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EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH MEETING

Held In New York, on Morday, 2 June 1958, Clt 3 p.m.

Hun CENT VINGTIEME SEANCE

TenU8 Q New~Yot'k, le lundi 2 Juin 1958. a 15 heures.

President: M.r. T. F. TSIAl'G (China).

Present: The representatives of the following coun
tries: Canada, China, Colombia, France, Iraq, Japan.
Panama, Sweden, Unio:J. of Sovil;lt Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great BritatnandNorthernlreland,
United States of America.

P ...o....Jslonal I;;lgenda IS/AgendQ/BZOI

1, Adoption of the agenda

2. Letter dated 29 May 1958 from the Representative
of Tunisia. to the President of the Security Council
conCernIng: "Complaint by Tunisia in respect oE
acts of armed aggression committed against it
since 19 May 1958 by the French military forCeR
stationed in Hs territory and in Algeria" (8/4013).

3. Letter dated Z9 May 1955 from theRe}lresentative
of France to the President of the Sec.urity Council
concerning:

(;t) "The compla.int brought by France a~ainBt

Tunlsla on 14 February 1958 (8/3954)" (S/4015).

(12) "The situat10n aris1ng out of the disruption, by
Tunisia, of the modus vivendi which ~lad been
estaolished since February 1958 with regard to
the stationing of French troops at certain}lo1nts
in Tunisian territory" (8/4015).

Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted.

Letter dated 29 May 1958 from the Representative of
TunlslatothePres1dent of the Security Council con
cernIng: "ComplaInt by Tunisia in respect of acts of
armed aggresstoncommltted against It sInce 19 May
1958 by the French military forces stotioned in its
territory and In Algeria" (5/4013).

lot'lor dated 29 May 1958 from the Representative of
France totne President of the Security Councl I con
cerning:

(f!) ~The complaint brought by France against Tunisia
on 1~ February 1958 (SI39541~ /5/4015):

(p) "The situation arising out of the disruption, by
Tunisia, 01 the modus vivendi which had been
established since February 195s with regard tothe
statIoning of French troops at certain points in
Tunisian territory" IS/40151.

At thll invitation of the President, Mr. MOng! Slim,
representative of Tunisia, took a place at the Council
table.
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President: M. T. F. TSIANG (Chine).
Pr~sents: Les repr~sentants des pays suivants:

Canada, Chine, Colombie, Franrf', Irak, Ja.pon, Pa
nama, Su~de, Union desR~pubUquessoclalistes sovtt'l_
tiques, Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne etd'Irlande
du Nord. Etats-Unis d'Am~rlque.

Ordre dujour provlsolre (S/Agenda/8201

1. Adoptio:l del'ordre du jour.

2. Letire, en date du 29 mai 1958, adrl'sst'le au
Pr~sident du Conseil de s~curit~ par le repr~

sentant de h Tunlste, cone.ernant la questlon 3ul
vante: ·Pla:nte de la Tunisie au sujet d'actes
d'agrcssion arm~e commis contre eHe par leg
forces mllitaires fran<;aises stationn~es sur so~,--.

terrHoire et en Alg~rle depuis le 19 mai 1958"
(S/4013).

3. Lettre, en date du 29 mai 1958, adressoo all
Pr~sident du Conseil de s~curitt1 par le repr~sen~

tant de la France, CO[lcernant:

!!J "La plalnte tormuMe par la France wntre la
'Tunisie le 14 ft1vrier 1958 (S/3954)" [S/4015J;

12) "La situation ~r~~e par la rupture, du fait de la
Tuntsie, du modus vivendi. qut s'ltLaIt t1tab11
depuis le moi::: de fevrier 1958 surle stationne
ment de troupes 1ran~aiBes en certalns points
du terrltolre tunislen" (5/4015).

A.doptlon de Itordre du Jour

L'ordre du jour est adopM.

Lettre, en date dLl 29 mal 195B. adressee au President
du Conseil de securltd par le reprdsentant de ra Tu
nlsie, concernant 10 questIon sulvante: "P (alnte dela
TlI11sie au suJet d'actes d'agresslon armt!§e commis
contre elle par les forces militolres frao<joises
statlonnees sur son terrltolre et en Algerie depuls
le 19 mol 1958" (S/4013\'

Lettre, en datedu29 mal 195B, adresseeau President du
Cons ell de securltepar lerepr"entant de IQ F ronce,
concernant:

g) "La plalnte fot"r11ulee par IQ F ranee contre la Tuni
sle le 14 tevrler 1958 (5/3954)" [5/4015];

~ "La situatIon creeepar la rupture.du faIt de la Tu
nisle, du modus vivendi qui s'etalt 6t<:lbll depuis le
mols de f6~rler 19SB sur le stationnement de trou
pes fra~alsesencertalns points du territol re tunl~

si en" 15/40151.
Sur l'invttat1on du Pr~Sident, M. Mongi Slim, repr~_

~_entant de la Tunis1e, prendplaceala table du Conseil.
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1. Mr. GEORGES-PICQT (France) (translated from
French): I am resuming at the pOint wher'e I lell off
when the previous meeting was adjourned. I shan now
deal wlth two aspects of the issue brought before
the Couoeil hy the Tunisian delegation; one relates to
what is left of the Fren.ch m1l1tary establishment in
Tunisia, and the other to the Remada incldents.

2. The Tunisian Govern.ment accuses France of
adhering to outmoded concepts and or lIlaintaining a
rigid attitude tn its relations with Tunis:a. Jj there is
one matter in which this criticism is completely un
founded, it is in thatof the presence of French Dl11itary
forces in Tunisian territory.

3, During the months that followed the recognition of
internal autonomy, our military strength was constd_
erably reduced, as the representative of Tunisia has
himself admitted. Furthermore, the duties aSSigned
to those forces were changed in· line with the new
situation arisine;, firstly, from Tunisia's internal
autonomy and later from its independence. For exam
ple, the French Command no longer assumes the
duties connected With li.e u:alntenance of order which
w~re Olice ita responaibiliiy and which included the
protection of French naUonals and the supervision of
land frontiers. At the same time the FrenchCODlmand
began to .regroup its forces, as a logical corollary of
the changes made in their role and strength. The
cr-.."pletion of this process was to be marked by the
conclusjon of a joint defence agreement, the prir.ciple
of which had been accepted by the Tunisian GOvern
ment.

4. So radical and profound a change could not be
brought about except in an atmosphere of mutu.al
confidence in which the two parties scrupulously
observed the obllgations they had assumed. The
FNmch Governmer.t was willing to take the first steps
but was entitled to expect of Tunisia that it would
properly discharge the responsibilities 11 claimed.

~Jiortunately the incidents that occurred, of Which I
, shall shortly give you a fl'!W examples, clearly showed

that forces were at work in Tunisia. inciting tbe
Tunisian authorities to disregard their commitlnents
and the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

5. As early as July 1957, the French Governmentin~

for med the Tunisian Government of its lntention to
nlgruup the French forces stationad in TuniSia. in
order to reduce possible causes of friction and to
ease the situation. That process was to be completed
by the end of 1957. The plan entailed the withdrawal
of forces to Btzerta, IH-Aouina, Salambo, Siax, Gab~a,
Gaisa and Remada; it began to be put into effect, in
partiCUlar, at Gafsa. As a result of Incidents which
occurred both on the frontier and inside Tlmisian
territory during the last months of 11:157, any forUler
execution of the plan was suspended.

6. In December Hl57 the }'rench Ambassador tn
'l\misia was instr\1-cted to try to resume negotiations
on all Franco-Tunisian problems. On this occasion a
t1rne~tahlfJ for the proposed regrouping action was
prepared. to be carrled out in accordance Wl.th tlie
progress of the negotiations. These preliminary con
tacts, however, were interrupted as a result or the
ralll into French territory can'ied out on 11 .January

.. 2

1. M. GEORGES..PICOT (France): JE Nprends mon
oxJ?os~ au point oC! je l'~vai!> laiss~ lorsque la sSance
pr~c~dente a l!M levE:'!e. Je tralterai maintenant de delL't
aspects de l'affaire dont le Conseil a ~t~ saisi par la
d~l~gation tunisiennej 1'un concerne C6 qui subsiste
de la pr'esence milltaire fran..aise en Tunisie, l'autre
a trait aux incidents de Remada.

2. Le Gouvernement tunisien reproche a.Ia France de
roster attach@e, dar.s ses rl'lpports avec lu1, <\ des
conceptions jE:'!passl!es et d'avolr une attitude statique.
8'11 est un domabte 011 ce reproche est d~nu~ de tout
fondement, c'est bien celui de la prl!8ence militaire
frar.~alse Bur le territoire tunisian.

3. Dans les mols qui ant suiv1la reconnafssance de
1'autonomie interne, le~ effectifs de n08 forces ont
~t~ consid~rablemont r~duits, comme le repr~sentant

de la Tuniste a bier. voulu le reconnaitre lui~meroe.

D'autre pari, leur mission a l!t~ modifll!e pour tenir
compte de la situation r.ouvelle t~sultant de I 'auto
nomie interne d'abol'd, puis de l'indt'5?cndancc. C'est
ainsi que le commandement'fran~ais n'assume plus
les taches de maintien de l'ordre qui lut incor.1baient
pr~c~demment, et qui comprenaient nolamment la
protection des ressortissallts fran~ais et la ~lIrveil

lance des irontl~res terrestres. ParallMerr.ent, le
commandement amor~alt un mouvement de regrou
pement des forces{rancaises quiconStituatt le comp16
ment iogique des mocUfications apporMes a. leur role
et ;t leurs effectifs. L'ach~vement de cette ~\'olutlan

devatt etre marque par la conclusion d'un accord de
dl!fensc commune, dont le Gouvernement tunisien a"ail
accept/! le principe,

4. Dne transformation si radicale et si profonde ne
pouvalt etre me[H~e :l. hien que dans uneatmospllere de
confiance mutuelle et si les deux parties respectaient
scrupuleusement les obligations qu'ellesavaient SO;IS
crites. Le Gouvernement fra:1~ais ~aitpr@:ta,fairele5

prelniers pas, maia n ~tait fonda:t attendl"e de la Tu
nisie qU'elle assume effectiveme:ltles responsabUitas
qU'eHe revendiquait. Malheureusement, les incidents
dOnt je donuerai dans un instantquelqueseXemplesont
d~montre a l'i:!vldence qu'll s'exerlialt en Tunisie des
influences incitant ~es autoritQs tunislennes a ne pas
respecter leurs engagements nt les dispositions de la
Charte des Nations Unies.

5. Dlls le mois de juiUet 1957, le Gouvernement
fran~ais a informE! le Gouvernement tunisien de son
intention de prDceder, pour dimiouer les causes de
friction et d~tendre la situation, aun regroupementdes
forces fran9aises stationn~es en Tunisie, qui devalt
~tre termin~ p<Jur la fin del'annE!e 1957.113 plan envi
sag~ cOmportalt un regroupement sur Blzerte El
Aoui'na, Salamrnbo, Sfax, GaMs, Gafsa et Remad~; il a
re~u un commencement d'ex~cution, en parUcul1er i
Gafsa. A la su~te d'incidents survenus tant 11a fron
tl~re qu.·en territolre tUl1isien pendant les dernier."!
mois de l'ann~e, la r~aUsation de ce regroupement a
~H suspendue.

6. En decembre 1957, l'ambaAsadeur de F:ance en
Tunisie a ret;U inst!"Uction de s'efforcer de renouer la
n~gociation sur l'ensemble des probl.tlmes franco-tu
nisiens. A cette occasion, un calendrierdel'op~raUon

de regroupement projetae a et~ pr~pal"e, poudltremis
a. exl!cution au fur et a. mesure de l'evolution des
pourparlers. Mais ees contacts pr€!llrnlnaires ont eM
interrompus <l la suite de l'lncursion en territoire
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1958 by a rebel band supported by Tunisian elements,
an incident which cost the lives o[ fourteen French sol~

diers murdered in particularly odious circumstances.

7. It will be remembered that after the recent inter
view (on 21 May) between President Bourguiba and
our Chargl! d'affaires, the latter went to Paris at the
French Government's request. After a thorough study
of the whole problem of the stationing of French
troops in Tunisia, the French Government drew up,
on the evening of 24 May instructions under which
direct negotiations could be resumed for a general
settlement satisfactory to both countries.

8. Can the Council ask for clearer and more repeated
evidence of the French Government's desire to settle
this aspect of the Franco~Tunisian dispute by nego
tiation? le it the French Government that has provoked
incidents involVing bloodshed every Ume there has
been serious hope of success? On the contrary, does
not such repeated and strange coinciding of adverse
circumstances poini to the growing influence exerted
by the Algerian rebels over certain Tunisians?

9. Among a great number of examples, I shall cite the
following:

1, The quantity of arms delivered in TunIsia on
behalf of the National Liberation Front, sometimes via
Libya by official Tunisian vehicles, has trebled since
the end of 1957.

2. The quantity of arms reaching Algeria from
Tunisia every month, thanks to the official support of
the Tunisian authorities, doubled in the period from
October 1956 to June 1957 as compared witil the period
from March to October 1956, and Increased fourfold
between June 1957 and January 1958, until it became
imperative to take more effective action to seal the
frontier.

3. The number of National Liberation Front troops
established on the Tunisian frontier doubled in No
vember 1957, as compared with the period oJ March
1956, trebled in January 1958 and increased four·
fold in February, so that according to the Tunisians
themselves these bands are now stronger than the
Tunisian army.

10. I now come to the Remada incidents. Hereagain I
feel that before describing the incidents I must indicate
their origin, determine the responsibilities incurred
and explain the role and the particular status of the
French unit that was directly involved on this occasion.

11. The Remada post is situated in the heart of the
desert, in an area that has been given a particular
status in the Franco~Tunl.sian conventions of 3 June
1955. Annex 5 of supplementa,ry protoco14ofthe Gen
eral Convention between France and Tunisia prOVides
that on the frontier betweenTunlsiaandLibyaa "fron
tier security zone" shall be established in which French
troops "responsible for policing the frontiers and
guarding the territory shall continue to carry out their
present tasks On the same conditiOnS". Thlsprovision
was confirmed in identical terms in the exchange of
letters of 8 April 1956 between the Tunisian Prime
Minister and the French HtghCommissionerconcern
ing the maintenance of order and security in Tunisia.

3

fran~ais, le 11 janvier 1958, d'une bande rebelle sou
tenue par des €!Mments tunisiens, incident qui coiitait
la vie a.14 soldats franc;ais, assassin~sdans des condi
tions particuli~rementodieuses.

7. On saitqu'apr~s 1'entrevue toute r~cellte (le 21 mail
entre lepr~sidentBourguiba et notre charga d'affaires,
ce dernier se rendaitit Paris ala requete du Gouverne
ment fraUl;ais, qui, apr~s une l!tudeapprofondie de l'en
semble du probl~me du stationnementdestroupes,ar
retaU, dans la soir~e du 24 mai, des instructions per~
mett.1.nt de reprendre des n1!gociations directes en vue
d'un r~glement g1!n~ral satisfaisantpour les deux pays.

