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Report of the Officer-In-Charge of the Un~ted Nations Operation in the
Congo concerning the situation in Elisabethville

(A) Sequels to the incidents of 28 November 1961.

1. The first reaction of some of the Katanga authorities to the incident

of 28 November 1961 (s/4940/Add.15) seems to have been one of alarm, and they

made some efforts to re-establish their authority in a situation which their

propaganda against the United Nations had created, but which, as had been

demonstrated to the world, was dangerously out of control. On 30 November

LIEssor du Katanga, a newspaper close to the regime, published on its front page

an article entitled liThe Katanga Government I s regrets c;:ncerning the arrest

of the three (sic) Un.ited Nations officials". The article expressed the regime IS

regrets at the "misunderstanding" 'Vlhich had given rise to the incident, but gave

a considerably softened account of 'Vlhat had happened to Mr. G. Ivan Smith, the

Acting Representative of the United Nations in Elisabethville, and

Mr. B. Urquhart, Special Assistant to the Officer-in-Charge of ONUC. The article

alleged, among other things, that the United Nations car in which they 'Vlere riding

aroused the suspicion of the Katan~a "paracommandos" because it passed three

ti~mes in front of the residence of General Moke, the commander-in-chief of the

Katanga :sendarmerie; this was not tile case.

2. The same issue ef LlEssor du Katanga published an interview with

Hr. Munongo, so-called "Minister of the interior" in the Tshombe regime, in which

he stated that the Katanga authorities desired a peaceful solution, and suggested

that the acting Gecretary-General sh:,uld come to Katanga to observe the situation

in person. After asain asserting Katanga's claim to independence, Mr. Munongc

continued: "True, 'VIe are seriously threatened; true, 'Vre must expect the worst.
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But that does not mean that hostilities with the United Nations have broken out

again. 1'le do not want to cause useless bloodshed. He should be very happy if a

peaceful solution I'lere found. 11

He then deplored the death of the Indian soldier murdered on the night of

28 November, and emphasized the need of discipline in Katanga. He concluded as

follows: "The guilty parties will accordingly be sought out and punished in

accordance with the law. If the United Nations attacks us, that will be different.

l;.Te must defend ourselves. So long as the United Nations does not attack us, I'le must

remain calm. Perhaps the United Nations will understand that it is possible to

arrive at a solution I'lhich is good for everyone without having to go to I'rar again. 11

3. But the Katanga regime's efforts to regain mastery of the situation did

not prove effective. There were many signs that the Katanga forces, and in

particular the "paracommandos 11, remained out of centrol. Inflammatory rumours

circulated at an ever-increasing rate in the ne1ct days, and gave rise to the

inference that extremist elements, probably including mercenaries, were exploiting

the situation created by the propaganda campaign of the Katanga authorities, and

were systematically increasing the excitement of the Katanga troops in an effort

to provoke an outbreak of hostilities with the United Nations. Though there has

been some. evidence that Major Ajeet Singh, who I'ras kidnapped on the night of

28 November, is still alive and is being held prisoner in a gendarmerie camp, the

Katanga regime was unable to produce him.

!~. On 1 December MQ'. Tshombc, who on the preceding day had received the two

United Nations protests (published as annexes to s/4940/Add.15), held a press

conference. He said that he had not been conducting a propaganda campaign against

the United Nations, but after the debates of the Security Council and after the

adoption of its resolution "which embodied the declaration of I'Tar by the United

Nations against Katanga ll
, he had simply been re-establishing the truth. In a later

part of his statement he said, with regard to the beating of Mr. Ivan Smith and

Mr. Ur'luhart:

