a r weapons i s 
the t h r e a t e n i n g p o s s i b i l i t y of the deployment of the neutron -sreapons. My 
d e l e g a t i o n lio,s condemned t h i s c r u e l '.reapon aiid the inhumane conception t a k i n g 
s h e l t e r behind the plan of tho use of that ггеароп on s e v e r a l occasions i n t h i s 
Committee as vrell as i n the sessions of the General Assembly, and, pointed out 
i t s dangers and senselessness from the m i l i L a r y point of vie\/ a.s x r e l l . I vrould 
l i i c e to remind the Committee a.gain t h i s time of the d r a f t t r e a t y submitted by 
the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s to the CCD, and I hope that the Committee w i l l soon 
s t a r t to vrork out an i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreement to p r o h i b i t that weapon. 

Ily d e l e g a t i o n holds that the question of the p r o h i b i t i o n of ne\r types and 
vreapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n should be given appropriate a t t e n t i o n and put on 
the agenda of the CD as an important nuesticn i n the s p i r i t of paragra^ph 7 7 

of the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session, I regre't to sa,y that 
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r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / 6 6 A and 3 adopted by the t h i r t y - t h i r d r e g u l c X session of the 
General Assembly, l i l c e i t s predecessor,. 32/04, lends i t s e l f to d i f f e r e n t 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s as to how ue ohoulci .proceed w i t h that subject. 

I t i s our f i r n opinion that the tocÎBVjl^gical ar^io race i s the phenomenon 
ox oui- days. Tb.is competition i n e v i t a b l y .leadc to the energonce of new 
weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . Tha ласк of aa i n t e r n a t i o n a l Instrument 
p r o h i b i t i n g ' the development and production of now types ox wea-pons of mass 
desti-uction nay lead to tho i m p l i c a t i o n that even i f agreements wex-e rea.chod 
i n t:i9 f i e l d of n u c l e a r and. chemico.l disamcXiont, the a.rns x-ace could spread 
c v z ' T to otjier a,raas lu'less an i r . t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t y prevents the b i r t h of new 
goneration.s of wotapons of ma.ss d e s t r u c t i o n . 

My de l e g a t i o n welcomes the b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s to be resumed soon by 
the Soviet Union and the United S t a t e s , a.nd hopes that t h i s Conmittee \.áll soon 
bo i n Fx p o s i t i o n to s t a r t n e g o t i a t i o n s on an cigreement - p r o h i b i t i n g r a d i o l o g i c a l 
\.юаропз. 

The question of the p r o h i b i t i o n of the production and s t o c k p i l i n g of 
chemicat vroapons has been d e a l t v.dth i n a. great number of r e s o l u t i o n s by the 
United Nations and by va r i o u s disanaament forums, i n c l u d i n g ours. In our 
t h i n k i n g , t h i s type of xreapon of ma„ss d e s t r u c t i o n i s e s p e c i a l l y apt to cjuick and 
easy p r o l i f e r a t i o n , since any country v t t h an adequately developed chemical 
i n d u s t r y i s capable of producing i t . Me vrelcome the b i l a t e r a l t a l k s betireon the 
USSR and. the U n i t c l States to be resumed .'.n the near f u t u r e . V/e f i r m l y b e l i e v e 
that , i n pursuance of the Geneva Convention of I 9 2 5 p r o h i b i t i n g t h e i r use, the 
production and the s t o c k p i l i n g of these vieapons v . l l l be p r o h i b i t e d , too. 

In connexion vfith the n e g o t i a t i o n s i n progi-ess and the obstacles stand.ing 
stubbornly i n t h e i r v/ay, I v/ould l i k e to dv/ell shox-tly on the issue of 
v e r i f i c a t i o n . I t i s g e n e r a l l y ]-mow\ and recognized that v e r i f i c a t i o n forms an 
oirganic and essentia.l part of a, disarmanent convention or t r e a t y , and aoll 
a x i s t i n g intex-national instriaments i n t h i s f i e l d contavin ^adequate p r o v i s i o n s 
f o i - v o r i f i c a t i o n m.ea.sures. This px-actioo of v e r i f i c a t i o n ha.s proved, i t s 
e f f i c i e n c y beyond doubt, no histanco of v i o l a t i o n of disarmament agreement has 
been discovered or reported. Nevertholess, thex-e has been r e c e n t l y a. grov/ing 
tx-end px-essing f o r excessive o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n , o r to e s t a b l i s h i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
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machineiy f o r v e r i f i c a t i o n , vdiich may e a s i l y s t a r t a l i f e independait from the 
a c t u a l disarmament agreements. This excessive pressure f o r an a.hsolu.te 
v e r i f i c a t i o n i s good only to b l o c k the via.y of important n e g o t i a t i o n s . P r e s s i n g 
f o r excessive v e r i f i c a t i o n h a i l s from s u s p i c i o n and may r a i s e s u s p i c i o n on the 
other side. liethods of v e r i f i c a t i o n based on n a t i o n a l means and supplemented 
by i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements i n mutually accepta.ble form and attached to 
concrete disarmament instruments can become an. e f f i c i e n t method of v e r i f i c a t i o n . 

F i n a l l y I would l i k e to malee a few remarks concerning the p r i n c i p l e s of 
s o l v i n g one of the most immediate tasks standing before the Committee, namely 
the e l a b o r a t i o n of the r u l e s of procedure. îîy delegation i s of the opinion 
that the e l a b o r a t i o n of the r u l e s of procedure should help the Committee to 
conduct more s u c c e s s f u l work. At the same time \re f i r m l y represent the 
o p i n i o n that we should not a t t a c h excessive s i g n i f i c a n c e to t h i s question, since 
no a c t i v i t y d i s p l a y e d i n t e c h n i c a l , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters can be a s u b s t i t u t e 
e i t h e r f o r the commitment of Governments to the cause of disarmam.ent or f o r . 
concrete disarmament measures. Consequently ме hold that the Committee should 
as soon as p o s s i b l e s t a r t and accomplish the e l a b o r a t i o n of the r u l e s of procedure-
to ensure that the Committee could commence without delay n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
substantive disarmament su.bjects. 

Accomplishing that task o u i c k l y w i l l be p o s s i b l e only i f a l l the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s talce i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the maximum extent the consensus 
embodied i n paragraph 120 of the P i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l session devoted 
to disarmament and avoid a l t e r i n g i t by u n i l a t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Another 
s t a r t i n g - p o i n t of m.y d e l e g a t i o n i s that we should avoid self-conta^ined changes 
i n the r u l e s of procedures of the Committee and f o l l o w u.nchanged the methods 
which proved themselves e f f i c i e n t i n оггг e a r l i e r p r a c t i c e . I n t h i s very s p i r i t 
d i d we p a r t i c i p a t e i n the e l a b o r a t i o n of the common d r a f t of s e v e r a l s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s , and we w i l l do our best to co-operate with a l l the delegations of 
the Committee i n f i n a l i z i n g the d r a f t as w e l l as i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
stibstantive disarmament subjects. 
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I-Ir. DI BERITARDO ( I t a l y ) ' ( t r a n s l a t e d from French) s Mr. Chairman, I shov.là 
l i k e f i r s t to associate myself w i t h a l l those who have preceded me i n welcoming 
youi" chairmanship of the work of our Committee. I have heen p e r s o n a l l y accuainted 
f o r years w i t h your ca,pacity as an ahle and well-informed diplomat, wliich you once 
more d i s p l a y e d i n f u l l measure at the'General i-ssembly's recent s p e c i a l session on 
disarmamont, when you assumed r o s p o n s i b i l i t y i n turn as Chairman of the 
Prepa,rg.tory Committee and Chairman of the Ac' Hoc Coiamittee. 

My de l e g a t i o n i s happy to have the opportunity of close c o l l a b o r a t i o n v/ith you 
i n t h i s p a r t i c i i . l a r l y s e n s i t i v e phase r f the o r g a n i a a t i o n of our fu t u r e vrork. 

My purpose today i s b r i e f l y tc introduce to the members of the Gommittee the 
v/orking document on the chemicaJ disarmament nego'fciations x/liich my delegation 
submitted on 6 Pebruary under the symbol CD/5. 

My Government has on sev e r a l occasions over the jears s t r e s s e d i t s concern, i n 
the context of an e f f e c t i v e disarmament process, f o r the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of 
chemical v/eapons. We consider i t an urgent and p r i o r i t y task. Ho one can ignore 
the f a c t that fromi every p o i n t of viev/, chemical v/eapons f a l l v / i t h i n the category 
of weapons of mass-destruction. Moreover, they are v/eapons v/hich have been amply 
t e s t e d , a c t u a l l y e x i s t i n f a r from n e g l i g i b l e q u a n t i t i e s i n the arsenals of 
c e r t a i n Pov/ers and are capable of f u r t h e r and h i g h l y d i s q u i e t i n g development. 

I n contrast to other v/ea.pon system.s, the manufacturing technology f o r chemical 
v/eapons i s not confined to a l i m i t e d number of pov/ers. Many countries have both 
the knov/ledge and the m a t e r i a l s necessary to acquire v/it h i n a r e l a t i v e l y short time 
v/eapons e x p l o i t i n g the e f f e c t of t c x i c agents, and there are, moreover, vory many 
chemical substances which could bo used f o r m i l i t a r y ipurposcs. • 

The o b l i g a l i o n upon t h i s Gomirlttee to enter promptly i n t o f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s 
on the complete p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, manufacture and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l 
chemical v/eapons, and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n , com.os to us from the fo l l o v / i n g sources; 'the 
B i o l o g i c a l Weapons Convention, v/hich most of our countries have r a t i f i e d , a r t i c l e IX 
of vrhich r e q u i r e s us to continue n e g o t i a t i o n s i n good f a i t h v/ith a. viev/ to reaching 
e a r l y agreement on e f f e c t i v e measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development, 
pro d u c t i o n and s t o c k p i l i n g of a l l chemical x/eapons and f o r t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n ; the 
recommendations i n the F i n a l Document of the General Assembly's s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , 
x/hich talce the viev/ that the p r o h i b i t i o n of such x/eapons and t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n i s 
among the most urgent of disarmament measures; and r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 5 9 adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly at i t s t l i i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , xrhich e>qpressly 
requests the Committee on Disarmament, as a matter of high p r i o r i t y , to undertalce, 
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at the beginning of i t s 1 9 7 9 s e s s i o n , n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a view t o e l a b o r a t i n g an 
agreement on e f f e c t i v e m.easures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the dê i-eT opment, production 
and s t o c k p i l i n g o" chemical weapons and f J r t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n , talcing i n t o account 
a l l e x i s t i n g proposals and f u t u r e i n i t i a t i v e s . ' 

My Government has l a t t e r l y f o l l owed w i t h a t t e n t i o n and i n hope the progress of 
the n e g o t i a t i o n s undertaJceh between the Governments of the United States of America 
and the Soviet Union w i t h a vievr to considering a j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e f o r the c o n c l u s i o n , 
as a f i r s t step, of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the most deadly and dangerous 
chemical vreapons. 

We Icnovr that some progress has been achieved. We are not imav/are, however, 
that d i f f i c u l t i e s remain and that f u r t h e r e f f o r t s v r i l l be needed to overcome va r i o u s 
o b s t a c l e s . Without vrishing to hamper the b i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s betvreen the 
United'States and the Soviet Union, but r a t h e r i n the hope of encouraging and 
f a c i l i t a t i n g them, my Government, having i n mind the above-mentioned recommendations, 
considers that our Committee v r i l l not be c a r r y i n g out i t s duty unless i t undertalces, 
vrith the despatch requested, the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s vrhich f a l l v r i t l i i n i t s 
manda.te vrith a. vievr to i d e n t i f y i n g more c l e a r l y , vrith the co-operation of a l l the 
c o u n t r i e s concemed, the d i f f i c u l t i e s vrhich s t i l l stand i n the vray of a g e n e r a l l y 
acceptable s o l u t i o n . 

That i s the aim of the proposals contained i n our vrorking paper. 
My d e l e g a t i o n considers that n e g o t i a t i o n s on the m u l t i l a t e r a l place should be 

resmned as soon as p o s s i b l e a f t e r the adoption of the agenda and the r u l e s of 
procedure, 

I n t h i s f i r s t phase, oui" Committee should resume i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the 
proposals and options already placed before the CCD, many of v/hich have only been 
s u p e r f i c i a l l y and h a s t i l y considered. That should, v/e t h i n k , make i t p o s s i b l e , f i r s t , 
to i d e n t i f y spheres of agreem.ent and disagreement and draw up an i n v e n t o r y of the 
questions and problems v/hich r e q u i r e f u r t h e r study from both the t e c h n i c a l and the 
l e g a l standpoints. 

At the same time i t might be worth-v/hile contemi)lating some i n f o r m a l meetings 
v/ith the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of experts v/ith a vievr to e v a l u a t i n g , i n t e r a l i a , the r e s u l t s 
of the "vrorkshops" planned f o r next March i n the F e d e r a l Republic of Germany and 
the United ICingdom on the problems of v e r i f i c a t i o n of the chemical-v/eapons ban. 

The conclusions of t h i s f i r s t iphase c f n e g o t i a t i o n s should be r e f l e c t e d i n a 
r e p o r t v/hich the Committee v/ould prepai'e before the end of the current s e s s i o n . 
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The next phase, vdiich might talce place at the beginning of the svimmer session, 
should i n c l u d e the estahlisliment of an ad hoc vrorking group, open to the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l the memher States and, at t h e i r i n v i t a t i o n , of other i n t e r e s t e d 
S t a t e s , w i t h a vievr to c a r e f u l and d e t a i l e d e v a l u a t i o n of the problems s t i l l 
unresolved and standing i n the way of an a^greement. 

The terms of reference of the Group, which might hav'e recourse to the assistance 
of q u a l i f i e d e:фerts, should i n c l u d e i n my delegation's vievr, tho follovrings 

(a) Form and scope of the agreement; 
(b) D e s t r u c t i o n , under appropriante s u p e r v i s i o n , of stocks of chemical vreapons, 
and p o s s i b l e conversion of the research-, production and s t o c k p i l i n g i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
f a c i l i t i e s ; 
(c) V e r i f i c a t i o n — 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e and f u n c t i o n s of an i n t e m a t i o n a l system of 
v e r i f i c a t i o n , 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n and i n t e r a c t i o n between i n t e r n a t i o n a l and n a t i o n a l approaches 
to v e r i f i c a t i o n ; - • 

(d) P o s s i b i l i t y of adopting concerted i n t e m a t i o n a l measures vrith a vievr to the 
e a r l y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of agents vrhich might be used f o r the i^urpose of chemical 
vr a r f a r e . 
That vrould be the second phase. 
At a l a t e r s t a g e v r h i c h vre hope vrould not be too long delciyed, the Committee 

might i n s t r u c t the vrorking group to proceed, t a k i n g i n t o account a l l the m a t e r i a l 
emerging from the m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s and, vre hope, from the b i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , to the pr e p a r a t i o n of the ba.sic elements of the agreement and then tc 
the d r a f t i n g of a u n i v e r s a l l y acceptable d r a f t convention. 

I n my delegation's vievr, the approach which I have j u s t o u t l i n e d , v i t h o u t 
compromising progress i n the continuing d i s c u s s i o n s on a b i l a t e r a l b a s i s , vrould 
sliovr the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community the determination of the nevr Committee on Disarmament 
to cari-y out i t s vrork vrith a f r e s h impulse and vrith the urgency i t m e r i t s . 

Those are the proposals of a. procedural nature vrhich my d e l e g a t i o n wishes to 
formulate at t h i s stage of our vrork, to t r y to i-esolve c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s v r l i c h 
might create a sense of f r u s t r a t i o n and impotence. 

These are p r e l i m i n a r j ^ proposals which my de l e g a t i o n vrould be happy to discuss 
vrith the other members of the GomimLttee. 

I n that connexion, I should l i k e to remind the Committee that the delegation of 
the Netherlands on 6 February submitted a vrorking paper on t h i s subject containing 
proposals stemming from the s.ame concerns and halving the same aim. l/e are g i v i n g 
our f u l l a t t e n t i o n to t]iose proposals. 
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Tlie CHAIBI-IAH ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spamsh); I thanlí the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of I t a l y , ihnhassadoi- D i Bernardo, f o r h i s statament, i n vrhich he has 
f o r m a l l y introduced v/orking paper СВ/з, sponsored hy h i s d e l e g a t i o n . 

I v/ould. l i k e to thanlc him, at the same time, f o r h i s k i n d uords ahout me and 
f o r h i s assurances of the continued valuable co-operation of h i s d e l e g a t i o n . 

As there are no more spealcers on the l i s t , and i f no de l e g a t i o n v/ould l i k e to 
talce the f l o o r , I uould nov/ l i k e to moice ?n announcement to the Committee. I have 
r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from the 8ecretaria,t i n keeping v/ith the terms of General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 52/715 x/hich recommends that each body meeting i n the United Nations 
should be informed a t the beginning of each session of the f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e 
f o r the meetings of t h a t body. Since I b e l i e v e that the content of t h i s l e t t e r v/ould 
be most u s e f u l to a l l memhers, I s h a l l ask the S e c r e t a r i a t to c i r c u l a t e i t to a l l 
members, i n the various languages. I see no o b j e c t i o n . 

I t v/as so decided. 

The С М Ш - Ш Т ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); As members x / i l l r e c a l l , v/e agreed 
at our l a s t form.al meeting that at the end of our formal busines s , v/e v/ould convert 
to an i n f o r m a l meeting to exchange viev/s about our f u r t h e r v/ork. 

I s h a l l t h e r e f o r e nox/ suspend the formal meeting, x/liich x / i l l be resumed at the 
end of our i n f o r m a l meeting to decide upon the date of our next plenary meeting. 

The meeting v/as suspended at 11.30 a.m. and resumed at l . l O p.m. 

The СНАИД-ШТ ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish) ; Pollov/ing an i n f o r m a l exchange of 
viev/s betv/een members of the Coimnittee, I x/ould l i k e to announce at t M s formal 
meeting that the Committee has decided to ho l d formal meetings on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, beginning at IC.30 a.m., and that no formal annoimcemonts i n t h i s respect 
x / i l l be made to the Committee members. 

Of course, i t i s understood that at any stage i n i t s x/ork the Committee may 
i t s e l f make changes i n the frequency of i t s meetings. 

I f there i s no o b j e c t i o n , x/e x / i l l adjourn the formal meeting, and i n accordance 
v/ith v/hat I have j u s t s a i d the next one x / i l l be h e l d on Tuesda„y morning, 13 February, 
at 10.30 a.m. 

I t x/as so decided. 

The meeting rose at 1.13 p.m̂ . 



Errat\mi to CD/PV.9 

A f t e r the f i r s t paragraph on page 21 of the E n g l i s h v e r s i o n of CD/PV . 9 , 

i n s e r t the f o l l o w i n g a d d i t i o n a l paragro-phs-

"The establishment of such a v/orking group vras proposed by the I t a l i e n 

d e l e g a t i o n a l r e a d y i n 1977> and our proposal was at that time supported 

by s e v e r a l delega,tions," 

T h i s erratum should therefore be i n s e r t e d at the appropriate place i n the 

P i n a l Record of the n i n t h meeting. 