8. Le Conseil peut-ll demander des manifestations
plus claires et plus r1!p€!t~es de la volont€!du Gouver
nement franr;ais de r1!soudre par la nl!gociation cet
aspect de la querelle franco-tunlsienne? Est-ce le
Gouvernement frans:ais qUi a provoqul!, chaque fois
qu'un espoir s€!rieux d'aboutir se mantfestait, des in
cidellts sanglants? Ou, au contraire, ne faut-il pas voir
dans ces slnguliers concours r1!p~tl!sdecirconstances
contraires lIinfluence croissante que les rebeUes al
g~rlens exercent aupr~s de certains Tunisiens?

9. C'est ainsique, parmi beaucoup d'autres exemples,
je citerai les quelques points suivants:

1) La quantit6 d'armes que le FLN (Front de lIM
ration nationale) a fait livrer en Tunisie, parfois via la
Libye, par vl!hicuies officiels tunisiens, a tripll! entre
la fln de 1957 et la date 0]), nous sommes.

2) La quantlta d'armes passant chaque mois de
Tunisie en Alg1!rie gr<tce al'appul officiel des autoritl!s
tunlsiennes a doubl1! pendant la pl!riode d'octobre 1956
it juin 1957 parrapporia.celledemars A octobre 1956,
et quadrupll! pendant la p~rlode de juillet 1957 11
janvier 1958, jusqu'au moment 0]), des mesures plus
efficaces ont dD. €ltre prises pour rendre la frontit!re
"l!tanche".

3) Le volume des bandes FLN atabliesala fronti~re

tunisienne a doubl1! en novembre 1957 parrapportilla
par'iode de mars 1956, a trlpH! enjanvier 1958 et qua
druple en [l!vr1er, de sorte qu'aux dires m~mes des
Tunislens ces bandes sontaetuellementplusfortesque
1'arml!e tunlslenne.

10. J'en arrive aux incidents de Remada. Mais let
encore 11 me parait nl!cessaire, avantd'en rapporter le
r~c1t, d'en monirer l'orlgine et d'en d1!termlner leg
responsabilitl!s enCourues, de fatre connafl::re le role
et le statut partleuller del 'unita franr;aise directement
mise en cause <l. cette occasion.
11, Le poste de Remada est situl! au mil1eudu dt1sert,
dans un terrltoire daM d'un statut particuLler par les
conventions franco-tunis1ennes du 3 juin 1955. A
l'annexe No 5du protocole annexe No 4de la Convention
genl!rale entre la France et la Tunisie est pr~vue la
ert1ation, sur la front1~re tuniso-Ubyenne, d'une "zone
frontali~re de sl!curita" dans laquelle les troupes fran
<;aises, "charg1!es de la police des fronti~res et de La
surveillance du territoire, continuent d'assurer leurs
missions actuelles dans les m~mes conditions". Cette
disposition a ~t6 confirm6e en termes identiquesdans
l'echange de lettres survenu le 8 avril1956 entre le
'Premier Minlstre tunisien et le Haut Commissairede
France, qui concerne le maintien de l'ordre et de la
s1!curUl! en Tunisie.

I
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12. Let no one say, as did the representative of
TunisIa at the previous meeting, that this agreeme:lt
has been superseded by events. Contrary to his asser
tion, the provisions of the conventions of 3 June 19;i5
have not been rendered inoperative by the Protocol of
Agreement between France and Tunisia signed on 20
March 1956. Indeed, under the very terms 01 the
Protocol and in accordance with the general principles
of Jaw, there were to be negotiatioustodetermine which
of these provisionS should be modified or revoked. Let
me quote the relevant passage from the Protocol of
:1.0 March 1956:

"France accordingly formally recognizes the inde
pendence of Tun1.sla.

"It follows that:
"(!!) the Treaty concluded between France and

Tunisia on 12 May 1881 may nO longer govern
Franco-Tunisian relations;

"ilil any provisions of tile convenHons of 3 June
1955 wllicll may be incompatible with the new statuI>
of Tunisia as an independent sovereign State shall
be modified or revoked,"

13. The fact that tile Franco-Tunisian conventions
of 3 June 1955 remain valid until tile cOllcluston of an
agreement between France and Tunisia revoking their
provisions is also borne out by article 10 of the Judi
cial Convention between France and Tunisia signed on
9 March 1\157. Article 10 reads as follows:

"The presentConvention, Which revokes and super
sedes the Judicial Convention of 3 June 1955" (the
fact that it is necessary to say that this Convention
annuls a text mear.s that that text was not already
annulled) "will enter i.nto force on 1 July 1957 1t •

14. After this digression I return to my account of
the Remada incidents.
15. 'The fort, or bordj, of Remada, situated some
forty kilometres from the Libyan frontier and about
150 kilometres frOm the Algerian frontier, is d1ffi
cult to separate frOm the small village inhabited by
the families of 500 to 600 motorized m~har[stescom
manded by a colonel and constituting a unit described
as the Sahara Group of South Tunisia. Its chief duty
is to prevent contraband and trafHc 1n arms. Most of
the members of this group patrol a very large sector
stretching over several hundred kilometres of desert.

16, Even after the Tunis1an authorities had imposed
restrictions on all the French forces stationed in
Tunisian territory, they had permitted the Saharan
units of the extreme south to retain their normal way
of life, which is nomadic. A few days before the inci
dents of 18 and 25 May, the French Charg~ d'affaires
had taken the initiative of telling Mr. Ladgham and
Mr. Mokkadern that it was to the obvious interest of
both France and Tunisia to make no change 1n this
modl,ls vtvendL The Tunisian Vice-President or the
Council and Secretary of State for ForeignAffairshad
agreed.

17. Although nothing in the attitude of the French
troops stationed at Remada could justify so sudden a
measure, the Tunisian Government saw fit to extend
to the whole of the South certain control measures
that were already applied in the remaInder of the
territory. In so doing it aS3umed responsibility for a

4

12. Que l'on n'aille pas nous dire, comme l'a fait a la
pr~c~dente s~ance le repr~sentantde la Tunisie, que
ees accords sont d~pass~s par lea ~v~nements. En
effet, contrairement II ses afHrmations, lea disposi
tions des conventions du 3 juin 1955 n'ont pas ~M
rendues caduques par le Protocole d'accord entre la
France et la Tunisie, sign~ le 20 mars 1956. Elles
devaient, en effet, aux termes m@mes de ce protocole
et conform~mentauxprincipesg~n~rauxc1udroit, faire
l'objet de n~gociations tendant ~ d~terminer celles
d'entre eUes qui devaient ~tre modifi~es ouabrog(!es.
Je cite le texte en cause du protocole du 20 mars 1956:

~En cons~quence, la France reconnait solennel
lement l'ind(!pendance de la Tunisie.

~Il en d6eoule:
"],) Que le trait!! conclu entre la France et la

Tunisie le 12 mai 1881 ne peut plus r~gir les rapports
lranco_tunisiens;

"2) Que celles des dispositions des conventionsdu
3 juin 1955 qui seraient en contradiction avec le
nouvcau statut de la Tunisie, Etat Ind~pendant et
souverain, seront modifi~es ou abrog~es."

13. La confirmation de la validit~ des conventions
franco-tunisienneS du ::I juLn1955jusqu''ll 'Intervention
de l'accord de la France et de la Tunisie pour en
abroger les dispositions peut Mre en outre trouv~e

dans l'artlcle 10 de la Convention judiciaire entre la
France et la Tunisie, sign(!e le 9 mars 1957. Cet
article est ainsi Conr;u :

"La pr~sellte Convention qui annule et remplace
la convention judiciaire en date du 3 juin 1955
- pour qu'll soit n~cessaire de dire que cette
convention annule un texte, c'est que le texte n'~tait

pas annulE! auparavant - entrera en vtgueur le
ler juillet 1957."

14. Apr~s cette digression, j'en revlens ;}'l'expos~des
incidents de Remada.
15. Le fortin ou bordj de Remada, situ~ a une quaran
taine de kilorn~tres de la frontierelibyenneeU 150 ki
10mMres envl.ron de la frontiere alg~rienne, estdiffi
cUe a. s~parer du petit village oil. habitent lea familles
des 500 ou 600 m~haristesmotoris~s! sous le comman
dement d'un colonel, qui constituent cette unit~, dite
Itgroupe saharien du Sud tunisien". Son rOle principal
est de r~rimer la contrebande et le tralic d'armes.
La plUS grande partie de ce contingent patrouille dans
un secteur con81d~rable, profond de plusieurs cen
tatnes de kilometres de d~sert.

16. Meme ila suite des mesuresrestrictivesqueles
autorit~s tunisielUles avaient prises a. l'encontre de
l'ensemble des forces franqaises stat[onn~es sur leur
territoire, elles avaient admis que lea uniMs saha
riennes de l'eldreme Sud conservent leur mode de vi.e
normal, qui est le nomadisme. Quelquesjours avantles
incidents des 18 et 25 mai, le charge d'affaires de
France avalt pris l'initlatlve de dire a MM. Ladgham
et Mokkadem que nous av10ns, de part et d'autre, un
Int~r~t ~vident il. ne rien changer a. ce modus vivendi.
Le Vice-Pr~sident du Cor,seil et le Min1stre des
affalrea ~trang~res tunisiens en ~taient convenus.

17. Or, le Gouvernement tunisien crut deVoir, alors
qu'aucun motH tir~ de l'attitude des troupes fran<;aises
cantonn~es et Remada ne pouvait justifier une mesure
aussi subite, t1tendre et tout le Sud certaines mesures de
contrOle quHtaientd~jaen vigueur sur le reste du ter
ritolre. 11 a pris, ce faisant, la responsabiltte d'une
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disruption of the status quo and provoked the incident
of Bir Amir on 18 May and the chain reactions which
followed. My point is pro'Jedbythof.actthat there have
been no dilficulties whatever 1n the rest of the terri
tory and that it took these new measures to provoke
the d1ificulties 1n Southern Tunisia.

18. This brief account of the special circumstances
governing the stationing of French forces in Southern
Tunisia enables me to place the lnr-idents which I am
now golng to relate in thefr true context. At the same
time it explains why incidents of that kind, as I have
just pointed out. have never occurred 1-0 the rest of
Tunisla at the other points where French troops are
stationed.

19. I would add that in its explanatory memorandum
[8/4013], the Tunisian delegation begins the account
of these incidents with 19 May 1958: it obviOUSly takes
care not to mention that as early as 15 May the
Tunisian Go1/ernmeut had Withdrawn five companies
of Us army from the frontier in orderto form a force
at Tunis for manoeuvres and intervention. Inaddition,
on 18 May the Tu"isian Government had requisittoned
all stocks of serum, plasma, ligatures and stretchers
at Tunis. Are not these facts clear proof of premedi
tatton on the part of the TunIsian Governme[\t,? How Ls
11 possible in such circumstances to speak of aggres
siOn committed by French troops?

20. However that may be, I should nOW like ta gtVE" thl:'
Council an account of the incidents of these last few
days. On 18 May units of the Sahara Group of South
Tunisia fOund that a barrier had been erected at Bir
Amir by the Tunisian army, contrary to the modus
vivendi to which I have referred; they forced the
barrier and captured eight Tunisian soldiers, who were
released 80011 after. The incident was settled that very
evening by an understanding between the general
commanding the French troope in the South and the
Governor of GaMs; trouble broke out again owing to the
intransigence of the Governor of MMenine and on 20
May large numbers of Tunisian troops, reinforced by
400 armed Civilians, teok up positions at OuedDekouk
facing a French motorl:;:;ed llnll.

Z1. In order to restore calm in the South and to avoid
rllrthe~' incidents, the French m1lltary authorities,
on the morning of 21 May, ordered the motoriz:ed
elements at Oued Dekouk to regroup six kilometres to
the South.

22. While calm was being restored at Remada, Gen
eral Gambiez, in a further effort to reduce tension in
the South, gave orders that four Mistral lighter air
craft, wWch had been sent temporarily to Gaisa as a
precautionary measure alter the incident of 18 May,
should return to their base at Blzerta. ABthe aircraft
were taking off on the morning of 22 May, they were
fired at by Tunisian civilians. Contrary to what has
been said, the aircraft refrained from returning the
fire, alUlOugh lhey were obViouSly entitled to do so in
Sell-defence. It should be noted that the Governor of
Gafsa had been notified, on the evening of the preceding
day. of the departure of the aircraft.

23. The Tunisian army soon joined its fire to that of
the civilian elementEl, which were aiming at the bar
racks in tho town of Gaisa, where the F,"ench Com
mand confined itself to putting isolated snipers out of
action, without the use of heavy arms.

5

rupture du statu quo et a d~clenche l'incident de Bir
Amir, le 18 mai, et lea reactiolls en chafne qui ont
:'iu[vl. La preuve de ce quej'avance, c'estqu'il n'y a eu
aucune dlfficult~ dans le l'este du territoire et qu'il a
fallu ces mesures nouvelles pOur provoquer ces dtffi
Clllt~S dam; le Sud tunisicn.

18. Ce rappel sUCcinct des conditionsparUculi~resdu
stationnement des forces frangalses dans le Sud tu~

nisien permet de replacer les incidellts que je vais
maintenant exposer dans leur v~ritabie contexte. 11
l'ait comprendre en mi'.metemps pourquoldes incidents
du meme genre ne se sont janutis produits, r.omme je
viens de ledtre, dans le reste de la Tunisie, auX autres
points de stationnement des troupes franc;aises.

19. J'ajout~ que, dans son mllmoira expJicatif [.5£
4013], la d~lE!gatlon tunisienne commence au 19 mat
1958 le recit de ces incidents: eUe se garde, ~videm~

ment, d'indiquer que, d~s le 15 mai, le Gouvernement
tunisien avait retire de lafronti~reclnq compagnies de
l'armee pour constltuer avec eUes a Tunis unemasse
de manceuvre et d'Intervention. En outre, des le
18 mni, le Gouvernement tun[slell avait fail requl
sitionner a. Tunis tous Les stocks de serum, de plasma,
de ligatures et de brancards. Ces faits nedemontrent
Us pas 11'evidence la prAm~ditatlondllGouvernement
tunlsien? Comment, dans ces conditions, parler encore
d'agression commise par les troupes fran~aises?

20. Quol qu'iJ en solt, je voudra.is ma1ntena.nt pr6
senter au Conseil la relation des incidents de ces
derniers jours. Le 18 mai, des ~i!!ments du groupe
saharien du Sud tunisien se trouvalent a. Blr_Amir en
presence d'un barrage ~tabll par l'arm!!e tunisienne,
contrairement au modus vi'{endi. q\le je viensde rappe
ler; Hs le forgaient et capturaient huit soldats tu
n1aiona, quI !!taient pell ap~·~s relache:o. L'lncWent
!!taft r~gl~ le soir meme :lla suite d'une entente entre
le g~n~ral commandant le groupe saharlen et le gou
verneur de Gab~s; il rebondlf'll'.ali en l";l.igon rle l'irt_
transigeance du gouverneur de M~denine et, le 20 mai,
d'importants f!Mments de l'arm~e tunisienne, renfor
cf!s par 400 civils arm~6, se trouvaient en position a
la hauteur de 1'oued Dekouk, face :l un f!lement moto
rise fran~aiB.