"In accordance with a plan which now goes into effect, some United Nations
elements are investigating the incident. At a time I'Then Senator Dodd, one of
our fervent champions, is arnong us, some United Nations elements are trying to
show him that this countl'y is populated only 1:.y a band of savages,
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the ~ost savage of l~lom have been supplied with weapons in order tu
form an army whose indiscipline is obvious to the most careless
observer. These sa~e United Nations elerr.ents are trying to arouse
the peoples by a campaign of false run:curs. They probably also
believe that \le do not knOl-T who put on the ai: J.ast night an alleged
clandestine Katangese bro~dcast, with its incendiary slogans and calls
to arms, "Thich supposedly erranated from rr.e. The Katanga Governn:ent has
an official radio station, and ,-Then it decides on a certain course of
act:...on it will need no clandestine radio to n:a};e it Imown. I 1{.1.811 to
remind all Katangese, white and black, that they lliUSt obey only 'Jfficial
orders en:anating from the Goverrm:ent. Any other appeal or COlljJJiLlL~catLm

rmst be rejected. If this line of conduct is follOlTed, the Unitea.
Nations uill soon understand that it is taking the wrong path in
psychological warfare just as it went astray in the war of I'Teapons. 11

5. On the Salre morning NI'. Tshombc sent t~le acting Unitell. Nations

representative in Elisab.:::thville his reply to the Unitec'l Nations protest about

the killing of the Indian soldier and the kidnapping of Kajor Ajeet Singh. The

protest and the reply are published as Annexes I and 11 of this dOCUILcnt.

6. In the early afternoon of 1 December Mr. Tshombe left for Brazzavillej

Eadio Katanga announced that it ,vas his intention to go to Brazil for a Moral

Rearn:an:ent conference. In his absence 1:1e was replaced by Mr. Killita) so-called.

!'minister for foreie;n affairs", \,rith respect to externall'elations, clefem:e and

relations Ivith the United Nations; and. by I'll'. Kibwe J the Provincial IvIlnister of

finance, for all administrative <luestions.

7. :Curirg the night of 1.-2 fJecur,hl' I,ir. TshcrrJe, ~'rcn: B1P.ZZ8.v·Llle, sent

a suggestion to Prin:e Minister Adcula in Ieopoldville, that the t,-TO sl1culd n:eet

('n :2 December on a beat in the middle of the Congo River. Pril1:E: Ninist(;r Adcula

did not accept this suggestion, but said he wculd be happy to have Mr. Tshombe

transported by helicopter at any tin:e from Bl'azzaville to his residence jn

Leopoldville. Mr. Adcula renew'ed assurances that he personally, the Central

Government, aed GNUC ITCUlll afford full protection for Mr. Tshon:be's securtty

and liberty. Mr. Tshcmce was UllVlilline; to accept this proposal. Though his

associates are rep(:rted to have tl'ied to recall him tu Katane;a, he le:ft

Brazzaville for Paris on 3 Lecember tOlvards neon.

8. 0n 2 I:ecembel' Mr. Kimba sent the ad-ing United Nations representative

Mr. Tshcmbe' 3 tl'TO replies, re}Jrccluced. in .i-\nnexes ,Ill and IV of this decurr:ei.t ,
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to the two protests by the United Nations published as Annexes I and II of

document s/4940/Add.15.

(B) In~idents of the night of 2-3 December 1961.

9. In the stress of a tense situation and under the pressure of incessant

propaganda, the discipline of the Katanga forces steadily deteriorated. As a

result, at about 1615 hours on 2 December, at the airfield of Elisabethville,

drunken Katanga gendarmes molested sorre airport workers and a WOltan. For the

sake of maintaining order, Indian D~gra troops of ONUC at the airfield disarmed

the gendarrres who were misconducting themselves. Thereupon the remaining

gendarmerie and police jumped into trenches and opened fire on the ONUC troops.

As a result, the Indians were compelled to disarm and detain them all.

10. News of this incident soon reached Elisabethville, and the gendarrrerie

began to patrol the tOlfn. A Katanga armoured car accompanied by two non-Congolese

was stationed off the road to the airfield. Gendarmerie also set up a roadblock

at the tunnel underneath the railroad track, on the read which leads from the

tOlfn in the direction of the Baluba refugee camp e.nd the encampn:ent of the

Swedish troops of ONUC. Both roadbloclcs Ivere clearly designed to impede vital

United Nations cOIDffiunications between parts of its forces and the tmln, where

the United Nations headquarters is situated.

