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Ряде 1

1. he '/orbing Gt oup on ri io^cea or Invnlunt.-^v Di sapperra ices neln « -neeting

on 1 February 1984 at the Unites i tions Office .t Geneva auring the fortieth

sessior of the Commission or> HUT*V * \ights to :ovi ¡ i-^orio tu n received since
the Group's f/eifrh session (5 to Q December 1983). The present uocume¡ t is
an ifu'̂ n ! im to cne report to tit (ом nssio on r'û a "• .^^hts adopter b/ the

Group />< its t el
1
th s^ss on ano describes the most important subsequent

'K velopnents. it its thirtv-eiphth se
c
ion, th ' cner 1 Assembly ^nopteu

resolution >3/94 entitle^ "Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances"

itnout a vote on 1 ÜHcenker 198C. he text o*, LÍIP resolution is repro luce*.1

m annex I to this г denaum.

Information recave! from Go ve r orients

2. Since the adoption of its reports n u
3
cembei- 1 J8J, the Working Grou^j

has received information from the Governments of Argentina, bolivia, El

be Iva
H
or, Guatemala, Hoi ur ь, th<- Philippines, bouth Airico, and ¿,aire. fhe

mfor i ion provided fry these Governments is on tile \ ith the Secretariat ano
available ior consultation tv embers jf i he Commission.

Arpe tina

3. In a not" verbaic 'ate*-' " ̂  January 1 4, Hit Pe muiient Mission oi
Аг^еЧша to the Imitées Hâtions Office at Geneva informed the Working Group of
the establishment oi the îatioaai bomtnicsi г on the disappearance ol Persons
by decree i'o. 187 of 15 December 19P^. The setting up of this Commission "as

one of many lec-al, jau>mibtra~ LVI <nd huraanituria i measures ta ,en hv the

Governnent t i!h a vi^' to clarifying it Jepth the painful question of

disappeared p°rso s; Lh Penianent jission cxted the preamble to Decree wo,

187 & й.п bloquert statement of the Government's purposes. The Commission is

composed of DoliticMly independent p^r-опь о t
h
e hig'n st reputation m their

respt .4ve fieles of ^tt-ivity; the lolloping members have been appointed:

Ricardo Colombe ("jurist), ^ené F^vaiorc Icar^ iologist), Hilario Fer^^noe^
Long (former vice-rector of Lhe University of fmenos Aires and former dean of
the Faculty of Engineoiinp), Carlo^ i. Gitrmom (bishop of the Evangelical
Netno fist Church), Greporio Klimovsky (University Professor), Marshal ivieyer
(кос tor of the ÍPtiit A eric m Political oemmar) , Jaime Fr-^icisco ue levares
(Bishop of Neuquén), ErM лгс!о Rabossi (jurist), i agd^lena Ruiz Gi'iñazú

( iourpdli4t) an brnesto Síjato (writer). la aient iori3 ?oth (.hambets ox the
legislature i ere a&\ed to appoint three representatives each as members of the
Commssion. The Permanent i .sion state th^t the Governm<-nt ould iveep the
Upjted étions and the Working Group infoimed on the progress and results of
the investigations carried jut by uhe Jational Commission and other
constitutional

'\, ¡he inanda^e of the I'^tional Con usыon гн Ludes receiving complaints an

evidence of c'i sappearipces and tr insmtLtiig them to the courts if the/ relate

t Mic comnissiori oí ofJence^; checking th fate or Í hereabouts oi missing
persons and determining the whereabouts of children removea from the care of
their parents ao <. result n£ mea ure^ jllegedly taken to combat tcrrorisiu,
am1, ''Ьэ'-е appropri nte, subrrn ttinp s i

ch c ses to the agencies and courts

responsible for orotectmp amors.
 T1

ie Commission is also to report fo i_he

courts f»fjy attempt to concea' , remove or destroy evidence concerning

disappearances ind L> issue final ieport 7i<h . netailed e ̂ planstion of the

events investigated tth
1
" 180 ^iys of its constitution.
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5. In carrying out its mandate,, the National Commission is empowered to

request reports,; information and ••.iocuments, from all officials of the National

Executive Power, its subordinate agencies and autonomous bodies,- the armed

forces and security forces; the Commission may ,,iso request access ,to .hatever.