21. Dans le dessein de restaurer unclimatded~ente

dans le Sud et d'eviter de nouveaux Incidents, les au
tarites militaires fran~aises, dans la matin~e du
21 mal, ordonnaient aIDe ~lements motorises de 1'oued
Dckouk de ...e regrouper a ,six kilumeU·es au Bud.

22. Alors que le calme revenait dans Remada, le
g~neral Gamhlez, pour accentuer le cliroat de d~tente

qu'il avalt tente d'lnstaurer dans le Sud, Ordonnait le
retour a. leur base de Bi:z.erte des quatre avions de
chasse Mistral qui avaient ~tetemporairementenvoy!!s
~_ Gafsa Comme mesure de pr~caution ~ la suit£ de
l'lncident du la mal. Au momentdeleur enVOI, dans la
matinM du 22 mai, ces appareils ~taientl'objet de tirs
d'~l~ment.s clvUs tunisiens. Elen qu'en ~tat manifeste
de lSgitime dMense, le::; aVions, COntrairement ice
qui a ~tE! dit, s'abstinrent de riposter. n Convlent de
noter ~ cet endroit que le gouvernetr de Gafsa avait
~t~ inform ~ la. veille au .soil' du d~art de ces app;u·eila.

23. L'a1"m~e tunisienne joignait bientM ses tl.rs 01 ceux
des ~lements civils qui avaient pris pour objectifs les
casernes de la viIle d~ GafS<L, 00. le commandement
fran~alS limltait sa riposte ll. la neutralisation de
Ureurs isolE!s, sans utiliser sea armes lourdes.
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24. The situation seemed to have returned to normal
when, on the evening af 22 May, following the flight of
a, transport plane at high altitude, the Tunisian army
opened fire with its mortars and heavy guns on the
military camp of Gafsa. The Freud garrison was
comoeIled to return the fire but, as in the morning,
it r~fralned from directing Its fire at the areas tn~
habited by Tunisian civilianS. The exchange of fire
ended when night fell.

25. At the same time the local authorities in Southern
Tunisia adopted or encouraged a series of provoca
tive measures. For instance, regular units 01 the
Tunisian army and the National Guard Were rushed
towards Gafsa and Rem.ada, without any justiiication
and with <lbviously hostile Intentions. In additlon, a
large number of reservlsts were recalled and arms
were distributed to some thousand civilians at Gafsa.
Through<lut TunIsian territory more than 10,000
civilians were thus armed without acequate officer
control, a e~tuation which is likely to lead to serious
incidents.

26. It may legitimately be asked where these weapons
came from, since the Tunisian Governmentconstantly
asserts that it has not even enough small-arms to
complete the equipment of its mHitary forces. The
arms s<l liberally distributed are In fact said to have
been taken from some of Ute large stocks imported
and deposited in Tunisia Jor the Algerian rebels.

27. Mr. SLIM (Tun1s:a) (translated {ram French): I
wish to speak on a point 01 order, Mr. President.

2B. The PRESIDENT: Before calling on the repre
sentative of Tunisia, I would say that I hope it is a
genuine point of order that he wishes to raise. We do
not like to interrupt statements in the CounciL

29. Mr. SLIM (Tunisia) (tralJslated from French):
I wish to apologize for this interruption Hrstly tothe
members of the Security Council and secondly to the
representative of France. It, however, I have raised
a point of order, it is because I believe that the
representative of Fran~e is discussing questions that
are within the domestic juri.'1rlietion of Tunisia and
thus fall within the provisions of Article 2, paragraph 7
of the Charter. As he is raising the question of an
Inquiry regarding the arms which Tunisia is sald to
have ;Jrocured, the French representative might well
in his turn allow me to request an inquiry into the na
ture, origin and true destination of the arms used in
Algeria for bombing Tu::lisia.

30. 1 wish to apologize for thi.s interruption and to
thank you, Mr. President, for havIng allowed me to
speak.

31. The PRESIDENT: r caU on the representative of
France to continue his statement.

32. Mr. GEORGES~PICOT(France) (translated from
Fr.ench): In reply to this interruption, -I should liketo
pOlnt out to the rcprcs.entative u[ Tunisia tllat at this
morning's meeting he intervened In French 1nternal
affairs by taking the text of speeches made in the
French National Assembly as a baBisfordrawingcon~

6

24. La situation semblait revenue au calme quand,
dans la soIr~e du 22 mal, a-l'occasion du passage II
haute altitude d'un aV1an de transport, l'arm~e tu
n1s1enne ouvrait le leu avec sesffi<lrtierset ses armes
lourdes sur le camp militaire de Gafsa. La garnison
rran~a1se ~ta1t contrainte ~ la riposte, mals S'abstint,
CQmme le matin, de diriger ses feux vers les zones
hablt~es par les clvUs tunisiens. Les tirs cessaient a
la tomb~e de la nult.

25. Dans le meme temps, les autorit~slocalesduSud

tunl.sien prenaient ou encourageaient I;ne s~rie de
rnegl.1res provocatrices. C'est ainsi que desunit~sr~_

guli~res de l'arm~e tunisienne et de lagardenationale
!Ul-ent, sall8 aucune JusttfiCatlo:1, envoyaes en toute
Mite vers Gaisa et Rernada, avec des intenUons manI~
festement hostiles. En outre, un grand nombre de r~

servlstes lurent rappelas, et, 1Gafsa, des armes furent
distribu~es ~ un ml.1lier de civl:s. Sur l'ensemble du
territoire tunisien, plUS de lO.OCO civils ont ~t~ ainsI
arm~s, dans des conditions d'encadrement insuf
iisantes qui risquent de provaquer des Incidents
graves.

26, On peut a ban droit s'interroger sur l'origine de
ces armes, alors que le Gouvernement tunisien ne
cesse de pr~tendre qu'll ne dispose meme pas des
armes indivlduelles qui Iut seratent n~cessairespour
assurer 1'~quipement de ses forcesmilitalres. Enfait,
les armes ainsi ditribu~es avec g~n~rosiH! auraient
~t~ pr~lev~es sur une partle des stocks consid~rables
import~s et entrepos~s en Tunisie pour lesbesoinsde~
rebelles alg~riens.

27. M. SLIM (Tunisie): Je demande la parole surune
question d'ordre, Monsieur le pr~sident.

ZB. Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglah;): Avant de
donner la parole au repr~sentant de la Tunisie, je
voudrais lul dire que j'esp~re que c'est une v~rltable

question d'ordre qu'il d~sire soulever. car nous
n'aimons gul:re que les d~claratlonB Bolent inter
rompues.

29. M. SLIM (Tunisie): Monsieur le Pr~sident, Je
m'excuse de cetie interruption, d'abord aupr~s des
membres du CO'1seH, puis aupr~s du repr~sentant de
la France. MOlls, si j'ai souleva une question d'ordre,
c'est parce que j1estime que le repr~Se!ltaIlt de la
France est en traIn de discuter de questiO:Js relevant
:los affnircs int~rieuresde la TUllisie et tombant sous
le coup cie ] 'application de l'Article 2, pal'agraphe 7,
de la Charte. S'aglssant d'enqueter au sUjeldes armes
que la Tunisie se serait procur~es, 11 pourrait me
permettre de demander une enqu~te sur la nature,
1'origine et la varltable destinatlondes armes utilis~es

en Alg~rie et avec lesquenes la Tunisie a at~ bOr:J
bard~e.

30. Je rn' CKCUSC, MOll:;;ieur le Pr~sldent, de cette
interruption, et je VOllS remercie de m'avolr donn~ la
parole. '

31. Le PRESIDENT (!raduit de 1'anglai!U: Je prle le
repr~sentant de la France de bien vouloir poursutvre
son exposa.

32. M. GEORGES_PICOT (France): Pour l'~pondre a.
cetie interruption, je voudrais falre remarquer au
repr~sentant de la Tunisie qu'll est intervenu a- la
s~ance de CB matin dans des affalres int~rleuresfrar.
l;a1ses en prenam le texte de d1scours prOlJonc~s ~

l'Assembl~e natIonale franl;aise pour en tirer des

.
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conclusions de politlque g~n~rale et de politiq'Je ex
tl'!rieure. J'en at d'ailleurs fini avec ce point, mais
je note que la questiondustockageetde la distribution
des armes destin~es aux rebelles alg~rlensestconsi

d~r~e par la Tunisie comme une question d'ordre
lnt~rieur tunisienne.
33. A Gab~s, le 24 mai dans la matln~e, un blocus
complet de la garnison fram;aise ~talt ~dicM par le
gouverneur. cependant que, le m~me jour, le gou
verneur de la province de M~denine ordonnait la
coupure de toutes les wmmunications etl'interdiction
du ravitaijlement du poste de Remada. violant ainsi
daliMr~ment les dispositions adopt6es le 15 i~vrier

1958 par le Gouvernement tunisien au sujet du modus
vivendi des troupes fran~ai5es en Tunisie. Ces
mesures gen~ralisaes indiqualent clairement que le
Gouyernement tunisien, 0'.1 d tout le moins les autorltes
locales, se li'{ralent ~ une manreuvred~llberee tendant
~ concentrer le maximum de moyens contre Remada,
tout en neutralisant Gafsa et Gab~s, de mani{!re:t pro
voquer un incident grave pour tenter de detruire ou
d'expulser par la violence le5 faibies garniBons fran
c;aises r~gulierement. stationn~es clans le sud de la.
Tunlsie.
34. En revanche, des instructions tr~s strtctes
avalent at~ dC)llnaes par le Gm.:vernement franc;ais au
commandement sup~rieur des troupes fran~aises en
Tunisie, en '1ue d'aviter tout incident et de veiller ~

ce que les difficultlls aventuelles demeurentlocalis~es.
Parall~lernent, le charg~ d'affaires par int~rim de
Franc.e a. Tunis - en l'absence du charge d'affaires,
qui avalt ~t~ convoqu~ a. Paris pour exa.miner les pos
sibiiit6s d'un r~glement d'ensemble des probl~mes

franco-tunisiens - restait en contact permanent avee
le Gouvernement tunislen et bi donna;t l'assurance
qu'aucune initiative ne serait prise par les troupes
franc;aises qui puisse compliquer la situation.

35. Lea incidents n'en reprtrent pas moins du fait
des initiatives tunisiennes. C 'est ainsi que des renforts
affIualent dans la r~glon de Remada pendant toute la
journ~e du 24 mal, en meffie temps que le Gouver
nement tunisien ordonnait a. aes ressortissants d'~·

vacuer le village.
36. Fac.e it cette menace, toujours dans un souc:d'a
paisement, le commandementfranf;alslolOai regroupait
son dispositif sur Remada, etnos forcesallaient main
tenant se troU\'er face a. une acUon offensive d' ensemble
ore;ani,,4e et orchestrlle AI' I:1ch-alon 10 plus t"!lcvt"!. C' est
clans ces c.ond\.tions que, le 24mai, 1'arml!e tunistenne,
reniorc~e d~ plusieurs centaines de civils arm~E,en

cerclait Remada, attaqJait un tamionde ravitaHlement
et ouvralt le feu sur -:.In ~lement du groupe saharien
staUonne ! proximite du terrain d'aviation. Nos
troupes, qui n'ont ripost~ que 35 minutes plus tard,
~taient contraintes de resserrer leurdispositif autour
du bcrdj et du terrain ::l'aviation. Le 25 mai a l'aube,
la llltuatton devenait difficl1e, car les assaiUants
l!taient appuy~s par des mortiers lourds. C'est clans le
dessein de degager ces troupes et pour ~viter leur
extermination que le commandement fran'lais faisait
intervenir <l 7 h. 30 du matin, le 25 mal - et non pas
ie 26 comm£: l'indique le texte de la plainte tu
nisienne - des chasseurs et deux bombardiers, quilui
permetta1ent de reprendre I 'initiative et de disperser
les assaUlants. Cette aifaire, qd acnfiMauxFranC;ais
6 tu~s, 14 bless~s et 10 v~hiculeB endommag~s, cons
tituait en fait de la partdela Tunisie un v~ritable acte
de guerre, une v(:ri.table agresston.

7

35. lncidents broke out again, however, upon Tunisian
instigatio:t. Thus Tunisian reinforcements flowed into
the Remada area throughout 24 May, while the
Tunisian Government ordered its nationals to evacu
ate the village.

clus~ons on general policy and foreign policy. In any
case, I have no more to say on this matter, but I note
that the question of stocking and distributing arms in~

tended for the Algerian rebels is considered by
Tunisia as an internal Tunisian question.

34. The French Government, however, had given
very strIct inetructions to the Frenth High Command
in TunIsia, so as to avoid all incidents and to ensure
that any difficulties would remaIn localized. At the
same time the French Acting Charg~ d'Affaires at
Tunis, in the absence of the Charg~ cl' Ai:faires who
had been called to Paris to examine the possibility of
an over-all settltlilltlnt of Franco-Tunisian problems,
'NaB in constant contact with the Tunisian Govern
:Jlent and was giving it assurances that no steps would
be taken by French troops to complicate the situaUon.

33. At GaMs on the morning of 24 May a complete
blockade of the French garrison ""as decreed by the
Governor, while on the same day the Governor of the
Province of M~denine ordered all communications to
be cut and forbade the sending of s\lpplies to the post
at Remada, thus deliberately violating the provisions
adopted on 16 February 1958 by the Tunisian Govern
ment regarding the modus vivendi of French troops
in Tunisia. The/le general measure::; clearly showed
that the Tunisian Governreent or at the very least the
local authorities were undertaking a deliberate ma
noeuvre to concentrate the greatest show of strength
against Remada and were at the same time neutralizing
Gaisa and Gab~s, the intention being to provoke a
serious incident in order to try to destroy or bring
about the forcible expulsion of the small French
garrisons regularly stationed in Southern Tunisia.

36. Faced with this threat the local Frenchcommand,
still guided by peaceful inten11ons, regrouped its
troops on Remada; our forces noW found themselves
facing over-all offensive action organized and planned
at the highest level. It was in these circumstances
that on 24 May the Tunisian Army, reinforced by
several hundred armed civilians, encircled Remada,
attacked a. supply lorry and opened fire on a unit of
the Sahata group stationed near the airfield. Our
troops which returned the fire only thlrty-fiveminutes
later were obliged to draw closer round the bardj and
airfield. At dawn on 25 May the situation became
difficult because the attackers were supported by heavy
mortars. It was to disengage these troopllandto avoid
their extermination that the French command at 7.30
a.m. on 25 May, and noton26 May as stated in the Tu
dsian complaint, J::rought in fighters and two bombers
which gave the troops an opportunity to regain the
l~itiative and disperse the assaHanta. ThiS incident
which cost the French 6 killed, 14 wounded and 10
damaged vehiCles, was in fact an act of war committed
by Tunisia, a true act of aggression.
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37. The French retaliation w.. s no more than an aet
of legitimate sell-defence. The local command in
particular took constant care to avoid civilian losses
opening fire only as a last resort, A commando unit
of armed Tunisian civHjans, on the other hand, did
not hesitate to set fire to two dwelling houses nor
deliberately to use the village school as a base for
directing fire on the French garrison, thus making1t 
self responsible for the death of the head of the school
and of his famlly.

38. In Nlls connexion and following upon the accusa
tions made this morning by Mr. Mongi Slim I should
like to put the following explanations before the
Council.