11. At about 1900 hours an Italian rr.ale nurse-driver of the Italian

Hospital, Ivho was taking sixteen Ealuba hospital workers by truck to the Baluba

camp and was entirely unarrr.ed and unescorted, Ivas stopped at the roadblock at

the tunnel. After being beaten several tirres he ivas taken to Camp Massart, a

gendarrr.erie camp in Elisabethville, where an officer locked him in a room with a

guard to protect him from drunken gendarmes. He was finally handed over to the

Italian Consul in the late afternoon of 3 December by Mr. Kimba and Mr. Kunongo,

the Provincial minister of the interior.

12. Also on the night of 2-3 December, seven Swedish, two Norwegian and

one Argentine military memcers of 011JC were abducted by Katanga forces. The

Italian driver mentioned above heard that three of them were being detained in

the Katanga IlFaracommando" camp, but there ivas no information abcut the uthers,
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and Mr. Kimba) who 'vas promptly asked to surrender them, denied all knowledge of

their ,vhereabcuts. The Argentine ,vas released on 4 De~ember.

13. Hhile these events ,.;rere going on) United Nations representatives got

in touch with Mr. Kimba and told him the facts of· the situation at the airfield.

They inforrr.ed him that th~ United Nations desired only to deliver the drunken

gendarmes detained at the airfield to the Katanga authorities, but that those

authorities had first to clear their gendarmerie from the st~eets in order to

avoid any incidents. If that were done, the gendarrr.es would be brought from

the airport to the presidential palace in a slow convoy, and there handed over.

Mr. Kimba, after some hesitation, agreed, and he and General Make, c~mr.ander

in chief of the Katanga Forces, went around to,.;rn to effect the withdrawal of

gendarmerie units.

14. The United Nations then brought all the detained gendarmes into the

town, and they ,.,ere handed over at about midnight outside the presidential

palace in the presence of Mr. Kimba) Mr. Kibwe, Mr. ~nongo, General Make and

several Consuls. Mr. Ivan Smith explained that the men had been disarmed and

detained because of drunken indiscipline. The police held at the airfield were

liberated the next morning.

(C) Incidents of 3 December 1961

15. On the morning of 3 December the gendarrr.erie who had been temporarily

withdrawn returned to the· town, and continued to rr.an the roadblocks at the

tunnel and on the road to the airfield. There 'vas random shooting, and a

United Nations helicopter ,vas fired on. Moreover Mr. Kimba) instead of relaxing

the tension, gave a press conference in which he rr.ade highly inaccurate

allegations, which he had already made to the press the night before, that

several Katangese gendarmes had been killed or wounded, and that the United

Nations had begun the incident. Mr. Kimba concluded, according to a monitored

report, by stating:

HIf the United Nations 'vishes to remain on Katangese territory it lliUst
conform to the ideal which we have set ourselves. If, on the contrary, it
wants to justify its presence by provoking daily incidents , it rr,ust also
realize -- this, Gentlemen, is a solemn last ''larning -- that dE::spite
ourselves we shall be forced to use every possible means to drive the

/ ...
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trouble-rrakers Gut of our countl'~T. \'le have ShOi~T~ great patience,
Gentlen:en, as I believe yeu ~an testify, but there are limits t,)
that patience, above all when the life of our country, Katance.,l is
at stake. 11

T'he United Nations representatives deterrr.ined, in the interest of the

maintenance of order, to request the complete I'lithdrallal of the gendarn:erie

from Elisabethville. Mr. Kimba I s initial response teing negative, the C'lnsuls

of the United Kingdom and the United States visited him to assure hiln Jf O~lJCls

peaceful intentions, and of its desire to restore normal conditions.

