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INTRODUCTORY NOTE
The present study has been prepared for the International Law Com

mission by the Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 175(II) of 21 November 1947 which reads as follows:

"The General Assembly,
"Considering that, in accordance with Article 98 of the Charter, the

Secretary-General performs all such functions as are entrusted to him by
t.h.e organs of the United Nations;

"Considering that, in the interval between the first and the second
sessions of the General Assembly, the Secretariat of the United Nations
contributed to the study of problems concerning tJ'-le progressive develop
ment of international law and its codification,

"Instructs the Secretary-General to do the necessary preparatory work
for the beginning of the activity of the International Law Commission,
particularly with regard to the questions referred to it by the second
session of the General Assembly, such as the dr':lft declaration on the
rights and duties of States."

The subject of the rights and dl.l.t'es of States is, in fact, the entire
domain of international law. This study does not purport tu be a study
of rights and duties of States as such but it is rather a study of attempts
to state these rights and duties in the fm:,,' of a concise declaration. The
draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by
Panama has been used as a basis for this study. Other declarations have
been examined and utilized and the complete texts of many of them arE:
reproduced in part VI, appendix A.

Parts I and II deal with the history of declarations on the rights and
duties of States. In part I antecedents prior to the United Nations are
examined. In regard to the julists and publicists whose views are pre
sented it should be pointed out that they have been selected, not on the
basis of their pre-eminence in international law, but on the basis that
they have formulated concise statements on lights and duties of States
which might be Ol: value in drafting a declaration. This observation also
applies to the references to jurists and'publicists in part IV. Attention
is directed to the inter-American achievements described in part I, as the
official inter-A.r.erican organs have devoted many years to the study and
preparation of declarations on the rights and duties of States which have
been embodied in conventions and conference resolutions.

Part II contains a summary of the proceedings before organs of the
United Nations concerning a declaration on rights and duties of States.
This summary presents a detailed analysis of United Nations discussions

v
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and decisions in order to make it unnecessary, in most instances, to refer
to the original dot.uments. However, should recourse to the origina; ;:u
ments become necessary, a complete list of United Nations documellts on
the subject is presented in part VI, appendix D.

Part HI contains the text of the draft Declaration on Rights and Duties
of States presented by Panama together with the explanatory note pre
part:d by the Foreign Minister of Panama, Mr. Ricardo J. Alfaro. The
principal part of the study, namely Part IV, contains annotations to the.
draft Declaration presented article by article. The material under each
article is arranged in accordance with the following outline:

A. Comments and observations of Governments.
B. Text& of treaties, conventions, declarations and statements:

1. Treaties and conventions.
2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by inter-govern

mental bodies.
3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments.
4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and scientific

institutions.
S. Statements by jurists and publicists.

This study is completed b~ part V (Bibliography) and part VI (Appen
dices).

'.,
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I. CONSIDERATION OF A DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS
AND DUTIES OF STATES PRIOR TO THE UNITED NAnONS

A. LEADING UNOFFICIAL ANTECEDENTS

by inter-govern-

ns and scientific

part VI (Appen-

The subject of a declaration of rights and duties of states has
attracted considerable .:.ttention on the part of international jurists during
the nineteenth and twentieth cC;l1turies, and has also been the subject
for discu3sion and resolution by several international and national organi.
zations and scientific institutions interested in the development and codi
fication of international law. For a compilation of the texts of the most
important of these unofficial precedents see appendix A, No. 13-19.

One of the earliest writers on the subject was C;hristian Wolff, said
to be t..'1e originator of the theory of fundamental rights and duties of
States. l One of the first systematic presentations of a declaration of rights
and duties of States, however, was that of the Abbe Gregoire, who pre·
sented a Declaration of Rights and Duties of States to the French Naticnal
Convention in 1793 and again in 1795.2 He urged this declaration as a
supplement to the famous Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen. .

Several of the enumerations of rights and duties of States compiled by
international jurists have appeared as parts of detailed codes of inter
national law or in general treatises on international law. Leading exam·
pies of rights and duties appearing as part of mOle detaile<l codes are
those of Jeremy Bentham (1827),8 Pasquale Fiore (1890)4 and Jerome
Internocia (1910).11

Other proposed. declarations have been published independently as
succinct statements of rights ana duties of States. Some of these have
been suggested as a preliminary basis of codification, or as a declaration
of principles for an organization of international society. The preliminary

1 Christian Wolff, Institutiones Juris Naturae et Gentium, 1750, sections 1073-H24;
Jus Gentium Methodo S<:ientifica Pertractatum, 1749 (English translation in Classics
of International Law, 1934) sections 77-155; 156-273.

• Abbe Gregoire, Dedaration du Droit des Gens, 1793, G. Lallement. Choix de rap
ports, opinions et discours prononces a la Tribune Nationale, vo!. 12, p. 397. See
Proceedmgs of American Society of Internatimal Law, 1910, voI. 49, pp. 226-27.

3 Jeremy Bentham, Introduction to an International Code, Law Quarterly Re
view, vol. 1, 1885, pp. 225-231. See Proceedings of the American Society of Interna
tional Law, 1910, vol. 4, pp. 223-240.

• Pasquale Fiore, International Law Codified and its Legal Sr.nctions, or the Legal
Organization of the Society of States (English translation, 1918) ~ections 5(/·65.
545-547.

• Jerome Internocia, New Code of International Law, 1910, sections 73-75.

1
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• H. La Fontaine, The Great Solution: Magnissima Charta; Essay on Evolutionary
and Constructive Pacifism (Boston, 1916) pp. 99-102.

7 R~ptiblica oriental del Uruguay, Boletin del Ministeno de Relaciones Exteriores,
1923, vol. ll, pp. 180·82.

8 Amluaire ae l'Instit.lt de Droit International, 1921, vol. 28, pp. 203-224. An
nuaire de l'Instl!ut de Droit Intel7lational, 1925, vol. 32, pp. 238-245, See Revue de
Droit Inttmlational,. 1931. vol. 8, pp. 56-63.

• Pan American Union, Documents for the Use of Delegates to the Seventh Inter
national Conference of American States, Montevideo, Uruguay, 3 Dec. 1933, No. 4,
pp. 12-16.

,. Alejandro Alvarez, Expose de .'Hotifs et Declaration des grands principes du
Droit International Moderne, 2e edition: (Paris, 1938) , pp. 52-56.

uL'Acadenue Diplomatique Intemationale, 1935; rUnion Juridique Interna·
tiolla!e, 1935; The International Law Association, 1936. International Law Asso·
ciation, Report of 39th Conference, Paris,. 1936, pp. 333·339. For prior discu5sion
by the International Law Association see Report of 1st Conference, Brussels, 1873,
pp. 16-22.. Report of 33rd Conference, Stockholm, 1924, pp. 345-347. Report of
37th Confere7lce, Oxford, 1932. pp. 27·57. Report of 39th Conference, Paris, 1936,
pp. 248·250. See also Revue de Droit Inttmlational, 1931, vol. 8, pp. 7-55; 64-85;
Idem.,. 1932, vol. 10. pp. 86·141.

J.:l Bulletin officiel du VlIeme Congri:s Universel de la Paix, tenu aBudapest du 17
au 22 septembre 1896. Redige et publie par les soins du Bureau International de
la Paix a: Berne (Berne, 1896) , pp. U!9-40. See. appendix A, No. 13.

part of Henri La Fontaine's Magnissima Charta of world law an~ o~gani

zation (1916) 0 and Daltasar Drum's Draft Statllte of the ASSOCIatIon of
Americal1 States (1923) 7 are examples.

Of even more significance may be the leading drafts of certain pub
licilits presented to non-governmental organizations and scientific institu
tions for consideration. M. Albert de Lapradelle as repoz'tcr of a commis
sion of the Institute of International Law submitted a text of his Declara
tion of the Rights and Duties of Nations to the Institute for consideration
at its 1921 session in Rome and its 1925 session at The HaKU~.8 A draft
prepared by Mr. Victor M. Maurtua in 1931 wa~ communicated by the
American ·Institute of International Law to the Seventh International
Conference of American States at Montevideo in 1933.° Following a
suggestion which he had made to the Hague Conference for the Codifi
cation of International Law, Dr. Alejandro Alvarez in 1931 presented a
Declaration of Great Principles of Modem International Law to several
international associations.10 Amende,l declarations were approved by the
International Juridical Union and the International Diplomatic Academy
in 1935, and by the International Law Association in 1936.11

Several non-governmental organizations have dealt with the subject
of rights and duties of States in their conferences and meetings. Among
the earliest of these were th\~ sessions of the Universal Peace CongressP
The Third Universal Peace Congress in 1891 adopted a short declaration
of basic principles of international law. This declaration was revised and
enlarged at the Seventh Congress held in Budapest in 1896. The Inter
Parliamentary Union has shown sustained interest .m the subject. This
unofficial body composed of members of parliaments of some thirty States
recommended preparation of a declaration of rights and duties of States
as early as 1899. A draft before its conference held at Washington in

13 Union Interparlemen
Berlin du 23 au 28 aollt
1928) • pp. 525-27. See a

"'Umon Interparlemen
an. Caire du 7 au 12 avril
1925.

,. J. B. Scott, The Ame
RigFits and Duties of Nat

111 American Journal of
11 American Journal of
18 United Nations Co

vol. 3. pp. 272.273.
10 Seances et TrlWaux

175. See appendix A, N
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1925 was the subject of prolonged discussion, and a declaration was
adopted at the 25th Conferr.nce in Berlin in 1928.18 The questi()n was
again discussed at the 36th Conference in 1947 in connexion with the
subject of cC'dification of international law.a

One of the most important single draft.~, judged from it.~ distribution
and the general attention that it has attractr.d, is that prepared on the
initiative of Mr. James Brown Seott and adopted by the American Institute
of International Law in 1916, under the naml': of "Declaration of the
Rights and Duties of Nations". The American Institute of International
Law, being an unoffidal sdentific a.~s{lciation of the national societies of
international law established in the American Republic.~, has played a
leading role in the codification of international law in the western
hemisphere. The draft of six articles was published with comment citing
leading American and British cases, and statements of the South Ameri
can publicists, Calvo and Bello, and some constitutional provisions and
legislation.111 The American Institute draft has been widely discussed
officially and unofficially. Secretary of State Hughes in 1923 stated that
the declaration "embc.dir_~ the fundamental principles of policy of the
United States in relation to the Rep,~blics of Latin American

•
10 With

the addition of a seventh article this draft served a.~ one of the projects
presented by the American Institute of International Law as a basis of
study to the International Commission of Aml':rican JuriSt.~,11 and wa.~

eventually one of the precedents for the Convention on Right.~ and Duties
of States signed at Montevideo in 1933. The American Institute draft
was also presented to the United Nations Conference on International
Organization at San Francisco by the delegation of Panama. III The
1Iltemational Juridical Union, established in Paris in 1919, by a group
of forty international jurists, devoted its first two sessions to the discussion
of the American Institute draft, and adopted its own draft on 11 Novem
ber 1919.10 As already mentioned, the International Juridical Union in
1933 also approved an amended version of the draft prepared by Dr.
Alvarez.20

Finally, reference snould be made to "International Law of the Future:
Postulates, Principles and Proposals" which was prepared by some two

"Union Interparlementaire. Compte Rendu de la XXTleme Conft/rence, tenue a
Berlin du 23 au 2B aoftt 1928. Publie par le Bureau Interparlementairc (Lausanne.
1928) , pp. 525-27. See appendix A. No. lB.

"Umon Interparlementaire. Compte Rendu de la XXXTlIeme Conference, tenue
au Gaire du 7 au 12 avril 1947, See also Compte Rendu de la XXlTTeme Conference,
1925.

lIS.T. B. Scatt. The American Institute of International Law: lts Declaration on the
Riglits and Duties ot Nations (Washington. 1916). For text see appendix A, No. 14.

,. American Journal of International Law, 192.~. vol. 19, p. 336.
11 American Journal of International Law Special Supplement, 1926, vol. 20, p. 311.
"Unired Nations Conference on International Organization, document 2 Gf7,

vol. 3. pp. 272-273.
1D St/ances et Trauaux de l'Union Juridiqw: lnternationale, 1920. val. 2, pp. 174·

175. See appendix A. No. 15.
,. St/ances et Travau:;: de l'Union J'Uridique Intemationale. 1935.
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hundred jurists, mostly American and Canadian, under the chairmanship
of Professor Manley O. Hudson and which in its ten principles laid down.
specific legal duties for States.2! After two years of discussion and numerous
regional conferences the Postulates, Principles and Proposals were issued
on 1 January 1944 as a confidential statement. They were released for
general circulation on 27 March 1944, and have been widely distributed
by the American and Canadian Bar Associations and the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. They have been translated into the
Chinese, French, German and Spanish languages. In 1945 they were
cited by the Netherlands and Mexic~n delegations at San Francisco as
an example for a.draft Declaration on Rights and Duties of States.2:!

When the delegation of Panama, in January 1946, submitted to the
first part of tile first session of the General Assembly the Draft Declara
tion on the Rights and Duties of States, Dr. Ricardo J. Alfaro, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama, in an explanatory note
accompanying this draft, acknowledged the extent to which the drafts
of the American Institute of International Law of 1916 and the Principles
of the International Law of the Future of 1944 had served as a basis for
the Panamanian Draft.2B Mention was also made by Dr. Alfaro of these
drafts at the 40th meeting of the First Committee of the General Assem
bly during the second part of the first session, 5 December 1946.24 He
also paid tribute to the declaration prepared by Dr. Alejandro Alvarez
in 1931.25

At the present time several non-governmental organizations are work
ing on the subject of rights and duties. Of particular importance is the
work carried out under the auspices of the American Bar Association
Committee for Peace and Law through United Nations. Collections of
the texts of twenty-two Declarations on Rights and Duties of States have
been published together with bases for discussion, and have been the
subject of discussion at regional bar association meetings.26

.. The International Law of the Future, Postulates, Principles and Proposals
(Washington, 1944). See appendix A, No. 19.

.. United Nations Conference on International OrganW.!tion, document 2 G/7,
vol. 3, pp. 58 and 324.

"United Nations Conference on International Organization, A/19, A/19/Corr. 1
and A/285, A/285 Corr. 1.

.. United Nations Journal No. 52, Supplement No. I, A/C.1/ll8. p. 275.

.. United Nations Journal No. 52, Supplement No. I, A/C. /118, p. 276: "The
declaration of rights and duties of States which seemed the most comprehensive and
the most far-reaching was the one issued in 1931 by Dr. Alejandro Alvarez, which
consisted of six articles under eight headings and covered all SUbject matters of in
ternational law. It was only open to one criticism; namely that as a declaration it
was too extensive."

llIl American Bar Association document No. 2, 1 January 1947: The Progressive
Development of International Law. Proposed Declarations on Rights and Duties of
States. and American Bar Association document No. 2A.
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B. INTER-AMERICAN EFFORTS AND
ACHIEVEMENTS

The subject of a declaration of rights and duties of States has attracted
not only the attention of international jurists and of non-governmental
organizations but also that of the Governments.27 This is particularly
noticeable in the New World.

In the inter-American system, the question of the rights and duties
of States has always been closely connected with the work for the codifica
tion of international law. But even before the machinery for such codifi
cation was established, the subject had been frequently dealt with at the
international conferences of the American Republics.

As will be seen subsequently, the American Republics did not adopt
any general declaration of the rights and duties of States until the Seventh
Inter-American Conference (1933). Before this date, they had agreed
from time to time concerning specific rights and duties, and thus pre
pared the way for the conclusion of the Montevidt.o Convention.

The first collective proclamation relating to certain duties of States
may be traced to the Congress of Panama, held in 1826. The Treaty of
Perpetual Union, League, and Confederation signed at the Congress28

stipulated the duty to use pacific methods for the settlement of inter
national disputes, such as good offices, mediation, conciliation, and in
some situations, arbitration, aad thus established the duty to resort to
peaceful and conciliatory procedures for the adjustment of international
controversies. The Latin-American nations met subsequently at Lima in
1847 and 1864, signing other treaties in which the non-recognition of
territorial acquisitions by force was agreed upon.29

When late in the nineteenth century these gatherings became pan
American in scope, new attempts were made to proclaim and define in a
more precise form the rights and duties of States. The First International
Conference of American States, which met at Washington in 1888-1889,
issued two recommendations bearing on other rights and duties of States.
One of them outlawed conquest as a means of acquiring territory. The
other, dealing with claims and diplomatic protection, set forth the prin
ciple that nationals and foreigners stood on an equal footing before the

'" For a compilation of the texts of the most important official precedents, see
appendix A, No. 1·12. It will be noted that the proposal prepared. by the Italian
~elegati?n to the ~eace Conference (1919) is the only official precedent not prepared
In the mter-Amerlcan system.

'" The Republics of Colombia, Central America. Peru, and the United Mexican
States were the signatories to the Treaty, which was never ratified by anyone of
the parties. Cf. International American Conference. Reports of Committees and
Discussions thereon, vol. IV, p. 184.

""The Basic Principles of the Pan American System. Pan American Union. Wash
ington, 1943, p. 5. These treaties failed to be 1'litified.

5
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locallaw.30 Further steps were taken at the Mexico Conference of 1902,
at which the Amcrican Republics signed two fully detailed treaties con
cerning the duty to resort to arbitration for solving international con
troversies relating to pecuniary claims. These were the Treaty on Com
pulsory Arbitration and the Treaty of Arbitration for Pecuniary Claims.lIl

A few years later, both the Third and the Fourth International Confer
ences of American States, held at Rio de JaO\'iro in 1904 and Buenos
Aires in 1910 respcctively, also dealt with arbitr.,tion in general and
with particular reference to disputes arising from pecuniary claims.82

The Fifth Conference (Santiago de Chile, 1923) adopted a resolution
in regard to "the.best means to give wider application to the principle of
the judicial or arbitral settlement of disputes that may arise between
the Republics of the American Continent".88 In addition, a new treaty
was signed providing for the means "to avoid or prevent conflicts between
the American States". This agreement, generally known as the Gondra
Treaty, was widely ratified by or adhered to by the American States.84 In
connexion with the achievements of this Conference, special mention
should be made of a resolution dealing with tlle codification of inter
national law. According to this resolution the Congress of Jurists was to
resume its work and submit to the next International Conference of
American States "its resolutions, in order that, if approved, they may be
communicated to the Governments and incorporated in Conventions".3ii
As it will be seen subsequently, the task performed by the Commission
of Jurists had a decisive influence on the convention and resolutions on
the rights and duties of States drafted by subsequent Inter-American
Conferences.

At the Conference held at Mexico City in 1901-1902, the American
nations agreed to set up the codification machinery.36 However, the
Convention providing for this endeavour failed to obtain the ratifications
needed to make it effective, and it was not until the next Conference met
that a body entrusted with the task of the codification of international
law became a reality.87 The International Commission of American
Jurists created by the Third Inter-American Conference met for the first
time at Rio de Janeiro in 1912 and prepared a number of projects on
both public and private international law. Special reference should be

.. The Intemational Conference of Ammcan States, 1889·1928 (Carnegie Endow·
ment). New York, 1931, pp. 44·45.

!lIbid., pp. 100·104 and 104-105.
"Ibid., pp. 124 and 183-185.
.. Ibid., pp. 283-284. .
"Ibid., pp. 285-289.
"" Ibid., pp. 245-247.
""Ibid., pp. 69-70.
lIT The Convention on International Law providing for the creation of the Inter

national Commission of American Jurists was ratified by Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Co
lombia, Costa Rica. Dominican Republic. Ecuador, Guatemala. Honduras. Mexico.
Panama, Peru. El Salvador, Umted States of America and Uruguay. Ibid.,
pp. 144-146.
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made to the projects on rights and duties of States prepared by Dr. E.
Pessoa to facilitate the task of the Conference.8B Owing to World War J
further progress could not be made until the next regular Conference
met at Santiago de Chile in 1923. At this Conference the Commis3ion of
Jurists was reorganized and instructed to submit its resolutions to the
Sixth International Conference of American States, to be held at Havana
in 1928.80 The Commission resumed its task at Rio de Janeiro in 1927,
and with the valuable preparatory work undertaken by the American
Institute of International Law40 drafted twelve projects dealing with
certain subjects of public international law and a code of private inter
national law (the "Bustamante Code"). Among those projects five at
least bore dircctly on the rights and duties of States, namely, Funda
mental Bases of International Law (project I); States: Existence,
Equality, Recognition (project 11); Status of Aliens (project Ill);
Obligations of States in the Event of Civil War (project XI); Pacific
Settlement of International Conflicts (project XII) .41

The Sixth Inter-American Conference held at Havana did not make
a substantial contribution to the progressive development of the rights
and duties of States. In fact, of the five projects referred to above, only
two were adopted as Conventions: Status of Aliens' and Duties and Rights
of States in the Event of Civil strife. The Havana Conference, however,
took a further step concerning the use of force in international relations
by adopting a resolution declaring that aggression was "considered illicit
and as such declared prohibited", and that "the American States will
employ all pacific means to ~ettle conflicts which may arise between
them".42 Furthermore, the Conference was responsible for the great prog
ress made nearly a year later at the International Conference of American
States on Conciliation and Arbitration, held in Washington in pursuance
of .a resolution adopted in Havana.48 Three relevant instruments on the
subject were signed at the Washington Conference: a General Convention

.. See Fifth International Conference of American States. Aetas de las Sesiones de
las Comisiones de la Conferencia (Santiago de Chile) p. 207.

IOlnternational Conference of American States, 1889-1928, p. 246.
'" The Institute at the r~uest of the Governing Board of the Pan American Union.

had prepared in 1925 thtrty projects on international law. Some of them were
directly concerned with the rights and duties of States: Fundamental Rules of Inter
national Law (project No. 4) ; Nations (project No. 5) : Recognition of New Nations
and New Governments (project No. 6) ; Declaration of Rights and Duties of Nations
(project No. 7): Fundamental Rights of American Republks (project No. 8): Na
tional Domain (project No. 10); Jurisdiction (project No. 12) Responsibility of
Governments (project No. 15); Diplomatic Projection (project No. 16); Pacific
Settlement (project No. 27); Conquest (project No. 80) American Journal of Inter
national Law, Supplement (1926). vol. 20. pp. 804. 809-3111. 818-20. 828-825. 828-829.
868,884. "

41 International Commission of Jurists (Sessions held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
18 April to 20 May 1927). Public International Law, Washington. D. C.• 1927.
pp. 5-12, 85-40.

"International Conference of American States, 1889-1928, p. 441-442.
&I Ibid., p. 487.
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of Inter-American Conciliation, a General Treaty of Inter-American
Arbitration, and a Protocol of Progressive Arbitration." .

In 1933 the American Republics made the first attempt to embody in
a single instrument a declaration of the rights and duties of States. The
political atmosphere prevailing at the time and the exhaustive technical
work done by both the official and non-official codification agencies, sug
gested to the delegates meeting at Montevideo that such a declaration
should be given conventional rank. The Convention on Rights and
Duties of States signed therein, and later ratified by sixteen American
nations, was the outcome of those favourable circumstances. The rights
declared. by th.e Convention were as follows: political existence
(independent of recognition), territorial integrity, independence, self
preservation, jurisdiction and equality; and the duties were non-interven
tion, respect for others' rights, non-recognition of territorial acquisitions
or special advantages obtained by force, and finally, the obligation to
resort to pacific means in settling international disputes.4~ The Monte
video Conference took further steps for implementing this general declara
tion. Reference should be made in this connexion to a Resolution on
Responsibility of States, to an Additional Protocol to the General Conven
tion on Inter-American Conciliation, and to a Resolution on Good Offices
and Mediation.46

Subsequently, the rights and duties of States incorporated in the above
mentioned Convention were reaffirmed from time to time by a series of
declarations of principles of continental solidarity and co-operation, as well
as by other agreements formulated by the Inter-American Conferences.
By way of illustration the following instruments might be mentioned: the
Declaration of Principles of Inter-An,]erican Solidarity and Co-operation
(Buenos Aires, 1936); the Additional Protocol relative to Non-Interven
tion (ibid.);47 the Declaration of the Principles of the Solidarity of
America (Declaration of Lima) and the Declaration of American Prin
ciples (Lima, 1938) ;48 the Declaration on the Maintenance of Peace and
Union among the American Republics (Havana, 1940) ;49 the Declaration
on Reciprocal Assistance and American Solidarity (Act of Chapultepec)
and the Declaration of Mexico (Mexico, 1945) .~O

Seemingly because certain rights and duties of States have often been
declared and drafted in similar but not identical terms, the Inter-American
Conference held at Mexico City in 1945 resolved that a draft Declara-

.. International Conference of American States, 1889·1928, pp. 455·457, 458·461,
462·468.

.. The International Conference Of American States, First Supplement, 1933-1940.
Washington, 1940, pp. 121·123.

., Ibid., pp. 91·92, 120·121, 65.

.. Ibid., pp. 160·161, 191-192.

.. Ibid., pp. 308·310.

.. Ibid., pp. 360·361•

.. Inter·American Conference on Problems Of War and Peace, Mexico City. 21 Feb.
8 Mar. 1945. Pan American Union, Washington, 1945, pp. 82·89-40.

... ,,,-

tion of
Board 0

The (
laration
well as
dples 0

Commit
intende
the pea
based, i
duties 0

Inpu
of the I
tion of
the Go
observa
served ~

The
of right
of Ame
April,
article
devotes
reaffim
ment 0

additio
system

""Ibid.
"The

the Thir
"The

eignty a
repudiat
and pad
national

M Draf
Union.

"Cha



.merican

Ibody in
les. The
:echnical
:ies, sug
~laratioll

:hts and
.mcrican
le rights
~xistence

Ice, self
.nterven
[uisitions
:ation to
Monte

declara
lltion on
Convcn
d Offices

.e above
series of
1, as well
ferences.
ned: the
Iperation
:nterven
larity of
an Prin
eace and
claration
,ultepec)

ten been
unerican
Declara-

9

tion of the Rights and Duties of States be prepared by the Governing
Board of the Pan American Union.G1

The Governing Board was requested to take into account similar dec
larations of principles issued by previous Inter-American Conferences, as
well as the draft Declaration on the Reaffirmation of Fundamental Prin
ciples of International Law prepared by the Inter-American Juridical
Committee in 1942.G2 Although the Committee's draft declaration was
intended to reaffirm fundamental principles of international law 011 which
the peace and cOPtinental solidarity of the American Republics were
based, it actually embodied :. comprehensive statement of the rights and
duties of States.58

In pursuance of the above-mentioned Resolution, the Governing Board
of the Pan American Union approved, on 17 July 1946, a draft Declara
tion of the Rights and Duties of American States, and submitted it to
the Governments of the American Republics for their comments and
observations.M The draft declaration was a detailed document which
served as the basis for discussion at the recent Bogota Conference.

The latest contribution of the Pan American system on the question
of rights and duties of States is found in the Charter of l:he Organization
of American States, signed at the Ninth Inter-knerican Conference in
April, 1948. In addition to the declaration of principles contained in
article 5, which includes several rights and duties of States, the Charter
devotes a whole chapter to the subject.5G This chapter is, in fact, a
reaffirmation of the rights and duties of States in the form of a restate
ment of previous declarations. It may be noted, however, that some
additions have been made in- order to adjust the new inter-American
system within the structure of the United Nations Organization.

III Ibid., p. 36.
.. The Inter-American Juridical Committee was created by Resolution XXVI of

the Third Meeting of Foreign Ministers, held at Rio de Janeiro in January, 1942.
"The rights and duties thus reaffirmed were the following: personality, sover

eignty and independence; non-intervention. legal equality, pacta sunt servanda,
repudiation of the use of force. non-recognition of acquisitions obtained by force,
and pacific settlement of international disputes. Cf. The American Journal of Inter.
national Law, 19~2. vol. 37. pp. 21-24.

.. Draft Declaration of the Rights and Duties of American States. Pan American
Union. Washington. 1946.