39. While the fighting was going on, the Remada
school was used by Tuni.sian armed units as a point
from which to fire against the bordj occupied by the
Frer.ch troops. These troops were compelled to replY
to the fire in sell-defence. The Tunisian 'JnHs then
withdrew from the school and in their turn opened
machine-gun and mortar fire on this building, which
they thought had been occupied by the French after
t'1eir withdrawal.

40. It therefore appears that Mr. Bechir Nabhani
and his family were caught between two fires and
were urJortunately hit by some of the shots exchanged.
This we deeply regret. The bodies of the principal
of the Remada school and of th.e members of hiS
family were found on 26 May by Lieutenant Lichtlen
commanding the lOth Battalion of the Eahara Group
of South Tunisia. Lieutenant Lichtlen sent in a report
to his superiors giving all details of the circum~

stances in which the bodies were found. This report
was transmitted on 30 May to the Tunisian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs through the French Embassy at
Tunis,

41. In addition, on 28 May the sites of the graves
were shown by the French military authorities to the
members of a mission sent to the spot by the Tuni
sian Red Crescent. The military autnodties allowed
this mission to undert.ake an examination of the tombs
quite freely and without restraint. In the afternoon of
29 May a new mission came before the local military
commander and requested that it should again be
shown the site of the graves. The military authorities
immediately agreed to this request. No information
has reached them regarding the results of the inquiry
carried out by the Red Crescent.

42. Lastly, as is borne out by the information given
by the French Embassy at Tunis to the Tunisian Minis·
try of Foreign Affairs, the Frenchmilitaryauthorities
are doing all in their power to continue their investi
gation in order to ascertain the fate of Mr. Tahar
Boudhraa, a visiting examiner at the Remada school.

43. The French Embassy has protested to the Tuni
sian Government regarding the erroneous Interpre
tation put upon these facts by the latter, an interpre
tation Which tends to show that thedeathof Mr. Bech!r
Nabhani and of the members of his family was a
deliberate act of "assassination" by the French sol
diers.
44. At the same time, the Tunisian authorities con
tinued to reinforce Galsa, where more than 2,000 armed
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37. La riposte frant;aise n'a~t~qu'une r~actiondel~
gltime d~fense. Le commandement local, en partl
culler, s' est ronUnuellement souci~d' l!viter des pertes
civiles, n'ouvrant le feu qu'llla toute dernillre exirl!
m1tl!, Par contre, un commando de civils tunisiens
arm~s n'a pas h~8it~ a mettre le feu :l deux maisons
d'habitation, ni <t utiliser d~libar~ment l'l!cole du
village pour l'installation d'une base de feu dlrig~e

contre la garnison francatse, se rendantainsirespon
sable de la mort du directeur de l'ecole et de sa
famille.

38. Ace sujet, <t1a 5uitedesaccusationsporMes Ala
5~ance de ce matin par M. Slim, je voudrals donner au
ConseU les explications suivantes.

39. Au cou,s des combats, l'ecole de Remada a ~t~

util1sl!e par des ~ll!ments arm~s tunisiens pour ef
Iectuer des tirs contre le bordj occup~ paries troupes
franc;aises. Celles-ci se sont trouv~esdans 1'obligation
de riposter pour se dl!fendre. Lea ~U!ments tur.islens
se sont alors retir~s de l'~cole et ont Aleur tour
d~clencll~ des tirs d'armes automatiques et de mor
tiers sur ce ba-timent que, a. la suite de leur replf, Us
croyaient occupl! par les FranCais.

40. 11 apparait donc que M. Bechir Nabhani et sa
famille ant ~t~ ainsi pris entre deux feux et ont
malheureusement eM atteints par certains des pro
jectiles ~changes. Nous le dl!plorons vivement, Les
corps du directeur de l'ecole de Remada et des
membres de sa famille ant ete retrouv~s par le lieu~

tenant Lichtlell, commandant le lO~me bataiIlon du
groupe saharien du Sud tunisien, dans la journ~e du
26 mal. Cet officier a adressl! a ses sup~rieurs hil!
rarchiqu8S un compte rendu donnant toutespr~cisions
sur les conditions dans lesquelles les corps ont etl!
decouverts. Ce document a eM communiqul! le 30 mai,
par les soins de 1'ambassade de France il Tunis, au
Secrt1tariat d'Etat tunisien atL"{ affaires l!trangllres.

41. D'autre part, les emplacements des tombes ant
~te montr~s, le 28 mal, par leB autorites milital.res
fram;aises aux membres d'une mission envoyl!e sur
place par le Croissant-Rouge tunisien. Les autorites
militaires ont laiss~ cette mission proeMer en toute
libert~ et hors de tolitcontroleo1Pexamendes tombes.
Le 29 mal, dans l'apr~s-midl, une nouvelle mission
s'est prl!sent~e au commandement mllitaire local eta
demalld~ que lul soft a nouveau indique I'emplacement
des tombes. Les autorites militaires ont imm~diate
ment acced~ <\ cette demande. Aucune lndlcation ne
leur est parvenue sur les resultats de l'enquE!te ef
Iectu~e par le Croissant-Rouge,

42, Enfin, ainsi que l'ambassade de France a Tunis
l'a fait savoir au Secrl1talre d'Etat tunislen aux af
faires ~trang~res, lea autorit~smilitaires fran<;aises
font toute diligence pour pDursuivre les recherches en
vue de dMerminer le sort de M. Tahar Boudhraa, ins
t1tuteur en mission d'examen ;.\ l'ecole de Remada.

43. L'ambassade de France a protestl! aupr~s du
Gouvernement tun isleI'. contre les interpr~tati<lns

erronees dOlm~es par eelul_ci et qui tendent a. pr-e
senter la mort de M. Beehir Nabhani et des membres
de sa famille comme un ~assassinat~ d~libl!r~ment

commis par les soldats frant;als.

44. ParallMement ~ 1'action d~crite plus hallt le8
autoritas tunlslennes continuaient a renforcer G~sa,
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men were concentrated: 200 from the Tunisian Army
(soldiers of the NaUonal Guard), 1,200 armed civilians
and 600 to 800 Algerian rp.hp,ls from the El Guetal'
Camp. Tl':ts makes for a dangerous and explosive
situation which can only lead to new acts of violence,
and we ask the Council to invite the Tunisian au
thorities, there as elsewhere, to return to the status
9';10 ante 15 May 1958. ~-~

45. It seems to be be)iOnd question that in all these
inc:dents Tunisian units have consistently been the
first to open firej this is proved by the official order
to attack given from Tunis by the colonel who is ChLef
of Staff of the TJ.nisian Army. This order to attack
was intercepted by the French radio network, a fact
which has been brought to the attention of the Tunisian
Government.

4G. Thus, not only has France notinstigated an attack,
but it is the French forces which have been attacked.
Despite that, France, as I have alreadJ mentioned, is
ready to negotiate a general settlement satisfactory to
both countries.

47. If France had found among tbe Tunisian au
thorities representatives who were aware of the
duties imposed upon a State by the Charter of United
Nations and by the fundamental principles of relations
between states, all the difficulties which have tocla)'
been reported to the CouncH would have been settled
long ago.

48. The Council should clearly recognizethatFranc€
is justified in stating that Tunisia has not always shown
itself worthy of the r.onfid",nce placed in it. The Tuni
sian Government seems to believe that it is possible
to demand anything and at the same time to do entirely
as it pleases. It claims that it is capable of assuming
international responsibtllties which are sanctioned
by treaties; but It wants at the samp. timf1 to :ree it
self of the commitments it has assumed. Agreements
which stand in its 'Way are called "Obsolete"; this
word which was part of the language used by the man
who plunged the world into a fearful war is certai.nly
not such as to inspire confidence.

49. The Tunisian Government constantly calls for
respect of its sovereignty. But it wis:1es neither to
refrain, as the Charter enjOins, from interfering in
matters wh:ch are the sole concern of another country,
nor, as the principles of law demand, toensure control
over its frontiers.

50, The Tunisian Government asserts that it respects
the status quo, and when it upsets it, It tries to justify
itself on the gronncts of "legitimate self_de£ence".lt
closes consulates and expels or imprisons French
nationals. These it claims to be "precautionary meas
ures', It 1:tflames the ~>ublic mind; it distributes
arms to the population; it calls for violence against
France and such calla have already been follower! by
numerous incidents; it organizes attacks against
French troops and all this according to its view
amounts to "precautionary measures". It authorizes
armed operations from its territory; it lends support
to a rebel organization: it favours the smuggUng of
armS; this, according to the President of the State, is
"a sacred duty".

51. It is not by Such machinations and even less by
vehement appeals to international public opinion that

011 se concentraient plus de 2.000 hommes arm~s:

200 hommes de l'arm~e tunisienne (ceux de la garde
nationale), 1.200 ci.vH~ armt;1s, etde600a.800 rebelles
alg~riens venus du camp d'EI-Guettar. Il y a la. une
situation explosive dangereuse qui ne peut conduire
qu'<1. de nouveaux actes de violence, etnousdemandons
au Conseil d'inviter le3 autorit~s tunisiennes, 1<1.
comme ailleurs, a. raYenir B-'J. statu quo ant~l·ieuc au
15 mai 1958,

45. n apparait de fat,;on indiscuta.ble que, dans taus
ces incidents, l'initiative de I 'ouverture du feu a I:!t~

r~guli~rement le fait d'uniMs tunisiennes, ainsiquele
IJrouve l'orc1re d'attaque formel donnt:! de Tunis par le
colonel chef d'l:!tat-maJor de l'arm~e tunislenne. eet
ordre d'attaque a ~tl:! intercepM par les services de
radio franl1ais, et ce fait a I:!tl:! port~ a. la connaissance
du GOllvernement tunis:en,

46. Ainsi, non seulerr.ent il n'y a pas eu d'agression
de la part de la France, mais ce sont les forces fran~

I<aises qui ont I:!tl:! attaqul:!es, Malgr~ cela, la France,
comme je 1'11.1 dl:!jA indiqul:!, accepte de n~l;oC\er un
r~glement g~nl'lral satisfaisa~t pour les deux pays,

47. Si la France avai~ trouv~, aupr~s des autoriMs.
tunisiennes, des interlocuteurs conscientsdesdevoirs
qU'imposent a un Etat les obligations de la Charte des
Nations Unies et les principes fondamentaux des re
lations el1tre F.tats, toutes lea dlfficult6s dont i~ COnseil
a entendu aujou::d'hui :'exposl:! auraient ete reso1ues
depuis longtemps.

48. Le Conseil voudra blen reconnattreque la France
est fond~e a. afiirmer que la Tunisle ne s'est pas
toujours IIIouLrE;e dlgne des marques de confiance qui
lui avaient et.:! prodigul:!es. Le Gouvernement tunisien
semble croire qu'U esl possible de taut exiger et, en
meme temps, de tout faire. II seprl:!tend capable cl'as
sumer des responsabiW~s internationales qui se tra
duisent par des trait~sj maLs it veut, eJlIl1~nw temps,
s'affranchtr des engagements so\lscrits, Les accords
qui le genent sont pour lui "depass~s"; ce terme, qui
appartient au langage de l'homme qUiplongeale monce
dans une guerre effroyable, n'est certes pas fait pour
inspirer r.onfiance.

49, Le Gouvernement tunisien invoque constamment
le respect de sasQuverainete,Maisilneveut ni s'abs
tenir> comme la Charte lul en fait un devoIr, de s'jn~

g~rer dans des affaires qui rell:\vent de 1:< compe.tenc9
exclusive d'un autre p"ys, ni assurer le contr6le de
ses irontl~res, CDmme lespl'incipes dudroU l'exigent.

50. Le Gouvernement :unisien pretend respecter le
statu quo, mais il y parte atteinte en essayant de se
justifier par la "legitime dMense". II ferme des consu·
lats, 11 expulse 011 emprisonne des ressorUssants
fran~ais. Ce sont ll\, al'en croire, des "mesures de
prl:!caution". 11 echauffe les esprits, U distJ·:bue des
armes a la population; l.l 1ail des appels \lla violence
~(fntre la France, appels d~j;). suivi$ de nombreu.x
incidents; il monte des attaques contre lea troupes
fral'l~aises: ce SOllt encore, selon lui, des "I:leSUre8
de prl'lcauUon". II autorlse rles op~rations arm~es a.
partir de son territoire; il apporte un appui a une
organisation rehel\e; il favorise ia eontrehanrlfl d':<r.
mes: c'e&1., selon le pr~sldent de cet Etat, "un devoir
sacre" .

51. Ce n'est pas par des agissementsdecettenature,
ce n'est pas davantage par des appels vehements a

,
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Franco-Tunisian problems will be settled; this can
be done only by negotiation and by showing respect for
commitments entered into.

52. The tactics of Tunisia, which consist in bringing
before the Security Council incidents which it has
itself provoked, must deceIve no one. It is to thwart
this manoeuvre and to throw full light on the question
that my Government, in its turn,hasfound it necessary
to lodge a complaint against these Tunisian machina
tions.

53. My Government has given sufficient demonstra
tion of its good Inte:1tions for there to be no need to
rflturn to that question. We are ready today, as we
were yesterday and shall be tomorrow, to settle the
problems dividing us from Tunisia through friendly
negotiation. Negotiaeons cannot, however, be carried
out under threat or in an atmosphere of unrest and
popular uprisings leading to incidents over which the
Government might lose control. Tunisia must realize
that such attemptB at inUmidatlon can do no good.

54. If, however, the Tunisian authorities, as is their
dUty, put [to end to their campaign 01 provocation agamst
the French troops and return to tl.e status quo ante
15 May, then negotiations, which even at -this moment
have not been broken off, can be continued and yield
results. The Tunisians constantly demand respect for
their r1tenity; but their Impatlenco and the pressure to
which they are subjected by the Algerian rebels should
net make them forget theIr real interest which goes
hand-in-hand with respect for the dignlty of others.

55. For that reason, I ask the Security Council to
adjourn after inviting Tunisia, in accordance with
Article 33 of the Charter, to continue the negotiations
now in progress wlli. France and to re-establish
lmmediately within its borders. by return to the
status quo ante 15 May, the conditions necessary to
ensure a speedy conclusion of those negotiations
satisfactory to both cOl.1ntries.

56. Outlining French policy in hiB investit1Jre speech
on 13 May 1958, Mr. Pflimlin, who was then President
of the Council and is a member of the new Govern
ment, said among other things:

WDespite the legitimate irritation felt by our
people and by Parliament at the attitude adopted by
Tunisia [.•_.] towards the Algerian rebellion, the
Government will strive to establish with Tunisia
[.•.1relations based on mutual respect for sover
eignty and the inviolability 0; frontiers. We shall do
this to avoid further deterioration of relations the
maintenance of whicr. is unquestionably ln the com
mon 1sI.terest of France and [Tunisia]. TJ.e diffi
culties at the present time must not lead us 10
sacrifice without absolute necessity the heritage of
the P::l.st of whLch the Frenchmen w];o work [...] in
Tunisia are a liVing example; thepresentdiliiculties
do not entitle us to give up hope of seeing the estab
lishment of a union embracing France and the
Maghrlb, dictated as :t Is by geography and justified
by hist()ry anti one of whose essential aims mlght
well be the exploitation of the riches of the Sahara.

