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(E/CN.V762 and Corr.l) 

1. By resolution 683 C (XXVl) the Economic and Social Council requested the 

Commission on Human Rights to complete its recommendations on freedom of 

information in the light of the report (E/CN.V762 and Corr.l) of the Committee 

on Freedom of Information which the Commission established at its thirteenth 

session, and the comments of States Members of the United Nations or members of 

specialized agencies, of the specialized agencies and of interested non

governmental organizations in consultative status with the Council, for review 

by the Council. 

2. Comments on the report by specialized agencies and by non-governmental 

organizations in consultative status with the Council which are concerned in 

this matter, are reproduced in documents E/CN.V772 a & d E/CN.V773 respectively. 

3. The following replies have been received from Governments: 

Afghanistan: 

"Afghanistan has always taken an active interest in the United Nations 
work on the question of freedom of information. Especially during the 
seventh session of the General Assembly, when tho draft convention on Freedom 
of Information was discussed in the Third Committee the Afghan delegate 
explained rather exhaustively the Afghan views on the problem* The 
subsequent has not caused the Afghan Government to change these views. 

"The Afghan Government would like to emphasize the necessity for the 
adoption of the draft Convention on Freedom of Information. The Afghan 
Government is of the opinion that the adoption of the draft convention would 
create the necessary basis for the activities of the United Nations in the 
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field in question. A general recognition of the value of such principles 
as right of reply and counteracting the dissemination of false or distorted 
report would certainly give the United Nations increased possibilities to 
contribute to the growth of the responsibility of the media of information. 

"The Afghan Government maintains the hope that it shall be possible to 
reach an agreement on a convention in accordance with the principles on 
which the draft is based during the thirteenth session of the General 
Assembly. 

"The Afghan Government appreciates the recommendations of the Committee 
regarding the means of making necessary information media available to the 
peoples of under-developed areas." 

Polish People's Republic; 

"The Government of the Polish People's Republic has no other comments 
to make, except those contained in the final statement of the Polish 
representative in the Committee (E/CW.4/762) and by the Polish 
representative in the last session of the Commission on Human Rights during 
discussions of the item of the agenda "Freedom of Information." 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Horthern Ireland: 

"A, The Development of Media of Information in Underdeveloped 
Countries (parag"raphs~^ (a) to 9 (f) of the Report) 

"Most of these suggestions would appear to be primarily for the 
specialized agencies or the Technical Assistance Administration to consider. 
Her Majesty's Government do not propose to offer any observations at this 
stage. 

"B. The Free Circulation of Information (paragraph 9 (g) of the Report) 

"These suggestions seem to envisage an initiative by the countries 
concerned. Her Majesty's Government do not propose to offer observations 
at this stage. 

11C. The Rights and Responsibilities of the Media of Information 
(paragraphs 9 (h) and 9 (i) of the report) 

"Her Majesty's Government have already given their observations on the 
draft Convention on Freedom of Information in their reply to the Secretary-
General's note SO 222/9(3-1) of February lk, 1958. The provisions of the 
Convention on the International Right of Correction do not accord with the 
existing law or practice relating to the freedom of the press in the 
United Kingdom and for that reason Her Majesty's Government cannot adhere 
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to this Convention. Her Majesty's Government assume that it is for similar 
reasons that so many other States have not accepted it and Her Majesty's 
Government would not "be in favour of the suggestion that States should 
again he urged to accept it. Her Majesty's Government would further he 
opposed to any action being taken on those Articles of the Convention 
relating to the International Transmission of News which have not yet been 
opened for signature. 

"D. Work of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies in the 
field of Freedom of information (paragraph 9 (i) and 9 (k) of the 
Report)" 

"Her Majesty's Government do not propose to offer any observations at 
this stage on these suggestions." 