16. Mr. Ivan Smith, the acting United Natiol'ld representative, together

with Mr. Succar of his staff, went on foot to the prOVincial presidentls palace

in the early afternoon with an escort, ar:d in the comllany of the Consul ':)f the

United States. During his interview i-rith Mr. Kimba, M:c. Ivan Smith gav(; 3

"arning that the continued presence of Katangese arrr.ed forces in Elisabethville

could lead to incidents and conflict, and requested their 'I'Tithdrawal to their

camp within a reasonable period.

17. On the afternoon of 3 December three S'I'Tedish military personnel, a

captain, a sergeant and a private, while on official duty, attellipted to pass

through the roadblock at the tunnel in their srrall car. They were fired at by

the gendarn:erie, and the private, who was driVing, dic,l as the result uf hlO

bullets in the acdorr:en. The tHO others ,'lere injured; the captain I s arm ivas

broken by a bullet and the sergeant ilas i-rounded in the abdomen anel the leg. The

gendal'rrerie continued to fire after the car lcoft the road ar.d crashed into a

tree. It ivas later learned that a doctor and three n:edical lJerSonne,l nf the

Swedish battali.on, who had gone to attend the victims of the shocting, hael

failed to return, and they are presun:ed to be in the hands of the gendan:erie.

The tHO survivors and the body of the dead rran were brought in a civilian Red

Cross vehicle to the ONUC Hospital in Elisabethville at abcut 1200 hours.

18. As soon as Mr. Ivan Smith learned of the foregoing incident, he

telephoned Mr. IUmba to insist again on the ivith(lravral of the Katanga f;)rces

from the town. Mr. Ivan Smith asl:ed Mr. Kimba to issue an order' for an in:r.cdiate

return of his troops to their camp, and also asl{ed to l~e i.nf'orrrccl idthin one-half

hour that such an order had been given; otherwise the Katanga authorities alone

would be responsible for the G'1l1scqm,ncc:s of any r:.ca::ml'CS it becu'l..c nCC(;S~H'Ll'y

/ ...
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for ONUC to tal~e under its directives from the Security Council tc ensure the

maintenance of law and order) and for the protection of its Oiin ~ersonnel.

Mr. Kimba ilnrrediately interpreted these re~uests as an ultirratuill) and issued a

press corrmuni~ue stating in part that Illlie Goverrm:ent of Katanga most vehemently

rejects this ultimatum. The Governrrent of Katanga considers that only negotiation

can solve the problems" It is ready to negotiate) but it will answer fercE:: with

force. lI

19. Late in the evening of 3 December Mr. Kimba) in a state of fu~ious

excitement) telephoned Mr. Ivan Smith and asked whether it was true that the

United Nations had concentrated eighteen aircraft at Leopoldville to fly to

Elisabethville. Mr. Ivan Smith replied that he had no specific information)

but that it was possible that the c.ircraft w'ere connected ivith the planned

rotation of 01'J1JC troops) of ivhich Mr. Kimba was ivell aware. Mr. Kimba then
....

angrily said that if any of the aircraft flew over Katanga soil) they would be

shot dovm. Mr. Ivan Smith replied that he ivould immediately report this grave

staterr:ent to United Nations Head~uarters) and that any such action would) of

course) be opposed by ONUC.

20. Mr. Ivan Smith also took the opportunity to protest stronGly against

the fact that a number of United Nations personnel were still held bJr the

Katangese) and asked that immediate arrangerrents should be made for their release

through the consuls. Mr. Kimba then charged that the United Nations iTaS st.ill

holding tiventy gendarn:es from the airfield (a charge ivhich was completely

unfounded. ) When Mr. Ivan Smith denied holding the gendarmes) ~J}r. Kimba replied

that if that ivas the United Nations position) his mm position w-as that he did

not have any United Nations personnel.

