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I. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

A. __Opening and’duration of the session
1. The Commission.on Humen Rights held its. thirteenth session at the European
Office of the United Nations, Geneva. The-session commenced on 1 April 1957 and
ended on 26 April 1957, ' |
2. Mr. René Cassin (France), Chairmen of the Commission at its twelfth segsion,
opened the session (547th meeting) with a statement in which he referred to various
United Nations activities in the field of human rights. Among the matters he .
touched upon were the studies undertaken by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, the organization of seminars on human
rights, the adoption in September 1956 of the Supplementary Convention on: the
Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices Si.nﬂ.lar to
Slavery, and the proposed convention concerning the abolition of forced lébour/which
is to be examined by the International Labour Conference at its June 1957 session.
The statement is summarized in document E/CN.4/SR.547. | |
B. __Representation and attendance , o
3. The following representétives of Member States of the Commission attended:

Mr,. Carlos A. Bertomeu (Argentina), member A

Mr. Ratnekirti S.S. Gunawardene (Ceylon), member

Mr. Cheng Paonan (China), member

Mr. René Cassin (France), member

Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal (India), member

Mr. Fereydoun Adamiyat (Iran), alternate

Mr. Saadi Ibrahim (Irag), member(l)

Mr. Haim Herman Cohn (Israel), alternate

Mr, Francisco Maria Dominedo (Italy), member

Mr. Edward Rizk (Lebanon), member

Mr. Enilj.o Calderon Puig (Mexico), alternate

Mr. Erik Colben (Norway), slternate

Mre, FM. Serrano (Philippines), member

Mrs. Zofis Wasilkowska (Poland), member(l)

(l)N.omination to be confirmed by the Economic and Social Council.
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Mr. Peter P. Mikhailenko (Ukréinian Soviet Sociélist Republic), member(l)
Mr. P.D. Morosov (Union of Soviet Socislist Republics), member

Sir Samuel Hoare (United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland), member

Mrs. Oswald B. Lord (United States of America), member
4o At the 547th meeting, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, speaking on a point of order, made a statement on the representation of
China in the Commission., It was agreed that this stateméﬁt, together with those made
by the representatives of China, India, Polénd,‘and the United States of America on
this matter, would be reported in the summary record of the meeting (E/CN.4/SR.547).
5. The following were designated as alternates for the whole session:
Mr, Feraydoun Adamiyat (Iran) in place of Mr. Djalal Abdoh; Mr, Haim Herman Cohn
(Israel) in place of Mr, Jacob Robinson; Mr. Emnilio Calderon-Puig (Mexico) in place
of Mr., Pablo Campo Ortiz; and Mr. Erik Colban (No:way) in place of Mrs. Aase Lionaes.
In accordance with rule 13, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the functional
comnissions of the Economic and Social Council, Mr. H.J. Brillentes represented the
Philippines during the session. | |
6. The following were designated as alternates for various pafts of the session:
Mr. Tsing-chang Liu (China), Mr. Pierre Juvigny (France), Messrs. K.V, Padﬁanabhan
‘and A.J. Kidwal (India), Mr. Fausto Bacchetti (Italy), Mr. Jerzy Sztucki (Poland),
Mr. G. Raymond Geuntlett (United Kingdom), and Messrs. David H. Popper and Warren
Hewitt (United States of America).
Te _Thé members of the Commission ﬁere accombanied by the following adviso:s:
Mr. Roger Establie (France), Mr. Davodi (Iran), Mr. Monshem Kshany and Miss Naomi
Salomon (Israel), Mr. F. Remolsdor (Philippines), Messrs. Mirosfaw Gafczysnki and
Mr. Jerzy Sztucki (Poland), Mr. Igor D. Bubnov (Ukrainian SSR), Mr. Alexendre M.
Belonogov (USSR), and Messrs. Mr. David H. Popper and Warren Hewitt (United States of
vAmerica)
8. In accordance with a decision of the Commission at its 487th meeting, the
Commission on the Status of Women was represented at certain meetings of the session
by Mrs. Héléne Lefaucheux (France). Her statements are summarized in documents
E/CN.4/SR.566 and 568,

(l)Nominaxion to be confirmed by the Economic and Sociel Council.,
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9. On the invitation of the Commission Mr. Charles Ammoun (Lebanon), Special
Rapporteur appointed by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discr?mination and
Protection of Minorities to prepare the Study of Discrimination Education,
participated in most of the meetings of the session when Chapterizv of the report of
the Sub-Commission, relating to this study was considered. His statements to the
Commission are summarized in documents E/CN.4/SR.565, 566 and 568
10, The following observers of States Members of the United Nations were present at
various meetings of the éession: Mr. Antonio Patriota (Brazil), « Todor Stoyanov
(Bulgeria), Mr. D. Fernando Donoso and Miss Leonora Kracht (Chile), Messrs. Pribyslav ‘
Pavlik and Jaromir Strned (Czechoslovakia), Mr. José Angel Savinon (Dominican
Republic), Messrs. Aly Semir Sefouat and Salah Abdel Azim Fahmy ( ),

Miss Antoinette Lunsingh Meijer (Netherlands), Messrs. Zoher Kabbani, Moukhter El
Wekil and André Baladi (Syria); Mr. Nazif Cuhruk (Turkey) and Mesars. Gustav Vlahov
end Milutin Tapavicki (Yugoslavie).

11, The following representatives of specialized agencies were present at various

meetings of the session: _
International Labour Organisation: Messrs. P.P. Fano and P.|Blamont.
~United Nations FEducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization:
Messrs. H., Saba and J. Behrstock.
World Health Organizetion: Mr. Paul Bertrand, Miss B. Howell, and Dr. J., Bierman.
12. The Office of the United Nations Higg Commissioner for Refugges was represented
at certain meetings of the session by Mr. P. Weis.
13, The Counc;; f Europe was represented at certain meetings of\the session by
Mr, Hans Wiebringhaus.
14, The following authorized representatives of non-governmental organizations in
consultative relationship with the Economic and Social Council were present as . |
observers: -
CATEGORY A
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions: Mr. Herman Patteet
International Federation of}Christian Trade Unioné:. Mr. Georges Eggenmann
World Federation of Trade Unions: Mr. Tom L. Drinkwater
World Federation of United Nations Associations: Mrs. Colette Caitier,
Mr. Robert S. Smith, and Mrs. Beatrice Troupin.
Wbrld,Veterans Federation: Messrs, David Heaps and Paul L. Stocker
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| CATEGORY B
Agudus Isreel World Organization: Mr. H.A. Goodman and Chief Rabbl Alex Safran
The Anti-Slavery Society (United Kingdom): Mr. C.W.W. Greenidge
Catholic International Union for Social Service: Miss Anne-Marie Heftoghe
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs: Messrs. O. Frederick Nolde and
Elfan Rees '
Consultat;ve Council of Jewish Organizations: Mr. Moses Moskowitz

Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations: Mr. Gustav O. Warburg |

Friends World Committee for Consultation: Mr. J. Duncan Wood end Mrs. Katherine Wood
International Associstion of Penal Lew: Mrs. Helene Romniciano |
International Cgtholic Child Bureau: Mr. Andre Bondu and Miss Renee de Lucy-Fossarieu
International Catholic Film g;f;ce. Mr, A. Marcel Chamonin

Internationsl Catholic Migpration Commigsion: -Mrs. Rachel Rangel de Carvalho

International Committee of the Red Cross: Mr. B. Henri Coursier
" International Conference of Catholic Charities: Mrs. H. Beeckmans de Westmeerbeeck,

.Abbe Paul Bouvier, Mr. Antoine Pugin and Mr. Maurice Pugin

~ International Council of Women: Miss Louise C.A. van Eeghen, Dr, Renée Girod, and
Mrs. Mabel Jackson Haight

International Federation "Amies de la Jeune Fille": Mrs. Elsa Berthoud-van Werveke
and Mrs., Katherine Wood ‘

International Federation of Business and Professional Women: Misses Elisabeth‘Feller
and Constance M. Harris, Mrs, Alice Torriani and Mrs., Alice Wible Gaillard

International Federation of Newspaper Publishers: Mr. Jacques Bourquin

International Federation of'University Women: - Mise Renee J, Dubois and Mrs. Marie
Fiechter’

International Federation of Women Lawyers: Lady Gladys M. Chatterjeé, .B'E.,
Miss Anna Mireulo, Mrs. Brigitte A, Pfeifer, and Mrs. Maria Luisas Zavattaro
Ardizzi

International League for the Rights of Man: - Mr, Andre de Maday

International Movement for Fraternal Union Among Races and PeoEleS° Mr. Edouard
Basse, Miss Georgette Duvillard, and Mrs. Anne-Marie Pivot

International Union for Child Welfare: Miss Audrey E. Moser and Mrs. Jeanne-Marie
Snall | | — : _ .

International Union of Femily OrganizationSf. Mr. Francois Delaby
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Liaison Committee of Women's International Organizations: Mrs. L.M. de Cazotte,
Mrs. Y. Leuba, and Mrs. M, Prince ,

Pax Romena: Mr. Piefre Boal, and Rev. Father Linus Grond

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom: Mrs. Gertrude Baer

World Allisnce of Young Men's Christian Associations: Mr. Maber T. Doss

World Assembly of Youth: Miss Helen M. Dale

World Association of Catholic Young Women and Girls: Miss Josiane Chevrier and

Miss Leone Herren
World Jewish Congress: Mr. Gerhart M. Riegner | :
World Movement of Mothers; Mrs. Anne-Maria Couvreur and Mrs. Monigne de Vaublenc
World Union for Progressive Judajsm: Mr, B. Woyda
World Union of Cetholic Women's Orgenizations: Misses Agnes de Kalbermetten and

Renee de Lucy-Fossarieu _ :
World Young Women's Christisn Associstion: Misses Alice Arnold, M. Francoise Ehni,
and Elisabeth Palmer ’
World Women's Temperance Union: Mrs. N. Chaix-Constantin and Mrs, Y. Leuba
Fedération Internationale Libre de Deportées et Internées de la Resistance:

Mr. Frederick P. Kammann
. REGISTER
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts: Mrs. Perle Bugnion~-Secretan
15. Mr. John P. Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human Rights, represented the
Secretarthéneraln Mr, Edward Lawson, Mr. Kamleshwar Das and Mr. John G. Male

‘acted as secretaries of the Commission.
Cs Election of Officers
16. The Commission at its 547th meeting unanimously elected:
Mr. F.M. Serrano (Philippines), Chairman;
Mr, Erik Colban (Norwey), First Vice-Chairmen;
Mr. Ratnakirti S.S. Gunawardene (Ceylon), Second Vice-Chairman;
and Mr. Emilio Calderon Puig (Mexico), Rapporteur.
D. _Meetings, resolutions and documentation '.
17. The Commission held 30 plenary'meetings. The views oxpressed at these meetings
are summarized in documents E/CN.4/SR.547 ~ 576. |
'18. In accordance with Rule 75 of the Rules of Procedure of Functional Commissions
of the Sconomic and Social Councll, the Commission'granted hearings at various
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mestings (E/CN.4/SR.549, 555, 556, 557, 560, 561, 563, 564, 566, 569 and 574) to
representatives of the following non-governmental organizations:

Category A: Internationsl Federation of Christian Trade Unions (Mr. Georges Eggermann),
World Federation of Trade Unions (Mr, Tom L. Drinkweter), World Veterans Federation
(Mr. Psul L. Stocker).

Category B: Agudas Isreel World Orgaﬁization (Chief Rabbi Safran), Catholic Inter-
national Union for Social Service (Miss Anne-Marie Hertoghe), Consultative Council

of Jewish Organizations (Mr. Moses Moskowitz), Co-ordinating Board of Jewlsh Organi-
zations (Mr. Gustav O. Warburg), International Catholic Child Bureau (Miss Renes de
Lucy-Fossarieu), International Federation of University Women (Mrs. Marie Fieshter),
International Federation of Women Lawyers (Lady Gladys M. Chatterjee), International
Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples (Miss Georgette Duviilérd),
International Union for Child Welfare (Miss Audrey E. Moser), International Union of
Fanily Organizations (Mr. Frangois Delaby), Pax Romena (Rev. Fathet Linus Grond),
Women's International Ledgue for Pesce and Freedom (Mrs. Gertrude Baer), World
Jewiéh’Congrees (Mr. Gerhart M, Riegner), World Movement of Mothers (Mrs. Monique de
Vanblane), World’Union for Progressive Judaism (Mr. B. WOyda), World Union of
Catholic‘Women's Organizations (Miss Agnes de Kalbermatten),‘WOrldvIoung Women's
Christian Association (Miss Alice Arnold).

'19. Resolutions I - XIT and decisions of the Commission appear under the subject-
natters to which they relate, = Draft resolutions A - C, submitted for consideration
by the Economic and Social Council, are set out in Annex I to this report. The
financial implications of the resolutions of the Commission will be distributed to the
Council in document E/2970/Add.1. -

20. Documents before the Commission at its thirteenth session are listed in Annex II.
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‘II, AGENDA
21. .The provisional agenda (E/CN.4/733) was oonsidered by the Commission at the
547th meeting. It was adopted unanimously.,
22. The agenda for the thirteenth session was as follows.
\ 1. Election of officers
2, Adoption of the agenda

3. Study of the right of everyone to be free from arbitrary arrest,
detention and exile: report of the Committee ‘
(Economic and Social Council resolution 624 B (XXII)j 'E/2844, paragraph 49)

4. Celebration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights = report of the Committee
(Economic and Social Council resolution 624 C (XXII), B/2844, paragraph 13)

. 5. Report of the ninth session of the Sub~Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities (B/CN. 4/740)

6. Draft Declaration on the Rights of the Child
(E/2844, paragreph 99)

7. Freedom of Information
(E/2844, paragraph 163)

8. Right of asylum
(E/2844, paragraph 109)

9. Yearbook on Human Rights
(E/2731, paragraph 28; Economic and Social Council resolution 630 D (XXII))

10. Advisory services in the field of bumen rights
(General Assembly resolution 926 (X); Economic and Social Council
resolution 605 (XXI); E/2844, paragraph 87) :

1l. Communications
(Economic and Social Couneil raaolutions 75 (V); 192 A (VIII),
275 (X) and 454 (XIV))

12, Review of programme and establishment of priorities
(Economic and Social Council resolution 630 A (XXII))

13.- Report of the thirteenth session of the Gommission on Humen Rights
to the Economic and Social Council

23. At the 547th meeting the Commission agreed to commence with the discussion of
item 4, and then to consider item 6. It also agreed to take up item 5 on 10 April
1957, vhether or not it had completed consideration of items 4 and 6. |

24+ At the 554th meeting the Commission decided that it would take up, under item
5, the question of filling a vacancy in the membérShip of the Sub~Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities arising out of the death of
Mr. Nikolai Petrovich Emelyanov, a member of the Sub-Commission (E/CN.4/744).
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ON O ARY OF THE
IV D ON O RIG
25, At its twelfth session the Commission appointed a Committee, consisting of the
Member States represented on its Bureau (Chile, France, Pakistan and the Philippines),
to prepare plans for the widest possible celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
adoption and proclamation by the General Assembly of the Universal Declaration of
Human Righta. Such plans were to be prepared in consultation with the Secretary-
General, the appropriate authorities of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, and other specialized agencies concerned, and interested non-
governmental organizations in consultative relat{onship with the Economic and Social
Council (E/2844, para. 113). :
26, 1In resolution 624C (XXII) the Council noted the Commission'!s resolution on plans
for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and invited the collaboration in this undertaking of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and other epecialized agencies and
non=governmental organizations concerned, :
27, At the 548th to 554th meetings, the Commission examined the report of the
Committee (EVbN.4/735).‘ The Commission also had before it a statement of financial
implications submitted by the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/735/Add.1) .
28, The report contained, in Section I, general remarks concerning the celebration
‘of the tenth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and, in Section
II, a series of recommendstions submitted by the Committee for the consideration of
the Commission.
29. The Commission took note of the report of the Gommittee and thanked the members of
the Committee for their work. It examimed in detail paragraph 7 and 14 of the
Committee's report, and took these paragraphs as basic working texts., Statements on
the report were made by members of the Commission. A statement was also made by the
‘representative of the World Federetion of Trade Unions. These statements are |
summarized in doouments E/CN.4/SR.448 and 449. At the 554th meeting the Commission
adopted a resolution (E/CN.4/745) on the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaretion of Human Rights, to which it annexed plans for
the celebration as approved by the Commission at its 550th to 552nd meetings(EQN4A449).
c atio e _general remar he Committes
30, In Section I of its report (paragraph 7) the Oommittee submitted the view that the
following two main copsiderations should be borne in mind in planning the celebration of
the tenth anniversary of the adeption of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights:
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"1, The celebration should demonstrate to the world the great step forward
which the adoption of the Declaration on 10 December 1948 representss It
would therefore be fitting that the celebration should, wherever possibla,
serve as a vivid illustration of the work accomplished by the United Nations
in defining the rights proclaimed and ensuring respect for them.
"2, The celebration should also afford an opportunity‘fbr meking better known
the rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration, for awakening Tenewed
interest in and gredtér understanding of these righﬁs and freedoms, and thus
encouraging increasing respect for them,"
31, The Committee pointed out that such umiversal co-operation could not attain its
true character without simultaneous action, both nationally and internationally,
In the view of the Committee, the principal goal of the celebration would be to reach
the widest possible audience through all media of information, To achieve this, the
clogse and active co=operation of international bodies, governments and public services
universities and educational institutions, and non-governmental organizations with
all thelr national affiliates, must be ensured as soon as possibles With this in
mind, the Committee expressed the belief that the role of the United Nations should
be to make recommendations inviting Governments of States Members of the United
Nations, the specialized agehcies, and public and private organizations and '
institutions in each country, to take the measures necessary for co-ordinated action, '
adapting these to national, regibnal or local conditions always in conformity with
the spirit and letter of the Charter,
32, Some members of the Commission endorsed the views of the Gommittee without
reservation, while others expressed doubts about particular points.
33, With reference to the Committee's suggestion that "the celebration should
demonstrate to the world the great step forward which the adpption of the Declaration eec
répresentq“, some members, while agreeing that the adoption of the Declaration was
indeed a great step forward, were of the opinion that the Committee might well have
referred at the same time to the fact that mich remained to be done before the
principles of the Declaration could be fully implemented, They felt that every effort
should be exerted to make the celebration realistic and positive, particularlX since -
there is still a certaln amount of scepticism regarding the ability of governments to
'implement the fights set forth in the Declavation; and cautioned against creating
the impression that more is being done than is actually the case,
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34, Other members of the Commission felt that the celebration should be on as wide

a basis as possible, emphasizing the positive achievements of the United Nations in the
field of human rights and setting before the nations of the world some directions for
further progréss. In their view it was just as important not to be too pessiﬁistic'
as to display too mhch enthusiasm on such an oceasion,

35, Several members of the Commission expressed the opinion that the main emphasis

of the celebration should be on the national rather than on the internationsl level,
while others felt that suggestions for celebration could best be made by the United
Nations and other international organizations, it being understood that such _
suggestions would be congidered only as a guide which would in no way be mandatory, and
that it would be up to the governments and non-governmental organizations concerned to
adopt all or some of the measures recommended, or to devise additional ones,

36. It was suggestéd that the best way to celebrate the anniversary of the adoption
of the Declaration would be for the United Nations to complete work on the draft
covenants on human rights in time for signature by 10 December 1958, and that the
Commiasion should eppeal to the General Assembly to apeéd up its! programme in order

- that the covenants might be completed not by the end of the thirteenth session,as
already envisaged by thezGeneral Assembly,'but by 10 December 1958, Some members of
thé Commission warmly supported this proposal, while others considered it to be not
very realistic and difficult to achieve,

37, Various members of the Commission put forward additional suggestions for the
activities to be undertaken in connexion with the celebration of the tenth anniversary
of the Declaration, One suggested the preparation of a legislative hisfory of the
drafting and adoption of the Declaration which would clearly show the contribution
made by many individual countries to this'instrumenp. Another proposed the
publication of a popular volume, summarizing the history of the concept of human rights,
and shoﬁing not only the achievement in this field but also the obstacles which have
been overéame and those which still remain, Still another suggested that a number

of prominent individuals who had played a part in the preperation of the Declaration
should be invited to participate in the celebration, It was also suggested that a
national committee might be constituted in each country to prepere for the celebrations
such a committee might be composed of the same persons as had served on the national
committee for the celebration of United Nations ‘Day, or of people particularly active
in the field of human rights, There was also a suggestion that, on the national level,
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it might be possible to organize speciael meetings of the parliaments of Member States
to celebrate the tenth anni#ersary. |
38, Several members expressed the view that in any celebration of the énniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration, special attention might be drawn to positive
achievements since 1948 in line with the principles proclaimed in the Deciaration.
They referred in particular to the Human Rights Convention, preparéd under the
auspices of the Council bf/Europe and signed in Rome in 1951, to such instruments

as the United Nations Conventions on Refugees, on Stateless Persons, and on the
Nationality of Married Women, to the International Labour Organisation conventions
in the field of labour relations and trade union rights, and to the drafting of the
two covenants on human rights,

39, With regard to the media to be utilized in connexion with the celebration of the
enniversary, a number of suggestions were put forward, The hope was expressed that
the United Nations would avoid production of expensive brochures and pamphlets, and
would on the contrary spread the news about the Declaration through existing media
of mass communicetions such as the newspapers, fadio, television, and films, Great
importance was attached to the part which schools and universities might play in the
celebration; it was urged that the co-operation of every educational institution in
the world should be sought in order to achieve the objective in view,

40, Finally, it was suggested that Governments might be asked to translate the
available materials concerning the Declaration into the languages used within countries
~and territories under its jurisdictlon; in order that these materials might reach

' the widestpossible audience.

