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CHAPTER II . _GEi,NERAL PRE~ARATIONS F0,R THE CONFERENCE 

i ~ + ' ,. • • ' • ' • \ ' \ • • • '; ~ • 

~- ~t,>ts third meeting, on . 2~ Jan~ary ·;l984; ~h~ ~mmit~ee co~sidered agenda 
item 3 , ,e.qtitled "General prepar'~tions fo~ ~he1,Confere~ce1 g~rie~4l preparato~y 
activities". 'J;he Committee had bef<?~e it the fol,iowing documen~st, ·1 I ' ' 

' . 
(a) ·. P,rogress report of the Secretary-General on g~neral preparations for the·· 

International Conference on Popula.tion, 1984 (E/CONF .. 76/PC/2) J , ' 
1 ' ' • I I ' I , 

' \ ' ! J j '· 1 

(b) Progress repprt of the Sectet~ry~Gerteral 
1
9~ subs~antive preparation~ for 

the International Conference on Popuilatici>n, ~~8~ · (E/CONF. 76/PC/5) , 
+ ~ • ' ' • ,, I 

I, i' 

' (c) Report , of the S~cretary~Gen~ral . o.n· r~c(?ll!menqati~ns of the Expe.rt Group on 
F.ertility and Fami+Y (E/CONF.76/PC/6) J 

, I 

I ' ; 

.. (d) Repqrt of, th.e Secretary-General ,on recommendations of the Expert .Group on 
Popuiation Distripbtion, Migration and Development ·(E/CONF.76/PG/7)1 · 

! I • I ' ', I 

I 

• • , ' ' I 

P (~) Report o~ _the Secretary- General Qn_ rec;:o,~enda,tions of t)le F;xpert ,
1

GfOUP. on 

E 

~Pulation, Resources, Enviro~ent and Deve;i.op~en~ ·(E/CONF.176/PC/8) J · 
' ' ' i I ' ' I ', ' ' ' ' I 

~ ' (
1f) · Report o,f ~~ Secretary-General on reco~endati~ns' of ;the Expert Group on I 

10tta1ity ,and Health Policy (E/CONF/76/PC/9) . ·. · ' , · 
I I I I ' I 

I 

' ' ' I 
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2.· \ 'r.n his opening stat~m~nt. to tb,e Preparatory Co~it:tee for ·the Internatip~al 
Confer~n~e on• Popµlat.ion, ' thf .secretary-General of the .c;onfer~nce; reviewed fpe 
genetal prepa.ri,itipns q111t:3ertakei1; so ~ar for the Conference. . , :· · . · 

. , I • 

, , ' , .. (. . . , ,'- ' . . .: ;, •. , , • , . l \ ' ·, ·• ',. _: . ·. ·, 

3. HQ . informed· ·the Commi~tee that organizational arrangements for the Conference 
we.re befn~, f.iri~~iz~~ 

1 
,in <?o-,opet.at'~on . w.i ~h the. Government of · Mexip~- ; He , expressetl 

gratitude· to .the Gqvei;nrnent o~· Mexfco for acting as host· to the ·Conf;er~nce :during 
. . \ ·~ ' ' ·, . . . , . 

the period' of 1~on~~derable f'inariciai cortst.raint. ,. ·, · : · 
. '• '1 • ! ·• ,' +. ' • I •• ' , I' ', ' . '.' '• ' t ...... \ • · , ' 

4. Concetn~ng\ pa.r;:ticipatiqn in : the .<;onfer·ence, ,he particularly emphasized t~e 1 

I I • I · • • •, ' + + 
1 ' • t ' 

need for bro~d representation•· of . those po}.lcern·ed with population •. : '·He was · also 
pleased to '.fo~orm, .. -~e COmm~t~ee ., tl\at. ~ore t;~an 130 countries ~d esta~Us~ed ' 
national committees in prepara!:ion1f,or the Conference and that, · all ' th~ ·, regional. 
commissions ' we·r,e uhde~takittg preparatory· 'act*"ities. I,·,.: 