(D) Events of 4 December 1961

21. On the morning of 4 December Mr. Ivan Smith and Mr. Ur~uhart continued

their efforts to secure through the consuls the release of the detained United

Nations personnel. At that time there ivere fourteen United Nations personnel

believed to be in Katangese hands. They "rere: an Indian rr;ajor) uho disappeared

on the night of 28 November (s/4940/Add.15) para. 17)) and four Swedish medical

personnel missing since the afternoon of 3 December (see paragraph 17 ab-we).
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Of the fourteen, eleven were Swedish, tuo NOrllegian, and one Indian. There are

indications that they were taken by the gendarn:e:de in accordance 1-lith a plan t,)

secure United Nations hostages.

22. At the end of the morning Mr. Ivan Smith and Brigadier Raja, the

Cow~ander of the ONUC force in Katanga, made a tour outside Elisabethville to

brief unit commanders and staff, and also visited the airport. At about 14c(' heurs

they learned that Katanga llparacommandos ll had established a strong roadblock at

the edge of the town on the road to the airport, thus cutting conti~unications

between the airport and ONUC headquarters in Elisabethville. The roadblock

consisted of one llparacoIr;o:ando" cOlL:r:any, which was continually beinG reinforced,

three armoured cars and some 60-mm mortars. A number uf non-Congolese in

civilian clothes uere also reported at the roadblocle. A strong ONUC patrol 1laS

sent cut to probe it, and ~,1r. IUmba was also informed through the United

states Consul that if he did not remove the roadblock and return his troops from

there to their camp, the block would be cleared by force. Mr. Kimba told the

Consul that he was sending officers to 1'lithdra1'l his troops, and he later offered

an undertaking to Mr. Urquhart that he would remove his troops if the United

Nations would remove its mm. It was understood that General Molee, the

corr~ander-in-chiefof the Katanga gendarrr.erie, and Mr. Sapwe, the police

commissioner of Elisabethville, went to the roadblock to attempt to disperse it.

23. In view' of Mr. Kimba's assurances that his troops 1'lould be 1'lithdrR\offi if

those of the United Nations were also withdralffi, the United Nations COIr;o:andcr

decided to withdrall his troops from the Vicinity of the roadblock, as a gesture

of good faith and confidence in Mr. Kimba I s word, and in order to ,)bviate an

incident that would have serious consequences. ~1r. Ivan Smith and Brigadier Raja

rerr.ained on the airport side, while Mr. Urquhart and other United Nations

personnel were at h=adquarters and other points in the t01'ln.

(E) Events of 5 December 1961

24. On 5 December the United Nations forces discovered that, despite

Mr. Kimba1s assurances, rr.ade to the consuls and the press as well as to the

United Nations} that his troops vTould be 1dthdrmoffi, the roadblock llas still

strongly held. 1-11'. 'Urquhart asked the United State s Consul to get in touch

I .. ·
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urgently ,vith Mr. Kim1::a. The latter "Tas l"eported to 1::e in a conciliatory mood,

and there seerr:ed at this point to be sorr:e hope of solving the problelll by peaceful

lreans. Accordingly, Mr. Urquhart arranged to have a conversation ITith Mr. Kimba,

and the tlVO ll:en rr:et at 1130 heurs ,i'ith the aim 0"1;' further discussing the

roadblock on the airpox't read. At this conference it 'vas obvious that Mr. Kimba

had no centrol whatever over his troops, but was simply engaging in a delaying

action. He could only propose a continuation of discussions, and promised

again that he '.;Quld control his troops.

25. Even before Mr. Urquhartts last conversation ,vith Mr. Kimba it becan:e

evident from rr:any signs that a plan by the gendarmerie for a full-scale attack

on the United Nations \Vas being put into effect. Gendarn:erie 'vere moving up

to encircle the airport, and a Katangese Dornier plane fle"T over it at 1030 heurs.

There uas also evidence that Mr. Kimba and Mr. Kunongo, the provincial Iainister

of the interior, were seeking to leave Elisabethville for Jadotville. After the

last conference with Mr. Kimba it was also clear that the long efforts of

United Nations representatives to restore their vital cOl1lll1lmications by peaceful

means, efforts 'vhich had been made unremittingly since the early afternoon of

the previous day, bad failed. There was therefore no alternative but to clear

the roadblock by military rr:eans.