premises it decides to visit for its official purposes. The agencies and

their officials are under an obligation to proviue such information and

facilitate such access when requested. Provision is also.made for the

budgetary arrangements <md staff needed for the Commission's won<,

6. In a meeting on 6 January 1984 with the Assistant Secretary-General,

Centre for Human n.ights, and prior to the transmission of the above-mentioned

note verbale, a representative of the Government of Argentina provided initial

information on the establishment of the National Commission on the

Disappearance of Persons. He requested that the Working Group should be

informed and that the United Nations and the vJorking Group should provide

assistance, to the National Commission to the extent pos s i I.J le within the

applicable regulations- Subsequently, in a letter dated 24 January 1984, the

National Commission extended an invitation to visit Argentina with a view to

providing the .National Commission with information and. assistance in its work

on disappearances. It also requested that the information on disappearances -

especially the most complete lists of missing persons ~ be sent to it as soon

as possible to assist it in its investigations. The Working Group decided to

thank the "National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons for the

invitation to visit Argentina and to consider such a visit at its next

session, should its mandate he renewed >y the Commission on Human Rights and

the Economic ami Social Council. The Group also decided to make available to

the National Commission the information io. its files in accordance with che

established practice and subject to any requests for confidentiality from the

sources; the Group requested the Secretariat to work out the practical details

with the National Commission. Because of the importance the Working Group

attaches to national bodies established to investigate reports of

disappearances (see chapter VII of its report), the text of Decree Mo. 187 of

15 December 19.83 is reproduced in annex II.

Bolivia

7. By letters dated. 9 December 1983 and 4 January 1984, the Government of

Bolivia transmitted information provided by the Bolivian National Commission

for the Investigation of Disappeared Persons on six cases of enforced or

involuntary disappearances, four of which had been brought to the attention of

the Government by the working Group. On two cases the Government reiterated

information which it had already provided to the United Mations Special Envoy

on the situation of human rights in Bolivia:l/ the body of one person had been

found and identified, however, the Government added that, since some relatives

had doubts about the identity of the corpse, the investigation -'as

continuing.. The other person was at liberty. The Government reported that

the investigation .was continuing, on two other cases. 2/ Finally, with regard

to the two cases which та not been dealt with by the Working Group,,., the.

Government stated that one person was at liberty and that an investigation uas

continuing on the other case. To date, the Government has provided

information on 10 of the 32 cases transmitted to it by the Working Group; in

nine instances the Government's reply has clarified the case.

_1/ E/CM. 4/1983/22 and Add. 1.

2/ The forking Group has received information on une of these cases from a

non-governmental source indicating that the person is at liberty.
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El Salvador

8. Since the adoption of its report, the >orkirn> Croup has received
information from the Government or El, balvador on 29 reports transmitted to
the Government by it. The jreakloui of the information provided \>y th^
Government is as follows, 10 persons are at liberty, five are in prison, two
are Head, and there are no records of ^creation ait 3 2 others. T^e 'Jortcing
Group, to date, has received 284 responses from the Government relating to the
1,78? cases tr ansnixtteu LO i._ ; ¿л 22Ч instances the Government1

-, answer has

clarified the case.

Guatemala

9. By a note verbale dated 13 January 1
U
8<4

3
 the P-rrranont hission of

Guatemala to the United Nations Office at Genevd transmitted to the Working

Group the observations of the bovernnent Ю П С Р П ing b' reports or enforced or

involuntary disappearances that the forking Group had brought to the

Government's attention on 31 October L;8J. 'jhe Government stated than tne

majority of the events reported vere the result of the climate of subversion

and political upheaval that G»itémala iiau sutfered in previous ve, rs dual th^ t
had jeopardized the country's internal and international image. The
Governpent also st.itec that it was ma с m a every ofrort to ciarifv the facts

and that it wished to establish a regime of legality in which human rights

would be strictly respected; the juservaiice of human rights
 w
as one of the

fundamental objectives of the Guatemalan legal system.

