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Note by the Secretaxry-General

- Pursuant to-Economic and Socisl Coun¢il resolution €51 G (XXIV), the
‘Secretary-General has the honour to submit to the Commission on. Human Rights the
‘following additional observations end suggestions of Governments concerning
Yroposals by the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Mincrities relating. to the study on discrimination in education
prepared by the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission:

NETHERLANDS

Pursuant to resolution 651 (XXIV) of the Economic and Social Council the
Netherlands Government hereby submits the following comments with regard to
the_‘m'c}plosa.ls made by :the Su'b-Cqmmis'sivon on Prevention of Discrimination and
Préfec‘tion _cﬁ' Minorities in“z"esolutions B and C adopted by the Sub-Commission at
its ninth éessidn,

There are no comments or suggestions with regard to resolution B, = The
general principles outlined in resolution C have been incorporated in - ‘
Netherlands legislation concerning matters of education and are 'appliéd in
‘practice. The resolutions are therefore acceptable to the Netherlands Goverrment,
subject to the following cbservations. |
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Resolution C

Paragraph 4, I (c)

It is assumed that this paragraph is not meant to exclude separate
-educational systems for boys and girls. While there are separate educational
institutions for both sexes in the Netherlands, there is no questlon of
discrimination against any group.

Parasgraph 4, IT (1)

: Thevwording of this paragraph might be too figid. There is no compulsory
education in the Netherlands for persons having no fixed residence, such as ‘
bargements children. waevéf ‘these children aredréQuifed to visit school if
they stay in One place for more than two days. There is no compulscory education
eitherfor those persons who are by medlcal certiflcate declared unfit to
receive normal education. - Fbr thls category of physically or mentally handicapped,
special educational institutions are avallable in the Netherlands.

Paragraph 4, IT (g)

There is no discrimination in entrance requirements féf'public»schools in
the Netherlands. If a particular municipality has no public school, the local
private institutions are not free to refuse entrance on any discriminasting

ground., ’
Paragraph 4, IT (5)

Public education in the Netherlands fullyrespects ‘the rellglous convictions f
of each person or group of persons. Rellgious educatlon is available if desired.
There are naturally s number of cases where no educatlonal 1nst1tut10ns are
available consistent with the particular convictlon of a particular group, for
instance in the case of denominatlonal mlnorlties in relatively small commnnltles.
If, in such cases, persons of s particular denomlnatlon are admltted to & private .
educational institution of another denomlnatlon, there is no compulsmon to receive
the religious instruction of that institution. waever the denomlnatlonal views
and convictions adhered to in such an institution are dbviously reflected in the
educationsl programme and activities of that institution as a whole and not in
religious instruction only. In those cases persons admitted to the institution,
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although remaining free to receive elsewhere instruction consistent with their
v convietion (but then often at a considerable distance from their residence)
cannot reasonably demand that special facilities be made available to them or
that special teachers be appointed of a denomination other than that of the
institution.
Paragraph 5 (a) (2) and (3)

These principles do not seem to be altogether relevant in the case of the
Netherlands, The administration has adeguate means available to eliminate unfair
practices and discrimination.

Peragraph 5 (c)
There may be some doubt concerning sub-paragraph (3) which may lead to
¢ensorship.  The Netherlands Constitution guarantees freedom to select

educational material (art. 208). The implanting of religious convictions is, to
a certain extent, inherent in private (dencminational) educétion in the
Netherlands. |

Similarly, parents or legal gusrdians, and grouvs of persons, are free to
educate their chiidren, within certeain limits, according to their own convictions,
both through the public and the private system of education.

In conclusion it may be said that some paragraphs such as paragreph 5, and,
indeed, resolution C as a whole, seem somewhat too specific and too theoretical.
The text could'perhaps be simplified and reduced to general principles in order
to ensure world-wide relevance. |
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