"" Chapter III of the Charter of the Organization of the American States.

" 458-461,

1933-1940. I:

y.21 Feb.-
f
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C. DISCUSSIONS IN THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The question of a declaration of rights and duties of States was sug
gested to the Assembly of the League of Nations on several occasio~s.

For example, it was mentioned by Dr. Alvarez (Chile) r,6 and Mr. Frangulis
(Greece)fi7 in 1921, and by Mr. Pella (Romania)fiS in 1927. Rut a more
thorough discussion of the question took place only once, and that in 1928
by Committee I of the Ninth Assembly.

At the' third meeting of Committee I of the Ninth Assembly of the
League of Nations, Mr. Ferrera of Cuba, during the debate on the draft
resolution to be submitted to the Assembly concerning the progressive
codification of international law, proposed that any work on codification
of public international law should be prefaced by a declaration regarding
the rights and duties of States.3D

The Chairman, Mr. Scialoja of Italy, raised the proposal of Mr. Ferrera
for discussion at the fourth meeting of Committee I on 13 September
1928.60 Delegates representing El Salvador, Sweden, Greece, India and
Belgium questioned the expediency of the Cuban proposal. M. Guerrero
of El Salvador thought the Cuban proposal a departure from the s!ow
and thorough method of procedure adopted for codification of intema
tionallaw, and suggested that the Committee of Experts for the Progres
sive Codification of International Law be invited to study the question
at such time as it should meet. This proposal was reluctantly adopted by
Mr. Ferrera, and adopted by the Committee subject to drafting changes.

The Chairman, Mr. Scialoja of Italy, thought that inquiry should not
be made of the existence of rights and duties, but of the possibility of
finding a formula.61 The Rapporteur, Mr. Rolin of Belgium, could not
agree to pronouncing immediately upon the desirability of determining
rights and duties of States. He argued that: "Fundamental rights and
duties were, most fortunately, in process at the moment of a marked pro
gressive evolution. A restrictive declaration of rights and duties of States,
so far from having a favourable effect, would, he thought, be liable to
hinder the work in one of its most vital aspects."

-8eoond Assembly Meetings of Committee I. p. 114 (1921).
If 8eoond Assembly Plenary 'Meetings. p. 276. (1921).
- Eighth Assembly Plenary Meetings. p. 206 (1927).
- Ninth Assembly Committee I. p. 17 (12 September 1928).
.. Ninth Assembly Committee I. p. 24 (1928). The proposal as stated by the

Chairman is: "In conformity with various precedents. the Codification Conference
should be called upon to preface its work wIth something in the form of a declara·
tion regarding the rights and duties of States:'

11 He suggested the following text: "The Assembly requests the Council to invite
the Committee to consider whether it would be possible to propose a formula
reianJ,ing the rights and duties of States that would be the most satisfactory
formula."
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However, he thought it proper to request the opinion of the Committee
of Experts and proposed the following text:

"The Assembly recommends that the Committee of Experts should,
when it next holds a session-without on that account requiring a special
session during the year 1929-consider the possibility and the desirability
of seeking by the procedure of codification the establishment of a declara
tion on the fundamental rights and duties of States."

This text, as approved by Committee I, was embodied as a concluding
paragraph in the resolution adopted by the Assembly of the League of
Nations on 24 September 1928 concerning Preparatory Work for Further
Conferences on Codification of International Law.o2

The Committee of Experts for the Progressive Codification of Inter
national Law did not meet in 1929.63 However, Baron Marks de Wurtem
berg of Sweden at the fourth meeting of Committee I, 16 September 1929,
reminded the Committee that at the ninth Assembly of the League of
Nations, the Committee of Experts had been instructed to consider the
possibility of formulating a declaration of the fundamental rights and
duties of States. He thought it desirable that the Committee should meet
shortly after the session of the Assembly to be held in 1930.64

Mter the Conference for the Codification of International Law which
met at The Hague from 13 March to 12 April 1930, the subject of a dec
laration of the rights and duties of States does not seem to have received
further attention.

"Ninth Assembly Plenary Meetings, p. 144 (1928) .
.. Tenth Assembly Plenary Meetings. annex 2. p. 193 (1929).
.. Tenth Assembly Committee I •.p. 22 (1929).
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11. CONSIDERATION OF A DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS
AND DUTIES OF STATES IN THE UNITED NATiONS

A. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIO~~AL

ORGANIZATION
(25 April-26 June 1945)

Suggestions for a declaration on the rights and duties of States have
been presented to the United Nations si..Tlce the organizational conference
at San Francisco in 1945. The preparation of such a declaration is thus
one of the earliest and most persistently urged projects to be considered by
the United Nations.

Amendments and additions to the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals suggest
ing the inclusion of a declaration of rights and' duties of States in the
Charter of the United Nations were submitted by several Governments
for consideration by the United Nations Conference on International
Organization at San Francisco. Some delegations submitted complete or
partial texts of a Declaration on Rights and Duties of States, some of
which were based on previous drafts by noted international jurists and
proposals by na.tional and international organizations.

Proposals of Mexico
The Department of Foreign Relations of Mexico submitted certain pro

posals for an international organization with a comparative study of the
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals and these Mexican proposals.65 The original
memorandum subIr..itted by the Mexican Government commenced with
the statement that "International law is recognized as the fundamental
basis for the conduct of Governments".66 The Mexican Government
maintained that a precise statement of the essential principles of inter
national law, in the form of a ''Declaration of Rights and Duties of
States" and a "Declaration of International Rights and Duties of Man"
should be drafted by a Committee of Experts of the United Nations.67
In drafting a Declaration on Rights and Duties of States, Mexico sug
gested the advisability of making a comparative study of the principles
incorporated in Chapter II of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals and those
contained in various national and international proposals on the subject.6s

Oli United Nations Conference on International Organization document. 2 GJ7 (c).
23 April 1945. vol. 3. pp. 54-188.

00 Ibid., p. 60.
01 Ibid., p. 64.
"" Ibid., p. 57-58.
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Any declaration on rights and duties of States, Mexico emphasized,
should include the following principles: (1) Respect for territorial in
tegrity and for political independence; (2) Non-intervention in external
or internal afi'a:'"S of another State; (3) Eq1lality of jurisdiction over
nationals and aliens.69

This first memorandum (Opinion of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mexico on the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals for the Creation of a General
International Organization) proved too extensive for study by the San
Francisco Conference. Consequently, the Mexican delegation submitted
an additional document, containing the conclusions of the above-men
tioned paper and. the observations presented by Mexico to the Inter
American Conference on the Problems of War and Peace.70 As a con
cession to expediency, this second opinion omitted the explicit mention'
of a declaration on rights and duties of nations. The principle of equality
of jurisdiction over nationals and aliens was also omitted. However, the
principles of respect for territorial integrity, and of non-intervention were
retained, although in slightly altered form.71

Proposals of the Netherlands
The Netherlands delegation submitted the following alternative amend

ments to the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals for consideration by the United
Nations Confe1'P.nce on International Organization: 72

1
CHAPTER 1 (PURPOSES) AND (PRINCIPLES)

Alternative amendment

A (in case Bis not accepted)
Insert in chapter 1 sub 1 after the words "to maintain international

peace and security," "in conformity with the elementary principles of
morality and justice and on the basis of due regard for international law."

or
B (in case A is not accepted)

Insert in or add to the chapter a statement setting fm·th the funda
mental rights and duties of States.

As an example of a document setting forth the fundamental rights and
duties of States as mentioned in sub B, the Netherlands delegation sub
mitted the "Principles for the International Law of the Future".78

In chapter I of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals it is stated: that one of
the purposes of the organization is the maintenance of international peace

·United Nations Conference on International Organization document 2 G{7 (c).
25 April 1945. vol. 5. pp. 57·58.

"'United Nations Conference on International< Organization document 2 G{7 (c)
(1).5 May 1945. vol. 5. pp. 175-188.

71Ibid., p. 179.
'!I United Nations Conference on International Organization document 2 G{7 (J)

(1). 1 May 1945. vol. 5. pp. 522·880.
'!IIbid..• pp. 528·529.
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and security. The Netherlands delegation pointed out that the basis on
which international peace and security could be maintained was not ex
plained. They felt that an express statement such as one setting forth the
rights and duties of States, fulfilled that requirement.

The Netherlands delegation also believed that the adoption of either
of the amendments under A and B would afford some reasonable compen
sation for the unequal position of permanent and non-permanent members
on the Security Counci!, created by the proposed voting procedure for
that body.76

Proposals of Cuba

The Cuban delegation, on 2 May 1945, submitted the following amend
ment to chapter H of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals: 75

CHAPTER H. PRINCIPLES

In pursuit of the purposes mentioned in chapter I, the States which are
members of the Organization, shall conform their acts to the principles
contained in the "Declaration of the Duties and Rights of Nations" and
the "Declaration of the International Rights and Duties of the Individual,"
which the General Assembly shall adopt within the, shortest possible time
after it is constituted.

The Cuban delegation maintained that a declaration of duties and
rights of nations would act as a guide in the maintenance of international
peace and security, and serve as a basis for all agreements which may be
concluded in accordance with international practice and the enforcement
of international law.76 The Cuban delegation submitted a draft Declara
tion of Duties and Rights of Nations which follows closely a draft that
was prepared by Mr. Gustave Gutierrez Sanchez and presented by the
Cuban delegation to the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War
and Peace, held at Mexico City in 1945.77

.. The Belgian delegation also expressed concern lest influence or political pressure
might induce the Security Council to impose modifications on essential State's rigl;ts.
The Belgian delegation wished to give the Security Council the responsibility for
ensuring the ohservation of engagements entered into by the States. They imisted
that those States which submit their differences to the Security Council should also
be permitted to have the Court of International Justice give an opinion on the
existence of any essential rights which may be invaded by a decision of the Security
Council. If the Court should consider that such rights have in fact been disregarded,
it would be the duty of the Council either to reconsider the question maintaining
or modifying its conclusions, or refer the matter to the General Assembly. United
Nations Conference on International Organization document 2 G/7 (k) (1), 4 May
1945, vol. 3, pp. 336-337.

'/Il Ibid., p. 495.
"'The inclusion of the "Declaration of the Duties and Rights of Nations" was not

insisted upon at the time of presentation by the Cuban delegation. Nevertheless,
they wished that note should be taken of the fact that the Cuban delegation had
made these suggestions and hoped that the Assembly of the World Organization
would give them dne' consideration. United Nations Conference on International
Organization, document 382 III I 19, 17 May (1945) vol. 6, p. 303.

TT United Nations Conference on International Organization, document 2 G/14 (g),
2 May 1945, vol. 3, pp. 496-499, see appendix A, No. 11.
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Proposals of Panama
The delegation of the RepubliC of Panama submitted several amend

ments and additions to chapters I and 11 of the proposals agreed upon at .
the Conference of Dumbarton Oaks. The suggesti~.·ora declaration of
rights and duties of States appeared as a proposed amendment to para
graph 1, chapter I. It read as follows:

. CHAPTER I. PURPOSES

The purposes of the Organization are:
1. To maintain international peace and security in conformity with

the fundamental principles of international law and to ma1;:ltain and
observe tlie standards set forth in the "Declaration of the Rights and
Duties of Nations" and the "Declaration of Essential Human Rights"
which are appended to the present charter, and which are made an
integral part thereo£.78

The delegation proposed that the Declaration of the Rights and Duties
of Nations referred to above be the declaration adopted by the American
Institute of International Law in Washington, 6 January 1916.79

Proposals of othQr delegations
Many other delegations submitted amendments and observations to the

United Nations Conference on International Organization which were in
the form of suggestions of specific rights and duties of States. Several
such proposals were essentially similar in content to those deClarations on
rights and duties submitted by the above-mentioned delegation, while
others contained additional enumerations.80

Consideration by Commi.... 1 of Commission I
The Government suggestions for a draft Declaration on Rights and

Duties of States were submitted to Commission I Committee 1/1 for' con
sideration.81

At the seventh meeting of Committee 1/1, the delegate of Cuba desired
that it be made a matter of record that the "Declaration of the Duties and
Rights of Nations" and the ''Declaration of the International Duties of
the Individual" were not at present insisted upon by his delegation, but
that note should be taken of the fact that the Cuban delegation had made
these specific suggestions and hoped that the Assembly of the WorId
Organization would give them due consideration.82

78 United Nations Conference on International Organization, document 2 G/7 (g)
2. 5 May 1945, vol. 3, p. 265.

'l1l1bid., p.266; for text of declaration see pp. 272-273; see appendix A, No. 14.
.. Sec Cuban proposals on wapter IT document 2 G/7 (g) (2), 6 May 1945, vol. 3,

pp. 269-271. For an explicit enumeration of rights and duties of States see also
Ecuadorian draft proposals document 2 G/7 (P), I May 1945, pp. 398-.399.

81 United Nations Conference on International OIganization, document 215 1/1/10.
11 May 1945 (Documentation for meetings of Committee Ill/) vol. 6. pp. 525·571;
Panama amendment document 215 1/1/10. 11 May 1945, p. 546; 565-566; Cuban
amendment, ibid., p. 560; Mexico, ibid., p. 563·564}.

"United Nations Conference on International Organization document 382. 1/1/19.
17 May 1945. vol. 6, pp. 303-304.

In the report of
Chapter I-Purpos
and 3 a suggestion
Bill of Rights of N
national Organizat

The Report state
"The Committee

Conference, if only
draft in an interna
better proceed to c(
and to deal effecti
other method."8B

III United Nations C
(I). 13 June 1945, v
sets forth the principl
agree to act. Is in a s(
A. No. 2. (The Gen
General Assembly sta
a declaration of l'ight
which such rights an
Alfaro. In presenting
opinion. Article 2 is f:
of States. (A/285, pp.



17
In the report of the Rapporteur of Committee 1 to Commission I o'

Chapter I-Purposes, it was stated that in connexion with paragraphs 2
and 3 a suggestion was made to draft or to include an already drafted
Bill of Rights of Nations and of individuals in the Charter of the Inter
national Organization.

The Report states:
"The Committee received the idea with sympathy, but decided that the

Conference, if only for lack of time, could not proceed to realize such a
draft in an international contract. The organization, once formed, could
better proceed to consider the suggestion for such a bill of rights of nations
and to deal effectively with it through a special commission or by some
other method.tlSB

T
J

I
!
I
I

L -

"United Nations Confcrcncc on Intcrnational Organization documcnt 9<14, 1/1/84
(1). 18 June 1945, vol. 6, p. 456. Article 2 of the United Nations Charter whicll
sets forth the principles In accordance with which the Or~anization and its Members
agree to act, is in a sensc a declaration of l'ights llnd dutlcs of States. Sce Appcndix
A, No. 2. (The General Committee of the First Part of the First Session of the
Gcneral Assembly stated that the Charter of thc United Nations itself constitutes
a declaration of rights and dUlles of nations, and represented the farthest extent to
which such rights ;,md duties could be formulated at that time. A/BUR/G.) Dr.
Alfaro, in presenting the Panamanian draft Dcclaration, has stated that, in his
opinion, Article 2 is far from bcing a thorough enumeration of the rights and dutics
of Statcs. (A/285, pp. 14·15; ]ourtlal No. 52, Supplement No. 1. A/C.I/118, p. 275).
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B. FIRST SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(10 January-14 February 1946 and 23 October-15 December 1946)

In a communication to the Executive Secretary, the Cuban delegation
proposed that the question of the declaration of the duties and rights of
nations be included in the agenda of the General Assembly for the first
part of the first session. The Cuban delegation stated that in the event
of the inclusion in the agenda of this subject they would at the proper
time present a draft text to serve as a basis for discussion by the Assembly.84

The General Committee in their fii'St meeting on 13 January 1946
considered the supplementary list of items containing the Cuban pro
posal.85 After discussion, the General Committee agreed that the draft
resolution submitted by the Cuban delegation relating to the declaration
on the duties and rights of nations, while of great importance, could not
appropriately be included in the supplementary list. The General Com
mittee stated that the Charter of the United Nations itself constitutes such
a declaration and represents the furthest eAtent that such duties and
rights can be formulated at the present time.88 The General Committee's
report on the supplementary items to be included in the agenda was con
sidered at the seventh plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 14
January 1946. The President, M. Spaak of Belgium, stated that it was
the opinion of the General Committee that the declaration on the rights
and duties of nations can form the subject of a general debate in view of
the fact that the Charter itself is already an attempt to determine the
rights and duties of nations.S7

Mr. Dihigo, representative of Cuba, urged that his proposal for a
declaration on duties and rights of nations be taken up at once. He said: 88

"In regard to the Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Nations, the
General Committee says that the Charter of the United Nations itself
constitutes such a dechu:ation, and that this is really the furthest extent
to which such duties and rights can be formulated at the present time.
With great respect f~r what the General Committee has said, we think
that, though the Charter contains many of the principles from which are

.. Al5, p. 6, 5 January 1946: A/BUR/I.
- OffiCIal RecoTds of the fiTst paTt of the fiTst session of the GeneTal Assembly,

General Committee, Summary Records of the Meetings, p. 2.
-A/BUR/6.
If Official Records of the first part of the fiTst session of the General Assembly,

General Committee, Summary Records of the Meetings, p. 101.
"Idem, p. 102.
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derived the rights and d'.lties of nations, the Charter does not exhaust
this subject, and if we are to live in a world of peace, in a world of justice,
everlasting peace can only be based on justice and not indefinitely on
force. It is absolutely necessary that we have an enumeration of the rights
and duties of nations, so that all nations may know what are their rights
and what are their obligations."

The President replied: 89
"As regards the rights of nations, the General Committee points out

that the Charter itself constitutes a first attempt to codify their rights
and duties, and that this subject can therefore be taken up in the general
discussion without any special provision being made for it in the agenda.

"The only divergence between the views of the Cuban delegation and
those of the General Committee is not whether these questions should be
discussed-there is complete agreement as to that-but whether there is
any need to make special provision for them in the agenda. The General
Committee feels there is no need, as this question can be dealt with in
the discussion of the report of the Preparatory Commission."

Mr. Manuilsky, representative of the Ukrainian SSR, urged postpone
ment of the subject. He stated: 90

"Unfortunately, when we seek to determine the rights of nations, no
text is to be found; legislation is silent on this point. Our own Charter
lays down that the nations shall have the right to self-determination. But
difficulties arise as to what is meant by the right of nations to self
determination.

"In Spain, the people expressed their right in perfectly legal elections,
but subsequently a General came along who challenged their right to
express their will in that way. I do not know whether the Spanish ques
tion is ripe, but I foresee a good many difficulties. The question now is
that of the right of nations.

.' ....
"! greatly sympathize with the idea underlying the Cuban proposal and

I am prepared to collaborate to the utmost of my power in seeking for a
solution to these problems, but I think the question is not yet ripe. We
are at the beginning of our Organization. Let us get Oil with our work and,
later, we shall find formulas upon which we can agree. For the time
being, I think the Cuban proposal should be withdrawn."

The Cuban representative formally proposed an amendment to the
General Committee's report to place the subject of duties and rights of
nations on the agenda. The amendment was seconded by the representa
tive of Lebr~aon but not accepted by the General Assembly.91 A com
panion proposal submitted by Cuba to include in the agenda the question
of a declaration of the international rights and duties of man was rejected
by a roll-call vote of 27 against, 12 in favour, and 10 abstentions. Follow-

BO Official Records of the first part of the first session Of the General Assembly,
General Committee, Summary Records of the Meetings, p. 104.

"Idem, p. 106.
"Idem, p. U}7.
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ing this unfavourable vote the Cuban delegation did not insist on a vote
concerning the Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Nations. The
recommendation of the General Committee that the declaration be'
omitted from the agenda was then approved by a vote of 21 to none, with
2 abstentions.1I2

The delegation of Panama had presented a draft declaration for con
sideration of the General Assembly at its first session. Since the subject
had not been included on the agenda of the first part of the first session,
the Panamanian draft declaration was not discussed. Nevertheless at the
request of the Panamanian delegation, the document was circulated to the
Members 'Of the United Nations in order to give them ample time to study
the proposals in the interval between the first and second parts of the first
session of the General Assembly.9s

Consideration of the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of
States together with a draft Declaration on Fundamental Human Rights
and Freedoms, each submitted by the delegation of Panama, was placed
on the provisional agenda for the second part of the first. session of the
General Assembly at the request of the Government of Panama.94 At the
20th meeting of the General Committee of the General Assembly, 25
October 1946, at the suggestion of Mr. Vyshinsky (USSR) the Secretary
General was requested to consult with the Chairmen of the First and
Third Committees with regard to the allocation to Committee of the two
Panamanian draft declarations.911 The consultation was held on 28 Octo.
ber 1946 and it was agreed that the part of the item concerning the rights
and duties of States should be referred to the First Committee.96 The part
of the item concerning fundamental human rights should be referred to
the First and Third Committees. This report was approved by the Gen
eral Committee at its 21st meeting on 28 October 194691 and the draft
Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States was referred to the First
Committee as item 7 on its agenda by the General Assembly at its 46th
plenary meeting on 31 October 1946.98

The First Committee began the discussion of rights and duties of States
at its 40th meeting on 5 December 1946.99 Dr. Alfaro, the representative

.. Official Records of the first part of the first .vession Of the General Assembly,
Summary Records of the Meetings, p. lOB.

• A/19. 29 January 1946. For other documents containing the draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States submitted by the delegation of Panama see
A/19/Corr. I: A/170: A/2B5.

.. A/IOI. 20 October 1946. Item 6 of Supplementary List of Items for the Pro·
visional Agenda for the· second part of the first session of the General Assembly:
"Draft Declantion on Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms and on the Rights
and Duties of States. (Item proposed by Panama)", A/lIB. 16 October 1946.

.. Official Records of the second part of the first session of the General Assembly,
General Committee. Summary Record of Meetings. p. 76.

.. A/BUR/40. 2B October 1946.
rr Official Records, supra. p. 77. A/165.29 October 1946.
.. Journal No. ~O; Supplement A-A/P.V. 46. p. 272. I November 1946.
·For the full discussion in Committee I see Journal No. 52; Supplement 1

A/C.I/llB. and Journal No. 53; Supplement I-A/C.l/124. pp. 2B8 ana 2B4.
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of Panama, recalled that he had introduced a draft resolution concerning
the rights and duties of States at the United Nations Conference on Inter
national Organization at San Francisco. Since it had not been possible to
discuss it at that time, it was referred to the first session of the General
Assembly. "It was fitting," he said, "that the United Nations subscribe
to a declaration of the rights and duties of States which would constitute
a basis for re-codification of international law."

Mter recalling the proposals for a declaration on the rights and duties
of States which had been made in the past, he swnmarized his proposal
examining the twenty-four articles in turn. He drew the attention of the
jurists to the fact that his draft declaration did not contain any postulates
or any dogmatic affirmation or maxims which did not express duties or
rights of States. "As a matter of fact, this draft declaration put the
emphasis on the duties of States, as was evidenced by the proportion of
articles dealing with duties. Six articles dealt with rights of States; three
with rights and duties; whereas fifteen exclusively concerned duties of
States."lOO

Mr. Manuilsky, Ukrainian representative, stated "that the origin and
the nature of the problem dealt with in this draft declaration seemed
specific to Latin America". He said that condi6ons were different in
Europe and other countries of the world and that these differences should
be taken into consideration if a declaration of rights and duties of States
were to be accepted by the United Nations. Dr. Alfaro replied: "The I

subject was one of interest and concern not only to the Latin American
Republics but to all the world, since international law governed the action
of the whole civilized commuflity of States. The purpose of the draft
was to take account of varying geographic and political conditions, and
to synthesize them to represent the unified juridical thinking of the whole
world.

"The adoption of such a declaration was a matter of urgency to abol
ish disparities between nations.... The twenty-four rules set out as the
basis for codification of international law did not contain some defects of
previous formulations."lOl

Mr. Gromyko, representative of the USSR, emphasized that the ques
tion was not altogether juridical but also presented political considerations.
He stated: "Whatever decision might be made by the General Assembly
should take into account new conditions which affected relations between
States, for example, conditions arising as a result of the war and the
defeat of the Axis Powers, and potential conditions arising as a result of
the application of those articles of the Charter relating to trusteeship and
non-self-governing territories."102

100 Journal No. 52: Supplement I-A/C.I/llS, p. 276.
101 Journal No. 52: Supplement I-A/C.I/llS, p. 277.
lOll Journal No. 52: Supplement I-A/G.I/llS, p. 279.

"
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Mr. Popovic of Yugoslavia considered the draft defective in that it did
not mention the "new relationships between States which resulted from
the defeat of Fascism". .

Mr. Cuenco, representative of the Philippine Republic, emphasized the
importance that a statement of the fundamental rights and duties of States
would have for the small States of the world.

In the coune of the discussion, agreement was reached that no definite
action could be taken by the General Assembly at this session. The fol
lowing proposals were endorsed in the speeches of several representatives:
(1) the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States submitted
by the delegation of Panama should be communicated to Governments
and to national and international bodies concerned with the study of
international law and a reguest should be made for observations and com
ments;llll (2) the drafc Declaration should be refen"ed to the Committee
on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codifica
tion;lM (3) the Committee should report to the next session of the General
Assembly and should present recommendations as to the draft.1011

The Chairman of the First Committee requested the representatives of
the United States, El Salvador and Poland to reach agreement on the
text of a proposal. A proposal drafted by these three delegates, together
with the delegate of Panama, was submitted to the 41st meeting of the
First Committee on 6 December 1946.108 The representative of New
Zealand suggested that the proposal be amended in order to request that
the comments and observations should be submitted prior to 1 June 1947
so that the Codification Committee might consider them. The representa
tive of Belgium also suggested an amendment to the proposal to place
these questions on the agenda of the second session of the General Assem
bly. Subject to these two amendments, the proposal of the delegations
of the United States, Panama, El Salvador and Poland was unanimously
adopted by the First Committee.10T

The report of the First Committeel08 was submitted by the Rapporteur,
Dr. Viteri (Ecuador), to the 55th plenary meeting of the General Assem
blyon 11 December 1946.109 The resolution which was recommended in
the report was adopted unanimously by the General Assembly without
discussion. This resolution reads as foIlows:

'-Suggested by representatives of Iran, Philippine Republic, El Salvador, Den
mark, ubanon, Yugoslavia, Syria, Netherlands, Poland, Unitc:d States.

106 Suggested by representatives of United States, Pbilippine Republic, United
Kingdom, Paraguay, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay, Lebanon, Brazil, El Salvador, Syria,
Panama, Netherlands, Poland.

1015 Suggested by representatives of Syria and United States.
101 A/C.l/1OO, 5 December 1946.
un Journal No. 53: Supplement l-A/C.l/124, p. 284.
'01 A/228, 8 December 1946.
101 Journal No. 58: Supplement A-A/P.V. 55, pp. 474-475, III December 1946.
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"The General Assembly resolves:
"1. To request the Secretary-General to transmit immediately to all

Member States of the United Nations and to national and international
bodies concerned with international law, the text of the draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama, with the l'equest
that they submit their comments and observations to the Secretary
General before 1 June 1947;

"2. To refer the said Declaration to the Committee established by the
General Assembly during the present session to study the methods of codi
fication of international law, and to request the Secretary-General to
transmit to this Committee the comments and observations as they are
received from the Governments and institutions referred to in the pre
ceding paragraph;

"3. To request this Committee to report thereon to the second regular
session of the General Assembly;

"4. To include this matter in the agenda of the second regular session
of the General Assembly."llo

110 General Assembly resolution 38 (I): Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States. 11 December 1946.
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C. COMMITTEE ON THE PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ITS CODIFICATION

(12 May-17 June 1947)

The draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States appeared as

item 5 on the provisional agenda of the Committee on the Progressive

DevelopJI.lent of International Law and its Codification. Dr. Kerno,

Assistant Secretary-General in charge of the Legal Department, in opening

the first meeting oE the Committee on 12 May 1947, called attention to the

fact that one of the tasks given to the Committee by the General Assem

bly was "a study of the replies by the Governments of the Member States

on the Panamanian Declaration with regard to ':;he rights and duties of

States".111
The subject of rights and duties of States was discussed by the Codifi

cation Committee at its 22nd, 23rd, 25th, and 29th meetings.m The

Committee had before it a memorandum prepared by the Secretariat on

the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States submitted by

Panama,118 and comments and observations from six Governments and

three national and international bodies concerned with international

law.1H
At the 22nd meeting on 13 June 1947, the Argentine delegation sug

gested that in view of the small number of comments and observations

submitted by Member States and institutions concerned with the study of

international law the Committee was not in a position to undertake dis

cussion of substantive provisions of the draft Declaration on the Rights

and Duties of States. The proposal continues: "However, in view of the

importance of the question, the consideration of which is essential for the

maintenance of international peace and security, the delegation of Argen

tina proposes the following recommendation to the General AsSei"Ilbly:

"(a) That the International Law Commission should be instructed to

prepare a draft convention on the rights and duties of States, as embodied

in the draft declaration presented by the Government of Panama to the

General Assembly, following the procedure envisaged in chapter 11 of

document AIAC.10/33.