"The Government will without delay Open nego
tiations with [..•J Tun~s to settle the questions

10

l'opinion lnternaUonale, que les probMmes franco
tunisiens seront rilsolus; c'est seulement pat la n~

gociatLon et le respect de.s engagements souscritl'l.

52. La tactigue de la Tunlsie, qui consiste a saistr le
Consen de sacuritil d'incidents qu'eHe a elle-m@me
provoquils, ne doit tromper personne. C'eat pour
diljouer cette manceuvre et pour que toute la lumi~re

soU f!lite que mon gouvernement s'est vu dans la
n~cessit~ de formuler <l son tour une plainte contre
les agissements tunlsiens.

53. Man gouvernernent a sullisamment d~montril sa
boMe volont~ pour qu'll soit inutile d'y revenir. Nous
SQllHUeS pret:;; aujourd'hul, comme nous l'~tions hier
et con:me nous le serons demaln,:I, ragler, par ia voie
des n~gociations amiables, les problerr.es qui nous
oppoBent <l la Tunisie, Mais on ne :1~gocie pas sous la
menace, daus une atmosphered'ilmeutea et d'eJ'citation
populaire, g~n~ratrice d'illcidentl:i dunt le gouver
nement risque de perdre le contr61e. IJ faut que la
Tunlsie sache bien que ces tentatives d'intimidationne
peuvent rien rapporter.

54. En revanche, si les autorit~stunisierJles, comme
c'est leur deVOir, font cesser leur campagne de pro
vocation contre les troupes fran<;a;ses, reviennent au
statu quo antE!rieur au 15 mal, alors la nagociation

qui, meme en ce moment, n'est pas interrompue _
~ourra se poursuivre et aboutir <1 des r~sultats. Les
TunisIens Invaquent sans cesse le respect de leur
digniM; mais leur impatience et les pressions dont
Us sont l'objet de la part des rebelles alg~riens ne
dolvent pas leur faire oubller leur v~ritable int~ret,

qul va de palr avec le respect de :a dignita d'autrui.

55. C'est pourquoi je demande au ConseildesacuriM
de s'ajourner, apr~s avoir lnvlt/l La Tunisie A pour
sulvre, conform~menta.1'Article 33 de la Chute, lea
nilgoc1ations en cours aveclaFrance, et a. riltablir im
m(ldIatomcnt sur son terrltolre, par Ull retuurau statu
quo antilrieur au 15 rr.ai, les conditions propres :l as
surer une conclusion rapidedeces nagociations, satis
faisante pour lea deux pays.

!io. DMinlssant la politique fran~nisc dans 80n dis
cours d'investiture du 13 mai 1958, M. Pflimlin, alors
president du ConseH, et qui faitpart:e dunOllveau gou
vernement, avait nota:nment dilclar~:

WMalgri! I ':rrlta.tlnn 14gitime ressentie par notre
peuple et par le Parlement devant l'attitude prise
par la Tunisie [ ...} ~ l'~gard de la r~beJljon alg~

tienne, le gouvernement s'efforcera d'atabllr avet;
la Tunisie [... ] des relations fond~es sur le respect
mutuel des souveralnetils et l'invinlabHit~ d~s fron_
Heres, Nous agirons ainBI pour eViter que ne se
dilt~riorent davantage des relations dont lemaintien
r~pond indiscutablement J. l'inMret commun de la
France et [de la TunisleJ. Les d1ffi~uIMs du temps
prilsent ne doivent pas nous conduire a. sacrlf1er sans
nilcessitil absolue l'Mritage du pass~, dont lea
Franr;ais qui travaiUent [... ] en Tor.isie sont le vivant
ti!moignage; elles nenousa.utoriseT.t pasi renoncer a.
l'espofr de voir s'instaurer une union franco~

maghr~blne commandile par la gilographie, just1fi~e

par l'histoire, et dont l'exploitationdesrichessesdu
Sahara pourrait @tre l'un des objectlfs essentiels.

"Dans l'immildiat, le gouvernement engagera des
nilgoc1at1ons [...] avec Tunis pour ragler les ques.

,
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under dispute without sacrificing any of our basic
inteTests.

"Even if we can brook no interference by our
neighbouTS in Algeria. even if we must hold our
selves ready on the frontiers to repel aggression,
we cannot blame [... ] Tunisia for Wishing an end to
tile hostilltles in Algeria which are for [Itl a source
of concern and anxiety [.••J". "

67. To this President Bourguiba replied that he dis
trusted the intentions of the military command 1:1
Algiers. that the Commander-in-Chief of the French
troopS in Tunisia had made disquieting statements,
and lastly that he believed the French Government to be
too weak to carry out its policy. The military com
mand in Algiers has, however, given assurances that
it was in no way seeking to interfere with Tunisian
sovereignty, the general commanding the French
fo:,ces in Tunisia has categorically denied tile state
ments attributed to him, an::1 I do not think that Presi
dent Bourgutba can reasor.ably claim that there il:l a
weak Government in Paris; thus all the pretexts which
have been evoked fall to the grour.d. In addition, did
not President Bourguiba himself say that General de
Gaulle was in his view the only man capable of settling
Franco-Tunisian problems? Let him therefore trust
him.

58. In these circumstances, 1 renew my request to
the Security Council to adjourn, after calling on
Tunisia, in conforrr.ity with Article 33 of the Charter,
to proceed with the negotiations now in progress with
France and to rett:rn to the status quo ante 15 May,
restoring forthwith w1thin :ts borders the conditions
neceSsary for a rapid conclusion of these negotiations
to the satisfaction of both countries.

59. Mr. SLIM (TuniSia) {translated from Ftench): If
1 may, Mr. President, I shoult:llike to remove some
of the misunderstandfngs which appear to have arisen
between the French delegation and my own. You will
appreciate that I should like to make a careful study
of the statement which the French rtlpreBent:dive has
just made before replying to It, which I propose to at
the next meeting, if you agree. 1 shall at present
confine myself to clearing up a number of misappre
hensions.

60. In the first place, in his statement the French
representative appeared to interpret what,1 said about
the good offices mission to mean that I regarded it
as a failure, as a dead ietter. However, my exact
words were: "••• a few hours after th1s acceptance"
Le., the acceptance of the agreement of 15 March
195B-"a governme'ltal cris1s broke out in France,
de1.aylng the implementation of the agreemenP. I also
added: "For this reason, tea, the good offices mis
sion of the United Kingdom and the United States was
suspended". [819Ull11eeUllg, para. 17J. Th181a alltllal
I said. There is no question of my delegation con
sidering the work of the goad offices mission, which
was the ground for the Security Council's adjourn
ment on 18 February 1958. as being at an end. On the
contrary, we regard the mission as still in being; we
are still relying on Its assistance and I should like
to think that this was also the French Government's
intention, it 1 rightly understood the French repre
sentative's statemerL

11

hons litigieuses .
essentiels. sans sacrlfier aucun de nOf:! (llt~r(!ts

"Si nous ne po vo d
nos voislns en ~ ne a mettre aUCune lnt-:Creneede
p At I 19arie, si IlOUS elevons llO~U.> tcnir
n~~sS "s~r !;l8 flronti~res arepousser toute agression

" saur ons falre grief [ J <1 '
souhalter la fin des hostllit~s ~.~ Alg~~I;u;~~i:o~~
pour [eUel une cause de truJble etd'Inqul~t~de[...).1I

57. A cela le pr~sjd t D
m~f1ait de~ it t" en ourguiba a repondu qu'llse
d'Al n en Ions du commandement milttalre
fra g:~ ~ q~ le c0n:'mandant sup~rteur do:; troupe:,;
qUi~f:n~:: :n~UIJIS1e, .avait fait. des cU!c1arations in.
f .' n, qu 11 trouvalt le gouverllcment
rangalS trop faible )lOur r~aliser sa politique Or le
co~mandementmllitatre d'Ager a donne l'as~ura~ce
qu 11 ne. cherehait :'lullemcnt a. porter attcilrte ;1 la
s?uveramete ~nisjcnne, le g~Mral commandant gUP~
TIeur en T.unisle a dE!menti cat~goriquement leg d~cla
rations qUI ~uiavaientt1t~attrlbll~es, etjenc pCnse pas
que le preSl~ent Bourguiba pUisse, raisonnablement,
pr~t~ndre qu U y a un gouvernement bible:\ Paris.
alnSl, taus le8 pr~lextes qui avalent 6tC invoque~
tombent. ~'autre part, le president Bourgulba r.'a-t-il
pas dlt IUl-m~me que le g~neral de Gaulleetait it son
a.vis, le se.ul homme capable de r~gler Les problt!mes
franeo-tumslens7 Qu'il lui fasse done confiance.

58. C'est dans ces condltior.s que je renouvCllle ma
de~an?e .au Conseil de securlte de s'ajourner. a[Jr~s
avolJ' Invite la Tunlsle ~ pounuivre, conformement;1
l'Article 33 de la Charte, les negociatlona ell COUl"S
avec la France, et ~ retablir Imm~cUatementSur son
terrltolre, par un retour au statu quo anttlr1eur au
1'5 mai, 1e8 conditions propres i1. assurer une conclu
sIon rapids dc ces n€gociatlolls, 8atlsJabOlnte p<Jur ies
deux pays.

59. M. SLIM (Tunisie); Avec votre permission,
Monsieur le 'PreSident, je vals seulement dissiper
cerbins malentendu5 quI semblent extster cntrc la
d~l~gation fran~aise et la mie~me. Vous comprcndrez
que le discours que Vient de faire le repr6sentallt de
la France merite de ma part une etucle <lpproIOIIQle et
une r~ponse que je me r~serve de fairel1a prochaine
s~ance, avec votre accord. Pour l'instant, 11 m'ap
partient de dissiper certaines I!quivoques.

60. Tout d'abord, l.e repr~sel\t:l.nt de la France, dans
son expos~, a semble comprendre que, lorsque
j'uvnis parlt1 de la miSSion anglo_nmt1ricainc de bons
offices, j'avais dit que je la ccnsid6rais ~omme ayant
~chou~ et n'~tant plus en cause. Or, J'al dit ceci,
exactement: •... quelques heures apr~s cetteaccepta
tion _ c'est-~-dire l'acceptation de l'accord du
15 mai 1958 _ eut lieu la cri se mlnisMrteJle en
France qui en retarda l 'ex~cution". J'ai ajoutll: nDe
ce fait' aussi, l'acUan des bc-ns offices anglo-:t.m~
r1cajns se trouvaU atre suspendue." [B1S~n)e 5(!ance,
par. 17.J C' est tout ceque j 'a! dlt. Il n' est pas qucst~on

pour roa d~l~gation de eons1d~rerI'action de la miSSIOn
de bons offices, sur la base de laquelle le Conseil de
securit~ s'etait aiourn~ le 18 f~vrler1958,comn~eune

action qui aurait pris :In. Au contralre, nous la Gonsl
d~rons comme toujours valab1e, nouS fatsons encor~

el 1 eUe et j'aime ~ crolre que telle ~tait au~sl
app, , "' J'~l blenl'intentior. du Gouvernement lran~a s, :,;
compris l'intervention du repr~sentant de la France.
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61. I should also like to think that the French
Governt1ent-and we should be glad to have a specUic
statement to this effect-still regards U1e compromise
agreement of 15 March 1958 as valid and would be
prepared to carry 1t tnto effect as quickly as possible.

32. I have made these remarks in view of the French
representative's apparent mish,t",rpretatio:l of what I
said at the 819th meeting.

6~. In the second place, the French representative
referred this morning to a rather serious sttuatl(Jn
in Tunisia and read out a letter addressed to the
President of the Securily CouncU [819th meeUng,
paras. 81 10 1l3]. I very much regretto have to inform
the Council that [ sent an urgent telegram to the
Secretary-Ge:leral yesterday which h3.5 not Yl:!t, so f<u'
as I know, been distributed and, with the President's
permission, I should like to read it out:

~A report from Paris alleges that the French au ..
UlorltLel:l hRI'e intercepted a messageorderingTuni
s:lan troops to attack the French troops stationed at
Remadll. tomorrow." (i,e. this morning). The dis
/lemination of this falJricatlon on the eve of the
Security Council meeting constitutes a diversionary
manoeuvre.

~Any incidents which might occur in the area of
Remadll. or elsewhere will be caused by French
troops, whIch continue to contravene the TunisIan
uovern:nent's decision to prohibit any movement on
their part. The French troops alone would bear the
consequences of their failure to comply with that
declslo:l. The Tcnislan Government declines here
and now to accept any responsibility."

64. I am very glad to be able to state that it is now
almost 10 p.m. Tunisian local time and th:o..t no attack
has been made today by Tunisian troops on French
troops 1'n Tunisia nor haa any serions fnc ident arisen.

6l). Nevertheless, the letter from the Permanent
Representative of France to the President of the
Security CouncU, which was rf>~d at the 819th moet
ing, and the telegram I sent yesterday to the Secretary~

General of the United Nations, which I have just men·
tioned, clearly indicate that we are facp.d with n very
tense situation. That is why I venture to press-and it
ma}' be that on this point I agree in substance with the
French representative-for observance of the statml
quo by the French troops stationed in Tunisia as well
as by the Tunisian authorities; the operative date in
thLs respect is not 15 March as the French repre
sentative asserts, but 14 March-I wish to make thiB
point clear because troop movements in Tunisia
started 01\ 14 March. I formally request that the
Security Council shOUld decide forthwith as a matter
of urgency that the security measures which were
reported to the President of the Security Council on
13 Fehruary 1958 [S/~9l)1] and were approved by the
good o1f1ces mission should remah in ~peration. I
also wish to request that the arrangements for the
delivery of: foad tluppl1es Only to the French forces,
an which Tunisia gave the Secretary-General the
lUldertaldng set out in the alde-memoire of 16 February
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61. Je voudrds crotre aussi que le GOllvernement
fran~ais - et nous aimerions recevolr une telle
pr~clsion - consid~re toujours Comme valable l'ac
cord de comp,omis du 15 mars 1958, et serait pret
a le mettre a ext1cution le plus rapidement possible.

62. Voila ce que j 'avais a. dire pour dissfper un
malcntcndu qui a sembl~ >lu!'g1r entre la declaration
~ue j'ai falte a. la 819 st1ance et celle du repr~sentant

de la France.

63. D'autre pa.rt, le repr~6entant de la France a fait
Hat Ala seance de ce matind'une situation assez grave
en Tunlsle, en Usa:lt line lettre qui a l!t~ adresst1e le
ler juin au Pr~side:J.t du Conseil de 8~curiM [819~me

s~a.nce, par. 81 A 83J, Ace propos, je regrette profon
d~ment de devoir signaler que j'avais envoy~ hier un
lt11~gramme urgent au Secr~taire g~n~ral, qui n'a pas
encore, a. ma connaissance, ett1distril;lue. Aussi vais- je
me permettre, avec l'autorisaUon du Prt1sident, de
donn~r let;lul'e de ca tc;i~graIr',me, adresst1 au Secrt1
taIre gt1n~ral de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies:

"Une information emanant de PariRpl'etend que Les
autor1Ms fram;aises auraient intercepte un mes.sage
donnant l'ordre aux troupes tunistennes d'attaquer
dema1n - c'est-il.-dire ce maHn -lestrotipesfran_
r,;:alses station:lt1es a. Remada, Cette inventLon, lancee
la vellle de la reunion du Conseil de st1curite, cons·
time une manoouvre de diversion.