• ' ' ' ' •• ' ' , \ • , • • ' ' ' i ' ' 

s. Discussing t,he financial: arr,a~gemen~s· for 1 the Conference, h~. ~nriou,nce4 . that, ·. 
based on paymen~s. and .P.l~dges ··made 'by 2~ Govek1!111ent~ and assurances of pledges . from 
three other Goverpments;. th~ ta~gf!~ . of $1 •. 5:.~1·111.oi:, \ for extrabui;i~etar:y funding ·. 
wQuld be met. fur,t;he.t;, the peneral Assembly< · had 4ec~ded to allocat~,'·,'$800, opo from 
th~ regular budget' ,for t~e C:onferen~~~ 1' , 

1 1 
, , , : \ 

+ ·, ' • • : ' • ; ~ '1 •• • • ' 

6. He recalled that the. Department :bf tnterha~ional Economic and Soc~al ' Affairs 
of the United Nations S~cretariat was,'resptinsible for the substantive aspects of 
preparations for the Conf~rehce and, that 1tl\e Conf~rei;,ce· secretat'iat h~d' been \ . 
working' closely with all cohce~ned1, ti<ni~s of· the qriited Nations system arlp .wLth 
non-governmental organizati~ns.~ •mr annouJi7ed plans ~o .. in~ensify public in~o~m*tion 
i!Ctivities. ' . 1 

1 
• \ , 1 • ,1 ! l I;. • • 

• \ • l I ' ( · . , ,· ', , I • ·, ' ' ' ' 

7 i He described the two 
1
111dn documents t,ef~re ;,the Committe~: the "Review and 

apprai1;11al of the World PopQlati~n· Pl.an, of Action" (E;/CONF. 76/PC/10) and · · ',, 
• ' ,, l • ., • - • 

"Recommendations for the further •impleJI\Etntat:ion 'of tHe World Population Plan · .. of 
Act.ion" '(E/CONF.76/l?C/ll) ~ ... : ,.', ·'.>. . ,I: ,. · . 

• ' 1 ', ' ' . ' ' 

8 ... \ He . odnc{uded his s~a~~}'\len~ ·-bYi ·· obs~r~ing. ·h~~t ~i~c~· t~e ~o~ld Population , 
Conference ~ri Bucharest in 1974, ,!./ a iarge.number pf; Govern~ents, ·particularly in 
de~el~ping ~ou~tries, had bec911;1e activ~:J;y· ~nvol.v~d in '·pop~lation· '·policies and · 
prqgr~es • . ,A niuch more vari~ and ~bpfli~tic~t~p bod~r' 0£ kq.o~ledge had been 
establi~hed· • . .He'' felt that the' course ·01; · fµtt.lre action .,to be set at the Mexico 
Confer~nce. si:iould· take into acc,ount ~at ,bodY"Of ,knpwle4ge•. and should •Carefully 
assess the impact.1 'of new population problems ahd p~rspectives in the, context of 
overall, dev~t<>P.~e~~ plans and p.iogr·amJites. :· It ~as 'hj.s h~pe tbaf the '.!?reparatory 
Committee •wou,ld· provide clear and , specific· ·guidance to, pa.t:t:icipating Governments 
'tok• m~kin!,J ;tHeir ··ae~isions at the1.M~x,1.co cbrifereribe. ·,I. •. ', ' ' 

• • '. •, i '\ • .. ; \ .; I " I .•,, . . ',< '. ' · ......... ,\. '; ., I' : '. • • 
9. . i The Deputy Secretary-General o; r the CO~f.a'~enc~ stated· .tpat ~e p~nofama in the 
f ,ield ' of '·);>opulatil.on was a mixture of ·reasonabl•: ·hopes ··and di$enchantm~nt. The 
tllird\ WPrld continued 'co live in feu fqr toril6rrow's'' foQd;, energy ~nd

0

,,emp),oynient. 
Althoq~~.· the , .redu~t.i.oh .qf world population ._growth r~~e from 2·.-0. p~r· .c~nt t;o 
1. 7 . per qent· •per ',year 

I 
during the last ·~.e~ade, qad, beerr !:l rea~o•i ~or · satisfaction, it 

maske~· a:' var.ie~y of , reg .. ional and national .~f ~u~ti~ns w~.ic~ . ~erf .not · ent1rely 
: •, \ ~ ' ' .. • .. .. l I I, I • 
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satisfactory.,. · ,In , ~he· ~i~d ~o~ld_, ap,art fr.om ·C.hina where the po;].icf., of bi'~•th r · 

control had bee~ extiremelyi ~ucc;~ss,1;u.l:,, ~eftility had declined ,oz:i_ly· rnoder~tely and; 
owing to a c.orr.esponding d~clin~ ·.i~ ~ort~lity, population growth had ·r .ell\a~ne~ 
virtually unqhanged. ! . . ,. ·· ; . ·. • • , , • ·. •. ·, •• . , · , . 