Honduras

10. By letters uated i7, 24 and 27 J,?nuar\ ]°84, the Permanent Jiission of

Honduras to the United Nations Office at Goneva transmitted information on 18

reports of enforced or involuntary lisappearanccs hich hid -c^n wrought to

the Government's attention by the Working Group. On four cases che Government

stated that tbp persons had oeen huivied over to the autho^it±.es of a

neighbouring country in Nay 198J. The forking Group ha> already received the

same information from a non-governmental source. The Government reported that

it h£.d no information on the person's whereabouts in six cases; the Government
had previously transmitted information legardin; tuo of these cases in a
letter daLed 31 August 1983 stating thot the persons had not ueen arrested.
The Government reported that яп Investigation "as continuing or> eight discs.
In 14 of the 18 cases, the Government stated that it had requested INTERPOL in

13 countries to assist in i he investigation. Concerning the exhumation of a

corpse believed by some to be that of a foreign national \'ho reportedly

disappeared in Honduras, the Permanent mission, m letters dated 4 January and

24 January 1984, transmitted information provided by the Supreme Court of

Honduras inaLcatinp that ro formal netiLion of exnmuation had been presented.

The Government of Honduras has submitted information on all 69 of the cases

transmitted to it: m 9 instances Jie iufon>iation has clariix-'u the case.

Ph ilippines

11. By a letter datea Я February 1984 the Permanent Jission of the Philippines

to the United rations Office at Geneve, informed the Working Group that on 24

Januarv l
l1
84 the President oi Lhe Philippines had released 84 detainees and

granted executive clemency to L3 others. The Permanent Mission stated that

the names of those persons as ell as lurther information relating to the

Philippines v/ould be furnnhed to the Working Group as soon as they were

received.
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South Africa

1 2 . By i T e t t e r a i t n d 7 i e t n u a i v ' ¿ / , P ° O i n i i L i o 4 i i оз S oat h Ai i c a

t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n c O f f i c e ^r. G e n e ; o r o v ] t-J in o r n u t i i n nd ol s d v a t i o is

on t h e i e p a l ^ o v . j ^ r s in i - o t v . i к . a-.es < a i - A__ i i n h t J o i n i n g

G r o u p ' s r e p o r t ( c h a p t s i 1 1 1 ; . \ i f h з е ^ г г . t * ne l e p i p r v i s i o n i ^ a k N Lth

i n t h e C o u p ' s i c p o r t , t h e *cvcr me^L L_ ^ ' x. l o t ) D V I G p r a c t i c a l

e v i d e n c e i r s u p p o r t of a"! l e g a t i o n ' s h ^ t ••nvoiur tar/ a ^ r p i r u r c t s t o o k p l a c ^

m S o u t h A f r i t a . The j0\73j-ni"0u o o i n t ^ с ^ г а. . q L O С . Ы Л Р t o

s v t n a t "i«o one Lfc e r t i t с т» r ° e n\< off L C Í ¡ -i í í r i j í i ^ r r e l a t i n g t o oi
o b t a i n e I f om a r>e-ac r ^ r cU i i i_eT л - 1 i í - t e i i ^ e ¡

S e c u r i t y ¿ e t 1!>P>2, r r d r i - î n e ^ an L^m.c r i S P I „ о •> 28 ol" t h t t \ c t o e * 1 p a r

1 1 Я o f th*- 1 - - o p o r t ) . i n t i ^ л ^ r ^ l r ( t ' х r s o s , м , е G o v и \<*о s a i d

t h a t m p r a c t i c e i_hey v7<?r^ e i t h e r ^ ч г ^ ^ ^ Lo i прг<"1 L Í ^ C n a f i s t t r i a l
d i s t x r t o r o t h e r J C J I p r j n i 11<" ¡ oí r r\ ц t I S J J e j J U H M m r

r e s i ' ei t i a l D-fi i^e^ di ruse f-u р е ^ п ' ь 4 ü j r u b f _ t th^ r ^ t t u f i o r n o t i c e ,
r e s t r i c t e d person 0 t r ^ u r t h ^ "> i r o n i " ' с i i caí i p л fi1

persons m î e s D ^ t of /horn ^ г о Ы ' к . п о j u rh I n t ^ r r 3 ot-ci1
 LZ^ 'Vet Ь ° Г Р

a l s o tt) force n i cijac к SLI ¡c t о з ! r" »PP̂ - > o th<-- r-"" ^^i--) пелС jf ' n

x̂ ho were r e s t r i c t e d n i ^ h t ^rirupit it U J i each ^ h e - , ' h n , r e ^ t r i c t e d

persons T7ê  ^ a c t proni лее о̂тп те i op t > i ĉ. i и ' r ° of >. Lho

Government iur^ht-i rpoorted ^.h^t the п а п н of pf s o i s .cl . UT c^ r sec tx o i s 1^

or 28 o i tne f ' jove-nt i ' t 'o ioH Ac¡ r i ̂  г j_ л ^ i r -> ->* t to L i ouse o l

Asseiably ana the next с Г ! in пего m^onae.. of i c . t " 1 ! 1 4ÎS • iaei set t ion 2^.