41, After consideration of the problem of the procedure to be followed in dealing
with the report of the Committee, the Commission decided to examine paragraphs 7 and
14 of the report in detail and to use them as a basis for drafting plans for the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration.

42, The Commission first examined the two sub-paragraphs of paragraph 7 of the
Committee'!s report, reproduced in paragraph 30 above,

43+ The representative of India proposed that the second sentence of the first
sub-paragraph of paragraph 7 should be amended by the addition of the following text:
"At the same time, in order to stimuiate greater efforts in the field of human rights,
the celebration should emphasize the considerable emount of work which remains to;be
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done, and in particular the adoption and ratification of the draft covenants on civil
-and ‘political rights and the draft covenant on economic, social and cultural rights.“
Several members supported this suggestion, while others expressed the view that it
added little to the recommendation forrmlated by the Committee, and that it waé
inappropriate as a part of the plans for & celebration which was to highlight the
Declaration,

4he It was further suggested that the word "completion" should be inserted in the
Indian amendment before the words “adoption and ratification", - However, after other
menbers of the Commission had expressed misgivings about the resulting text, the
repregentative of the United Kingdom proposed that the final clause of the Indien
amendment might be altered to read "and in particular the importance of the adoption
and ratification of the draft covenants'.

45. The representative of France proposod that the first sentence of the first sub-
paragraph of paragraph 7 should be amended by the'a&dition of the following clause:
"Emphesizing the exceptional nature of this document as distinet from all the
constitutional documents of international organizations", After some members had
opposed that part of the text which referred to other international documents, the
‘representative of Frante re-phrased his amendment to read: "and its unique
character as an international document"., Paragraph 7, thus amended, was adopted

by the Commission.

46, The Commission considered the various recommendations submitted by the Committee
- in paragraph 14 of its report; it adopted these recormendations, and such amendments
a8 were acceptable, as follows:

Pist tio the e Do ti

47+ Recommendation A of the Committee read:

"The Committee considers that the Declaration should be widely
disseminated, studied and discussed, To this end the Committee recommends
that the Secretary-General, with the co~operation of governments, non-
governmental organizations, schools and local authorities initiate a new
worldwide distribution of the text of the Declaration in 1958 in as many
languages as possible, The Committee hopes that a copy of the

' Declaration may be made available to the greatest number of people in a
language they can understand,"
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48, The representative of France proposed that the recommendation be amended by the
addition, at the end of the second sentence, of the phrase "and presented in an
attractive mamner", He expressed the hope that the Declaration could be published
in such a way that it would make a direct appeal to the man in the street, The
amendment was adopted by the Commission, ~
49. One member of the Commission proposed that in the second sentence of the
recommendation, after the words "in 1958", the phrase "together with an explanation
‘of its character", should be added. He explained that in his view a short comment
on the character of the Declaration should be prepared by the Secretary-General and
circulated, along with the text, in order that it might not be misunderstood. He
was afraid that the man in the street, in view of the great difference between the
ideals of the Declaration and reality, might think that the United Nations was pouring
out useleés paper unless it was explained that the provisions of the Declaration were
not‘legally binding on Member Stgtes but merely constituted a statement of aims to
which all should aspire, It was however pointed out that anyexplanation of the
character of the Declaration would have political implications, and that the preparation
of such an explanation would put a heavy responsibility on the Secretary-General. The
sﬁggestion was made that the problem might be solved if the Economie and\Social
Council were to appoint a small group to prepare a statement on the character of the
Declaration which could be used in any programme of dissemination, However, in the
light of the discussion, the proposal was withdrawn.
50, ‘Recommendation A, as amended, was adopted by the Commission.

tions on human rights
51, Recommendation B of the Committee mad:

The Committee considers that as many publications on human rights
as possible should be issued during 1958, These should include books,
pamphlets, periodicals and special articles. The co=operation of writers,
publishers and non-governmental organizations will be most welcome in this
respect, :

"The Committee recommends that all specialized agencies should be
invited to introduce, in their public information activities in 1957 and
1958, the theme of human rights, particularly when this is appropriate to
the work of the agency.

"The Committee considers it important that the work of the United
Nations in human rights should be given publicity in 1958, It recommends
that the Secretary-General should prepare a commentary on the Declaration,
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giving its legislative history. Popular essays based on this commentary,
and explaining the Declaration to the General public, would also be
desirable, The Committee recommends that the Secretary-General issue a
new pamphlet on the impact of the Declaration. The work of the Commission
on Humen Rights and its Sub-commission, and the work of the Commission on
the Status of Women, should also be included in publications issued."

52, The representative of the United States of America stated that new publicatiogﬁ
on human rights would be most useful and appropriate in connexion with the selebration
of the tentﬁ anniversary of the Declarationy she expressed the hope, howe?ér, thaf’
such ﬁublications would be made available a full year in advance of the celebration,
in order that they could be used extensively by writers and others before 1958, The
representative of India proposed that the celebration should be universal in |
cheracter and not confined to States Members of the United Nations or of the apecialized
agencies, After discussion, the proposal was adopted by the Gommission.

53. Recommendation B was adopted by the Commission.

International seminar on human rights

54, Recommendation C of the Committee read:

"The Committee recommends that, as a prelude to the world-wide cele-
bration on 10 December 1958, the Secretary-General should organize an
international seminar on human rights to be held during 1958, The purpose
of the seminar would be to bring together, from all parts of the world,
outstanding personalities who have been concerned with human rights at the
national or international level to exchange their knowledge and experiences.
The Committee emphasizes that the participants in the seminar should be
drawn from many different walks of life and should be leaders in their
particular fields."

55. One member felt that it would be unrealistic to refer to only one seminar on
human rights in 1958, and that it would be preferable to refer to "seminars in various
places, each dedicated to the study of specific aspects of huhan rights", Another
member raised the question whether the seminar, as proposed by the Committee, would
really promote respect for human rights, and suggested that the objective envisaged
by the Committee could better be attained if the possibility could be explored by the
Secretary-General of arranging an international radio link-up of outstanding ,
personalities who have been closely connected with work in the field of human rights. :
Still another member, while not opposing in principle the idea of convening a. aeminar
as recommended by the Committee, drew attention to the financial estimate submitted
by the Secretary-General-(E/CN.4/735.Add.1) in which provision was made for twenty
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'pﬁrticipants-in the seminarj; he pointed out that if only a single outstanding
personality were to be selected from Eécﬂ'State Mbiber of the United Nations, there
would be moré than eighty participants, A
56, The representative of the United Kingdom proposed the deletion of recommendation
C. His proposal was adopted by the Commission, the representatives of France, Italy
and the United States of America registering their abstentions, '

57. The representative of Lebanon proposed a new recommendation, to be inserted in the
place of recommendation C, requesting the Secretary-General to invite former members
of the Commission on Human Rights to participate in the celebration of the tenth
anniversary of the Decleration in their own way, After some members of the Commission
had expressed doubts about the necessity for such an invitation, it was suggested that

- the Secretary-General might be requested to remind governments that in the celebration
of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration they might ‘explore the possibility of
utilizing the services of individuals who had pafticipated in the drafting of the
Declaration, It was pointed out that this metter could be dealt with by the addition
of a phrase to recommendation E, and the Commission postponed further consideration of
the question until it reached that recommendation..

58, A new recommendation was proposed, to be inserted in the place of recommendation
C, suggesting the organization in 1958 of international seminars in various regions of
~ the world, in harmony with the general scheme of advisory services in the field of
haman rightse It was however pOintedfoutvthat the proposal was not necessary, and it
was not pressed, - |
Conference of non-governmental organizations on r ;8

59. Recommendatdion D of the Committee read: |

"The Committee recommends that non-governmental organizations emphasize
human rights at their anmual conferences in 1958.

WPhe Committee suggests also that non-governmental organizationa
individually, or in groups, should draw up and adopt resolutions reaffirming
their support for the Declaration,™

60, No amendments to recommendation D were submitted, and the recommendation was
adopted by the Commigsion,

Other conferences me o rights

61. Recommendatiqn E of the Committee read:s

"The Committee recommends that governments encourage national organisations
and institutions to hold national conferences and other meetings on human rights
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in 1958, The orgamization of these conferences should be left to the
initiative of leading civic or social organizations, but the Committee
believes that the conferences should be on a large scale and the representa-
tives drawn from as many different walks of life as possible,

"The Committee also recommends that as many societies and other local
groups as possible hold mestings and discussions on human rights during the
year."

62, The representatives of Italy and Lebanon jointly proposed, and the Commission
agreed, that the first sentence of the recommendation be amended t0 read "..., national
conferences, and wherever possible regional and other meetings, on human rights in
1958",

Recommendation E, thus amended, was adopted by the Commission.
Studies of human rights subjects
63. Recommendation F of the Committee read:

"The Committee recomends that schools and universities, wherever possible,
incorporate special studies on human rights in their existing currieular in
1958,

The Committee suggests that in the schools the meaning of the articles
of the Declaration might be taught against the background of the national
history of the country concerned and of the country's own achievement of the
rights and freedoms which the Declaration proclaims,

"The Committee suggests that universities in various parts of the world
should hold seminars on human rights or meetings timed t¢ coincide with the
tenth anniversary,"

64. In commenting on this recommendation, some members expressed thé view that care
should be teken to avoid glving students the idea that human rights are fully
respected in the world to-dayj; it was suggested that 1t might be necessary for
teachers to explain that it will take some time to reach the goals proclaimed in the
Declaration, It was pointed out s$hat quick action was necessary if the recommendations
of the United Nations concerning school curricule were to be given effect, since
school progremmes for 1958 are already being prepared.

65. At the suggestion of the representative of Lebanon, the Commission agreed to
delete the word "existing" in the first sentence of the recommendation. At the
suggestion of the rerresentative of India, the Commission agreed to substitute the
phrase, "efforts in promoting the rights" for the phrase "achievement of the rights"
in the second sentence of the recommendation.
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66.

Recommendation F, thus amended, was adopted by the Commission,

Honours and awards

67,

68,

Recommendation G of the Committee read:

"The Committee suggests that governments, universities and other
institutions might offer special honours or awards in 1958 to persons
who had distinguished themselves by their work or studies on human
rights."

No amendments to recommendation G were submitted, and the recommendation was

adopted by the Commission.
Art oompetitions

69.

70.

Recommendation H of the Committee read:

"The Committee had hoped for contributions to the celebration from
the arts, which have so often served, and continue to serve, the cause of
human rights. - The Committee found it impossible, for practical reasons,
to recommend the holding of international competitions in all forms of

_art, but it submits the following suggestions:

(1) That national competitions in literature, music and the plastic
arts might be held, Artists, in whatever forms of art may be most b
representative of the particular national genius, migh® well be attracted
by the idea of producing a work on the theme of human rights and submit=
ting it to a jurys

(2) That an international competition in children's art might be
arranged by the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the Directore.
General of UNESCO. Childrsn of all countries might be asked to make..
drawings and paintings fllustrating one or more of the rights-in the
Declaration which they themselves would choose, = Their contributions -
would first be judged by a national committee. The contributions then.
submitted should be limited in mumber and of identical size. The
nunber of awards to be made will have to be decided, but they would be
offered by an international jury aend the drawings and paintings selected
would be exhibited at the United Nationsj

(3) That similar nationsl competitions might be held in which
children would write essays or short stories with human rights as their
theme,

The Commission decided to delete the first two sentences of the recommendation

and to subgtitute therefor the following text: "The Commission submits the following
suggestions", Recommendation H, as amended, was adopted by the Commission,

dio, television a i 0 8

7L,

‘Recommendation I of the Committee read:

"The Committee recommends that the Seocretary-General in co-operation with .
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scilentific and Cultural
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Organization, promote national and international radio, television and
film programmes in honour of the tenth anniversary.

"The Committee suggests that the possibility be explored of special
awards being made for films on human rights at the international film
festivals, Similarly, a special television award might be offered for
a Human Rights Day programme in 1958."

72, The repreaentative of the United Kingdom proposed, and the Commission agreed,
that the first paragraph of the recommendation should be amended by the addition of
the following text:

"and that he should explore the possibility of arranging an international
radio link-up in which outstanding personalities; who have been concerned
with human rights at the national or international level, would participate.®

73. The representative of Lebanon suggested, and the Commiseion agreed, that the
second sentence might be qualified by using the term "films connected with human
rights" rather than "films on human rights".

74e Recommendation I, thus amended, was adopted by the Commission.

Human rights stamps . |

75. Recommendation J of the Committee read:

"The Committee recommends that every Governmen 1ssue nstional human rights
stamps, first-day covers, or special cancellations on 10 December 1958,

"The Committee also recommends the United Nations human rights stamps,
first-day covers and special cancellations honouring the tenth anniversary
should be issued." :

76. No amendments to recommendation J were submitted and the recommendation was
adopted by the Commission,

CEF greeting cards
77+ Recommendation K of the Committee read:

"The Committee suggests that UNICEF greeting cards might illustrate
human rights in 1958, If notes that UNICEF has agreed to the Committee's
request that it study the possibility of using one or more of the
children's drawings or paintings which win the international competition
(;;e H (2) above) on the greeting cards which will be issued in 1959 or
1%0,"

No amendments to recommendation K were submitted and the recommendation was
adopted by the Commission.
Observances of Humsn Rights Day 1958
78. Recommendation L of the Committee read:

"The Committee considers it important that th:s widest possible national
and international observances of Human Rights Day in 1958 should be held.,
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‘#The Committee recommends that all Governments should make erfangementa
to hold celebrations on 10 December 1958 in their capitals and principal
eitles,

"The Committee suggests also that Heads of State or of Government might,
on that day, address special messages to the Nation, calling, where appropriate,
on Government agencies and services, and public and private organizations and
enterprises, to make new efforts to achieve fuller enjoyment of the rights
and freedoms recognized in the Declaration.

"The Committee recommends that the Secretary-General organize an
appropriate ceremony at the United Nations Headquarters on 10 December 1958,
As the General Assembly will be in session on that date, special plenary _
meetings should be held at which Member States would reaffirm their faith in
and pledge their renewed support for the Declaration in a resolution. The
Secretary-General of the United Nations and %he Directors-General of the
specialized agencies should be invited to make special statements at these.
commemorative meetings.

¥The Committee recommends also that the Secretary-General organize
appropriate observances at the European and other offices of the United
Nations.

. "The Committee recommends further that the Directors-General of the
specialized agencies be asked to organize observances of 10 December 1958
at their headquarters, The Committee notes that the eleventh General
Conference of UNESCO will probably be in session on 10 Decemmber 1958 and
arrangements for special sessions.of that body might also be made,"

79+ The representative of Mexi¢o proposed that the following text be added as the
third paragraph of the recommendation: "The Commission suggests that parliaments of
Mehber States might hold solemn sessions on 10 December 1958 to celebrate the tenth
anniversary of the Declaration. The amendment was adopted by the Commission,

80 It was suggested that the second and third sentences of the fourth paragraph of
the recommendation be deleted. The representative of the United Kingdom suggested ’
alternatively ‘that these sentences might be replaced by the following: "As the General
' Assembly will-be in session on that date, a special plenary meeting might be held at
which the General Assembly would reaffirm its faith in, and pledge its renewed support
for, the Declaration in a resolution,”" ' The latter suggestion was adopted,

.81, The Commission decided to add the words %or their representatives? after the
reference to specialized agencies in the final paragreph of the recommendation.

82, The Commission agreed that when makﬁug arrangementa for the special meetimg of
the General Assembly on 10 December, the_Secretertheneral could inéite the executive .
heads of the specialized agencies to associate themselves with this’ceremony, possibly
by arranging for a statement to be made on behalf of all the agencies by the head of
one of them, |
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83, . Recompendation L, as amended, was adopted by the Commission,
84, The Commission decided tovsubstitute the word "Commission" for the word "Committee"
whenever it appeared in the recommendations as adopted, and to place the serlies of
‘recommendations which 1t had adopted in the form of an annex to its resolution on the
subject (ses para., 107 of this report),
De_ Congideration of draft feeolg;iong on the Committee's report
85. The Commission had before it the draft resolution on the celebration of the tenth
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, submitted by
the Committee in the Annex to its report; and a draft resolution submitted by the
. representative of the United States of America (E/CN.4/L.442)s The Commission
aocepted‘the‘latter draft resolution as a basis for further examination of the
question,
86, Amendments to the United States draft resolution were submitted by the
representatives of Italy (E/CN.4/L.443), Israel (E/CN,4/L.444), Poland (E/CN.4/L.445)
and Ceylon and India (E/CN.4/L.446). Sub-amendments to the Polish amendment were
~ submitted by the representative of China (B/ON.4/LobdT4) o

87. The amendment submitted by the representative of Italy, expressing the nope that
: regional inter-governmental organizations concerned would join in the celebration, was
unanimously accepted by the Commission,
88, The amendment submitted by the representative of Isracl (E/CN.4/L.44L) was
~ withdrawn in favour\of the third paragraph of the joint CeyloneIndia amendment.,
89, The amendment submitted by the representative of Poland (E/CN.4/L.445) by which
»vthe General Assembly was recommended to make, at its twelfth sesgion, Such
» organizational arrangements as it may deem necessary to make possible the completion
of work on the draft covenants on huzan rights by 10 December 1958, and by which all
Members of the United Nations would be asked to co=operate closely in such arrangements,
gave rise to a difference of opinion in the Commission. While a number of members of
the COnmiesion supported the principle underlying the Polish amendment, some felt that
there was ne‘reason for the Commission to ask the General Assembly to do something
which it had elready’in fact itself decided to do in resolution 1041 (XI), Others
folt that it was not very realistic to expect the General Assembly to be able to
conclude its work on the draft convenants in 1958, even though it had itself so
decideds and expressed fear that false hopes might be raised by the adoption of the

© . amendment,



/2970
B/CN,4/753
page 26

90, The sub-amendments (E/CN.4/L.447) submitted by the representative of China to
‘the Polish. amendment (E/CN.4/L.445) called for the insertion of the words "including
measnres of implementation" in two places, first after the phrase" completion of work
on the draft covenants on human rights® in the first Polish amendl\nenty, and secondly
after the words "completion of work on the draft covenants on humah: rights by
10 December 1958" » in the second Polish amendment, ~ In the light of the discussion
of her amendments and of the sub-smendments submitted by the representative of China,
the representative of Poland submitted a revised amendment (E/CN.4/L.445/Rev.l).
91, The amendments submitted jointly by the representatives of Ceylon and India
(E/CN.4/L.446) » in vhich reference was made to "all states" rather than to "States
Members of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies", also gave rise to
discussion in the Commission, Some members took exception to the reference to "all |
States" as a violation of the precedents established in the United Nations, while
others considered it unwise to invite States which were Members neither of the United
Nations nor of any specialigzed agency to partieibate in the celebration of the
Declaration. In reply to these objections, it was pointed out that the General
_Assembly itself, in resolution 423 (V), had invited all States to adopt 10 December
of each year as fhunan Rights Day, and to observe this day to celebrate the anniversary
of the proclamaiion of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and that the -
Declaration was itself a univeraal doeument ’ intended for all peoples and all nat':l.ons.”
It was further pointed out. that on a mumber of previous occasions the United Nations |
had addressed resolutions and communications to non-Members States,
92, ~ In the light‘of the discussion, the representatives of Ceylon and India submitted.
a revised amendment (E/CN.4/L.446/Rev.1), incorporating changes which had been
auggested by other members of the Commission, Two sub-amendments to this amendment
were submitted by the representative of China (E/CN.A/L 448)s Both sub-amendments
‘_‘.ealled for use of the term "all States Members of the United Nations or of specialimd '
agencies" ingtead of the term "all States."
93. Paragraph 1 of the revised Oeylon-India amendment (E/ON. /L.446/Rev.l) was
adopted unenimously,. '
‘94,  The first sub-amendment (E/CN.4/L.447) submitted by China to the Polish amendment
was not put to the vote as the phrase contained therein had already appeared in the :
revised Polish amendment (E/CN.4/L.445/Rev.1).
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95, Paragraph 1 of the revised Polish amendment (E/CN 4/L.445/Rev.1) was adopted by
11 votes in favour to 3 against, with 4 abstentions,

96, Paragraph 2 of “he revised ceylon-India amendment (E/GN 4/1..,446/Rev,1) was
"adopted unanimously.