26. For a 'veek the United Nations personnel in Elisabethville, both

civilian and military, showed the utmost restraint in the face of every kind of

provocation and of grmTing evidence tbat a concerted plan of hostile action was

being put into effect against them. The long delay, while peaceful solutions

'vere SGught and United Nations troops were held back from all military measures

ln1ich cculd prejudice such solutions, left the United Nations military position

anything but iThproved. Further forbearance could only jeopardize the lives of

ONUC personnel.

27. Accordingly, Brigadier Raja was asked to deal with the situation.

At 1345 heurs ONUC took actien to clear the roadblock between the airport and

O~LJC beadquarters in tmvu, and the action was successfully completed by Indian

troops in about one-half hcur. The Indian unit lost one officer killed and four

rr:en VTounded. 'Ihe Katanga forces lost at least thirty-eight gendarrr:es and

"paraccmrr.andos" as \'Tell as two non-Congoles~ mercenaries killed.
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28. An ONUC coluITill coming frcm the airfield to assist in clearing the

roadblock enCGuntered heavy fire from the old airfield and Sabena guest hcuse

to the west of the read) and found the Katangese position very stron0. There

Ifere other indications that the Katanga plan for a general assault lTaS n:ore

advanced and comprehensive than had been suspected. The ONUC column withdrew

for the night.

29. Meanwhile in Elisabethville Mr. Kimba gave a press conference in vn1ich

he said that all his ministers would die at their posts. The ONUC head~uarters

in the city wa.s b:cought under intermittent mortar and ltachine-gun fire from

neighbouring villas) but at last report no casualties had been incurred.

I

1
I

l



I

s/49l~0/P,dd.16
English
;\nnex I
Page 1

JI.NNEX I

Letter dated 29 November 1961 from the acting representative of
the United Nations at Elisabethville, addressed to Mr. Tshombe

I 'dsh to inform you that the patrol of the Gurkha Battalion has found the

mutilated body of one of its soldiers ir the immediate vicinity of the Presidential

lalace. 'I'his soldier vras on regular patr 1 duty with a Gurkha major "Tho is still

reported missing. This murder must have taken place betvreen 1.30 and 6 a.m. on the

"ray back to the Lido where this Battalion is stationed.

I have the honour to request you to order that an investigation be made with

a view to finding the major in question. Kindly inform me quickly of the steps you

propose to take in this connexion and send me a report - even a brief one - on

this murder.

I have the honour to be) etc.

(signed) G. Ivan Smith
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ANNEX 11

Letter dated 1 ~ecember 1961 from Mr. Tshombe, addressed to the
acting representative of the United Nations at Elisabethville

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 29 November 1961

concerning the discovery of the body of a Gurkha soldier and the disappearance of

a major o~ that regiment.

I strongly deprecate such acts and have personally taken action to ensure that

an iw~ediate investigation is made by the police, the gendarmerie and the parquet

to discover the gUilty party or parties. The co-operation of the people has also

been sought. I take this opportunity to state that these events took place at the

intersection of ;venue des Chutes and Avenue Elisabeth, and not in the vicinity of

the Residence of the Head of State.

I have the honour to be, etc.

/ ...
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ANNEX III

Letter dated 2 December 1961 from Mr. Tshombe addressed to the Officer
in-Charge of the United Nations Operation in the Congo ~/

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the text of your letter transmitted

to me by the United Nations representative at Elisabethville on 30 November. You

reproach me for the terms used in my speech of 25 November 1961 and ascribe to me

personal responsibility for any atrocities which might result from it. You also

reproach me for uttering the words lIit is war which has just been decided on in

New York by eleven nations 11 and tell me that you find it difficult to believe that

only a misunderstanding is involved.