111 A{AC.IO/SIU. p. 2. 12 May 1947.
UlIFor full discusslOns see A{AC.IO/SR.22. 13 June 1947; A{AC.IO/SR.23. pp. 1-2.

14 June 1947; A{AC.l0{SR.25. pp. 1-5. 14 June 1947; A{AC.l0{SR.29. pp. 1-3. 11.

24 June 1947.
UJI A{AC.IO{4, 30 April 1947.
n. A{AC.l0{39, 5 June 1947 (comments from Canada. El Salvador. United Ki.-g

dom, United States. and from the American Bar Association. American Society of

International Law and International Law Association); A{AC.l0/39{Add.l, 10 ~r:

1947 (comments from Sweden); A/AC.l0{39{Add.2, 10 June 1947 (commenw

Mexico) .
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"(b) That the International Law Commission shou:d give to the prep

aration of a draft convention on the rights and duties of States the highest
possible priority."HG

Professor Donnedieu de Vabl'cs of France associated himself with the
Argentine delegate's proposal. He stressed three fundamental reasons
whieh argued in favour of postponing the discussion of the Panama draft:

"1. Although such a declaration might seem familialr to the American
Republics, the same was not true for the European States, which did not
clearly grasp the binding force of such a document.

"2. Thc draft appeared to modify certain provisions of the Charter,
and hence co-ordination with the latter was called for.

"3. Finally, it contained a certain number of new provisions which
ought possibly to be incorporated in the Charter."l1o

Amendments to the Argentine proposal were suggested by the repre
sentatives of Brazil,117 Australia,H8 Yugoslavia,1l0 and the USSR.120

The Chairman stated that the Committee had failed to reach agree
ment on two points:

"1. Whether it should be indicated that the question of the declaration
on the rights and duties of States should be given a certain priority or not;
and

"2. Whether the report should mention that the Committee consid
ered that the Panama draft should be used as a basis for the International
Law Commission's work."121

A vote was taken on these questions and it was decided first, by 9 votes
to 7, that there should be no mention in the report of the priority to be
given to the subject; and second, by 9 votes to 4 with 3 abstentions, that
the Panama~an draft should be used as the basis of the work of the
International Law Commission.

A drafting sub-committee was appointed composed of the delegates of
Argentina, Brazil, Yugoslavia and Australia.122 This sub-committee pre
sented a draft report to the 25th meeting of the Codification Committee
on 12 June 1947. Professor Hartos (Yugoslavia), Chairman of the sub
committee, pointed out that the sub-committee had been restricted in its
work by three decisions taken in the full Committee:

1. That the question of substance should not be studied;

"" A/AC.lO/45, p. 2, 7 June 1947; A/~C.IO/SR.22, p. 3, 13 June 1947.
u'A/AC.IO/SR.22, p. 4,13 June 194'7.
U1 Idem, p. 7.
UB Idem, p. 8.
UD Ibid.
1J!I)Idem, p. 9.
t:.~ Item, pp. 9.10.
"'" A statement by Professor Yepes, representative of Colombia, was read into the

record of the 23rd meeting of the Committee on the Progressive Development of
International Law and its Codification. In this statement, the Colombian delegation
expressed regret that the interpretation given to the terms of reference had not
permitted a discussion of substantive issues on the question of rights and duties of
States. See A/AC.IO/SR.23, pp. 1-2, 14 June 19-'7, for text of this statement,
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2. That the recommendation should not contain any suggestion about

the priority which the International Law Commission should give to this

Committee; .

3. That the draft of the Government of Panama should be used as a

basis for the work of the International Law Commission.12B

The preamble of the report was amended to contain a statement that

comments had been received from six Governments and three non-govern

mental bodies. The question was discussed whether the Committee's

recommendation should mention "progressive development" of inter

national law or should only mention "codification". Professor Jessup

(United ·States). proposed delctir - the words "progressive development".

Representatives of Poland and J.<'rauce raised objections stating that cer

tain of the articles, for example, that relating to the right of existence,

were beyond the question of codification. Professor Jessup did not insist

on his proposal "provided the report stated that it was for the Inter

national Law Commission to decide on the procedure to be followed in

rhis matter".124

Professor Rudzinski (Poland) proposed the adoption of the following

phrase: "It being understood that the matters already provided for by

the Charter of the United Nations and by the United Nations Declaration

of 1 January 1942 do not require further examination." This amendment

was later withdrawn.1J!II

Professor Bartos (Yugoslavia) stated that his delegation was against

using the Panamanian draft as the basis for the work of the International

Law Commission. He proposed as a compromise formula the addition of

the words "it being understood that other existing sources of international

law shall be taken into account". When this proposal was opposed,

Professor Bartos stated that he was prepared to withdraw his amendment

provided the summary record mentioned that the Committee's recom

mendation that the draft submitted by the Panamanian Government

should serve "as a basis of study" did not exclude consideration of other

sources of intemationallaw.128

A proposal by the representative of Colombia that the Secretary-General

should again appeal to Governments to submit their comments on the

draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States was accepted by the

Committee.11l1

At the 29th meeting on 16 June 1947, Professor Brierly (United Killg

dom), Rapporteur, presented his report.lllS Professor Koretsky (USSR)

considered that the. statement "that the International Law Commission

should take the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States

111 A/AC.I0/SR.25. p. 1. 14 June 1947.
UlIJem, p. 3.
UlIbid.
UI Idem, p. 4.
ut Idem, pp. 5.6.
UI A/AC.I0/49. 14 June 1947.
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presented by Panama as the basis of study" excluded other drafts from
being considered on an equal footing. He preferred to use "a basis"
instead of "the basis". Professor Yepes (Colombia) proposed the words
"one of the bases" and this was accepted by the Committee. Subject to
this amendment and two minor drafting changes,120 the Rapporteur's
report was adopted by the Committee.180

The report of the Committee on the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States presented by Panama is as follows:

"The Committee, noting that a very limited number of comments and
observations from the Member States of the United Nations (6) and
national and international non-governmental bodies (3) had been received
on the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by
Panama, and considering that the majority of these comments and ob
servations recommended postponement of the study of the substance of
this question, recommends:

" (a) That the General Assembly entrust further studies concerning this
subject to the International Law Commission in accordance with the pro
cedure finally adopted by the General Assembly for the progressive devel
opment of international law and its codification.

"(b) That the International Law Commission Mould take the draft
Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama as
one of the bases of its study."lSl

1!ll See A/AC.IO/SR.29, pp.l-2.
tOO Idem, p. 3.
t81 A/Ae.IO/53, 16 June 1947: A/333, 19 July 1947.
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D. SECOND SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(16 September-29 November 1947)

In accordance with General Assembly resolution No. 38 (I) of the
second part of the first session, the "Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama: Report of the Committee on the
Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification" was
placed on the I?rovisional agendalS2 of the second session of the General
Assembly which met at Lake Success on 16 September 1947.

A draft Charter of the Duties and Rights of States consisting of twenty
three articles had been s.ubmitted by the delegation of Ecuador with the
request that it be included on the provisional agenda.lSS By a subsequent
communication from the Chairman of the delegation of Ecuador it was
requested that this draft charter be considered as the explanation of the
points of view of the Government of Ecuador 01) the draft declaration
submitted by Panama.134 -

The Secretary-General suggested that item 36 of the Provisional Agenda
(the draft declaration submitted by Panama) be allocated to the Sixth
Comtnittee and that item 14 of the Supplementary List (the draft charter
presented by Ecuador) be deleted from the agenda on the understanding
that the Government of Ecuador desired that this charter be considered
as embodying its comments and observations on the Panamanian draft.
These recommendations were accepted by the General CommitteelS5 and
by the General Assembly.1311

The Secretariat suggested a proposed plan of work for the Sixth Com
mittee under which the three items reported on by the Committee on the
Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification should
be considered by the full Committee without reference to a sub-committee
since they had already been considered by a Committee of the General
Assembly established for the purpose.1ST It was decided however that the
proposal for the creation of an International Law Commission should be
referred to Sub-Committee 2. The representative of Panama suggested
that the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States should be
referred to a special sub-committee, as reference of the matter to the Inter
national Law Commission would involve too long a delay.13s At the 39th
meeting of the Sixth Committee on 29 September 1947, several delegations
supported the proposal for the creation of a special sub-committee. In the

IS"Item 36 of the provisional agenda, A/329, p. 3, 18 July 1947.
,.. A/340, 21 August 1947; item 14 of Supplementary List, Aj369, 28 August 1!>47.
1," Aj390, 13 September 1947.
135 A/392, pp. 3, 11, 22 September 1947.
""'AjP. V. 91. p. 67. 23 September 1947.
131 A/C.6jI36, 24 September 1947.
"'" AjC.6jSR.36, p. 3, 24 September 1947.
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discussion of whether immediate action might bc taken, Dr. Alfaro statcd
that although during the general debate on the progressive develop
ment of international law and its eventual codification many difficulties,
doubts and fears regarding the success of the project of the Declaration on
the Rights and Duties of States had been expressed, the delegation of
Panama felt that no effort should be spared in proclaiming and promoting
the reign of law in international life. He thought it most urgent that the
Committee should proceed at once to adopt a declaration of the rights
and duties of States, -in other words, a compressed code of international
law governing the vital aspects of international relationship. Such a dec
laration would in his opinion have to precede restatement and codification
of international law; and the consideration and adoption of such an
instrument should not take a great deal of time or offer any serious
difficulties. He then commented in detail on the draft declaration pre
sented by Panama, and expressed the view that the best way tro 'ackle the
problem would be to refer the draft to a special sub-commit qll

Other representatives however thought that the draft declaration
would have to be considered by the International Law Commission and
therefore believed little could be gained by setting up a ncw sub-com
mittee. The proposal for the creation of a special sub-committee was
rejected by a vote of 21 to 16, and the matter was referred to Sub
Committee 2.140

The draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States was discussed
by Sub-Committee 2 first in relation to the question whether the Com
mittee on the Progressive Development of International Law and its
Codification should be continued as an interim body, and second in con
nexion with the report of the Codification Committee on the Right!! and
Duties of States.

Mter it had been determined that the members of the International
Law Commission should not be elected until the third session of the
General Assembly, the Chinese delegation proposed that an interim body
be set up to function until such time as the members of the International
Law Commission were elected.1u Among the suggested functions it was
proposed that the Preparatory Committee should prepare "(d) a text of
a draft declaration of the rights and duties of States, taking as one of the
bases of its study the draft declaration prepared by Panama".142

la> A/C.6SR. 39, p. 2, 29 September 1947.
l<O Idem, p. 3. Sub-Committee 2 had for its consideration the following documents

dealing with the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by
Panama: Report of the Committee on the Progressive Development of International
Law and its Codification, A/333, 19 July 1947; Comments and observations of Gov
ernments, A/AC.IO/39. 5 June 1947; Add.l, 10 June 1947; Add.2, 10 June 1947;
A/400. 29 September 1947; Corr.l; Add.l. 30 September 1947; Add.2. 13 November
1947; and the following proposals or amendments: A/C.6/139, 25 September 1947;
141, 26 September 1947; 144, 26 September 1947; 158. 3 October 1947; A/C.6/SC.5/
W.l5. 13 October 1947 (Restricted).

101 A/C.6/158, 3 October 1947.
lO"Ibid.
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The Sub-Committee was divided on the question of establishing an
interim body. Among the arguments advanced in favour of establishing
w interim body was the contention that the draft Declaration on Rights
and Duties of States should not be further postponed. Against this con
tention it was argued by other representatives that this draft Declaration
would be dealt with more adequately by the International Law Com
mission composed of independent experts than by an interim body
whose members would be Government representatives. The Sub
Committee, by a vote of 8 to 4, determined to recommend the I

establishment of an interim body. By a majority of 10 to 2 the Sub
Committee decided that this interim body should be the Committee
on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codifica
tion. The Sub-Committee recommended that the interim body be in
structed to prepare "the tc."Ct of a draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States, taking as a basis for discussion the draft declaration sub
mitted by Panama, and considering for its study other documents and
works related thereto". A proposal seeking to modify the last clause of
this instruction to read "taking as one of the bases of its study the draft
declaration presented by Panama" received only three votes and was
not adopted.Ha

The Sub-Committee also proposed that the Sixth Committee should
recommend to the General Assembly the adoption of the following
resolution:

"DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES

"The General Assembly
"Recognizes the desirability of proceeding without delay to the study

of a draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States;
"Directs the Committee charged as an interim organ to study the pro

gressive development of international law and its codification, to prepare
a draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States, taking as a basis
for discussion the draft declaration presented by Panama and taking into
consideration other documents and works on this subject;

"Informs the Committee that it should not await the reception of ob
servations from all the Governments before commencing its work."l44

Mr. Kaeckenbeeck (Belgium), Rapporteur, presented the report recom
mending the continuation of the Committee on the Progressive De
velopment of International Law and its Codification at the 59th meeting
of the Sixth Committee on 20 November 1947. He stated that the con
tinuance of the Committee had been proposed in order that this body
might (1) submit a report to the third session of the General Assembly
sUgg"'..sting the question which the Assembly might refer to the Inter
~~ational Law Commission and (2) prepare the text of a draft Declaration

,"AjC.6jl94, 18 November 1947.
w. AjC.6j181 jRev.l. 18 November 1947.
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on the Rights and Duties of States, taking as a basis for discussion the draft
declaration submitted by Panama.

Mr. Kaeckenbeeck stated that, in taking over the function of Rappor
teur of the Sub-Committee from Professor Franc;;ois (Netherlands), he had
reserved the right to express opposition to the setting up of an interim
body. He felt that the tasks in the field of codification could best be given
to the International Law Commission itself. He proposed that the General
Assembly should ask the International Law Commission to give priority to
the question of the rights and duties of States. This was an important mat
ter and should be studied by experts before it was studied by a group which
represented the various Governments. The best procedure would be to
have the preparatory work done by the Secretariat, then refer it to inde
pendent experts and then later to all Governments concerned; he desired
to have an amendment made to that effect.14G

The representatives of the Netherlands, Australia and France likewise
opposed the continuation of the Codification Committee and suggested that
the preparatory work might be done by the Legal Department of the
Secretariat. Mr. Spyropoulos, representative of Greece, in also expressing
his opposition to the setting up of an interim Qody stated: "As re
gards the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States, that formed
an integral part of the codification of international law. Accordingly
the International Law Commifion, since it was to deal with the entire
problem, should also deal with this section of it. Moreover an interim
committee would not be in as favourable a position to consider the sub·
stance of the matter, since it would not have access to the documents
which would be placed at the 'oisposal of the International Law Corn
mission."146

The representatives of China, Argentina and Brazil supported the es
tablishment of an interim body. Mr. Liu pointed out that it had been
decided that the matter of rights and duties of States should be proceeded
with as soon as possible. "The mere fact that it had been proposed to
refer this work to the Secretariat showed the necessity of undertaking it.
Since the Secretariat had been assigned work of a different nature, it
would be unfair to assign this matter to the Secretariat as nt\W consti
tuted".147 He therefore recommended the acceptance of the §ub-Gom
mittee resolution as it stood.

Mr. Ferrer Vieyra (Argentina) felt "that the work of the Codification
Committee should be continued, since the question of the rights and duties
of States was not entirely a legal matter but also political, and therefore
could not be handled as expeditiously by a committee of experts."14T

Mr. Guerreiro, representative of Brazil, also argued that the considera-

'45 A/C.6/SR.59. pp. 1-2. 26 November 1947.
"0 Idem, 1" 4.
UT Idem, p. 3.
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tion of the draft decIaration of Panama which had been postponed
since the San Francisco Conference should no longer be delayed. .

The draft resolution of Sub-Committee 2 on the continuance of the
Committee on the Progressive Development of International Law and
its Codification as an interim body was put to the vote of the Sixth Com
mittee and rejected by a majority of 25 to 15.148

The Committee then considered a draft resolution submitted by' the
delegation of France which proposed that the preparatory work for tb
International Law Commission be performed by the Secretariat.149 An
amendment submitted by the USSRt~O was accepted in part. However,
the spt!cific reference to work on rights and duties of States which ap.
peared in the French proposal was retained. The draft resolution of the
French delegation was then adopted by 36 votes to 1,1111

The Sixth Committee next considered the report of Sub·Committee 2
concerning the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States. The
representative of Egypt, Mr. Rafaat, called attention to the fact that since
the proposal for an interim committee had been rejected, the draft resolu
tion contained in the Sub·Committee's report had lost its usefulness. He
suggested an alternative draft resolution.1112 This draft resolution would
instruct the International Law Commission to prepare a draft Declara
tion on the Rights and Duties of States, accepting the Panamanian
draft as "one of the bases of its study". Dr. Alfaro, representative of
Panama, objected that it had been agreed that the Panamanian draft
should be taken as "the basis of study, not merely as one of the bases".
The Rapporteur prepared a compromise solution between the Egyptian
proposal and the proposal of the Sub·Committee. This draft resolution
instructed the International Law Commission to prepare a draft Declara
tion on the Rights and Duties of States "taking as a basis of discussion the
draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States submitted by Panama
and taking into consideration other documents and drafts on this sub·
ject". Mr. Durdenevsky (USSR) moved the deletion of the phrase
starting "taking as a basis of discussion". This amemlment was rejected
by 5 votes to 30, and the whole draft resolution was adopted by 39 votes
to none.t~3

The two draft resolutions1M containing reference to the Declaration on
the Rights and Duties of States were submitted to the 123rd plenary meet
in of the General Assembly on 21 November 1947. These resolutions,
175 (II) and 178 (II), were accepted without objection by the General
Assembly.tllll They. read as follows:

"Idem, p. 4.
... A/C.6/196. 18 November 1947.
... A/C.6/200. 20 November 1947.
111 A/C.6/SR.59, p. 5, 26 November 1947.
DJ A/C.6/197. 18 November 1947.
111 A/C.6/SR.59. p. 6. 26 November 1947.
... A/506, 20 November 1947; A/508, 20 November 1947.
111 A/P.V.I28, pp. 136·141, 21 November 1947.
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ft!75 (Il). Preparation by the Secretariat of the work of the Interna
lion Law Commission.

"The General Assembly,
"Considering that, in accordance with Article 98 of the Charter, the

Secretary-General performs all such functions as are entrusted to him by
the organs of the United Nations;

"Considering that, in the interval between the first and the second ses
sions of the General Assembly, the Secretariat of the United Nations con
tributed to the study of problems concerning the progressive development
of international law and its codification,

"Instructs the Secretary-General to do the necessary preparatory work
for the beginning of the activity of the International Law Commission,
particularly with regard to the questions referred to it by the second ses
sion of the General As~embly, such as the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States."

"178 (II). Draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States.
"The General Assembly,
"Noting that very few comments and observations·on the draft Declara

tion on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama have been
received from the States Members of the United Nations,

"Requests the Secretary-General to draw the attention of States to the
desirability of submitting their comments and observations without delay;

"Requests the Secretary-General to undertake the necessary prepara
tory work on the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States ac
cording to the terms of resolution 175 (II);

"Resolves to entrust further study of this problem to the International
Law Commission, the members of which in accordance with the terms
of resolution 174 (II) will be elected at the next session of the General
Assembly,

"And accordingly
"Instructs the International Law Commission to prepare a draft

Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States, taking as a basis of discus
sion the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by
Panama, and talcing into consideration other documents and drafts on
this subject."

In spite of the fact that Member States have been twice requested to
send their comments and observations on the draft declaration sub
mitted by the delegation of Panama, only seventeen States and five na
tional and international bodies have thus far replied. Of these only the
Governments of Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Greece, India,
Mexico, the Philippines, Turkey, the United Kingdom and Venezuela
have presented detailed comments on the substance of the draft declara-

I
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tion, and the Government of Ecuador submitted a draft Charter of the
Duties and Rights of States which it desired to have considered as .an
expression of its point of view. One of the Governments which did not
present comments on the substance of the draft expressed full approval
of the Panama draft declaration, while the others either recommended
the reference of the subject to the International Law Commission or ex
pressed doubts concerning the wisdom of proceeding at this time to ·pre
pare a draft Declaration on Rights and Duties of States.158

..AIAC.IO/S9: AIAC.IO/S91Add.l: AIAC.lO/S9/ Add.2; AIAC.lO/S9/Add.2/Corr.l;
A/400; .A/400/Corr.l;. A/4oo/Add.l; A/400/Add.2; A/MO and A/SOO. For teXt of
comments see appendIces. Band C.
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U1. DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF
STATES AND EXPLANATORY NOTE SUBMITTED BY

PANAMA
Whereas the co-existence of States in the juridical community should

be based on the determination in the most accurate terms possible of the
rights which each may exercise and the duties which all must fulfil;

And whereas the definition of the rights and duties of States neces
sarily involves fundamental principles and rules, the observance of whicp.
is essential for the maintenance of international peace and security, the
supreme aim of the community of States; and

Whereas a declaration of the kind set forth hereunder will be a de
cisive factor in ensuring the reciprocal respect of all rights and the har
monious development of international life, and in strengthening solidarity,
co-operation and fellowship among nations and peoples,

The representatives of the signatory States have agreed to make the
following: .

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATEs1G6a

1. The R.15 f1t to National Existence
Every State has the right to exist and the right to protect and preserve

its existence; this right does not however imply that a State is entitled to
commit, or is justified in committing, unjust acts towards other States in
order to protect and preserve its existence.

2. Recognition of the Existence of the State
Every State is entitled to have its existence recognized. The recognition

of .the existence of a State merely signifies that the State recognizing it
accepts the person of the State recognized, together with all the rights
and duties which arise out of international law. Recognition is uncondi
tional and irrevocable.

3. The Right to Existence, Independent of Recognition
The political existence of the State is independent of its recognition by

other States. Even before it has been recognized, the State has the right
to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation
and prosperity and, consequently, to organize itself as it sees fit, to legis
late in regard to its interests, to adminiiter its services and to determine
the jurisdiction and competence of its courts of justice.

4. The Right to Independence
Every State has the right to its own independence in the sense that it

Wo The precedents and equivalents referred to by Dr. Alfaro in respect of each
article so that its origin might be determined at a glance, have not been reproduced
here, since they may be found in full in Part IV of this stUdy.
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is free to provide for its own well-being and to develop materially and
spiritually without being subjected to the determination of other States,
provided always that in so doing it shall not impair or violate the
legitimate rights of other States.

5. The Duty of Non-Intervention
No State has the right to interfere in the internal or external affairS of

another State.

6. Legal Equality
Every State ~s, in law and before the law, equal to all the others which

make up the community of States, and has the right to claim and as
sume, as among the Powers of the world, that position 01 equality to which
natural law entitles it. .

7. Exclusive Jurisdiction
Every State is entitled to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its ter

ritory and over all nationals or foreigners within that territory.
Foreigners may not claim rights different from, or more extensive than,

those enjoyed by nationals.

8. Diplomatic Intervention
Every State is entitled to intervene with another State in favour of its

own nationals, acting through diplomatic channels and in a reasonable
and courteous manner; it i~ its duty to refrain from alleging any denial
of justice so long as its nationals have not claimed the right which they
allege to possess from the courts of justice of the State to which such
diplomatic representations are being made; if, however, this State should
deny the foundation of fact or law of the intervention, and the interven
ing State does not accept this denial, it may only resort to the procedure
of peaceful settlement for the solution of the dispute.

9. Respect of the Rights of the State by Other States
Any State which has a right under international law is entitled to haw

this right respected and protected by all the other C''''-tes, since rights and
duties are correlative, and the right of one creates for the others the duty
to respect it.

10. Limitation of the Rights of the State
No other limit is 'Set to the e.'l:ercise of the rights of a State than the ex

ercise of the rights of other States, in accordance with international law.
It is the duty of every State not to overstep this limit.

11. Observance of Treaties and Sanctity of the Pledged Word
It is the duty of every State to fulfil, in good faith, the obligations aris

ing from public treaties, and to respect the sanctity of the piedged word.
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17. Right of Legitimate Defence

Every SW.te has the inherent right of individual or collective legitimate
defence, and in the exercise of this right, it may use force to counter the
unauthorized use of force by another State, provided that it shall imme
diately advise the competent organ of the community of States.

18. Non-Recognition of Territorial Acquisitions Obtained by Force

It is the duty of every State to refrain from recognizing territorial ac
quisitions obtained through force or the threat of force.

19. Co-operation in the Prevention of Acts of Force

It is the duty of every State to aEord the community of States every
kind of assistance in wh~teve! action that community undertakes, and it

12. Discharge of International Obligations
It is the duty of every State to discharge, in good faith, its obligations

under international law, and it may not plead limitations arising out of
its own Constitution or its laws as an excuse for failure to discharge this
duty.

13. Authority of International Law
The sovereignty of the State is subject to the limitations of international

law, and it is the duty of every State to adjust its conduct to international
law in its relations with other States and with the community of States.

14. National and International Scope of the Law of Nations

International law is at once national and international. It is national
in the sense that it is the law of the country and that it is the duty of the
States to apply it as such in solving questions concerned with its prin
ciples; it is international in the sense that it is the law of the community
of States and that it is the duty of each State to apply it to all questions
which arise among the members of that community and which are con
cerned with its principles.

15. Peaceful Settlement of Disputes

It is the duty of every State to settle its international disputes by peace
ful means and in such a manner that neither peace and security nor jus
tice are imperilled.

16. Condemnation of War as an Instrument of National and Interna
tional Policy and of the T.hreat or Use of Force

It is the duty of every State to refrain from the use of war of aggression
as an instrument of national or international policy, and from resorting
to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity and political
independence of another State, or for the recovery of public debts from
another State, or in any other form which is inconsistent with interna
tional order.I
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should abstain from rendering assistance to any State against which the
community is conducting preventive or coercive action.

20. Co-operation in the Pursuit of the Aims of the Community of States
It is the duty of every State to take, in co-operation with other States,

the measures prescribed by the competent organs of the community of
States in order to prevent or put down the use of force by a State in'its
relations with a."\other State, or in the general interest.

21. Maintenance of Conditions Calculated to Ensure International
Peace and Order

It is the dutY of every State to ensure that the conditions prevailing
within its territory do not threaten international peace and order and, to
that end, it must treat its own population in a manner which does not
violate the dictates of humanity and justice, or offend the conscience of
mankind.

22. Duty not to Foment Civil Disturbances in Other States
It is the duty of every State to ensure that, within its own territory, no

activities are organized for fue purpose of fomenting civil strife within
the territory of another State.

23. Equality of Opportunity and Interdependence in the Economic
Sphere

Every State has the right of access, on equal terms, to the trade, com
modities and raw materials of the world whkh are necessary to its econ
omic prosperity.

It is the duty of every State to eliminate from its economic activities
every artificial means tending to establish differences in the acquisition of
the natural products of the soil of another State. and to refrain from ex
ercising control over means of tra'iSport, from restricting trade, or bring
ing about restricticils in commercial credits and currency of another
State.