97. The Chinese sub-amendment (E/CN.4/L,448) to paragraph 3 of the revised Ceylon-
India amendment (E/CN.4/L. 446/Rev.1) was not adopted, 9 votes being cast in favour to
‘9 against, »

98. Paragraph 3 of the revi sed ceylon-India a.mendment (E/CN,4/L. 4-46/Rev 1) was
edopted by 9 votes in favoxr to 7 againss, with 1 abstention,

99, The Chinese sub-emendment (E/CN.4/L.448) to paragraph 4 of the revisad Geylon-
India emendment (E/CN.4/L.446/Rev.l) was not adopted, receiving 8 votes in favour to
-8 against, with one abstention, on a roll-call vote requested by the representative
of China, The voting was as follows: In favour: Argentina, Ch.inav.,'-Franoe, Mexioo,
Norway, Philippines, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United
States of America; Against: Ceylon, India, Iran, I’si""éél"‘,“l.ebanon, Poland, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics' Abstention- Iraq,
100, Paragraph 4 of the revised Ceylon-India amendment (E/GN.4/L.446/Rev.1) was
adopted by 10 votes in favour to 7 against,

101, Paragraph 5 of the revised Ceylon~-India amendment (E/CN .4/4-46/Rev.1) was adopted
unanimously, - ,

102, The Itelian amendment (E/CN.4/L.443) was adopted unanimously.

103, The Chinese sub-amendment (E/CN.4/L,447) to the second paragraph of the Polish
amendment (E/ON.4/L,445/Rev,1) was adopted by 7 vodes in favour to 5 against, with

3. absten'bions. . ,
/104, The second paragraph of the Polish amendment (E/CN .4-/L._44-5/Rev.l) , as amended,
was adopted by 9 votes in favour to 3 égainst, with 5 abstentions, | |

105, The United States draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.442), as amended, was adopted by
16 votes in favour and none against, with 1 abstention. The representatives of

: Argentina, China, India, Israel, Lebanon, Mexico, Norway, the Philippines, the United
Kingdom and the United States of America explained their votes; their statements are
summarized in document E/CN,4/SR.554, A '

106. It was understood that the blank space in operative péragraph 6 of the
resolution as adopted would be filled in by the Economic and Soéial Counecil,

107, The resolution as adopted (E/CN,.4/745), together with the amnex (E/CN.4/L.449),
reads:
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Resolution.I
CELEBRATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPT
OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
A,
The O gsion on H: 8

- Takes note of the report of the Committee on the Celebration of
the Tenth Anniversary of the Adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Bumen Rights (E/ON,4/735), end

Thanks the Members of the Committee for their work,

B,

o} sajon on 1ghts
Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the
following resolution:
' e _Eoco _and Sooial Counc
Reoalling resolution 624 C (XXII), in which it noted the
regolution of the Commission on Human Rights on plans for the
widest possible celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
Universal Deslaration of Human Righta and invited the collaboration
in this undertaking of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and other apecia],ized a,genoj.es and non~
governmental organization concerned, : e
Recalling also resolution 423 (V) of the General Asaembly,
inviting all States to adopt 10 December of each year as Human
Rights Day and to celebrate on that day the proclamation of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by ﬁhe Generél_Aasembly
on 10 December 1948, to exert increasing efforts in this field
‘Qf humen progress, and to report annually through the Secrebary-
General concerning the observance of Human Rights Day,

PR

y A araft resolution on this subject for consideration by the Eoonomic and
Social Council ‘appears in Annex I as draft resolution A,
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- Recognizing the significance of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in promoting an understanding of heman rights and
fundamental freedoms,

Deeply convinced that devotion to the lofty principles set
forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights would be
manifested in the best way by further concrete steps in the field
of the protection of human rights and especially by the completion
of.work on the draft covenants on human rights, including the
measures of implementation,

1. Urges all States to join in celebrating the tenth anniversary

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which will fell on

10 December 1958, making such use as they may consider appropriate

of the plans annexed to this resolution, and invites them to

inéludq information on their celebrations in the report which they
submit regularly under General Assembly resolution 423 (V);

2, Recommends to a'll States to set up national committees for |

the purpose of carrying out the objects of this resolution;

3., Invites the specialized agencies to co-operate in this
colebration, taking into account the plans annexed to thié
resolution, with a view to strengthening support for their

objectives through wider understanding of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the relation of the Declaration to their
programmes and activities;

4, Invites non~governmental organizations in consultative status
to promote the celebration of this anniversary in co-dperation with
their various national and local affiliates;

5. Expresses the hope thet regional inter-governmental
organizations conderned’ will also Join in the ceiebration;

6. - Reguests the Secretﬁry-Gener'al » in co-operation Mth a committee
consisting of representatives of ’;/ and in consultation
with the Director~General of UNESCO and.the Directors-General of the
‘other apecialized agencies, to make t_he necessary iirrangements to
_g:lve effect to the recommendations of the Cormission on Human Ri'ghtss'.

_],/ It was understood that the Economic and Socisl Couneil would designate the .
membem's of the Committee,
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7. ZExpresses the desire that the General Assembly take appropriate
measures in order .that its decision contained in rgsolutidn 1041 (X1),
concerningvthe completion of the work on the draft covenants on |
human rights may be carried out by 10 December 1958, including
measures of implementation, as the most fitting homage to the
Uhiversal Declaration of Human Rights; and

"8, Appeals to all Membeps of the United Nations to co-operete

closely to this end,

Annex o Resolution I
ns f the celebration of the tenth ivergary of the

adoptgon of the Universal Decl aration of Human Rights,

approved by the Gommission on Human Rights at its
thirteenth gesslon

I, General

The Commission judged that two main considerations should be borne in mind
in planning the celebraidion of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Buman Rights:

(a) The oélebration should demonstrate to the world the great step
which the adoption of the Declaration on 10 December 1948 represents,
and its unique charactver as an- international document. It would
therefore be fitting that the celebration should, wherever possible,
gerve as a vivid illustration of the work accomplished by the United
Nations in defining the rights proclaimed and ensuring respect for
them, At the same time, in order to stimulate greater efforts in
the field of human rights, the celebration should emphasize the
considerable amount of work which yet remeins to be done, in
particular the importance of the adoption and ratification of the
draft covenants on civil and politfeal rights and on economie, -
gsocial and cultural rights,

(b) The celebration should also afford an opportunity for making
better known the rights and freedoma set forth in the Declaration,
for awakening renewed intgrest in, and greater understanding of,
these rights and freedoms, and thus encouraging inecreasing respect
for them,

II, Recommendations

The recommendetions submitted by the Commission are gs follows:

‘A, Distribution of the text of the Universal Declaration of Humen Rights

Thé Commi ssion congiders that the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights should be widely disseminated, studied, and discussed, To this end
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the Commission recommends that the Secretary-General, with the co-opergtion
of Governments, non-govermnmental organizations, schools and local _
suthorities, initiate a new world-wide distribution of the text of the
Decleration in 1958 in as many languages as possible and presented in an
attractive manner. The Commission hopes that a copy of the Declaration
may be made available to the greatest number of people in & lenguage they .
can understand, : ) :

B. Publi¢ation on human rights

The Commission considers that as many publications on human rights
es possible should be issued during 1958, These should include books,
pamphlets, periodicals and special articles. The co-operation of
writers, publishers and non~governmental organizations will be most
welcome in this respect,

The Commission recommends that all specialized agencies should be
invited to introduce, in their public information activities in 1957 and
1958, the theme of human rights, particularly when this is appropriate
to the work of the agency. :

The gommission considers it important that the work of the United
Nations in the field of human rights should be given publicity in’' 1958,
It recommends that the Secretary-General should prepare e commentary on
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, giving its legislative
history. Popular essays based on this commentary, and explaining the
Declaration to the general public, would also be desirable. The Commission
- recommends that the Secretary-General issue a new pemphlet on the impact
of the Declaration. The work of the Commission on Human Rights and its
Sub-commission, and the work of the Commission on the Status of Women,
should also be included in publications issued. S

The Commission recommends that non-~governmenital organizations
emphasize human rights at their snnual conferences in 1958,

The Commission suggests also that non-governmental organizations,
individually or in groups, should draw up and adopt resolutions reaffirming
their support for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

D, _Otiaer cqnferenceg and meetings on human rights

The Commission recommends that governments encourage national
organizations and institutions to hold national, and whenever possible
regional, conferences and other mestings on human rights in 1958, The
organization of these conferences should be left to the initiative of
leading civic or social organizations, but the Commission believes that
the conferences should be on a large scale and the representatives
drawn from as meny different walks of 1life as possibdle,

" The Commission also recommends that as many socisties and other
local groups as possible should hold meetings and discussions on
humen rights during the year. '
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E, Studieg of human pights subjects

The Commission recommends that schools and universities, wherever
possible, should incorporate special studies on human rights in their
curricula for 1958,

. The Commission suggests that in the schools, the meaning of the
Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights might be taught
against the background of the national history of the country concerned
and of the country's own efforts in promoting the rights and freedoms
which the Declaration proclaims,

The Committee suggests that.tniversitics in various parts of the
world should hold seminars on human rights, or meetings timed to
coineide with the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Deolaration of Human Rights,

F. Honours and awards

The Commission suggests that Governments, universities and other
institutions might offer special honours or awards in 1958 to persons
who have distinguished themselves by their work or studies on human
rights,

G, Art competitions
The Commission submits the following suggestions:

1, That national competitlons in literai:ure, music and the plastiec
arts might be held, Artists, in whatever forms of art may be most
reprosentatives of the particular national genius, might well be
attracted by the idea of producing a work on ‘the theme of human rights
end submitting it to a jurys;

2, That an international competition in children's art might de
arranged by the Secretary-General, in co-~operation with the Director
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, Children of all countries might be asked to make
drawings and paintings illustrating one or more of the rights in the
Declaration, which they themselves would choose. Their contributions
would first te judged by a national committee. The contributions them
submitted should be limited in number and of identicsl size. The number
of awards to be made will have to be decided, but they would be offered
by an international jury and the drawings and paintings selected would
be exhibited at the United Nations;

3, That similar netional competitions might be held in which
children would write essays or short stories with human rights as their
theme. ’
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H, Radio, television and film programmes

The Commission recommends that the Secretary-General, in co-
operation with the Director-General of the United Nations Educationel,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, promote national and international
radio, telovision and film programmes in honour of the tenth anniversary,
and that he should explore the possibility of arranging an international
radio link-up in which outstanding personalities, who have been concerned
with human rights at the national or international level, would

participate,

The Commission suggeste that the possibility be explored of special
awards being made for films connected with human rights at the
international film festivals. Similarly, a special television award
might be offered for a Human Rights Day programme in 1958,

I, Human rights stamps

The Commission recommends that every Government issue national human
rights stamps, first-dey covers, or special cancellations on 10 December

The Commission also recommends that United Nations human rights
stamps, first-day covers, and special cancellations honouring the tenth
anniversary, should be issued,

Jo UNICEF greeting cards

The Commission suggests that UNICEF greeting cards might illustrate
human rights in 1958, "It notes that UNICEF has agreed to a request that
it study the possibility of using one or more of the children's drawings
or paintings which win the international competition (see G (2) above).
on the greeting cards which will be issued in 1959 or 1960,

K, Observances of Human Rights Day 1958

The Commission considers it important that the widest possible
national and international obgervances of Humen Rights Day in 1958 should
be held,

- The Commission recommends that all Governments should make
arrangements to hold celebrations on 10 December 1958 in their capitals
and prineipal cities.

The Commission suggests that parliaments of Member States might
hold solemn sessions on 10 December 1958 to celebrate the anniversary
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

The Commission suggests also that Heads of State or of Governments
might, on that day, address special messages to the Nation, calling,
vwhere appropriate, on Government agencies and services, and public and
private organizations and énterprises, to make new efforts to achieve
fuller enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
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The Commission recommends that the Secretary~General organize an
appropriate ceremony at United Nations Headquarters on 10 December 1958,
48 the General Assembly will be in session on that date, a special
plenary meeting might be held at which the General Assembly would
reaffirm its faith in, and pledge its renewed support for, the Universal
Declaration of Humen Rights in a resolution,

The Commission recommends also that the Secretary~General organize
appropriate observances at the European and other Offices of the United
Nations. ‘ :

The Commission recommends further that the Directors-General of
the specialized agencies be asked to organize observances of 10 -
December 1958 at their respective Headquarters, The Commission notes
that the eleventh General Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Seientific and Cultural Organizetion will probably be in session on
10 December 1958: arrangements for special sessions of that body
might also be made,
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IV, DRAFT DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

108, The. proceedings at the United Nations regarding the Draft Declaration of
the Rights of the Child go back to 1946, when the Temporary Social Commission
stated that the terms of the Declaration of Géneva, adopted by the Assembly .of the
League of Nations, "should bind the people of the world today as firmly as they
did in 1924" (E/41). | :

109, The Social Commission at its sixth session, in 1950, adopted a Draft United
Nations Declaration of the Rightes of the Ohild(l) and trensmitted it to the
Economic and Social Council with the recommendation that the latter request the
Conmission on Humen Rights to inform the~C6uncil bf the Commission's stervations
on the draft with a view to its approval by the General Aissembly (E/1678).

1l0. vThe~Econoﬁio,and Social Council, on 13 July 1950, adopted resolution

309 ¢ (XI) in which, after noting the close relationship bétween the draft
declaration of the rights of the child and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, it requested the Commission on Human Rights to consider the draft
declaration, as prepared by the Social Commission, "at the same time as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights", taking into account the relevant summary
records of the Council, and to communicate to the Council "its observations on the
principles and contents" of the draft declaration,

111, Tho draft declaration of the rights of the child was first placed on the
agenda of the seventh session of the Commission on Human Rights in l§51
(E/CN,.4/512), but was not considered by the Commission until its present session,

A. General debate on the draft déclaration of the rights of the child

112. The Commission held a gencral discussion on the draft declaration of the
rights of tho child during its 555th to 558th meetings, It had before it _
resolution 309 C (XI) of the Council, the records of the discussion in the Counci;
(E/SR.387, and E/iC.7/SR,125-128), the text of the draft declaration prepared by
the Social Commission, and certain background information (E/CN.4/512). It also
had beforo it writton statements submitted by the World Movement of Mothers
(E/CN.4/NGO/70 end Corr.l and 2), the International Federation of Women Lawyers

(1) See Qfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, Eleventh Session,
Supplement No.3, snnex II, -draft resolution IV,
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(8/CN,4/NGO/71), the Inteynational Catholic Child Bureau (E/CN.4/NGO/72),

tho Iiaison Committee of Women's International Organizations (E/CN,4/NGO/73) and the
Intornational Union of Family Organizations (E/CN.4/NGO/74). The Commission heard
oral statements by representatives of the .gudus Israel Wbrld\prganization, the
Intornational Catholic Child Bureau, the-international Federation of Univorsity
Women, the International Union for Child Welfare, the International Union of
Family Organizations and the World Movement of Mothers, These statements are
summarized in documente E/CN.4/SR, 555, 556, and 557, o

113, The‘discussion in the Commission ranged oier a wide field, It was the
consonsus- of opinion that the child needed special protestion by reason of his
physical and mental immaturity, Various poiﬁts of view were, however,'put
forward congorning the nature, the principles and the contents of the draft
declaration, Opinions were expressed, for example, concerning the‘deairabil;ty
of drafting declaration of principles or the preparation of a lega;ly binding
instrument, such as a convention, which would defing more precisely the' obligations
to be undertaken both nationally and 1nternationall&. Various paragraphs of the
draft were commented upon and suggestions for their re~drafting were made., The
question of fho responsibility of the State and of the family towards the child,

ag well as the relationship of the family to the.child and]parantal rights and
duties, were discussed, Spoecial emphasis was also placed on the difference ﬁhich
still exists in some countries between the rights of legitimate and 1llegitimate
~children, Some members suggosted that the first concern of the United Nations,

in drafting an instrument of an international character, should be to protect the
child from sociel stigma originating in circumstances alien to his responsibility,

B, Considoration of draft resolution
114, There was general agreoement, however, that the Commission could not consider

the draft declaration in 21l its aspects at the thirteenth session. While some
opinion was vdiped in favour of referring the draft declaration back to the Social

 Commission for further consideration in the light of the views expressed in the
Commiseion, the representatives of Ceylon, India, Iran and Mexico submitted a
draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.450) By which the Commission would transmit to
Governments of Membor States the observations made in the Commission, together with
the draft doclaration, with a view to receiving their comments thereon, The
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Seceretary-General would be requested to eirculate the comments of Governments to
the members of the Commission by 31 December i957, and it wars proposed that the
Commission shduld~consider the draft declaration further at its next session.
115, The sponsors of the resolution agreed that it would be more apprbpriate to
écquaint the Governments with all the observations made in the Commission by
transmitting to them the summary records of ;he-meetings of the Commission, rather
.than by sending them only the brief.accéunt which.appeafs in this report, The
sponsors also accepted an amendment propésed by the represehtativé of the Philippines,
to transmit to Govermments, in addition to the summary records, the written
stateménts submitted by non-governmental organizations (see para, 112); and an
'amendment proposed by the representative of China, to forwérd also to Governments
the records of the discussion in the Social Committee of the'eleventh gsession of
'the Economic and Soeial Council, The sponsors further agreed to incorporate in
their draft resolution a suggestion made by the representative of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republies, that Governments should be asked to send in their
comments by 1 December 1957 at the latést, so that'tﬂe Commission might be able to
take these comments into account during its further considerétion of the question.
| The representative of Iraquid’not press his suggestion that Governments should be
asked specifically to formulate their comments on the title, nature and contents
of the draft declaration, as it was felt that Governments should be free to comment
‘upon all the proceedings and not only on the suggested topics, '
116, At the 558th meeting the Commission unanimously adopted the following
. resolution (E/CN,4/746):

Resolution II

. " DR..FT DECIL4RATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHIID
The Commission on Human Rights

Having‘held a general discussion on the Draft Declaration of the Rights of
the Child prepared by the Social Commission (E/CN.4/512),
1, . Iransmits to the Governments of Member States the observations
made in the thirteenth session of the Commission on Human Rights
(E/CN.4/SR.555-558), together with the written statements
submitted by non-governmental organizations (E/CN.4/NG0/70,
Corr. 1 and 2, E/CN.4/NGO/71, 73, 73 and 74), the draft
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doclaration, and the records of the discussions in the Social
Committee of the eleventh session of the Economic and Social
Council (E/4C.7/SR.125-128), with a view to receiving their
comments thereon by 1 December 1957 at the latest, so that
the Commission may take them into account during its con-

; sideration of the'question;

2. Réguosﬁs the Secretary-General to circulate the comments df
Governments to the members of the commiSsion by 31 Decamber
1987; and |

3, Docides to consider the draft declaration further at its next
session,



L B/B9T0
E/GN.4/753
page 39

V. STUDY OF THE RIGHT OF EVERYONE TO EE FREE FROM
ARBITRARY ARREST, DETENTION AND EXITE

117, At‘its twelfth session, the Commission appointed a Committee of foux of its
Members, namely Chile, Norway, Pakistan and the Fhilippines to prepare a study on
the right of‘éveryone to be free from arbitrary arrest, detention and exile (E/2844,
paragraphs 49 and 82), The Committee was asked to submit a preliminary report to
the thirteenth session of the Commission and, if possible, a complete report at the
succeeding session, '

118, On 1 August 1956 the Economic and Social Couneil, in resolution 624 B (XXII),
approved the subject of the study, invited States Members of the United Nations or

of the speecialized égencies to furnish information on the subject of the study, and

" invited the speoiélizea agencies and non-governmental organizations in consultative
relationship with the Council to co~cperate in carrying out the study. ’
119. The Committee, at its first meeting on 28 March 1956, eleéted the'representative
of the Philippines, Mr. F,M., Serrano, as Chairman-Rapporteur. The Chairman-Rapporteur
submitted a report (E/CN.4/739 and Corr.l (French only)) to the present session of

the Commission,

‘120. The report dealt with the collection of material for the study and indicated to
~lat extent information had been fofthcaming from Govermments, specialized agencies
and non-govermmental organizations, It also contained certain preliminary observa-
tions on the general approach to_thé study, It was emphasized that the report was
purely of a prelimipary charascter, 1In view of the faet that ths sﬁbject 61 the study
had not been approved b& the Council until 1 August 1956 and the budget estimate by
the General Assembly until 21 December 1956, the Committee had not been able to make
as, mich progress as\it would have wished. It was hoped that a substantial ‘progress
report might be sutmitted to the Commission at its fourteenth session in 1958,

121, The Commission considered this item of its agenda at the 558th meeting. AS

. proposed by the representative of Lebanon, the Commission elected Argentina and Ceylon
as members of the Committee to replace Chile and Pakistan which had ceased to be
members on the expiry of their term of office on the Commission.