13. if Lth repaid t i t e t f i t j ' i b uor t r

Securi ty Ac L , 1 s-> ; , u e l o v c i r i p i t
must e l O t i u a mle^-» t 'к о vixv

not i t ic^LiCu would hit u^r tuu mvps

S t a t e , the l e t t e r p r o v ¡c '< o

of cases the n^<t H ICJ ^ e î rTn i r
ai^o iiav e л ut I o t r t ¡a. Si ^ u i i t
are to be visited nof less than on̂
district sarpeor, t t ]. nuoi s

.ч i M "> J n Lh
' t t c « n i » , t h t i La*, i v °

i ; ( . 4 1 t i c r u

" i t m c r i ó.n^er f !> .>
I 4 t "• >rT л. Г J f 1 Ct .

Пег n t € S / O f an "-ry^c

*• г , t i ~ >e g í

í Tii jh i uv a i л (_д

v. т~> С w O

of the
I t ¡o na ]ority

Provision is
.t nee- ; hi°y
e «r a q
f D L U тееч i

a i e g u l ^ r >аы^ (such v i s i t s

a r e un ut io m< ei > . he vet

d e t a i n e e u«tl t i e c u i r * r of

i i n i s f er o-> 1 пе ьог i s LO f r OA.

of 1 m bave jeen a l t o LÜ i O v r

t h ^ t the ( " [ « i f n t t n t^r о •" LI

i a terms о- s e c t i o n 31 )i ^^e i i
11 îsappearanc^^-", i^tf uch <л{

maiorjLty or t a ° e s \.л r essps \ e i e

access t o them N S lot op n >

f a c t of t i e ) f ">ei a o t r n c s

1st ¡ rovit с h

, and. s'i

>nc every 1 ;+

э
-ID г tt t b c l o n i i t u n i c t e m m e a J , the

1 С 1 Г ~ Í У 1 t I t ,L 1 л Г

t t >} ^ t o . s i ы v/^rpin^it sc t>oi ^tad out

I D ' S pu*" о 'с

Я f- ) ¡ 1 i t ^ Cl

n e o oí L ^ *• u т*

Î 1 с a n >Î h î > i

• c ' H no ' .

е 11 ") i ' о t i t i e c s e s

LL not c ^ l j t e t o

m<J s i n l e
eu attíMi, Lüe

14 . T he Goverruie с и м ) ^ l e ^ e J t o o^ s h ! n " i l ^ c u a l ^ A c t ,

1982 Tjhirh ma Je 1 t m ü o s s ^ ú t r )•»' i ̂  »OP Г ' о ре if", t h e i ОНПР ь ч ю п е т

of P o l i c e ля t Q ' i i i e ^o >t L H_ I I C-^ f 1*J -, ,( ^ i ¡s

p o s s i b l e a f t e r in T K . L гг и i J D V J ^ J i i c < '">« J<- )̂-< vf jac t h e

p l a c e of "VLJ *"1 c 1 , n< >t r 3 ^ i у с L A ¡ . r e í i i ° s u ^ c t i c i i o ~

a p e r i o d ^ с е э i f ' ^tv oa> s p^caof um t- ̂  с r L ^г u f m - i n M < " ' t l 4 ^y he

1 í n i í t P r U e L ' П l U ~ v o - , l b n . v . r H J J X . i f i : > ( ^ L ^ b i l í l i l i J I I L l l C