GE.79-60293 
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The СНА1Ш-Ш\Г ( t r a n s l a t e d from S p a n i s h ) ; There are no spealcers " o h the 

l i s t f o r toda.y. I propose t h e r e f o r e to submit to the Committee a. d r a f t d e c i s i o n 

a.s a. consequence of the a.greement rea.ched at the i n f o r m a l meeting yesterday. The 

text w i l l he c i r c u l a t e d to delegations s h o r t l y . I t reads; 

"As a.greed i n the i n f o r m a l exchange of views among i t s members, the 

Committee decides to e s t a b l i s h an ad hoc working group, open to the 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n of any Member S t a t e , to prepare dra,ft r u l e s of procedure f o r 

the Committee. P o r t M s purpose the ad hoc vrorking group s h a l l taice accoimt 

of the v a r i o u s dra,fts c i r c u l a l e d i n f o r m a l l y , as w e l l as o f ' t h e views of 

d e l e g a l i o n s . The ad hoc working group s h a l l h o l d i t s f i r s t meeting at the 

end of t o d a y ' s p l e n a r y m e e t i n g . " 

I f there are no object ions from d e l e g a l i o n s , I s h a l l presume that t M s 

d e c i s i o n i s approved. 

It ŵ as so decided. 

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m. 
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Их. VOUTOV (Bulgaria)г Mr. Chairman, f i r s t c f a l l may I express my 
s a t i s f a c t i o n a t having the opport^лlity to make my f i r s t o f f i c i a l statement at the 
current s e s s i o n of the Committee on Disarmament under your chairmanship. -There are 
s e v e r a l reasons f o r t h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s v/e knov/ you as a d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r i e n d of the 
B u l g a r i a n people v/ho, i n your c a p a c i t y as a diplomatic r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Argentina 
i n B u l g a r i a , c o n t r i b u t e d to the rapprochement betv/een the tv/o c o u n t r i e s , and to the 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of t h e i r mutual r e l a t i o n s ; v/e knov/ very v/ell yc-ur a c t i v i t i e s as one 
of the outstanding f i g u r e s i n the United Nations f o r the past tv/o decades; v/e are 
convinced that under yo-ur able l e a d e r s h i p the Committee v / i l l succeed i n s o l v i n g 
v / i t h i n t h i s month the pending important o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters and w i l l proceed to 
d i s c u s s i o n s and n e g o t i a t i o n s on the problems of disarmament which r e q u i r e immediate 
a t t e n t i o n . 

At the same time I v/ish to congratulate the nev/ members of the Committee and 
t h e i r delegations — namely, A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , Belgium, Cuba, Prance, Indonesia, 
Kenya-, S r i Lanka and Venezuela. 'Their a s s o c i a t i o n vrith the disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s 
gives r i s e to nev/ hopes f o r more a c t i v e and f r u i t f u l work by t h i s Comimittee which i s 
i n the focus of a t t e n t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l conm.uni-ty, l o o k i n g forward to f i n d i n g 
s o l u t i o n s to the c r u c i a l problems of cur time, that i s , the h a l t i n g of the arms race 
and d e f i n i t e movement along the road to disarmament. 

Having i n mind the unquestionable p r i o r i t y of nuclear disarmament among the 
problems f a c i n g t h i s Committee, vre a t t a c h p a r t i c u l a r importance to Prance's j o i n i n g 
the disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s . B u l g a r i a n people have t r a d i t i o n a l l y f r i e n d l y t i e s w i t h 
the Prench people, and vre b e l i e v e that the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Prance i n the Committee 
on Disarmament v r i l l c o n t r i b u t e to cur vrork f o r a c h i e v i n g the l o f t y human goals 
e n t r u s t e d to us. 

I would l i k e to congratulate as w e l l the new- leaders of -fcwo of the delegations 
i n the m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s — namely, the head of the USSR 
delega-tion, Ambassador V i c t o r Levonovitch I s s r a e l y a n , well-known to a l l of us as an 
outstanding f i g u r e i n United Hâtions c i r c l e s , and the leader of the del e g a t i o n of 
Yug o s l a v i a , Amibassador Иагсо Vrhunec — and to ask them to convey oux gxeetings to 
their - pxedecessors w-ith v/hom we had a f r u i t f u l co-operation. 

I t i s well-known that -fche past year has been c h a r a c t e r i s e d by an o v e r a l l 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the e f f o r t s f o r f i n d i n g ways and methods f o r s o l v i n g the problems 
of disarmament. Por the f i r s t time i n the h i s t o r y of the United Nations, a s p e c i a l 
session on disarmament vras convened, i n -fche p r e p a r a t i o n and the sucoessf-ul oonclusion 
of w-hich you, } 1 r . Chairman, made a valu a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n , vrhich has been noted i n an 
eloquent manner by the m a j o r i t y of the preceding speakers. 
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(¡Ir. Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

The t h i r t y - t h i r d session of the General assembly accorded primary im.portance 
to the problem.s of disarnianent, underlineci by the adoption of more than 
4 0 r e s o l u t i o n s op i t s d i f f e r e n t aspects. The b i l a t e r a l , t r i l a t e r a l and 
m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s i n Geneva, Vienna and elseuhere have been continued i n 
the various f i e l d s of bhe many-sided complex — armaments, disarmament and the 
s e c u r i t y c f i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace. \'e b e l i e v e that t h i s nace w i l l be maintained i n 
the days ahead, b r i n g i n g about some meaningful r e s u l t s w i t h i n the current year. 

Adding to a l l t h i s the 17-years experience gathered by t h i s Conmiittee during 
the s e v e r a l stages of i t s e v o l u t i o n , as w e l l as the number of major i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
breaties and conventions elaborated by i t , we heve the r i g h t to m.aintain that a 
s o l i d foundation e x i s t s f o r f u r t h e r energetic and well-aim.ed a c t i o n s f o r reducing 
the danger to world peace and the danger of a n u c l e a r war above a l l . 

Me share the view ercpressed here by nany delegations that the development of 
the i n t e m a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n concerning the problems of disa,rmament i s at a very 
important stage. There are f o r c e s i n the \rorld l e d b y t h e i r e g o i s t i c , i l l - c o n c e i v e d 
i n t e r e s t s or unsound ambitions and a s p i r a t i o n s , which are t r y i n g to push t h e i r o\m 

c o u n t r i e s and others along the deadly road to an even greater i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the 
arms race and to d i v e r t the peoples from the only s e n s i b l e road which i s the road to 
détente, and thus to hamper tho e f f o r t s f o r f i n d i n g s o l u t i o n s to g l o b a l problems of 
a s o c i a l , economic and humanitarian characuor. 

In present-day i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , r e f l e c t e d i n the work of t h i s Committee 
i n the conte::t of an e s c a l a t i n g arras race, the r o l e of what i s knovra э-s the 
" p o l i t i c a l w i l l f a c t o r " comes to the f o r e f r o n t \ r i t h respect to both the States 
members of tlie Committee and to a l l non-members t l i a t p a r t i c i p a t e i n the arms race. 
Of course t h i s has a most d i r e c t bearing on a l l n u c l e a r S t a t e s . 

The People's Republic of B u l g a r i a and the other s o c i a l i s t countries members 
of the Warsaw Treaty Organization reite3:8ted again c l e a r l y , through the Moscow 
D e c l a r a t i o n of the P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e CoKimittee on 2} ITovember 1978, t h e i r 
unequivocal attachment to the cause of detente as bhe only e q u i t a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e , 
confirming t h e i r s i n c e r e wish f o r a concrete and c o n s t r u c t i v e approach towards 
disarmament. Let me quote the e v a l u a t i o n given by the President of the State 
C o u n c i l of the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a . Todor Zhivkov, v h o s t a t e d r e c e n t l y ; 

file:///rorld
file:///rith
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(Иг. Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

" S t a r t i n g from the p r i n c i p l e of eq.Ual s e c u r i t y , a p r i n c i p l e that today i s the 

only b a s i s f o r a l l f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s , the s o c i a l i s t States have once again 

proposed r e a l i s t i c \rays f o r a c h i e v i n g a brealcthrough i n the f i e l d of 

disarraament, f o r deepening the process of détente i n the name of saving our 

p l a n e t from a n u c l e a r h o l o c a u s t . Humanity should cross i n t o the t w e n t y - f i r s t 

сепЬиту i n c o n d i t i o n s of broad i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n — such i s the 

comprehensive formula of peace proposed by the Moscoxr meeting." 

Such i s the c o n s t r u c t i v e and r e a l i s t i c p o l i c y c f my country and of a l l 

c o u n t r i e s of the s o c i a l i s t community. I t has always been such, i t continues to be 

so at the present stage and i t w i l l remain the same i n the f u t u r e , f o r i t i s based 

on our i d e o l o g i c a l conceptions, on the n e c e s s i t y of peaceful coexistence among 

S t a t e s . V/e b e l i e v e that peace can be preserved and the progress of a l l n a t i o n s 

c a r r i e d f u r t h e r only through s t r e n g t h e n i n g , deepening and expanding the process of 

d é t e n t e , through the c r e a t i o n of an atmosphere of good-neighbourly r e l a t i o n s and 

g o o d v á l l , an atmosphere of s i n c e r e r e a d i n e s s to f o l l o v ; the road to disarmament. 

The e n t i r e h i s t o r y of the s o c i a l i s t community s i n c e the c r e a t i o n of the S o v i e t Union 

and the other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s i s a v a l i d proof of our c o n s i s t e n t p o l i c y of 

peace, i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding and c o - o p e r a t i o n , a p o l i c y r e j e c t i n g war as a 

method f o r s o l v i n g disputed problems, a p o l i c y denouncing the arms race and 

f a v o u r i n g general and complete disarraament. 

I t i s u n i v e r s a l l y Imovm that L e n i n , the founder of the S o v i e t S t a t e , was the 

f i r s t to define the idea of peaceful c o e x i s t e n c e | w e l l known are the utmost e f f o r t s 

of the S o v i e t Union i n the League o f N a t i o n s , here i n Geneva i n the 1 9 3 0 s , to 

prevent the Second World vJar through b u i l d i n g up a European c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y 

system i n the face of the imminent n a z i - f a s o i s t a g g r e s s i o n . I t i s a f a c t of l i f e 

that t h e ' S o v i e t U n i o n , i n d i v i d u a l l y and i n c o - o p e r a t i o n with other c o u n t r i e s , has 

made i n the years f o l l o w i n g the Second VJorld War more than 1 0 0 proposals f o r the 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n of реэ,се, f o r the s t r e n g t h e n i n g of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , f o r the 

h a l t i n g of the arms r a c e , f o r genuine disarmament. The Soviet Union and the 

s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s were the m-ain i n i t i a t o r s of the convening of the H e l s i n k i 

Conference on S e c u r i t y and Co-operation i n Europe. The i n i t i a t i v e f o r the Vienna 

t a l k s on r e d u c t i o n of armed forces and armaments i n C e n t r a l Europe i s a l s o to t h e i r 

c r e d i t . There has been no s e s s i o n of the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly or other 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l forum a t which the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s have not made, 

i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , proposals i n favour of peace, peaceful coexistence 

and disarmament. 

file:///rays
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( l l r . Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

B e g r e t t a b l y , hovever, we had to note that the l a c k - ^ o f - p o l i t i c a l w i l l i n c e r t a i n 
i n f l u e n t i a l c i r c l e s i n the West f o r f u r t h e r r e a l ste-os i n the disarmarnent f i e l d 
not onlj'' hampers serious n e g o t i a t i o n s , but pushes even higher the e s c a l a t i o n 
of the arms race. The m u l t i l a t e r a l e f f o r t s to create an appropriate atmosphere 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r a c o n s t r u c t i v o anproach to these v i t a l problems 
are being c o n s t a n t l y undermined. Ilany countrier: and nations r e c e i v e d with 
s u r p r i s e and discontent the long-term programae f o r f e v e r i s h arming of the 
NATO c o u n t r i e s , adopted i n l/achington, only 25O miles from ITew York, at bhe 
moment when the s p e c i a l session on disarmament was talcing n l a c e . This defiance 
of the profound x/isheo of humanity f o r peace and disarmament stems from the 
unliealthy and u n r e a l i s t i c dreams of i t s authors to achieve m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y , 
malcing e f f o r t s at the same time to cover them up by the myth, invented i n 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e i r Par-Eastern f o l l o \ / o r s , that a thr e a t a l l e g e d l y e x i s t s 
from the Soviet Union and s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , members of the defensive Uarsax; 
Treaty. \7e are o b l i g e d to r e c a l l the f a c t that the Warsaw Treaty Organization 
was e s t a b l i s h e d s i x years a f t e r the challenge w i t h the c r e a t i o n of NATO had 
appeared. llore than once the Warsaw Treaty has expressed i t s readiness and 
desi r e f o r a simultaneous d i s s o l u t i o n of the two m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I do 
not thinlc i t i s necessary to prove t h a t , since the production of the f i r s t 
atom bomb, the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s have been compelled to respond to the 
challenge of the West i n respect to t h e i r defence and n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , that 
i s the c r e a t i o n , p e r f e c t i o n and p r o d i i c t i o n of modern weapons. For, as the 
lead e r of the Soviet State, Leonid Brezhnev, has declared, i t i s unthinlcable 
that c o u n t r i e s whose sec u r i t j r i s endangered by the h e c t i c armament of others 
should s i t i d l e , and nobody should expect them to. 

The People's Republic of B u l g a r i a f u l l y shares the o p i n i o n of the p r e v a i l i n g 
p a r t of the \7orld p u b l i c that there i s no time to lose i n the f i e l d of disarmament, 
s t a r t i n g f i r s t of a l l by t a k i n g the necessary steps i n r e l a t i o n to the most 
h o r r i b l e vi/eapons, nuclear weapons. I t i s time to give up the o l d conceptions of 
domination and m i l i t a r y supremacy. As st a t e d by the l i i n i s t e r of Poreign A f f a i r s 
of the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a , P e t a r l-ELadenov, at the t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n 
of the General Assembly; 

" I t would be necessary to do away once and f o r a l l w i t h the a n a c h r o n i s t i c 
p a t t e r n of thinieing i n respect of the questions of peace and s e c u r i t y , as 
w e l l as the out-moded stereotypes brotight to l i f e by the i n e r t i a of the past 
and based on the n o t i o n of m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y . There can be no doubt of 
the f a c t that the p o l i c y of the p o s i t i o n of strength does not correspond to 
the r e a l i t i e s of the present-day xjorld. " 

file:///7orld
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(Иг. Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

Taking a l l t h i s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n ^ the B u l g a r i a n d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y suhscrihes 

to the suggestion expressed here by a number o f delegations to proceed as soon 

as p o s s i b l e to concrete matters s t a r t i n g from the most important and urgent 

q u e s t i o n s . T h i s would be f u l l y i n accordance with the P i n a l Document o f the 

S p e c i a l S e s s i o n v/hich c h a r a c t e r i z e d the Committee on Disarmament as a 

" n e g o t i a t i n g body". 

We are faced by a number o f s i g n i f i c a n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters, as v/ell — 

the adoption o f the agenda, the r u l e s o f procedure and the o r g a n i z a t i o n of our 

vrork. We b e l i e v e t h a t , v/ith goodv/ill and mutual understanding, agreement on 

these matters c o u l d be reached very soon, as you, F i r . Chairman, have a l s o noted. 

Though important, o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters are s t i l l only an instriiment f o r 

a c h i e v i n g our main o b j e c t i v e s and t a s k s . They should not d i v e r t ' our a t t e n t i o n 

f o r any c o n s i d e r a b l e time. As to the agenda, v/e b e l i e v e that i t should be a 

comprehensive one, while at the same time v/e are to s e l e c t the most p r e s s i n g and 

important problems f o r d i s c u s s i o n and s o l u t i o n v/ithin a c e r t a i n p e r i o d . On the 

b a s i s of the agenda o f the p r e v i o u s m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , the 

r e s o l u t i o n s of the C-eneral Assembly and the p r o p o s a l s of the members o f t h i s 

Committee, v/e c o n s i d e r that a comprehensive agenda of the Coimnittee may i n c l u d e 

the fol lov/ing main problems i n the disarmament f i e l d : 

- c e s s a t i o n o f the p r o d u c t i o n o f n u c l e a r weapons and g r a d u a l r e d u c t i o n o f 

t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s i 

- g e n e r a l а^Л complete c e s s a t i o n of n u c l e a r v/eapon teobs; 

- s t r e n g t h e n i n g of guarantees o f the secvirity of the n o n - n u c l e a r S t a t e s ; 

- p r o h i b i t i o n o f neutron v/eapons; 

- p r o h i b i t i o n o f -chemical weapons; 

- p r o h i b i t i o n of the development o f new tj^pes and systems of v/eapons o f 

mass â.estruction, i n c l u d i n g r a d i o l o g i c a l v/eapons; 

- r e d u c t i o n o f conventional armaments and armed f o r c e s ; 

- r e d u c t i o n o f m i l i t a r y budgets; 

- f u r t h e r measures aimed at preventing an arms race on the sea-bed and 

ocean f l o o r and the s u b s o i l thereof; 

- p r o h i b i t i o n o r r e s t r i c t i o n o f the use o f s p e c i f i c conventional vreapons; 

- e l a b o r a t i o n of a comprehensive prograime f o r disarmamont; 

- g e n e r a l and complete disarmament. 
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(Mr. Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

I would l i k e to d ^ j o l l upon the concrete and immediate tasks c o n f r o n t i n g our 
Committee. As I have already mentioned, the greatest danger to peace i s posed hy 
n u c l e a r weapons. Being a co-sponsor of the new i n i t i a t i v e of the Soviet Union to 
begin n e g o t i a t i o n s on the c e s s a t i o n of the production of nuclear weapons and the 
gradual r e d u c t i o n of t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s (document CD//;), our d e l e g a t i o n i s deeply 
convinced that t h i s i s the most f e a s i b l e way to curb d r a s t i c a l l y the nuclea,r arms 
ra ce . 

The essence and the p r a c t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the idea have been so 
c o n v i n c i n g l y presented by the head of the Soviet d e l e g a t i o n , the d i s t i n g u i s h e d ' 
Ambassador Issre.elyan, that I do not t h i n k i t necessary to elaborate on them i n 
d e t a i l . Vie b e l i e v e that i n accordance w i t h the o p i n i o n expressed by the m a j o r i t y 
of the d e l e g a t i o n s , s t r e s s i n g the p r i o r i t y chax-acter of n u c l e a r disarmament measures, 
the i n i t i a t i v e of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s w i l l be favoura,bly received by the 
Committee and we could sta,rt i t s p r a c t i c a l r e a l i z a t i o n as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
A c t u a l l y , vre are asked to do so both i n paragraph 5 ^ of the Pine.l Document of the 
S p e c i a l Session and i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3 3 / 7 1 H, vrhich urges the 
e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e beginning of c o n s u l t a t i o n s betvreen a l l n u c l e a r States vrith a vievr 
to p u t t i n g an end to the arms race i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r f i e l d . 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n of the working document of the s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s on 
problems of n u c l e a r disarmament i s a l o g i c a l continviation of the ceaseless e f f o r t s 
of the s o c i a l i s t covmtrieo — and the Soviet Union above гЛ1 — on t h i s question, 
s t a r t i n g from the Gromyko P l a n introduced i n I 9 4 6 i n the United Nations Atomic 
Energy Coimnission and l e a d i n g up to the proposals put forvrard by Leonid Brezhnev 
on 2 November 1 5 7 7 concerning the siraultaneou.s c e s s a t i o n of production of n u c l e a r 
vreapons — atomic, thermo-nuclear or neutron — by a l l S t a t e s . 