122, After a brief discussion, during which it was suggested that the Commission
should simply take note of the preliminary report of the Committee and defer the
substantive discussion until the fourteqnth‘session, when a full report would be'
avallable, the Commission adopted by'lé votes in favour to none against, with 3
abstentions, the following reéolution proposed by the rapresentative of Mexico
(E/CN.4/SR.558) :
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Resolution ITI

STUDY OF THE RIGHI OF EVERYONE TO EE FREE FROM
ARBITRARY ARREST, DETENTION AND EXILE

The Commission on Human Rights
Takes note of the preliminary report of the Committee appointed

to prepare a study on the right of everyone to be free from arbitrary
arrest, detention and oxile (B/CN.4/739 and Corr, 1 (French only)), and
Postpones further discussion on this item to its next session.

123, The representatives of Poland, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics wished it to be recorded that their position
on the matter was determined by the fact that, in their opinion, the carrying out

of so-called studies on the implementation of individual human rights might in fact
divert the attontion of the United Nations from its prihcipal task in the field of
human rights at‘the present time: the final work on the preparation of the draft
international covenants on human rights.
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. PREVENTION OF DISC TON P; F
Membe of the Sub-~ igssion on Prevention of Dis tioy d Protection
of Minorities ’

124. At che 554th meeting the Commission received a communicatioh from the delegation
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (E/CN.4/744), informing it of the death of
Mr. Nickolai Petrovich Emelyanov, a member of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. The Commission expressed deep sympathy .
on. the death of Mr. Emelyanov to his family and to the Soviet delegation, and agreed

to eonsider the queetion of £illing the vacancy on the Sub-Commission later in the
session. At the 559th meeting the representative of the USSR nominated Mr. Andry
Andronovich Fomin to fill the vacancy created by the death of Mr. Emelyenov (B/CN.4/T44) «
As there were no other nominations, Mr. Fomin was declared elected to the Sub-
Commission, the representative of China recording his abstention,

Eggo;t of the ninth session of thgngpb-CQggigsion on Egevention of Discrimination
‘end_Protection of Minorities

125, At the 559th to 570th meetings the Commission exsmined the report of the ninth
scasion of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of.
Minorities (E/CN.4/740), by chapters, in the following order:

Chapter V: Study of discrimination in the field of employment and
- ' occupation;
Chapter VI: Date, duration and agenda of any further conference of

non-governmental organizations interested in the eradication
of prejudice and discrimination that msy be convened;

Chapter VII: Study of discrimination in the matter of religious rights
‘ . and practices;

Chapter VIII: Study of discrimination in the matter of political rights;

Chapter IX: "~ Advisory services in the field of human rights: Application
o to the prevention of discrimination and the protection of '
minorities; »
Chepter XI: Programme of future work and duration of the Sub-Commission's
o 8 tenth session; and
Chapter IV: Study of discrimination in education.

( The Commission examined Chaptervx of the report, on communicatinns, in connexion
with_Item XI of the agenda (see Chapter XI of this report),
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1. Study of discrimination in the field of employment and occupation
'126. At its ninth session, the Sub-Commission had received aml considered two reports

(E/CN.4/Sub.2/178 and reports VII (1) and VII (2), on discrimination in the field of
employment and occupation, prepared by the International Labour Office for the

fortieth session (1957) of the International Labour Conference. The Sub~Commission

had expressed its appreciation of the high quality of these documents, had endorsed

the general conception and the procedure followed in preparing them, and had re-
cognizéd in genersal the validity both of the anaiysis of the vérious forms of dis-
crimination in the field of employment and occupation mede by the International Labour
Organisation and of the principles suggested as a gulde for the bolicy of the
authorities. The Sub-Commission, in resolution D, hgd requested;the Cnmmission on
Human Rights (1) to recommend the Economic and Social Council to inform the International
Lebour Organisation of its apprecistion of the work already accomplished in this field
and of its degire that this work shnuld be cqntinued in thé same spirit and in
accordance with the same procedure; (2) to transmit to thé International Labour
Organisation, in time for submission to the International Labour Conference to be

held in 1957, the record of the -exchange of views in the Sub-Commission on the subject

as embodied in the Sub-Commission's records and reports and,.if the Commission

considers it advisable, to ask the Council at its twenty-third session for the

' necessary authority; and '(3) to recommend the Council and the Secretary-Gene#al to
authorize suitable arrangements for the results'of the work of the Internatinnal

Labour Conference to be transmitted directly to the Sub-Commission and for the Sub-
Comnission!s work ét its 1958 session to be brought to the aitention of the International
‘Labour Organisation in time for submission to the International Labour Conferéhce at

its session in 1958, The Sub-Commission had further decided to retain the item on the
agenda of its tenth session with a view to reémhing a conclusion.on this problem,

in the 1light, inter alisa, of the additional work done by the International Labour
Organisation in 1957,

127. In the general debate on Chapter V, various members of the Commission expressed
their views on the reports prepared by the International Labour Organisation. These
views are summarized in documents E/CN.4/SRs.559 and 560. ’

128, The Commission also heard statements by the representatives'of the World Federatinn
of Trade Unions, the International Federation of University Women, and the Intermational
Federation of Women Lawyers, These statements are summarized in document E/CN.L/SR.560.
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129. Members of the Commission were unenimous in commending the International Labour
Orgenisation on the menner in which it had conducted the study of discrimination in
employment and occupation. They considered the work done in this field to be a model
of co-ordination and co-operation, in a common task, between the Economic and Social -
i Council, the Intermational Labour Organisétion, the Commission and the Sub-Commission.
Members also were in agreement that the United Nations and the specialized egencles
should not hesitate to take whatever steps might be appropriate to put an end to dis-
crimination in the field of employment and occupation, Several members stressed the’
necessity of preparing an international instrument which would express the basie
attitude of the United Nations towaerds discrimination in this field,
130.. The debate centred largely on the question whether or not the Commission should
put forward a collective view concerning the form which such an instrument should
teke - 1.e,, whether it should be a convention, a recommendation, or both. It was
 pointed out that more than half of the Members of the United Nations had already
put themselves on record as favouring the adoption of an international instrument
designed to bring about, as quickly as possible, an end to the phenomenon of
discrmination in employment and occupation; some of these had favoured the preparation
of an international convention, while others had felt that a recommendation would
adequately serve the purpose.
131, Members of the Commission who felt that it should make a'collective recommendation
in favour of a convention pointed out that such an instrument would represent a
concrete step forward and would have greater weight than any recommendation. Other
members expresaed the view that a recommendation by the Commission was unnecessary,
since the Internetional Labour Orgenisation had already consulted Governments on the
question and the Commission was not in a position to modify the comments received
: from the Governments, The suggestion was made that a limited convention, by which
States would undertake to abolish discrimination only in respect of government em-
ployment, would be appropriate; whereas it might be very difficult for Governments to
‘undertake to put an end to discrimination in private employment by such an instrument.
132. The request .of the Sub-Commission, that the record of its exchange of views on
the International Labour Office's reports be tra.n.émitte& to the International Labowr
Organisatinn, was supported by most members of the Commission, There was also general
support for the Sub-Commission's request that the International Labour Organisation be
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informed of its appreciation of the work already accomplished relating to dis-
crimination in the field of employment and occupation, and of its view that this work
should be continued in the same spirit. B '
133. A question of procedure arose in the Commission as to whether or not special
authorization had to be obtained from the Economic and Social Council before the
views of the Sub-Commission could be transmitted to the International Labour Office.
It was agreed that such authorization had already been given to the Secretary-General
by the Economic and Social Council in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 545 E (XVIII).
134. A draft resolution, submitted jointly by the representatives of China, France
India, Lebanon, Mexico and the United Kingdom (E/CN.4/L.452), proposed thaﬁ the
Commission request the Secretary-General as authorized by the Council in resolution
545 E (XVIII),
(a) to transmit to the International Labour Organisation the record
of the exchange of views on the reports in the Sub-Commission (E/CN.4/740,
Chapter V and E/CN,4/Sub.2/SR.214~216) and in the Commission (E/CN.4/SR.559
and 560) 3 , , o
(b) to inform the International Labour Organisation of the appreciation
of the Commission end the Sub~Commission of the work already accomplished
in this field and of their view that this work should be continued in the
same spirit and in accordance with the same procédure; : ‘
(c) tq make suitable arrangements for the results of the work of the
International Labour Conference to be transmitted to the Sub-Commission. »
135. It was suggested that a fourth request be added to the resolution which would
read: |
(d) Requestg the Sub-Commission to submit to the Commission its
observations on the work of the International Labour Qonferénce." |
The suggestion was not pressed, however, in view of the fact that the Sub-Commiséion
had already decided to retain on the agenda of its tenth session the item, "Study
of diScrimination in employment and occupation®, with a view to reaching s conclusion
on this problem in the light, inter alla, of the additional work done by the
International Labour Organisation in 1957,
136, The six-power joint drafﬁ resnlution was unanimously adopted.
' 137. The resolution, as adopted by the Commission (E/CN.4/747), reads as follows:
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Resolution IV

STUDY OF DISCRIMINATION IN THE FIELD OF EMPLOYMENT
AND OCCUPATION '

The Commigsjon on Humen Rights,
Having congidered Chapter V. of the report of the ninth session of the Sub-

Commission on Preventlon of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
(E/CN.4/740), in which the Sub-Commission expresses its views on reports
VII (1) and VII (2), on discrimination in the field of employment and occupa-
tion, prepared by the Internaticnal Lebour Office for the fortisth session of
the International Lebour Conference; |
Requests the Secretary-General, as authorized by the Economic and Soeial
Couneil in resolution 545 E (XVIII):

(2) to transmit to the International Labour Organisation the
record of the exchange of views on the reports in the Commission
(E/CN.4/SR.559 and 560) and in the Sub-Commission (E/CN.4/740,

Chapter V and E/CN.4/Sub.2/SRi214 to 216);

(b) to inform the International Labour Organisation of the apprecia-
tion of-the Comnmission and of the Sub-Commission of the work already
accomplished in this field and of their view that this work should be
continued in the same spirit and in accordance with the seme pro-
cedure; -
| (¢) to make suiteble arrangements for the results of the work of
the International Labour Conference to be transmitted to the Sub-
Commission, | | |

te, duration enda of further conference of non-gove ntgl o zZa-

tions interested in the eradication of preiudice and discriminetion that may be convened
138, At its twelfth session, the Commission had requested the Secretary-General

(B/2844, resolution VIII) to invite the non-governmentel orgenizations to state their
views on the date,‘duration, programme, objectives and methods of a further conference
of non-governmental organizations interested in the eradication of prejudice and dis-
erimination, and to trensmit these views to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, and to the Commission, for consideration,
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At that session, the Commission had before it a joint statement, favouring & further
conference in 1958, signed by eighteen non-governmental organizations (B/CN.4/NGO/67).
The Secretary-General aceordingly had submitted first to the Sub-Commission, and later
to the Commission, a report (E/CN.4/Sub,2/180 and Add.1) summarizing the results of
his consultations with the non~-governmental organisations concerned on the date,
duration and agenda of'any further couference on this subject that might be convened,
The report indicated that twenty-two orgenizations, in addition to the eighteen which
had signed the joint statement referred to above, appeared to express support for the
holding of a further conference in 1958, making a total of 40 organizations favouring
iv. PFive had expressed the view that there was no drgency about thé organization of
such a conference, or had suggested that the matter be considered further; and one
had opposed the holding of a further conference in 1958, |

- 139. The Sub-Commission, after considering the report of the Secretary-General, had
‘unanimously recommended to the Commission (B/CN.4/740, resolution E), that it request
the Economic and Social Council to make arrangements for convening such a’conference,
if possible during the last week prior to the 1958 summer session of the Council.

The Sub-Commission had suggested certain matters which eould usefully be taken up by
such a conference, and had drawn attention to the importance of adequate preparation
and documentation.

140. The Commission examined Chapter VI of the Sub~Commission's report, and resolution
E, at its 560th to 562nd meetings. It had before it a note in which the Secretary-
General stated (E/CN.4/742, paragraph 8) that he was not convinced of the value of the
Sub-Commission's proposal for the holding in 1958 of a second conference of non-
governmental organizations interested in the eradication of prejudice and discrimination,
believing it unlikely that such a conference:could go much beyond the achievements of
the conference held in 1955, - .
141. The Commission heerd statements by various members, and by the representatives
of the World Veterans Federation, the World Federation of Trade Unions, the World
Union of Catholic Women's Organizations, Pax Romana, the World Movement of Mothers,
the World Jewish Congress, the International Federation of Women Lawyers, the World
Union for Progressive Judaism, the Consultative Council of Jewish Organiihtions, the
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, end the International Movement for
Fraternal Union Among Races and Peoples. . These statements are summarized in documents
E/CN.4/SR.560 end 561.
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142; Members of the Commission were divided on the question whether or not a further
conference should be eonvened by the United Nations in 1958. Those who opposed the
holding of such a conference in 1958'pointed out that the ninety-seven non-gévernmentgl
orgaﬁizations represented at the first Conference had not had the time to put into
effect the decisions taken at that Cnnference, and that there was not enough time to
prepare for a new conference in 1958. They felt that a second conference, so sonn
after the first, might result in a mere repetition of the first, which had been some-
what. incomplete in their view because of the meagre representation from under-
developed countries. ° Further, it appéared to them that the number of non-governmental
organizations interested in such a conference in 1958 was not Sufficiently large, and
that there was no agreement. emong the non-governmental organizations themselves as to
the desirability of convening a conference at that date, By calling such a conference,
they said, the United Nations might create, rather than eliminate, disharmony, and

if such a conference were to be a fallure it would reflect upon the United Nations
itself,

143. Those who favoured convening the conference in 1958 expressed the view that
Government action to eradicete prejudice and discrimination could not produce the
necessary results unless supplemented by activity on the non-governmental levelj

it vas véry important that non-governmental organizations should have an opportunity
of comparing their working methods, particularly as regards their contribution to‘

the studies on discrimination being carried out by the Sub-Commission on Prévention“
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. Certain members pointed out that
some of the most active organizations were smong the 40 which favoured an ear1y
meeting. The first conferenée, held in 1955, had unanimously requested the Economic
and Social Council to consider the convening of another conference, if possible
within two years. They considered that sufficient time was available before 1958

for working out the details of the further conference. In their view it was not

for the United Nations to decide how or when the non-governmental orgenizations should
meet, of to prejudgs what the results of their meeting might bej the only question

to be considered was whether or not the conference should take place under the aegis
of the United Nations, and if so on what date. The United Nations would be called
upon to provide only the normal conference services, which would not enteil any
financial implications.,
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144, A draft resolution on the subject WES’suhmitted to the Commission jointly by the
representatives of China, Iraq, Italy, Lebanon, Norway, the Philippines and the
United Kingdom (E/ON.4/L.453). Other members, in commenting on the draft resolution,
pointed out that the non-governmental orghnizatiohs themselves were divided in their
views about the holding of a further Qonférence, and that the objectives, agenda,
and method of work of such a conference ought, if possible, to be agreed before a
final decision on a further conference was taken. After the sponsors had amended
i their draft resolution to teke these views into account, the draft resolution was.
adopted by 15 votes to 2. '
145. The resolution, as adopted by the Commission (E/CN.4/748) reads as follows:

' ‘ lution V

DATE, DURATION, AND AGENDA OF ANY FURTHER CONFERENCE
OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS INTERESTED IN THE
ERADICATION OK PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION THAT
MAY BE CONVENED

The Cosmission on Auman Rights,
Havine considered Chapter VI of the report of the ninth session of the Sub-
‘Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
(E/CN.4/740), and resolution E of the Sub-Commission contained therein;,
Recalling resolution 546 (XVIII) of the Economic and Social Gouncil of
3 hugust 19543 | |
Noting that forty non-governmentai organizations in consultative re-
iationship or status with the Economic and Social Council desire to have
a second conference, while others are not in favour of such a conference;
Noting further that the Sub-Commission has recommended the Commission to
request the Economic and Social Council to make the necessary arrangements
for the holding of a second conference, if possible during the last week prior
to the 1958 summer session of the Councilj
Congidering the statement of the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/742, paragraph
8) that he is not convinced of the value of the proposal;
dsTransmits to the Sub-CommiésiOﬁFthexrecords of its discussion on this item '
(B/CN.4/SR.660 to 662) and of the statements made to the Commission by some
non-governmental orgenizdtions in consultative relationship or status with
the Economic and Sociai;¢6uhcil;,and;the opinion of the Secretary~General
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on this matter; _

2.Invites the Sub-Commission to consider the matter further at its tenth

session in the 1ight-of the above-mentioned records and of any further

etatements which may be submitted to it by non-governmental organizations

in consultative relationship or status with the Council and interested in

the eradication of prejudice and discrimination, particularly those from

Asis, Africa and Latin America, and to report to the Commission on the

-question of the desirability and advisability of a further conference of

non-governmental organizations, and in particular on the following‘points:'

(a) the objects,'agendavand methods of work of such a conference;
and
(b) the date, duration, and place of such a conference; and

3. Invites non—gd#ernmental orgenizations in consultative status or re-

lationship with the Economic and Social Council, interested in the eradication

of prejudice and discrimination, to communicate to the Sub-Commission in

time for consideration at its tenth session any observations they may wish

to offer on the above matter. .
3, _ Study of discrimination in the matter of religious rights and practices
146. At the 563rd meeting, the Commission examined Chapter VII of the report of the
Sub-Commission, on the study of discrimination in the matter of religious rights and
practices (E/CN.4/Sub.2/182). The Commission heard statements by several of its
members, and by the representative of the Catholic International Union for Social
Service. These statements are summarized in document E/CN. 4/SR 563,
147. Members of the Commission agreed that only operative paragraph 4 of resolution
F of the Sub-Commission called for action to be taken by the Commission; in this
paragreph the Commiseion had been requested to reiterate, in whatever manner seemed

advisable, its requests to Governments and non-governmental organizations to co-
operate in replying as soon as possible to the requests for information already
addressed to them. It was suggested that the Secretariat ﬁight be asked to prepare
an appropriate draft resolution for consideration'hy the Commigsion. However, the
.objection was raised that only members of the Commission had the right to submit draft
resolutions. Accordingly, the Commission requested its Rapporteur to draft, with the
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assiatance of the Secretariat, an appropriate text which|would implement the Sub-
Commission's request.
148. At the 576th meeting, the Commission adopted the following resolution (E/CN. 4/749):

Besolution VI
STUDY OF DISCRIMINATION IN THE MATTER OF
RELIGIOUS RIGHTS AND PRACTICES
The Commission on Humen Rights, |
Egzz_ngggggggggg Chapter VII of the report of the nintb session of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,
on the study of discrimination in the matter of religious rights and practices,
Noting that the material required for the study from Governments, the
appropriate specialized agencles, the competent non-governmental organizations,
and other sources, is not yet complete;
Requests the Secretary-General to invite Governments, the appropriate
specialized agencies, and the competent non-governmental 6rganizations, to
whom requests for information have already been addressed, to co~operate in
the study by repljing as soon as possible in order that all relevant material -
mey be available to the Speclal Rapporteur by 15 August 1957 for use in the
preparation of the draft report requested by the Sub-Commission.
e Study of discrimination in the matter of political pights
149, At the 563rd meeting the Commission examined Chapter VIII of the report of the
Sub-Commission, on the study of discrimination in the matter of political rights. No
statements were made on the Chapter, and the Commission decided that no action on its
part was called for at this stage.