M i n i s t e r one*3 a m o n t h J Lh r ^ i s i ^ s 'Л/ i<- a i it- ^ л "» b e r t 1 e a s ( d ; i f

t h e p e r s o n he n t >e( n щ и ч г а J - U L Î >. jn • " , 11«J с i t. n ^ f o r h a v e

t o b e a d d u c e d n» f o r ° •iiot »"d o í J i e \ i 3 . i j ' e t t ю „ i d D - ^ Í Í i r i U c n
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r ° p r o i e n t ? t i o i s i } the л ^ ^ t a r cr л * r> О -̂̂ ег JL TDJ Lime •-egar ing n i s

d e t e n t i o n or r e l e a s e . Lht uovcrnracnt i u r t b e r s t a t e d t h a t a d m n i s t r a t i v e

u e ^ s u r e " ha'4 bpen ta^ с ' ber o l>/ 'nf JJirecto/ o1 SeiuiLty u p g i s i a t i o n , the

ira , i&t i3te )t the d i s t r i c t i 'here the person was d e t a i n e d , the d i s t r i c t sargeoi

and f'ie T s^ecto >í Del ii кч er^ o L i i i e a >.. Lne cteciLiJ 1 , t i n s e q u ^ n t l y ,

i t чч i r c c r r ^ c t Го i n t e r t h a t a d e t a i n e e could d i sappear ;hen so many people

hac no Л -íige o P I т г е ь с я-id ге,сотоь l he oi ere pot >v i i . fereot

mstancf s.

15. Fhэ Govern teat rur^h i s t i t j u f-h t the a t h o r i t i e s л.п bouiu к ' п с а ere

not i n d i f f è r e it to ae ciaestion of с ' l^ged ^îsappenrances and, shru la a formal
complain*" ip lod^e ¡u chat ¿ g T n , propi ¡~ i t v ^txf 'Lion o ' l i ae conuucLec
by tne competent au lno r i t íes^ the Govornnent said rh с in чзапу cases per seas

bad г т е i d i se i t - ^ t i t Ltes i r n°o 0 P C O L I ' l e f t Lne с о а м ^ у с e r e <_hen

r e p o r t e d miss ing .

1 . bif regard to th^ speci t ic > ports or <. î > ppL-^raiices n bout i Africa

de i l t \.7Lth эу the ' dicing Group, the Government ^taLeu that thr^e persons haci

been nrrest^d nd ipleas^a *. n o í t i íona t iou s v)i ±аЪ е on thci^

T/her°ubouts, ' ich reg rd Lo a r ^urth саье, the Soutp African author i t ies had

no noiT3eage OJ tne р(.гь 's t ht reccou s. ConceihLn^ be ao s íG£ort¿ol\
occurmp in uaiTiibid, one as >efcr » the l'iadhoe-v Supreme bourt and, since the
case us qn > yi ' l ^ , the G >v r !tüL O u b ^t ^t present sa^pl/ Lurthcr
d e t a i l s . Uith regard ro t\ro ctber di ьарреаглпееь, the State deme<1 the

illopat ions of arrest 5 IU detention ту tne security torces, ^ hi¿_,n landing
police oif cer had ooen chargea t i th mvest ig î tmf the alJpgations, however,
no v.ceactj coulc¡ JP tound *"o implicite Lh° security forces in L.ho
ribciDper2 f e e s . FinaJlv, the Go\ernment reported tht t Lhe persons detained ,
hart'ap i a^i, t i r i en ta l , rec xve rc^ii^r ^ i it4- rom Lh I ..tertiat i on-» i
1 oiiimictee of the ked С ^o ч япс! that th<. у erf x. conLacu t?ith thpir next of

Ч1П.

17. By о l e t t e r od.eo 11 J nuary 14 ¿>, thv, P^r^aP^nt iiio , io^ t . i m 1 to tha

United Nations Officp a t Geneva t r ansmi t t ed ipformAti^r ot the c^ses of

e^iorc^d or ^nv^lunt ^v r! s ОГ>РГЮ >ееь hic¡í uw •> cj rougit. ^ L!I2

Governnent ' ь a t t e n t i o n b^ the t/orkmg ы о и р . A c c e d í •'g to the дг formation

p ovided by the r >v^r îoienL. rhc h e r ° a ) a a t s oc these ^er^o s hav no\ been

determined. The Government c t d t e c tbdt 12 persons i 'ere ir res ted зге1 accused

ot subvers ive a c t i v i t i e s , they e r c J r^L iletainCL m p r i s o t ano a re ô

confined to the^r r^-spe^tive v i l l a g e s vher° they rece ive trtaterinl and

f i n a n c i a l ic i om tho ? oc ' l u L n t r n i e - , . I1"1 t ' о o the i CuSf1,, Lhe bov rna'enu

s t a t e d t h a t the п^гчел < I ^ I P a t iibert*/ a •. a res i l t of an A"it est_v La% passed

bv the Govcrnnept- i j 1^7S. T COOI'TCI cas*- the i ovprnnt ta reported ihr,t ^nr

been n I e so , r h - t ^r1 m * Group h a l r e i \ " P C C I V t h a t

•"om non- )verii ipt t a l o i r c c . L*1 - oov f ' t e n t jn e t l i T ^ d m i t s

respon&e t h ? t , ть г S t a t e vherp t i e r u l e o f \зи p r e v a l e n л-ia a f u l l i etrber o i