24. Prohibition of Pacts Incompatible with the Discharge of Interna
tional Obligations

It is the duty of every State to refrain from concluding with other
States agreements, the observance of which is inconsistent with the dis
charge of its obligations under international law or under the constituent
pact of the commu~ty of States.

Explanatory note by
Th. Miniltftr for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of PanamCll,

Dr. Ricardo J. Alfaro

When the Powers which met at Dumbarton Oaks sent to the various
Governments the proposals which had been agreed upon in regard to

I

international organizati
ceeded to submit their
discussions which were

Three of the Repu
Panama, Mexico and (
ference should adopt a
and a Declaration of t
tional Bill of Rights. 1\
quest that such declara
serve as a basis for disc

The proposal of Pana
of the draft Charter, re

"The purposes of th
"1. To maintain in

the fundamental princi
serve the standards set
of States' and the 'De
appended to the preseI

The text proposed b
Man is the one drawn
ican Institute of Law
honour to sit.

As a draft Declarati
on behalf of the deleg
that eminent North A
adopted by the:: Americ
6 January 1916. I rec
ing, the document fail
of nations, since it cor
great principles of int
able to prepare a fulle
Scott's text as an exc

,It was evident at S:;
ence to undertake tht
and so open to possibl
only be remembered t
was the result of more
five members of the
senting the cultures 0

and at the same time
It would have beer

of the delegates of th
matters; and to illust
sufficient to recall tha
form two months of
eighty-one Articles w
and the Statute of th

Nevertheless, it was
tions should be discUJ
after the Charter had



39

international organization, the Governments which received them pro
ceeded to submit their observations and amendments for the important
discussions which were to take place at the San Francisco Conference.

Three of the Republics which attended the Conference, namely,
Panama, Mexico and Cuba, made proposals to the effect that the Con
ference should adopt a Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations,
and a Declaration of the Essential Rights of Ma!'!., t.~at is, an Interna
tional Bill of Rights. Mexico and Cuba limited their proposition to a re
quest that such declarations be adopted, but Panama presented drafts to
serve as a basis for discussion.

The proposal of Panama, which partly modified the first part of Arti~cle 1
of the draft Charter, read as follows:

"The purposes of the Organization are:
"1. To maintain international peace and security in conformity with

the fundamental principles of international law and to maintain and ob
serve the standards set fOi,t..h in the 'Declaration of the Rights and Duties
of States' and the 'Declaration of Essential Human Rights' which are
appended to the present Charter, and made an integral part thereof."

The text proposed by Panama as Declaration of the Essenti;N Rights of
Man is the one drawn up by the Special Conllr..ittee set up by the Amer
ican Institute of Law of Philadelphia, a Committee on which I had the
honour to sit. '

As a draft Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations, I proposed
on behalf of the delegation of Panama the well known text prepared by
that eminent North American internationalist, James Brown Scott, and
adopted by the:: American Institute of International Law at its meeting of
6 January 1916. I recognized that notwithstanding its precisior of word
ing, the document failed to enumerate all the rights and essential duties
of nations, since it comprised' only six articles, and omitted many of the
great principles of international law. Since, howevf:r, I had not been
able to prepare a fuller draft before the holding Conference, I submitted
Scott's text as an excellent basis of discussion.

.It was evident at San Francisco that it was impossible for the Confer
ence to undertake the work of discussing two documents so important
and so open to possible debate as the two declarations proposed. It need
only be remembered that the Declaration of the Essential Rights of Ma"'
was the result of more than two years' study and discussion among twenty
five members of the above-mentioned Philadelphia Committee, repre
senting the cultures of the principal countries and regions of the world,
and at the same time the most divergent political views.

It would have been necessary at San Francisco to reconcile the views
of the delegates of the fifty United Nations on ....lese vital and delicate
matters; and to illustrate the impossibility of achieving this, it will be
sufficient to recall that the Assembly which met in California had to per
form two months of intense labour to produce the one hundred and
eighty-one Articles which constitute the Charter of the United Nations
and the Statute of the International Court of Justice.

Nevertheless, it was agreed among the delegates that these two declara
tions should be discussed by the first General Assembly to be convened
after the Charter had come into force; and the Government of Panama,
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which I have now the honour to represent at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, proposes to submit to the Assembly the Decl:rration of the E~sen

tial Rights of Man already submitted at San FranCIsco, toge~er Wlth a
new draft Declaration of the Rights and Duties of States, which I have
prepared as a basis for discussion. Panama wishes to submit this declara
tion not only for adoption by the U~t~d Nations, but ~so for incorpo~a
tion in a possible covenant of aSSOCIation of the Amerlcan Republics !o
be discussed at the Pan American Conference scheduled to meet 10

Bogota in 1946-such a covenant being the subject of another draft I
have prepared.

It is clearly desirable that nations should subscribe to a conventional
instrument settina forth the basic principles which constitute, as it were,
the foundations ~n which stands the structure of international law.

Some European authors consider such a declaration neither practical
nor feasible but American opinion rejects this view and the experience of
the New World shows that a declaration of the rights and duties of na
tions is an admirable basis for the codification of international law and
offers a -useful substitute therefor, until such time as this great juridical
task can be accomplished. The nations of America have already agreed
on a Convention on the Rights and Duties of States, signed at Montevideo
on 26 December 1933, and there is no reason why a like effort could not
be made by the United Nations as a starting point for the codification of
the international law of the future. . . .

In a number of international agreements and in various works by
jurists, an effort has been made to embody in a few articles the basic
elements of international law. However, these agreements and these
works are all incomplete, whilst at the same time, some of these drafts set
forth not only positive principles expressing either a right or a duty but
also mere absttact postulates belonging rather. to the field of ~tings on
international law than to clauses of a multilateral convention among
nations.

The declaration by the Institute of International Law, remarkable for
its precision and profundity, comprises, as I have said, six articles, cover
ing the foHowing topics:

1. The right to a national existence;
2. The right to independence, a right entailing the duty to abstain

from unilateral intervention;
3. The right to juridical equality;
4. The right to exclusive jurisdiction;
5. Respect of the rights of a State by other States; and lastly,
6. The national and international scope of the law of nations.
It will be seen at a glance that some essential principles are missing

here such as the observance of public treaties; the fulfilment of interna
tion~ obligations; the pacific settlement of disputes; the condemnation
of the threat or use of force.; the right of legitimate defence; the co-opera
tivn in the maintenance of international peace and order, and other
points unnecessary to enumerate.

A fuller statement is made in the ten principles of the draft prepared
by a Committee of Jurists of different nationalities, mostly from the
United States and Canada, presided over by the distinguished Judge of
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the Permanent Court of International Justice and Professor of Harvard
University, Dr. Manley O. Hudson, and published under the title of
"Postulates, Principles and Proposals" concerning the international law
of the future.

Article 2 of the Charter of the United Nations states that in pursuit
of the purposes of the Organization, the Members should act in accord
ance with the principles set forth in the seven paragraphs into which
Article 2 is divided. It is evident, however, that, technically, as a state
ment of principles, it leaves much to be desired and merits the criticism
levelled at it by several delegations at San Francisco, more especially in
the debates of the Drafting Committee and Committee 1 of Commission 1.
In effect, the first paragraph of this Article deals with the principle
of juridical equality of States; the second imposes the duty of fulfilling the
obligations assumed under the Charter, the third makes mandatory the
settlement of international disputes by peaceful pacific means; the fourth
consecrates abstention from the threat or use of force; the fifth prescribes
the duty of co-operation to prevent the use of force; the sixth provides
that the organization will make those States which are not Members of
the United Nations behave in a manner which shall not endanger inter
national peace and security; and lastly, the seventh excludes from joint
action by the United Nations matters falling essentially within the do-
mestic jurisdiction of States. .

It will be seen that this Article is far from being a true enumeration of
principles of international law, inasmuch as all its clauses, save the first,
are drafted in the form of treaty engagements.

At the Pan American conferences efforts have been made on several
occasions to formulate declarations of prfuciples, generally under the de
nomination of American principles. Yet, these enumerations are all in-
complete. -,

The Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States contains
fifteen articles, of which eleven are normative; among these several of
the basic principles of international law are missing. On the other hand,
notwithstanding the title of the Convention, some of its articles in no
way define rights or duties, for instance, the second, fifth, sixth and
seventh articles. It is also debatable whether article 1 really defines a
duty of the State, since it only states the conditions which are required for
the existence of the State. In my opinion, this article is out of place in
the convention because if a given people does not satisfy these conditions
it is not a State and, therefore, it cannot have any duties as such. On the
other hand, if a State exists, that is because it fulfils the conditions neces
sary for its existence, and as it does in fact exist, it cannot number among
its duties that of possessing the attributes which are a condition precedent
to its existence. Its duties are those which arise for it as a State and not
those of fulfilling the conditions required to become what it already is.

Article 2, which reads: "The federal State constitutes a sole person
in the eyes of international law", does not express either a right or a duty,
but merely a truth of international life, more appropriately to be stated
in legal textbooks than in a convention designed to proclaim rights and
impose obligations, the one and the other of a specific character.

The Buenos Aires Conference issued a declaration which, besides
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stating the vital dogma of continental solidarity, attempts an enumera
tion of principles. Of these, however, it barely covers four.

The Eighth Pan American Conference issued in Lima the so-called
"Declaration of American Principles", consisting of eight articles of
which the first five state principles. The remaining three are remarks
of assertions lacking entirely reciprocally binding or mandatory character.

And lastly, the Conference on Problems of Peace and War held in
Mexico in 1945 issued the so-called Declaration of Mexico consisting of
seventeen articles, covering some of the basic principles, but including
also mere statements that really have no place in a multilateral instrument
which should offer positive formulae, mandatory or obligatory in char
acter, or formulae yielding, at least, a clear indication of a right or duty
of the States.. The following will serve as an example:

"14. Education and matelial well-being are indispensable to the de
velopment of democracy.

"15. Economic collaboration is essential to the common prosperity of
the American nations. Want among any of the peoples, whether in the
shape of poverty, malnutrition or ill-health, affects each one of them,
consequently all of tllem jointly."

More far-reaching than all statements above referred to was that pre
sented in 1931 by the eminent Chilean internationalist, Dr. Alejandro
Alvarez, consisting of sixty articles distributed under eight headings and
covering jn fact the whole subject matter of international law. Viewed
as an epitomized codification of international law, this work seems too
short, whilst viewed as a declaration of the rights and duties of States con
tained in a brief concise normative instrument like that adopted at Monte
video, it is too extensive.

The need for a declaration incorporating all the basic principles that
are the sources of the rights and duties to which the States should adjust
their mutual relations, is hence evident. Such a document may be drafted
by extracting from the various declarations, resolutions, public treaties
and other multilateral instruments or acts all elements of technical value
for the purpose of formulating a precise, concise, harmonious and com
plete body of doctrine, free alike of superabundance and of insufficiency
and troly adapted to the purpose of those pronouncements.

In this line of thinking, I have attempted a new draft embodying all
the cardinal principles which are to be found he.."e and there in the afore
mentioned texts, but discarding whatever does not properly constitute
real law but mere abstract statement. In a word, I have attempted a
draft which should be a true epitome or syllabus of the basic elements of
the law by which the States should govern their mutual relations in the
community of nations.

The declaration drafted by me consists of twenty-four articles contain
ing as many principles expressed in the form of rights or duties and, oc
casionally of both in a single article. For this new draft I have availed
myself of the following texts as sources:

The Charter of the United Nations;
Tne Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States (1933);
The Declaration of Mexico (1945);
The Act of Chapultepec (1945);
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The Lima Declaration of American Principles (1938);
The Convention and Resolutions of the Buenos Aires Conference on the

Maintenance of Peace (1936);
The Postulates, Principles and Proposals concerning Future Interna

tional Law, presented by the Committee of Jurists presided over by Dr.
Manley O. Hudson (1944);

The Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations prepared by
James Brown Scott and adopted by the American Institute of Interna
tional Law on 6 January 1916;

The Covenant of the League of Nations (1919).
The articles of the proposed statement have been grouped according

to their interrelation to each other.
According tc this method, the first three articles deal with the matters

which come first in the natural order of things, to wit: the existence of
the State, the recognition of this fact, and the doctrine that the right of
the State to exist and develop is independent of such recogrtition.

There follow three articles (numbers 4, 5 and 6) which set forth the
doctrine of the independence of States, comprising the three principles
that may be said to constitute the three main aspects of the concept of
sovereignty, i.e., independence, non-intervention and legal equality.

The manifestation of sovereignty in tangible form is jurisdiction, which
constitutes the subject matter of article 7; and following on this question
of jurisdiction, article 8 defines the norm which I consider right in matters
of diplomatic intervention and which itself contains the Calvo Doctrine
a doctrine especially dear to the legal mind of America and accepted by
the majority of lawyers of the world.

The two following articles refer to the rights of the State. The ninth
deals with the respect of th08l( rights and the tenth with the limit set to
them, which is none other than the rights of others.

Articles 11 and 12 are closely related and refer, the first to the ob
servance of treaties and the second to the fulfilment of international ob
ligations in general.

Articles 13 and 14 deal with the authority of international law, includ
ing, naturally, everything agreed upon in the Charter of the United Na
tions and in the Statute of the World Court, which are international
treaty law. Article 13 proclaims that international law is obligatory for
all .States. Article 14 defines its national and international scope.

The four articles that follow contain the general doctrine of submission
to law and the proscription of force. The fifteenth establishes as a gen
eral duty of States the settlement of their disputes by peaceful means; the
sixteenth pronounces the condemnation of war and force, thereby in
cluding the Drago Doctrine which prohibits the recovery of debts of States
by coercive action. As an exception to the general rule concerning the
use of force, article 17 accepts the right of legitimate defence in the terms
of Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations. Lastly, article 18,
which is really a corollary of article 16, establishes as a duty of States the
refusal to recognize territorial acquisitions obtained by force.

There follow immediately two articles that deal with international co
operation. Article 19 states the duty to co-operate in the prevention or



Suppl'1:ssion of violence; and article 20 refers to co-operation in the pur
suit of the general objectives of the community of States.

The two articles that follow deal with two duties that conduce to the
preservation of peace. Number 21 c.'tablishes the obligation on the part
of the State to maintain within it.' territory just conditions that will not
constitute a threat to peace and international order or violate the dictates
of justice and humamty. Article 22 Iimitg itself to the exclusive duty of
thtl State not, by action or omission, to foment civil disturbances in other
States.

The ne.'C.t two articles are not interrelated.
The first, article 23, establishes the principle of equality of opportunity

and Cif interdependence and co-operation in the economic sphere.
Article 24, the last in the declaration, is virtual1y consequential upon,

and is a requisite of, a!l the precept.' previously set forth; it is based on
the provision of Article 103 of the Charter of the United Nations. This
final article lays it down as a duty of the State, that it should rdrain from
concluding agreements that are inconsistent with its international obliga
tions, both those which arise generally out of international law and those
specifically imposed by the San Francisco Charter.

There are, of course, many principles of international law that are not
included in the d~-aft declaration, but I think that the twenty-four artidcs
to which I have referred comprise what can be called fundamental prin~

ciplcs, that is to say the basic norms of the co-existence of States as mem
bers of a legal community. It should be pointed out in this connexion
that many principles of international law are implicitly covered by some
of the clauses of the draft.

Four of these articles are very closely related, and must be understo()d
to embrace many principles of international law which are of manifest
importance but are not mentioned by the declaration. These articles
are the following:

Article 13, which sets forth as a general rule, the authority of interna
tional law; article 12, which asserts the duty of States, to fulfil their in
ternational obligations; article 9, which lays down the obligation to respect
the rights of others; and article 10, which states that the limit set to the
e.'C.Crcise of the rights of one State is the exercise of their rights by other
States.

Thus, the reign of international law, being established among the
States, and aD the States being required to fulfil the obligations that arise
for them under that li'i.w, it is evident that article 13 and the related ar
ticles cover the principie.o, of international law which govern, inter alia,
the following matters:

1. Freedom of navigation on international waterways;
2. Territorial wate.-s;
3. Peaceful use of air space over national territories;
4. Use of radi~lectric channels and the need f01' interdependence

and co-operation in the use of electm-mag;netic waves;
5. Maritime and land neutrality;
6, Ri~t of legation and diplomatic immunities;
7. Right to consula!' representation;
8. Condition of aliens;
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9. Relations ruled by private international law;
10. Public treaties;
11. Asylum;
12. Duties of States in case of civil war;
13. Responsibilities of States in case of civil war;
14. In I'egard to the States of the New World, the principle of uti

possidetis as criterion or norm for the decision of frontier problems; and
15. The principle of continental solidarity that unites the American

Republics by virtue of their regional agreements.
It is a well known fact that there is no unanimity of view as to the

principles governing these matters, and that what, in the opinion of some
States and jurists, should be considered an accepted rule of international
law, is not so re~ardcd by other States and jumts. If, however, such a
divergence of opmion should arise as to what constitutes the duty of the
State, under article 13 and related clauses, it will have to be resolved by
peaceful means, mainly through arbitration or international justice, un
der article 15. In other words, so long as international law has not been
codified, it will be for the courts of arbitration and the International
Court of Justiee to determine which are the true rules of international
law. Even when the codification of international law has taken place,
and even after the Declaration of the Rights and D'lties of States has been
made, there is no doubt that there will occasionaIly be disagreement,q be
tween two States in regard to the interpretation and application of the
principles contained, not only in these sources of law, but even in the
Charter of the United Nations itself, which is today positive law in the
community of nations.

I have thought it convenient, in order to facilitate consultation and
references, to state, after each· article, its precedents and equivalents, so
that the origin and scope of each one of the articles of the Declaration
may be determined at a glailce. Comparison will show that, although in
the normative and fundamental aspects there are no inventions or innova
tions, i.e., nothing that deviates from what may be regarded as estab
lished by the legal thinking of mankind, in the matter of formulation,
however, I have thought it convenient, for the sake of simplicity and of
that method which is necessary in a document of this kind, occasionaIly
to merge into a single article principles which have been culled from
sources wholly unconnected and separated by a great interval of time.

This is true, for instance, of article 16, which refers, in a general way,
to the condemnation of wars of aggression and of force. This article
combines the proscription of aggressive war as an instrument of national
and international policy, in the now classical terms of the Havana Dec
laration and the Kellogg-Briand Pact, using the text of section 4 of Ar
ticle 2 of the Charter of the United Nations almost ad pedem litterae,
but adding the phrase "or for the recovery of public debts from another
State", thus expressly including within the scope of this article the cele
brated Drago Doctrine.

It may be pointed out in this connexion that the Drago Doctrine should
be regarded as included in the aforesaid clause of the United Nations
Charter, which forbids "the use of force against the territorial integrity
or political independence of any State". It is evident that coercive ac-
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tion of the kind taken against Venezuela by Germany, England and Italy
in 1902 and 1903-an action which led to the declaration of the famous
doctrine of the Argentine minister-constitutes an attack on the political
independence of the State subjected thereto. It follows inevitably that
Article 2 of the Charter of the United Nations has implicitly incorporated
the Drago Doctrine. In order, however, to call attention to the matter
as well as to make the article as clear as possible in this respect, I have
included in it the additional provision that it will not be permissible to
resort to force of threats or force "for the recovery of public debts from
another State".

On the other hand, ideas reflecting a like doctrine are to be found in
two other articles of the declaration. Thus, in article 7, concerning the
exclusive jurisdiction of the State, I have combined the clear text of the
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations, adopted by the Amer
ican Institute of International Law in 19..6, with the final part of article
9 of the Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of States establish
ing that "foreigners may not claim rights other or more extensive than
those of nationals".

This second part of the article is, in reality, part of the Calvo Doctrine
which is also embodied in article 8, concerning diplomatic intervention,
w!lich lays down the duty of the State not to allege a denial of justice
so long as its nationals have not first appealed to the local courts of jus.
tice. Of the Calvo Doctrine there remains to be mentioned the more
concrete question of the liability of the States for damages sustained by
aliens as a result of civil disturbances; that liability is subject, however, in
case of dispute, to the decisions of international justice or arbitration re·
garding the interpretation and applicatic·n of the principles concerned.

Lastly, I would like to call the attention of the jurists who may con
sider this draft to the following point which I would repeat and empha
size. This declaration does not contain what may be called postulates
of international law, that is to say, dogmas or maxims which do not, re·
ally, establish rights or duties of States, but merely expound certain truths
of international life, without stating in any specific, concrete, direct or
positive manner what could be properly called a right or duty. It has
been my intention that all such clauses as specifically state a right or a
duty be included in my draft. Consequently, it will be useless to look in
the declaration for most of the postulates to be found in juridical works
of acknowledged merit, as for example, the splendid drafts by Alvarez
and MaUrtua which have already been mentioned, or some of the inter·
American instruments and acts. Tl>is is true, for example, of article 13 of
the Alvarez draft, which establishes that the relations between States are
governed by international law; it is also true of article 21, which lays
down that internationai law forms part of the legislation of each State;
of article 29, which deals with juridical equality; and of article 35, which
establishes the principle of non-intervention.

Of the fifteen articles which constitute the Normative Law of MaUrtua,
I would point out that eleven find an equivalent or corresponding pro
vision in as many articles formulated by me, but I have not included
those bearing numbers I, X, XII and XIV, as their text is merely doc
trinal and explanatory.
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Of the postulates which were Pllt forward by the Committee of Jurists,
presided over by the distiIlo'TUishLJ judge of the Permanent Court of
International Justice, Dr. Manley O. Hudson, I have taken the third,
which is not mereh explanatory, but mandatory and concrete, inasmuch
as it implies the duty of every State to adjust its conduct to international
law in its re~ations with other States and with the community of States.

The draft which I propose refers, it will have been noted, only to the
duties Of the State towards other States. The duties of the State towards
individuals are dealt with in the draft Declaration of the Essential Rights
and Liberties of Man which I proposed at the San Francisco Conference
and to the first Assembly of the United Nations on behalf of the delega
tion of Panama, and to whic~ I made reference at the beginning of this
statement.

Finally, it may be mentioned that while the declaration inciudes the
most fundamental rights of States, the great majority of the articles
establish duties of the States, as the following table will show:

drticle Matter Contents
1. Existence of the State ~ght

2. Recognition of the existence of the State Right
3. Existence of the State independent of recognition Right
4. Independence Right and duty
5. Non-intervention Duty
6. Equality Right
7. Jurisdiction Right
8. Diplomatic intervention Right and duty
9. Respect of Lights Right and duty

10. Limitation of rights Duty
11. Observance of treaties" Duty
12. Fulfilment of international obligations Duty
13. Authority of international law Duty
14. Scope of international law Duty
15. Peaceful settlement of disputes Duty
16. Condemnation of war and of force Duty
17. Legitimate defence Right
18. Repudiation of conquest Duty
19. Co-operation against force Duty
20. Co-operation for the ends of the community of Duty

nations
21. Maintenance of just conditions Duty
22. Duty to refrain from encouraging disturbances Duty

in other States
23. Equality of opportunity and economic interde- Duty

dependence
24. Pacts inconsistent with international obligations Duty

Such is the draft which I submit to the learned consideration of the
internationalists and statesmen. I should be happy and grateful to receive
constructive criticisms which may enable me to correct errors and perfect,
as far as it is possible, thi~ modest effort towards juridical harmony in the
international field.



IV. ANNOTATIONS TO THE DRAFT DECLARATION

ARTICLE 1

THE RIGHT TO NATIONAL EXISTENCE

Every State has the right to exist and the right to protect and preserve
its er.L~tence; this right does not however impl., that a State is entitled to
commit, or is justified in committing, unjust acts towards other States in
order to protect and preserve its existence.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Denmark
"This item seems to be superfluous and the wording too abstract and

tautological. The very question is, what is to be understood by 'unjust
acts'. It is proposed to give the provision a more concrete wording, e.g.,
in accordance with Article 10 of the League of Nations Covenant; ct.
also item [article] 16: .

'Every State is entitled to recognition of its territorial integrity and
existing political independence. Changes herein can only be made with
its own voluntary consent.' " -.

Dominican Republic
"The texts of the first and third rights of States might be combined,

on.e dealing with the right to national existence, and the other with the
right to existence, independent OJ :ecognition."

Greecs
"Substitute the following wording: 'Every State has the right to exist.'

We think it sufficient to proclaim the right to existence. The right to
maintain existence is covered by the right of legitimate defence laid
down in article 17 of the draft. The right to exist implies the right to
maintain existence. The sentence: 'this right does not, howevel~ imply
that a State is entitled to commit, or justified in committing, unjust acts
towards other States in order to protect and preserve its existence', is too
vague, particularly because of the use of the term 'unjust', and should be
deleted."

l.ndia
"Every State has the right to exist, and subject as hereinafter provided:
"(1) The right to protect itself against an impending injury of a

grave character which is immediately threatened from the territory of
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another State in circumstances where an appeal to the latter would be of
no avail;

"(2) The right to protect itself against an impending injury of a grave
character which is threatened from the high seas by a vessel flying a
foreign flag;

"(3) The right to exercise a jurisdiction over vessels reasonably sus
pected of piracy, to the extent of ascertaining their true character;

"(4) The right in time of war to protect itself against acts done by
neutrals likely to prejudice the conduct of its military or naval operations;

"(5) The right to vindicate any infraction of its territorial laws by im
mediate pursuit and arrest;

"(6) The right to intervene for the protection of the person, property
and interests of its nationals outside the limits of its own territory."

"In the alternative the Government of India suggests that the second
part of this article shou!d read as follows:

'This right does not, however, imply that a State is entitled to commit
or is justified in committing acts towards other States which are not in
accordance with the principles of international law or the United Nations
Charter.' ..

United Kingdom
"His Majesty's Government consider that a declaration on the rights

and duties of States should begin with a definition of the word 'State'.
This seems tu be essential for the interpretation of the whole declara
tion.•••"

"The analogy between a State and a natural person cannot be carried
to the length that it should be held that a State cannot of its own free will
put an end to its own existence as a State, for instance by amalgamating
with another State or entering into a federation. The real question, how
ever, which arises in this connexion (with which the existing draft does
not deal) is whether in any circumstances and if so in what, an end can
be put to the existence of a State otherwise than by the free will of that
State. It would appear that this is a question which must be answered
one way or the other, if the draft is to contain any provision on the right
of existence, and it is hoped that the International Law Commission will
consider it."

Venezuela
"The right to national existence, common to the doctrines of classical

law and to other existing drafts, together with the right of self-defence,
is indisputable. The limitations contained in the rest of the paragraph not
only detract from the force of the precept itself by imposing conditions on
it, but make the exercise of this right dependent on a subjective apprecia
tion of the justice of the action, difficult to defin~ or state clearly. The
theory of the misuse of a right, as applied in the international sphere, may
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lead to dangerous consequences if it is not defined in the text itself. It
would, therefore, be better to delete the second part of this paragraph."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 11. The right of each State to protect itself and to live its

own life does not authorize it to commit unjust acts against another.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-govemmental bodies

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
IV. The conservation of peace based on justice and law is the funda

mental criterion of conduct in the relations among the American States.
Every State has the right to a peaceful and secure existence.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governmen~s

Cuba (1945)
1. Every State has the right to exist, to protect and maintain its exis

tence. This right does not imply the right, or justify any action by a
State, to protect or maintain its existence by committing illegal act~

against innocent States or States which are not aggressors.

Ecuador (1947)
VI. It is the duty of States to guarantee the political existence of each

and all of them and to withhold recognition of new States which atteMpt
to constitute themselves on the basis of the dismemberment of existing
States.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and scientific
institutions

American Institute of International Law (1916)
1. Every nation has the right to exist, and to protect and to conserve

its existence; but this right neither implies the right nor justifies the act
of the State to protect itself or to conserve its existence by the commission
of unlawful acts against .innocent and unoffending States.