In uttering those words I ,vas expressing the deep-rooted feeling of all levels

of the Katangese people. It is really difficult to make the Katangese believe that

the latest resolutions adopted by the Security Council mean anything else. Those

resolutions - which, incidentally, have not yet been officially communicated to us 

are known to the people either in the context of violent speeches delivered against

Katanga beforehand by representatives of countries ,vho are completely ignorant of

the Katangese situation and mentality, or through aggressive commentariec on the

Congolese radio, or in the light of the recent events of September when, by virtue

of less explicit resolutions, a cQloTardly and bloody aggression was launched against

our soldiers despite formal assurances on the part of the local representative of

the Unite~ Nations.

You draYl attention to some of the terms used in my s:peech but not to others.

Yet I explicitly and categorically stated that if a state of war arose because of

the United Nations, I alone would have the authority to determine the moment at

which hostilities would be opened. By making that statement I sought to prevent

any spontaneous hostile act or any hostile act motivated by elements whose interests

are at variance with ours. This statement should be read in conjunction with all

my previous statements, which I reaffirm today.

"He are prepared to settle all our common problems by peaceful means and we

shall never take the initiative in aggression. v~ are resolved to do everything

possible to :prevent any incident and hope for an equal effort on your part.

1/ Transmitted by Mr. Kimba.
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B,y a letter!/of toddy'S date addressed to the United Nations representative

at Elisabethville I express my regret for the incidents from which he suffered.

The soldiers on guard at General Moke's residence, who belonged to the same

detachment that was attacked at the Central Post Office on 13 September, have been

relieved by another unit, their officer has been punished and disciplinary action

has been taken against the guilty parties. B,y the same letter I indicated the

measures taken to ascertain the circumstances of Major Singh1s disappearance and

his driver's death - circumstar-ces which might imply interference by outside elements

taking advantage of Senator Dodd's visit to sully our reputation abroad.

I sincerely hope that, with genuine co-operation and our mutual goodwill) it

will be possible to find a final solution to our problems while at the same time

our interests are safeguarded.

!/ See annex IV below.
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AI\1NEX IV

Letter dated 2 :Cecember 1961 from lvIr. Tshomce, addressed to the
acting representative of the United Nations at Elisabethville g;

I have the honour to acknowledge t,he receipt of your letter of 30 November 1961

cOllstituting a note of protest against the acts of violence perpetrated on

28 November 1961 against you and Mr. Brian Urquhart. I take note of the fact that

this protest is made on the instructions of the Acting Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

In a statement to the Press on 1 :Cecember, I clearly described the atmosphere

in which those ir.cidents took place.

You attribute these incidents to the propaganda campaign conducted by myself

and other Katangese authorities and 'Jou hold me fully responsible for them. I

cannot accept that point of vievG I myself have always advocated peacefUl solutions

of the problems which concern us, but) in vie,v of the aggression launched against

us on 13 September 1961 and of the recent resolutions adopted in the Security

Council, follovling violent statements by representatives of foreign States, I had

to warn my ~eople about the violent reaction provoked by these events.

er-eof the points which I emphasized in my s~eech was the fact that I alone

had the authority to determine and declare the state of hostility, thus preventing

any spontaneous action or action by elements whese interests are at variance Ivith

ours.

In any event, my Government and I sincerely regret and deplore the incidents

of which you and your aide were the victims. The persons responsible for those

incidents, who reactecl to the provocations caused by patrols of United Nations

soldiers in the vicinity of General Moke's residence, are known and have already

been punished, especially the officer in command of the rnilitary detachment.

Furthermore, I informed you by letter of 1 :Cecember of the steps taken to

ascertain the circumstances in which a Gurkha soldier was killed and Major Singh

was reported missing. Any information that comes to our knowledge will be

corr~unicated to you immediately.

,
I

~/ Transmitted by Mr. Kimba. / ...
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Like you) ,ye trust that a peaceful solution to our problems will be found by

negotiation. Our desire to avoid any incident is genuine) and we hope that you)

for your part) 'rill do everything possible to avoid anything which might be

detrimental to the good relations which we desire to see develop between the

United Nations and the Katanga authorities.

I have the honour to be, etc.