In my c a p a c i t y as Permanent Representative of the People's Republic of 
Bulgaria, to the United Nations i n Nevr York f o r a number of years i n the l a t e 1 9 5 0 s > 

I had the opportunity of vritnessing the negative and f a r - r e a c h i n g consequences 
r e s u l t i n g from the unfavourable a t t i t u d e of the Uest tovrards the Soviet proposals 
f o r 3. r a d i c a l s o l u t i o n of the nviclear vreapons problem. V/e should ask ourselves the 
question — hovr vrould the vrorld liave looked today had n u c l e a r \-reapons been nipped i n 
the bud and had humanity been spared the economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l impact of 
the n u c l e a r arms race? Not to say anything of the atomic tragedy of the Japanese 
people I 
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(Иг. Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

That i s vrhy we must not give u p . Ue should do e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e to put a 

h a l t to the n u c l e a r arms race and proceed to the gradual e l i m i n a t i o n of n u c l e a r 

weapons, as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

The B u l g a r i a n d e l e g a t i o n considers that document CD/4 i s presented to the r i g h t 

addressee, that i s the Committee on Disarmament. There are here a l l necessary 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s , i f a l l n u c l e a r Pov/ers are going to p a r t i c i p a t e . At the 

same time there are other a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s as v/ell as the readiness to 

hear other p r o p o s a l s . That i s why our d e l e g a t i o n i s a p p e a l i n g f o r a most considerate 

a t t i t u d e to\rards the c o n s u l t a t i o n s and the p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r such n e g o t i a t i o n s , v;ith 

a view to s t a r t i n g them as soon as p o s s i b l e v/hile i t i s not too l a t e . 

In t h i s connexion, our d e l e g a t i o n v/ould l i k e to note that there are other 

urgent matters on which h i s t o r y teaches us not to drag our feet — t h i s a p p l i e s f o r 

instance to n u c l e a r neutron \/eapons. The s o c i a l i s t c o i m t r i e s are p r o p o s i n g through 

t h e i r d r a f t convention of 9 l'ïsrch l a s t year to ban those weapons afc t h i s stage 

before they have entered m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l s . 

Another important and concrete task on v/hich the Committee can and should b e g i n 

v/ork i s the e l a b o r a t i o n of the future i n t e r n a t i o n a l convention on the strengthening 

of guarantees of the s e c u r i t y of n o n - n u c l e a r S t a t e s , on the b a s i s of General Assembly 

r e s o l u t i o n 33/72. Thus v/e v/ould c o n t r i b u t e to the confirmation of the p r i n c i p l e of 

the non-use of force i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , and v/ould make more meaningful the 

n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n régime i n the v/orld. Уе f u l l y share the o p i n i o n of the 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , W x . Kurt Waldheim,' contained i n h i s 

important messg,ge to the Committee, that such a convention would be an important 

element of s t a b i l i t y i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s with b e n e f i c i a l e f f e c t s upon other 

disarmament que st i o n s . 

One extremely s i g n i f i c a n t matter that the Committee faces i s the question of 

the p r o h i b i t i o n of the development and manufacture of nevr types and systems of 

v/eapons o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n . We are n o t i n g v/ith s a t i s f a x t i o n that the t\/o Pov/ers 

n e g o t i a t i n g outside the Committee a.re soon to resume t h e i r n e g o t i a t i o n s on 

r a d i o l o g i c a l v/eapons. Hov/ever, I should not f a i l to r e a f f i r m our c o n v i c t i o n that 

t h i s problem should be d e a l t with r a d i c a l l j ' by concluding an a l l - e m b r a c i n g agreement. 

That i s v/hy the B u l g a r i a n d e l e g a t i o n i s f i r m l y on the s ide of the i n c r e a s i n g 

number of States that favour the comprehensive approach. 
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( l i r . Voutov, B u l g a r i a ) 

¥e appreciate the d i f f i c u l t i e s and the complicated matters i n the t r i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s between the USSR, the Uni t e d States of America and the United Kingdom 
i n t h e i r e f f o r t to produce a j o i n t d r a f t agreement on the general and complete 
c e s s a t i o n of nuclear-weapon t e s t s , and i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s between the USSR and. 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s of iunerica on the d r a f t convention to ban completely chemical 
weapons. Having i n mind, however, that the s o l v i n g of these, problems i s h i g h l y 
important, we would l i k e to b e l i e v e t h a t the concerted e f f o r t s w i l l b r i n g p o s i t i v e 
r e s u l t s and the Committee w i l l talce up the d i s c u s s i o n on the d r a f t s i n due time. 

The B u l g a r i a n people, together w i t h the peoples of the whole world, аг/aits w i t h 
great i n t e r e s t and hope the forthcoming c o n c l u s i o n of SALT I I , which w i l l be a boost 
and encouragement to n e g o t i a t i o n s i n the other f i e l d s of disarmament, 

Mr. Chairman, i n conclusion I would l i l c e t o express the hope f o r a quick 
s o l u t i o n to the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l matters i n the Committee and f o r the beginning of 
genuine n e g o t i a t i o n s on the problems of disarmament, v i t a l to the f u t u r e of humanity. 
May I assure you and a l l d i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t i o n s that the B u l g a r i a n d e l e g a t i o n w i l l 
make i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n and w i l l do everything p o s s i b l e f o r c r e a t i v e and c o n s t r u c t i v e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i n t h i s Committee. 

Tlie CHAIRMAH ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish) ; How I should l i k e to di s c u s s 
another s u b j e c t . 

On 15 August 19785 the Ad Hoc Group of s e i s m o l o g i c a l experts submitted a s i x t h 
progress r e p o r t (cCD/576). In the r e p o r t , the Group suggested, i n t e r a l i a , that a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of WIO be i n v i t e d by the Conference to p a r t i c i p a t e i n f o r m a l l y i n the 
work of the Group i n r e l a t i o n to the transmàssion of data through the "WMO 
communication network. The Group a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a d r a f t agenda f o r i t s seventh and 
eigh t h sessions t e n t a t i v e l y to be convened at the end of February and the end of 
A p r i l 1979, r e s p e c t i v e l y . In p a r t i c u l a r , the Group suggested, subject to approval by 
the Conference, that i t s seventh s e s s i o n be h e l d from 19 February to 2 March 1979. 

Subsequently, the Conference took note of the progress r e p o r t ; agreed that the work 
of the Group should be continued! decided to include the r e p o r t i n the Committee's 
r e p o r t to the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n ; agreed to i n v i t e a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of M'lO to p a r t i c i p a t e i n f o r m a l l y i n the work of the Group; and 
expressed the hope that the above-mentioned arrangements would be continued under 
the Committee on Disarmament, the f u t u r e n e g o t i a t i n g body. 
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(Tlie Chairman) 

I have conducted i n f o r m a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s on the l a t t e r question and I found 

g e n e r a l agreement that these arrangements should be maintained. At the same time 

I a l s o found general agreement that the Group, which i s open to a l l members of the 

Committee on Disarmament, should remain open to States not members of the Committee. 

I f there i s no o b j e c t i o n , we could then take note c f those arrangements, as w e l l as 

of the g e n e r a l f e e l i n g that wider p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Ad Hoc Group would be d e s i r a b l e . 

I f there i s no o b j e c t i o n , i t i s so d e c i d e d . 

I t w a s so d e c i d e d . 

I'lr. ESÏÏK ( Z a i r e ) ( t r a n s l a t e d from P r e n c h ) ; Excuse me f o r t a k i n g the f l o o r 

i n so impromptu a manner but, s ince many delegat ions w i l l perhaps be l e a v i n g the 

conference room to d e a l w i t h other t a s k s , I would l i k e to inform the Group of 21 that 

a meeting of the working group w i l l be h e l d tomorrow, 16 Pebruary, at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. i n 

Conference Room I . 

The meeting rose at 11.20 a.m. 
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Mr. EEDBIffil DC G _(Mongo1la) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Рпр^^Чп): As t h i s i s the 
f i r s t time I am speaking at the present session of the Coimiittee on Disarmament, 
V7hich has résumer' i t s work w i t h a somex/hpt enlarged memhership, 1 should l i k e f i r s t 
of a l l to take t h i s opportunity to a s s o c i a t e myself with the x/ords of x/elcorae and 
good vrishes addressed bo the ne\r members of the Ccmmifctee - A l g e r i a , A u s t r a l i a , 
Belgium, Cuba, Indoneoia, Kenya, S r i Lanlca and Venezuela., I should a l s o l i k e to note 
w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n tho p a r t i c i p a t i o n of France i n the Committee's work. 

The Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n expresses the hope that v i t h i t s pi-esent more 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e membership the Committee on Disarm.ament, as tho only m u l t i l a t e r a l 
n e g o t i a t i n g body, \ / i l l s u c c e s s f u l l y continue i t s a c t i v i t y , making a u s e f u l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to progress i n the cause of disarmanent. 

Before s t a t i n g our delegation's p o s i t i o n s on the concrete issues on the 
Committee's agenda, I should l i k e to mke a few comments of a general nature. 

There i s no task i n the world today of more o v e r r i d i n g importance and urgencjr 
than the implementation of p r a c t i c a l measiires f o r h a l t i n g the arms race and f o r 
disarmam.ent. 

The r e s u l t s of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on disarmament and of the t h i r t y - t h i r d 
r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the General Assembly bear witness to t h i s f a c t . 

I t shoiild be oEiphasised that the p r i n c i p a l docwnents adopted by the above-
mentioned forums r e f l e c t e d once again the w i l l and d e s i r e of the world community to 
irork towards a s u b s t a n t i a l breakthrough i n the matter of h a l t i n g the arms raee and 
adopting genuine measures i n the disarmament sphere. 

Together w i t h other peace-loving Stages, the countries of the s o c i a l i s t 
community are a c t i v e l y pursuing t h e i r e f f o r t s tox/ards the achievement of r e a l 
disarmament, and an-e c o n s i s t e n t l y coming f o r / a r d í̂ith c o n s t r u c t i v e proposals i n t h i s 
f i e l d . 

The conclusions and proposals contained i n the Moscov.f D e c l a r a t i o n of the States 
P a r t i e s to the Warsaw Treaty, adopted l a s t November at a meeting of that 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s P o l i t i c a l C o n s u l t a t i v e Committee and c i r c u l a t e d as an o f f i c i a l 
document of the United Nations, serve as f r e s h confirmation of the s o c i a l i s t 
c o u n t r i e s ' d e d i c a t i o n to the ideas of detente and disarmament. This document, which 
i s of great i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , puts for\'/ard n e w r - e a l i s t i c ideas 
and major i n i t i a t i v e s , г/hich can, ме are convinced, serve as a c o n s t r u c t i v e b a s i s 
f o r the s o l u t i o n of urgent i n t e r n a t i o n a l problems, p a r t i c u l a r l y those of 
disarmament. 
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(l'Ir. Erdembileg, Mongolia) 

I should l i k e to s i n g l e out from the set of proposals contained i n the 
Moscow D e c l a r a t i o n an appeal addressed to a l l S t a t e s , namely, the appeal to press 
f o r e a r l y n e g o t i a t i o n s among the f i v e n uclear Povrers — the USSR, the United States, 
the United Kingdom, Prance and China — f o r the purpose of removing m i c l e a r vreapons 
of a l l types from the arsenals of States and converting n u c l e a r energy to 
e x c l u s i v e l y p e a c e f u l uses. 

In the statement which i t s Government made on 4 December 1 9 7 8 , the Mongolian 
People's Republic v/armly welcomed the Moscow D e c l a r a t i o n of the States P a r t i e s to 
the Warsavr Treaty and expressed f u l l support, evalviating the D e c l a r a t i o n as a broad 
programm-e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n and struggle f o r the extension of the process 
of dótente, f o r h a l t i n g the arms race and f o r genuine disarmament. 

The Mongolian delegation would a l s o l i k e to s t a t e that i t heard w i t h great 
s a t i s f a c t i o n the message of greetings sent by L . I . Brezhnev, General Secretary of the 
C e n t r a l Committee of the Coiimaunist P a r t y of the Soviet Union and Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, to the expanded Committee on 
Disarmament i n connexion w i t h the beginning of i t s мотк. The message c l e a r l y 
expresses the Soviet Union's readiness a c t i v e l y and p u r p o s e f u l l y to continue i t s 
e f f o r t s to secure the attainment i n the Committee on Disarmament of the p r a c t i c a l 
r e s u l t s awaited by a l l fche peoples of the vrorld. 

Under circumstances i n -srhich the nucleai- f a c t o r has become the l e a d i n g one i n 
the m i l i t a r y r e a l i t y of our t i n e , a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r n u c l e a r disarmament 
r e s t s upon the States posses'sing n u c l e a r weapons. That i s why i t i s e s s e n t i a l that 
they should shov/ p o l i t i c a l x r i l l and readiness i n s o l v i n g t h i s imperative task of 
the modem age. Other States w i t h a major m i l i t a r y and economic p o t e n t i a l a l s o bear 
great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h i s matter. 

The peoples of the vrorld f u l l y r e a l i z e that i n face of the a c c e l e r a t i n g arms 
race, vrhich c o n s t i t u t e s the main d.anger to general peace, i t i s necessary f i r s t of 
a l l to e l i m i n a t e the threat of n u c l e a r weapons, to h a l t and reverse the nuclear arms 
race u n t i l n u c l e a r vreapons and nuclear-weapon d e l i v e r y systems have been completely 
e l i m i n a t e d , and to prevent the p r o l i f e r a t i o n of n u c l e a r vreapons. 

At the s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly devoted t c disarmament the 
Soviet Union, as vre icnoij, came fom/ard w i t h a c o n s t r u c t i v e proposal on ending the 
production of a l l types of n u c l e a r vreapons and g r a d u a l l y reducing t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s 
u n t i l they have been completely destroyed, and on d i s c u s s i n g the question of g i v i n g 
the appropriate n e g o t i a t i o n s a p r a c t i c a l s t a r t . This t i m e l y i n i t i a t i v e r eceived 
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wide support and approval from the oven/helming m a j o r i t y of States and found 
r e f l e c t i o n i n the P i n a l Docxanent of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

Moreover, at the' end of l a s t year, the General Assembly, i n i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 33/71 H, expressed i t s e l f i n favour of ''an e a r l y i n i t i a t i o n of urgent 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on the h a l t i n g of the nuclear-arms i-ace" . 

Guided by the sin c e r e d e s i r e to s t r i v e f o r a d e c i s i v e breakthrough i n the 
matter of h a l t i n g the nuclear-arms race, the delegations of the seven s o c i a l i s t 
States members of the Committee on Disarmament, i n c l u d i n g Mongolia, o f f i c i a l l y 
submitted a vrorking paper f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Committee (C D / 4 , dated 
1 Pebruary 1979) . I t s authors took t h i s step b e a r i n g i n mind the Committee's 
competence as the most sxiitable forum f o r the prepai-ation and conduct of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on nuc l e a r disarmament, vrithout a t the same time e x c l u d i n g the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of c o n s i d e r i n g an a l t e r n a t i v e approach. 

This p r o p o s a l , as vre know, contains the concrete suggestion that preparatory 
c o n s u l t a t i o n s should be s t a r t e d i n the course of the current session of the 
Committee vrith a vievr to beginning the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the substance of the problem 
t h i s year, 

'I- do not t h i n k there i s any need to give a d e t a i l e d explanation of the 
contents of t h i s vrorking paper, as the j o i n t l y h e l d vie\rs vrere propounded i n 
s u f f i c i e n t d e t a i l i n statements by the head of the Soviet d e l e g a t i o n and other 
co-sponsors, I should only l i k e to confirm that s t r i c t observance of the p r i n c i p l e 
of the i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f the s e c u r i t y of a l l p a r t i e s must be taken a-s a b a s i s both 
f o r the conduct of n e g o t i a t i o n s and f o r the implementation of p r a c t i c a l measures i n 
t h i s f i e l d . 

The Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n , l i k e many others, deeply hopes that t h i s j o i n t 
p roposal by the s o c i a l i s t States v r i l l be considered i n the Committee i n a 
b u s i n e s s l i k e m.añner. In our vievr, the i n t e r e s t s of the cause c a l l f o r a 
c o n s t r i i c t i v e approach vrith a vievr to proceeding as soon as p o s s i b l e to the 
d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s q uestion, a p o s i t i v e s o l u t i o n of vrhich vrould be condxicive to 
concrete agreements 'and a c t i o n towai-ds the adoption of e f f e c t i v e meas^ures i n the 
sphere of n u c l e a r disarmament. 

The peoples of the vrorld are w e l l avrare that a c c e l e r a t i o n of the arms race 
m,eans ever g r e a t e r твЛет±зЛ p r e p a r a t i o n f o r vrar and increases the threat of a v/orld 
n u c l e a r catastrophe. According to some estimates, i n the la.st 10 years alone 
s t o c k p i l e s of nu-clear vreapons throughout the v/orld'increased more than t h r e e f o l d , 
v/hich i s q u i t e s u f f i c i e n t to destroy l i f e on our planet mny times over. Under 
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such c o n d i t i o n s , i t i s n a t u r a l that a l l peoples should he profoundly d i s t u r b e d and 
alarmed by the p o l i c y and a c t i o n s of the m i l i t a r y and i n d u s t r i a l c i r c l e s of the 
MTO c o u n t r i e s and t h e i r o l d and neu a l l i e s , uho, together, openly take t h e i r 
stand against a l l progressive processes i n the contemporary world. Taking no 
account of p o l i t i c a . l r e a l i t y as i t e x i s t s today, these forces are fanning r e v a n c h i s t -
supermilita,ry p a s s i o n s i vrith t h e i r agressive expansionist a s p i r a t i o n s and 
great-Power-hegemonistic arábitions, they oppose a l l c o n s t r u c t i v e e f f o r t s of States 
aimed at the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of peace and i n t e r n a t i o n a l dótente and the attainment of 
p r a c t i c a l measures of disarmament. 

The concurrence of such circumstances gives us the r i g h t c o n s t a n t l y to s t r e s s 
the o v e r r i d i n g urgency of adopting e f f e c t i v e measures tovrards nuclear disarmament 
and the removal of the t h r e a t of n u c l e a r vrar. As we understand i t , the Committee on 
Disarmament can and must pla;^ an important r o l e i n performing t h i s imperative task. 

As vre have al r e a d y s a i d , the nuclear-vreapon States bear the primary 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r n u c l e a r disarmament, and, together vrith other States of major 
m i l i t a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e , f o r h a l t i n g and r e v e r s i n g the armaments race. Evasion of 
t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y by any of the nuclear-weapon or ''near-nuclear-xreapon'' States 
xrould run counter both to t h e i r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s and to the i n t e r e s t s of 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y . 

One would l i l c e to suppose that the place a t the Committee's n e g o t i a t i n g t a b l e 
set aside f o i " China v r i l l not long remain empty. VJe must d e c l a r e , however — and I am 
sure t h i s i s the opinion of most States to vrhich the cause of peace, disarmament and 
progress i s dear — that the p o l i c y of China's present l e a d e r s h i p , vrhich i s aimed at 
open o p p o s i t i o n to the cause of detente and disarmament, i s completely incompatible 
vrith the s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y borne by that State under the United Nations Charter 
as a permanent m.ember of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , 

Nevr evidence of t h i s h o s t i l e p o l i c y and behaviour i s provided by China's armed 
aggression against a sovereign State, the S o c i a l i s t E e p u b l i c of V i e t Nam, i n f l a g r a n t 
v i o l a t i o n of the elementary p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and the Charter of 
the United Nations. Together vrith many other peace-loving States the people and 
Government of the Mongolian People's R e p u b l i c , again expressing i t s f r a t e r n a l 
s o l i d a r i t y and support f o r the righteous cause of the h e r o i c Vietnamese people, 
a n g r i l y condemns t h i s c r i m i n a l act on the p a r t of China and i n s i s t e n t l y demands i t s 
immediate ce s s a t i o n and the vrithdravral of a l l Chinese troops frora the t e r r i t o r y of 
V i e t Nam. 