! • • ~ ' \ I \ I • \ ; I • • \ t ' •, I I ' \' 

10, However, 'he emphasized that the slow1progress of fertility declirie in most of 
the third world ,!1i~~uld,'. not: be., lt ,a~eri, t(!· :imply t~at' 'population po],idf~s weie1

' . : 

ineffective. The,·,d~c.li1ne Q.f fe-rti'l,ity Jhae had occurred had indeed . been remarkable 
in the context of the •clirrent e·~onti~ic orisiss ·aqt~qn in that area ··requ.fred· · strong 
will, tenacity and more t~sout.ces tha'n h,ad be~q available. .

1
· ' 

1 
, ·: 1' . ' 

• j 

' ' • • , .. ' ' ' \ • • • + 

11; . Among other r~~sOns, f6r optimis~, ,·.th~. Qepu~y ' S~c~etary-General of ;the . 
conference mentio.ned , t_he •.chang~s cjf . .. t~itud~~ ·that. ·had been observed among· t~e ; 
popul_~tions and among q<>•ver.nments,:• .· .t~ : fou~ f .,ifths .~f- all countries, Gover,:rup~nts 
consid1red that the demogra:phic ·fa~~or :•was ofd>rimordial importance for , th.e1r 
development strategies • . The :last decade cou,td s~an<t ¢>ut .1in the history' of ;, · 
approa~hes to development as the peri~ wn~n Gbv~rnmehts ·.b~came almost linivei:sally· 
aw~i:e · ,of · the urgency of' ponc.eited. ac~-iqn ' i~\ the ~~elc:f of population, beyond : t_he 
anta~bnism that often i'nfluenC(ed the de~at~ •in th~ past. . . · · 

f, i • ,\,, ' I I \ . 

12, Dur,ing, the past 10 y~~r.s, : ,'there had a1so: .bee~· .. ~ c~nsider:able broadening of ,the 
' • • • • • • ' ' I • ', • 

per'~eption of population proql~ms. by Governnients. ·. · 'Populat~o~ policies had cea$e.d 
to 'be exclusively concerned wi,th1 .f .ertili,ty. ' '·o~ thE!.1one h~nd, . more attention had ' ' 

' . '; 

b~en
1
pa~d t9 , n,ior~ali·ty and mig,r:a';;L~r:11 on 1-~e ~ther ~ndr i~ ha'd , app~ar.ed · 

increa$ingly •,1nd1spensable to treat dem.6graph1c' varii1bJ,es in 1the icontext of 
r~so~rces: : (-~speqially food), I ,envii:r(?nmen~ .. and, ~eve~opme~t ·i~ ·gen~i;al. 
• • ' ' 1, ; • \ , ', • ,· • ' ' ' • f - ' : '' l . I • '1 • ' ' • ~ f I ' t • I 

q, ·The ' .United N.ations philosophy ot'· 1nt~gra:ted development and the numerous 
conferences that had been held -on global issues contributep to• the broadening of ' 
t~e conqept ·Of :.PO~Ulation in ,the poiit'i_cal/ sph~te ·•and to chverstf,ieq action in tha't 
fie ld •. :'The. Bucpaireit conference, •had ' f,'lt~mu~a~~d. _th~t • prog~~ssr .,tbe · Mexico 
Cqnfef erice, would have to pursue th.ls path· because ·,muc:h·, rem~.i:n~d -to . be ~one. 