International Juridical Union (1919)
1. The State has the right to conserve and perpetuate its existence.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Leone Levi (1888)
67. The State has a right to do whatever is calculated to secure its own

preservation and independence.
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Alber' de Lapradelle (1921)

Article 3. None of them has the right, even in order to safeguard its
own existence, to undertake any steps against that of another nation
which does not threaten it.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
Article 5. The conservation of the State is a purpose justifying resistance

in self-dc:Jence. But no l'ight of action exists, on the ground of necessity,
against the right of another State.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
31. Right to constitute a State. Every people has the right to constitute

itself as a State, under a supreme Power, in a given territory, by iorming
a legal entity with a view to the attainment of collective aims.

99. Right of existence. Every State has the right to exist and to pro
tect and preserve its existence. That right does not imply the power to
commit, or justify the commission by a State, of unjust actions against
other States.

ARTICLE 2

RECOGNITION OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE

Every State is entitled to have its existence recognized. The recogni
tion of the existence of a State merely signifies that the State recognizing
it accepts the person of the State recognized, together with all the rights
and duties which arise o~t of international law. Recognition is uncondi
tional and irrevocable.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSER,VATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"This article should be shortened to read as follows:
'Every State is entitled to have its existence recognized.' The rest

of the wording concerning the detailed application of the right to recog
nition of existence should be deleted."

India
"With a view to allowing a State the discretion to recognize or not a

particular State and removing the unconditionality and irrevocability of
recognition, the Government of India suggest either the OInission of
this article or its replacement by an article in the following terms:

'Every State has the right to recognize another State. The recognition
of the existence of a State signifies that a State recognizing it accepts the
person of the State recognized together with all the rights ana duties
which arise out of intemationallaw.'"
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United Kingdom
"His Majesty's Government consider that the second point to be dealt

with is the question of recognition of States, which appears in articles 2
and 3 of the present draft. They suggest that it should consist of two
propositions: (a) that where an entity fulfils the conditions of state
hC!'d as laid down in the definitio.n, there is a duty on all other States to
recognize it; (b) that there is also a duty on all State;; not to recognize as
a State any entity which does not fulfil these conditions. Though neither
point is free from controversy in current doctrine, His Majesty's Govern
ment agree with the draft declaration in considering that (i) the
recognition and non-recognition of States is a matter of legal duty and
nut of policy. Inevitably there is bound to be considerable scope for
political judgment in deciding whether an entity fulfils the conditions for
recognition as a State. They consider, nevertheless, that the interests of
international law require that the sphere, necessarily left to a purely
political judgment, should be reduced to a~ narrow limits as possible and
that international relations will benefit by the question of recognition and
non-recognition being regarded, as far as possible, as a matter of legal duty
and removed to the utmost practical extent from the political sphere;
(ii) the existence of a State should not be regarded as depending upon
its recognition but on whether in fact it fulfils the conditions which
create a duty fer recognition. It should be made clear that recognition
Jf an entity as a State in no way requires the entry into diplomatic, or any
other particular relations with, the entity so recognized. Whether a
State enters jnto diplomatic or other relations with another State is, and
must remain, a matter for purely political decision. On the other hand,
the entry into diplomatic or other relations with an entity does neces
sarily imply that the entity is reco~ed as something. Whether it implies
recognition de jure or de facto as a State, or as a belligerent community,
or as an insurgent Government, will depend upon the particular facts with
regard to the relations so entered upon. It is thought that the above sug
gestions cover the ground which is at present covered by articles 2 and 3
of the existing draft.

"There is some reason to think that the whole subject of recognition of
States, Governments (de jure and de facto), belligerency and insurgency
is one which might well form the subject of a special study by the biter
national Law Commission. There is an abundance of material on the
subject, and it is thought that a full consideration of this matter by a
body sucl. as the International Law Commission, leading to the formula
tion of a certain number of rules or principles, might very greatly conduce
to the development of international law, whether or not this formulation
was, in the ultimate result, accepted by States in the binding form of an
international convention."
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B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMEN'rS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)

Article 6. The recognition of a State merely signifies that the State
which recognizes it accepts the personality of the other with all thr rights
and duties determined by international law, Recognition is unconditional
and irrevocable.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 10. Recognition implies that the State granting it ...ccepts the

personality of the new State, with all the rights and duties that inter
national law prescribes for the two States.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

InteT1lational Commissi'm of American Jurists (1927)

Project n. Existence-Equality-Recognition.
Article 6. The recognition of a State signifies that the Stat.e which

recognizes it accepts the personality of the other State, with all the rights
and obligations established by international law.

Recognition is unconditional and irrevocable.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
Article VII. The political existence of a new State is independent of

its recognition by other States. Recognition-which is unconditional and
irrevocable-signifies that the States which recognize the new State ac
cept its personality with all the rights and duties which internationai law
prescribes.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Ecuador (1947)
Article VI. It is the duty of States to g...larantee the political exist~ce

of each and all of them and to withhold recognition of new States which
attempt to constitute themselves on the basis of the dismemberment of
e.~sting States.

4. Declarations ~. non-governmental organizations ana
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project No. 6. Recognition of new nations and of new Governments~

Article 1. The recognition of a nation by an American Republic has
for its object to accept its personality with all the rights and all the duties
established by international law.
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Mtic1e 3. Recognition of a new nation should be made unconditionally.
It Illay be express 01' tacit. Tacit recognition results from any act of an
Amel'il':l,n Rcpublic implying the intention te recognize the new nation.

5. Stat6ments by jurists alld publicists

Jlasqllale Fiore (1890-1915)
.')9. Evcl'Y State having some form of political constitution and a Gov

Cl'Ilmcnt capable of cntel'ing into political relations with other States and
of assuming responsibility fOl' its acts, has the right in its relations with
other States tu be considel'cd as politically constituted.

Albel't de Lap"Gdelle (1921)
Article 1. Evcry people which has established in the territory which it

occupies a Govcmmellt capable of maintaining order internally, and of
co.opemting cxternally in the continually devebping organization of re
lations founded upon the common good, justice, and peace, is entitled to
international recognition of its nation as a State.

Victor M. Mm1rtlla (1931)
Article XV. The political e.'tistence of the State is a matter independent

of the recognition of the State. This recognition is simply declarative,
and irrevocable. International relations are outside the sphere of politi
cal f01'l11s, systems of economic and social organization, and transfo1'l11a
tions of Governments. Any possible modification of international I'f'lations,
upon occasions of changes of Government, shall be determined SJ!ely by
the lack of a convincing demonstration on the part of the States involved
of a capacity to carry on their juridical relations in the inter·national
community.

Frallcesco Cosentini (1935)
40. Recognition of international personality. While subject to inter

nationall9'w from the inception of its legal existence, the State neverthe
less cannot assume tlle quality of a person in international society, nor
enjoy and e.xercise its international rights in regard to other States
except in so far as it has entered into relations with, or has been
recognized by them.

ARTICLE 3

THE RIGHT TO EXISTENCE, INDEPENDENT OF
RECOGNITION

The political existence of the State is independent of its recognition by
other States. Even before it has been recognized, the State has the right
to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation
and prosperity and, consequently, to organize itself as it sees fit, to .!egislate

I.
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in regard to its interests, to adminirter its service.r and to determine tile
jurisdiction and com/Jetence of its court.r of justice,

A. COMMENTS ASD OBSERVATIONS Oi' GOVERNMENTS

Dominican Republic
See comments on article 1.

Greece
"This article should be confined to the simple statement that the politi

cal existence of the State is independent of its recognition by other States,"

United· Kingdom
See comments on article 2.

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treatie.~ and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 3. The political e.'Cistence of the State is independent of recog

nition by the other States. Even before recognition the Stat.e has the
right to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for ite conserva>
tion and pro&'}Jerity, and consequently to organize itself as it sees fit, to
legislate upon its interests, administer its services, and to define the
jurisdiction and competence of its courts.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 9. The political existence of the State is independent of

recognition by other States. Even before being recognized, the State
has the right to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its
preservati.on and prosperity, and consequently to organize itself as it
sees fit, to legislate concerning its interests, to admini~ter its services,
and to Jetermine the jurisdiction and competence of its courts. The
e.xercise of these rights is limited only by the exercise of the rights of oLler
Sta!es in accordance with intemational law.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodie:;

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)

Project n. States: existence, equality, recognition.
Article '>. The political existence of the State is independect of its

recognition by other States. Even before recognition the State has the
right to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its conserva
tion and prosperity, and consequently to adopt whatever organization it
considers proper, to legislate concerning its own interests, to administer
its own services, and to determine the jurisdiction and competency of its
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tribunals, T'· ~x(,l'cise of these l"ights is limited only by the exercise of
the rights of ~..h('r States, by treaties and by the principles of international
law.

Pall Americdl'! Ullioll. Goverlling Board (1946)
Al'tidc VII, The political existence of a new State is independent of

its recognition by othel' States. Recognition, which is unconditional and
irrevocable, siguiHcs that thc States which l'Ccogl';7.e the new State ac
cept its personality with all the rights and duties which international law
prescribes.

3, VI'aft dedal'atiotls Ilroposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
I. (paragraph 2). The politkal existence of a State is independent of

its recognition by the othel' States. A State has tue right, even before
recognition, to defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its
maintenance and pl'Ospel'ity, to organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate on
its intel'CSts, to administel' its services, and to determine the jurisdiction
and qualification of its cum'ts,

4. Declarations by flO71-govcl'7lrnelltal organizations and
scientificirtstiiutioflS

Amcrican lttstitute of 171temational Law (1925)
Pl'OjCt.t No. 6. Recognition of new nations and of new Governments.
Article~, The political existence of a nation is independent of any

recognition. Consequently it has the enjoyment of the fWldament:>.l
rights and it ~s botmd by the fundamental obligations mentioned in the
"Declaration of the Right~ and Duties of Nations".

Article 3. Recognition of a new nation should be made unconditionally.
It may be express or tacit. Tacit recognition results from any act of an
American Republic implying the intention to recognize the new nation.

S. Statements by jurists and publicists

Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)
60. Every State which is eonside.'ed as politically constin·p.d, is en

titled to assume jure suo the status of a person, independently of the
formality of recognition (compare rule 168) and may require in its rela
tions with other States the application of iniernational law.

61. Every State politically constituted must be considered ipso jure
ipsoque facto as possessed of all the rights which ought to be considered
as its rational rights and of the ability to a5~ume international obligations
in its relations with other States.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
Article XV. The political existence of the State is a matter independent

of the recognition of the State. This recognition is simply declarative, and
irrevocable. International relations are outside the sphere of political
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forms, systems of economic and social organization, and transformations
of Governments. Any possible modification of international relations,
upon occasions of changes of Government, Rhall be determined solely by
the lack of a convincing demonstration on the part of the States involved
of a capacity to carry on their juridical relations in the international com
munity.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
40. Recogni~::'n of intemational personality. While subject to inter

national law from the inception of its legal existence, the State neverthe
less cannot assume the quality of a person in international society, nor
enjoy and exercis\~ .t~ internrtional rights in regard to other States except
in so far as it has entered into relations with, or has been recognized by,
them.

41. Purpose of recognition. A State is recognized in order that its
international personality may be established by the attribution of all the
rights and obligations incumbent on it under the law of nations. The
Government of a State is recognized simply in order that diplomatic re
lations may be entered into with the said State or the continuity of exist
ing relations ensured.

46. Political existence and recognition. The political existence of a
State does not depend on recognition. The State conse:quently enjoys the
fundamental rights, and is bound by the fundamental obligations of inter
national society even if it is not recognized.

47. Rights which do not depend on recognition. Pending its recogni
tion the State has the right to defend its integrity and independence, pro
vide for its preservation and prosperity, and consequently set up what or
ganization it pleases, legislate on its interests, administer its services, and
detennine the jurisdiction and competence of its courts. The exercise of
these rights is only limited by the exercise of the rights of other States in
conformity with the law of nations.

ARTICLE 4

THE RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE

Every State has the right to its own independence in the sense that it
is free to provide for its own well-being and to develop materially and
spiritually without being subjected to the domination of other States,
provided. always that in so doing, it shall not impair or violate the legiti
mate rights of other States.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"This article should be replaced by the fOllowing text: 'Every State

shall be bound to respect the independence and territorial integrity of
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other States and to prevent the organization on its territory of activities
directed against another State or designed to foment civil war on the
territory of another State' ".

United Kingdom
"The draft then might proceed to the matters dealt with in articles 4

and 5. These two articles seem to His Majesty's Government to go to
gether. They are two aspects of the same matter. Independence in one
sense will have found its place in the definition of a State. Article 4 deals
with the exercise of independence, or, as it may sometimes be put, the
exercise of sovereignty, or the exercise of jurisdiction. It would seem that
the general principle is that, provided that a State keeps within the limits
prescribed by internatiorial law and treaties, its freedom to act as it
pleases must be recognized and respected by ail other States. But the
question arises as to whether there are or not exceptions to this principle.
The instances of a State acting with the utmost barbarity and inhumanity
to its own nationals, or making preparations which appear to foreshadow
a policy of aggression, or again of pursuing a course which leads to the
economic strangulation of another State, occur to the mind in this con
nexion. These points are touched on to some extent in articles 21 and
23 of the draft. The question, whet.lJ.er these limitations are regarded as
exceptions to the general principle of freedom of action within the limits
of international law and treaties, depends upon whether these limitations
are regarded as part of international law itself. The important doctrine
of 'abuse of rights' may fall for consideration in this connexion. As
stated above, it is thought that draft articles 4 and 5 are two facets of the
same principle and that they ·should be expressed as such. Article 22
falls for consideration in close connexion with article 5. His Majesty's
Government fully recognize the principle which article 22 sets out to ex
press. This principle is, it is thought, a particular and important aspect of
the more general principle set forth in a.-ticle 5. It is a question whether
in the same context something should not be said as to the general right
of each State to have such form of constitution and such forms of na
tional institutions as it may decide for itself."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Atlantic Charter (1941)
Third, they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of

government under which they will live; and they wish to see sovereign
rights and self-government restored to those who have been forcibly de
prived of them.
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3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
n. Every State has the right to independence, to secure its well-being

and its free development without interference by other States, provided
that in the pursuit of those objectives it does not violate or infringe upon
the rights of other States.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1916)
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations.

Every nation has the right to independence in the sense that it has a
right to the pursuit of happiness and is free to develop itself without inter
ference or control from other States, provided that in so doing it
does not interfere with or violate the rights of other States.

Ibid. (1925)
Project No. 8. Fundamental rights of American Republics

Article 1. The following principles are declared to constitute American
public law and shall be applied and respected in America by all nations.
The American Republics, equal before international law, have the rights
inherent in complete independence, liberty, and sovereignty. Such rights
can in no way be restricted to the profit of another nation, even with
the consent of the interested American Republics.

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article 11. The State is independent. The independence of the State

is to be understood in the sense that it may freely develop without inter
ference on the part of any other State, acting on its own authority, in
the exercise, either internal or external, of its activity.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)
8. The independence of each State is inviolable. There is no right of

conquest.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Abbe Gregoire (1793)
2. The nations are respectively independent and sovereign whatever

may be the number of inhabitants composing them and the extent of the
territory which they occupy.

Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)
62. The rational international rights which every State possesses are

those which by reason of its nature as an institution must be considered
indispensable in order that it may exist, with its necessary characteristics.
These are:

(a) The right of autonomy, independence and liberty.
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David Dudley Field (1872)
"Sovereignty" defined.

12. Every nation is sovereign within its own jurisdiction; that is to
say, it is, of right, independent of all foreign interference, and free to
express and enforce its will, by action within its jurisdiction, without op-
position from any foreign Power.. •

The independence and liberty thus enjoyed by each nation are not
absolute, but are limited by the equal freedom and independence of
others, by the provisions of this Code, and by the special compacts to
which the nation is a party.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
1. The competence of States is determined by international law. This

determination comprises not only the field and the limits of competence,
but also the modalities of an exercise of competence in so far as those
modalities affect other States or the international community.

11. The political independence of States is the first object of inter
national solidarity. States are obliged to withhold their recognition of
situations, treaties and agreementJ which, in the judgment of the com
munity, tend to destroy that (independence).

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 13. The State is sovereign.
Sovereignty is to be understood in the sense that the State is master in

its own territory, that it has the right to govern itself, to enact laws with
in its borders, and to enter freely into relations with other States.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
79. Sovereignty. Every State is sovereign in its jurisdiction, that is to

say i~ is entitled to independence from all foreign intervention and free to
express and execute its will within its jurisdiction without impediment
from any foreign Power. This independence and freedom are not abso
lute; they are limited by the equal freedom and independence of other
States and by the provisions of the international conventions and special
treaties signed by every State.

80. Scope of sovereignty. The sovereignty of States extends over their
actual territory, their territorial waters, the corresponding air space, and
the persons and things situated within these limits.

81. Imprescriptible and inalienable sovereignty. In principle, sover
eignty is imprescriptible and inalienable.

82. Rights implicit in sovereignty. By virtue of its sovereignty, each
State has the right: (1) to draw up and amend its constitution; (2) to
have an independent legislation for its people and its territory; (3) to
govern and administer itself autonomously; (4) to choose its officials
freely; (5) to appoint and accredit its representatives to other States.
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95. Right to independence. Every State has the right to independence.
Independence for the State consists in being its own master in every
respect (seH-government). It is expressed by the right to free develop
ment without interference or control by other States, the right to prohibit,
and if necessary, prevent any event taking place or any act being com
mitted, within the territory subject to its sovereignty, which directly or
indirectly implies or might imply the exercise of publica auctoritas) jus
imperii or jus juredicendi by a foreign sovereignty.

101. Legal freedom of States. The freedom which belongs to every
State in its relations with other States consists in the legal power to
exercise an a~tivity within the limits defined by international law and
compatible with the possession of the same attribute by other States and
with the exigencies of the regular organization of international society.

ARTICLE 5

THE DUTY OF NON-INTERVENTION

No State has the right to interfere in the internal or extemd affairs of
another State.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Dominican Republic
"The Dominican Chancellery suggests that articles 5 and 23 might

be changed in such a way that the fundamental questions with which
they deal, namely, the principle of non-intervention and equal treatment
in international commercial relations, should be better defined.

"Thus article 5 might say:
'The duty of non-intervention. No State has the right to interfere in

the internal or external affairs of another State individually or in con
junction with others' ".

"In this manner, it would be made clear that States are bound not only
to individual non-intervention but also to collective non-intervention
which an attempt has been made to introduce on some occasions-except
in cases where international peace might be menaced and in accordance
with the spe~c rules of the Charter of the United Nations."

India
"The proviso 'Cxct:pt in so far as permitted by the provision of the

United Nations Charter or of the principle of international law' might
be added to the article as it stands."

United Kingdom
See comments on article 4.
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B. TREATffiS, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 8. No State has the right to intervene in the internal or external

affairs of another.

Additional Protocol relative to Non-Interve'ltion (Buenos Aires, 1936)
Article 1. The High Contracting Parties aeclare inadmissible the inter

vention of anyone of them, directly or indirectly, and for whatever rea
son, in the internal or external affairs of any other of the Parties.

The violation of the provisions of this article shall give rise to mutual
consultation, with the object of exchanging views and seeking methods
of peaceful adjustment.

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 2 (7). Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize

the United Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially within
the domestic jurisdiction of any State or shall require the Members to
submit such matters to settlement under the present Charter; but this
principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcement measures
under Chapter VII.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 15. No State or group of States has the right to intervene,

directly or indirectly, for any re¥on whatever, in the internal or external
affairs of any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only
armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat
against the personality of the State or against its political, economic and
cultural elements.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)

Project 11. States: existence, equality, recognition.
Article 3. No State may intervene in the internal affairs of another.

Declaration of Principles of Inter-American Solidarity and Co-operation
(Bnenos Aires, 1936)
Intervention by one State in the internal or external affairs of another

State is condemned.

Declarction of American Principles (Lima, 1938)
1. The intervention of any State in the internal or external affairs of

another is inadmissible.
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Declaration of Mexico (1945)
3. Each State is free and sovereign, and no State may intervene in ~e

internal or external affairs of another.

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffirmation of Fundamental Principles of International Law.

II. Hence no State may intervene in the internal or external a.4fairs of
another.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
VUI. Intervention by anyone or more States, directly or indirectly,

and for whatever reasons in the internal or external affairs of another
State is inadmissible.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
11. Therefore direct or indirect intervention by a State in the internal or

external affairs of another State for any reason wh~\tever is inadmi~sible.

Mexico (1945)
No State has a right to intervene, directly or indirectly, and whatever

be the reason, in the domestic or foreign affairs of another.

Ecuador (1947)
Article VIII. No State has the right to intervene in matters which ap

pertain solely to the domestic jurisdiction of another.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project No. 8. Fundamental rights of American Republics

Article 1 (paragraph 4). No nation has a right to interfere in the in
ternal or foreign affairs of lUl American Republic against the will of that
Republic. The sole lawful intervention is friendly and conciliatory action
without any character of coercion.

The International Law of the Future (1944)
Principle 3. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from intervention

in the internal affairs of any other State.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Abbe Gregoire (1793)
7. A nation has not the right to meddle in the governmenl; of the

others.
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Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)
547. The principal international duties of States are:
(a) The duty of non-intervention.

Baltasar Brum (1923)
,Article 8. With due allowance for the provisions that may be laid down

in other clauses of the present Stafutes, the rights and duties of members
(of the Association) are:

(g) To refrain from intervention in any matter, of whatsoever nature,
pertaining to the internal affairs of another country, except at the re
quest of the authorities duly empowered to make such a request; and
also to refrain from soliciting the intervention of the Association of
American Countries in such matters.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
VI. Every individual policy of conservation or defence in a regional

community must be confined within the limits of the exclusive competence
of the State exercising that policy. The exercise of the said policy does
not justify intervention in the exclusive affairs of another State or group
of States.

Every permanent clause regarding protection of interests or inter
national rights, affecting a regional group of States, must be bilateral and
must, through free consent, develop solidarity in that group or regional
community.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 22. In the absence of spec.ial legal title, no State has the right

to intervene, especially by force, in the internal or external affairs of
another State without its consent, even if the person or property of its
nationals is threatened.

"J:he only form of intervention that is permissible is collective inter
vention on the part of all States or of a group of States in conformity
with the provisions of pacts of world, continentai, or regional organization.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
96. Non-intervention. No State has the right to intervene in the in

ternal or external affairs of another State against the will of that State.
Friendly and conciliatory action without any constraint is the only legal
form of intervention.

97. Illegality of intervention. Intervention cannot be legalized by the
existence of a treaty authorizing it in the case of civil war, or by the
formal consent of the Government against which a revolution has been
started.

98. Intervention and mediation based on conventions. The law of
nations does not admit of any intervention or mediation in the affairs of
another State unless it is based on positive conventions or the right of
every State to self-preservation.

, .
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ARTICLE 6

LEGAL EQUALITY

Every State is, in law and before the law, equal to all the others which
make up the community of States, and has the right to claim and assume,
as among the Powers of the world, that position of equality to which
natural law entitles it. .

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"This articl~ should merely state the principle that States are juridically

equal, the rest of the wording being a natural consequence of the
adoption of that principle. Article 6 should follow article 3 and should
simply say: 'Every State is, in law, equal to all the others which make up
the community of States.' "

India
''The words 'and has the right to claim and assume, as among the

Powers of the world, that position of equality to which natural law en
titles it' may be deleted."

Mexico
''The Government of Mexico feels that for the purpose of substantiating

and strengthening the very sound principle of the legal equality of States
laid down by clause 6, it would be preferable to omit any allusion to
philosophical ideas and hence not to refer to natural law as the basis
of such equality, which is established in various international instruments."

United Kingdom
"Article 6 is an example of the difficulty of expressing in a legislative

fonn a generally accepted principle. The essence, as His Majesty's Gov
ernment understand it, is that all States enjoy an equality of rights but
this does not mean that they have the same rights. The rights and duties
of a State, which has a sea coast, are necessarily different from those of
a State which is landlocked. The rights of a State, which is a member
of an international organization, such as the United Nations, are dif
ferent in some respects from those of States, which are not members of
such an organization. Every State to some extent circumscribes, or in
creases, its rights and duties by the treaty commitments into which it has
entered. His Majesty's Government doubt whether the words 'assume
a position of equality' in article 6 of the draft are quite appropriate in a
legal statement."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 4-. States are juridically equal, enjoy the same rights, and have

~ ., ,..
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equal capacity in their exercise. The rights of each one do not depend
upon the power which it possesses to assure its exercise, but upon the
simple fact of its existence as a person under international law.

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 2 (1). The Organization is based on the principle of the

sovereign equality of all its Members.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 6. States are juridically equal, enjoy equal rights and equal

capacity to exercise these rights, and have equal duties. The rights of
each State depend not upon its power to ensure the exercise thereof, but
upon the mere fact of its existence as a person under international law.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project n. States: existence, equality, recognition.

Article 2. States are equal before the law, enjoy equal rights, and have
equal capacity to exercise them. The rights of each are dependent not
upon the power which it possesses to ensure the exercise of them but
solely upon the fact of their existence as a person of international law.

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffirmation of fundamental principles of international law.
Ill. States are juridicdly equal, in the sense that they have the same

fundamental rights.
This equality derives from the existence of the State as a person of

international law and not from the power which the individual State may
possess to defend or maintain it.

In like manner this juridical equality is independent of the territorial
size of the particular State or of the degree of its material progress.

In consequence, no State may be held bound by changes in the rules
of law, whether in political or in economic matters, to which it has not
freely consented.

Declaration of Mexico (1945)
2. States are juridically equal.

Act of Chapultepec (1945)
1. That all sovereign States are juridically equal among themselves.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
Article I. States are juridically equal among themselves. They have

the same rights and the same obligations. This equality derives from
the existence of the State as a person of international law and not from
the power which the State may possess to defend or maintain it nor
from the territorial size or degree of progress of each State.
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3. Draft dedarations proposed by Governments

Italy (1919)
1. Every State is equal before the law. Inequalities of power cannot

be invoked in justification of any act of commission or omission, or of
any claim or pretention incompatible with the respect due to the rights
of others and with the fulfilment of intemational duties.

Cuba (1945)
Ill. All States arc equal before the law, and each Me has the same

rights as any other which is a member of the international community.
In the same way, all States have the right to claim and to assume, among
the Powers of the world, the equal and independent position to which
they are entitled by natural and divine laws.

Brazil (1945)
I. All sovereign States arc legally equal to one ,mother.

Ecuador (1947)
Article I. States arc juridically equal between themselves; they have

the same rights and the same obligations.

4. Declarations by non·governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Seventh Universal Peace Congress (1896)
Article 14. Nations are sovereign and equal.

American Institute of International Law (1916)
Ill. Every nation is in law and before law the equal of every other

nation belonging to the society of nations, and all nations have the right
to claim and, according to the Declaration of Independence of the
United States, "to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God
entitle them".

Ibid. (1925)
Project No. 5. Nations.

Article 2. Nations are legally equal. The rights of each do not depend
upon the power at its command tci ensure their exercise. Nations enjoy
equal rights and equal capacity to exercise them.

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article Ill. States are equal before the law.
Equality in law implies equal co-operation in the regulation of the

interests of the international community, without necessarily conferring
the right of equal participation in the constitution and functioning of the
organs established for the administration of these interests.
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3. The members of the community of States are equal before the law.

Each of thelU possesses within that community only those rights conferred
on it by the law of nations.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Jeremy Bentham (1827)
Article 2. The equality of all is hereby recognized by all.

David Dudley Field (1872)
Equality in rights and rank.
16. All nations are equal in rights. No distinction in rank between

them is permitted; and wherever, in treatie~ or other official acts, two or
more of them are named in juxtaposition, they shall be named in
alphabetical order, according to the first letter of their names, respectively,
as c.xpressed in the French language, except that each nation may have
its own name first in the document which it retains.