5, Agvisoxx services i 14 of humen htg: on to th
of crimination and th tection of minoriti :

150, At the 563rd meeting, the Commission consideréd Chapter IX of the Sub-Commission's
report, on the application to the prevention of discrimination and the protection of
minorities of advisory services in the field of human rights., 1In ﬁhe‘report (re-
solﬁtion.H), the Sub-Commission had requested the Commission to submit to the Economic
and Social Council a draft resolution by which the Council would (1) draw the attention i
of Governments to the‘important role which exchange of views and information by'meahs

of seminars can blay for the purpose of combating discrimination, (2) request the
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Secretary-General to convene working parties in consultation with Governments with a
view to planning and organizing such seminars and (3)‘express the hope that all
Governments would co-operate in achieving the purpose of the resolution. The debate
in the Commission (E/CN.4/SR.563) related principally to the request contained in the
second operative paragraph of the draft resolution.
151. In this connexiofn the representative of the Secretary-General made the following
Statement: ‘ | :
"The Secretary~General hopes that the development of techniques and pro-
cedures for the preparation of seminars couid be left largely to his dis-
cretion. While working perties may be desirableﬁénd even necessary prior
to the experimental seminars at present scheduled, he feels that thelr
necessity and value as a regular procedure may be questionable. The demand
on the time and workload of the staff must be taken into account; so must
the difficulty of ensuring expert compositinn of the working parties as well.
as of the seminars; and the increase in the cost of the project. in |
alternative procedure would be simply to circulate to participants technical
working papers for their comments and suggestions on the basis of which the
necessery documentation ouﬁlining the procedure and the scope of the seminar
. could in due coursé be issued.®
152, Some members of the Commission agreed with the view expressed by the Secretary-
General, while others supported the draft resolution as prepared by the Sub-Commission,
The represeatative of the United Kingdom proposed that the second operative paragraph
. of the'draft resolution be amended in such a way as to presefve for the Secretary-
General complete freedom of action.  He also suggested that reference should be made
in the draft resolution to resolution 926 (X) of the General Assembly, establishing
the prégramme of advisory services in the field of human rights. “
153. The.draft resolution which had been submitted by the Sub-Commissinon, thus amended,
- was unanimouslj adopted by the Commission, as follows (E/CN../750) ¢
Resglntion VIT

ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS
APPLICATION TO THE PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND
‘ THE PROTECTION OF MINORITIES (1)

ﬁ;pg;yg to the Economic and Social Council the following draft resolution:

(1) 2 draft resolution on this subject for consideration by the Economic and Social
Council appears in Annex I as draft resolution B. ,
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The Feonomie and Socisl Council,
Recalling resolution 926 (X) of the General Assembly, on advisory services

in the field of human rights,
Recalling also resolution F of the eighth session of the Sub-Commission .
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and resolution
IIT of the twelfth session of the Commlssion on Human Rights on the same
subject;
Recalling also its resolution 605 (XXI) on this subject,
1. Draws the attention of Governments to the important role which
exchange of views and information by means of seminars can play for the
purpose of combating discriminakion;
2. Invites the Secretary-General, on the basis of requests received
from Governments, to consider the advisability of convening working parties
with a view to planning and organizing such seminars; and
3. Expresses the hope that all Governments will co-operate in achieving
the purpose of this resolution.
154. Some members of the Commission, while praising the purpose of the youth seminar
to be held in France in the summer of 1957, under the auspices of the World Veterans .
Federation, to deal with national and international aSpecté of the fight against dis-
crimination, expressed the view that the activities of particular non-governmental
organizations should not be singled out by the Sub-Commission and dealt with in fe-
solutions, as this might be unfair to other non-governmental organizations conducting
equally valuable activities, N
6o Programme of future work and duration of the SubwC on's tenth sessio
155, At the 564th meeting, the Commission examined Chapter XI of the Sub-Commission's
report, on the programme of future work and duration of the Sub-~Commission's tenth
session. The Commission unanimously endorsed the hope expressed by the Sub-Commission
that its tenth session would be of at least four weeks'! duration, in order that more
careful consideration could be given to every item on its agenda.

L. Study of discrimination in education
156. At the 565th to 570th meetings, the Commission considered Chapter v of the report
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of the Sub-Commissinn, "Study of Discrimination in Educatinn®., In connexion with
Chapter IV, the Commission had before it the Study of Discrimination in Education
(E/CN.4/Sub,2/181 and Add.l and Corr.l), drawn up by the Sub-Commission's Special
Rapporteur, Mr. Charles D, Ammoun., The Study had been prepared in accordance with
resolution B (E/CN.4/703, para. 97), adopted by the Sub-Commission at its sixth (1954)
sessionj resolution III (E/2573, para. 418), adopted by the Commission on Human

Rights at its tenth (1954) session, resolution B (E/CN.4/721, para. 101), edopted by
the Sub-Commission at its eighth (1956) session, and resolution IX (E/2844, pera. 157),
adopted by the Commission at its twelfth (1956) session.

157. The Commission also had before it the comments of the Executive Board of the
United Nations Educational Secientific and Cultural Organization on the recommendations
of the Sub-Commission regarding the Study (E/CN.4/743), as well as the comments
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.103) on the Special Rapporteur's draft report (E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.92) which
UNESCO had submitted to the Sub-Commission at its ninth session.,

158, On the invitation of the Commission the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Ammoun, was
present and participated in most of the Commission's meetings when the Study, and the
relevant chapter of the Sub-Commission's report, were under discussion.

159, In an introductory statement at the 565th meeting, Mr. Ammoun pointed'out that
the Study was a "pilot project®™ in the series of studies which had been undertaken by
the Sub-Commission, and that in a general way it was the first study of its kind under-
taken by the United Nations., In prepafing it, he had sought to conform in every
respect to the terms of reference given him, He had taken into consideration all forms
of discrimination condemned by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and had given
specialyattention to instances of discrimination that are typical of general tendencies,
and instances where discrimination had been successfully overcome, He had approached
his task not in the spirit of a Grand Inquisitor, but as a man of good will endeavouring
to establish a basis for constructive action.

160, Mr. Ammoun pointed cut that even during the short time that had elapsed since

.. the date of the completion of his study 10 October 1956, several countries had taken
action to eradicate discrimination in education. He expressed the hope that such
improvements would continue to occur.

161. A fepresentative_of the Commission on the Status of Women, Mrs, Héléne Lefancheux
(Franée), also participated in the discussion of the Study. Her statements are
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summarized in documents E/CN.Z/SR.566 and 568.
162, In a&dition, the Commission heard statements by representatives of the International
Federation of Christien Trade Uninns, the World Federation of Trade Unions and the
World Young Women's Christian Assocliation. These statements are summarized in docu-
ments E/CN.4/SR.566 and 569. o ‘
163, The Commission took, as a basis for its work, the threé resolutions relating to
the Study of Discrimination in Education which had been prepared by the Sub-Commission
(E/CN.4/740, resolutions A, B and C),

1 of th 34!
164. In resolution A, the Sub-Commission had transmitted the Study to the Commission,
together with the suﬁmary records of the discussion in the Sub~Commission's eighth and'
ninth sessions (E/CN.4/Subs2/SR. 174 to 188 and 198 to 213). It had unenimously ex-
pressed its warm appreciatlion to the Special Rapporteur for his devoted labours, and
had congratulated him on the combrehensive nature of his final Study and op the praposals
~ Ait contained. It had also expresséd its gratitudg to the staff of the Secrétary-
General of the United Nations, and to the Specialized_agencies concerned, particularly
UNESCO, for their valuable contributions in the compilation of the Study; and the
Commission on the Status of Women for its collaboration. ‘
165. Members of the Commission were likewise unanimous in expressing their appréciation
to Mr. Ammoun of the valuable and important. Study which he had prépared. They were '
particularly impressed by the spirit in which Mr. Ammoun had approached his task,
by the tremendous amount of infofmaﬁion which he had embodied in the Study, and‘by
the impartiality and objectivity with which he had analyzed this information. They -
“also recognized the value of the comtributions to the Study which had been made ‘
by the Secretariat, by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Orgenization, and by the Commission on the Status of Women.

166. Resolutions B and C of the Sub-Commission were closely linked; Resolution C
contained a statement of ten fundamental principles relating to the eradication of
discrimination in education, while Resolution B requested the Commission to study
three possibilities for attaining the goals set forth in those principles, as follows?
(1) that it might be useful and desirable for the Economic and Social Council to
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prepare an international instrumert in which the principles would be set forthj
(2) that the United Nations Education, Seientific end Cultural Orgenization should be
asked to consider the possibility of the drafting and adoption of an appropriate inter-
nationsl instrument or instruments for the prevéntion of discrimination in education;
and (3) that it might be desirable to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the
necessity of giving these principles due importence in the preparation of the draft
international covenant of economic, social and cultural rights.
167. Severel members of the Commission indicated that they were not in a position to
state the views of their Governments on the proposed international measures, since the
Sub-Commission's report had been available only for a short time., - In their personal
opinion, it was essential that the Governments should be consulted on the usefulness,
desirability and form of an international instrument in this field before a conclusion
could be reached. ,
168, Members who expressed their views were divided on the question whether an inter-
national instrument should be drafted by the Economic and Social Council and, if so,
whether it should take the form of a convention, a recommendation, or both. It was
pointed out that the provisions of such an instrument would naturally vary in accordance
with the nature of the instrument, since few Governments were prepared to bind them-
selves to general principles unless the pérmissable limitations were clearly spelled
oﬁt.
169.‘ With regard to the suggestion that the United Nations Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organization should be asked to consider the possibility of drafting and
adopting appropriate international instruments for the prevention of discrimination
in education, the attention of the Commission was drawn to the relevant observations
of the Executive Board of UNESCO (E/CN.4/743, para.8), which read:
"l. An international regulation for the prevention of discrimination in
education would require more detailed studys
"2. If, nevertheless the later studies to be undertaken show international

regulation to be desirable in this matter, the preparation of such regulation

would fall to UNESCO."
170. Some members of the Commission considered that UNESCO was the appropriate agency
to carry on the task of combating discrimination in education, They pointed out
that UNESCO had specialized in educational problems since its inception, and that its
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membership included certain countries not Members of the United Nations. They felt
that it was only natural that the main share of the task of preparing instruments in
this field should fall to UNESCO.

171. On the other hand, the view was expressed that UNESCO had not taken a leading
role in the preparation of the Study of Discrimination in Education, and had adopted
an unduly cautious attitude towards the Study after it had been completed by the
Bpecial Rapporteur, It was stated that the task of eradicating discrimination in
education was such an important one that it could be dealt with only by the United
Nationa Organization as a whole, including the competent specialized agencies and,

of course, UNESCO, of which more active participation in this work was expected. The
suggestion was made, however, that UNESCO should be afforded a further opportunity

to present its views on the eradication of diserimination in education to the Commission.
172. With regard to the possibility that the attention of the General Assembly might
be drawn to the necessity of giving the fundamental prineciples set forth in
resolution C due importance in the preparation of the draft international covenant

on economic, social and cultural rightg, members of the Commission were to a large
extent in agreement that this alternative could not be given serious consideration,
It was pointed out that the General Assembly could not reasonably be expected to in-
troduce into the draft covenant a series of detailed principles dealing exclusively
with discrimination in education, since the draft covenant was intentionally general
in nature, It was further argued that any attempt to introduce new elements into
the draft covenant, at so late a stage, would only result in deferring the preparation
of that instrument.,

173. The suggestion was made that the views of interested Governments, with respect

to the possibility of adopting one or more international instruments designed to
eradicate diserimination in education, should be obtained and carefully examined be-
fore the Commission took a decision. This suggestion gained wide acceptance in the
Commission,

tug

in educatio

174. As indicated above, Resolution C of the Sub-Commission set forth, in the form

of a draft resolution for adoption by the Economic and Soeial Council, ten "fundamental
principles® relating to the eradication of discrimination in education. Operative
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pafagraph‘4 of the draft resolution for the Council read:
"The Economic and Soclial Council,
",. Desiring tn elaborate further the principles enunciated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
"I. Declares that with a view to eliminating discrimination on grounds
of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion,
natinnal or social origin, property, birth or other status;'all leglislative
provisions or administrative measures should be abolished, and all practices
qppbsed, vwhich, for the purpose of discriminating against any group:
(a) deprive any pefson or distinct group of persons of access to education
at any level or of any type; ‘
(b)'irrevocably limit any person or distinet group of persons'to education
of an inferior standard;
(c) establish or maintain separate educational systems or institutions
for persons or distinct groups of persons.
WIT, Affirms that to that end the following principles should be applied:
(1) Compulsory education prescribed by law should be assured both in law
and in fact to every person or distinet group of persons;
(2) The entrance requirements for admission to scholastic institutions,
should, in law and in fact, be the same for all persons or distinct
groups of persons; |
(3) No person or distinet group of persons should be compelled to re-
ceive the instruction to which they are entitled in establishments which
are deliberately maintained at a standard lower than that of other
establishments of the same stage or typej .
(4) Respect should be paid to the freedom of parents and when applicable,
legal guardians, to choose for their children scholastic institutions
‘other than those established by the public\authorities, provided that
those institutions conform to such minimum educational standerds as mey
be laid down or approved by the State;
‘(5) No person or distinct group of persons should be compelled to receive
religious or anti-religious instruction inconsistent with his or their
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convictions, and respect should be paid to the freedom of perents and,
when applicable, legal guardians, to ensure the feligious education of
their children in conformity with their own convictions;
(6) In the case of assistance furnished by the public authorities to
educational establishments (in the form of grants, tex relief, etc.),
no distinction should be made solely on the ground that pupils belong
to a distinct group;
(7) No differences of treatment should be applied by the publie
authorities as between persons or distinct groups of persons, except
on the basis of merit and need, in respect to:
(a) school fees and expenses;
(b) assistence to pupils and students (in the form of educational
material, board and lodging, clothing, scholarships or loans, ete.);
(8) Special measures should be taken to promote the education of the rural
population and of indigenous, nomadic and other groups whose needs require
special attention; -
(9) The members of a distinct group should not be denied the right to
carry on their own education activities, including the maintenance of
schools, using their own language, if any, provided, however, that this
right shall not be exercised in a manner which interferes with the de-
velopment of understanding of the culture and language of the general:
community and participation in its activities, or undermines the
nétional sovereignty of the State;
(10) No travel restrictions designed to prevent any person or distinct
group of persons, directly or indirectly, from making use of educational
facilities offered to him or them abroad, should be imposed."
175. Several members of the Commission expressed their views on these principles,
Amendments were suggested verbally by some members, and in writing by the representative
of Italy (E/CN.4/L.456). However, these suggestions were not pressed, The view
was generally accepted that thevprinciples, aé formulated by the Sub-Commission,
should be forwarded to Governments for examination and comment, in the‘light'of which
their usefulness, as well as their final form, could be further considered.
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176, 1In view of the general agreementeof the Commission that the views of Governments
should be obtained before deciding upon a recommendation as to the method of prepara-
tion of an inteinational instrument to eradicate discrimination in education, or as
to the substantive contents of such an instrument,'the remaining operative paregraphs
" of Resolution C were not' examined in detail.
Consideration of draft regolution
177. A draft resolution was introduced by the representative of Argentina (E/CN. 4/1.457),
by which the Commission would request the Secretary-General:
"o send to States Members of the United Nations and of the specialized
sgencies, the Study on Discrimination in Education and Chapter IV of the
Sub-commissioh's report, together with the summary records of the |
Commission's discussion of this Chapter (E/CN../SR.565-570), with the
request that they transmit‘their comments and suggestions with regard
both to the Study and to the proposals made by the Sub-Commission in
resolutions B and C, before 1 December 1957, so that they may be taken
into consideration by the Commission at its fourteenth session,"
178. The representative of Argentina, in presenting his proposal; explained that in
it he had attempted to echo the general consensus of opinion 1n‘the Commission, which
was that action on so important a matter could properly be taken only after all the
necessary elements were available, including the views of the Governments concerned,
Once the Commission was invposeession of these elements, it would be able to take
appropriate action.
179. The representative of Mexico proposed four amendments (E/CN.4/L.458) to the
Argentine draft resolution. The first suggested the insertion of an operative
paragraph reading: \
"Reaffirms its belief in the necessity-of eliminating discrimination in
education.® .
The second called for the insertion, after the words "Resolutions B and C", of the
words, "with particular reference to the principles suggested and theirkviews as to the
possibility of adopting an international instrument.® The third suggested insertion,
after the words "taken into consideration®, of the words "by the Sub-Commission at its
tenth session and ...". The fourth proposed the addition of a new operative para-
graph reading:
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"Eyggggg_rggggggg,the Secretary-deneral to keep in touch with the
Director-General of UNESCO with a view to ensuring close collaboration
_ with that Organization in solving the problem of discrimination in
education,"
180, Other members of the Commission mede verbal suggestinns for alterations in the
text of the draft resolution., On the basis of these suggestions, the representative
nf Argentina submitted a revised draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.457/Rev.l), incorporating
the text of the Mexican amendments; an additional peragraph to the preamble, suggested
by the representative of France, concerning the earlier comments and decisions of
UNESCO3 a.statement, also proposed by the erreaentative of France, to the effect
that the procedure for consulting Governments proposed by the Commission should not
provent the General Assembly from pursuing its discussion of the draft covenant so
far as concerned cultural rights; and a new operative paragraph, based on a suggestion
‘by the representative of Poland, reading as follows:
"Hequests the Economic end Social Council ....
to ask the Secretary-General to print and give wide circulation
to the Special‘Rapporteur's Study and UNESCO to prepare, in
collaboration with the Special Rapporteur, a brief popular summary
of the Study, to the end that the summary be published and used,
particularly in universities, schools, and other educational insti-
tutions;lfo combat diserimination in education.”
Several 1ssues were ralsed by members of the Commission in connexion with the revised
Argentine proposal.
181, 'The representative of Lebanon stated that he did not understand why Governments
should be asked to comment on the Study of Diserimination in Education, whieh had
been prepared in co-operation with Governments and was already in definitive form.
He suggested thatGovernments might instead be requested to formulate, in the light of
the Study, their comments on the‘proposals made by the Sub-Commigsion in resolutions
B and C., The representative of Argentina accepted the suggestion.
182, Some members of the Commission favoured the procedure proposed by the representative
of Argentina, which called for the comments of Governments to be sent to the Sub-
Commission for consideration at its tenth sossion in the first instance, and sub-
saquantly © the Commission on Human Rights. Others expressed the view that these
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comments should be sent directly to the Commission without prior reference to the Sub-
Commission. In favour of the first procedure, it was argued that it was only normal
.for the Commission to avail itself of the services of its expert subsidiary bodyj;

that it was the Sub-Commission's right and duty to examine the éomments of Grvernments
on its own proposals; and that the Commission would be able to deal with the comments
only if they had first been examined and analyzed by the Sub-Commission. On the other
hand, it was malntdained that the Sub-Commission hed already fully discharged its duties
with respect to the Study of Discrimination in Education, that it might be discouraged
to find the question once again on its agenda, and that the compilation and analysis

of the Government commentsy in time for consideration by the Sub-Commission in January
1958, might prove to be a difficult tesk for the Secretariat.