' ' ' . ' . \ 

~ \ '' ' ' ., ' ' , ~ ' ' .. 
l4 , In 'consi<;lerii:ig1

' the preparatory act-ivities for the (?onf,er~n'ce, ,' 4he Committee 
;as; in~ormed .of th,~ t ;e~ults of several .r~g.ipnal me~~in~~ by ' d~le9ati~ns of the host 
?u~~.r1es · .. ~o~cer'ned:• ,~t was reported th~t ~·IJ ir:ite~gov~~~en;~l rneeti-:ig ',h~ld at 

Sqfi.a, ftotn 6 '~6 \12 \ Oct:oper 1983, was orgaru.z~d' by•, tp~ ·Econ,om2c Col'IIJllis:sio1' for 
:urope ' ~ll;e,E) ~i:t~ .,~h~ f •~nancial assistance. of .. ~he· t1n~ted ·.Natio'ns .F~nd. ~o~.' 

0
°Pulat~on, A~tiv1t1es (~~PA), in which, rnos~\ ~C~, member. CO\.\.ntrie~ part:xci~ated . 

/ 8 . of ~q •co!llcerns .. ex~ressed at the rneet;i.ng ~a.s th~t th.e demogtaphic prob+e~ of 
~V~loped c;::ou·nt-ril!.s 'dqservep international. attention. ' , A,t ' th'e .same t).me. •, tihe 'meeting 

~oted the l;irgency :,pf population problems in 11\a~,y, pev~iopi'ng, ?Oilnt~ie's•. and ' the' 
all\.Port~i;ice ,of I inte,rnati~~al co-ope~ation - ~~~ assi~t.ance ~ . ~t' ,was a+so reporte¢i that 
g;bng the ~ajor theJlleS ' ~pich . em~rged from the µi~et.fncr !we~e J, a .~dli'~ing : popu~ation ttt~th an<!i, ·its , cons,equeApes f~r the aging of the ,P~J?U.latl.o'n,J ,fer:til:i,ty -~rend~ and 

8
/ ,, effect .. of .. unent~l?yment · oti. fertility, .far-~eachin9 cha~es i~ •family l\'ltr~ctur~, 

61 °1109"~.1.in mortality: tl'ecline 1in certain. ~ountt~es, ·.·as '\'t'e.iJ. as ·.mcu;:tality .: : \ · · 
fl.!f~renti:a1s, : .ohang·ing1 pattern~. of urban,izc1tiol). ~!\d · in~ernat~o'na,l migration 
ae "'~• · The repor~ of. the mee~ir1g. was to be rev~ewed b,r. t ,he .EC.E at its, thirty~ninth 

,88.l.On to be, he,ld iz;i ',Apr~l · l9.~4. · · ···: , ·, '. ' ·. '· · .· , 
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15. It 1w4s r~ported that . a ~~etfng, of the committee of ijigh-Level E~perts ,on 
Popula~ion 1of 'the Latfn American region was held at Havana~·. from. \ 17 t:o ' . 
19 November 1983, and recommendations from that meet1rig would be submitted ·~o the 
Economic commission• for Latin America , {ECLA) meeting in Lima in March. 1984 f or ibs 
consideration,: lt was requested ,that par~icular attenti~ should be given in the 
prepar'atoty activities, for . the Cpofe'rence; to the finding~ ' of the ~van~ meeti'ng, • 
referenc,e tQ, which• hac;l '.been •inv~luntari~y omitted from the relev<iint _document . , 1 ' • I , I • I \ 

j I I , < • ~ • ' ' ' ~ 

16. Th~ atten~ipn of the Pr,ep>aratory , .~mmi~,t~e was drawn to tne Se'r6nd Afr.ican 
Population CO,nference held at Ai:ush,a; ,• Qn,ited · Republic of Tanzani'~~. d.n . .,January 1984, 
which was o'rgariized by the ·, Econol(lic',Conimissipn,' for Africa {ECA) wl th finaric'ial 
assistance 'from UNFPAI~ ;rt was repor,t~d ·•~at ~ere was broad agr~ement among 
African delegat;ions on a number of 1.mportanh iaduoc, among whic}) the following were 
noted, the social and economic welfare of families and individual's,, , inclµd i n~· 
,their health and family 'piaruiinQ n~e~s, t~e need

1 
for equilibri~m betw~n popu~ation 

and economic growth', the central importance ;of integrating population into 
• I ' • ' ' ' 

pevelopment planning, the · need ,for a scientific approach to populati0n issues which 
·had implications (or training Qf persdnn~1, data collection and ·analysis, a& well 
as equipment for .service delivery. 'nte Kil'i11µ1njaro ' Plan of Action on Populatioh 

•Which emerged from thatrmeeting ·cailed for politicali will and action within Africa 
. to · address those and ~~er relatea issues. I1r '~as to be submitted for endor.sement 
by, t he ECA Conference of Min~sters at its ( ne.~t, sess.,ion in April 198f at( Cdnakry. 