Pasquale Fiore (1890·1915)
62. The rational international rights which every State possesses are

those which by reason of its nature as an institution must be considered
indispr.nsable in order that it may exist, with its necessary characteristics.
These are:

(c) The rights to legal equality.

Henri La Fontaine (1916) .
Article 25. The States are equal, whatever may be the extent of their

territory or the importance of their population. Equal respect is assured
to the name, flag, seal, blazon and device adopted by each State.

Albert de Lapradelle (1921)
Article 2. Without distinction of race or religion, or of power, States

are, in proportion to their degree of civilization, that is to say, of con
sciousness of their international duties, free and equal in law.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
IX. States have the right to require that no one of them shall attribute

to itself, in reciprocal relations or in relations with the (international)
community, rights different from or more extensive than the rights
enjoyed by the other States. All must participate equally in the creation
and regulation of international institutions. In principle, there shall be
no differences as to co-operation in the functioning of these institutions.
Those differences in actual fact which may prove necessary by way of
exception, shall be determined exclusive~y by greater fitness for the
rendering of more efficacious services in the administration or conduct of
general interests. The said differences shall be conceived of as a fortuitous
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functioning in behalf of :nternational public welfare. They may not be
transformed into instruments of national policy or motives for dominatiqn.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 16. States are equal before the law.
Juridical equality does not necessarily confer the right of equal co

operation in the constitution and functioning of the organs established
to administer the interests of the international community.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
126. Legal equality of States. From the legal point of view all States

are equal in international society whatever their race, the extent of their
territory or their population. Nations enjoy equal rights in law, equal
legal capacity, and an equal power to exercise their rights and fulfil
their obligations. .

ARTICLE 7

EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION

Every State is entitled to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its territory
and over all nationals or foreigners within that territory.

Foreigners may not claim rights differen: from, or more extensive than,
those enjoyed by nationals.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Denmark
"Denmark has a limited consular jurisdiction in Egypt."

Greece
"As there are exceptions to the rule laid down in this article, it should

be drafted as follows: 'Every State is, in principle, entitled to exercise
exclusive jurisdiction over its territory.'

"The second paragraph of article 7 should be deleted as it does not
correspond to existing international law."

India
"The second sentence dealing with rights is out of place in the article

on jurisdiction. It may be omitted."

Mexico
''The Govemment of Mexico interprets clause 7 (which concerns the

exclusive jurisdiction of the State over its territory and over all nationals
or foreigners within that territory) to mean that the State is under no
obligation to grant to aliens all the rights enjoyed by nationals, for such
a procedure would, at least so far as political rights are concerned, be
improper."
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United Kingdom
"His Majesty's Government cannot entirely agree with the formulation

of either of the two sentences in article 7. It is, they consider, not correct
that a State's jurisdiction over foreigners within its territory is completely
exclusive. International law recognizes both territorial jurisdiction over
all persons and things within the territory, and a personal jurisdiction
over nationals wherever they may be. In general, in case of conflict, the
personal jurisdiction cedes to the territorial jurisdiction. If the Inter
national Law Commission could produce a formulation of the relation
ship of the State's territorial and personal jurisdictions, they would per
form a great service.

"The second sentence of this article is not in accord with existing inter
national law, as His Majesty's Government apprehend it. There is much
international authority for the existence of a minimum international
standard, with which States are obliged to comply in their treatment of
foreigners, whether or not they do so in the treatment of their nationals.
If, and in so far as international law develops so as to limit the domestic
jurisdiction of States in the treatment of their nationals to such an extent
that every treatment of a national, which falls below the international
standard, is a breach of international law (and therefore a matter on
which other Staunay intervene), then the existing principle of inter
national law with u:gard to the 'international standard' will apply to
both nationals and foreigners. Unless and until that position is reached,
His Majesty's Government consider that the doctrine of the minimum
international standard, with regard to the treatment of foreigners, remains
part of international law ana that agreement to abolish that doctrine will
not be attained. In fact, this point was one on which the Hague Confer
ence of 1930 with regard to the responsibility of States broke down. His
Majesty's Government are very willing that the International Law Com
mission should devote most careful study to this question."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention on Status of Aliens (Havana, 1928)
Article 1. States have the right to establish by means of laws the condi

tions under which foreigners may enter and reside in their territory.
Article 2. Foreigners are subject as are nationals to local jurisdiction

and laws, due consideration being given to the limitations expressed in
conventions and treaties.

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 9. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of national terri

tory applies to all the inhabitants.
Nationals and foreigners are under the same protection of the law and

"
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the national authorities and the foreigners may not claim rights other or
more extensive than those of the nationals.

The Bogota Charter (1MB)
Article 12. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national

territory is exercised equally over all the inhabitants, whether nationals or
aliens.

2. Resolutions. declaration,s, and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International CommissioTl of American Jurists (1927)
Project Ill. Status of Aliens

Article 1. Stateli have the righ~ to establish by means of laws the condi
tions under which foreigners may enter and reside in their territory.

Article 2. The natiomils of one State who may be found in the territory
of other States shall enjoy therein all the individual guarantees and all
the ciw rights which States grant to their own nationals, with due regard
to the prescriptions of their political constitutions and to the laws of the
State.

Article 4. Foreigners as well as nationals are subject to the jurisdiction
of the local laws, due consideration being given to the limitations
expressed in conventions and treaties.

Pan American Union. Goveming Board (1946)
XIII. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of national territory

applies to all the inhabitants. Nationals and aliens are under the same
protection of and owe the same obedience to the law and the national
authorities.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
IV. Every State has the right to the territory included within defined

frontiers and the right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over that territory
and over all persons thereon, whether native or alien.

Ecuador (1947)
Article XII. Jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national

territory applies to all inhabitants. Nationals and aliens are under the
same pl'Otection and must obey the national laws and the national
authorities.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1916)
IV. Every nation has the right to territory within defined boundaries

and to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its territory, and all persons
whether native or foreign found therein.

Ibid. (1925)
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Ibid. (1925)

Project No. 12 Jurisdiction
Article 1. Jurisdiction is the right and power of the nation to exercise

its sovereign will within its territory.
Article 2. As each sovereign nation exercises exclusive jurisdiction, any

derogation from its exercise mustbe derived from the consent of the nation
itself.

Article 3. The jurisdiction of a nation being conterminous with its
boundaries, it is presumed to legislate for itself alone, and its laws have
no effect in any foreign country or portion of territory subject to the
jurisdiction of another nation, unless in accordance with the principles
of private international law.

Article 4. Nationals of the American Republics are subject to the
jurisdiction of the country in which they are found, and may be punished
by the latter for offences which they commit.

However, a nation may render its nationals liable for offences against
its laws committed in a foreign jurisdiction.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Abbe Gregoire (1793)

12. A nation has the right of entrance to its territory, and to exclude
foreigners when its safety requires it.

13. Foreigners are subject to the laws of the country and punishable
by them.

Leone Levi (1897)

75. The State has a right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over all the
inhabitants and property within the State, as well as over all suits and
actions in courts of justice, whether civil or criminal, arising within its
limits.

77. Foreigners residing in any part of the State are subject to its laws.

Henri La Fontaine (1916)

Article 26. Foreigners enjoy in all States the liberties and rights
guaranteed to nationals. The States proclaim that these liberties and
rights essentially include individual liberty and security, inviolability of
domicile and property, freedom of conscience, freedom of speech,
inviolability of correspondence, freedom of association, freedom of
religion. Restrictions may, however, be enacted in respect to the enjoy
ment of certain rights of elective franchise and of eligibility.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)

VIII. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national
territory extends over all the inhabitants (of that territory). Inhabitants

fl
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who are nationals and those who are foreigners are under one and the
same protection, as extended by the laws and by the national authorities.
Foreigners may not demand rights different from or more extensive than
the rights of nationals. This equal protection shall assure to nationals
and to foreigners the minimum of rights demanded by international law.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
103. Jus imperii and jus juredicendi. Every State has exclusive' jus

imperii and jus juredicendi throughout its territory and other assimilated
localities with regard to persons and things situated therein.

105. Nationals residing abroad. The right of personal jurisdiction even
over nationals. residing abroad must be recognized while taking into
account the limitations established by international law as well as the
respect due to the rights of territorial sovereignty.

ARTICLE 8

DIPLOMA':"IC INTERVENTION

Every State is entitled to intervene with another State in favour of its
own nationals, acting through diplomatic channels and in a reasonable
and courteous mannerj it is its duty to refrain from alleging any denial
of justice so long as its nationals have not claimed the right which they
allege to possess from the courts of justice of the State to which such
diplomatic representations are being made j if, however, this State should
deny the foundation of fact or law of the intervention, and the interoen
ing State does not accept this denial, it may only resort to the procedure
of peaceful settlement for the solution of the dispute.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"If it is in principle agreed to insert this article in the declaration, it

should be limited to a statement of the principle that 'Every Sta~e is
entitled to intervene with another State for the pr~tection of its nationals'.
The rest of the text of this article merely lays down rules for the applica
tion of the general principle and should be deleted. This article should
come after article 5."

India
"This [article] may be replaced by the following:
'~very State is entitled to intervention with another State in favour of

its own nationals acting through diplomatic channels and in a reasonable
and courteous manner.'"

Mexico
"The Government of Mexico considers that clause 8 should provide
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seem preferable to 'intervention' as used in the draft) should be subject
to the condition that all legal processes (and not only appeals to the
same) should have been exhausted, and that such right should be limited
by the duty of an alien not to invoke his Govermnent's protection, and of
the Government not to grant it, whenever such alien has freely and un
reservedly undertaken to submit himself exclusively to the decision of the
local courts. Hence it is recommended that the draft declaration should
contain a provision expressly stating that diplomatic intervention is out of
place in cases where the persons concerned have previously waived it. It
should also be mentioned expressly that recourse to diplomatic representa
tions should be subject to the condition that legal processes have been
exhausted."

United Kingdom

"The second proposition of this article no doubt refers to the
international rule with regard to the exhaustion of municipal remedies.
The International Law Commission might well make Cl. full formulation
of this rule the subject of a special study. It is again a matter on which
there is abundant material. Perhaps this rule received the fullest con
sideration and exploration from all its aspects in the Finnish ships arbitra
tion between the United Kingdom and Finland, and in this connexion
both the written pleadings of the parties as well as the award of the
arbitrator might be studied. Whether or not this detailed formulation
of the municipal remedies rule should form part of this particular chapter
of the elementary rights and duties of States is a matter on which His
Majesty's Government wish to express no view at pre~ent. They do,
however, consider that, if such a formulation does not form part of the
present declaration, it would be preferable to replace the existing second
proposition in article 8 by something on the following lines: 'This right is
subject to the international rule with regard to the exhaustion of munic
ipal remedies.'

"The third proposition in article 8 is fully accepted by His Majesty's
Government but it is incompletely stated since there are two aspects of
the matter. It is just as much the duty of the State, against whom the
complaint is made, to agree to some satisfactory method of deciding the
dispute as it is the duty of the State making the complaint only to resort
to such peaceful methods. These two duties go side by side and it is the
more important that both sides should be expressed because most of the
difficulties, which have arisen, have arisen precisely because of the refusal
of the defendant State to agree to any peaceful method by which a decision
on the dispute can be arrived at. These States, of course, who have
accepted the Optional Clause of the Statute of the International Court
of Justice without any relevant reservation have fully complied with this
duty by making recourse possible to the court in such cases."

...
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Venezuela

"The juridical tradition of the American States, now generally accepted
in international law, does not admit of diplomatic intervention or protec
tion unless twO concEtions are fulfilled, namely, the previous exhaustion
of the possibilities offered by the national courts and a clear denial of
justice. The Venezuelan doctrine in this matter is firmly established and
unambiguous. The text of the draft appears to be based on these' prin
ciples, but it does not develop them with sufficient clarity and precision.
It would be desirable to substitute for the text a formula defining these
conditions more exactly. Venezuela is in favour of the inclusion of this
subject in any document of this kind, but cannot accept any weakening
of the doctrine stated."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND S'''ATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Recommendatior., Claims and Diplomatic Intervention (Washington,
1890)

(1) Foreigners are entitled to enjoy all the civil rights enjoyed by
natives; and they shall be accorded all the benefits of said rights in all
that is essential as well as in the form or procedure, and the legal remedies
incident thereto, absolutely in like manner as said natives.

(2) A nation has not, nor recognizes in favour of foreigners, any other
obligations or responsibilities than those which in favour of the natives
are established, in like cases, by the constitution and the laws.

Resolution, International Responsibility of the States (Montevideo, 1933)
2. That, notwithstanding this, it reaffirms once more, as a principle of

international law, the civil equality of the foreigner with the national as
the maximum limit of protection to which he may aspire in the positive
legislations of the States.

3. Reaffirms equally that diplomatic protection cannot be initiated in
favour of foreigners unless they exhaust all legal measures established
by the laws of the country before which the action is begun. There are
excepted those cases of manifest denial or unreasonable delay of justice
which shall always be interpreted restrictively, that is, in favour of the
sovereignty of the State in which the difference may have arisen. Should
no agreement on'said difference be reached through diplomatic channels,
within a reasonable period of time, the matter shall then be referred to
arbitration.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments
Cuba (1945)

V. No State has the right to intervene before another State in favour
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of its nationals, except through diplomatic channels, in a considered and
CDUrteous manner. In the event of a claim that the administrative
authorities of the State in which an alien is residing have prevented him
materially from exercising his rights before the courts of justice, or if it is
proved that these courts have denied him justice, the procedure for peace
ful setdement of international conflicts must be followed.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project 8. Fundamental rights of American Republics

4. No nation has a right to interfere in the internal or foreign affairs
of an American Republic against the will of that Republic. The sole
lawful intervention is friendly and conciliatory action without any
character of coercion.

Project No. 16. Diplomatic protection.
Article 1. The American Republics do not recognize in favour of

foreigners other obligations or responsibilities than those established for
their own nationals in their constitutions, their respective laws, and the
treaties in force.

Article 2. In accordance with the present convention, every American
Republic has the right to accord diplomatic protection to its native or
naturalized citizens.

The conditions under which an American Republic may grant
diplomatic protection depend entirely on its internal legislation.

Article 3. Every nation has the right to accord diplomatic protection
to its nationals in an American Republic in cases in which they do not
have legal recourse to the authorities of the country, or if it can be proved
that there has been denial of justice by the said authorities, undue delay,
or violation of the principles of international law.

Article 5. Every American Republic has the power to protect not only
its own nationals but those of other countries when the latter have en
trusted it with diplomatic representation or the supervision of their
interests in the country where the claim is made.

Article 6. The American Republic to which the diplomatic claim is
presented may decline to receive this claim when the person in whose
behalf it is made has interfered in internal or foreign political affairs
against the Government to which the claim is made. The republic may
also decline if the claimant has committed acts of hostility toward itself.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists
Leone Levi (1897)

80. No State can by its laws affect persons or property out of its own
country. Nevertheless the State has a right and also a duty to protect its

. , .
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subjects in foreign parts, and to see that the due and ordinary means of
redress are open to them in the courts of justice, both civil and crimi~al.

ARTICLE 9

RESPECT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE STATE BY OTHER STATES

An" State which has a rirht under i'lternational law is entitled to have
this right respected and protected b" all the other States, since rights and
duties are co"elative, and the right of one creates for the others the dut"
to r~spect i~.

A

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"This article should be deleted as being out of place in a Declaration

of the Rights and Duties of States."

India
"The words 'and protected' may be omitted, as it would be neither

possible nor desirable to throw the responsibility of protecting any other
State in the world on the rest of the States."

United Kingdom C
"Omitting the words 'and protected' the statement in this article is

virtually platitudinous. The words 'and protected' raise the question as
to what precisely is meant thereby."

Venezuela
"The duty of a State to respect the rights of other States flows from the

very existence of the law but the duty of jointly protecting such rights
implies a more advanced idea, one of action rather than of abstention, and
emerges more properly from international instruments of another kind
(United Nations Charter, regional pacts). The statement in such general
terms of. the right to protection might well go beyond what is now accept
able in international affairs."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 5. The fundamental rights of States are not susceptible of being

affected in any manner whatsoever. Al

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 7. Every American State has the duty to respect the rights h3

enjoyed by every other State in accordance with international law. dt
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2. Resollltions, dttclarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffirmation of Fundamental Principles of Intemational Law.
n. Respect by each State for. the personality, sovereignty and inde

pendence of every other State constitutes the basis of intemational order,
just as in the relations of individuals mutual respect constitutes the basis
of the democratic social order.

Act of Chapultepec (Mexico, 1945)
Declare: That every State has the right to the respect of its inclivid·

uality and independence, on the part of the other members of the inter·
national community.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
II. The rights which each State enjoys in accordance with inter

national law must be respected and protected by all other States, since
right and duty are correlative and each State has the duty to respect the
rights of all the other States.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
VII. A State to which a right has been granted by intemational law

may demand that this right be supported and protected by all other
States. The right and the duty are correlative, and upon all there rests
the obligation to respect the right of each and to perform the duties
devolving upon them.

The rights of each State are not dependent upon the power available
to. the State to enable it to exercise its rights, but depend on the mere
existence of such rights as provided for by intemationallaw. The funda
mental rights of the States cannot be affected in any way.

Ecuador (1947)
Article H. The rights enjoyed by each State, in accordance with inter

national law must be respected and protected by all the others; for rights
and duties are interdependent, and each State has the obligation to respect
the rights of all others.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1916)
V. Every nation entitled to a right by the law of nations is entitled to

have that right respected and protected by all other nations, for right and
duty are correlative, and the right of one is the duty of all to observe.

. ..
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5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Leone Levi (1897)
81. Every State is bound to respect the rights of other States, and to

fulfil its own obligations, whether moral or conventional, towards them.

Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)
545. Each State is bound to respect the international rights of die other

members of the international society and to exercise all its functions,
activities and rights in such a way as not to infringe upon the rights of
others.

AleJandro Alvllrez (1931)
Article 25. States must: (e) Respect th~ rights of every State, which

cannot be modified without the consent of the interested State.

Francesco Cosentini (1935)
76. Inviolability of fundamental rights. The fundamental rights of

States may not be infringed in any way.
78. Correlative rights and obligations. Every State which has a right

under the law of States has also the right to ha~'e it respected "and pro
tected by all other States, for rights and obligations are correlative, and
where one State has a right, all the others have the obligation to observe
it.

ARTICLE 10

LIMITATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE STATE

No other limit is set to the exercise of the rights of a State than the
exercise of the rights of other States, in accordance with internationallaw.
It is the duty of every State not to overstep this limit.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Denmark
"This provision seems to be superfluous and so ought to be deleted. A

limit to the rights of the State is set not alone by the rights of other
States, but also by the rights of its own nationals; cf. also item [article] 21."

Dominican Republic
"Articles 10 and 13, whose provisions are connected, and which deal

respectively with the limitation of the rights of the State and with the
authority of international law might be combined in one text."

Greece
"This article should be replaced by the following text: 'When a State

exercises the rights conferred on it by international law it should refrain
from the abusive exercise of such rights.'"

, "
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United Kingdom
"The idea expressed in article 10 seems to fall for consideration with

article 4 (see comments Oil article 4) and should, it is thought, form part
of the formulation of that proposition. The same remark applies to
article 13."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 3. The exercise of these rights has no other limitation than the

exercise of the rights of other States according to international law.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project n. States: existence, equality, recognition.

Article 5. The exercise of these rights is limited only by the exercise
of the rights of other States, by treaties, and by the principles of inter
national law.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)'
Article 1. The exercise of these rights has no other limits than respect

for the rights of other States, .in conformity with international law.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article IV. The rights of each State are limited by the rights of other

States.
States have duties toward one another.
All States likewise have duties toward the international community.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)
65. No limitation upon the enjoyment and exercise of the rational

rights of the State can exist except by virtue of a general treaty subscribed
and ratified by the State, or of a special treaty concluded and ratified by
two Stat~s, or of the constitutional law of both countries.

No limita'don of the said rights can be based on analogy or induction.

Henri La Fontair.e (1916)
Article 3. In the exercise of their rights, States may not do injury to

the rights of other State::.

I
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Francesco Cosentini (1935)

77. Limits of fundamental rights. The exercise of the fundarp.ental
rights of the State is only limited by the exercise of the rights of other
States and the provisions of this Code or of treaties.

ARTICLE 11

OBSERVANCE OF TREATIES AND SANCTITY
OF THE PLEDGED WORD

It is the duty of every State to fulfil, in good faith, ~he obligations
arising from public treaties, and to respect the sanctity _.~Ie pledged
word.

A. COMME.NTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"The texts of articles 11 and 12, which partly repeat each other, sbnuld

be combind to form a single article drafted as follows: 'States shall be
bound to ischarge their international obligations in good faith, and not
to plead their naticnal legislation as an excuse for failure to honour their
international obligations.' "

Mexico
"Clause 11 refers to the duty of every State to fulfil in good faith the

obligations arising from treaties and to respect the sanctity of the pledged
word. In this case, it would seem advisable to make provision for the
possibility of an unforeseen change in the circumstances determining an
international obligation, when such change occurs through no fault of
the party bound but prevents such party from carrying out the agreement.
In such a case it should be provided that good faith must be shown not
only by the party bound but also by the party benefiting under the
agreement."

United Kingdom
"Article 11 might deal with both obligations under treaties and

obligations under international law together. It is questionable whether
the adjective 'public' in front of 'treaties' is necessary or even desirable.
The authors of the draft may have, however, some reference to Article 102
of the Charter, with regard to the registration of treaties, in their minds."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Covenant of the League of Nativns (1919)
Preamble.

The High Contracting Parties, in order to promote international co
operation and to achieve international peace and security . • . by the
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maintenance of justice and a scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations
in the dealings of organized peoples with one another, agree to this
Covenant of the League of Nations.

Convention on Treaties (Havana, 1928)
Article 10. No State can relieve itself of the obligations of a treaty or

ruodify its stipulations except by" the agreement, secured through peaceful
means, of the other contracting parties.

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
rreamble.

We the peoples of the United Nations determined ... to establish
conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law can be main
tained....

Article 2 (2). All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the
rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good faith
the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the presllnt Charter.

The Bogota Charter (1948) ';}
Article 5. The American States reaffirm the following principles:
(c) Good faith shall govern the relations between States;
Article 14. Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute

standards for the development of peaceful relations among States. Inter
national treaties and agTeements should be public.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project IV. Treaties.

Article 10. No State can relieve itself of the obligations of a treaty nor
modify its stipulations except by the agreement, secured by peaceful
means, of the other contracting parties.

Declaration of Lima (1938)
5. Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute the

indispensab~~ mle for the development of peaceful relations between
States, and treaties can only be revised by agreement of the contracting
parties.

Declaration, Continental Solidarity in Observance of Treaties (Rio de
Janei'."O, 1942)
Whereas:
3. Respect for the pledged word in international treaties rests upon

incontestable juridical principles as well as on precepts of morality in
accordance with the maxim of canon law: Pacta sunt servanda;
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4. Such agreements, whether bilateral or multilateral, must not be
modified or nullified unilaterally, except as otherwise provided, as in the
case of "denunciation" clearly authorized by the parties.

Dl1clartts:
1. That should the Gover'nment of an American nation violate an

agreement or a treaty duly perfected by two or more American Republics
or should there be reason to believe that a violation which might disturb
the peace or solidarity of the Americas is being contemplated, any Ameri
can State may initiate the consultation contemplated in Resolution XVII
of Havana with the object of agreeing upon the measures to be taken.

Int~,-Ameiican Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffinnation of Fundamental Principles of International Law.
IV. Good faith, which is a sacred principle of international law, should

govern the relations of States. Mutual trust in the pledged word is an
essential condition of the peaceful co-operation of States. Treaty obliga
tions, freely and voluntarily entered into, must be faithfully observed.

Pan American Union Governing Board (1946)
V. Good faith, as an elementary requirement of law and equity,

should guide the relations of States among themselves and govern the
interpretation of their duties and the fulfilment of their obligations. Mu
tual confidence in the pledged word is indispensable for peaceful co-opera
tion among States.

VI. Treaties must be in the nature of open covenants and must be
faithfully observed.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Italy (1919)
7. No State can release itself from the obligations assumed, by entering

into any international treaty outside the scope hereof, except by the con
sent of all the parties concerned or by recourse to bodies competent to
solve disputes arising from such independent action.

Ecuador (1947)
Article V. Good faith, a fundamental principle of international law,

must govern relations between States. Mutual trust in the pledged word
is essential for peaceful co-operation between them. Treaties freely and
voluntarily concluded must be faithfully observed, without its being law
ful for parties to raise questions which may change their substance or
obstruct their legal execution; accordingly, Member States do not recog
nize as treaties those which have been concluded in violation of the
foregoing principles. Nevertheless, those treaties shall be examined and
revised which, by virtue of new circumstances, admit of changes tending
to improve or perfect relations between the High Contracting Parties.
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There shall be no secret treaties, agreements or understandings between
Member States.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Juridical Union ~ 1919)
Article V. States must, in particular:
«(; ) Scrupulously respect treaties.

American Institute of International Law (1925)

Project No. 21. Treaties.
Article 5. Treaties must be e.'tecuted in good faith and cannot be

modified e.'tcept by an amicable agreement ef the parties wplch have
signed them.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)

4. Treaties have the force of law between States. It is their strict duty
to respect them.

A treaty may only be annulled or modified with the consent of the
States concerned or in accordance with international law.

Harvard Research in International Law (1935)

Draft Convention on the Law of Treaties.
Article 20. Pacta sunt servanda. A State is bound to carry out in

good faith the obligations which it has assumed by a treaty (pacta sunt
scrvanda) .

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Pasquale Fiore (1890-1915)

547. The principal international duties of States are:
In addition, States have the general duty of performing honestly and

in good faith the obligations contracted by virtue of treaties, or express
or tacit agreements, or which arise out of any acts they may have under
taken in international society.

Henri La Fontaine (1916)

Article 17. Conventions freely concluded between States are binding
upon them as long as they are in force. They may be broken, except
through an express clause to the contrary, only by the consent of all the
signatories.

Albert de Lapradelle (1921)

Article 5. Respect for treaties freely entered into is exacted of States
as well as of individuals.

...
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Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 25. States must:
{d} Rigorously observe the rules of international law and the treaties

which they have signed.
No Power may withdraw from the engagements of a treaty or modify

the stipulations thereof except in agreement with the other contracting
party or parties.

ARTICLE 12

DISCHARGE OF INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS

It is the duty of every State to discharge, in good faith, its obligations
under international Jaw, and it may not plead limitations arising out of
its own Constitution or its laws as an excuse for failure to discharge this
duty.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
See comments on article 11.

Mexico
"The Government of Mexico is of the opinion that so long as the

codification of the international law is not an accomplished fact,. the
application of the noble principles enunciated in clauses 12, 13 and H
of the Panama draft (the value of which the Government of Mexico fully
recognizes) may give rise to serious clliIiculties owing to the variety of
opinions on institutions or principles of international law which are not
universally recognized. The Government of Mexico would Eke the United
Nations to endeavour to define the areas of international jurisdiction and
of exclusively domestic jurisdiction. Pending an acceptable solution of
this problem, the Government of Mexico suggests that, to avoid sacrificing
the noble ideas of clauses 12, 13 and 14, the relevant part of the draft
declaration should confine itself to stating explicitly that the sovereignty
of States shall be subject to such provisior1S of international law as are
embodied in the Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States."

United Kingdom
"The second part of article 12, relating to limitations ar.sing under its

law or constitution, is a correct proposition, but it is thought that it applies
to obligations under treaties as well as to obligations under international
law or Constitution, is a correct proposition, but it is thought that it applies
article 12."