Lb.p United r a t i o л

 s rhe ! O J J I I C oi i r t a u ' ^ L L<* ' ~ •> лрр1> the general

p r i n c i p l e s of la^ and OJ the « b a r t e r uf the United s d L } m s t> lu.rh ic had

freely adhered.
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Adoption of this addendum

18. On 8 February 1У84, the present ctdHenuum to the report of the Woncing

Group was adopted by the following members: Viscount Colville of Cuiross

(Uiited Kingdom), Chairman/Rapporteur, Jonas iv.D. í'oii (Ghana), Agha Hilaly
(Pakistan), and Ivan Tosevski (Yugoslavia). The text of this addendum was
approved by Luis A. Várela Quiros (Costa люа) in «i telex dated 10 February
1984.
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Annex f

General Assembly Resolution 38/94
(adopted on lb December 1983)

Question or enforced or involuntary disappearances *

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 33/173 of 20 Oecemoer 1°78, entitled "Oisappeareu
persons", and its resolution 37/180 of 17 December 1982 on the question oí
enforced or involuntary ! isappearances,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolution 1983/20 of 22
February 1983, by ^hich the Commission decided Co exteno for one vear the term
of the mandate of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances,
and Economic and Social Council decision H'33/141 of 27 :<av 1983, *y ',hicn the
Council approved the Commission's decision,

Convinced thai, the action taken, m consultation \-ith tne Governments
concerned, to pronote the implementation of the provisions of Genera] Assembly
resolution 33/173 ano other United Nations resolutions relevant to the plight
of missing or disappeared persons shoulo be continued.

Expressing its emotion at the anguish m-J sorror of tne idaiiLies
concerned, who should knou the fate of their relatives,

1. Welcomes the decision taken by the Commission on íiumao Rights со
extend for one year the term of the mandate of the Working Group on Enforced

or Involuntary Disappearances, as laid -'ovn in Commission resolution 1,83/20;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group for the worn, it has

done and to those Governments chat have co-operated jith it;

3. Calls upon the Commission on human Rights to continue to study this

question «is a flatter of priority and Lo Cdke jny step it may
 !
een necessary to

the pursuit of the task of the Working Group when it considers the report to

be submitted by the Group il its fortieth session;

^' Appeals to all Governments to provide the Working Group and the

Commission on human \ighi.s uith the full co-operation warrantee oy their

strictJy humanitaridn objectives and their working methods based on discretion;

b. i'eneus its request to fhe secretary-General to continue to provide the

Working Group with al] necessary assistance.

* The final edited text of this resolution .'ill be published in Otficial

Recordó of tho General Assembly, Thirty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 47
(A/38/47T: *
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Annex II

Decree IJO. 187 of 15 December 1983 issued by the
Argentine National Executive Power

IN VIEW OF the report of the Ministry of the Interior, and

WHEREAS

The national Executive Power has already given effect, through a nuoiber of
draft lavs and decrees, to its decision that the extremely serious violations
of human rights conmictecí in our recent pant should he investi^ateo vnd, if
appropriate, punished by the lav;

As has repeatedly oeen stated, however, the question of human rights
transcends the governmental sphere and concerns civil society and the
international community;

With regard to the latter, its legitimate interest is taken into account
in the draft texts submitted to Congress for the approval of a number of
international covenants on human rights, ^hich include the со ipu 1-"«ту
jurisdiction of an international court having competence in that area;

With regard to civil society, it. is necessary to satisfy its legitime te

interest in playing an active part in shedding light on the tragic events in

the course of uhich thousands ^f persons disappeared, provided chat such

participation should not interfere with the activities oí the bodies
constitutionally empowered to investigate or punish such acts, in other ,'orus,
the courts;

Tt is therefore considered appropriate to set up n national commission,
consisting of eminent persons кпочт for their zeal in the defence of human
rights and their good name in puulic affairs in the country, to determine what

happened to the persons who have disappeared;