I should noxr l i l c e to set f o r t h our p o s i t i o n on p a r t i c u l a i " items. 
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From the very s t a r t , the Mongolian People's Repuhlic has regarded the Treaty 
on the N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n of Nuclear I'/eapons as лпе of the e f f e c t i v e i n t e m a t i o n a l 
l e g a l documents ,MÍch s u b s t a n t i a l l y help to avert the threat of n u c l e a r vrar, and i t 
c o n s t a n t l y supports the i d e a of t h a t instrument's being made more e f f e c t i v e and 
u n i v e r s a l , 

In our o p i n i o n , a l i k e l y means of narrowing the area of the geographical 
emplacement of n u c l e a r vreapons i s the vrell-knovm Soviet proposal concerning the 
conclusion of an i n t e m a t i o n a l convention on the strengthening of the guarantees 
of the s e c u r i t y of the non-nuclear-vreapon S t a t e s , and on the achievement of an 
i n t e m a t i o n a l agreement on the non-emplacement of n u c l e a r weapons i n the t e r r i t o r y 
of States vrhich do not at present possess them. 

In accordance w i t h the recommendation contained i n r e s o l u t i o n 5 3 / 7 2 A of the 
United Nations General Assembly, the Committee on Disarmament should proceed as 
q u i c k l y a,s p o s s i b l e to the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s question vrith a view to the 
e l a b o r a t i o n of appropriate i n t e m a t i o n a l agreements. 

I t may be added i n t h i s connexion that c o n f i r m a t i o n , a.s an absolute law of 
i n t e m a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , of the p r i n c i p l e of the mutual r e n u n c i a t i o n of the use of 
for c e or of the t h r e a t of force v i i t h e i t h e r n u c l e a r weapons or conventional armaments 
would be a comprehensive p o l i t i c a l measure f o r the strengthening of confidence among 
States and f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g guarantees of t h e i r s e c u r i t y under i n t e r n a t i o n a l law. 

Both i n the Committee on Disarmament and i n the General Assembly of the 
I M i t e d N a t i o n s , m^ny of the delegations snealcing i n favour of r a p i d agreement on 
urgent problems of disarmament r i g h t l y drevr a t t e n t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r , to the 
importance of vrorking out measures f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of weapons f o r the mass 
a n n i h i l a t i o n of people. In t h i s connexion we vrould l i k e to express the hope 
that the n e g o t i a t i o n s on a d r a f t t x e & t j concerning the comprehensive p r o h i b i t i o n 
of nuclear-weapon t e s t s w i l l soon be s u c c e s s f u l l y concluded. This a p p l i e s e q u a l l y 
to the question of the p r o h i b i t i o n o f chemical weapons and the d e s t r u c t i o n of 
t h e i r s t o c k p i l e s . The conclusion of an appropriate i n t e m a t i o n a l convention i n 
t h i s f i e l d w i l l undoubtedly be a f u r t h e r r e a l measure of disarmament. As we l<now, 
var i o u s working papers on chemical weapons have been submitted at t h i s session of 
the Comtriittee. In our o p i n i o n , the Committee should not give undue a t t e n t i o n to 
the t e c h n i c a l side of the matter, but should concentrate i t s a t t e n t i o n and e f f o r t s 
on s o l u t i o n of the e x i s t i n g problems. 
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i n o t h e r importent problem on the Committee's agenda i s the c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
measures to p r o h i b i t the development .an.d produc t i on o f new t j v e s o f weapons of 
mass d e s t r u c t i o n , end o f new systems of such wea-oons- The Committee ha.? - ir^t yet 
been able to get аош t o p r a c t i c a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s q u e s t i o n . Most States 
are i n favour of t h e i r со,~'гопсгл,'\ . 4 j soon as p o s s i b l e . The d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s 
quest ion by the - Committee i n recent years has r e g a l e d ijo-:iercil agx-eement that 
un less the t e c h n o l o g i c a l arms race i s haJted i n t i i^e . i t may l e a d to very dangerous 
consequences i n the form o f new and even more d e s t r u c t i v e means of mass a n n i h i l a t i o n . 

I should l i k e to r e c a l l m t h i s connexion t h a t , i n i t . ? F i n a l Document, the 
t e n t h s p e c i a l sess ion o f the General Assembly emphasizes the need f o r p u t t i n g 
a stop to the-development o f new means of warfare-, so that s c i e n t i f i c ond 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements might u l t i m . a t e l y be urjed s o l e l y f o r p e a c e f u l purposes . 
In o ther words, there i s ил1-/егзгЛ. agreem.ent on the importance o f e r e c t i n g an 
e f f e c t i v e b a r r i e r ^ through the conc lus i on o f an appropr ia te i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r ea ty^ 
to t h e . ^ u - a l i t a t i v e improvement o f weapons of mass d e s t r u c t i o n . An appeal f o r 
t h i s i s to be found i n r e s o l u t i o n 33/66 B- o f the U n i t e d ITations General Assembly. 

¥e cons ider t h a t the most p r a c t i c a l course v / i th regai-d to t h i s ma,tter at the 
present stage would be to set up i n the Committee an .ad_h.oç group of government 
exper t s to cons ider the s c i e n t i f i c and t e c l m o l o g i c a l p o s s i b i l i t . i e s o f the c r e a t i o n 
o f new types and S3'"stems of weanonso f mass d e s t r u c t i o n . 

In advocat ing the p r o h i b i t i o n . o f new types o f weapons o f mass d e s t r u c t i o n , 
the Mongolian d e l o g a t i o n a l so has i n v i e i the conc lus ion i n t h i s context o f sp c i a l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreements. p r o h . L u i i i i i g p c i r b l c u l a r types o f such weajpons, i n c l u d i n g 
r a d i o l o g i c a l weapons, w h i c h , as we are ад^гаге, are at present the sub jec t o f 
b i l a t e r a l S o v i e t - U n i t e d Sta^tes n e g o t i a t i o n s . Ve yrelccme the recent resumption 
o f these n e g o t i a t i o n s i n Genev?, and we hope tha t theïe w i l l soo?i be p o s i t i v e 
r e s u l t s to shovi f o r them. 

The pos i t i o .n of. p r i n c i p l e o f the Government of the Mongol ian P e o p l e ' s Repub l i c 
on the quest ion of the immediate p r o h i b i t i o n o f che neutron n u c l e a r weapon, that 
p a r t i c u l a r l y barba:eiç k i n d of vxeapon .for the mass annihilâ.tion ox peop le , i s 
well-knovjn and remains unchanged. The t a k i n g of f u r t h e r steps towards the 
p r o d u c t i o n and development o f t h i s d e a t h - d e a l i n g weapon, even i f o n l y o f i t s 
b a s i c components, would g ive r i s e to a, f u r t h e r dangerous round i n the atomic 
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armaments r a c e , thereby doing enormous damage to e f f o r t s d i r e c t e d towards 
armaments r e d u c t i o n and disarmaüient, In p r a c t i c e , t h i s would n u l l i f y a l l the 
e x i s t i n g achieveb.ents i n the sphere of disarmament and would p a r a l y s e the current 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on disarmament. 

To prevent the development o f p r e c i s e l y such a course o f e v e n t s , e i g h t 
s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s l a s t year proposed here i n the Committee tha t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
convention on the p r o h i b i t i o n of the p r o d u c t i o n , s t o c k p i l i n g , development and 
use o f the neutron n u c l e a r weapon should be immediately worked out and conc luded . 
¥e c ons ider i t necessary to pursue the p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s p r o p o s a l 
i n the Committee as a h i g h - p r i o r i t y i tem w i t h a view to the r a p i d p r e p a r a t i o n o f 
an a p p r o p r i a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreement. 

Having expressed t h i s thought , I should l i k e to r e f e r to a d e c i s i o n o f the 
r e c e n t l y h e l d sess ion o f the V/orld Peace C o u n c i l . We a t t a c h great importance 
to t h a t o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s B e r l i n A p p e a l , echoing w i t h renewed emphasis the determined 
vo i ce o f wor ld p u b l i c o p i n i o n , as i t c a l l s f o r a more widespread m a n i f e s t a t i o n of 
the v igorous movement f o r the c e s s a t i o n of the armaments race and f o r disarmament. 
Among o ther t h i n g s , t h i s document g i v e s r e s o l u t e express ion to the genera l 
de terminat i on not to a l l o w the f u r t h e r development o f atomic weapons, and to b a r 
the way to the appearance of new types o f weapms of mass d e s t r u c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
the neutron weapon. 

In s t r e s s i n g measures to r e s t r i c t - the armaments race and promote 
disarmament, we are f u l l y aware o f the d e c i s i v e importance La t h i s connexion o f 
the current b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s on v a r i o u s quest ions of 
disarmament. We a t t a c h p a r t i c u l a j r importance to the c o n t i n u i n g s t r a t e g i c - a r m s 
l i m i t a t i o n t a l k s between the Sov ie t Union and the U n i t e d S ta tes o f Amer i ca . 
Together w i t h o t h e r s , the Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n has great hopes f o r the s u c c e s s f u l 
c onc lus i on of the S n v i e t / U n i t e d S t a t e s SALT I I t a l k s , a p o s i t i v e outcome o f which 
w i l l p rov ide a good b a s i s f o r agreement on subsequent measures i n t h i s f i e l d . 

The Mongol ian d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y shares the view t h a t the n e g o t i a t i o n s on 
the r e s t r i c t i o n of the armaments race and on disarmament should be based on the 
p r i n c i p l e s o f the i n v i o l a b i l i t y o f the s e c u r i t y o f a l l the s i d e s , ^ f the 
r e c i p r o c i t y and equiva lence o f the o b l i g a t i o n s assumed, o f the i n a d m i s s i b i l i t y 
o f the o b t a i n i n g o f u n i l a t e r a l m i l i t a r y advantages by anyone at a l l , and o f 
n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f S t a t e s . 

We cons ider t h a t , bes ides the items we have a l r e a d y mentioned i n t h i s 
s tatement , the agenda of the Committee on Disarmament should inc lude ques t i ons of 
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the r e d u c t i o n o f m i l i t a r y budgets , the f u l l d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n o f the sea-bed and 
also, quest ions connected w i t h the r e d u c t i o n o f convent iona l armaments and armed 
forces and the es tab l i shment of a comprehensive programme o f disarmament. 

In our viev; , these v i t a l l y important quest ions o f disarmament can and should 
be the subject a l s o o f c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n at a wor ld disarmament conference , 
vrhich, a f t e r proper p r e p a r a t i o n , should be convened at the e a r l i e s t s u i t a b l e 
moment. 

I should l i l ce to say a few vrords about the o r g a n i z a t i o n of our Committee 's 
work and i t s procedure . 

We b e l i e v e that the b a s i c p r o v i s i o n s o f the r u l e s o f procedure o f the 
Committee on Disarmament were agreed upon at the s p e c i a l sess ion o f the 
U n i t e d Nat i ons General Assembly devoted to disarmajnent, and were l a i d dovm i n 
the F i n a l Document of tha t s e s s i o n . 

¥e proceed from the p o s i t i o n tha t the Committee on Disarmament i s the on ly 
m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body w i t h a r e s t r i c t e d membership. Furthermore , a 
p o l i t i c a l l y balanced r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f States must be s t r i c t l y preserved i n i t . 
The Committee should mainta in s p e c i a l r e l a t i o n s v ; i th the U n i t e d Wat ions , and 
l a s t l y , and most i m p o r t a n t , a l l d e c i s i o n s i n the Committee should be adopted by 
consensus. 

I t i s p r e c i s e l y on these p r o p o s i t i o n s that the ad hoc working group on the 
d r a f t r u l e s o f procedure has i n our op in ion main ly r e l i e d , and consequently the 
Committee w i l l be able o f f i c i a l l y to adopt i t s own r u l e s o f procedure . 

The Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n cons iders that the Committee should proceed without 
de lay to the adoption o f i t s agenda and agree on quest ions o f the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
i t s work. The Committee would thus be a.ble to proceed immediately to the 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f the items on i t s agenda. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , M r . Chairman, the Mongolian d e l e g a t i o n warmly welcomes you 
to the chairmanship o f the Committee, and would l i k e to a.ssure you that i t i s 
prepared to continue i t s c lose c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n the Committee so as to promote 
the attainment of p o s i t i v e d e c i s i o n s i n the sphere of disarmament. 

The meeting rose at 11.20 a.m. 
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PRESENT AT THE TABIE 

A l g e r i a ; 

A r g e n t i n a ; 

A u s t r a l i a : 

Belgiiam; 

B r a z i l ; 

B u l g a r i a : 

Burma: 

Canada; 

Cuba; 

Czechoslovakia. 

Egypt ; 

E t h i o p i a ; 

Franc e; 

German Democratic R e p u b l i c ; 

№ . A. BENSmiL 

Mr. D.C. ORTIZ DE ROZAS 

№. L.D. THOMSON 

№ . P. NOTERDAEI#¡ 
№. G. VAN DUYSE 

№ . A. CELSO DE OURO PRETO 

№ . P. VOUTOV 
№. I . SOTIROV 

и THEIN ADHG 

и THAUNG HTUH 

№. R. HâRRY JAY 
№ . J . T . SIMARD 

№. L. SOLâ VILA 

№ s . V.B. JACKIEWICH 

№ . V. TYLNER 

№. M. EL-EARADEI 

№. H. FAmiï 

№ . T. TERREPE 

Mr, P. DE Lá GORCE 
№ . В. D'ABOVILLE 
№ . J - C , PARAVY 

№, G, HERDER 
№, S, KAHN 
№, M. (mCZYHSKI 
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Germany,. F e d e r a l Republic o f ; 

Hxingary; 

I n d i a : 

I n d o n e s i a ; 

1 г а л ; 

I t a l y : 

J a p a n : 

Kenya t 

Mexico; 

M o n g o l i a ; 

Morocco; 

Netherlands! 

N i g e r i a : 

P a k i s t a n ; 

Mr. G. PFEIPPER 

Mr. H . MÜLIER 

№ . M. DOMOKOS 

Mr. C. GYORFPY 

Mr. A . lAIiATOS 

Mr. S . T . DEVAP^E 

Mr. A . SANI 

Mr. J . D A m m K 

Mr. D. CHIIATY 

№ . M. ALESSI . 

№ . C. FRATESCHI 

№ . M. OGISO 

№ . T . NONOmm 

.•№. T . imNAMI 

№ . G.N. ШШ 

№ . A . GARCÍA ROBLES 

Miss A . CABRERA 

№ . D. ERDEMBILEG 

№ . L. BAYART 

№ . M. RAHHALI 

Mr. A . J . MEERBURG 

№ . T . OLUÍÍOKO 

№ . M. HUmYUN IŒAN 

№ . M. А1ШАМ 

Peru: № . J . AURICH MONTERO 
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P o l a n d : 

Romania: 

S r i Lanlca; 

Sweden: 

Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c s ; 

U n i t e d Kingdom; 

U n i t e d States o f America.: 

Venezuela; 

Y u g o s l a v i a ; 

Z a i r e ; 

lir. B, SUJKA 
¥ïr. H. PAC 
îlr. M. IffiUCZYIÍ 
Mr. A. ЗКОШОНЗК! 

l l r . C. ENE 
lír, T. IlEEESCAmi 

llr. B. PONSEKA 

Mr. C. LIDGARD 
Mr. L. NGRBMG 
Mr. S. ЗШОМВаСК 

Mr. V.L. ISSRAELYAN 
l i r . A . I . TIOUREMCOV 
Mr. M. G. ANTIUKHIN 

-]&.,P.H*-]MÎRLY 
Mr. P.M.¥. ERANCIS 

Mr. A. PISHER 
Mr. C. PLOWERREE 
IJT. A. AIÍALOVSIÍY 
Mr. T, EARTHEmîY 

M r . A.R. TAYIBARDAT 
Mrs. R, LISBQâ DE NECER 

l i r . D. DJOKIC 

llr. E, MULONGâNDUSU 
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The CHâZEU-jâN ( t r a n s l a t e d f r o n Spanish); I declare open the 
t h i r t e e n t h meeting of the Committee on Disarmament, There are no names on the l i s t 
of speakers f o r t h i s meeting and I should l i k e to ask delegations whether any of them 
wishes to speak on t h i s part of our work. 

As no one wishes to do so, I vrould drav/ the Committee's a t t e n t i o n to the 
f o l l o v / i n g ; at our eleventh meeting on Thursday, 15 February, the Committee adopted a 
d e c i s i o n r e l a t i n g to the Ad Hoc Group of S c i e n t i f i c Experts to Consider I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Co-operative lîeasures to Detect and to I d e n t i f y Seismic Events. On the proposal of 
one d e l e g a t i o n and as a r e s u l t of i n f o r m a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s among del e g a t i o n s , there 
appears to be general agreement that t h i s Committee should devote the v/eek from 
5 to 9 îferch to c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the r e p o r t produced by those s c i e n t i f i c experts. I f 
the Comraittee has no o b j e c t i o n s , I v / i l l take i t that the proposal I have j u s t mentioned 
i s approved. 

I t v/as 30 decided. 

The СНАТРЖН ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); Consequently, the week from 
5 to 9 bîarch v / i l l be set aside f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the r e p o r t of that Group, Does 
any d e l e g a t i o n v/ish to speak? As no one v/ishes to do so, we i / i l l c l o s e the formal 
meeting and proceed a t once v/ith the tasks of the Working Group of the Committee on 
Disarmament. I dec l a r e the formal meeting c l o s e d . 