Venezuela
"The principle, exact enough in general terms, that the Constitution and

laws of States cannot affect their international rights and duties, either as
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regards commission or omission, is difficult to apply in practice, since the
public authorities of States are bound by their national rules and cannot
disregard them without incurring political and constitutional responsibili
ties. There seems to be no positive way of applying the principle other
than the intervention of international justice annuIIing such national rules
and intervention of this kind.would threaten the autonomy of States.
Each State must be left free to choose the way in which it will discharge
its international obligations and, if it fails to do so, sanctions must be
applied in accordance with the general agreements. No general formula
of the kind proposed seems likely to be acceptable."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention on Treaties (Havana, 1928)
Article 11. Treaties shall continue in effect even though the internal

constitution of the contracting States has been modified. If the organiza
tion of the State should be changed in such a manner as to render impos
sible the execution of treaties, because of division of territory or other like
reasons, treaties shall be adapted to the new conditions.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adop~?d by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project I. Fundamental Bases of International Law.

Article 3. National laws shall not contain dispositions contrary to inter
national conventional law.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project No. 4. Fundamental Bases of International Law.

Article 4. National laws should not contain provisions contrary to
international law.

International Law of the Future (1944)
Principle 1. Each State has a legal duty to carry out in full good faith

its obligations under international law, and it may not invoke limitations
contained in its own constitution or laws as an excuse for a failure to
perform this duty.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists
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ARTICLE 13

AUTHORITY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

The sovereignty of the State is subject to the limitations of international
law, and it is the duty of every State to adjust its conduct to international
law in its relations with other States and with the community of States.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Dominican Republic
See comments on article 10.

Greece
"This text does not seem essential in a general proclamation such as the

Declaration of the Rights and Duties of States."

Mexico
See comments on article 12.

United Kingdom
See comments on article 10.

Venezuela
"The limitation of the sovereignty of the States by international law is

a result of the recent development of the latter, and is still affected by
the imprecision of international law at the present time. It would there
fore be desirable to delete the first phrase of this paragraph."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Covenant of the League of ~ations (1919)
Preamble.

The High Contracting Parties, in order to promote international co
operation and to achieve international peace and security by the accept
ance of obligations not to resort to war, by the prescription of open, just,
and honourable relations between nations, by the firm establishment of
the understandings of international law as the actual rule of conduct
among Governments, and by the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous
respect for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organized peoples with
one another, agree to this Covenant of the League of Nations.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 5. The American States reaffirm the following principles:
(a) International law is the standard of conduct of States in their

reciprocal relations.
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2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
non-governmental bodies

Declaration of American Principles (Lima, 1938)
4. Relations between States should be governed by the precepts of

international law.

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffirmation of Fundamental Principles of International Law.
1. It is a basic principle of international law that there are certain

general standards of conduct which take priority over the will of the
individual State....

No distinction is recognized between the moral laws as applied to in
dividual citizens and to nations. There is but one single standard of con
duct between nation and nation and between man and man. The de
velopment of international law should be marked by the gradual extension
to nations of the obligations recognized as binding between individual
citizens.

Hence no nation may claim to be exempt from the observance of the
moral law on the ground of political, economic or racial supremacy or of
a particular national culture which it believes to be inherently superior to
that of other States.

Declaration of Mexico (1945)
1. International law is the rule of conduct for all States.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)
, 1. Relations between States are governed by the same general prin
ciples of law and morality as relations between individuals.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
I. The competence of States is determined by international law. This

determination comprises not only the field and the limits of competence,
but also the modalities of an exercise of competence in so far as those
modalities affect other States or the international community.

Competence is to be estimated, in every case, in accordance with the
general or special conventions established by the rules of law which are
recognized by States; in accordance with international custom, accepted
as constituting law; (and) in accordance with the general principles of
law recognized by civilized nations. The application of these norms can
not be affected by the unilateral judgment of States, but is rather to be
effected by authorized international organs.

I
1
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In matters coming under their competence-both in relations involv
ing international law, and in matters of internal law-States possess com
plete independence, and supreme governmental and legislative" power.
The sanction of their exclusive activities is their own responsibility.

Discretionary competence on the part of States, however, is subject to
the action of the organs of the (international) community, when the in
tervention of these organs is indispensable for the maintenance of peace;
or for the regulation of activities among States, the free exercise of which
activities, owing to the emp'loyment of certain means or to the fact that
certain bounds are exceede'd, is not compatible with juridical order in
th~ co~unity.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 25. States must: ... (d) Rigorously observe the rules of in

ternational law anll the treaties which they have signed.

ARTICLE 14

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SCOPE
OF THE LAW OF NATIONS

International law is at once national and international. It is national
in the sense that it is the law of the country and that it is the duty of the
State to apply it as such in solving questions concerned with its prin
ciples; it is international in the sense that it is the law of the community
of States and that it is the duty of each State to apply it to all questions
which arise among the members of that community and which are con
cerned with its principles.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS.
Denmark

"Denmark accepts in principle this opinion. Danish courts of law and
other publi~ authorities are obliged to apply the principles and rules of
international law generally acknowledged when their application is at
issue. But, on the other hand, according to the Danish conception of
law, Danish authorities cannot apply more specific rules of international
law warranted by international treaties or other agreements till they have
been publicly announced in Denmark, by way of acts of law or in other
official ways, ~ legally binding."

Greece ,

"This article does not correspond with the practice of several States
and would be unlikely to be adopted. Moreover, it seems inadvisable to
include a text such as this among the principles of a Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States."
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India
"The Government of India cannot subscribe to the view that inter

national law is also national. They agree however that national law
should be in conformity with international law."

Mexico ''C.

See comments on article 12.

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project 1. Fundamental Bases of International Law.

Article 2. Positive international law forms part of the law of every
State, and as such shall be applied in cases appertaining thereto by the
national authorities in accordance with the prescriptions of the respective
political constitutions. .;
Resolution, Incorporation of International Law into Municipal Law

(Mexico, 1945)
1. To proclaim the need for all States to strive toward the incorpora

tion of the essential principles of international law into their constitu
tions and other municipal law.

2. To recommend that, in studying the reorganization of the inter
American system, the charter of the future organization of the American
Republics contain an article reiterating the above-mentioned proposal
and requiring that the appi'opriate permanent inter-American organiza
tion be informed as to its fulfilment.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1916)
VI. International law is at one and t."le same time both national and

international: national in the sense that it is the law of the land and ap
plicable as such to the decision of all questions involving its principles;
international in the sense that it is the law of the society of nations and
applicable as such to all questions between and among the members of
the society of nations involving its principles.

Ibid. (1925)
Project No. 4. Fundamental Bases of International Law.

Article 3. International law forms a part of the national law of every

..
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ARTICLE 15

PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

It is the duty of every State to settle its international disputes by peace.
ful means and in such a manner that neither peace and security nor justice
are iinperilll1'd.

92
country. In matters which pertain to it, it should therefore be applied T
by .the national authorities as the law of the land.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

India
"To make this article definite and precise it may be redrafted as

follows:
'It is the duty of every State to settle its international disputes by peace.

ful means.' ..

cl
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United Kingdom
"Articles 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20 deal with matters which, for Members

of the United Nations, are regulated by the Charter. It will be for the
International Law Conunission to consider whether, and to what extent,
propositions of this kind can be laid down as part of gellleral international
law applicable to non-member States."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Treaty of Perpetual Union, League, and Confederation (Panama, 1826)
Article 13. The principal objects of the general assembly of ministers

plenipotentiary of the confederated Powers are ... Third. To endeavour
to secure conciliation, or mediation, in all questions which may arise be·
tween the allied Powers, or between any of them and one or more Powers
foreign to the confederation, whenever threatened of a rupture, or en·
gaged in war because of grievances, serious injuries, or other complaints.

Article 16. The contracting parties solemnly obligate and bind them·
selves to amicably compromise between themselves all differences now In
existing or which may arise in the future, and in case no settlement can C<
be rer,rhed between the disagreeing· Powers the question shall be taken Tl
for settlement to the judgement of the assembly, whose decision shall not
be obligatory, however, unless said Powers shall have expressly agreed
tha.t it shall be. be

, ..
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Treaty on Compulsory Arbitration (Mexico, 1902)
Article 1st. The High Contracting Parties obligate themselves to sub

mit to the decision of arbitrators all controversies that exist, or may arise,
among them and which diplomacy cannot settle, provided that in the
exclusive judgment of any of the interested nations said controversies do
not affect either the independence or the national honour.

Article 2nd. Independence or national honour shall not be consid
ered as involved in controversies with regard to diplomatic privileges,
boundaries, rights of navigation, and validity, construction and enforce
ment of treaties.
Convention on Pecuniary Claims (Buenos Aires, 1910)

1st. The High Contracting Parties agree to submit to arbitration all
claims for pecuniary loss or damage which may be presented by their re
spective citizens and which cannot be amicably adjusted through dip!'.)
matic channels, when said claims are of sufficient importance to warrant
the expense of arbitration.

The decision shall be rendered in accordance with the principles of
international law.
Covenant of the League of Nations (1919, as amended subsequently)

Article 13. The Members of the League agree that whenever any dis
pute shall arise between them which they recognize to be suitable for sub
mission to arbitration or judicial settlement, and which cannot be satisfac
torily settled by diplomacy, they will submit the whole subject-matter to
arbitration or judicial settlement.

Disputes as to the interpretatiop of a treaty, as to any question of inter
national law, as to the existence of any fact which if established would
constitute a breach of an international obligation, or as to the extent and
nature of the reparation to 'be made for any such breach, are declared
among those which are generally suitable for submission to arbitration
or judicial settlement.

For the consideration of any such dispute, the court to which the case
is referred shall be the Permanent Court of International Justice, estab
lished in accordance with Article 14, or any tribunal agreed on by the
parties to the dispute or stipulated in any convention existing between
thL::..

The Members of the League agree that they will carry out in full good
faith any award or decision that may be rendered, and that they will not
resort to war against a Member of the League which complies therewith.
In the event of any failure to carry out such an award, or decision, the
Council shall propose what steps should be taken to give effect thereto.
Treaty. to Avoid or Prevent Conflicts between the American States

(Santiago, de Chile, 1923)
Article 1. All controversies which for any cause whatsoever may arise

between two or more of the High Contracting Parties and which it has
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been impossible to settle through diplomatic channels, or to submit to
arbitration in accordance with existing treaties, shall be submitted for
investigation and report to a commission to be established in the manner
provided for in article IV. The High ContractiI'g Parties undertake, in
case of disputes, not to begin mobilization or concentration of troops on
the frontier of the other Party, not to engage in any hostile acts or prep
arations for hostilities, from the time steps are taken to convene the Com
mission until the said commission has rend~red its report or until the ex
piration of the time provided for in article VII.

This provision si Lll not abrogate nor limit the obligations contained in
treaQes of arbitration in force between two or more of the High Con"
tracting Parties, nor the obligations arising out of them.

It is understood that in disputes arising between nations which have no
general treaties of arbitration, the investigation shall not take place in
questions affecting constitutional provisions, nor in questions already
settled by other treaties.
General Convention of Inter-American Conciliation (Washington, 1928)

Article 1. The High Contracting Parties agree to submit to the pro
cedure of conciliation established by this convention all controversies of
any kind which have arisen or may arise between them for any reason
and which it may not have been possible to settle through diplomatic
channels.
General Treaty of Inter-American Arbitration (Washington, 1928)

.Article I. The High Contracting Parties bind themselves to submit to
arbitration all differences of an international character which have arisen
or may arise between them by virtue of a claim of right made by one
against the other under treaty or otherwise, which it has not been pos
sible to adjust by diplomacy and which are juridical in their nature by
reason of being susceptible of decision by the application of the principles
of law.
Protocol of Progressive Arbitration (Washington, 1929)

Article 1. Any Party to the General Treaty of Inter-American Arbitra
tion signed at Washington the fifth day of January, 1929, may at any
time deposit with the Department of State of the United States of
America an appropriate instrument evidef'cing that it has abandoned in
whole or in part the exceptions from arbitration stipulated ·in the said
treaty or the l'eservation or reservations attached by it t..'lereto.
Conven:ion of Montevideo (1933)

Article 10. The primary interest of States is the conservation of peace.
Differences of any nature which arise between them should be settled by
recognized pacific methods.
Inter-American Treaty on Good Offices and Mediation (Buenos Aires,

1936)
Considering that, notwithstanding the pacts which have been con-I

L'k"~~~
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eluded between them, it is desirable to facilitate, even more, recourse to
peaceful methods for the solution of controversies:

Article 1. When a controversy arises between them, that cannot be
settled by the usual diplomatic means, the High Contracting Parties may
have recourse to the good offices or mediation of an eminent citizen of
any of the other American countri?s, preferably chosen from a general
list made up in accordance with the following article.
Charter of the United Na~ions (1945)

Article 2 (3). All Members shall settle their international disputes
by peaceful means in such a manner that international peace and
security, and justice, are not endangered.
Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio de Janeiro, 1947)

Article 2. As a consequence of the principle set forth in the preceding
article, the High Contracting Parties undertake to submit every contro
versy which may arise between them to methods of peaceful settlement
and to endeavour to settle any such controversy among t.~emselves by
means of the procedures in force in the Inter-American System before re
ferring it to the General Assembly or the Security Council of the United
Nations.
The Bogota Charter (1948)

Article 5. The American States reaffirm the following principles:
. . . (g) Controversies of an international char"-cter arising between two
or more American States shall be settled by peaceful procedures.

Article 20. All international disputes that arise among the American
States shall be submitted to the peaceful procedures set forth in this
Charter, before being referred to the Security Council of the United
Nations.

Article 21. The following are peaceful procedures: direct negotiation,
good.offices, mediation, investigation and conciliation, judicial settlement,
arbitration, and those which the parties to the dispute may especially
agree upon at any time.

Article 22. In the event that a dispute arises between two or more
American States which, in the opinion of one of them, cannot be settled
through the usual diplomatic channels, the Parties shall agree on some
other peaceful procedure that will enable them to reach a solution.

Article 2'3. A special treaty will establish adequate procedures for the
pacific settlement of disputes and will determine the procedures ap
propriate for each of the peaceful means, in such a manner that it will
not be possible for a dispute among American States to fail of definitive
settlement within a reasonable period.
Pact of Bogota (1948)

Article I: The High Contracting Parties, solemnly reaffirming tl1eir
commitments made in earlier international conventions and declarations,
as well as in the Charter of the United Nations, agree to refrain from the
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threat or the use of force, or from any other means of coercion for the
settlement of their controversies and to have recourse at all times to
pacific procedures. .

Article H. The High Contracting Parties recognize the obligation to
settle international conu-oversies by regional pacific procedures before
referring them to the Security Council of the United Nations.

Consequently, in the event that a controversy arises between two or
more signatory States which, in the opinion of the parties, cannot be
settled by direct negotiations through the usual diplomatic channels, the
parties bind themselves to use the procedures established in the present
Treaty, in the manner and under the conditions provided for in the fol.
lowing articles, Clr, alternatively, such special procedures as in their
opinion, will permit them to arrive at a solution.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Resolution on Arbitration (Rio de Janeiro, 1906)
Resolves: To ratify adherence to the. principle of arbitration; and to

the end that so high a purpose may be rendered practicable, to recom
mend to the nations represented at this Conference that instructions be
given to their delegates to the Second Conference to be held at The
Hague, to endeavour to secure by the said Assembly, of world-wide
character, the celebration of a General Arbitration Convention, so effec
tive and definite that, meriting the approval of the civilized world, it
shall be accepted and put in force by every nation.

Resolution; Consideration of the best means to give wider application to
the principle of the judicial or arbitral settlement of disputes that may
arise between the Republics of the American Continent (Santiago de
Chile, 1923)
2. Expres8es the hope that the nations may adopt the system of Con

ferences, such as that of Washington in 1922, and of committees of in·
vestigation for all matters of fact, before proceeding to an armed con
flict, as a means of establishing the nature of their controversies, to avoid
the influence of momentary passions, to verify facts, and to bring to the
controversy the light of international opinion, all of which may induce
the parties to submit their cases to arbitration when contemplated.

International Commission of American Jurists (1927)
Project :XU. Pacific Settlement of International Disputes.

Article 1. In case of serious disagreement or conflict which it has not
been possible to settle by wrect diplomatic negotiations the States shall
before entering upon any other procedure and providing that circum
stances permit, request the good offices or the mediation of one or more
friendly States.
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Article 5. Every controversy of fact, which for whatever cause, arises
between two or more States and which it has not been possible to adjust
through diplomatic channels, or to submit to arbitration in conformity with
existing treaties, shall be subjected to investigation and to the opinion
of a commission constituted in agreement with the terms of article 8.
None of the parties shall start mo.bilization or concentration of troops
on the frontier of the other nor undertake any hostile act or preparations
for hostilities from the moment that preparations for the meeting of the
commission are begun until the latter has given its opinion or until the
expiration of the term indicated in article 16.

Article 17. In the event of a serious question which endangers the
peace of nations anyone of the parties can have recourse to the Govern
ing board of the Pan American Union, which shall thereupon exercise
the functions of a council of conciliation.

Article 19. Arbitration has as its object the legal solution of conflicts
by means of judges chosen by the interested States.

Resolution on Aggression (Havana, 1928)

That there is no international controversy, however serious it may be,
which cannot be peacefully arranged if the parties desire in reality to
arrive at a pacific settlement;

Resolves: 2. The American States will employ all pacific means to
settle conflicts which may arise between them.

Resolution,' Arbitration and Conciliation Conference. (Havana, 1928)
The Sixth International Conference of American States resolves:

Whereas: The American Republics desire to contribute in every pos
sible manner to the development of international means for the pacific
settlement of conflicts between States:

1. That the American Republics adopt obligatory arbitration as the
means which they will employ for the pacific solution of their interna
tional differences of a juridical character.

Resolution on Good Offices and Mediation (Montevideo, 1933)
It shall never be deemed an unfriendly act for any State or States to

offer good offices or mediation to other States engaged in a controversy
threatening or rupturing their peaceful relations, to the end that such
differer..ces may be so composed as to avoid recourse to or to end measures
of force between the differing States. The afore-mentioned good offices
or mediation shall not be applicable when other methods of peaceful
solution emanating from treaties or agreements between the parties for
the peaceful settlement of international disputes shall have begun to
function.
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Declaration of Principles of Inter-American Solidarity and Co-operation
(Buenos Aires, 1936)
Any difference or dispute between the American nations, whatever its

nature or origin, shall be settled by the methods of conciliation, or unre·
stricted arbitration, or through operation of international justice.

Declaration on Improvement in the Procedure of' Consultation (Lima,
1938)
1. That the procedure of consultation, provided for in the conven·

tions and resolutions adopted by the Inter-American Conference for the
Maintenam,::e of Peace, may also be applied, on the initiative of one or
more Governments and with the previous agreement of the others, to
any economic, cultural or other question whi,ch, by reason of its im·
portance, justifies this procedure and in the examination or solution of
which the Ameriean States may have a common interest.

Declaration of Lima (1938)
Fourth. That in order to facilitate the consultations established in this

and other American peace instruments, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the American Republics, when deemed desirable and at the initiative
of anyone of them, will meet in their several capitals by rotation and
without protocolary character. Each Government may, under special
circumstances or for special reasons, designate a representative as a sub·
stitute for its Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Resolution on the Peaceful Solution of Conflicts (Havana, 1940)
To recommend to the Governing Board of the Pan American Union

that it organize, in the American capital deemed most 5uitable for the
purpose, a committee composed of representatives of five countries,
which shall have the duty of keeping constant vigilance to ensure that
States between which any dispute exists or may arise, of any nature what·
soever, may solve it as quickly as possible, and of suggesting, witllOut detri·
ment to the methods adopted by the parties or to the procedures which
they may agree upon, the measures and steps which may be conducive to
a settlement.

The Committee shall submit a report to each Meeting of the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs and to each International Conference of American
States regarding the status of such conflicts and the steps which may
have been taken to bring about a solution.

Declaration, Maintenance of Peace and Union among the American Re
publics (Havana, 1940)
Three: That they will also make every effort to settle in a friendly

manner and as soon as possible the differences which exist between them,
in order that their reciprocal confidence and their co-operation for con·
tinental defence against any foreign aggression may be further strength·
ened;
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Four: That they reaffirm their strong desire to avoid the use of force
in this continent as a means of solving differences between natio~s and,
therefore, to resort exclusively to juridical and pacific methods.

Resolution, Procedure on Consultation (Havana, 1940)
One: The Government which desires to initiate consultation in any

of the cases contemplated in the conventions, declarations and resolutions
of the Inter-American Conferences, and to propose a meeting of the Min
isters of Foreign Affairs or of their representatives, shall address the Gov
erning Board of the Pan American Union indicating the questions with
which it desires the consultation to deal, as well as the approximate date
on which the meeting should be held.

Declaration of Mexico (1945)
6. The mission of the American States is the preservation of peace and

the maintenance of the best possible relations with all States.
7. Conflicts between States are to be settled exclusively by peaceful

means.

Declaration, Inter-American Peace System (Mexico, 1945)
1. To reaffirm the principle of law that all international controversies

should be settled by peaceful means.

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
Reaffirmation of Fundamental PrinciIJles of International Law.

VI. All differences or disputes between States, whatever their nature
or origin, must be settled by peaceful procedures, in accordance with the
provisions of internatio.i.lal conventions, treaties and agreements, and on
the basis of established principles of international law.

When two or more States in controversy are unable to reach a peace
ful agreement, the good offices or the mediation of other States between
the parties are in order. These good offices or mediation are a friendly
act in the interest of law and justice.

When these or other measures fail, consultation should take place
among the States, 'with the object of formulating a collective recommen
dation or of seeking to renew friendly intervention.

Pan American Union, Governing Board (1946)

XII. All disputes that may arise between two or more American States,
whatever their nature or origin, must be settled exclusively by peaceful
procedure.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Brazil (1945)
IV. All international controversies, whatever their cause or nature,

must be resolved by pacific means.
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Ecuador (1947)
Article XI. Any controversy which may arise between two or more

States, whatever its nature or origin shall be settled exclusively by peace
ful means in order that neither peace nor justice nor international se·
curity may be endangered.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article V. States must, in particular:
((J) . Not have recourse to arms without having exhausted all peaceful

means for the settlement of disputes.

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project No. 27. Pacific Settlement.

Article 1. General peace should be maintained by means of good of
fices, mediation, commissions of inquiry and conciliation, friendly com
position, arbitration, and the judicial power.

Article 2. In case of serious disagreement the American Republics
shall have recourse, as far as circumstances allow, to the good offices or
mediation of one or more friendly nations.

Article 7. All controversies which for any cause whatsoever may arise
between two or more of the American Republics and which it has been
impossible to settle through .diplomatic channels, or to submit to arbitra
tion in accordance with existing treaties, shall be submitted for investiga
tion and report to a commission to be established in the manner provided
for in article 10. In case of dispute none of the parties shall begin moo
bilization or concentration of troops on the frontier of the other, nor en
gage in any hostile actor preparations for hostilities from the time steps
are taken to convene the commission until the said commission has ren·
dered its report, or until the expiration of the time provided for in ar
ticle 18.

Article 19. In case of a serious question endangering the peace of
any of the American Republics, resort may be had by one of the parties
to the Governing Board of the Pan Am<:t:k~n Union, which shall
thereupon exercise the functions of a council of conciliation.

The request shall be directed to the Director General of the Union,
who shall lay the request without delay before the chairman of the
Governing Board. The latter shall immediately call a meeting of the
Board to consider what recommendation must be adopted. The interested
republics shall refrain from all direct intercourse until the Governing
Board may have decided the nature and form of its recommendation.

Article 20. Any question which has not been resolved by any of the
methods stipulated in the present convention shall, at the request of all
the parties, be submitted to the Chief Executive of anyone of the Amer-
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ican Republics or to any person possessing the confidence of said parties.
The Chief Executive or person so selected shall assume the functions of
"friendly compositor" and render an award.

A special agreement of the parties shall state the terms of the question
and the procedure to be followed by them and by the friendly compositor.

Article 21. Intemational arbitration has for its object the settlement
of questions between States by judges of their own choice and on the basis
of respect for law.

Article 22. The arbitration convention may be concluded for ques
tiens already existing or for those which may arise.

It may embrace any question or only those of a certain class.
Article 23. The arbitration convention implies the duty to submit to

the award.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)
5. Every dispute between States which cannot be settled amicably

must be settled by jurisdictional means, whether conciliatory, arbitral or
contentious. All States must carry out in good faith the judgement given.

International Law of the Future (1944)
Principle 6. Each State has a legal duty to employ pacific means and

none but pacific means in seeking to settle its disputes with other States,
and failing settlement by ot!J.er pacific means to accept the settlement of
its disputes by the competent agency of the community of States.

5. StatemeT1ts by jurists and publicists

F. N. Keen (1922)
11. Peaceful settlement of disputes. If a State is party to any dis

pute (including a dispute as to existing rights, obligations, interests or
boundaries, or a disputed claim for the alteration of rights, obligations,
interests or boundaries, or a dispute of any other kind), and such dispute
is not settled by other means, the State shall, in conjunction with the
other disputant, submit the same to the decision of an impartial tribunal.
If the parties to the dispute do not agree upon a tribunal, and a per
manent tribunal appropriate for the particular type of dispute is pro
vided by the League of Nations, the submission shall be to that tribunal.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 15. No State may occupy any part of the territory of another

State for any reason whatsoever, even temporarily, except by virtue of a
title to do so.

In case of dispute, the question shall be inJ.mediately submitted to in
ternational justice.

Article 25. States must . . . (f) Resolve peacefully the conflicts which
ma} arise among them.

...
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ARTICLE 16

CONDEMNATION OF WAR AS AN INSTRUMENT OF
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLICY AND OF THE

THREAT OR USE OF FORCE

It is the duty of every State to refrain from the use of war of aggression
as an instrument of national or international policy, and from resorting
to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity and political
independence of another State, or for the recovery of public debts from
another State, or in any other form which is inconsistent with infer.
national order.

A. COMMENT~ AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Denmark
"It is proposed to delete the words: 'as an instrument of national or

international policy,' as these words seem to be superfluous and apt to ef.
face the rule."

Greece
"This article should be replaced by the following text: 'States shall be

bound to refrain from the use of force in their relations with other States.'
This drafting seems simpler and at the same time covers all the cas~

mentioned in article 16 of the draft."

Mexico
"It is suggested that in addition to the reference to international order

(which is inviolable), clause 16 should contain a reference to the con
cepts of international justice or law."

Turkey
"In the opinion of the Turkish Government, it is advisable to give fur.

ther consideration to article 16 of the draft Declaration. This article,
after having stated, in general terms, that 'it is the duty of every State to
refrain from resorting to the threat or use of force against the territorial
integrity and political independence of another State,' adds 'or for the re
covery of public debts from another State'. By this last phrase, the draft
declaration acknowledges without reserve the Drago Doctrine, as is set
forth in the explanatory note by His Excellency Dr. Ricardo J. Alfaro

. (document A/285, pages 2,2 and 23). But according to generally ac
cepted principles of international law, and particularly according to ar·
ticle 1, paragraph 2, of the Convention II signed at The Hague in 1907,
the Drago Doctrine 'is not applicable when the debtor State refuses or
neglects to reply to an offer of arbitration, or after accepting the offer,
prevents any compromise from being agreed upon, or, after arbitration,
fails to submit to the award'.
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"On the other hand, article 19 of the draft declaration provides ex
pressly for coercive action by the community of States agll ~ :'~t another
State. It seems that one of the cases when tk·, collective coercive action
should be taken is pr' isely the case of a debtor State refusing to pay its
public debts in the circumstances envisaged in. article 1, paragraph 2, of
the Convention II signed at T!J.e Hagt e.

"It is therefore desirable that the type and conditions of the coercive
action to be taken against a refractory debtor State, in the above-men
tioned circumstances, be defined more clearly and in a more detailed
manner in the Declaration."

United Kingdom
See comments on article 15.