It ÍP necessary to invite hoLh Chambers of the Legislative Power, as
direct representatives of the people and of the provinces of the nation, to
appoint members of the Commission;

In oroer to ensure that the Commission is a complement to, rather than a
substitute for» the work of the judiciary, its functions must be circumscrioed
to receiving complaints and ovidence, which it shall subsequently transmit to
the courts when they can be linked to the commission oJ offences, and to
ascertaining the whereabouts of persons wiio have disappeared, a task. t7hich
must be dissociated from the determination of responsibilities;

This investigative work must be regulated in such a v/ay that it is not
distorted for purposes '-'hich have nothing to do with the strict task described
above;

To ensure that the Commission is as efficient as possible, all officials
of the National Executive Power, and of its subordinate and autonomous
agencies, shall be obliged to co-operate in every way, including oy the
provision of documents and information in their possession and access to
certain premises;
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The bommissïon's activities snould iiavc a deiinite time span, to ensure
that the tragic need to investigate these events does not extend beyond the
necessary period and undermine the efforts that must he nade to strengthen in
the future a democratic coexistence which respects human dignity;

The Commission must oe given the necessary technical, financial and
staffing resources to carry out its uork effectively;

The Commission should >e requested to conclude its work ^y suomittiug a
report containing a detailed explanation of the events investigated, to
enlighten national arid international public opinion.

' T h e r e f o r e ,
THE PRESIDENT OF Tlffi ARGENTINIAN ^AJLIOI*'

DECREES:

ARiICLE 1. A national Commission shall be set up for Lhe purpose of shedding
light on the events connected with the disappearance of persons which have
occurred in the country»

ARTICLE 2. The Commission's functions shall tu- coafmed to the following
specific activities:

(a) To receive complaints and eviuence concerning those events nd
immediately to transmit them to the courts if they relate to the presumed
commission of offences;

(h) Го ascertain the 'whereabouts of the missing persons, as well an ail other

circumstances connected with their location;

(c) To determine the whereabouts of chiluren removed fron; the care of their

parents or gu-irdians as a result of actions undertaken for the alleged purpose

of the repression of terrorism, and where appropriate to call on the agencies

and'courts for the protection of juveniles to act.

GO To report to che courts any attempt to conceal, remove or destroy

evidence concerning the events which it is sought to elucidate.

(e) To issue a final report with a detailed explanation of the events

investigated ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY (180) days after being const!tutea.

The Commission may not express any opinion on events or circumstances

falling within the exclusive sphere of competence of the judiciary.

ARTICLE 3. The Commission shall have the power 'to require ail officials of

the National Executive Power, of its subordinate agencies, of autonomous

bodies and of the armed forces ana security forces to submit to it reports,

information, and documents, and also to allow it access to whatever premises

the Commission decides to visit for its official purposes. Officials and

agencies are under the obligation to provide such reports, information and

documents and to facilitate such acces-j .non requested.
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ARTICLE 4. Government officials, including members of the armed forces and
security forces, must provide in writing any statement they are called upon to
make. Private individuals shall not be under the obligation to make
statements.

ARTICLE 5. The Commission shall consist of SIXTEEN (1»J) members. The persons
uhose names appear Ln annex 1 to this Decree are designated for this purpose.

ARTICLE 6. The Chambers of the Honourable congress of the Matiou are invited
to appoint THREE (3) representatives each as members of the Commission.

ARTICLE 7. The Commission shall establish its o\m rules of procedure, elect a
chairman who will represent it, and appoint whatever secretaries it considers
necessary. It may also appoint whatever technical staff it considers
appropriate.

The Commission shall take decisions >y simple majority.

The Commission shall be dissolved at the moment of submitting the report
referred to in article 2.

ARTICLE 8. The official title of the Commission sh.ill ~>e "National Commission
on the Disappearance of Persons" and its headquarters shall be tne San Martin
Cultural Centre of the City of Buenos Aires.

ARTICLE У. The budgetary arrangements necessary to carry this Decree into
effect shall be made and the equipment ana temporary staff needed ny the

Commission shall be provided.

ARTICLE 10. Ihis Decree shall ">e issued, published, trausroitteu to the

National Official Records Directorate and filed.

DECREE No. 187.

(big'ieci) Dr. Antonio A. TKOCCOLl
I'tinister of the Interior