The meeting rose a t 11.05 a.m. 
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A l g e r i a n 

A r g e n t i n a ; 

A u s t r a l i a ; 

Belgium; 

B r a s i l ; 
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Burma; 
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Cuba; 
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E t h i o p i a ; 
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Mr. G. VAIÎ DUYSE 
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Mr. P . VOUTOV 

Mr. I . SOTIROV 
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Mr. R. HARRY JAY 

Mr. J . T . 8П1Ш) 

Mr. L . SOLA VILA 

Mrs. V . B . JACIOEVnCH 
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Mr. V . TYLNER 
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Mr. G. ALULA 

Mr. P . DE LA СЛНСЕ 
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Mr. J - C . PAPuWY 
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Gorman Democratic Re-publics 

Q e r m a n y , F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c of; 

Нгтдагу; 

I n d i a ; 

Indonesia; 

I r a n : 

I t a l y ; 

Japan; 

Kenya: 

Mejóco; 

Mongolia; 

Morocco; 

Netherlands; 

Mr. G. HERDER 
Mr. S. ШШ 

Mr. H. GRâCZUTSKI 

Mr. G. PFEIFIER 
Hr. J . Р О Н П Ш Ш 
Mr. H. MÜLIEE 

Mr. M. DOMOKOS 
Mr. C. GYORFPy 

Mr. S.T. DEVARE 

Mr. M. SIDIK 
Mr. I . Diil-'IAIIEK 

Mr. H. FARTASH 
Mr. D. CHILATY 

Mr. И. MOREHO 
Mr. C. FRA'TESGHI 

Mr. И. OGISO 
Mr. T. H0H0YAÎ1A 
Mr. T. lUAHAl'IE 

Mr. G.H. МЮНТи 

Mr. A. GARCIA ROBLES 
Mi s s A. CABREPuA 

Mr. D. ERDEMBILEG 
Mr, L, BAYART 

Mr, M, RAHHALI 

Mr. P,P,R. VAH MOUHOUYS 
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Venezuela; 
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I l r . H. im i T 
I l r . M. АШй1 

V Î T . J . AURICH IIONTERO 

Иг. В. ЗиЛСА 
Mr. H. PAC 
Mr. B. RUSSIH 

Mr. C. ВНЕ 

Mr. B. POHSEKA 

Mr. C. LIDGARD 
Mr. L. HOEBERG 
Mr. S. STROMBACK 
Mr. S. ERICSON 

Mr. V.L.^ISSRAELY.1ÎI 
Mr. Y.K. HAZAEimi 
Mr. Y.V. KOSTEKCO 
Mr. M.G. AHTIUIffllH 

Mr. H. MARSHALL 

Mr. A. PISHER 
Mr. A. AICALOVSKY 
Ms. B.L. MUPJRàY 
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Mr. A.R. TAYLHARDAT 
Ms. D. SZOKOLOGZI 

Mr. B. ВНА1Ж0У1С 

Z a i r e ; Mr. E. MULOHGAKDUSU 
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The СЫАДаШТ ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish) ; I declare open the 
f o u r t e e n t h meeting of the Committee on Disarmament. There are no names on the l i s t 
of speakers t h i s morning, and I should l i k e to ask delegations vrhether any of them 
viishes to spealc on our v/ork. As no one v/ishes to do so, I thinlc I should drav/ the 
Committee's a t t e n t i o n to the f o l l o v / i n g ; the open Working Group v/hich i s drav/ing u"p 
the d r a f t r u l e s of procedure i s vrorking i n t e n s i v e l y and may complete i t s task today. 
I f so, the Committee on Disarmament could h o l d an afternoon meeting tomorrov/ to adopt 
the r u l e s of procedure. I n vievr of t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y , the Committee i/ould therefore 
convene tomorrovr at 3 p.m.. Hov/ever, should the Working Group not complete i t s 
p r e p a r a t i o n of the r u l e s of procedure, delegations members of the 
Committee on Disarmament vrould be n o t i f i e d and the meeting v/ould be c a n c e l l e d . 
But i n p r i n c i p l e I consider that v/e should envisage a. meeting tomorrow at 3 p.m. 
Are there any comments? As there are none I s h a l l close the meeting of the Committee, 
and the Working Group v / i l l meet immediately i n t h i s room to continue i t s 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s . I declare the meeting c l o s e d . 

The meeting rose a-t 11.Ob a.m. 
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AT TBEJLàBLE 

Algérie ; 

Argentina; 

A u s t r a l i a ; 

Belgium; 

B r a z i l ; 

B u l g a r i a ; 

Burma; 

Canada; 

Cuba; 

Czechoslovakia: 

Egypt; 

E t h i o p i a ; 

France ; 

German Democratic R e p u b l i c ; 

Mr. A. BENSI'IAIL 

Mr. D. C. ORTIZ DE ROZAS 
Mr. A. ïï. MOLTENI 

Mb. L. D. THOMSON 
Ms. M. S. WICIŒS 

Mr. P. HOTEEDAEME 
l i r . P. BERG 
Mr. G. VAN DUYSE 

îîr. A. CELSO DE О Ш О PRETO 

Mr. P. VOUTOV 
Mr. I . SOTIROV 
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и THEIN AUl^G 
и THAUNG HTUN 
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Mrs. V. Б. JACKIEWICH 

Mr. M. еШк 
Ш. V. TYLHER 

Mr. M. EL-BARADEI 
№ . N. FAHMY 

№ . T. TERREFE 

№ . P. DE LA GORCE 
№ . B. D'ABOVILIE 

№ . G. HERDER 
№'. S. KAHN 
№ . M. GRACZYNSKI 
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Germany, Federal Rcpüblic o f i 

Húngaras 

I n d i a ; 

Indonesia; 

I r a n : 

I t a l y ; 

Japan ; 

Kenya; 

Mexico ; 

Mongolia; 

Morocco : 

Hetherlands: 

H i g e r i a : 

Pakistan ; 

Peru: 

F i x . J . POKHi/UW 

Mr. M. POMOEOS 
Mr. C. GYORPPY 

Mr. S. T. DEVARE 

Mr. A. líAiíIL 
F i x . Fi. SIDIIC 

Мгч M. PARTASH 
Mr. D. CHILATY 

to. H. DI BERNARDO 
Mr. M. .MORENO. 
Ih". C. PRATESCHI 

Mr. T. NONOYAI^l 
Mr. T. ШАНАМТ 

Mr. G. H. l-IUNIU 

Mr. A. GARCiii ROBLES 
H i s s A. CABRERA 

Mr. D. ERDEMBILEG 
I'h-. L. BAYART 

ÏÎX. Fi. PalHHALI 

Mr. K. AlPIED 
Mr. T. OLUMOKO 

Mr. M. ШШХШ KHAN 
I'Ir. M. AK3ÍAM 

I4r. J . AURICH MONTERO 
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Poland; 

pLomania: 

S r i Lanka; 

Svreden; 

Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t 
R e p u b l i c s ; 

United Kini^dom; 

Un i t e d States o f America; 

Venezuela; 

Y u g o s l a v i a ; 

Mr. B. SUJia 
Mr. H. PAC 
Mr. M. ïffiUCZYK 
l'îr. A. SICOV/ROMSKI 

Mr. C. EIÎE 

Mr. B. POÏÏSEKA 

Mr. C. LIDGARD 
Mr. L. ffORBERG 
Mr. S. STROIffiACK 

Itr. V. L. ISSRAELYAM 
№ . Y. K. M Z A M E Î 
Mr. M. G. Ажтташш 

Mr. Ш, H. MARSHALL 
№ . P. M. ¥. PRAHCIS 

Mr. A. S. PISHER 
Mr. C. PLOVffiREE 
№ . A. AKALOVSKY 
№ . T. BARTHELEMY 

№ . A. R. TAYLHAEDAT 
Mrs. R. LISBOA DE HECER 

№ . B. BRAMiOVIC 

Z a i r e : № . E. l'IULOHGAHDUSU 
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The СНЙ.Ш1А.1Т ( t r a n e l a t e d from Spanish); I declare open the f i f t e e n t h 
meeting of the Comî.:ittee on Disarmament. I should l i k e to inform members of the 
Gommittee that the V/orking Group which was set up a t our tenth meeting on 
1 3 Pebruary 1 9 7 9 has approved the d r a f t r u l e s of procedure contained i n docuraent C D / L . 1 

and corrigenda 1 and 2. I should a l s o l i k e to draw a t t e n t i o n to t\;o small changes 
\;hich were approved hy the Group but \jhich do not appear i n the corrigenda. The 
\/ord "should" i n the f i f t h l i n e of jjaragraph I9 v ; i l l be replaced by the word " s h a l l " , 
and the word "should" i n the f i r s t l i n e of paragraph /̂-̂  v ; i l l a l s o be replaced by the 
word " s h a l l " . I \;ould f u r t h e r dra\.' the Committee's a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t t h a t , as a 
r e s t i l t of the i n s e r t i o n of the ne\j paragraph contained i n corrigendum 1 , the 
paragraphs of the f i n a l t e x t of the d r a f t w i l l be renumbered as ap p r o p r i a t e . I 
should a l s o l i k e to request d e l e g a t i o n s which \.'ish to make changes of 0 grammatical 
or d r a f t i n g nature w i t h a. vie\; to b r i n g i n g tho t e x t i n t h e i r огт languages i n t o l i n e 
w i t h the o r i g i n a l E n g l i s h t e x t , on the basis of i;hich we \iorked, to submit to the 
S e c r e t a r i a t the amendments which, i n t h e i r o p i n i o n , are most i n conformiity w i t h the 
b a s i c t e x t . In submitting the d r a f t r u l e s of procedure to the Committee f o r 
approval I should l i k e to make the f o l l o w i n g statement; i t i s the understanding of 
the Chairman, f o l l o w i n g c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h members of the Cormnittee, thot the r u l e s 
set f o r t h i n paragraph 1 7 , chapter V I , e n t i t l e d "Conduct of Uork and Adoption of 
D e c i s i o n s " V i l l i a l s o apply to any s u b s i d i a r y orgoms the Committee may e s t a b l i s h . I f 
there are no o b j e c t i o n s , I c h c i l l ta.ke i t that tho d r a f t r u l o s of procedtire contained 
i n document C D / L . 1 , w i t h corrigenda 1 and 2, and the changes 1 have j u s t mentioned, 
are adopted. I see no o b j e c t i o n s . 

I t vjas so decided. 

The CIIAIBIIiiH ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish) : Some delegations have i n d i c a t e d 
tha.t they v;ish to take the f l o o r a t t h i s stage. I giv^e tho f l o o r to the f i r s t 
speaker, the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A l g e r i a . 

Ihr. BEI-iSIfelL ( A l g e r i a ) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); Thank you Ifc. Chairman. 
As t h i s i s the l a s t time that I s h a l l have the honour of ta k i n g the f l o o r under 

your chairmanship, 1 should l i k e to convey to you my delegation's congratulations on 
the manner i n which you have guided the \югк of our Committee t h i s month and to 
r e i t e r a t e our g r a t i t u d e f o r the e f f o r t s you have made to b r i n g about the adoption of 

file:///jhich
file:///iorked
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(Mr. Bensmail; A l g e r i a ) 

the r u l e s of procedure of the Comaittee on Disarmajnent. This i s another, e n t r y i n 
the a l r e a d y long l i s t of your successes i n the United Nations, and confirms the 
confidence we have always had i n you. 

I should l i k e to take t h i s opportunity to give the Ambassador of A u s t r a l i a 
advance assurances of my delegation's f u l l and e n t i r e co-operation i n the task he 
w i l l assume from next week. 

In my c a p a c i t y as Chairman, s t a r t i n g tomorrow, of the "Group of 21", I should 
l i k e to inform members of that Group that a meeting w i l l be h e l d next Monday a t 
5 p.m. i n t h i s room. The purpose of the meeting i s to examine the question of the 
agenda and programme of work of the Committee on Disarmament. 

The CHAIHIAN ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish) s I thanlc my d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r i e n d , 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A l g e r i a f o r the very k i n d words he addressed to me. The 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Z a i r e has the f l o o r . 

Mr. M U L O N CTA N D U S U (Zaire) ( t r a n s l a t e d from French); On behalf of 
delegations members of the "Group of 21" and on behalf of my own d e l e g a t i o n , alloT,/ 
me, Mr. Chairman, to express our g r a t i t u d e f o r the vrork you have accomplished during 
the month of Februa.ry. I thinlc I am expressing the f e e l i n g s of a l l delegations i n 
s t a t i n g that you have been Chairman of the Committee on Disarmament every minute, 
every hour and every day of t h i s month. 

For f e a r of r e p e a t i n g truisms I s h a l l not r e v e r t to your well-knovm 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l q u a l i t i e s but s h a l l merely confine myself to expressing our admiration 
of your constant a v a i l a b i l i t y i n the cause of that peace which we seek through 
disarmament. 

Thanlc you, Mr. Chairman, f o r the hours of sleep and r e s t which, although w e l l 
deserved, you s a c r i f i c e d i n the i n t e r e s t of the s u c c e s s f u l outcome of the work of our 
Committee -

Tho GHAIRIIAN ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I a l s o thanlc the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Z a i r e f o r h i s very moving words which I f i n d very touching. The 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the United S t a t e s . 
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Mr. FISI-ILR (united States of America); I uould a l s o l i k e to j o i n the two 
preceding Amhassfidors who have expressed a p p r e c i a t i o n l o r your considerate and 
s k i l f u l work as Chairman of t h i s Committeo, that has r e s u l t e d i n us coming to a 
res o l v e which most of us did not t h i n k would he p o s s i b l e . Ue are a l l d e l i g h t e d 
that i t was p o s s i b l e a n d \ic have you to thank f o r i t , 

I \ J o u l d a l s o l i k e to put on the record a statement with regard to r u l e 2 7 of the 
r u l e s of proced^ure, which 1 made i n the i n f o n ' n a l working group on procedures. That 
i-ale provid.es that the Committoc u i l l e s t r b l i s h i t s programme of uork "tak i n g a l s o 
i n t o account the recommendations, proposals and d e c i s i o n s r e f e r r e d to i n r u l o 2 б " . 

Rule 2 б providLOS f o r the establishment of the Committee's agenda, w i t h the proviso 
t h a t , i n doing so, the Committee take i n t o cccount the recoimnendations made to i t by 
the General Assembly, the proposals presented by the members of the Committee and the 
Committee's d e c i s i o n s . 

The f i n a l phrase of r u l e 2 7 e n j o i n s the Committee to take i n t o account the same 
recommendations r e f e r r e d to i n r u l e 2 6 , The u n i t e d States has agreed to the t e x t of 
ru.le 2 7 , but wishes to make c l e a r i t s view that the recommendations of the 
General Assem.bly uould not be vie;;eJ i n the same l i g h t when considering the prograi;ime 
of \/ork as they viould мЪеп formulating the Committee's agenda. In the viev; of the 
United S t a t e s , since the agenda u i l l a l r eady hu.ve talcen i n t o account these 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , and since the programme of \югк i s based on the agenda, the p r i n c i p a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s vjhich w i l l a f f e c t the' Committee's d e c i s i o n s on i t s work programme are 
i t s ovra judgements about uhich subjects on i t s agenda ca.n be u s e f u l l y addressed i n a 
programme of vrork, t a k i n g .into account the time availa.ble, and the ripeness of a 
p a r t i c u l a r subject under n e g o t i a t i o n . 

The CHAIRI'IAU ( t r a n s l a t e d from S-Qo.nish); I thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the United S'tates f o r tho c o r d i a l irords he addressed to me. 

Mr. EL-DARADIJl (Egypt); I uould bo f a i l i n g i n my du t i e s S i r , i f I d i d not 
express, on behalf of my d e l e g a t i o n , our sincere thanlcs and profound admiration f o r 
the s k i l l s and o . b i l i t i e s you have shotra throughout our work. Your d e d i c a t i o n , 
understanding, thorough Icnoxiledge and experience, and ;,bove a l l sense of f a i r n e s s 
and o b j e c t i v i t y , have no doubt been а'П e s s e n t i a l p o s i t i v e f a c t o r i n the s u c c e s s f u l 
c o n c l u s i o n of our work. May I wish you a l l the best i n your future r o l e as the 
Ambassador of your country, when I am confident that your d i s t i n g u i s h e d c i u a l i t i e s 
w i l l continue to be put to t e s t f o r the be'nofit of our vrork. 

http://provid.es
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The СНАШ-К-П ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thank the distinguished, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Egypt f o r the f r i e n d l y and very generous words he has addressed to 
me. 

Ibr. AICRAII ( P a k i s t a n ) : I have heen asked hy the head of my de l e g a t i o n and 
on the a u t h o r i t y of a very good f r i e n d of yours, i n Islamabad, the A d v i s e r on 
Foreign A f f a i r s , to convey our deep a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the manner i n vdiich you have 
succeeded i n concluding the r u l e s of procedure of t h i s Committee i n time. There 
may have heen times, I l r . Chairman, when my d e l e g a t i o n , i n the discharge of i t s 
i n s t r u c t i o n s , may have t e s t e d your p a t i e n c e , hut as usual you have succeeded i n 
r e c o n c i l i n g a l l views and i n b r i n g i n g together these r u l e s of procedure v/hich r e f l e c t 
the highest common denominaitor of agreement i n t h i s Committee. I s h a l l not comment 
on any of these r u l e s , b v t merely s t a t e that the P a k i s t a n d e l e g a t i o n w i l l abide 
s t r i c t l y by these r u l e s of procedure and we s h a l l h o p e f u l l y , e a r l y next month, begin 
on the f i r s t task of substance, that i s , the agenda and programme of work. 

The СНАШШ'Т ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P a k i s t a n and the head of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , Ambassador Agha Shahi, f o r 
the very c o r d i a l words they were k i n d enough to address to m,e. 

Ш. HOTBBDAEIÜE (Belgium) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Prench); Mr. Chairman, a t the end 
of t h i s f i r s t month of v/ork by the Committee on Disarmament I simply v/ish to address to 
you a few words on b A a l f of my d e l e g a t i o n , but i n doing so I am sure that I am a l s o 
r e f l e c t i n g the f e e l i n g s of other delegations of the Western Group. On behalf of 
those d e l e g a t i o n s , I wish to say hoi/ much we have, appreciated the z e a l , devotion and, 
above a l l , s k i l l , w i t h v/hich you have conducted our work. V/e are g r a t e f u l to you and 
we alr e a d y have one r e s u l t of t h i s v/ork before us, namely, the r u l e s of procedure. 
On behalf of a l l these d e l e g a t i o n s , Mr. Chairman, I v/ish to thanlc you very s i n c e r e l y . 

The СНА1БМАН ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish): 1 a l s o thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Belgium f o r h i s very k i n d and c o r d i a l words, v/hich I g r e a t l y 
a p p r e c i a t e . 

Mr. MARSHALL (United Kingdom): Mr. Chairman, I asked f o r the f l o o r to make 
a short statement which concerns S e c t i o n IX of the r u l e s of procedure which have j u s t 
been adopted. Before I do so, I should l i k e to j o i n others i n thanlcing you f o r your 
s t e r l i n g work. I thinlc that t h i s Committee i s very l u c k y to have had an e a r l y piece 
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of good f o r t u n e , that the random chance cf the alphabet should have provided us v;ith 
somebody so e x c e l l e n t l y q u a l i f i e d to have achieved what we ha'-'e achieved and to have 
guided us throughout t h i s month. 

The p o i n t c f substance i s very b r i e f s i t i s t h a t , as e. r e s u l t of tho \;ording 
f i n a l l y agreed f o r paragraph 52? the r u l e s do not contain any e x p l i c i t statement that 
the Committee i s free to i n v i t e any non-mem-ber State to take p a r t i n the г;огк of a 
s u b s i d i a r y body such a s , f o r example, the sci3m.ic Group. There i s a u t h o r i t y f o r such 
an i n v i t a t i o n set out i n paragraph 5 4 , "but i n vie\; of the ambiguity of the reference 
to "the States r e f e r r e d to i n r-ules 5 2 and 5 5 " j I am i n s t r u c t e d to put the f o l l o w i n g 
on records " I t i s the understanding of my d e l e g a t i o n thet r u l e 54? that i s , r u l e 55 

i n the f i n a l v e r s i o n , s h a l l not be i n t e r p r e t e d as i - e s t r i c t i n g the a b i l i t y of the 
Committee to i n v i t e any State not a member of the Committee to take part i n the work 
of s u b s i d i a r y bodies." 

The СНА1Ш1А.1Т ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I a l s o thanlc the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the United Kingdom f o r the c o r d i a l words he маз kind enough to address 
to me. 

Иг. GARCIA ROELES (Mexico) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); Mr. Chairman, as I am 
aware of your modesty and, as I am not i n favour of r e p e t i t i o n , I am not going to 
repeat today what, on va r i o u s occasions throughout the month i n \.'hich we have been 
luc k y enough to have you as Chairman of our vjork — the l a s t occasion was yesterday — 
I have s a i d . Allow me only to extend to you many thanks and sincere c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . 

The CHAIRf-ÜAIT ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I very s i n c e r e l y thanlc my dear 
f r i e n d Ambassador Garcia Robles f o r the words of f r i e n d s h i p he addressed to me. 