. l •,· ' ' ' ·, • ', < I " • \ 

17 . 'Attention was also drawn- to 'tne Asia-Pacific. ca'il for Action- which was· adopted 
'at •:the Third Asian a'nd P~ci'fic , Popu

0

l 'atic;,n ~nf~rence, held at Colombo in 
Sept~mb'er 1982. y '· • :', • · ,, , , ., '. '· ,· , ,.·, 

I '' i • I 
1 

\ ' 1,, 

,,\, . ' . ' ' ' 
l8'~ Several delegations informed the ,Committee of the; es,tablishment of country- ·_ 
lev,el preparatory cornmi tte'es for the Internat•ional Conference on Population to be, 
·h~id , at Mexico City. Conc~~n .;,~s expre'3sed that to dat~ ob]y 30 count.ri~s .ha9 , 

, est~blished such preparatory . COffllllittees, \ and co~~ries that . had not al.read~ dorie -:so 
· were •urg,ed .to set them up. , · · 

. I . I • 

19. One d~legation, referring to.the financial aspects ~f t~e. Conference 
preparations, eugges~ea that: e~erY 'effort should be made ·to i:;ed~ce expenditures 
from the regular budget in light ·o~ the extrabudget~ry, fun~~ 1available. 

' I , • , I •. t' , , , 1 · 
1

,
1 

I 

20 , ' Wi.th respect to the general P~.eparations for th'e CQnference,.' many delegatidns 
' I • , I 

collllllended ·the Secretariat for the tjiorough and careful' work it h~d ,done in 
' • ' I ' ,. I : J I 

preparing the ,main background ·do:,ewtlents for the Committee :·s cpn~ide~ation, and ih 
co-p~diQa~ing the ;work of the four ··.e~pert group~ whos~ report~ ~nd ,recommendations 
formed' tpe ~ubst~ntive basis for • the discussions·. several delega.t~s urged that the 

l ~ , , , 1 . I • 

.recqmrnenpations ,of those expert groups , sl:lould be 'given full consideration in the 
1diecus.si61'}s, '. Sqme ·Qelegations expressed ''tes~~vat.ion~ abo~t th~ .lack of attention 
1to ~e·, ~nmet ,ne,eds f6r family plann1ing in ~h~. report .of. the E~pert Group on 
:1:'ertil,ity and: F~.UYf · . :· . ': , , .' ,·, ' . . . ~ 

\ ' , ' • 1 ! ' '• 

2~. · Several· d~legations emphasized ~e impoitance .~f pabl~c. inf~iJ:natio~ activites 
~th ·~t the, 

1
int~1-'~a•tional and nationa+ 1,v.els to rai.f!e 4w~r,n~ss , bf th,e important 

1iss,ues , to be cp~s1dered , at the Mexico Conference; It wae suggested ths·t the 
l I , , • •\ 

' I 

\ . 
I 

• 
I • 
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; ... 



secretaria~ provide countries with ,posters and other promotional and educational 
material to increase people's awareness of the Conference and its agenda. It was 
also suggested that the United Nations Informat~on Centres should be mobilized to 
support those efforts at the country 1level. The importance of the non-governmental 
organizations i n the pr~paratory activitie~ f6r · the Conference was noted by many 
delegations. 

I 

Notes 

!/ For the report of th~ Conference~ see ~~1ted Nations publication, Sales 
No. E, 75.XIII.3, 

I I 
Y E/ESCAP/301 . See also Official Records of the Economic and Social 

council, 1983, Supplement No. 12 (E/1983/43) , para. 56~ . 
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