"Lea Incidents qui pourraient se produire clans la
r~gion de Remada ou ailleurs seront le fait de
tToupes fram;aise~ qui ne ce,<Jsent d'enfreindre la
d~ctsion du Gouvernement tunlslen leuT Interdisant
tout mOU'l/ement. Les troupes fran"aises supporte
raient seules les cons~uences de la non_ohser_
vatlon, par eIles, de cette decision, et le Gouver.
nement tunisien decline d'ores et dejA. toute respon
sabiliM en la mati~re."

64. Je suls tr~s heureux deconstaterqu'ilestaetuel_
le:nent a. Tunis pr~s de 10 heures du soir (heul'e
locale), et qu'en ce jour aucune atta.que n'a ete lanc~e

par lea troupes tunisiennes contre les troupes fra:1
t;aises de Tuntsle, qu'am::;Jn incident grave ne s'est
profluH,

65. n n'en demeure pas moins que, de la lettre du
reprt1sentant permanent de la France adress~e au
Pr~sidtmt du Consell de a~curiM, dont on a donnt1
lecture a. la 819~me s~ance, et du tt1legramme que je
viens de menUonner, et q;J.e j'avais adresst1 hier au
Secr&talre '5~nttr'<l.l de l'Organisation. des Katior,s
Unies. il reSBort nettement que nous nous trou"Vons en
pr~sence d'ulle situation tr~s tendue. C'estpourquoije
me permetl3 d'tw.ister - d'accord en cela, peut-eire,
sur le fond, avec le reprt1sentant de la France - pour
que les troupesfram;;aiBes stationn~eBen Tunis!e auss!
bien que les autorit.!s tunil>ienr,es observent le stam
~ qui remonte, non pas au 15 mars, comme le dlt le
reprl'!sentant de la France - et je prt1clse ce point
pare€! que le.a Olouvcments de troupe::; en Tunisia
avaient commenc~ le 14 mars - mais au 14 mars,
et je demande iormelleme:lt que d'ores et d~jA, de
toute urgence, le Congeil de 8tcurit~ d~clde que les
mesures de st1curiM qui ont fait 1'onjet de la com~

mu;ucation adress~e au Prt1sident du ConseU de st1~

curit~ le 13 Mv"dp.r 1958 [S/3951 Jct onHt~ enMrineeB
par la mission de bons offices, demeurent valables,
Je demande auas! que les engagements pris par la
Tunisie A l'~gard du Secr~taire gan~ral en ce qui
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1958 addressed to the Secretary~Generalbytherepre
sentative of Tunisia to the Uplted Nations, remain the
same as they were on 18 February 1958, the date on
which the Security Council first met to dlScuSS this
question. At all events, I, for my part, am prepared
to accept these provisional securlly mea/:lur"es in view
of the grave situation revealed by the letter to which
the French representative referred at the preceding
meeting.

6£. This is all I wish to say. I would merely repeat
that I reserve Ute right to reply at the next meeting,
with Ute President's agreement, to all the points
which the French representative has raised in his
statement.

67. Mr. JAMALI (Iraq): Having heard the represent
ativell of Tunisla and France this morning and this
afternoon, I wish to make a very brief and general
statement.

68. The question before us represents a sad chapter
in modern international relations, for here we have
two parties in conflict: on the one hand there is
Tunii>t.a, a young democratic and peace-loving nation
With wise and far-sighted leadership suffering one
blow after another from the French armed forces;
its sovereignty is being violated over and over again
and its peace disturbed by the armed forces of a
nation whose friendBhip and co-operation it seeks and
whose culture and civtUzaUon it respects. The other
party to this sad conflict is Franr:e itself, a nation
with a great tradition offreedom and democracY, which
must adjust more adequately to meet the changing
conditions of modern times, These changing condi
tions demand respect for the freedom of peoples who
have been dependent on it or who are stUl dependent
on it, and recognition Of their right to independence
and gelf~deterD11nation. In the case of Tunisla, France
has officially recognized its independence and it is a
full-fledgec! ~overeign Sl:a.te and a Memon of the
Dntted Nations.

69. The French military authorities are not yet ready
to forget that Tunisia was a dependent Frer.ch terr1~

tory. They are not yet accustomed to respecting the
sovereignty and dignity of the Tunisian State. Hence
the frequent attacks on Tunisian Villages bordering
Algeria and hence the demand by General Gmnbaud
at Gab~s that his French troops should feel free to
leave the barracks of Remada irrespective of the
consent of the Tunisian Government, which is the
sole authority responsible 101' upholding the sover
eignty of Tunisia and maintaining its security. The
French troops at Remada, violating the authority of
the Tunisian Government and ignoring the 1nde~

pendence and sovereignty of Tunisla, made a sortie
from their barracks and tried to force a barrier at
Bit Kambout, situated several kilometres to the
southwest of Remada, opening fire on TUllisian ele
ments guarding the barrier. Aa these units returned
their fire, other French units fired at other Tunisian
posts in the vicinity. As a result, there were dead
and wounded on both sides and, in particular, five
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concerne le ravltaillement, en produits alimenta1res
seulement, des troupes fran<;:aises en Tunisie, comme
it ressort de l'aide-m~moire adress~ par le repr~_

sentant de la Tunisie auprlls de l'Organlsation des
Nations Unles au Secr~taireK~naralle 16f~"rier 1958,
restent conformes a. ce qu'Us etaient le 18 Mvrier
1958, date ilaquelle le Conselldes6curiMs'est r6u.'l1
pour la preml~re fois ice sujet. Je suls pret, pour ma
part, :\ accepter de telies mesures de securU6 provl~

soires. en tout etat de cause, etant donneque la letb'e
ml}me dont a fait etat ala seance precMente le repre~

sentant de la France soullgne suffisammenl la gravit6
de la. ~Uuation.

66. C'est tout ce que j'ayais :\ dire, et je r6p6terai
seulement que je me raserve le droltderepondre a la
prochaine seance, avec la permission du Pr6sident,
i tous le8 points que le repr6I'Jentant de la France a
soulev6s dans sa declaration.

£7, M. JAMALI (lrak) [traduit de l'angl~: Apr~5

avoir entendu, ce maHn et cet apr~s-midi, les repre
sentants de la Tunisie et de la France, je voudrais
faire une br~ve Mclaration de caractllre general.

68. La question dont nous sommes saisis constitue
un triste chapitre dans 1'histolre des reiations inter
nalionales modemes. NOUE somrnes en pr~sence de
deux parties en comllt: d"Jn ci'lte, la Tunisle, Jp.une
nation d~mocratiq1Je et paciflque, ayant a sa H!te U!l

gOllvernement sage et eclaire, est en butte aux coups
r~p~~8 des. forces arm~es frant;a1ses. La souve
raineM de la Tun1sie est contlnuellement viol~e, et la
paix y est troubMe par lea forcesarm6esd'une natlon
dont la Tunisie recherche l'amitie et la cooperation,
et dont elle respecte la culture et la civUisation. De
l'autre cl'iM, r.'est la Fl"ancp elle-m~me qui sc trouvc
partie a. ce triste conflit. La France, dche de sa
noble tradition de l1berte et de d~rr.ocratle, doft s'a~

dapter davantage auxconditions changeantes des temps
rnodernes. D~s 101'5, eIle dolt respecter la l1bert~des

peuples qui ont relev~ ou qui rel~vent encore de SOli
autorit6, et reconnaftre leur droit A 1'1nd~pendance

et i la I1bre determination de leur sort. La France a
officleIlcmcnt r~connu 1'lndeptlndam;e lie la Tunisie,
Etat plelnement souverain etMembrede l'Organisation
des Nations Unies.

69. Les auto rites mllltaires frangatses ne veulent
toojour8 pas oublier que la Tunisie a ete un territo1re
aoumis tU 'autorit6 de la France. Elle; n'ant pas encore
l'habitude de respecter la souverainet~etladignlt6de
l'Etat tunllJien. Cela expl1que les frequentes attaqueB
lanc6es contre les villages tunlsier.s sltues pr~s de
1'Algl!rie et les exigences du g~n~ra~Gombaud, qui, de
GaMs, a demande que les troupes fram;aisel'!puissent
quitter en touteHberte leurscantonnements deRemada
sans le consentement du Gouvernement tunisien, seule
autorite responsable du maintlen de la souvenineM de
la Tunisie et de sa s~curite. Les troupes franl;aises
stat1onn~es i Remada, au m~prls del'autoriU du Gou
vernement tunisien et m~connaissantl'ind6pendance et
la souV'erainete tunislennes, ant op~r~ une sortle de
leufs caaernements et tent~ de forcer un barrage It
Bir-Kanbout, a. plusieurs kiLom~tres an sud-ouest de
Remada, ouvrant le feu sur les 616ments hmisiens qui
gardaient le barrage. eeux-ci ayant ripost~, d'autres
61~ments de l'aTm~!! fran~a[se ont t1r~ sur d'autres
postes de garde tunisiens situes aux enVirons. Cette
action a fait des morts et des bless(!s des deux c6Ms
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wounded among the Tunisian civIlians guarding the
barrier.

70. In addition, on 25 May B-26 bombers, apparently
coming from ALgeria, flew over the Remada area,
bombing and machine~gunning all groups on the tracks
and in the region over a radius of several dozen kilo
metres. Ambulances of the Rej CreSCl!nt, an orga.ni
zation which is a member of the League of Red Cross
Soci.eties, were also hit.

71. The&e are acts of naked aggression and viola
tions of the sovereignty of a Member State of the
United Nations. France hi not entitled to staUon any
force on Tunisian territory against the will of the
Government and people of Tunisia. H any force is to
he per:nitted to be stationed on T'uni51an territory for
a temporary period, that force Is not entitled to violate
the laws of hospitality. By their acts of repeated
aggression, especially since the bombing of SaJdet
Sidi-Youssef, the French forces have forfeited any
right to hospitality.

72. When the Permanent Representative of France,
in the aide..m~molre dated 2B May 1958 enclosed with
his letter No. 217 addressedtotheSecretary-General,
speaks of the Government of Tunisia not respecting
the modus vivendi with regard to the Sahara Group of
South Tunisia, he forgets Umt French troops are in
Tunisia not by right but by a special dispensation
Which is forfeited by any act of aggression or viola
tion of the rules of friendship and hospitality.

72. Sln~f! the good offices of Mr. Robart Murphy of
the United States and Mr. Harold Beeley 01 the United
Kingdom have been held in abeyance because of the
political erisiB in France, and since the Bitu~tion

between Tunisia and France is becoming more tense
and more threatening to international peace and good
relations among nations, it is tM vie ...... of my delega_
tion that the Council should come out openly and
courageously in tackling the international sihtation 11'1
North Mrica.

74. It is the vlew of my delegation that i.nternational
peace and amity, the interests of France and the
free world in the long run, and the intereBt:s of jUBlIr.:e
and human rights, demand that the following facts be
established by the Council and accepted and respected
by all concerned.

75. First, Thnisia is entitled to ask for the uncondi
tional withdrawal of all French troops from all Tuni
sian territory.

76. Secondly, Tunlsia Is entitled to be adequately
armed to defend itself against any act of aggression
committed on its territory, from whichever quarter
it comes.

77. Thirdly, since the direct cause for the presence
of French troops on Tunisian soil and for the attacks
on TuniAia is Algeria, the Algeria.n questiull shOUld be
dealt with in accordance with the resolutions oC the
General Assembly of the United Nations, that ia to
say, in accordance with the Charter of the United Na
tions. This Council should call upon France, for the
sake of hternationaI peace and security and for the
sake of France itself, to recognize the freedom and
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et, notamment, c1nq blessOs parml le!> civils tWlif>lem;
qui gardaient le barrage.

70. Er. outre, le 25 mai, des bombardiers B26, qui
venaient apparemrnent d'Algerle, ontsurvolelaregion
de Remada, bombardant et mitrai1lanttoutrassemble
ment sur lea pistes et dans la rl1gion, sur un rayon de
plu.sieurs dizainel::l de kilometres. Des ambulances du
Crolssant-Rouge, organisation membre de laLigue des
societes de la Croix-Rouge, ont egalement ete attein
tet!.

71. Ce sont la. des aetes d'agression ouverte et des
violations de la souverainet~dlunEtatMembredel'Or
ganisatlon des Nations Unies. La France n'a pas le
droit de falre stationner deB forces sur le terrttotre
tunisien contre la volonMdugouvernement etdupeuple
tunislens. SI dea troupes sont autoris~es <l staUonner
temporairement en territoire tunisien, eUes n'ont
nuIlement le droft d'ellfrelndre les rMles de 1'hos_
plta1it~. Par leurs aetes d'agressl.on r~p~t~5, les
forces fram~:aises, surtout depuis le bombardementde
Sakiet-Stdi-You8sef, ont perdu taus leurs droUs :t
l'hOBpltal1t~.

72. Quand, dans l'ajde-m~m01re en date du Z8 mai
1958, joInt t\ sa lettre No 217 adress6c au Secrl!talre
g~nl!ral, le repr~sentant permanent de la France
soutient que le Gouvernement tunlsien n'apas respecte
lerr"odus vivendi concernant le groupesaharicndu Bud
tunisien, n oublie que les troupes fraJl({al.ses se
trouvent en Tunisie, non pas en vertu d'un droit, mais
grace a. un privU~ge speCial, Qu'ell<lR. perdent par
suite de tout acte d'agression ou de toute infraction
aux r~gles de l'amiti~ et de l'hospltaliM.

73. Etant domH~ que ies bons offices de M. Robert
Murphy, envoye par Leg Etats-UnIs d'Am~rlque, et
de M. Harold Beeley, dl!slgn~ parleRoyaume~UnI,ont
~M 5ulSpendus en rll.isondelacrisepolittquefranl;aise,
et pulsque la tension augme:lte entre la Tunisie et la
France et menace deplus en plus lapalx internationale
et lea bonne8 reiationi:l ~ntre lea Etats, ma d~l~gaUon

estime que le Conseil devrait s'attaquerfranchement et
courageusement a. la situation internationale crel1e en
Afriquc du Nord.

74. Ma d~legatl.on eat d'aViil que la paix et l'amltie
internationales, 1'int~ret ultime de la France et du
monde libre, et celui de la justice et des droits de
l'homme, exigent que le ConseU etablisseles pr1nclpes
sulvants et que tcus les inMresses les recollllaissent
et les respectent.

75. Pren:i~rement, la Tunisie a le droLtdedemander
le retrait 1ncondltionnp.l, de l'ensemble du torritoire
tunisien, de toutes lea troupes fran~aisea qUl Y sont
stationn{\es.

'76. Deuxi~lllement la Tunisia a le droit de disposer
deB armes n~ce&salrespour s.e d{\fendrs contre toute
agression commise sur son territoire, d'oil qu'elle
vienne.