Does any other d e l e g a t i o n v/ish to take the f l o o r ? 

Mr. DOMOKOS (Hungary) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Prench); During the course of the 
work of the Committee, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y of the l l o r k i n g Group, I had the 
p r i v i l e g e ef expressing to you my personal admiration and congratulations on the work 
accomplished- as a r e s u l t of your unf l a g g i n g i n i t i a t i v e which has brought us to today's 
happy outcome, namely, the adoption of our Committee's r u l e s of procedure. 

Today I should l i l c e to r e i t e r a t e these c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on behalf of the countries 
members of the s o c i a l i s t groups. Your competence and v/ealth of experience, coupled 
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w i t h the s p i r i t of understanding and co-operation of delegates were — and I can say 
t h i s v/ithout exaggeration — the determining f a c t o r i n our success. \7e can 
c e r t a i n l y hope that the Committee \i±ll he ahle to count on your a s s i s t a n c e and r i c h 
experience i n the f u t u r e as w e l l . 

The CHAira-ÎAH ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Hungary, Ambassador Domokos, and through him the members of the 
Group of s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , f o r h i s very moving v;ords, which I g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e . 

I f no other delegations wish to take the f l o o r we can conclude our work. 

Mr. ISSRABLYAH (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) ( t r a n s l a t e d from 
Ru s s i a n ) ; Today the Committee on Disarraament has adopted i t s r u l e s of procedure. 
Allow me i n t h i s connexion to express thanks to a l l delegations f o r t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i v e 
and b u s i n e s s l i k e approach to the s o l u t i o n of t h i s important task. 

I should l i k e to express s p e c i a l thanlcs to Ambassador de Rozas, the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Argentina and. Chairman of our Committee, who has shown a maximum of 
p a t i e n c e , great presence of mind and f l e x i b i l i t y i n concerting our e f f o r t s i n 
connexion w i t h the e l a b o r a t i o n of the r u l e s of procedure. 

The v/ork on the r u l e s of procedure ha.s demonstrated the s p i r i t of... co-operation 
present i n the Committee. Vfe hope that the same s p i r i t of co-operation w i l l be 
maintained i n s o l v i n g problems of substance. The Soviet d e l e g a t i o n considers that 
the Committee should.'proceed as soon as p o s s i b l e to the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of problems of 
substance. We are concerned by the f a c t that one and a h a l f months have already gone 
by since the Committee s t a r t e d i t s work, and yet not one question of substance has yet 
been examined. ' V/e are now to consider the annual agenda and programme of work. V/e 
t h i n k t h a t the Committee could simultaneously begin the examination of problems of 
substance, i . e . disarmament problems. That i s v/hat the peoples and p u b l i c opinion 
of the whole world expect from us. 

As f o r the r u l e s of procedure v/hich.have been adopted, a l l that the Committee s t i l l 
has to d i s c u s s i s one minor question concerning annex I . V/e express the ho^e that the 
Committee w i l l q u i c k l y succeed i n adopting a d e c i s i o n on t h i s matter as w e l l . 

In c o n c l u s i o n , allov/ me to express good v/ishes to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
A u s t r a l i a , who v / i l l occupy the post of Chairman during the next month. 

The CHAIRIdAH ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thanlc the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
Soviet Union, Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n , f o r h i s warm words of c o n g r a t u l a t i o n and 
encouragement. 
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Mr. Ш LA GORCE.(France) (translated. f r o H French); Mr. Chairman, I , i n 
t u r n , should, l i k e to pay you a t r i b u t e and a p a r t i c u l a r l y warn and f r i e n d l y t r i b u t e . 
Your claims to our g r a t i t u d e go.back much f u r t h e r than t h i s p e r i o d of our work and I 
wish here to remind you that the vJork you accomplished b'ith so much a b i l i t y and. 
a u t h o r i t y during the preparatory period f o r the s p e c i a l session vrere-held i n 
p a r t i c u l a r l y high esteem Ьз̂  my covmtry's highest a u t h o r i t i e s . You placed your t a l e n t , 
experience, judgement and. very e x c e p t i o n a l d i p l o m a t i c g i f t s at the serv'ice of our v.'ork 
during t h i s very d i f f i c u l t and important i n i t . i a l phase. I n di s c h a r g i n g your f u n c t i o n s 
you c o n s t a n t l y p a i d p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n to the problems of each d e l e g a t i o n , •• . You d i d 
so w i t h the greatest concern, w i t h much imagination — a p a r t i c u l a r l y precious q u a l i t y 
i n d i p l o m a t i c f u n c t i o n s — and a l s o v;ith m¡uch f r i e n d s h i p , s e n s i t i v i t y and understanding 
of the needs of each of us. 

Apart, t h e r e f o r e , from your g i f t s as a great diplomcit, we have appreciated your 
human q u a l i t i e s v/hich we ha.ve a l l h e l d i n such esteem and , on behalf of my 
d e l e g a t i o n , I should l i k e to j o i n those who have expressed t h e i r profound g r a t i t u d e 
to you, V/e extend very sincere and v;arm good wishes to you, lír. Chairman, and vye 
s h a l l , of course, expect you to maJœ a p a r t i c u l a r l y valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n to the work 
of t h i s Committee v/hich has the honour to count yOu — and I hope f o r a long time to 
come — as one of i t s members. 

I v/ish, of course, to express m,y warmest wishes to our d i s t i n g u i s h e d colleague 
from A u s t r a l i a v/ho v / i l l succeed you as Chairman tomorrow. 

The СНАШ'1АП ( t r a n s l a t e d from Spanish); I thank the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of France, Ambassador de l a Gorce, f o r h i s very moving words v/hich I 
must probably a t t r i b u t e to our long-standing f r i e n d s h i p . Gentlemen,I should l i k e , 
before c l o s i n g the meeting, to thanlc you a l l very deeply and v/armly not only f o r the 
over-generous v/ords 7/ou have addressed to me and v/hich I do not at a l l deserve 
although I should l i k e to b e l i e v e them, but a l s o fo i - your c o l l a b o r a t i o n during the 
month of February when, as a r e s u l t of the p r i n c i p l e of geographic r o t a t i o n , I had 
the honour of serving as Chairman of the Committee on Disarmament, I t i s t h i s 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n , on v/hich I could alv/ays r e l y , that enabled us to b r i n g our work to a 
s u c c e s s f u l conclusion. The congra t u l a t i o n s you have so k i n d l y extended to the Chair 
should i n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s be ad.d.ressed to each and every one of you because i t i s 
thanks to a s p i r i t of mutual understanding, f l e x i b i l i t y and d e s i r e to reach 
compromise formulas that v/e have achieved a, consensus on the r u l e s of procedure t h a i 



CD/PV. 15 

1 2 

(The Chairman) 

the Coiümittee has j u s t adopted. ,̂  I^ consider .that ,this e x e r c i s e and the experience we 
have gained during the month of February augur w e l l f o r the work ahead of the 
Committee. We have shown, i n p r a c t i c e , that i t i s p o s s i b l e to take d e c i s i o n s by 
consensus when there e x i s t s f l e x i b i l i t y , a s p i r i t of compromise, co-operation 
and, above a l l , understanding of maitual p o s i t i o n s . To you a l l , t h e r e f o r e , my 
c o r d i a l and s i n c e r e s t thanlcs, I should l i k e to express s i m i l a r thanks to a l l 
members of the S e c r e t a r i a t who have \;orlced t i r e l e s s l y — o f t e n a f t e r working hours — 
e i t h e r t o prepare our documents or to i n t e r p r e t the statements made by d e l e g a t i o n s i n 
the Working. Group. They deserve the c o l l e c t i v e g r a t i t u d e of our Committee. F i n a l l y , 
I should l i k e , on my own behalf and on behalf of a l l of you, to extend to 
Ambassador Thomson, the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r a l i a , our best wishes 
and the assurances of our c o l l a b o r a t i o n so that under h i s chairmanship the work of 
the Committee on Disarmament w i l l continue to advance. 

The next meeting of the Committee w i l l take place i n t h i s room on Tuesday, 
б March, a t 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. under the chairmanship of A u s t r a l i a . I declare the meeting 
closed. 

The meeting rose at 5»25 p.m. 
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îirs. THORSSOH (Sv/eden); As l'understand i t , this~±B "the'flx^t-pl - e m i ? ^ ' 
îaeeting of the Committee on Disarmament d u r i n g the month of IVIarch and, 
consequently, \ i i t h the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of A u s t r a l i a i n the c h a i r . 
Being the f i r s t speaker t h i s morning, I should l i k e to extend to you, M r . Chairman, 

my most sin c e r e c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s and my f i r m b e l i e f t h a t , under your l e a d e r s h i p 
the vjork of the Committee on Disarmament d u r i n g t h i s month v i l l proceed e f f i c i e n t l y 
and e f f e c t i v e l y . 

Since t h i s i s the f i r s t time that I take the f l o o r dtiring the 1979 session 
of the Committee on Disarmament I vould a l s o l i k e to extend my greetings to a l l 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegations of the Committee. In doing so I v i s h to extend a 
s p e c i a l word of \jelcome to the delegations of those countries which are t a k i n g 
p a r t i n these m u l t i l a t e r a l disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s f o r the f i r s t time. 

The purpose of my i n t e r v e n t i o n today i s to express the views of the Swedish 
Government on the present s t a t u s of the n e g o t i a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g a comprehensive 
t e s t ban t r e a t y . I w i l l i n that context d i s c i i s s the progress report of the 
seventh s e s s i o n of the Ad Hoc Group of S c i e n t i f i c Experts to Consider I n t e m a t i o n a l 
Co-operative Measures to Detect and to i d e n t i f y Seismic Events. This report i s 
presented to the CD today. F i n a l l y , I should l i k e to make some general and 
p r e l i m i n a r y remarks with regard to document C D / 4 which contains views and 
suggestions on a p o s s i b l e approach i n the CD to the question of nuclear disarmament. 

The highest p r i o r i t y must be accorded by the Committee on Disarmament to the 
cuestión of a comprehensive ban on a l l n u c l e a r \/eapons t e s t s . Although a t e s t 
ban t r e a t y does not, i n our vie\', i n i t s e l f c o n s t i t u t e a disarmament measure i t 
would be h i g h l y instrumental i n the e f f o r t s to prevent n u c l e a r p r o l i f e r a t i o n . 

The present status of the CTB question gives cause f o r grave concern on the 
p a r t o f the Si'edish Government. Sweden, as a non-nuclear-weapon St a t e , prepared 
a d r a f t t r e a t y t e x t and submitted i t to the CCD i n March 1977. We l a t e r v.ielcomed 
the announcement i n mid-1977 that the Soviet Union, the United States and the 
United IGLngdom \геге engaged i n t r i l a t e r a l t a l k s on the sub j e c t . The f a c t that at 
l o n g l a s t substantive n e g o t i a t i o n s had s t a r t e d i n s p i r e d great expectations, and 
we placed much t r u s t and confidence i n the n e g o t i a t i n g Powers. From reports 
that reached us we got the impression that the n e g o t i a t i o n s \.'ere p r o g r e s s i n g f a s t 
and Me were l e d to b e l i e v e that t h e i r c onclusion could be atta,ined v d t h i n a 
r e l a t i v e l y short period of time. Today i t i s r e g r e t t a b l y c l e a r that recent 
developments i n the matter do not come up to e a r l i e r \/ell-founded expectations. 
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The Sx'edish Governnjent i s deeply disappointed at the l a c k of f i n a l r e s u l t s 
i n the t r i l a t e r a l ta,lks \Jhich has f u r t h e r delayed the m u l t i l a t e r a l CTB 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

T h i s , I h e l i e v e , represents not only the v i e u of the S^'edish Government, hut 
that of-numerous other Governments, as \.'ell as hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s a l l over the 
x.'orld. y u f f i c e i t to r e c a l l that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community has at i t s highest 
p o l i t i c a l l e v e l the United Hâtions General Assembly — repeatedly appealed to 
the three States to submit a d r a f t treaty on a comprehensive t e s t ban to the 
m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i n g body. P a r t i c u l a r importance \jas attached to 
r e s o l u t i o n 3 2 / 7 3 of 1 2 Becember 1 9 7 7 i n which the General Assembly a t i t s 
t h i r t y - s e c o n d s e s s i o n urged the three nuclear-\ieapon States to expedite t h e i r 
e f f o r t s as to enable the CCD to submit a d r a f t CTB t r e a t y to the United Hâtions 
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament. The support of the tlxree nuclear-v/eapon 
States f o r t h i s r e s o l u t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d a c l e a r expression of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l \àll 
and a commitment to i n i t i a t e m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s i n advance of the s p e c i a l 
s e s s i o n . 

Furthermore, i n two d i f f e r e n t r e s o l u t i o n s the General Assembly at i t s 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n made urgent appeals to the three States to expedite t h e i r 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . I-iany Governments, i n c l u d i n g my oun, have r e c e n t l y v;ith increased 
emphasis made appeals i n the same d i r e c t i o n . 

I t i s a matter of acute concern f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community that , i n 
s p i t e o f the great urgency of the matter, the three nuclear-' эароп States have not 
concluded t h e i r CTB n e g o t i a t i o n s and that there i s no f i r m i n d i c a t i o n as to v/hen 
the r e s x i l t s thereof can be expected. 

V/e are a l l a\/are that c e r t a i n extremely d i f f i c u l t problems i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s 
have i n f a c t been s u c c e s s f u l l y resolved by the j o i n t e f f o r t s of the three 
n e g o t i a t i n g Pov/ers. At the same time the importance of a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion 
of the n e g o t i a t i o n s has been vmderlined'by recent developments. I t i s therefore 
reasonable to expect that the remaining d i f f i c u l t i e s can a l s o be solved. 

While the co n c l u s i o n of a CTBT has been delayed, the t e s t i n g of nuclear 
e x p l o s i o n s , and thus the development of nuc l e a r v/eapons, have continued unabated. 
Observations and analyses made at the Hagfors Observatory i n Sweden showed that 
i n a l l 43 n u c l e a r explosions were conducted i n 1 9 7 S. Two out of three Chinese 
explosions were conducted i n the atmosphere, spreading r a d i o a c t i v e p a r t i c l e s 
tliroughout the northern hemisphere. T l i i s a d d i t i o n of r a d i o a c t i v i t y — although 
small — to our environment i s unacceptable. 
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Ten n u c l e a r explosions were observed to have taken place i n the 
United S t a t e s , \;hJ.le s i x French and two B r i t i s h explosions \'ere recorded. 
T\.'enty~seven of tne nuclear e x p l o s i o n t e s t s d i i r i n g 1978 v;ere c a r r i e d out by the 
Soviet Union. To judge f r o a the numbers, t l i i s i s the most intense t e s t i n g by 
the Soviet Union since the p a r t i a l t o s t ban t r e a t y \.'ent i n t o f o r c e i n 1 9 6 3 » 

T i l l s s i g n i f i c a n t increase i n t e s t i n g i s evidence of the need f o r a r a p i d conclusion 
of a comprehensive t e s t ban t r e a t y . 

I n order to enable the CB to f u l f i l the task assigned to i t by the 
United Ifations General Assembly i n respect of such a t r e a t y , i t i s of c r u c i a l 
importance t l i a t i t possesses a c l e a r understanding of the present status of the 
t r i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . For that reason I r e i t e r a t e the suggestion made i n t h i s 
Committee on 2 4 January by tlie Sv/edish F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r to the e f f e c t that the 
three Pov;ers give the members of the Committee a f u l l account of the remaining 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . That could be done i n a closed meeting. 

A f t e r these general remarks on the CTB matter, I \ . ' i l l now turn to the 
progress r e p o r t of the s e i s m o l o g i c a l expert group. The S\'edish d e l e g a t i o n f i n d s 
the vrork of the expert group to be a most valuable c o n t r i b u t i o n to e f f o r t s to 
e s t a b l i s h a monitoring system acceptable to a l l . The progress r e p o r t before you 
i s the r e s u l t o f considerable work c a r r i e d out by s c i e n t i f i c experts from a number 
of c o u n t r i e s around the \rorld. The Ad Hoc Group of S c i e n t i f i c Experts was 
e s t a b l i s h e d to s p e c i f y the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l data exchange 
\ j i t h the o b j e c t i v e of m u l t i l a t e r a l co-operation i n the v e r i f i c a t i o n of a СТБТ. 
V/e had the s a t i s f a c t i o n of seeing that a пшЬег of States outside the CD a l s o 
took p a r t i n the Group; A u s t r i a , Denmark, F i n l a n d , \íe\¡ Zealand and Norway. VJe 
a l s o very much welcome the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Mexican experts and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of VMO. 

The vrork of the Group concerns the v e r i f i c a t i o n of a t e s t ban and i s of 
v i t a l importance f o r the whole CTBT question. 

The experts provided us a l r e a d y i n 1 9 7 8 x.dth a very s o l i d r e p o r t (CCD/ 5 5 8 ) , 

i n v'hich they unanimously proposed a data exchange between some 5 0 s t a t i o n s around 
the globe, u s i n g VIMO chcUinels f o r data transmission and some s p e c i a l data centres 
f o r the h a n d l i n g and a n a l y s i s of the data. I n t h i s way States irould be provided 
\ j i t h b a s i c i n f o r m a t i o n f o r e v a l u a t i n g compliance w i t h the CTBT. T l i i s proposal 
already i n i t s e l f was a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the s o l u t i o n of the 
v e r i f i c a t i o n problem. 
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The experts are пом i n the process of p r e p a r i n g a second report vjlrLch 
elaborates on the data exchange i n t e c h n i c a l d e t a i l ' and o u t l i n e s experimental 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

In the progress r e p o r t n o \ : before us i t i s suggested that a report on these 
matters should be given to the CD before the end of i t s s e s s i o n t h i s summer. 

I therefore f o r m a l l y propose that the CD takes note of the'progress- report 
and takes a d e c i s i o n on the dates of the next meeting. ' • 

I nov; \'p:at to say a fev; \.'ords on \iorking paper CD/4, submitted by seven 
States members and introduced by Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n on б February. 

Ify d e l e g a t i o n has taken note w i t h great i n t e r e s t o f t h i s v;orId.ng paper 
c o n t a i n i n g views and suggestions on a p o s s i b l e approach i n the CD to the question 
of n u c l e a r disarmament. The proposal of the.seven s o c i a l i s t States to i n i t i a t e 
Gons'ultations and n e g o t i a t i o n s on nuclear disarraament i n t h i s Committee addresses 
i t s e l f to--the most urgent p r i o r i t y item i n the programme of a c t i o n adopted by the 
General Assembly's s p e c i a l s e s s i o n devoted to disarmament. That i n i t s e l f makes 
i t an important proposal. At the same time the i;orlcLng paper i n v o l v e s a number 
of very complex and d e l i c a t e questions. Some of these were commented on by 
Ambassador I s s r a e l y a n i n h i s statement on 6 February. 

The S\jedish Government i s s t i l l i n the process of c o n s i d e r i n g various 
important aspects of the p r o p o s a l , and I ara therefore not prepared to make any 
d e t a i l e d and p r e c i s e comment on i t today. I v;ould, hov/ever, already at t h i s stage 
l i k e to raake some remarks of a general and p r e l i m i n a r y nature. 