183, At the suggestion of the representative of Israel, a separate vote was taken on
the question whether the comments of Governments should be placed before the tenth
session of the Sub-Commission, It was decided,. by 11 votes to 3, with 4 abatentions,~
that this procedure should be followed. It wes understood that the Secretariat would
preseﬁt all Government cnmments on the sub;ect, together with its own analysis of them,
both to the Sub-Cémmission and to the Commission, _

184, In connexion with the final operative paragraph of the draft resolution,

' suggested by the representative of Poland (see para. 180 above), the question was raised
whether explicit approval by the Economic and Social Council for printing the Study on
Discriminagtion in Education was required. The representative of the Secretary-
Generel indicated that inasmuch as funds for the purpose had already been approved

by the General Assembly, a reqLest in the name of the Commission might be considered
sufficient. ot

185, Several members 6? the Commission urged immediate printing and wide circulatinn
of the Study. They pointed out that printing of the Study would facilitate its dis-
tributioh,'and would represent an important concrete step forwerd in the fight against-
discrimination in education. - |
186, The request to the United Nationstducational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatioh
to prepare, in collaboration with thé Speclal Rapporteur, a brief popular summary of the
- Study, gave rise to some discussion, On this suggestion, whiéh had originally been
put forward by the Sub-Commission in operative paragraph 2 of Resolution C, the
Executive Board of UNESCO had made the following comment (E/CN.4/743, pera. 14):



/2970
E/CN.4/753
page 62

"The Executive Board considers that, should the Economic and Soeoial
Council so recommend, UNESCO would, so far as 1ts funds would allow,
prepare and publish a booklet designed‘for the general public, making
, use nf the information given in the Study by the Special Rapporteur.®
187. The view was put forward that a booklet prepared by UNESCO, "meking use of in-
formation given in the Study by the Special Rapporteur®”, would not serve the purpose
whiclt members of the Commission had in mind. The hope was expressed that a brief
voyular summary of the Study could be prepared by the Special Repporteur himself, in
~ full and close co-operation with UNESCO. The summary might then be published, in
the name of the Speclal Rapporteur, by UNESCO.
188, 1In the light of the discussion, the representative of Argentina accepted several
emendments to his draft resolution, submitted verbally by various members of the
Gommission. |
189. The draft resolutinsn, as smended, was adopted unanimously by the Commiasion,
follows (E/CN.4/752):

Resolution VIIL |
STUDY OF DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION
‘ : A,
The C n_on Human Rights,

Hoving considered Chapter IV of the report of the nihth seaslon of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
(E/CN.4/740), in connexion with the Study of Discrimination in Education
(E/CN.4/Sub. 2/181 and Add.1 and Corr.l), prepared by the Sub-Commission's
Special Rapporteur;

1. Expresses to the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Cherles D. Ammoun, its
appreciation of his valuable and important study;

2. Notes with appreciation the comments already made by the United
Netions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the matters
in question as well as the decision of the Executive Board of UNESCO to
continue at subsequent sessions its consideration of thé.problem arising
from the Special Rapporteur's Study;

3. Reaffirmg its belief in the necessity of eliminating discrimination in
education.
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B.

The Commigsion on Hum hts,

Congidering that the proposals submitted by the Sub-Commission with re-
gard to this Study, embodied in resolutions B and C of Chapter.IV of the
report of its ninth session, deserve careful study and consideration by
Governments, without prejudice to the'£Urther examination by the General
Assembly of the draft covenant on economic, social and cultural rights;

1. Requests the Secretary~Genéra1 to send to States Members of the United
Nations and of the specialized esgencies the Study on Discrimination in
Education and Chapter IV of the report of the Sub-Commission's ninth session,
together with the summary records of the Commission's discussion of this
Chapter (E/CN.4/SR.565-570), with the request that they formulate, in the
light of the Special Rapporteur's Study, their comments and suggestions with
regard to the proposals made by the Sub-Commission in resolutions B and C,
with particular reference to the prineiples suggested, and their views as to
‘the possibility of adopting one or more international instruments, and trans-
mit them before 1 December 1957, so that they mgy be taken into consideration
by the Sub-Commission at its tenth session and by the Commission at its
fourteenth session, ‘

2. Requegts the Secretary-General also to keep in touch with the Director-
. General of UNESCO with a view to ensuring close collaboration with that
Organization in solving the problem of diserimination in education,

5. Further requests the Secretary~-General to print and give wide circu-
lation to the Special Rapporteur's Study, and UNESCO to prepare, in collabora-
tion with the Special Rapporteur, a brief populér summary of the Study, to
the end that the summary be published and used, particularly in universities,
schools and other educational institutions, to combat diserimination in
education,
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VII. FREEDOM OF INFORMATICN .
190, At its twelffh session, the Commission, at the suggestion of. the representative -
of India; decided to place on the agenda of its thirteenth session the f9110W1ng
item (E/2844, paras 163-167): |
"Reviow of the progress made in the field of freedom of information and
consideration of measures for the effective promotion of that right, with
such recommendations as may be necessary". ‘

191, The Secretary-General submitted to the Commission's thirteenth session an
historical note (E/ON.4/732), outlining the activities of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencics in the field of freedom of information. The note deseribed

the measures and techniques that had been used by the United Nations in stud&ing
problems of freedom of infomé.tion, and surveyed the results and progress achieved,
The Commission also had before it a written statement by the International League
for the Rights of Man (E/CN.4/NGO/76, para. 1),

192, The Commission discussed the question of freedom of information at its 564th and
571st meetings,

193, The representative of India proposed (E/CN .4/L.455/Rev.l) that the Oommission
ghould establish a conmxittée, consisting of representatives of a number of ‘countries,
Mombers of the COmnission, for the purpose of examining and reviewing, between the
thirteenth and fourteenth sessions of the Commission, reacmmendations and decisions
on the subject of freedom of information already made in various organs of the
United Nations, and the work done in this field by the specinlized agencies, and where
nceessary taking steps with a view to bringing. those recommendations and de¢isions
to the attontion of the new members of the United Nations, The Committee would
report to the Commission on Human Rights, at its fourteenth session, on action whioh
~ should be token to implement the recommendations and decisions regarding freedom of
1nformotion, including those relating to under-developed areas, The Secretéry—
4Goneral would be asked to give all neces 38ary "ssistance to the Commlttes, and the
hope would be expressed that the specialized agoncies concerned, especially the
United Na tions Educatioml, Scientific and Cultural Organization, would co-operate
with it., Finally, the Commission would’ decide to place the question of freedom of
informntion on the agenda of its fourteenth session,
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194, At the 571lst meeting, the representative of Ceylon proposed‘that the Committes
should consist of France, India, Lobanon, Mexico and Poland, =

195, During the Commission's general discussion of the item, soveral members examined
in detail the progress, or what some described as the lack of progress, of the United
Nations in working out solutions to the wide range of problems which admittedly |
remained to be solved in the matter of frcedom of information., Members also referred
to the difficulties which had been encountered.in completing work on the conventions
originally prepared in 1948 by the United Nations Conference on Freedom of Information,
especially the Draft Convention on Freedom of Information, still before the General
Assembly, It was also noted that the Convention on the International Right of
Correotion, opened for sigﬁature by the General Assembly'at the conclusion of its
seventh session, had not yet come into effect.

196, There was a ganéral feeling on the part of many members that after ten years of
study and analysis, not forgetting the many recommendations and decisions on the part
of various United Nations bodies, the time had come for some practical action, such
as that taken by or in agreement with UNESCO for the purpose of improving the
professional training of journaliste and facilitating the international disseminati .
of information. It was also emphasized thaf whatever ¢ourse of action was
recommended‘by the Commission, it should not prejudice or jeopardize the possibility
of success of important projects of which the United Nations was currently seized,
such as the conventions, especially that on freedom of informatioh, and the plans for
the development of media of information in under-developed countries, '

197, In addition, a number of members, while agreeing that the Commission had overall
.requnsibility as regards this fundamental human right, expressed their basic '
pessimism concerning the possibility of achieving results in what had pro#ed to be

e most complicated and controversial field of endeavour.

198, Regret was expressed by one member that the United Nationsg' approach to freedom
of information had neglected certain aspects of it which had earlier been the subject
of unanimous agreement, in particular the questions of war propaganda and of false
and distorted reports;

199, During discussion of the revised Indian draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.455 Rev.l),
members sought information concerning various aspeéts of the propdsal, or offered
suggestions aimed at clarifying the aims, objects and Jurisdiction of the proposed
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Committee. As a result of this exchange of opinions the following views emerged:

(a} The Committee was in no sense intended as § technical organ,

or as replacing the defunct Sub-Commission on Fyeedom of Informatior;

and of the Press,

(b) It would meet at United Nations Headquarters for the purpose, as -

made clear in the Indian proposal, of surveying the body of work

accomplished by the United Nations and the specialized agencies and

submitting to the Commission's fourteenth session its recommendations.

as to what might be done next,

(¢) The Committee was not intended to be a permanent or sami-permanent

body., o

(d) It would not trespass on the prerogatives of other organs of the

United Nations,

(e) It would make recommendations aimed at having the work whioh had

been done in freedom of information, ineluding recommendations and decisions

.of United Nations bodies, brought to the attention not only of new Members

of the Untted Nations ; but of all Member States,
200, The representative of India accepted various oral suggestions by the representa-
tives of China, Israel and the United Kingdom, ained at clarifying the functions of
the Committee along the above lines,
201, In answer to a question, the representative of the Seocretary-General stated that,
on the assumptio:is that the Committee would meet at Headquarters and that its members
- would not have to make a special journey there, he could foresee no ﬁnancial“
implications, The substantive work could be absorbed by the Secretariat,
202, At the Commission's 571st meeting, the répresentative of France prdposed adding -
to the terms of reference of the Cormittee a provision that it should also report on
"all other concrete steps aimed at developing information media and improving the
utilization of such media", He later substituted for this wording a formula which
had been suggested and later withdrawn by the representative of Israel, to the
effect that the Committes should report to the Cornmission on Human Rights on what
action should be taken "to develop 1n:format16n media and bo improve their utilization
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203, The representative of the United Kingdom objected to the French proposal on t.e
ground that it would give the Committee a competence it--should not have, and the
‘possibility of making broad recommendations in-régard to a problem which was being
studied, at that very moment, by the.Economic and Social Council. The Commission,
hbwever, approved the French proposal by 8 votes to.nohe, with 8 abstentions,
204, The Indian proposal, vhus amended, including‘the proposai of Ceylon regarding
the composition of the Committee (see para 194), was approved by the Commissgion,
the United Kingdom abstaining.
205, The text of the resolution as adopted by the Commission (E/CN.4/751) reads:
. Resolution IX
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
The Commission on Human Rights,
Taking note of the Secretary-General's historical survey (E/CN.4/732)
of the work done by the United Nations in the field of freedom of information;

Considering that since the expiration of the mandate of the Sub-
Commission on Freedom of Information and of the Press, and of the Rapporteur
on matters relating to freedom of information, there does not exist ahy
special technical organ of the United Nations to keep the recommendations
and decisions of the United Nations unaer review with a view to their
implementation;

Congeious that to submit proposals, recommendations and reports to
the Economic and Soeial Council regarding the promotion of freedom of
information 1s among the terms of reference of the Commission on Human
Rights as established by resolution 1/5 of the firstbsession and
resolution 2/9 of the second session of the Council, |
1. Decides to appoint a Committes, consisting of the representatives
of France, India, Lobanon, Meiico;and Poland, which shall meet at United -

~ Nations Headquarters between the thirteenth and fourteenth sessions of
the Commission for the purpose of:

(a) examining and reviewins ‘the recommendations and decisions on the

subject of freedom of information already made in the various organs

of the United Nations and %he work done in this field by the

‘specialized agencies, particularly UNESCO, and, where ngcessary;
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recommending what steps should be takén with a view to bringing

those recommendations and deeisions, and the work already

accomplished, to the attention of Members of the United Nationms,

and particularly the ncw Members; and

(b) reporting to the Commission, at its fourteenth scssion, what

action should be undertaken to develop information media and to

improve their utilization, and to promote the widest possible

implementation of the above-mentioned recommendations and decisions,

including thoso relating to under~developed countries and territories;
2, Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance and
facilities to the Committee and expresses the hope that the speclalized
agencies concerned, partioularly UNESCO, will co-operate with it in its work; and
3. Decides to place the question of Freedom of Information on the Agenda
of its fourteenth session.
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VIII. RIGHT OF ASYLUM
206. At its twelfth session, the Commission deoided to place the quéstion of the
right of asylum on the agenda of its thirteenth session (E/2844, peras. 108-112).
It requested ihe Secretary-General to prepare an historical analysis of previous
disoussions in the United Nations on this subject. In document E/CN.4/713,
submitted to the Commission at its eleventh session (1955), previous action by
the Commission on the right of asylum, and the main decisions and discussions on
the question, were outlined chronologically. A supplement to that document was
presented in document E/CN.4/738 and corr. 2 (English only), in which the debates
and decisions in the United Nations relating to the right of asylum were analysed
uhder subject headings and some additional material was included., Briefly it may
be noted that the right of asylum, as such, was discussed mainly'during the prepara-
tion of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights'énd the draft eovenent on civil
and political rights. Article 14 of the Declaration deals with this right.
Proposals to include a provision on the draft covenant‘on civil and political rights
were diseussed in connexion with the article on expulsion of aliens, but were
rejected'by the Commission on Human Rights in 1952. The International Law Commission,
in 1949 and 1950, had brief discussions on the right of asylum, when selecting topics
for codification and preparing the draft Declarafion on the Rights and Duties of States,
Much that has been done by the United Nations conesrning refugees has a bearing on
the right of asylum. In particuiar, attention may be drawn to the following
. instruments: the Constitution of the International Refugee Organization;(l) the
Statute establishing an Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees;(z) the Conventibn
relating to the Status of Refugees of 28 July 1951 [Articles 31, 32 and 33);(3)
and the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons of 28 September 1954
(Article 31 and resolution IV of the Final Act ‘of the Conference on the Status of
Stateless Persons).(A) The repatriation of prisoners of war, in relation to the
right of asylum, was discussed in conexion with the Korean Armistice Agreement;>

(1) General Assembly resolution 62 (I) of 15 December 1946.
(2) General Assembly resolution 428 (V) of 14 December 1950.
(3) A/CONF.2/108.

(4) E/CONF.17/5/Rev.l
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207. The Commission discussed the right of asylum at its 564th and 572nd to 575th
meetings. At the 564th meéting statements were made by the representatives of the
Coordinating Board of Jewish Organizations, which had earlier submitted a written
statement (E/CN.L/NGO/69), and the World Jewish Congress. A written statement was
algo submitted by the International League for the Rights of Man (E/CN.4/NGO/76,
para.2). The oral statements are summarized in document E/CN.4/SR.564.
208. The representative of France submitted the following Draft Declaration on
the Right of Asylum (E/CN.4/L.454 and Rev. l)‘l)
1. Responsibility for granting asylum to persons requesting it shall lie
with the intérnational'community as represented by the United Nations.
2. Bvery person whose life, physical integrity, or liberty is threatened,
in violation of the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
shall be regarded as entitled to seck asylum.
3. By granting asylum in accordance with Articles 1 and 2, a State shall
ineur no international responsibility. Asylum granted by such a State shall
be respected by all other States.
b (a) Irrespective of any action ‘taken by particular States, the United
Nations shall, in a spirit of international solidarity, consult with States
as to the most effective means of providing help and assistance for the persons
referred to in Article 2. ‘ :
(b) Other States shall examine, in a like spirit of solidarity,
appropriate measures to lighten the burden of countries of first asylum,
: including admission to their territory of a certain number of persons first
granted asylum in another State.
5. No one shall be subjected to measures, such aé expulsion, return or
rejection at the frontier, which would result in compelling him to return to
or remain in a territory where his life, physical integrity or liberty would
be threatened, in violation of the principles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.
This principle shall not apply in the case of persons whom there are-
reasonable grounds for regarding as a danger to the security of the receiving
country or who, having been convicted by a final judgement of a particularly

serious crime, constitute a danger to the community of that country.

(1) The revision (E/CN.4/L.454/Rev.l) exists only in English, Spanish, and
Russian, the French text remaining unchanged.
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209. The representative of Israelksﬁbmitted the following emendments to the draft
declaration (E/CN.4/L.459):
"1, Article 2 should be numbered 2 (a), and the following sub-article
should be added:--
"(5) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecution§ genuinely
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations."
12, Article 4 should be redrafted as follows:~
"Independently of the action taken by any individual States, the United
Nations shall consult with States: ; -
(a) as to the most effective means of~px6Viding help and assistance
for the persons referred to in Article 2 (a);
(b) as to measures to be taken, in a spirit of international solidarity,
to lighten the burden assumed by States granting asylum.”
"3. In Article 5: |
in the first line, the words "no one"™ should be replaced by the words
v no person entitled to seek asylum”,
210. The sponsér of the draft declaration stated that although Article 14 of the
Universal Declaration of“Human Rights recognized the right of everyone to seek and
enjoy asylum from persecutioﬁ, the laws of only a few countries recognized any
obligation td grant asylum, Attempts to make the principles of Article 14 legally
binding, by introducing them into the draft covenants, had been unsuccessful.
fHowever, between a binding legal agreement and makeshift arrangements, there was
" room for some intermediate measures such as the proposed Declaration. The draft
declaration was in no way intended to foree on Member States the obligation to grant
asylum. It was well known that in this quesfion, as on the question of nationality,
States were Jealous of their sovereignty. On the other hand, the draft’deolaration
mentioned the international community, represented by the United Nations, which had
clearly a fundaméntal duty in that field, for States belonging to the United
Nations could not ignore the fate of people who were compelled to seek asylum.
Bésides, the States adjacent to the country of origin of those seeking asylum could
not be made solely responsible for receiving and abso:bing them, nor could States
acting indépendently, impose any responsibility on other, distant, States. The
draft declaration thergfore envisaged practical measures, based on the highestk



®/2970
- E/CN.4/753
page 72

humenitarian considerations, to ease the task of countries wishing to aid,thé
persecuted and to help human beings who had been driven from their homes ih complete
deétitution. While he was fully aware that it would not be possible for the
Commission to consider the draft declaration at its present session, it seemed
advisable to obtain from Governments, specializéd agencies, and'the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees; their comments on the draft.  Accordingly he
submitted a draft resolution (E/CN.4/L.460) to that effect.