'77. Troisi~IIlement, puisque la pr~sence des troupes
franl;alses sur le sol tur,iaien et les attaqllM; lancl'!!es
contre la Tunisie ant pour cause dlrecte l'AIg{\rie, la
question alg{\rienne devrait @tretraiteeconformement
aux r~solutions de l'Assemb16e gen~rale des Nations
Untes, c'est-4-dire conformement 11aChartedesNa
Hons Unies. Le COll.6eil de MeuriM devrait, dans 1'1n
t~r@t de la palx et de la seCurite Internationales, et
dans l'lnt~r@t de la France elle~m~me, inviter la
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Independence of the Algerian people. The discussIon
of the trouble between Tunisia and France leads us
directly to the problem of Algeria, where the blood~

shed is now in its fourth year-a fact thal in itself
has created a threat to peace and harnlOny in the
international situation which cannot be ignored by
this CounciL

78. Mr. GEORGES-PICOT (France): I wish to raise a
point of order.

79. The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of
France on a point of order.

80. Mr. GEORGES_PICOT (France) (translated from
French): I merely wish to point out that the Algerian
question has not been included in the agenda and that
the Iraqi representative is therefore discussing a sub
ject which is not on our agenda.

81. The PRESIDENT: It is correct that the question
of Algeria Is not on the agenda of this meeting. Before
the representative of France interrupted, I was on the
point of caul10ning the representative of Iraq, but I
refrained as I thought he was referring to the ques
tion of Algeria in passing.

82. I will ask the representative of Iraq to continue.

83. Mr, JAMALI (Iraq): I agree with the represent
ative of Franee that we are not dealing with the ques
tion of Algeria, But I wish to refer to the statement
he made at the previous meeting and at this meeting.
He spoke again and again about persons going across
the border, persons coming back across the border,
arms being carried, refugees coming, and this and
that-all about Algeria. I cannot see how anyone
dealing with this conflict betweer, Tunisia and France
can really ignore the root of the problem, which is
Algeria. This is a fact. I am referr1ng to causes; I
am referring to roots. I am not referrIng to the ques
tion of Algeria and the treatment of the question of
Algeria.

84. Fourthly, an independent and sovereign Tunisia,
with an independent and sovereign Algeria and an in~

dependent and sovereign Morocco, are inter-related
and naturally form one federal union in North Africa.
Peace in North Mrica is one and indivisible, just as
the political problems of these States are inseparable.
The sooner this fact is recognized by France and by
the whole world, the better it Will be for peace and
harmony in international relations,

85. Fifthly, an independent and united North Africa
may enter freely with France into relations of a
polilkal, CUltural, economic and defence nature.

86. These facts are basic to the issue before us.
For unless the United Nations in general and the
Security Council in particular go deeply into the study
of the causes of international troubles and find basic
remedies, international peace and harmony will con
tinue to be threatened.

87. The situation in Tunisia could serve the cause
of peace and harmony between France and North
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France a. reconnanre la I1bert~ et l'ind~pendance du
peuple alg~rien. La discussion du diffarend franco
tunisten nous conduit tout droit au probltlme de l'Ai_
g~rie, 011 le sang couledepuisplusdetrois ans, craant
une menace alapaixeta.l'hannoniedans les relations
internationales, menace que le Conseil ne peut m~
connaftre.

78. M. GEORGES~PICOT (France): Je demande la
parole sur une question d'ordre.

79. Le PRESIDENT (traduit de 1'anglais): Jedonne la
parole au repr~sentant de la France sur une question
d'ordre,

80, M. GEORGES~PICOT (France): Je voudraissim
plement faire observer que la queslicm alg~rienne n'a
pas ~t~ Inscrite a. I'ordre du jour: le repr~sentantde
l'Irak est done en train de parIer d'une questi9n qui
n'est pas 11'ordre du jour.

81. Le PRESIDENT (traduit de Panglals): 11 est exact
que la question alg~rienne ne figure pas a. 1'ordre du
jour de cette sjl;ance. Avant l'intervention du repr~

sentant de la France, je me proposais de donner un
avertissement au repr~sentant de l'lrak, mais ie me
suis abstenu, pensant qu'il ne mentionnait la question.
de l'Alg~rie qu'en passant.

82. Je prie le repr~sentantde l'Irak de bien vouloir
poursuivre.

83. M. JAMALI (Irak) [tradult de l'anglaLs]: Je suis
d'accord avec le repr~sent.antde la France: nous ne
di.scutons pas la question alg~rienne. J'aimerais
cependant rappeler la d~claration qu'll a faite i la
pr~cedente s~ance et ala pr~sente sl!ance. n a parle
a maintes reprises de personnes qui franchissaient la
fronti~re, dans un sens comme dans 1'autre, de trans
ports d'arrnes, de mOuvementsde rMugMs, etd'autres
chases encore qui, loutes, avaient trait 11'Alg~rie.Je
ne vois pas ('.omrnent on peut discuter du confl1t entre
la Tunisie et la France si 1'0n ne tient pas compte de
l'origine du probleme, qui se trouve en Algerie,C'est
un fait. Je parlais des causes, de I' or igine des difficul
t~s, et non pas de la questionalg~riennenide la fa~on

de la trait er.

84.. Quatri£!mement, tl existe une corrl!lation entre
une Tunisle ind~pendante et souveraine, une Alg~rie

Ind~pendallte et souveraine, et unMaroc indl!pendantet
souverain, qui forment tout naturellement une oo10n
fMllrale en Afrique du Nord. La paix en Afrique du
Nord est une et indivisible, de meme queles probl~mes
politiques de ces Etats sont ins~parables. Plus t6t la
France et le monde entier reconnaftront ce fait, mieux
cela vaudra pour la paix et l'harmonie dans les rela
tions internaUonales.

85. Cinquiemement, uneAfrique duNord ind~pendante

et unie pourra librement ~tablir avec la France des
relations politiques, culturelles, ~conomiques et de
d~fense.

86. Ces faits revetent une importance fondamentale
dans le pr~sent debat. En effet, si 1'Organisation des
Nations Un1es en g~nl!ral et le Conseil de securit~ en
particulier n'approfondissent pas les causes des dif
fl!rends internationaux et ne leur trouventpasde solu
tion radiCale, la paix et l'harmonie entre les nations
continueront d'~tre menacl!es.

87. La situation en Tunisie pourra servir la cause de
la paix et de l'harmonie entre la France et l'Afrique
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Ajrlea if all the pal"ties concerned acted unselfishly
and freed themselves of emotion, and ii they were all
guIded by a desire for greater freedom, brotherhQod
and genuine co~operation between Europe and Afrlca
and between Christendom and the Moslem world.

88. The PRESIDEKT: Before calling on the next
speaker, I am requested to state that the identical
letters dated 1 June from the representative of France
to the Secretary-General (No. 223) and the President
of the Security Council (No. 222) and the cablegram
dated 1 June from the representative of Tunisiato the
St!cretary-General, to which reference has been made
today, have been circulated this afternoon by the Sec
retariat as notes verbales dated 2 June, aa requested.

89. Mr. GEORGES~PICOT(France) (translated from
French): I wish to thank the Permanent Representa
tive of Tunisia lor tlte information he has given us,
which has served to clear up a number of pOints. He
has asked COL· time to study the statements Which have
been made toda.y before replying to them and, as we
voted for the inclusion in the agenda of the questions
which we are discussing today, it would be inconsistent
to object to the discussion being continued on Wednes
day, seeing that it has already had to be carried over
frOm this mornin~ to this afternoon. I shall myself
take the opportunity of replying to certa.in points in
his statement and also of anawerir.g the Iraqi repl"e_
sentative.

90. At this morning'S meeting I made It dear that
I was not talking about events in Algeria but of
Tunisia's infringement of the principle of non-inter
vention. The Iraqi representative took advantage of
m)' remarks to extend the discussion to the whole
of the question of Algeria; he did not only refer to
Algeria, which I had mentioned by name, but also to
Morocco to Which I made no reference at any point
in my statement. Aa a result he went well beyond the
limits of my statement. In any case, discussion of
the Algerian question is precluded by virtue of
Article 2, paragraph '7 of th~ Charter, a view which
has been expressed by other members of the Councl1
in addition to France.

91. I am grateful to the Tunisia.n representative
for the assurar.cee Which he has given us on the
preparations in southern Tunisia which have been
giving us son}e cause for concern. I should, however,
Uke to point out that we have at no time referred in
this Connexinn to any orderS which had been given.
He obtained this information from some other source.
1 am, however, glad to note what he has said as we
continue to receive disturbing information on the
subject.
92. I notice from one of the agenC] telegrams which
have just been put before me that on 31 Ma)' Tunisian
columns advanced on the Remada areainan apparently
threatening manner. The French forces have re
ceived orders to shoW the greatest restraint and not
to reply unless their safety Is threatened. One tele~

gram states that there have been, both in the South
and at Cap Bon, movements of Tunisian forces, in
Which civilians have taken part, designed to secure
the systematic encirclement of garrisons or isolated
posts. Fi.nany. at Galea, great activit:y is beIng dis
played by more than 1,500 Algerian rebels, who are
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du No.d sI toutes le.s parties Interessees ne tont pa:s
preuve d'~gorsme et g'aifranchissent de leurs reac
tions affect1'les, si elles s'inspirent toutes d'un d~sir

de Ubert~ plus grande, de relations fraternelles·et de
l'ooperation v~r1table entre l'Ettrope et l'Afrique,
entre le monde chretien et le monde musulman,

88. Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'anglais): Avant de
donner la parole l\ l'orateur suivant, je signale que
deux tc.xteB dont 11 a ~ttl! fail mention aujourd'hul, a
savoir les lettres identlques·endatedu1erjuin adres
s~es au Secr~taire g~neral ( No 223) et au Pr~sident

du Conseil de 8~curiM (No 222) par le rep~sentantde
la France et le t~legramme en datedu ler juin adres
se a.u Secrtl!taire gent1ral par le reprtl!sentant de la
Tunisie, ont ~1l! distribut1s cet apr~s-midi par le Se
cretariat sous forme de notes verbales, en date du
2 jUln, comme la demande en avait ~M faite.

89. M. GEORGES-PICOT (France): Je remercie le
repr~sentant permanent de la Tunisie des eclaircis
sement:! qu'U nous a donnes pour prllciser certains
points. Pulsqu'll demande le temps d'~hldl.er 19f1 d~

clarations qui ont ~te faites aujourd'hui pour y r~pon
dre, 11 serait iUogique de noire part, etant donne que
nous avons voM l'l!lScl'iption des questions que nous
discutons aujourd'hui, d'empt\:cher que cette discus
~Iun se prolonge mercredi, corome eIle s'estprolon
gee de ce matin A cetapri!s-mid1.J'enprofiterai moi
mi!me pour repondre A certains points de son inter
vention et pour repondre en mE!me temps au reprl!
l3entant de l'Irak.

90. J'avais indique, <1 la s~ancede cemaUn, comment
je ne parlais pas des ~venements d'Algerle, mais de
1'attelnte port~e par la Tunisie au princlpe de non-in
tervention. Le representant de l'Irak en aprofi~pour

faire dl!border la question sur taute l'affaire alge
rlenne; il n'a pas seulement parl!! de l'Algerie, dont
j'uvals Dl.entionne le nom, mais U a ausBi parl~ du
Maroc, que je n'avais menUonne l\ aucun moment de
mM intervention. Par consequent, 11 est bien sorU des
llmites memes de ma propre intervention. En tout etat
de cause, la question algerienne ne saurait 3tre ins
erite au d~bat en vertu de l'Article 2, paragraphe 7, de
la Charte, et la France n'est pas le Beui merr.bre du
Consell qui ait dejA. expos~ ce point de vue.

91. Je reme-rcie le reprlSsentant de la Tunisie dell
assurances qu'il nous a donnees concernant lespr~pa
ratifs qui nous inqui~talentdans le Sud tuniaien. MaiB
je tiens a. faire remarquer que nous n'avans II aucun
moment fait alluston;l,. ce sujeta.deeardres qui avaient
~ta donn~s.Ce sont deBrenseignementsquiproviennent
d'une autre source de sa part. ToutefoiB, je suia
heureux de noter ce qu'll a dit, car nous continuons a.
avair des renseignements Inquit!tants a. ce sujet.

92. Je vols, dans un des teMgrammes d'agence qui
vlennent de m'Mre apPol't~s, que, ie 31 mai, des eo
lonnes tunisiennes se sont portaes sur la region de
Remada d'unc fa~an qui paralssait menac;ante. Les
troupes franQaises ont re~u l'ordre de Caire preuve
du plus grand sang-froid et de ne r~pondre que dans le
cas 011 leur s~curiM serait menactl!e. On note ega
lement. indique ce t~Mgramme, eait dans le Sud, soit
dans le cap Bon, des mouvements tunisiens, auxquels
participent des civils, tendant 3.1'investissement me
thodique des garnisons ou des postes isol~s. EnCin, a.
Gafaa, plus de 1.500 rebelles algtl!riens dt!ploient une
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attempting to persuade the Tunisian governor to attack
the French forces.

93. I am therefore particularly gratiiied by the
assurances which have been given us by the Tunisian
representative. He asks for a return to the status
~'on 13 February 1958 and to the security measures
which were taken on that date. As far as I am aware,
the forces in question, both those atCap Bon and those
in the South, were not in position on 13 February. I
therefore assume that his references to the security
measures of 13 February imply that these forces
would be recalled.
94. So far as France's attitude towards the good
offices mission Is concerned, as you are aware, the
French Government took office yesterday. lam there~

fore not at present in a position to say what its
attitude may be on any of these points. I hope to be
able to do so next Wednesday when we sh;~.ll continue
the examination of the question on our agenda.

95. Sir Plerson DIXON (United Kingdom): I should
like to say that, for my part, I see no objection to
according the request of the representative of Tunisia
for a further meeting of the CouncIl, in order to
enable him, as I understand hIm, to answer certain
points In the statement of the representative of France.

96, As regards the maIn question of the role which
the Security Council can usefully and helpfully play,
J would simply say this: we have heard statements by
the representatives of Tunisia and France and from
what they have told us, it is clear that the situation
is serious and delicate. This is borne out by all the
information available to me. Fortunately, the Govern_
ments of France and Tunisia, even in these difficult
days, are known to have been in touch with one
another recently in an attempt to solve the problems
that lie at the root of the incidents of which both are
now complaining. I should like to think that this fact
is due in some measure to the good offices exercised
at an earlier stage by Mr. Harold Beeley and Mr.
Robert Murphy.

97. We bave heard the representative of France
express the wish that this Council should adjourn
its discussion of the question in order thatthe process
of negotiation may proceed. It seems to me that every
opportunity sbould be given for these confidential
exchanges between France and Tunisia to succeed. I
think, therefore, that the wise course for the Coul'lcil
to take, apart from any further hearing ofthe parties,
would be not to proceed further with the.consideration
of the matter at present. I hope that my colleagues will
agree. As I have said, I have no objection at all to \:he
representative of Tunisia speakingagain and the Coun_
cil meeting again to hear him, since that Is his wish.

98. Finally, 1 am sure that it goes without saying that
the Council looks to all concerned on the spot not to
disturb the existing arrangements and to exercise
the utmost restraint.