Concrete and s u b s t a n t i a l n u c l e a r disarmament measures are necessary f o r raany 
reasons., some of v;liich are s t i l l more compelling today than they \;ere only a fev; 
years ago. From many p o i n t s of vie\; disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those r e l a t i n g to n u c l e a r arras, are the concern of a l l n a t i o n s . G l o b a l and 
r e g i o n a l s e c u r i t y i s profoundly a f f e c t e d by the ongoing arras race and conversely 
by any s u b s t a n t i a l measure of c o n t r o l and disarmament i.hich can be achieved. When 
the l e a d i n g m i l i t a r y Powers decide to conduct n e g o t i a t i o n s on the basis of l i m i t e d 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , as f o r instance i n the case of• the s t r a t e g i c arras l i m i t a t i o n t a l k s , 
these n e g o t i a t i o n s have a b e a r i n g on the u l t i m a t e s e c u r i t y of other c o i m t r i e s 
as w e l l . A l l countries have a l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r i n i t i a t i o n , conduct 
and eventual r e s u l t s . 

The CD v;as c o n s t i t u t e d as the p r i n c i p a l forum f o r disarraament n e g o t i a t i o n s 
pursuant to the F i n a l Document of the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. 
The CD should i n princi.ple be f u l l y u t i l i z e d f o r the implementation of the progrararae 
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of a c t i o n contained i n that docanient. A g a i n s t - t h i s baclcgrovaid, the Swedish 
Government welcomes the m u l t i l a t e r a l approach to nuclear disarmament n e g o t i a t i o n s 
contained i n the vJorlcLng paper. Paragraph 4З of the progx-imme of. a c t i o n embodies 
another f a c t of p r i n c i p a l importance v.'ith respect to n u c l e a r disarmament wlúch 
a p p l i e s r e g a r d l e s s of the method of n e g o t i a t i o n . In accordance \ ; i t h t h i s 
paragraph, nuclear-weapon States \;hich possess the most important n u c l e a r 
a r s e n a l s bear a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a c l i i e v i n g n u c l e a r 
disarmament. 

An important consequence of t h i s p r i n c i p l e i s enjbodied i n paragraph 52 

s t a t i n g t l i a t the USSR and the United States should conclude a SALT I I agreement 
at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date, and l e t i t be followed promptly by f u r t h e r SALT 
n e g o t i a t i o n s between the t\/o p a r t i e s , l e a d i n g to agreed s i g n i f i c a n t reductions 
of and " q u a l i t a t i v e l i m i t a t i o n s " i n s t r a t e g i c arms. Urgent and vigorous p u r s u i t , 
to a s u c c e s s f u l conclusion, of ongoing n e g o t i a t i o n s and urgent i n i t i a t i o n of 
f u r t h e r n e g o t i a t i o n s among the nuclear-weapon States are subsequently c a l l e d f o r 
i n the F i n a l Document. 

To sum up, as I see i t there are three important aspects viliich must be 
evaluated i n r e l a t i o n to the working paper C D / 4 . . The f i r s t aspect i s the f a c t 
t hat the United States and the Soviet Union bear a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the process towards nuclear disarmament. The second i s the question of the 
substance of p o s s i b l e m u l t i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s . The programme of a c t i o n 
enumerates i n paragraph 50 the s p e c i f i c s e c t o r s where agreement at appropriate 
stages and v.ith adequate mea^sures of v e r i f i c a t i o n are u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d . In t h i s 
context I \;ould l i k e to r e c a l l the Swedish v/orlcLng paper of 50 January 1978, 
i n which vje i d e n t i f i e d f i v e stages by which n u c l e a r disarraament x.'ould have to be 
a t t a i n e d . The thiird aspect i s the method or complementary raethods of 
n e g o t i a t i o n s chosen to achieve concrete r e s u l t s , Ue are, I repeat, aware of the 
f a c t that an undertaking along the l i n e s of working paper C D / 4 i n v o l v e s numerous 
extreraeiy d i f f i c u l t p o l i t i c a l and t e c h n i c a l problems. At t h i s jvmcture I \ ; i l l 
merely s t a t e that the Swedish d e l e g a t i o n w i l l f o l l o w t h i s i s s u e v.ith great 
a t t e n t i o n and i s prepared, to take p a r t i n p o s s i b l e c o n s u l t a t i o n s . V/e intend to 
r e v e r t to the raatter v.ith raore detailed, coraments at a l a t e r stage. 
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I l r . OGISO (Japan): F i r s t of a l l , on Dehalf of ay d e l e g a t i o n , I uould l i k e 
to congratulate your E x c e l l e n c y on your assuaption of the l i i g h o f f i c e of Chairman of 
the Committee on Diso.rmament. I am confident that, under your l e a d e r s h i p and 
competent guidance, t h i s Committee u i l l prove to -he most s u c c e s s f u l . 

I uould a l s o l i k e to take t h i s opporturdty tc e;:press my s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n to 

I l l s E x c e l l e n c y Ambassador Pozas, uho guided t l i i s Committee f o r tho month of February 
to a s u c c e s s f u l adoption of the r u l e s o f procedure. 

As \;e s t a r t d e l i b e r a t i o n s on the progress report of the Ad Hoc Group of 
S c i o n t i f i c Experts on seismic events, I should l i l c e to express the vie\;s of the 
Japanese Government on the question of a comprehensive nu c l e a r t e s t ban t r e a t y uhich 
has fne h i g l i e s t p r i o r i t y i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s of t h i s Committee. 

Heedless to say, n u c l e a r disarmament i s the most urgent task i n the f i e l d of 
disarmament, and the f i r s t step touard a c h i e v i n g the goal of nuclear disarmament i s a 
comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban. A comprehensive nu c l e a r t e s t ban \ . ' i l l c o n t r i b u t e 
to h a l t i n g the endless n u c l e a r arms race by preventing the quailta/faive improvement of 
n u c l e a r ueapons, and enhancing n u c l e a r n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n by opening the comprehensive 
n u c l e a r t e s t ban t r e a t y to non-nuclear-i/eapon S t a t e s . 

Tho Treaty on the H o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n of Huclear Weapons i s , i n s p i t e of i t s 
inherent i n e q u a l i t y , the most important e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g a l framework f o r 
p r e v e n t i n g n u c l e a r p r o l i f e r a t i o n and, as such, \.'ith a view to preventing n u c l e a r 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n , many non-nuclear-\;eapon States — i n c l u d i n g Japan — have acceded to 
the Treaty. The Treaty s t i p u l a t e s that the non-nuclear-ueapon States must renounce 
n u c l e a r armaments, but nuclear-ueapon S t a t e s , i n t h e i r t u r n , undertake "to pursue 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i n good f a i t h on e f f e c t i v e measures r e l a t i n g to c e s s a t i o n of the nuclear 
arms race at an e a r l y date and to n u c l e a r disarmament, and on a t r e a t y on general and 
complete disarmament under s t r i c t and e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l " . That i s v;hy 
the nuclear-ueapon States have been s t r o n g l y urged to r e a l i z e a comprehensive nuclear 
t e s t ban at the e a r l i e s t o p p o r t u n i t y . 

The Government of Japan has stressed t l i a t i t i s the l a c k of p o l i t i c a l v ; i l l on. 
the p a r t of the nuclear-ueapon States that has Mndered the r e a l i z a t i o n of a 
comprehensive nu c l e a r t e s t ban. In t h i s respect, i t \Jas considered a fori.'ard-
loolcing p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n by the leaders of the USSPi, the United Kingdom and 
the United States when they s t a r t e d t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s on CTB i n March 1977' 

I t v;as an expression of the expectations of the urarld f o r the conclusion ox a 
comprehensive t e s t ban t r e a t y that the tenth s p e c i a l s e s s i o n of the 
Genera,! Assembly devoted to disarmament urged i n paragraph 51 of i t s F i n a l Document 
that the n e g o t i a t i o n s on "a t r e a t y p i r o h i b i t i n g nuclear-ueapon t e s t s , and a 
p r o t o c o l c o v e r i n g nuclear explosions f o r peaceful purposes, v.hich \fould be an 
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i n t e g r a l p a r t of the t r e a t y " should be concluded u r g e n t l y . I t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
so i n the l i g h t of the nature of t h i s document \;hich \/as adopted by 
consensus. 

Responding to such expectations, the d i s t i n g u i s l i e d delegate of the 
United. ICingdom i n M s capacity as a re p r e s e n t a t i v e of the t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i n g 
p a r t i e s made two progress r e p o r t s to the Confsrence of the Committee on Disarmament. 
Namely, he stated on 16 March 1973 that " S u b s t a n t i a l progress has been made towards 
agreement on the p r o v i s i o n s of a t r e a t y p r o h i b i t i n g nuclea.r-\'eapon t e s t s and a 
p r o t o c o l covering n u c l e a r explosions f o r peaceful purposes v M c h v.'ould be an 
i n t e g r a l p a r t of the t r e a t y . A n u m b e r of important p o i n t s have already been 
agreed; on some outstanding i s s u e s , the d i f f e r e n c e s between the p o s i t i o n s of the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s have narro\;ed", and he f u r t h e r stated on 8 August 1973 that " I t can 
be reported-with s a t i s f a c t i o n that s i g n i f i c a n t progress has been made i n recent 
months i n se v e r a l areas of the negotations. The delega,tions have proceeded beyond 
an excJiange o f views on t h e i r b a s i c approaches and p r i n c i p l e s and are now addressing 
elements of agreement that have emerged as w e l l as s p e c i f i c p o i n t s that remain to 
be r e s o l v e d " . 

Almost one year has passed since the d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegate of the 
United Kingdom s a i d i n h i s report to the CCD t l i a t s u b s t a n t i a l progress had been made. 
I appreciate the serious n e g o t i a t i o n s continued by the three p a r t i e s concerned 
àгяring that p e r i o d . But the Committee on Disarmament has not so f a r rece i v e d any 
r e s u l t s from the t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s . I f fche Committee on Disarmament, as a 
n e g o t i a t i n g body, cannot s t a r t concrete n e g o t i a t i o n s on the urgent task of a 
comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban xihen i t has completed i t s work on o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
matters such as .the r u l e s of procedure and agenda because the r e s u l t s of the 
t r i l a t e r a l n e g o t i a t i o n s have not been submitted to i t , i t viould be a most 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g s i t u a t i o n , not only f o r t h i s n e g o t i a t i n g body \.Mch \.'аз opened and 
blessed by high-ranking d i g n i t a r i e s i n c l u d i n g many f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s , but a l s o 
f o r v;orld p u b l i c o p i n i o n . Of course we do not t o t a l l y ignore the arguments 
t l i a t e l u c i d a t i o n of the d e t a i l s o f the outstanding i s s u e s i n the n e g o t i a t i o n s 
may complicate the e f f o r t s of the p a r t i e s concerned. I "ould, however, l i k e to 
remind the Committee that t M s explanation was made by the re p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
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n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i e s almost one year ago, and that i t i s considered that general 
o.greeiTients have already heen reached on importont and b a s i c p o i n t s . 

While e x p c j t i n g that the current t r i p a r t i t e n e g o t i a t i o n s \ ' i l l be 
concluded u r g e n t l y and n e g o t i a t i o n s on a t r e a t y text лп11 be s t a r t e d 
G x p e d i t i o u s l y i n t i l l s Comnittee, I should l i k e to expreso the vie\. 'G of ny 
d e l e g a t i o n on some of the ruestions ' h i c h a,re of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to my 
country i n fo r m u l a t i n g the d r a f t t r e a t y . 

I t may be i n f e r r e d from tho vie-..'G e : . : p r e G a e ü at the CCD by the States 
'.'hich a,re e s p e c i a l l y concerned tho.t tîie main outstanding i s s u e s concerning 
a. comprehensive t e s t ban arc the question of nuclear explosions f o r peaceful 
purposes and the question of v e r i f i c a t i o n . As to the i s s u e of nuclear 
explosions f o r peaceful purposes, my d e l e g a t i o n has c o n s i c t e n t l y taken the 
p o s i t i o n , as I have repeatedly s a i d i n my past i n t e r v e n t i o n s , that no nuclear 
explosions f o r peaceful purposes should be conducted unless an agreement i s 
reached on appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l arrangements f o r s u p e r v i s i o n and 
procedures to prevent loopholes. I f the comprehensive t e s t ban allows peaceful 
n u c l e a r e x p l o s i o n s , there would be a r i s k that non-nuclear-v.ieo,pon States might 
a c c u i r e the techniques f o r n u c l e a r explosions Tinder the guise of peaceful 
purposes, and tloat nuclear-veapon States ' . ' i l l f i n d t^ays round the ban on 
nuclear-\;eapon t e s t i n g . 

We noi.i a„ssuae that a,greements, a t l e a s t i n p r i n c i p l e , on the suspension 
on n u c l e a r explosions f o r p e a c e f u l purposes, s i m i l a r to those Japan has always 
maintained, ha've been reached, i n the l i g h t of the progress report made by 
the d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegate of the United Kingdom on ?• August l a s t year i n 
which i t i s stated that "The three n e g o t i a t i n g p a r t i o s are agreed that the 
t r e a t y should e s t a b l i s h a ban on any nu c l e a r '..-ea^pon t o s t e x p l o s i o n i n any 
environment and that the p r o v i s i o n s of a i j r o t o c o l which would be an i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of the t r e a t y , \'ould apply to nuc l e a r explosions f o r peaceful purposes"; 
and t h i s \.'as confirmed by the United Kingdom delegate i n h i s statement on 
2 4 Januarj'- t h i s year at t h i s Committee. 
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V/ith respect to the question o f v e r i f i c a t i o n , there are t \ i o i s s u e s ; 
( l ) o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n s , and (2) seismic data exchange, L s regards o n - s i t e 
i n s p e c t i o n , the Japanese d e l e g a t i o n considers that i n a d d i t i o n to v e r i f i c a t i o n 
Ъу s e i s m o l o g i c a l methods, \;hich I \ . ' i l l touch on s h o r t l y , and other n a t i o n a l 
means, i t '111 r e q u i r e o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n as a supplementary means to a s c e r t a i n 
v e r i f i c a t i o n vhen there i s any doubt. Nevertheless, i f d e t a i l e d agreements 
are reached f a c i l i t a t i n g s e i s m o l o g i c a l means of d e t e c t i o n and v e r i f i c a t i o n by 
other n a t i o n a l means, the need f o r o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n may be somex'hat l e s s than 
i f there i s no such agreement. In t h i s respect, there may remain the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of c o n s i d e r i n g the method of " v e r i f i c a t i o n by challenge" as proposed 
by Sveden, 

As my d e l e g a t i o n proposed at the C C D on 3 March 1 9 7 7 » the establishment 
of an i n t e m a t i o n a l system of seismic data exclmnge thr-ough uhich a l l seismic 
data can be c o l l e c t e d i l t h o u t delay I ' i l l be necessary i n order to detect and 
i d e n t i f y undergrou d nuclear t e s t s . In t h i s connexion, I should l i k e to pay 
t r i b u t e to the work of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on seismic events \;hich has 
been making p o s i t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n s under the auspices of the C C D and the C D 
since August 1 9 7 6 ' In p a r t i c u l a r , my de l e g a t i o n welcomes the close 
co-operation bet\'een the Group of Experts and the V/orld Meteorological' 
O r g a n i z a t i o n \;hich has been \югкеа out by the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s of vniO at the seventh session of the Ad Hoc Group t h i s year. 

The d i s t i n g u i s h e d delegate of the United Kingdom i n h i s progress report 
on 16 March l a s t year stated that "The USSR, the United Kingdom and the 
United States share the \ i d e l y - h e l d vie\j that an i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange of 
seismic data \ d l l p l a y a major r o l e i n v e r i f i c a t i o n of complia,nce i . i t h the 
Treaty", and added that "They agree t l i a t the g u i d e l i n e s f o r s e t t i n g up and 
running the i n t e m a t i o n a l seismic exchange should be l a i d dovn i n an annex to 
the t r e a t y , and that the d e t a i l e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and procedural arrangements 
f o r implementing the i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange should be "orked out a f t e r the 
entry i n t o force of the t r e a t y , drawing on the recommendations contained i n 
the r e p o r t of the Ad Hoc Group". The experimental exorcises of the seismic 

file:///idely-held


13 

( l l r . Ogiso, Japan) 

data exchange sj^steni, as \;as proposed hy the Grou.p, \ ; i l l c o n t r i h u t o to the 
dra-v'ing up of the " g u i d e l i n e s " to be provided i n an annex to the CTB t r e a t y . 
I t \ , ' i l l a l s o make the prompt implementation of the p r o v i s i o n s of the oTB t r e a t y 
p o s s i b l e a f t e r i t s entry i n t o f o r c e , since the experimental exercises vill 

f a c i l i t a t e the formulation of what tho United Kingdom progress r e p o r t c a l l e d 
the "detanled organiza, t i c n a l and procedural arrangements" г.Б soon as p o s s i b l e 
a f t e r tho t r e a t y enters i n t o force or, as the case may he, they v i i l l make such 
arrangements coTie i n t o e f f e c t concurrently \áth the enti-y i n t o force of the 
t r e a t y . From t h i s p o i n t of v i e v , i t \'ould be a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n f o r 
•progress toviards the conc l u s i o n of the CTB t r e a t y i f the Comraittee, a t an 
appropriate sta.ge f o l l o w i n g tho proposal of the Ad Hoc Group, decides to hold 
experimental e x e r c i s e s of the seismic data exchange system before the entry i n t o 
force of the t r e a t y . 

I t may a l s o be necessary to consider the establishment of a standing 
committee of experts from which advice may be made a v a i l a b l e r e garding the 
s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n i c a l problems of v e r i f i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
data exchange system. 

The v e r i f i c a t i o n system of the CTB t r e a t y \ ; i l l be more e f f e c t i v e and 
strengthened i f , i n a d d i t i o n to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l system of seismic data exchange, 
concrete agreements could be reached on f a o i l i t a t i n g v e r i f i c a t i o n by n a t i o n a l 
means such as the s e t t i n g up, on a r e c i p r o c a l b a s i s , of appropriate numbers of 
"black boxes" or tamper-proof automatic s t a t i o n s , and observation by s a t e l l i t e s , 
as I stated on 17 August l a s t year i n the CCB. 

In concluding my remarks, I should l i k e to remind the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
delegates of r e s o l u t i o n 35/71C adopted by the General Assembly a t i t s 
t h i r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n , and s t r o n g l y appeal to a l l S t a t e s , a.nà i n p a r t i c u l a r , a l l 
nuclear-\;eapon S t a t e s , to r e f r c i i n frora conducting any t e s t i n g of nuc l e a r weapons 
and other n u c l e a r explosive devices pending the conc l u s i o n of a comprehensive 
t e s t ban t r e a t y . 

I should a l s o l i k e to urge France, \jhich has j o i n e d t h i s Committee, and 
China, \Jhich has not so f a r a.ttended i t , to p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on n u c l e a r disarmament. 
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I l r . FËIH (lîetherlands) ; Today I wish to тэДсе some remarks on the f o l l o w i n g 
i s s u e s . I x.dsh to introduce a t c c l m i c a l vrorking paper i n the f i e l d of seisnralogy. 
I i n t e n d to malee some observations on the l a s t meeting of the Ac Hoc Group of 
se i s m o l o g i c a l experts, and I s h a l l touch upon our vrork during the spring session. 

