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[.  INTRODUCTION

1. Asrecommended by SC.3/WP.3(ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3i64.13), the Working Party
may wish to consider adopting a resolution on ggdan integrated planned approach,
integrated planning principles and criteria foreriengineering, based on the Joint Statement on
Guiding Principles on the Development of Inland Nation and Environmental Protection in

the Danube River Basin, presented in document ERENS/SC.3/2008/17.
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. DRAFT SC.3 RESOLUTION ON GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON THE

DEVELOPMENT OF INLAND NAVIGATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION IN THE UNECE REGION

GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF INLAND NAMGATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN THE UNECE REGION

Draft Resolution No.

The Working Party on Inland Water Transport,

Recalling the Declaration adopted by the Pan-European Cemferon Inland Waterway
Transport (Bucharest, 13 — 14 September 2006) wbaled on the River commissions for
navigation and environment of the Danube and thedrto establish procedures for a structured
dialogue on environmental issues concerning inlaaderway infrastructure projects and to
support these processes (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/14t, b),

Noting the adoption of the Joint Statement on Guidingnddpies on the Development of
Inland Navigation and Environmental Protection lre Danube River Basin, initiated by the
International Commission for the Protection of Benube River (ICPDR), Danube Commission
and the International Sava River Basin Commission,

Believing that these Guiding Principles on the Developmdnintand Navigation and
Environmental Protection could be extended to otiner basins in the UNECE region and
contribute to the development of inland navigatowl protection of the environment,

Bearing in mind the report of the Working Party on the Standaribzaof Technical and
Safety Requirements in Inland Navigation on its rtyhsecond  session
(ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/64, para. 13),

1. Adopts the text of the enclosed annex on “Guiding Prilesdor the Development of
Inland Navigation and Environmental Protectionhia tUNECE region”,

2. Recommends Governments to implement these principles in tiagtens dealing with
inland waterway transport and environmental suatility,

3. Requests Governments to inform the Executive Secretary bé tEconomic
Commission for Europe whether they accept thislogism,

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic CommissiorEurope to place
the question of the application of this resolutp@tiodically on the agenda of the Working Party
on Inland Water Transport.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INLAND NWAGATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN THE UNECE REGION

I. RECOMMENDATIONSON GUIDING PRINCIPLES
A. Integrated planning approach for theriver basinsin the UNECE region

1. To achieve “good ecological status” or “good ecalagpotential” for all surface waters and
to prevent deterioration of the ecological statnsirgegrated planning philosophy is urgently
needed. Multi-use riverine landscapes should begtie (including for example providing for

fauna and flora habitats, flood protection, inlaravigation, fisheries, tourism). Catchment-wide
thinking and cross-border cooperation are challeregdling for multi-disciplinary planning and

decision-making processes.

2. Actions to improve the current situation should d8=n from both perspectives inland
water transport (IWT) and ecological integrity aegpecially focus on the following areas:

(@) River stretches requiring fairway developmentl aassociated effects on special
ecological qualities and the water status.

(b) River stretches requiring ecological preseprdtiestoration and associated effects on
navigability.

3. Due to the fact that IWT plans and projects hawdarenmental implications, there is the
need to carry out environmental assessments béémisions are made. Under these procedures,
the public can give its opinion and results aretakito account in the authorisation procedure
for the projects. A culture of integrated plannofgnavigation and environmental improvement
projects is needed to minimise legal costs, dedaygssometimes unstable outcomes.

B. Integrated planning principles

4. In order to implement an integrated planning apghnoéor all plans and projects all

involved stakeholders need to agree on common pignprinciples leading to acceptable
solutions for ecological integrity as well as natign. Such planning principles should be
applied to every project within the river basin andlude at least the following steps, but first
and foremost, joint planning of projects seekinghbenvironment and navigation improvements
as the key to accelerate the process:

(a) Establish interdisciplinary planning teams inumy key stakeholders, including
Ministries responsible for transport, for water ragement and environment, waterway
administrations, representatives of protected arbmsl authorities, non-governmental
organisations, tourism, scientific institutions andependent (international) experts.

(b) Define joint planning objectives.

(c) Set-up a transparent planning process (infaongtarticipation) based on
comprehensive data and including the environmdmaichmarks and current standards

required for Strategic Environmental Assessmenf(SEor qualifying plans, programmes
and policies) and for Environmental Impact Assesgr(EIA — for projects).
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C.

5.

(d) Ensure the comparability of alternatives argkas the feasibility of a plan (including
the costs and benefits) and/or project (includirmgfiection of the status quo, alternatives
and non-structural measures as well as environih@ntbresource costs).

(e) Assess if the IWT project has a basin widegibaundary impact.

() Inform and consult the international river coissions in the river basin before
deciding on new developments, as well as otherlplgssfected countries.

(g) Define and ensure the prerequisites and goal¥Vd as well as river/floodplain
ecological integrity, followed by a consideratioh the need to prevent deterioration,
possible mitigation and/or restoration measurexctoeve all environmental requirements.

(h) Ensure that there are no technically viableyirenmentally better and not
disproportional costly alternative means to achigeerequired objective.

() Seek to avoid or, if this is not possible, toinimise the impacts of
structural/hydraulic engineering interventionshe tiver system through mitigation and/or
restoration, giving preference to reversible inéeions.

() Ensure that, when planning navigation projeth® issue and respective effects of
climate change are taken into account.

(k) Use of best practice measures to improve néviga

() Carry out a priority ranking of possible meastrto ensure the best possible
environmental as well as navigation developmematfind use of financial resources.

(m) Ensure flexible funding conditions for projects enable integrated planning
(including the involvement of all stakeholder grepypnd adaptive implementation as well
as monitoring.

(n) Monitor the effects of measures and — if refevadapt them
Criteriafor river engineering

To implement the above mentioned planning prinsiglee following criteria should be

applied during the design phase of navigation ptsje

(@) Use a case-by-case approach which considehsthetecological requirements for
river sections and the basin-wide scale and tlategjic requirements of IWT at the basin-
wide scale when deciding on adequate fairway wadtth depth,

(b) ‘working with nature’ wherever possible througmplementation of measures
according to given natural river-morphological meses following the principle of
minimum or temporary engineering intervention,

(c) integrated design of regulation structures, aflgu regarding hydraulic,
morphological and ecological criteria,

(d) implementation of measures in an adaptive fgeny. river bed stabilisation by
granulometric bed improvement, low water regulatigrgroynes),

(e) optimal use of the potential for river restarat(e.g. river banks restoration) and side
channel reconnection,

(H ensuring that flood water levels are not exha&rd and, ideally, are reduced.