211.'Thére was a general feeling that some further action in connexion with the
right of asylum was desirable, but opinions aiffered on the exact nature of such
action. A number of members supported the idea of a declaration, and thought that
the draft submitted by the representative of Francebmight serve as a useful basis
for discussion. Some members were of the view that a declaration which did not go
beyond the provisions of fhe Universal Declaration'of Human Rights would only serve
to cast a reflection upon the Declaration and might even have adverse effects uﬁon
it. It seemed better to contemplate'some measures of a specific nature which would
bind States. In this connexion a suggestion was made that, notwithsfanding the
failure of past efforts by the Commission to include an article on the right of.
asylum in the draft covenants on human rights,‘a recommendation might be made to

the General Assembly to include such a provision in one of.the draft covenarts;

“the recommendation might also indicate the broad lines on which the provision might
be drafted, Other mehbers felt that this would serve little purpose, as it was
evident from the proposals made in connexion with the draft covenants that they were

\

too general in nature and therefore were open to va¥ying interpretations by States.
This would not in fact result in any greater obligations being undertaken by States
than those enjoined upon them by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. On the
other hand, there might be merit in having a declaration which encouraged States to
take some action, albeit of a modest nature, but which by bringing the international
community and the Unite.. ¥ations into the pidture might lead to beneficial results.
212. A number of comments were made in connexion with the draft declaration on the
right of asylum submitted by the representative of France (E/CN.4/L.454/Rev.l) and
the amendments of the representative éf Israel (E/ON.4/L.459). Some members were

of the view, for example, that the French draft declaration went beyond the provisions
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that it was desirable to amend it

in the manner proposed by the representative of Israel. The Israeli =smendpents were
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also supported on the ground that they would encourage greater activity in this
field by placing more responsibility on international co-operation and consultation
between the United Nations and States. Some members felt that under the present
circumstances, and taking into account the attitude of States towards the problem
of granting asylum, it would be better to restrict the draft declaration to the

best practices which prevailed among States rather than to attempt to lay down any
far-reaching international responsibility or to insist upon international action
where such action was not likely to meet with any universal response. Another
opinion expressed on the draft declaration was that there was no need at all to
publish a declaration on the right of asylum, since the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights already included appropriate‘prbvisions, and that an effective pro-
cedure would be to include in the draft covenants on humen rights a special article
dealing'with the right of asylum as had, fbr instance, been suggested by -the Soviet
delegation in 1952. It was also pdinted out that the French draft declaration
confuséd the question of the right of asylum with that'of refugees, which was not
under consideration by the Commission. Suggestions wers also made that there should
be a preamble to the draft resolution.

213; As regérds the French draft resolution, which would refer the proposed'draft
declaration to Governments for comments, the opinion was expressed that this draft
resolution should be purely of a proceéural nature and should not include any
expression of opinion or take any position on the substance of the right of asylum.
In the light of suggestions made by several members, particularly the representatives
of China, India, the Philippines and the United Kingdom, the representative of
France twice revised his draft resolution. While the second revised draft
resolution (E/CN.4/L.460/Rev.2) was acceptable to a majority of the members of the
Commission, certain members objected to the proposed procedure on the ground that a
draft declaration was being sent to Governments in the name of the Commission on
Human Rights even though it was not acceptable to all the members of the Commission
and without there having been any substantive debate in the Commission 6n the
proposal. It was suggested that the Commission should re-emphasize the importance
of the subjectmatter and adjourn further discussion until 1958 when Governments
could be presented with a more considered view on the whole question of the right of
asylum, The'representative of India suggested that the comments of the International
Law Commission might also be asked in the matter. He did not press his suggestion
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after it had been pdinted out that a request for the comments of the International
Law Commission would have to be made through the Economic and Social Council, and
that it was unlikely that that Commission would be in a position to submit any
comments before the next session of the Commission on Human Rights. |
214. At the 575th meeting, the Commission proceeded to vote on the second revised
draft resolution of the representative of France. A separate vote was taken on
the words "in the absence of a convention" in the fifth paragraph of the preamble
of the draft resolution which read: #Believing that the Governments should be
consulted on the question whethéf, in the absence of a convention, & United Nations
declaration laying doﬁn these principles would not in itself be of value®™. The
words in question were rejected by 7 votes to 4, with 4 abstentions. The draft
resolution, as amended, was adopted by 12 votes to 2, with 1 abstention, as follows:
‘Resolution X
RIGHT OF ASYLUM
The Commission on Human Rightsg,

Considering that, in the period that has elapsed since the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Afticle 14 of
which prcelaims the right of asylum; the Commission has not been able
to incorporate this rightbin the draft covenants on human rights,

Noting that the aonventions of 28 July 1951 relating to the
Status of Refugeeé and of 28 September 1954 relating to the Status
of Stateless Percons have aims of an allied though different nature,

Observing that the practical implementation of the right of
asylum still remeins a pressing necessity, '

Convinced -therefore of the importance of drawing the attention
of the United Nations, its Member -States, and public opinion to the
principles whicn should govern the actual grant of asylum,

Believing that the Governments should be ccnevlied on the
qusstion whether a United Nations declaration laying down these
principles would not in itself be of value,

Eggg§_gg3§ of the preliminary draft declaration submitted by
the representative of France at the thirteenth session

(E/ON.4/L.454/Rev.1);
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Requests the Secretary-General to eommunicate that document,
the proposed amendments (E/CN.4/L.459) thereto, the memoranda by
the Secretary-General (E/CNo4/713 and 738), and the summary records
(E/CN.4/SR.560, 572 - 575) of the Commission's discussions at its
thirteenth session to the Governments of States Members of the
United Nations and of the specialized agencies; and to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, with the request that they
send him their comments thereon by 31 December l957§

Decides to keep the question of the right of asylum on its
agenda with a view to considering it further at its next session.
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IX. YRARBOOK ON HUMAN RIGHTS
215. The item "Yearboock on Human Rights" was placyed on the agenda of the session
pursuant to a d.ecision of the Commission at its eleventh session (E/2‘731,
paragraph 28).
216, At that session, the Commission adopted a resolution on the Yearbook on.
Human Rights in which it decided inter aljia (1) that the Yearbéoks' for 1955 and
1956, respectively, were to include statements of Govermnments’ concerning the

application and, so far as necessary, the evolution of the rights set farth in
Article 9 and in Article 25, paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights; (4i1) that the Yearbook was to include bibliographicai material on human
rights; and (i1ii) that the Secretary-General should sfudy the possibility. of
publishing the Yearbook in as many official languages of the United Natlons as
possgible with a view to ensuring a wider circulation. _

217. The Seoretary-General reported (E/CN.4/737, paras. 2 and 3) that up to the

end of January 1957 statements on Article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights had been received from 56 Governments, and that they would appear in the
Yearbook for 1955, which, following the usual operating timetable of the Yearbook,
would be published in the first half of 1958. As regards statements on A:rticie 25,
paragraph 2, of the Declaration, Govermments had been requested to furnish statements
for publication in the Yearbook for 1956,

218. The Commission was also informed (E/CN.4/737, paras. 4 to 7) that after
considering'tlie question of includihg bibliographical materisl on human rights in
the Yearbook at its twentieth and tﬁenty-second sessions, tho Economic and Social
‘Council had, by resolution 630 D (XXII), invited States Members of the United Nations
and correspondents of the Yearbook on Humah Rights as well as the speeialized
agencies, as appropriate, to furnish the Secretéry—deneral'viith titles of significant
current publications in the human rights field. The Gounéil requesgted the
Secretary-General to include these titleé, as appropriate, in the Yearbook. The
Secretary-General hagi igsued the ihvitations mentioned in the Council's resolution,
and some bibliographical contributions had been received. _ |

219, A statement on the financial implications of publishing the Yearbook in
official languages, other than English and French, was furnished in document
E/CN.4/737/Add.1. - |
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220, The Secretary-General suggested (E/CN.4/737, para. 9) that the item on the
Yearbook might be postponed to the fourteenth session of the Commission, as the
Yearbook for 1955, containing the statements on Article 9 of the Declaratibn,

woﬁld not be available to the Commission at its thirteenth session. Subsequently;
the Secretary-General submitted to the Commission certain obgervations concerning
the Yearbook (E/CN.4/742, para. 3 to 6), based upon Economic and Social Council
resolutions 402 B (XIII) and 630 A I (XXII), on the work programme of the Council
and establishment of priorities, and Generél Assembly resolution 789 (VIII), on
control and limitation of documents. These observations were as follows:

At its twenty-second session, the Council considered the proposals
of the Commission on Human Rights on annual reports and on studies of
specific rights or groups of rights, and the Secretary-General iz his
observations on the Council's work programme included comments on these
proposals. He remarked at the time that the adoption of new
arrangements for reporting on Human Rights might make it appropriate to
give consideration to the future form and content of the Yearbook on
Human Rights, but intimated that some experience should first be
gained of the new reporting system. He would, however, like the
Commission to consider at this session a specific suggestion which
relates to the earlier request of the Commission for the inclusion of a
new feature in the Yearbooks cf 1955 and 1956 (scheduled for
publication in 1958 and 1959).

"As provided in the Commission's report (noted by the Council in its
resolution 586 A (XX)), these Yearbooks should include, in addition to
their traditional contents, sections containing statements furnished by
Govermments on, respectively, the right to be free from arbitrary arrest,
detention and exile, and the right of motherhood and childhood to special
care and of all children to the same social protection, whether born in
or out of wedlock. This should be considered in the light of the action
taken subsequently by the Commission at its twelfth session and by the
Council at its twenty-second session on studies of specific rights. The
Council, in resolution 624 B II (XXII), approved the Commission's
proposal to deal in its first special study with the same right which
would form the subject of the special feature of the 1955 Yearbook,

i.e. the right of freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.
Governmentsg were accordingly invited by the Council, pursuant to
resolution 634 B I (XXII), to include in their contribution to the first
periodic report on Human Rights a special section on protection against
arbitrary arrest, detention or exile unless they had already submitted
a gtatement on that subject for the 1955 Yearbook,

"The response by Governments to the invitation to contribute
statements for this new section of the Yearbook has been most heartening;
g0 far fifty-six statements have been received, The number and the
length of these statements, however, do present the Secrctary-General
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with the problem of keeping the Yearbook within reasonable limits.

The statcments reecived so far would require 280 pages to print. The
Secretery-General will endeavour to reduce the size of the regular
compilation of the Yearbook from about 500 to 400 pages. Even so,
the inclusion of these statemonts would result in a volume of some

680 pages, which the Secretary-General feels would be contrary to the
wishes of the Council, expresscd in its resolution 303 H (XI), for a
Yearbook produced in a form which is easy to handle and at a moderate
price.

"The Secrctary-General suggests therefore that the Commission may
wish, in the light of the above, to recommend to the Council to continue
the Yearbook in its prosent form, for thc time being. It may be rcecalled
that the special committee charged to study arbitrary arrest, detention
and exile, having rcceived the statements submitted by Governments for the
1955 Yearbook, found them "extremely valuable"l nd stated that 'they will
be studied and analysed ... with utmost care'. Consequently the
statements submitted by Governmcnts will be fully utilized outside of the
Yearbook; thoy will constitute a major contribution on the Commissionts
first special study and their essentrnl eleoments will be covered in that
study.”

221, The Commission discussed the item at its 573rd and 575th meetings. During
the discussion it was suggested that further consideration of fhe item should be
postponed to the next session, at which time the full results of the implementation
of the resolution of the Commission's eleventh session would be reflected in the
Yearbook for 1955. The Commission would then be in a better position to decide
whether to continue the special feature of including statements from Governments on
particular rights or groups of rights. Some Members pointed out that the special
feoature had a value of its own, particularly as it would furnish a picture of the
position of the particular group of rights on a world-wide basis, and thereby
pfo%ide information which could not be found elsewhere, It would be particularly
unfortﬁnate_to take any precipitate step to reverse a decision already taken, even
if there were weighty arguments on financial gfounds for doing so, when the

response of Governments in contributing statements had been so enthusiastic.

202. At the same time, a number of Memhers thought that it was desirable to review
the publication of the Yearbook in the light of the Seeretary-Generalt's comments and
the programme of the Commission relating to triemnial reports and studies of specific

Y E/CN.4/739, para. 5.
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rights or groups of rights, While such a task could not be undertaken by the
.Commission at the thirteenth session, it was suggested that a thorough study of the
matter, in all its aspects, should be made hefore the fourteenth session. The
representatives of France, Israel and the United Kingdom proposed (B/CN.4/L.461)
that, without affecting the publicatien of the Yearbook for 1955 on the basis of
previous decisions of the Commission and the Council, a Committee should be
appointed to undertake such a study and to report to the fourteenth sesgsion of the '
Commission.
223. At éhe 575th meeting, the Commission unanimously adopted the draft resolution
proposed by France, Israel and the United Kingdom, as orally roviged by the sponsoré,
in the following form: '
Resolution XT
YEARBOOK ON HUMAN RIGHTS
The Commigsion on Human Rightgs,

Noting the memoranda of the Secretarqueneral‘on the Yearbook on
Human Rights (E/ON.4/737 and Add.l) and on the review of programme and
establishment of priorities (B/ON.4/742);

Considering that the material before it does not warrant at present
any re-consideration or review of Resolution I, adopted by the’Gomﬁission
at its eleventh session (8/2731, paragraph 28); -

Appoints a Committee consisting of representatives of
to convene at Headquarters and to consider, in the light of the above-
mentioned memoranda of -the Secretary-General, what méasures should be
taken to keep the Yeafbook within reasonable proportions, with particular
regard to the possibility of relating the Yeaibook to the triannual
reports and studies under Economic and Social Council resolution 624 B (XX1I1I1),
and to report to the Commission at its fourteenth session;

Requests the Secretary-General to publish the Yearbook for 1955 as at
present envisaged, if possible before the fourteenth session of the
Commission.

224. The Commission, on the proposal of the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, agreed to leave it to the Chairman to designate five members of.
the Commission to serve on the Committee, At the 576th meetiﬁg, the Chairman
ennounced that the Committee would be composed of the representatives of France,
India; Israsl, Mexico and the United States of America.
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X. ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS

225, The Commission considered this item at its 573rd and 574th meetings., It had
before 1t a report by the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/736 and Add,l) describing the
activities which had taken place, under the authority of General Assembly
resolution 926 (X), pursuant to the resolutions on advisory services which the
Comnission had adopted at its twelfth session (E/2844, Chapter III, Sectiem C),
which the Commission on the Status of Women had adopted at 'its tenth session
(i3/2850, Chapter X) and which the Economic and Social Council had adopted at its
twenty-first session (Resolution 605 (XXI)). The Commission heard statements

by several of its members and by the representatives of thelinternational Federation
of Cpristian Trade Unions and the International Federation of Women Lawyers, These
statements are swmarized in document E/CN,4/SR.573 and 574, = A written statement was
submitted by the International League for the Rights of Man (E/CN,4/NG0/76, para. 3).
226, The Secretary~General's report stated, among other things, that he had
convened aﬁ expert working group in Bangkok in October 1956 for the purpose of
orsanizing a seminar in‘1957 on the subject of civic responsibilities and inoreased
yarticipation of Asian women in publid 1life, This seminar, which will be regienal
(Asian), will be held in Thailand in August 1957.. In addition, during 1957, two
expert working groups will be organized. One will meet in Chile, preperatory te

a seminar in Latin America in 1958 on the subject of the protection of human rights
by criminal law and procedure. The other will meet in Manila in May 1957, at the
invitation of the Phiiippines, which has offered to be host to a seminar on &
similar subject in 1958, '

227, The representative of the Secretary-General made an orai statement concerning
“further recent developments, and making suggestions relating to the organization of
seminars and the pace of development of the programme,

228, During the Commission's brief discussion of the item, one member raised a
point concerning the financial contribution made by Governments whose representatives
attended seminars on human rights subjects, expressing the view that participating
Governmcnts'should pay the cost of their representatives! travel and gubsistence,
which should not automatically be a charge against the United Nations, On the
other hand, doubt was expressed as to whether a seminar programme could be
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operated. successfully unless the United Nations contributed largely to such
oxponsas.  The host coﬁntry agsumed obligations, and the United Natibns also
should undertake certain expenditures, such as the travel and subsistence of -
participants, ' o | '

229, At the 574th meeting, the representative of the Secretary-General explained
the current procedures for allocating the costs involved in seminars, stating thét
under established technlcal assistance practioes;'budgets normally included payment'
by the United Nations of the expenses of a minimum group of participants, Support:
was then expressed for the methods which had been employed so far in carrying |
forward the programme, including the organization of expert working groups, The . -
. member of the Commission who had qriticized these methods at the previousfmbeting
said that,'after some further research into the matter, he was satisfied that the'
principle that some contribution cculd be made by the United Nations towards trayel
and living expénses of participants hed been generally accepted by Governments,
ineluding his own,
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XI, COMUNICATIONS

280, A part of the 575th meeting was held in private to receive, under item.ll,bf"the
Conmission's agenda, a confidential list of communications (HR/Communications
Tist Yo, 7) and observations from Governments (HR/Communications Nos, 85 - 100),
submitted by the Secretary-Gencral in accordance with qunomié and Social Council
-resolutions 75 (V), 192 A (VIII), 275 B (X) and 454 (XIV). A non-confidential
list of communications (E/CN.4/CR,26 and Corr.l (English only)), dealing with the
*ilClPlGS involved in the promotion of universal respect for, and observance of,
iwaan rights, had already been circulated, The ncn~confidential list contained
swiraries of five communications rcceived during the period 1 January to 31 December
1956, The confidential list contained summarics of, or refereﬁces to, 2,321
cownunications roceived during the period 1 January to 31 December 1956, A
m‘itteﬁ statement was also submitted by the International League for the Rights of
Han (E/CN.4/NGO/76, para. 4). | | |
231, Soveral members voiced the opinion that the procedure for the handling of
communications was not only unsatisfactory, but tended to give the impression that
the Commission had some power to0 take action on communications, which was not the
case., Reference was made in this connexion to the views of certain members of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination anq_Protection of Minorities
(B/CN.4/740, paragraph 257), It was suggested that in future false hopes should
not be raised by placing an item on the agenda of the Commission when all that it
could do was to take note of the distribution of the lists of communications, It
scemed preferable elther to aboligh the holding of’such a meeting or to try to
improve the procedure,
232, The representative of the Philippines recalled the proposal which had been
made by his delegation at the twelfth session of the Commission (E/2844, paragraphs
163 - 169), and suggested that a small committee might be appointed to study the
communications objectively, without passing any judgment on their substance, and
to report thereon to the Commission, The representative of Israel suggested that
a small comﬁittee, composed of the Chairman and the two Vice~cyairmen; sheuld be
set up to consider what amendmenats the Commissien on Human Rights might propose
to Economic and Social Council resolution 75 (V), as amended, in order to make
the handling of communications more satisfactury, Other members emphasized that
the Beonomic and Socigl Council had clearly delimited the competence of the Cormission,
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and that efforts to change the present procedure which had been made in various
organs in the past had not met with any success, In the view of some members, the
position could ¢nly be changed when Governménts were willing to undertake binding
obligations, suéh as under the proposed covenants on human rights. Meanwhile,

the lists should be regarded as furnishing to the members of the Commission
information which might be useful to theﬁ in the Commissiont's work,

233, None of the suggestions made were pressed because it was felt that they would
require a more thorough discussion than was possible at the session. It was
agreed, however, that the procedure for the handling of ccrmunications could be
studied further at the fourteenth saession of £h9 Commission, with such priority as
night be decided upon at that-session.' ,

234, The Commission decided, by 12 votes to none, with 4 abstentions, to take note
of the distributictn of the lists 6f communications, It also agreed, without
objection, to make public the summary record of the meeting (E/CN.4/SR.575).
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XII, REVIEW OF PROGRAMME AND ESTABLISHMENT
OF FPRIORITIES

235, At the 575th meeting, in accordance with Economic and Social Couneil resolution
630 A I (XXII), the Commission examined item 12 of its agenda, '"Review of programme
and establishment of priorities". By this resolution the Council had recommended

to its fuﬁétional commissionév"to pay special attention to further concentration of
their activities on major economie, social and human rights problemé, as may be
appropriate, and to the more efficient co-ordination of the said activitles, and to
include a special section therecon in their mext reports to the Council”,

236. The Commission had before it a memorandum by the Secretary-Genmeral (B/CN.4/734),
setting out the decisions of the Economic and Social Council on the recommendations

of the twelfth session of the Commission relating to periodie reports and studies of
specific rights or groups of rights, and action taken thereon, | It also had before

it a note by the Secretary-General (E/CN.4/742), which included a number of suggustions
made in the spirit of the Council's resolution. These suggestions related in '
pérticular to the Yearbook on Human Rights (paras, 3-6), to the study of discrimination
in the matter of religious rights and practices (para. 7), and to the question of a
further conference of non-governmental orgénizations interested in the eradication

of prejudice and disecrimination (paia. 8). Al2 of the suggestions made in this
memorandum had been considered under other items on the agenda (see paras, 215-223,
146-147 and 138-145 of this report). .