99. Mr. WADSWORTH (United States of America): The
United States believes that both France and Tunisia, as
loyal Members of the United Nations, have every in
tention of abiding fully and faithfully by their Charter
obligations, including particularly the purposes and
prinCiples set forth in the Preamble and in Articles 1
and 2.
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grande activiH'!, pouasant le gouverneur tunisien a. at
taquer les forces franltaises.

93. Je suis donc partIculierernent heureux des as
surances qui nous ant ~t~ donnees par le reprasentant
de la Tunlsie. 11 nous demande un retour ilIa situation
au 13 Mvrier 1958 et aux mesures de securiM Qui
avaient ete prises ~ cettedate. Amacormaissane, les
troupes dont il s'agit, aussi Men au cap Ban que dans
le SUd, n'etaient pas en place le 13 fevrler. Je conclus
donc que ses allusions aux mesures de s~curit~ du
13 favrier impliquentque ces troupes seront rappel~es.

94. En ce qui concerne la position de la France l1
l'egard des bons offices, comme vous le savez, le
gouvernement franltaia a ete investi bier. Je ne suis
done pas en mesure de dire actuellementquelleest sa
posItion sur aucun de ces poInts. J'esp~re pouvoir le
falre merered! procMin, 10rsQue l'examendelaques
ticn qui fllPlre :\ notre ordre dll jour se poursuivra.

95. Sir Plerson DIXON (Royaume-Uni) [traduit de
l'anglai~J: Pour ma part, je ne vois pas d'o'ojection
il ce que le ConseH se reunisse de nouveau afin de
permettre au repr~sentant de la Tunisie, si j'ai bien
compris sa demande, de repondre sur certaLns points
:;1 la declaration du repr~.'Ientant de la France.

96. En ce qui concerne la question prinCipale, celle
du r61e que le ConseU de sacurit~ pourrait utilement
jouer, je diral simplement cec!. Nous avons entendu
des d~clarations des repreaentants de la Tunisie et
de la France. D'apres ce qu'ns nous ant dit, 11 est
~vident que la situation est grave et delicate, ce qui
est confirm~ par tous les renseignements dont je
dispose. Heureusement, le Gouvernement franltais et
le Gouvernement tunisien, m~me en ces jours dif
ficiles, ont ~t~ racemment en contact, on le sait, pour
essayer de resoudre les pro'ol~mes qui sont a. 1'01'i
gine des ~ncidents dont tous deux se plaignent actuel
lement. J'atme a. croire que cela est da dans une
certaine mesure aux bons offices preMs ant~rieure

ment par M, Harold Beeley et M. RobertMu1'phy.

97. Le repr~sentant de la France a declar~ qu'il
souhaitait voir le COnseil ajourner le debat aiin que
lea n~gociatlonspuissent se poursulvre. n me semble
que nous devons toutfairepourpermettrea.ces echan
ges de vues confidentiels entre la France etla Tunisie
d'aboutir. Je panse done que le plus sage senit que
le Consell, en dehors de toute nouvelle auditlon des
parties, suspende pour le moment l'examen de la
question. J'espere que mes colU,gues seronl d'accord
avec moi sur ce point. Comme je l'ai dit, je n'ai au
cune objection a. ce que le representant de la Tunisie
prenne de nouveau la parole et 11 ce Que le Conseil se
r~unisse encore une fois pour l'entendre, puisque tel
est son desir.

98. Enfin, il vasans dire, j'en sUissfir, que le Conseil
attend de tous leg interesses, sur place, qu'ils ne
portent pas atteinte aux arrangements existants et
qu'tls fassent preuve de la plus grande moderation,

99. M. WADSWORTH (Etats~Unis d'Amerique) [ga
duit de l'anglaisJ: Les Etats_Unispensentqu'aussi bien
la France que la Tunlsle, en leur qua1it~ de Membres
loyaux de I 'Organisation des Nations Unies, ont la
ferme intention de se conformer pleinement et f1d~

lement aux obl1gations que leur impose la Charte, et
notamment aux buts et principes ~nonC~S dans le
pr~ambule et dans les Articles ler et 2.
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100. As we have often said at this table, the Charter
placel'l a direct responsibility upon all States in the
fir at instance to seek to settle their differences by
peaceful means through direct negotiations. The
United States has always felt that the situation de
acribed to this Council by our French and Tunisian
friends was susceptible of such a settlement, and we
continue to feel that this is true. 'The good offices of
the United States and the United Kingdom, to which both
the French and Tunisian representatives haVl~ re
ferred in their submissions to the Council today, were
accepted by the Governments of France and Tunisia
on 17 February 1958. The joint mission uf the United
States and the United Kingdom, after preliminary
discussions and witb the co-operation of both parties,
found substantial agreement between the Governments
of France and Tunisia on many matters germane to
the dispute now before the Council. I wish to express
the appreciation of my delegation for the kind words
said about our representativea.

101. The United States has been encouraged also by
the continuation of direct negotiations between the two
Governments, negotiations which aim at an amicable
settleme\1t and Which, if successful, would do much
to restore the friendly and natural relations which
should exist between Tunisia and France. We remain
confident that each party w!.U examine the proposals
of the other wUh care and comprehension, and we
are hopeful with regard to the outcome of these nego
tiations.
102. In the meantime, it is the. deep conviction of the
United States that nothing should take place that might
interrupt such a process of pacific settlement orpre
judge the inteations of both GovernmentS. This means
that it is important for the Council to seek to ensure
that whatever happens here in no way impairs the
prospect for a satisfactory solution of the outstanding
problems between the two countries.

103. I wish to join with my United Klngdomcolleague
in stating that my delegation has no objection what
ever to adjournment for tlle purpose of prOViding an
opportunity for the representative of Tunisia to reply
to the speech oi the French representative. As I re
call It, the representative of France has also reserved
his right to speak further after havIng considered the
speech of the representative of TuniSia, and this is a
courtesy which is traditional for the Security Council,
Let us trust that in the intervening hours between
now and tllen matters will have so improved them
selves, and the atmosphere 1'10 have improved itself,
that the Council will be abl e to move to a more satis
factory conclusion and may be willing _ in fact
eager - to help in all possible ways.

104. Mr. SOBOLEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics) (translated froro Russian); As we know, at
its meetingon 18 February [811th meeting] theSecur~
ity Council decided to adjourn ita consideration of the
complaints of Tunisia and France in view of the offer
of good offices then made by the United States and the
United Kingdom with a view to the s~ttlement of the
conflict by means of negotiations between the parties
concerned. Three and a haU months have since elapsed
and the Security Council has still received nO official
communication about the nature of that good offices
mission or the results it achieved. The statements·
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100. Comme nous Pavons souvent dlt ici m~me, la
Charte impose a. tousles Etats la responsabilite de re
chercher avant tout la solution de leursdifferendspar
des moyens pacifiques, notamment par voie de nego
elation directe. Les Etats-Unls ont toujours estime
que la situation exposee devant le Conseil par nos amis
[ram;ais et tunislens etatt susceptible d'etre reglee de
cette manil~re, et nous sommes toujours de cet avis.
Leg bons offices des Etats-Unls et du Royaume-Uni,
auxquels les representants de la France et de la Tu
nisie oni taus deux fait allusion aujourd'huidansleuI'S
dedaraUons, ont ete acceptes par le Gouvernement
fran~ais et par le Gouvernement tunisien le 17 tevrier
1958. La mission mixtedes Etats-Unis etdu Royaume
Unt a constate, apr~s des discussions preliminaires
menees avec la cooperation des deux parties, que le
Gouvernernent fran~ais et le Gouverneroent lunisien
etaient d'accord, dans l'ensemble, sur de nornbreuses
questions W!es au differend dont leConsetl estactuel
lement satsi. Je tiens a. dire corobien ma d~legation

est sensible aux airnables paroles qui ont ete pronon
cees Al'adresse de nos repr~sentants.

101. Les Etats-Unls se sont egalement sentisencou
rages par la pour suite de negociatlons directes entre
les deux gouvernements, n~gociations qui visent a. un
r~glement amiable et qui, sI eUes aboutissaient,
contribueraient beaucoup au retabl1ssement des rela
tions amlcales et normales qui devralent exister entre
la Tunisie et la France. Nousdemeurons persuades que
chaque partie examinera les propositions de 1'autre
aver. attention et comprehension, et nous sommes
pleins d'espoir quant <1 l'issue de ces negociations.

102. Les Etats-Unls ont laferme conviction que, d1lcl
la, rlen ne dolt etre fait qui risque d'interrompre ce
processus r,e r~glement pacifique ou de prejuger les
intentions des deux gouvernements. 11 importe done
que le Consetl fasse son possible pour que rien de ce
qui se passe ici ne compromette la perspective d'une
soluUon satisfaisante des probl~mes en suspens entre
les deux pays.

103. Comme la del~gaUon du Royaume-Uni, madele
gatton n'a aucuneobjectiona. ceque le debat flOit ajour
ne pour permettre au representant de la Tunisie de
repondre au discours du representant de la France.
Autant que ie me souvienne, le representant de la
France s'est egalement reserve le droit d'intervenir
de nouveau apr~s avoir etudie le discours du repre
sentant de la Tunlsie; e'est 1<\ une r~gle de courtolsle
qui est de tradition au Conseil de securiM. Esperons
que, dans l'lntervalle, la situation se sera amelioree
a tel pOint - et l'atmosph~re se sera ameUoree A te!
point - que le ConseilpourraarriverAune conclusion
plus satlsfaisante et d~cidera - je dirai meme sera
impatient - de fournlr toute son aide.

104. M. SOBOLEV (Union des Republiques socialistes
sovi~tiques) [traduit du russel: On sait quIa. sa s~ance

du 18 fevrier r811eme seance leConseildes~curitea
d~cide d'ajourner l'examen des plaintes de la Tunisie
et de la France parce que lea Etats-Unis d'Amerlque
et le Royaume-Uni avaient offert leurs bons offices en
vue de regler le conflit par "oie de negociation entre
les parties int~ress~es. Trois mois et demi se sont
ecouIes depuis, mais 1'e Conseil desecuriten'aencore
rel,;u aucune communication officielle sur les resultats
ou sur la nature de cette mIssion de bons offices. Or,
les representants qui ont pris la parole aujourd'hui
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made today, however, nave contained many references
to those results. Mr. Georges-Picot, in particular,
referred to fuose results and described them ag
excellent.

105. I think. that it would be extremely interesting for
members of the Security CouncU to hear the repre~

sentatives of the United States and the United Kingdom
on the subject of how the good Qffices mission wag
carried out and the results to v;htch it led. I there
fore consider it appropriate to propose that the
Security Council should request the representatives of
the United States and the United Kingdom to inform
its members of the results of their good offices mis~

sion or, at least, to indicate the course it took.

106. Mr. SLl.\1 (Tunisia) (translated from French): I
shouL::l like t<r add a few words to avoid a further
misunderstanding. Reference has been made tu nego~

tiaUons which are said to be taking place between
my Governme:lt and the French Government. I regret
to have to sq.y that no negotiations are taking place
between my Government and the French Government,
possibly for the reasons just mer.tioned by the repre
sentative of France to explain his lnabillty to give
any reply at the present time on the subject of the
agreement of 15 March. I am anxious to remove any
mfflnnderstanding. Unfortunately, no negotiations are
taking place between France and Tunisia and this, to
gether with the bloodyincldents which have taken place,
is or-e of the main reasons why we have felt Lt neces
sary to raise this question in the Security Council.

107. The PRESIDENT: It is nowc1ear that the Coun
cil must meet again at least to allow the representa
Uvea of Tunisia and }:'ranee to exercise their right
of reply. When we meet again, it will naturally be
open to all members of the Coune11 tointervene in the
debate if they see fit.

108. Would the Council agree to meetfor that pur
pose at 3 p.m. on Wednesday 4 June?

It was so decided.

Statement by the PresIdent

109. The PRESIDF.NT: The President has been In
formed by the representative of Lebanon that, in vIew
of the further meetings of the League of Arab States,
the Lebanese delegation would a~ree to the postpone
ment of the Council meeting which was to be held
tomorrow until Thursday, 5 June. Accordingly, unless
I hea.r objection, I Will consider that the meeting
Scheduled for Tuesday, 3 June :In the item proposed
by Lebanon Is cancelled.

It was so decided•

Tfte meeting rose at 5,35 p.m,!.

l'

ant jnvoqu~ a. plusieurs reprisa61es r!SLlltata de celtc
md,lSSlO,",' M. Georges-picot, notarnment, les aqualHl~B

exce ents.

105. Je crois qu'U Int~resBera1tvivement les mem_
breE du Consell d'@tre renseign!s par le" repr~sen_
tants des Etate-Unls et du Royaume-Un1 BUr l'accoffi_
pl1ssement et sur les r!sultahi de cette mission It
c?nvlendralt done, a. man avis, queleConseUde s~~u~
rlt~ demande aux repr!sentants des Etats_Unla et du
Royaume_Unl de le renseigner sur les rOsultats de
leur mission de hons ofllces, ou du molns sur la
manL~re dont elle s'est d~roul!e,

106. M. SLIM (Tunlsie): J'a.joutera.i Uf. seui mot,
pour ne pas laisser enCore une fols planer une equl~

voque. On a parl~ de negoclatiOn.!::qui seralenten cours
entre mon gouvernement et le Gouvernementfranlials
J'alle regret de constater et de dIre qu'aucune nt11!O~
elation n'est en cours entre man gouvernement et le
Gouvernement fran9a1s, peut~~tre pour le m(!Ir,es
raLsons que le repr~sentant de la France a soulev~el:l

tout a. l'heure et suivant lesquelles 1I ne lu1 est pas
possIble de r~pondre actueUement au sujet de I' accord
du 15 mars. JetlenslUeverl'~qUjvoque.Il n'y a pas de
n~goclatlon en cours entre la Trance et la Tunisle,
malheureusement, et c'est une des causes essentlelles
qui noue ont obligSs, avec lea ;ncidents sanglants, :\.
soulever la question devant le Consell de s~curlt~.

107. Le pRESIDENT (traduit del'anglals): Il est clalr
que le ConseUdevra se r!unirdenouveau, ne seralt-ce
que pour permettre all-X repr!se:ttants de la Tunlsle et
de la France d'exercer leur droit de r~ponse. n va
de soiqu'1cemoment-l~il seralQ1.sible a. tout membra
du ConseU d'lnterveuir dans le dllbat s'ille juge bon,

108. Le Consell est-U d'accord pour que cette
nouvelle e~ance ail lieu le mercredi 4 juln, a 15
heures?

11 en est ainsl d!cldll.•

Declaration du PresIdent

109. Le PRESIDENT (traduit de I'anglals): Lereprll
senlant du Llban m'a fa.it savotr qu'en ra190nL1es nou
velles r~unlonsdelaLlguedes Elats arabes qul d01vent
avoir lieu, la d!l~gat:on libanalse accepterait que la
seance du Conseil pr!vue pourdemain soU rcporMe au
jeudi 5 juin. En cons(!quence, s'u n'y apas d'objectlon,
je consld~rerai que la seance pr!vue pour le mardl
3 juin sur la. question 'propo~~e par le Liban est
annul!e.

Il en est alnsl d~ctd~.

La seance est lev~e a. 17 h. 35,
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