G c i e n t i s t s i n tho f i e l d of seismology have developed se v e r a l methods of 
i d e n t i f y i n g seismic events, that i s to say, of distinguísliing between earthqualces 
and underground explosions. Host of these methods hatvo been described i n one or 
more of the nvimerous working papers of the CCD as v^ell as i n the f i r s t report of 
the Ad Hoc Group of b c i e n t i f i c Е;фег1з to Consider Internationad Co-opera.tive 
Hea.sures to Detect and tc I d e n t i f y Seismic Events. Although severa.l a.cceptohle 
s e i s m i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n methods o:ást novradays, the soaxch f o r other methods and the 
t e s t i n g of e x i s t i n g methods continues. I t i s d e s i r a b l e to ha.ve a vrider choice of 
independent and v e r i f i e d seismic i d o n t i f i c a , t i o n methods to r e i n f o r c e confidence i n 
the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a pa,rticulo.r event. 

One of the methods discussed i n the past i s to malœ use of the f a c t that an 
ex p l o s i o n and an earthqualce beha.ve d i f f e r e n t l y at the source. An explosion can be 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a sudden outvraxd motion i n which energy i s r a d i a t e d e q u a l l y i n a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s . I'/ith an earthqualce t h i s i s not the case, the energy r a d i a t i o n 
depending upon the p o s i t i o n of the plane along vrliich shear motion occurs i n the 
earthciuaJce source. T h e o r e t i c a l l y i t vrould therefore be p o s s i b l e to d i s t i n g u i s h 
betvreen an earthquake and an exp l o s i o n by measuring the motions, and e s p e c i a l l y the 
i n i t i a l motions of the d i r e c t waves around the source of the seismic event. 

The p r a . c t i c a i p o s s i b i l i t i e s of- u s i n g t h i s p a r t i c u l a r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n method 
ha.s novr been studied by Netherlands experts, vrho cam.e to the conclusion that the 
method can only be used under c e r t a i n r e s t r i c t e d circumstances. The study i s 
described i n vrorking document CD/T novr being tabbied." I t i s c l e a r from the' studj'-
that one cannot u s e the method a l t o g e t h e r on i t s ovrn v i t h confidence f o i - the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of seismic events, but i t can :p-ovide valuable a d d i t i o n a l support 
f o r the conclusions o f other seismic i d e n t i f i c a t i o n methods. I t i s also shovm 
that the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the method depend-S very much on the l o c a t i o n of the event 
vrith respect to the seismic s t a t i o n s of the monitoring netxrork. 

l/c i n the Netherlands considered i t vrortlivrhilo to present to you t h i s study 
on an a d d i t i o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n method vrhich covild bo u s e f u l i n a, f u t u r e 
i n t e x n a t i o n a i seismic netvrork i n the context of a. comprehensive nuclear t e s t ban. 
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During the l a s t two weeks the Ad Hoc Group of úcientific Eзфerts to Consider 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-operative Measures to Detect and to I d e n t i f y Seismic Events held 
i t s seventh s e s s i o n . Quite som.o progress was made i n the Group and i n i t s 
sub-groups on a пгипЬег of t c c h n i c a t d e t a i l s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a t seismic system 
which w i l l be needed i n the context of a comprehensive t e s t b a n t r e a t y . I n i t s 
work, the Group based i t s e l f , of course, on the f i r s t report of the Group, GCD/558. 

As \re can see i n the l a t e s t progress r e p o r t of the Group, a r a t h e r s u b s t a n t i a l 
delay i s recjuested f o r tho submission of i t s second r e p o i t . Although there may 
be some v a l i d t o c l m i c a l reasons f o r t h i s delay — i n p a r t i c u l a r to develop a 
number of t e c h n i c a l annexes to the report — my delegation \ashes to express 
concern at, the pace at which progress i s being made. Ue axe under the impression 
t h a t other than t e c h n i c a l reasons were a l s o i n v o l v e d i n requesting the delay. 

My d e l e g a t i o n would have hoped that tho work of the Group coulct have been 
f i n i s h e d somewhat e a r l i e r , thus malcing i t e a s i e r f o r countries to s t a r t the 
requested p r e p a r a t i o n s and tc c l i n i c a l t e s t s of elements of tho fu t u r e system. Such 
small-scale t e s t s could be very h e l p f u l i n o b t a i n i n g a b e t t e r i d e a of xrhich 
resources a c o u n o r j í - needs to participa,te i n the f i n a t system. The second rejport 
of the seismic Group, which should describe q u i t e a number of r e g u l a t i o n s and 
i n s t r u c t i o n s , would have been very h e l p f u l i n assessing these aspects. Considering 
the f a c t that a d r a f t CTB t r e a t y could be presented to tho CD xr i t h i n a few months — 
I hope — i t must be cleax that my d e l e g a t i o n can o n l y r e l u c t a n t l y agree to a 
postponement of the pr e s e n t a t i o n of a- second re p o r t bo the summer. I also hope 
that the r e p o r t w i l l c ontain cleax-cut recommendations. 

Several members of t h i s Gommittee have proposed, tho hol d i n g of a s o - c a l l e d 
"experimental e.xerciso", that i s , a t e s t of the xrhole f u t u r e seisnrLc system to be 
used i n the context of a CTB. I n f a c t , the f i r s t report of the seismic Group 
recommends such an ejcperimental e x e r c i s e . This would be a complete t e s t - r u n of a 
dur a t i o n of about one year of the necessary seismic netx.rork — data g a t h e r i n g , 
communications, a n a l y s i s i n data contres and at the nationaJ l e v e l , e t c . — to see 
vrhether the system vrorks w e l l , to a s c e r t a i n what the problems are and what 
c a p a b i l i t i e s the system has to deter underground, nu c l e a r e:фlosions under t e s t ban 
co n d i t i o n s . 

Now, the p r a c t i c a l problems of having such a complete exc-rcise are r a t h e r 
s u b s t a n t i a l . Tho seismic nctxrork e x i s t s o n l y p a r t l y at the moment. Moreover, 
ejqperts from one nuclear-vreapon State have maintained that such an e^cnerimental 
e x e r c i s e can o n l y be hel d a.fter the CTB t r e a t y has entered i n t o f o r c e , otherx/ise 
one xrould not knoxr x.rhich c o u n t r i e s xrould participa.te i n the f i n a l system and one 
could not mal;e г fina . 1 assessment of the system. 
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At f i r s t s i g h t , there i s some l o g i c to. that l a s t argument; hut only some. 
I f one w a i t s w i t h ал exiperimental e x e r c i s e u n t i l the CÏB t r e a t y has entered i n t o 
f o r c G , there w i l l be no time f o r such ал e x e r c i s e . As soon as there i s a. t r e a t y , 
one must possess the means t o v e r i f y compliance w i t h i t . Therefore, the seismic 
system must be e s t a b l i s h e d immediately a f t e r the entry i n t o f o r c e of the t r e a t j r . 
There i s then no time l e f t fox- experiments. 

I t i s therefore c l e a r that such an e x e r c i s e i s only u s e f u l before the entry 
i n t o f o r c e o f a С Щ t r e a t y . Iiy Government s t i l l hopes that a m . u l t i l a t e r a l CTB 
i r i l l be concluded and signed t h i s y e a r . This lea.ves very l i t t l e time f o r 
p r e p a r a t i o n s . I t i s more d i f f i c u l t to p r e d i c t when the t r e a t y x r i l l enter i n t o 
f o r c e . 

We have novr three captions: (a) We s t a r t the exercise noxr, (b) A f u l l scale 
ejqperimenta-l e x e r c i s e w i l l never be h e l d ; (c) The d e c i s i o n to h o l d an e x e r c i s e i s 
tcJœn as soon as the mul b i l a t e r a l CTB t r e a t y shapes up. 

I n p r i n c i p l e d e l e g a t i o n p r e f e r s o p t i o n ( a ) . Hoxrever, apart from the 
t e c l i n i c a l problems inherent i n s t a r t i n g such я p r o j e c t very soon, there does not 
seem to be r^greement at present on such a l i n e of a c t i o n . S i n c e , on the othei' 
hand 5 a l l seem to agree that an experimentad ex e r c i s e x/ould be u s e f u l , to f o l l o x r 
o p t i o n (b) xrould be a p i t y . We should therefore consider the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of 
o p t i o n ( c ) . I could imagine t h a t , a f t e r the submission of a t r i l a t e r a l d r a f t 
CTB t r e a t y to the Committe , i t w i l l soon become c l e a r x-rhich c o u n t r i e s do s e r i o u s l y 
p l a n to j o i n the r u l t i l a t e r a l t e s t ban t r e a t y . Betxreen that time and the e n t r y 
i n t o f o r c e of the t r e a t y , q u i t e some time x.dll be l e f t . I t xfould r e a l l y be 
r e g r e t t a b l e i f t h a i p e r i o d x/ere not used foi- an experimental e x e r c i s e o r , perhaps, 
s m a l l e r - s c a l e experiments. Such experiments xrould c l e a r l y help i n e s t a b l i s h i n g 
the f i n a l seismic netxrork at tho time of the t r e a t y ' s e n t r y i n t o f o r c e . My 
d e l e g a t i o n xrould c e r t a i n l y be i n t e r e s t e d i n hearing the viei/s of other delegations 
on t h i s matter. 

I xrould noxf l i k e to malee a fevr comments on our xrork during the remainder of 
t h i s s p r i n g s e s s i o n . 

We are a i l a.xrare of the f a c t that the disarmament a.genda i n general — I am 
not r e f e r r i n g only to t h i s Committee — i s h e a v i l y loaded f o r the coming years. 
P r e p a r a t i o n of revicxr conferences, the u n i t e d Nations Disarmament Commission, the 
iniiumsn weapons question, e t c . malee i t more and more d i f f i c u l t to spend s u f f i c i e n t 
time on p a r t i c u l a r CD s u b j e c t s , c e r t a i n l y f o r smaller coxmtries. Hovrever, vre xrould 
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not Ъо f u l f i l l i n g our o b l i g a t i o n s i n tlois Committee i f \re vrere to stop our vorlz 

too e a s i l y dui-ing o t l i e r conferences; except of course during tlie General Assembly 
and other vory important meetings. Ve must not regard the CD as a stop-gap 
betvreen other gotherings. 

Even talcing t h i s i n t o a-ccount, there i s not much time l e f t during the spring 
meetings. A f t e r time-consvmiing c o n s u l t a t i o n s on the r u l e s of procedure, ue эхе 
novr s t a r t i n g the process of d.eveloping a substantivo agenda. This i s a n important 
matter, and I vrould not be s u r p r i s e d i f i t took us ciuite some time. Then vre 
have to g^gree on a. programme of vrork. This could mean that not much time i s 
l e f t i n the spring session f o r substantive d i s c u s s i o n s . 

Normally speaking, vre can only decide on our programme of vrork a f t e r the 
adoption of the agenda. Nevertheless, i t i s p o s s i b l e to reserve already novr some 
periods i n the s p r i n g f o r substantive d i s c u s s i o n s on matters vre a l l agree must be 
t a c k l e d i n any ca^se. Me aro doing j u s t that already t h i s vreek, as vre are 
concentrating on the report of the seismic Group. 

In the past too vre o f t e n spent a vreck on d i s c u s s i o n s , formal and i n f o r m a l , on 
one s u b j e c t . Por a p r e l i m i n a r y exchange of vievrs t h i s could somotimes be 
s u f f i c i e n t , A s e r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n , ho"ever, vrould be impossible i n such a short 
time frame. I t vrould therefore be b e t t e r to concentrate on one or tvro items 
during a longer p e r i o d of several ueoks. 

Taking a l l t h i s i n t o account, I vrish to suggest the f o l l o v r i n g . As I s a i d 
e a r l i e r i n t i l l s Conmattec, i t i s perhaps b e t t e r to delay n e g o t i a t i o n s on the 
nucl e a r test ban u n t i l the t r i l a t e r a l t a l k s have produced r e s u l t s . Hovrever, i n 
our v i e u , the other item on the p r i o r i t y l i s t of the Gommittee, the chemical 
vreapons q u e s t i o n , i s r i p o f o r serious d i s c u s s i o n . A vridespread f e e l i n g e x i s t s 
i n t h i s Committee that the CD must now s t a r t vrork on t h i s i s s u e . There i s only 
a s l i g h t d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n on hovr to handle the CM problem. Proposals have 
been made to e s t a b l i s h an ad hoc vrorking group. We have no o b j e c t i o n to that 
i d e a , but vre have the impirossion that not a l l countries are v r i l l i n g to talce that 
step now. For my d e l e g a t i o n , i t i s more important to s t a r t d i s c u s s i o n s on the 
substance of the chemical vreo.pons problem than on the mandate of a p o s s i b l e vrorking 
group. You v r i l l remember the Netherlands vrorking paper C D / 6 i n vrhich my d e l e g a t i o n 
proposed s u b s t a n t i a l d i s c u s s i o n on a genei-al o u t l i n e of an agreement on GW vrithout 
the absolute n e c e s s i t y of s e t t i n g up a vrorking group. Indeed, vro could also do our 
vrork i n i n f o r m a l meetings of the Committee i t s e l f . I t i s c l e a r , hovrcvor, that vre 
v r i l l need q u i t e some time f o r such an e x e r c i s e , and I vrould thei-efore l i k e to 
suggest spending the p e r i o d of 2б l l a r c h to 12 A p r i l on tJie CW question. 
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Иг. PPEIPPER (Federal Republic of Germany)s Иу d e l e g a t i o n xrelcomed the 
d e c i s i o n talcen hy t h i s Committee on 22 February t h i s year to devote the week from 
5 l i a r c h to 9 Harch to the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the progress report submitted by the 
Ad Hoc Group of seismic exrperts. 

V/e l o o m from, t h e report that the d i s c u s s i o n of the various chapters of the 
f i n a l r e p o r t achieved progress. My d e l e g a t i o n hopes t h a t , as a r e s u l t of the 
in-depth d i s c u s s i o n of the questions i n v o l v e d , the submission of the f i n a . l r eport 
w i l l be p o s s i b l e at the time envisaged by t h e exrperts. 

Tho seventh session of the Ad Hoc Group x / h i c h ended l a s t vreek succeeded i n 
c l a r i f y i n g a x l d i t i o n a l items. I t covered new- ground end l e d to some progress. 

A l a r g e p a r t of the task entrusted by the CCD i n May 1 9 7 3 — and confirmed 
by the CD on 1 5 Pebruary 1 9 7 9 — to the eicperts nov; seems to be accomplished. An 
a d d i t i o n a l number of d e t a i l e d questions xfith regard to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l seismic 
d a . t a exchange system have been c l a r i f i e d . 

I n t h i s context, ' t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of txro reioresentatives o f ViMO v/a.s of 
p a r t i c u . l a r value as they vrere a.ble to give new- i n f o r m a t i o n on the VuIO communication 
ne-fcxrork. They made i t p o s s i b l e to a r r i v e at a r e a l i s t i c assessment of tho data 
t r a n s m i s s i o n capabili-bies of the VilO system. 

Ue xrelcome and su . x D p o r t the o f f e r of the Sxredish Government to e s t a b l i s h a 
temporary data centre xrliich x r i l l deal xrith some nexr aspects of data a n a l y s i s , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the a n a l y s i s of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n parameters. l/e also appreciate the 
Sxredish p l a n to organize a xrorkshop i n Stockholm to demonstrate the main f u n c t i o n s 
to be performed by such a centre. 

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has on various occasions i n 
the United Nations and i n the CCD, as xr e l l as at the opening session of t h i s 
Committee, declared i t s rea^diness to p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n the seismic 
v e r i f i c a t i o n of a CTB. The vrell-equipped C e n t r a l Observatory at Graefenberg xrhich 
has a d i g i t a l borad-band array enables the I n s t i t u t e to support the Group vrith a 
xrorking paper on optimum equipment f o r a g l o b a l seismic system. This vrorking paper 
w i l l be submitted as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

V/e t h i n k the short report introduced toda.y shoxrs that the seismic Group has 
indeed achieved f u r t h e r progress. V/e are l o o k i n g forxrard to the e i g h t h session 
of the experts to be h e l d from 23 J u l y to 3 August 1 9 7 9 , during wliich the remaining 
s p e c i f i c qixeotions x i l l be discussed a n d , a.s xre hope, i f necessary, c l a r i f i e d i n 
smaller sub-xrorking groups. My d e l e g a t i o n hopes that t h e seismic experts v r i l l be 
able to concl-ude t h o i r ta„sk and that they x r i l l be i n a , p o s i t i o n to submit t h e i r 
f i n a l r e p o r t c o n t a i n i n g tho necessary ini"ormation and the a c t u a l procedure f o r a 
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p r a c t i c a l t e s t run. The F e d e r a l Government \ d l l continue to support the vrork of 
the seismic Groiip by making the necessai-y arrangements f o r the continued 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of an e^rpert from, the Federal Republic of Gormany. 

I t i s our d e s i r e to have at hand a r e l i a b l e and acceptable v e r i f i c a t i o n s3'"stem 
a.t the time vihen the Disarmament Committeo s t a r t s i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s and 
n e g o t i a t i o n s on a, complete t e s t ban t r e a t y . 

Mr. HERDER (German Democratic Republic) ( t r a n s l a t e d from Russian); Thank 
you Mr. Chairman. I wish to i n v i t e your a t t e n t i o n , S i r , to the follov.dng. 

Today the S e c r e t a r i a t c i r c u l a t e d the t e x t of the r u l e s of procedure dated 
1 March 1 9 7 9 ( C D / S ) , and that document a l s o i n c l u d e s an annex I . The impression 
i s , t h e r e f o r e , that the Gommittee has discussed and indeed adopted annex I as 
w e l l but, as i s Icnovn, the Committeo d i d not have enough time to deal v/ith annex I 
and that question has remained open. A c c o r d i n g l y , I and my delega,tion i n t e r p r e t 
the s i t u a t i o n as meaning that a f t e r delegations ha.ve an op p o r t u n i t y to study t h i s 
document, o.t l e a s t c o n s u l t a t i o n s should be h e l d and the Gommittee should r e v e r t 
to t i l l s matter i n order to a,dopt an appropriate d e c i s i o n i n connexion v/ith 
annex I as v / e l l . 

The CHAIRIIA-H; I t vrould be my i n t e n t i o n that v/e resume the d i s c u s s i o n 
of the progress report of the Ad Hoc Group of seismic e:фerts on Thursday, v/hen 
perhaps some f i ^ r t h e r statements v / i l l be forthcoming, 

Ue ha.ve, I thtnlc, t h i s morning had f o u r important statements and, i n touching 
on the e:фlicit subject matter, that i s , the progress r e p o r t of the Ad Hoc Group 
of seismic e 2 ф e r t s , d e l e g a t i o n s have also made a number of observations and indeed 
some pro-posals uhich v / i l l be very r e l e v a n t to the next stage o f our vrork. That i s 
to say, the d r a f t i n g of the o.genda and the programme of v/ork, a stage of our \ютк 

vrhich I am hopeful v/e may be able to talce up f a i r l y soon. Uc have one s p e c i f i c 
proposal before the Committee today, vrhich I uould l i k e to r e f e r t o , and that i s 
the proposal of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Svreden, that the Committee should 
talce note of tho progress re-port of tho Ad. Hoc G-roup of seismic experts and talce a 
d e c i s i o n on the dates of the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Group. I t vrould be ray 
i n t e n t i o n , a f t e r appropriate c o n s u l t a t i o n s vdth d e l e g a t i o n s , to prepare a d r a f t 
d e c i s i o n on the matter and subr»iit i t to the Committee at a l a t e r meeting. I f there 
are no f u r t h e r observations, I xrould propose to adjourn the meeting and v/e vrould 
assembly again on Thursday ruorning, at 1 0 . 3 0 a.m. to resume d i s c u s s i o n o f the 
progress r e p o r t . 

The m.eeting rose at 1 1 . 3 0 a.m. 
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