237, The‘reyresentative of Ceylon .proposed that the Commission should consider, either
immediately or at a later session, the question of "Violation of human rights in
Algeria", In his view, this matter was within the competence of the Commission,

He referred to the action ﬁhich had been taken by the General Assembly at its eleventh
session with regard to item 60 of its agenda, "Interim measures, pending entry into
force of the covenants on human rights, to be taken with respect to violation of the
human rights set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal .
Declaration of Human Rights", The General Aésembly, he pointed out, had transmitted
to the Commission, in resolution 1041 (XI) the official records and other documents
relating to this question,

238, The representative of France gquestioned the competence of the Commission to

deal with the item which had been suggested, and expressed the view that the aoction
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takeon by the General Assembly had nelther referred to the Commission for consideration
the Greek proposal which the Assembly had discussed but not adopted uﬁdor itém 60

of its agenda, nor modified in any way the terms of Economic and Social Council
resolution 75 (V), laying down a procedure which denies the Commission any power to
deal with complaints concerning violations of human rights. The Chairmen ruled that
if the pfoposal of the representative of Ceylon had been brought before the
Commission as a complaint, it was out of order, but that if it had been put forward
solely‘as a suggestion'for a new apgenda item, either for the currentvor for a future
session, there could be no objection to it since the Commission was fully competent
to decide upon its agenda. He further ruled that if a new agenda item was being
suggested, the representative of Ceylon had the right to present factual information
indicating the need for such an item. The Commission also heard statements on the
question by the representatives of India Iran, Italy and the United Kingdom; these
statements arc summarized in document E/CN.4/SR.575. Phe French representative
argued that the item could not be included in the Commission's agendakuntil a vote
had beon taken on the Commission's competence., '

239, The representative of the USSR proposed adjournment of the debate on the guestion
of the cdmpetenge of the Commission. His proposal was adopted by 3 votes to none,
with 13 abstentions, . |

240, The representative of China drew the attention of the Commission to an ordinar.:e
affecting persons of Chinese nationality living in Vietnam which he characterized as
discriminétory and inadmissible from the pqint of view of the Chartecr of the United

| Nationg, of the Universal Declaration of Hﬁman Rights, and of international law, Hs
cxpressed the hope that the Conmission and its Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities would, at later sessions, take into
account the need for further studies to be;made with respect to discriminatory
nationality laws, particularly those having unlimited retroactivity and providing

for compulsory naturalization.

241, The representativc of the Philippines drew the attention of the Commission to
what he considered to be a gap in the present text of the draft covenants on human
rights, which did not include any provision relating to the right of property. He

, recailed that at the tenth session the Commission had adjourned discussion of
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various proposals on this subject without taking any decision, and suggested that at
the fourteenth session the Commission might take up the matter again and examine it
in deta:ll. It was pointed out by the represeﬁtat:lﬁve of India that the Philippine-
delegation was free to bring up this question in the General Assembly 'wh_en the draft
international covenants were being examined, The representative of the Philipp:l.nes,
on this understanding, did not press his suggestion that the matter ‘sh\ould be
considered further by the Commission. |

242, The representative of France drew attention to a statement submitted to the
Commissiocn by the United Kingdom Anti-Slavery Soclety, a non-governmental orgenization
in category B consultative status (B/ON,4/NGO/75). In this communication the Anti-
Slavery Society drew the attention of the Commission to the fact that none of the
Contracting States to the Slavery Convention of 1926, for which the United’Natio.ns
had assumed responsibility in 1955, had submitted information to the United Nations
undexr Article 7 of the Convention, .'I‘he rei)resentative of France thefefore suggested
that the Commission include an item on the agenda of v:'lts fourteenth session

entitled "Implementation of Article 7 of the 1926 Slavery Convention'. It was
suggested tﬁa’o the representative of France might w:l'.sh',’:at a later date, to exerolse
his right, under paragraph 3 of Rule 6 of the rules of procedure, to propose an item
for inclusion on the agenda, The repi;e'éeﬁtative‘ of France then gave notice that he
reserved the right to propose formelly, at the appropriate time, that the item

whiph he had suggested be included on the agenda of the Commission's fozn-téenth'

-8ession.
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XIII. PL.\CE OF MEETING OF THE NEXT SESSION
OF THE COMMISSION

243, At the 576th meeting, the reprosentative of Mexiconubmitted a draff resolution
concerning'ihe place of meeting of the next session of the Commission (E/CN,.4/L.462),
in which he proposed that arrangements should be made for *the Commission, as an

exceptional measure, to meet at Paris in 1958. . He explained that in his view the
Commission should -be directly associated with the celebration of the tenth anniversary
of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Righté, which had taken place
at Paris in 1948,
244, Afteor the representative of Mexico had accepted various drafting amendments
suggested orally by other members of the Commission, his pfoposal was adopted without
objectioﬁ, the representative of the United Kingdom registering his abstention. The
resolution, as adopted, reads as follows:
Resolution Xil
PLACE OF MEETING OF THE NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMISSION
The Commission on Humen Rights, '
Desiring to be directly associated with the celebration of the
adoption, at Paris on 10 December 1948, of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights by the General Assembly of the United Nations,
Rocommends the Economic.and Social Gouncil to decide that the
Commission on Human Rights shall, as an exceptional measure, meet for its

fourteenth session at Paris in 1958,
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XIV, ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE THIRTEENTH SESSION OF THE
COMMISSION TO THE ECONOMIC 4ND SOCIAL COUNCIL

245. The Commission considered the draft report of its thirteenth session
(E/CN.4/L.451 and Adds. 1-6) at its 576th meeting and adopted it unanimously,
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ANNEX I

Draft Reselutions for Action by the Economic and Social
Couneil 17

A,

CELEERATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ADOPTION OF THE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 2/

The Economic and Social Council -

Recalling resolution 624 C (XXII), in which it ncted the resolution of the
Commission on Human Rights on plans for the widest possible celebration af the
tenth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and invited the
collaboration in this undertaking of the United Nations Educational, Scientifio
and Cultural Organization and other specialized agencies and non-governmental
-organizations concerned,

Recalling also resolution 423 (V) of the General Assembly, inviting all
States to adopt 10 December of each year as Human Rights Day and to celebrate
on that dey the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by
the General Assembly an 10 December 1948, to exert increasing efforts in this
field of humsn progress, and to report annually through the Secretary~General
concerning the observance of Human Rights Day,

Recognizing the significance of the Universal Deblaration of Human Rights
in promoting an understanding of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Deeply convinced that dévotibn to thevlvfty principles set forth in the
Universal Declaration ¢f Human Rights would be manifested in the best way by
further concrete steps in the field pf the protectioh of human rights and
egpecially by the completion of work 6n the draft covenants on Human rights,
including the measures of implementati~n,

1/ The financial implications of these draft resolutions will be issued as
document E/2970/Add.1. .

2/ See Resolution I of the Commissicn {para, 107) and paras. 25 - 107,
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1, Urges all States to join in celebrating the terth anniversary »f the
Universal Declaratisn cf Human Rights, which will fall cn 10 Docember 1958,
making‘suchvuse as they may consider appropriate of the plans annexed to
thisAresolution,l/and invites them to include information on their
colebrations in the report which they submit regularly under General
Assembly resoluti~n 423 (V); '

2. . Recommends to all States to set up naticnal committoes far the purpose
nf carrying out the cbjects of this resolutisn;

3, Invites the specialized agencies to co-<perate in this celebration,
taking into account the plans amncxed to this resolution, with a view to
strengthecning éupport for their objectives through wider‘understanding of
the Universal. Declaration ¢f Human Rights and the relation of tho Declaration
te their programmes and activities,

4, Invites non-gnvermmental creganizations in consultative status to Promote
the celebration ~f this anniversary in c-:-cperaticn with their wvarious
natiznal and l-cal affiliates;

5, Exprosses_the hrpe shat regi.nal intor—-governmental organizations

concerned will als~ jein in the ‘celebratinn;

6, Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with a committee con-
sisting of ropresentatives of : g/, and in
consultation with the Director-General of UNESCO and the Diroctars~General
<f the othor sp601alized agencies, to make the necessary arrangements to
give effcet to the recommendaticns of the Commission on Human Rights;

7. Expresses the dosire that the General Assembly take appropriate measures

in crder that its decision contained in resolution 1041 (XI), Boncqrning the

completion of the work on the draft covenants on human rights may be carried
out by 10 Decomber 1958, including measures of implsmentation, as the most
fitting homage to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; and

8. Appeals to all Members of the Uhited’NationS tm co-operate clasely to
this end, ' .

1/ See Amnex to Resolutizn I of the Commission, "Plans for the celebration of the
tenth anniversary cf the adoption of the Universal Declaratizn of Human Rights,
approved by the Commissi-n ¢n Human Rights at its thirteenth session"
(paragraph 107 of this report).

2/ It was understood that the Econcmic and Social Council would designate the
- members of the Committee,
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B,

ADVISORY SERVICES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS:
APPLICATION TO THE PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION AND THE
PROTECTION OF MINORITIES 1/

The Economic¢ and Sceial Council,
Recalling resolution 926 (X) of the General Assembly, on advisary services

in the field ef human rights,
Recalling also resolution F of the eighth session of the Sub-Cummission 4n

Prevention of Discriminaticn and Protection of Minorities anfl resolution III of
the twelfth session of the Commission cn Human Rights on the sems subject;
Recalling also its resolution 605 (XXI) on this subject,
1. Draws the attenti-n of Governments te the important rele which exchange

of vEWS and information by means of seminars can play for the purpose of
combating discrimination;

2. Invites the Secretary-General, on the basis of requests received frem
Governments, to consider the advisability of convening working parties with
a view to planning and nrganizing such seminars; and

3, Exprésses the hope that all Ghvernments wili co-operate in achieving

the purpose of this resolutien.

C.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON ITS THIRTEENTH SESSION

The Fconomic and Sceial Council _
Takes note nf the report of the Commissisn on Human Rights on its

thirteenth session (E/2970).

l'/See rosolution VII of the Commission (para. 153) and paras., 150 - 153,
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ANNEX II
List of documents before the Commission at its
thirteenth session
DOCUMENTS ISSUED IN THE GENERAL SERIES
E/CN.4/512 Memorandum by the Secretary-General on the draft
, declaration of the rights of the child
E/CN.4/713 Memorandum by the Secretary-General on activities of

various organs of the United Navions in connection with
the right of asylum

E/CN,4/732 Note by the Secretary-General on freedom of Information

E/CN,.4/733 Note by the Secretary-General on the provisional agenda
: for the thirteenth session of the Commission on Human
Rights
E/CN,4/734 Note by the Secretary-General on periodic reports on
human rights and studies of specific rights or groups
of rights ‘

E/CN.4/735 Report of the Committee on the Tenth Anniversary of the
- Universal Declaration of Human Rights

‘E/CN.4/735 Add.1l Financial implications of the Committee on the tenth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

E/CN.4/736 ' Report by the Seéretary-—General on advisory services in
E/CN,4/736/Add.1 the field of human rights’ ‘

B/CN.4/737 Ncte by the Secretary-General on ysarbook on human r:lghts

E/CN.4/737/Add.1 Estimate of cost of publishing the yearbook on human rights
in official languages other than English and French

B/CN,4/738% Corr.,2 Memorandum by the Secretary-General on right of asylum

(English)
E/CN,.4/739 | Preliminary report of the Committee on the Study of the
Right of Everyone to be Free from Arbitrary Arrest,
Dotention and Exile
E/CN,4/740 ~ Report of the ninth session of the Sub-Commission on

Prevention of Discrimination and Prontection of Minorities
to the Commission on Human Rights
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E/GN.4/741 Note by the Seeretary-General on interim measures, pending
entry into farce of the Oovenants on human rights, to be
taken with respect to violations of the human rights set
forth in the Charter of the United Nations and the Uhiversal
Dedlaration of Human Rights

E/CN.4/742 Note by the Seecretary-General on review of programme and
establishment of priorities :

E/CN.4 /743 Comments of the Executive Board of UNESCO for the United
Nations Commisgion on Human Rights, on the recommendations
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities regarding the Study of Discrimi-
nation in Education

-E/CN.4/744 Nete by the Secretary-General on repart of the ninth session
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discerimination and
Protection of Minorities: (Nomination for membership of
Sub-Commission)

E/CN.4/745 Text of resolution adopted by the Commission on celebration
of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

E/CN.4/746 Text of resolution adopted by the Commission on Draft
~ Declaration of the Rights of the Child

E/CN.4/747 Text of resolution adopted by the Cammission on the report
' of the ninth session of the Sub~-Ocammission on Prevention

af Disorimination and Proteotion of Minorities: ¢(Study cf
Diseriminatien in the field of employment and occupation)

E/CN.4/748 Text of resolution adopted by the Commission on the report
. of the ninth session of the Sub~-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,(Date, duration
and agenda of any further conference of non-governmental
organizations interested in the eradication of prejudice
and discrimination that may be convened)

E/ON.4/749 Toxt of resolution adopted by the Commission on the report
of the ninth session nf the Sub~Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities: (Study of
discriminatien in the matter of religious rights and
practices)

E/CN,4/7S0 Toext of resolutien adopted by the Commission on the report
of the ninth seasion of the Sub~-Commission cn Prevention
of Disorimination and Protection of Minorities: (Advisory
services in the field of human rights: application to
the prevention of discrimination and protectien of minorities)



E/CN .4/751

E/CN .4/752

E/CN.4/CR.26 & Corr.l
(English)

E/CN .4/SR.547-576

E/CN.4/SUB 2/180
E/CN,4/SUB 2/180 Add.l

E/CN.4/SUB 2/181 and Corr.l
E/CN.4/SUB 2/181 Add.l
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Text of resolution adopted by the Commission on
freedom of information

Text of resolution adopted by the Commission on the

_report of the ninth session of the Sub-Commission

on Prevention of Diserimination and Protection of
Minorities: (Study of Discerimination in Education)

Non-confidential list of communications dealing with
Principles involved in the promotion of universal
respect for and observance of human rights

Surmary Records of the plenary meeting of the
thirteenth session of the Commission

Report by the Secretary-Genercl on the date, duration
and agenda of any further conference of non-governaental
organizations interested in the eradication of prejudice
and discrimination that may be convened :

Study of diserimination in education presented to the
ninth session of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Diserimination and Protection of Minorities by the

- Special Rapporteur (Mr, Charles D, Ammoun)

DOCUMENTS ISSUED IN THE LIMITED SERIES

B/CN.4/L.442

E/CN ,4/L,443
E/ON.4/L ,444

E/CN.4/L,445
E/CN.4/L.445/Rev.1

E/ON.4/L .446
E/CN.4/L,446/Rev,1

‘United States of America: Draft resolution on the
 celebration of the tenth anniverssry of the adoption

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Italy: Amendment to the draft resolution on the
celgbration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights subtmitted
by the United States of America (E/ON.4/L.442)

Israel: Amendment to the draft resolution on the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights sutmitted
by the United States of America (E/CN.4/L.442)

Poland: Amendment of the draft resolution on the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights submitted
by the United States of America (E/CN.4/L.442)

Ceylon and India: Amendments to the draft resolution
on the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
submitted by the United States of Amsrica (E/CN.4/L.442)
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E/CN.4/L 447

E/CN .4/L;448 |

E/CN.4/L.449

E/CN.4/L.450
E/CN.4/L.451 & Adds 1-6

E/CN.4/L.452

E/CN ,4/L 453

E/CN,.4/L,454
E/CN,4/L.454/Rev,1
(English, Spanish, Russian)

E/CN .4/L,455
E/CN.4/L.455/Rev.1

E/CN,4/L .456

China: Sub-amendments to the amendments of Poland
(E/QN.4/L,445) to the draft resolution on the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights submitted
by the United States of America (E/CN.4/L.442)

China: Sub<amendment to the amendment of Ceylon and
Indla (E/ON.4/446/Rev.1l) to the draft resolution on

the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
submitted by the United States of America (E/CN.4/L.442)

Plans for the celebration of the tenth anniversary of
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as approved by the Camission at its 550th -
552nd meetings on 2nd and 3rd April 1957

Ceylon, India, Iran and Mexico: Draft resolution on

~ the draft deeclaration of the rights of the child

Draft report of the thirteenth session of the Commission
to.the Economioc and Social Council

China, France, India, Lebanon, Mexico and the United
Kingdom: Draft resolution on the report of the ninth
session of the Sub~Cammission on Prevention of Dis-
orimination and Protection of Minorities: (Study of
disorimination in the field of employment and occupation)

China, Iraq, Italy, Lebanon, Norway, Philippines and
the United Kingdom: Draft resolution on the report of
the ninth session of the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Disorimination and Protection of Minorities:

(Date, duration and agenda of any further conference
of non-governmental organizations interested in the
eradication of prejndice and discrimination that may
be convened)

Franoe: Draft Declaration on the right of asylum

India: Draft resolution on freedom of information

Italy: Amendment to draft resolution ¢ of report of
the Sub~-Commission on Prevention of Diserimination
and Protection of Minorities on its ninth session



E/ON.4/L.457

E/CN,4/L.458

E/CN ,4/L /459

E/dN o4/L 460
E/CN.4/L.460/Rev,)

E/CN ,4/L 461

E/CN ,4/L,462

E/CN.4/SUB 2/L.103
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Argentina: Draft resolution on report of the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Disorimination and
Protection of Minorities on its ninth session:
(Study of disorimination in education)

Mexioco; Amendment to the draft ‘resolution of
Argentina (E/0N.4/L.457) on the report of the Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Disorimination and
Protection of Minorities on its ninth session:

" (Study of diserimination in education)

Israel: Amendment to the draft declaration on the ;
right of asylum presented by France (E/CN.4/L.454/Rev.})

France: Draft resolution on the right of asylum
Frence, Israel and the United Kingdom: Draft

resolution on the Yearbook on Human Rights

Mexico: Draft resolution coneerning the' place of
meeting of the next session of the Conmission

Study of discrimination in education: Comments of
UNESCO on the draft report drawn up by the Special

Rapporteur

DOCUMENTS ISSUED IN THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SERIES

E/CN.4/NGO/69

E/CN ,4/NGO/T0 and Corr,l
and Corr.2

E/ON ,4/NGO/TL
E/CN ,4/NGO/72

E/CN,4/NGO/73

E/CN ,4/NGO/74

Co~ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations
(Category B): Right of asylum

World Movement of Mothers (Category B): Draft
declaration of the rights of the child

International Federation of Women Lawyers (Category B);
Draft declaration of the rights of the child

International Catholic Child Bureau (Gategory B):
Draft deolaration of the rights of the child

Liaison Committee of Wamen's International Organizations
(Category B): Draft declaration of the rights of the

 child

International Union of Family Organizations (Category B).
Draft declaration of the rights of the child
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E/CN.4/NGO/75

E/CN .4/NGO/ 76

rpe (United Kingdom) Anti-Slavery Socilety
{Category B): Slavery

International League for the Rights of Man
(¢ategory B): Memcrandum on items of the agenda
of the thirteenth session of the Commission on
Hunan Rights