Venezuela
"It has not so far been possible to find an acceptable definition of ag

gression; hence the inclusion of this term in the prohibition of war might
give rise to considerable difficulties. Moreover, the very welcome inclu
sion of the Drago Doctrine in its original form, limited to public debts,
seems inadequate. The prohibition of the recovery by force of con
tractual debts is more far-reaching and has wider implications in con
temporary law."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Treaty of Perpetua.l Union,-League, and Confederation between the Re
publics of Colombia, Central America, Peru, and the United Mexican
States (Panama, 1826)
Article 17. Whatever complaints for injuries, serious damage, or other

grounds there be that one of the contracting parties can bring against
another or others, neither of them shall declare war, nor order acts of
reprisal against the Republic believed to be the offender without first
submitting its case, supported by the necessary documents and proofs,
with a detailed relation of the acts complained of to the conciliatory de
cision of the general assembly.

Treaty for the Renunciation of War (Kellogg-Briand Pact, Paris, 1928)
Article 1. The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare, in the names

of their respective peoples, that they condemn recourse to war for the
solution of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument
of natilJnal policy in their relations with one another.

Anti-War Treaty of Non-Aggression and Conciliation (Rio de Janeiro,
1933)
Article 1. The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare that they

condemn wars of aggression in their mutual relations or in those with
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other States, and that the settlement of disputes or controversies of any
kind that may arise among them shall be effected only by the pacific
means which have the sanction of international law. .

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 2 (4). All Members shall refrain in their international rela

tions from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any State, or iu any other manner inconsistent
with the Purposes of the United Nations.

Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio de Janeiro, 1947)
Article 1. The High Contracting Parties fonnally condemn war and

undertake in their international relations not to resort to the threat or
the use of f~rce in any manner inconsistent with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations or of this Treaty.

Article 9. In addition to other acts which the Organ of Consultation
may characterize as aggression, the following shall be considered as such:

(a) Unprovoked armed attack by a State against the territory, the
people, or the land, sea or air forces of another State.

(b) Invasion, by the armed forces of a State, of the territory of an
American State, through the trespassing of boundaries demarcated in
accordance with a treaty, judicial decision, or arbitral awam, or, in the
absence of frontiers thus demarcated, invasion affecting a region which
is under the effective jurisdiction of another State.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 5. The American States reaffinn the following principles:

(e ) the American States condenm war of aggression: victory does not
give rights.

Article 18. The American States bind themselves in their international
relations not to have recourse to the use of force, save in the case of self
defence in accordance with existing treaties or in fulfilment thereof.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by inter
governmental bodies

Resolution on Aggression (Havana, 1928)
Considering:
That the American nations should always be inspired in solid co-opera

tion for justice and the general good:
That nothing is so opposed to this co-operation as the use of violence:
That there is no international controversy, however serious it may be,

which cannot be peacefully arranged if the parties desire in reality to
arrive at a pacific settlement:

That war of aggression constitutes an international crime against the
human species:
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Resolves:
1. All aggression is considered illicit and as such is declared pro

hibited.

Declaration of American Principles (Lima, 1938)
To proclaim, support and recommend, once again, the following prin

ciples, as essential to the ~chievement of the aforesaid objectives:
3. The use of force as an instrument of national or international policy

is proscribed.

Atlantic Charter (1941)
Eighth, they believe that all the nations of the world, for realistic as

well 'IS spiritual reasons, must come to the abandonment of the use of
force. Since no future peace can be maintained if land, sea or air
armaments continue to be employed by nations which threaten, or may
threaten, aggression outside of their frontiers, they believe, pending the
establishment of a wider and permanent system of general security, that
the disarmament of such nations is essential. They will likewise aid and
encourage all other practicable measures which will lighten for peace
loving peoples the crushing burden of armaments.

Inter-American Juridical Committee (1942)
V. The use of force between States is repudiated and outlawed; and

no State may take the law into its own h~ .ds or seek to enforce its claims
by violence.

War as an instrument of national poliCt must be condemned.

Declaration of Mexico (1945)
8. War of aggression in any of its forms is outlawed.
9. An aggression against an American State constitutes an aggression

against all American States.

Pan American Union, Governins hoard (1946)
X. The use of armed force is repudiated and outlawed.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Italy (1919)
2. Every action or attempted action constituting a curtailment of or

menace to the political independence or territorial integrity of a State
contradicts the principles by which international solidarity can alone be
assured.

Cuba (1945)
VIII. The nations belonging to the Organization condemn war as

an instrument of international at;tion.

Brazil (1945)
Ill. Once again, the American States condemn wars of aggression
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and repudiate the use of force in international relations, except in the
exercise of legitimate defence, duly proven, or by virtue of collective ac
tion determined by the competent organ of the international community.

Ecuador (1947)

Article IX. It is illicit and unlawful to employ force between States,
and no State may take justice into its own hands, nor impose its demands
by violence. War is prohibited as an instrument of national policy. Ar
cordingly, conquests, occupations or territorial transfers effected by force
or other means of effective compulsion are not valid nor shall they be
recognized as lawful in any degree. Similarly, agreements or treaties
concluded undeI' duress or other forms of coercion shaH not be consid
ered as binding between the parties nor in relation to third parties.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Seventh Universal Peace Congress (1896)
Article 3. No State can of right declare war against another State.
Article 6. No right of conquest exists.

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article V. States must, in particular:
(e) Not have recourse to amIS wii:hout having exhausted all peaceful

means for the settlement of disputes.
(I) Unite their efforts to anticipate, prevent, and, eventually put an

end to wars.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)

6. No State has the right to be judge in its own case. All armed ag
gression is a crime. The culprits shall be prosecuted in conformity with
the law of nations.

International Law of the Future (1944)

Principle 7. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from any use of
force ~md from any threat to use force in its relations with another State,
except as authorized by the competent agency of the community of States;
but subject to immediate reference to and approval by the competent
agency of the community of States, a State may oppose by force an un
authorized use of force made against it by another State.

5.. Statements by jurists and publicists

Henri La Fontaine (1916)

Article 24. The States shall not have recourse to force as a means of
sanction, coercion or defence before having exhausted all moral, political
and economic means of constraint.
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Albert de Lapradelle (1921)
Article 4. Except for the purpose of legitimate defence, no State hlll'

the right to resort to arms before it has exhausted all other means of ob
taining recognition of and respect for its rights. Within a society of
States, war cannot be sanctioned save by the will of a people for separa
tion, internally, or by the decision of international justice externally.

F. N. Keen (1923)
1. No aggre.~sive war. No State shall make aggressive war upon an

other State, or use or threaten to use anned force against another State,
except in self-defence or in performance of a common duty of all States
to co-operate for the purpos~ of restraining any breach of the peace of
the world, or for the purpose of ensuring compliance with international
laws, conventions or obligations.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
XII. The international community rests upon the solidarity of States,

and upon justice in their relations. Its necessary condition is peace.
Vigilance in the realization of peace is a function of the organized com
munity of States. The intervention of the community is obligatory in all
cases involving grave danger to pacific relations among States. AIl
political or juridical points of difference or cases of conflict, which disturb
harmony or peace of nations, shall be adjusted or decided by conciliatory
proceedings or by international jurisdictions. The exceptional circum
stance of exclusive competence cannot be invoked for the purpose of
impeding the pacificatory action o{ international organs.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 21. No State may be both judge and party in its own case.
No State may take the law into its own hands.
Aside from cases involving the right of legitimate defence, no State

may unilaterally undertake coercive measures against ..nother State, even
to compel the latter to fulfil its obligations.

ARTICLE 17

RIGHT OF ~GITIMATEDEFENCE

Every State has the inherent right of individual or collective legitimate
defence, and in the exercise of this right, it ma,,, use f07ce to counter the
unauthorized use of force by another State, provided that it shall imme
diately advise the competent organ of the community of States.

A COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Denmark·
"According to Danish opinion a statement of the limitations of the

right of self-defence and its distinction from the traditional unlimited
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defensive war is needed. The following addition is proposed: 'The
e.'tcrcise of the right of sdf-defence presupposes that an attack by some
other State is imminent or has already been commenced, and it must not
be used to any further extent than necessary to repel such an attack. To
protect any rights which one State may have in the territory of another
State, the right of self-defence must not be exercised to any greater extent
than is general1y permitted by the national law of the latter State.' "

Greece
"It should be sufficient to proclaim the right of legitimate defence

without further explanations or details of its implementation."

United Kingdom
See comments on Article 15.

B. TREATIES, GONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

The Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 51. Nothing in the present Charter shal1 impair the inherent

right of individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs
against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has
taken the measures necessary to maintain international peace and security.
Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence
shal1 be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any
way affect the authority and responsibility of the Security Council under
the present Charter to take at any time such action as it deems necessary
in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.

The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal .Assistance (Rio de Janeiro,
1947)

Article 3. 1. The High Contracting Parties agree that an armed
attack by any State against an American State shal1 be considered as an
attack against all the American States and, consequently, each one of the
said Contracting Parties lmdertakes to assist in meeting the attack in the
exercise of the inherent rights of individual or collective self-defence
recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations.

2. On the request of the State or States directly attacked and until
the decision of the Organ of Consultation of the Inter-American System,
each one of the -Contracting Parties may determine the immediate mea
sures which it may individual1y take in fulfilment of the obligation con
tained in the preceding paragraph and in accordance with the principle
of continental solidarity. The Organ of Consultation shall meet without
delay f01: the purpose of examining those measures and agreeing upon
the measures of a collective character that should be taken.
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3. The provisions of this article shall be applied in case of any armed
attack which takes place wit..1Un the region described in article 4 or within
the territory of an American State. When the attack takes place outside
of the said areas, the provisions of article 6 shall be applied.

4. Measures of self-defence provided for under this article may be
taken until the Security Council of the United Nations has taken the
measures necessary to maintain international peace and security.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Artcle 25. If the inviolability or the integrity of the territory or the

sovereignty or political independence of any American State should be
affected by an armed attack or by an act of aggression that is not an
anl1ed attack, or by an extra-continental conflict, or by a conflict be
tween two or more American States, or by any other fact or situation
that might endanger the peace of America, the American States, in
furtherance of the principles of continental solidarity or collective self
defence, shall apply the measures and procedures established in the
special treaties on the subject.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
XI. The measnres taken by the Inter-American System or by the

U:ited Nations for the maintenance of peace and security in accordance
with international agreements, and the measures which any State may
take in th~ exercise of the ~erent right of self-defence against armed
attack, do not constitute a violation of principles set forth in articles VIII,
IX, and X of the present declaration.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Ecuador (1947)
Article X. The measures prescribed herein, or in the Charter of the

United Nations, for the maintenance of peace and security, in accordance
with international conventions, and those which any State may adopt in
the exercise of the inherent right of legitimate defence in case of armed
attack, do not constitute a violation of the principles enumerated in this
Charter.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Seventh Universal Peace Congress (1896)
Article 7. Every nation has the right of legitimate self-defence.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (1928)
7. A State victim of an armed aggression has the right of legitimate

defence and the community of States is obliged to lend it its support. A
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Albert de Lapradelle (1921)

Article 4. Except for the purpose of legitimate defence, no State has
the right to resort to arms before it has exhausted all ether means 1)f p
obtaining recognition of and r~spect for its rights. Within a society of to
States, war cannot be sanctioned save by the will of a people for separa
tion, internally, or by the decision of international justice, externally.
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State is also entitled to that support in the case of disregard or violation
of an acknowledged right.

International Law of the Future (1944)

Principle 7. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from any use of
force and from any threat to use force in its relations with another State,
except as authorized by the competent agency of the commumty oi
States; but subject to immediate reierence to and approval by the com·
petent agency of the community of States, a State may oppose by force an
unauthorized use of force made against it by another State.

5, Statements by jurists and publicists

Henri La Fontaine (1916)

Article 23. A State which is attacked, outside of the conditions con·
ventionally and collectively established by the States, has a right of legiti
mate defence. The other States are obliged to participate in this defence
and to make it efficacious.

F. N. Keen (1923)

I. No State shall make aggressive war upon another State, or use or
threaten to use armed force against another State, except in self-defence
or in performance of a common duty of all States to co-operatp- for the
purpose of restraining any breach of the peace of the wOIld, or for the
purpose of ensuring compliance with hltemational laws, conventions or
obligations.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)

V. The conservation of the State is a purpose justifying re.'1!.lItanCf' in
self·defeDl:e. But no right of action exists, on the ground of necessity,
against the right of another State.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)

Article 21. No State may be both judge and party in its own case.
No State may take the Jaw into its own hands.
Aside from cases invol\ing the right of legitimate defence, no State

may unilaterally undertake coercive measures against another State, even
to compel the latter to fulfil its obligations.
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ARTICLE 18

NON-RECOGNITION OF TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS
OBTAINED BY FORCE

It is the dut" of every State to refrain from recognIZIng territorial
acquisitions obtained through force or the threat of forcR.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Mexico
"The Government of Mexico proposes adding the principle that

territorial acquisitions effected by means incompatible with international
law or justice shall also not be recognized."

India
"The Government of India agree to the principle underlying this article

but desire to point out the practical difficulties, e.g., a territory may be
acquired by a State and be under its administration for a very long time.
In such a ~e it would not be possible or practical to refuse recognition."

United Kingdom
"In this connexion His Majesty's Government consider that the

primary question here is that of the duty of the international community
to prevent acquisitions by illegal force, or restore any so obtained. To the
extent that the (:{lmmunity of nations do not fulfil this function, it u more
than questionable whether any purpose is served by a barren duty of non
recognition. In the past, in the absence of any common actioJ'l by the
community to prevent or restore such acquisitions, international law haS
proceeded on the basis of recognizing established situations even though
brought about by illegal force, and acquisitive and extinctive prescription
form, it is thought, part of existing international law. Mere non-recog
nitiem, when the community of States does not fulfil the function of
preventing or restoring acquisitions by illegal force, has not appeared to
serve any useful purpose but has, instead, tended to create innumerable
legal fictions, under which at times States have acted in a manner really
inconsistent with any other basis than that of recognition of the acqui
sition, whereas at the same time they purport not to have done so."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLIlRATIONS AND STA'mMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Anti-War Treat" of No.Aggression and COllciliation (Rio de Janeiro,
1933)

Article 2. They declare that as between the High Contracting Parties
territorial questions must not be settled by violence, and that they will not
recognize any territorial arrangement which is not obt:iined by pacific
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means, nor the validity of the occupation or acquisition of territories that
may be brought about by force of arms.

Convention of Montevideo (1933)
Article 11. The contracting States definitely establish as the rule of

their conduct the precise obligation not to recognize territorial acquisitions
or special advantages which have been obtained by force whether this
consists in the employment of arms, in threatening diplomatic representa.
tions, or in any other effective coercive measure. The territory of a State
is inviolable and may not be the object of military occupation nor of
other measure! of force imposed by another State directly or indirectly
or for any motive whatever even temporarily.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 17. The territory of a State is inviolable; it may not be thll

object, evell temporarily, of military occupation or of other measures of
force taken by another State, directly or indirectly, on any grounds
whatever. No territorial acquisitions or special advantages obtained either
by force or by other means of coercion shall be recognized.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Recommendation, The Right of Conquest (Washington, 1890)
First. That the principle of conquest shall not, during the continuance

of the treaty of arbitration, be recognized as admissible under American
public law.

Second. That all cessions of territory made during the continuance
of the treaty of arbitration shalll::e void if made under threats of war or in
the presence of an armed force.

Inter-American Declaration of 3 August 1932
... The American nations further declare that they will not recognize

any territorial arrangement of this control ~rsy (Chaco dispute) which
has not been obtained by peaceful means nor the validity of territorial
acquisitions which may be obtained through occupation or conquest by
force of arms.

Declaration of Principles of Inter-American Solidarit'J and Co-operation
(Buenos Aires, 1936)
Declares:
That the following principles are accepted by the American community

of nations:
Proscription of territorial conquest and that, in consequence, no

acquisition made through violence shall be recognized.

Atlantic Charter (1941)
Second, they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord

with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned.

. ..
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In:er-Amerk·, Juridical Committee (1942)
Hence, no territorial conquest, occupation or transfer of territory

brought about by force or by other methods of effective coercion, shall
be valid or be recognized as having any degree of legality whatever.

Declaration of Mexico (1945)
The American community maintains the following essential principles

as gnverning the relations among the States composing it:
4. The territory of the American States is inviolable and also im

mutable, except when changes are made by peaceful agreement.
5. The American States do not recognize the validity of territorial

conquests.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)
IX. The territory of a State is inviolabie and may not be the object

of military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another
State directly or indirectly for whatever motive, even temporarily. No
territorial acquisitions or special advantages obtained by force or other
means of coercion shall be recognized.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Ecuador (1947)
Article VI. It is the duty of States to guarantee the political existence

of each and all of them and to withhold recognition of new States which
attempt to constitute themselves on the basis of the dismemberment of
existing States.

Article IX. It is illicit and unlawful to employ force between States,
and no State may take justice into its own hands, nor impose its demands
by violence. War is prohibited as an instrument of national policy.
Accordingly, conquests, occupations or territorial transfers effected by
force or other means of el'Iective compulsion are not valid nor shall they
be recognized as lawful in any degree. Similarly, agreements or treaties
concluded under duress or other forms of coercion shall not be considered
as binding between the parties nor ir relation to tbird parties.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Seventh Universal Peace Congress (1896)
Article 6. No right of conquest exists.

American Institute of International Law (1~25)

Project No. 8. Fundamental rights of American Republics.
2. No American Republic can cede any part whatever of its territory

to a non-American nation, even if it consents to do GO.

3. No nation shall hereafter, for any reason whatsoever, directly or
indirectly, occupy even temporarily any portion of the territory of an
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American Republic in order to exercise sovereignty therein, even with
the consent of the said Republic.

Project No. 30. Conquest.
The American Republics . . . animated by the desire of preserving the

peace and prosperity of the continent, for which it is indispensable that
their mutual relations be based upon principles of justice and upon
respect for law, solemnly declare as a fundamental concept of American
international law tJl.lt, without criticizing territorial acquisitions effected
in the past, and without reference to existing controversies:

In the future {~lIitorial acquisitions obtained by means of war or under
the menace'of war or in presence of an armed force, to the detriment of
any American Republic, shall not be lawful; and that

Consequently territorial acquisitions effected in the future by these
means cannot be invoked as conferring title; and that

Those obtained in the future by such means shall be considered null
in fact and in law.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

David Dudley Field (1872)
48. Conquest includes any mode of obtaining possession of territory

against the will of the Power by which it was previously occupied.
Acquisition by conquest becomes complete by the continuance of

peaceful possession.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
lIt States are obliged to withhold their recognition of territorial

acquisitions effected by means of war, under threat of war, or in the
presence of an armed force.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)
Article 14. No territory may be acquired except by peaceful means.
Territorial acquisitions or special advantages which have been obtained

by force, whether this consists in the employment of arms, in threatening
diplomatic representations, or in any other effective measures of coercion,
shall not be recognized.

ARTICLE 19

CO-OPERATION IN THE PREVENTION OF ACTS OF FORCE

It is the duty of every State to afford the community of States every
kind of assistance in whatever action that community undertakes, and it
should abstain from rendering assistance to any State against which the
community is conducting preventive or coercive action. f
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A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Dominican Republic
"Articles 19 and 20 which refer to co-operation among States and have

the same objective might be combined in one text."

Greece
"Articles 19 and 20 ought not to appear in the proposed declaration,

since the obligations in question are established by partic.ular inter
national law (Charter of the United Nations) and not by general
international law. The Greek Government thinks it inadvisable to include
in the declaration principles which are laid down solely by particular inter
national law, but are not recognized by general international law. In its
opinion, a proclamation of such general scope as the declaration in
question should be confined to principles which can be based on general
international law or on generally accepted postulates."

Turkey
See comments on article 16.

United Kingdom
See comments on article 15.

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Convention for the .Maintenance, Preservation and Re-establishment of
Peace. (Buenos Aires, 1936)
Article I. In the event that the peace of the American Republics is

menaced, and in order to co-ordinate efforts to prevent war, any of the
Governments of the American RepUbliCS signatory to the Treaty of Paris
'of 1928 or to the Treaty of Non-Aggression and Conciliation of 1933, or
to both, whether or not a member of other peace organizations, shall
consult with the other Governments of the American Republics, which,
in such event, shall consult together for the purpose of finding and adopt
ing methods of peaceful co-operation.

Article n. In the event of war, or a virtual state of war between
American States, the Governments of the American Republics represented
at this Conference shall -•.mdertake without delay the necessary mutual
consultations, in order to exchange views and to seek, within the obliga
tions resulting from the pacts above mentioned and from the standards
of international morality, a method of peaceful collaboration; and, in
the event of an international war outside America which might menace
the peace of the American Republics, such consultation shall also take
place to determine the proper time and manner in which the signatory
States, if they so desire, may eventually co-operate in some action tending
to preserve the peace of the American continent.
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Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio de Janeiro, 1947)
Article 3. (1) The High Contracting Parties agree that an lll'qled

attack by any State against an American State shall be considercd as an
attack against all the American States and, consequently, each one of
the said Contracting Parties undertakes to assist in meeting the attack in
the exercise of the inherent right of individual or collective self-defence
recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations. '

(2) On the request of the State or States directly attacked and until
the decision of the Organ of Consultation of the Inter-American System,
each onc of the Contracting Parties may determine the immediate
measures which it may individually take in fulfilment of the obligation
contained in the preceding paragraph and in accordance with the prin
ciple of continental solidarity. The Organ of Consultation shall meet
without delay for the purpose of examining those measures and agreeing
upon the measures of a collective character that should be taken.

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 2. (5) All Members shall give the United Nations every assist

ance in any action it takes in accordance with the present Charter, and
shall refrain from giving assistance to any State against which the United
Nations is taking preventive or enforcement action.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 5. The American States reaffirm the following principles:
{f) An act of aggression against one American State is an act of

aggression against all the other American States;
Article 24. Every act of aggression by a State against the territorial

integrity or the inviolability or against the sovereignty or political
independence of an American State shall be considered an act of aggres
sion against the other American States.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Declaration of Principles of Inter-American Solidarity an.d Co-operation
(Buenos Aires, 1936)
(1) That the American Nations, true to their republican institutions,

proclaim their absolute juridical liberty, their unqualified respect for their
respective sovereignties and the existence of a common democracy
throughout America.

(2) That every act susceptible of disturbing the peace of America
affects each and every one of them, and justifies the initiation of the
procedure of consultation provided for in the Convention for the Mainten
ance, Preservation and Re-establishment of Peace, signed at this, Con-
ference.••.
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Declaration of American Principles (Lima, 1938)

(6) Peaceful collaboration between representatives of the various
States and the development of intellectual interchanze among their
peoples is conducive to an understanding by each of the problems of the
other as well as of problems common to all, and makes more readily
possible the peaceful adjustment of international controversies.

(3) International co-operation is a necessary condition to the mainte
nance of the afore-mentioned principles.

The Second Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the American
Republics (Havana, 1940)

Resolution XV.

Declares: That any attempt on the part of a non-American State
against the integrity or inviolability of the territory, the sovereignty or the
political independence of an American State shall be considered as an
act of aggression against the States which sign this declaration.

In case acts of aggression are committed or should there be reason to
believe that an act of aggression is being prepared by a non-American
nation against the integrity or inviolability of the territory, the sovereignty
or the political independence of an American nation, the nations signatory
to the present declaration will consult among themselves in order to agree
upon the measures it may be advisable to take.

All the signatory nations, or two or more of them, according to circum
stances, shall proceed to negotiate the necessary complementary agree
ments so as to organize co-operation for the defence and the assistance that
they shall lend each other in the event of aggressions such as those referred
to in this declaration.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Brazil (1945)

V. The American States are firmly resolved to keep themselves united
as a bloc against any extra-continental aggression, and they still consider
as a wrong committed against themselves any aggression against anyone
of them; they are therefore determined to participate in the defence of
the sister nation attacked, in the way anet under the conditions that may
be agreed upon among them all.

VI. However, if the aggression against an American State should
come from another American State, the other States should, through
procedures of consultation, reach an immediate agreement in order to
examine the circumstances of the case and lend proper help to the victim
of the aggression.
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4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Juridical Union (1919)
Article V. (I) Unite their efforts to anticipate, prevent, and, even

tually put an end to wars.

international Law of th4.Future (1944)
Principle 8. Each state has a legal duty to take, in co-operation with

other States, such measures as may be prescribed by the competent
agency of the community of States for preventing or suppressing a use
of fo~e by ~y State in its relations with another State.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Alejandro Alvarez (19:U)
Article 25. States must: ... (h) Unite their effortll to anticipate,

prevent, and eventually put an end to wars.

ARTICLE 20

CO-OPERATION IN THE PURSUIT OF THE AIMS
OF THE COMMUNITY OF STATES

It is the duty of every State to take, in co-operation with other States,
the measures prescribed by the competent organs of the community of
States in order to prevent or put down the use of force by a State in its
relations with another State, or in the general interest.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERN?rIENTS

Dominican Republic
See comments on article 19.

Greece
See comments on article 19.

United Kingdom
See comments on article 15.

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)

XIX. The American States, aware of the evident efficacy of the
friendly interchange of views, especially through the procedure of con-
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sultation, may bring for the consideration of the American Governments
any proposal or situation in the examination or solution of which the said
States have a common interest.

XX. The American States reiterate their adherence to the policy of
the "Good Neighbour," which expresses an aspiration that is common to
all the American nations; and consider that this policy is a standard which
should govern their common relations.

XXI. The American States, fully cognizant of the geographic and
historical factors to which the Pan American movement owes its origin,
reaffirm their faith in the principle of continental solidarity and proclaim
their unswerving loyalty to the Inter-American System; and, in conse
quence, they will fulfil in good faith all their obligations as members of
that System.

XXII. The American States, in renewing their intention to strengthen
continental solidarity, also proclaim their determination to conduct them
selves as members of the world community; and, in consequence, they
will fulfil in good faith all their obligations as members of the world
organization.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Cuba (1945)
IX. The nations belonging to the Organization proclaim the need for

accepting the decisions of the latter through the acceptance of the agree
ments of the majority, the unqualified respect for the individual national
sovereignties, and the solidarity among all peoples of the world, and
affirm their decision to maintain and defend these principles against any
foreigp intervention or activity which might endanger them.

X. Every 8tate has the duty to employ all the spiritual and material
means at its disposal in order to maintain and strengthen peace, harmony,
and trade among all the nations of the world, as indispensable requisites
for the effective discharge of the duty which rests upon them in the
universal historic process of civilization and culture.

Ecuador (1947)
Article XV. Economic co-operation is the duty of each State with the

object of promoting the common prosperity of all peoples and of avoid
ing distress, poverty, malnutrition or ill-health, which, in affecting one
of them, affects them all.

Article XVIII. The States pledge themselves to observe the "Good
Neighbour" policy in their mutual relations.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

Internafional Juridical Union (1919)
Article V. (g) Participate in the creation, functioning, and development

of all international services.
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Int6mational Law of the Futur6 (1944)
Principle 5. Each State has a legal duty to co-operate with other

States in establishing and maintaining agencies of the communitY of
States for dealing with matters of concern to the community, and to col
laborate in the work of such agencies.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

F. N. K6en (1923)
VI. Preservation of Peace and Enforcement of International Obliga

tions. Every State shall do all things within its power which are necessary
to giye effect to a requisition (issued by a tribunal or authority having
jurisdiction to issue the same) requiring all States to co-operate for the
purpose of restraining any breach of the peace of the world or fo!' the
purpose of ensuring compliance with international laws, conventions or
obligations.

X. Information and Evidence. All States shall afford to the League
of Nations and its Tribunals, Bureaux and Commissions, and to the
Permanent Court of International Justice, all such information and evi
dence, within their power, as may be required for the purpose of the
in\'eStigation of international questions, the settlement of int~rnational

relations, and the adjustment of international differences.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)
VII. In matters affecting the community of States, and especially in

so far as concerns the creation and sanction of general rules of law and
the organization of public international services, it is the duty of States
to enter into harmonious collaboration. They must restrict their activities
to the limits necessarily set in consideration of general interests and of the
protection of t.'lose individual rights which are directly recognized by
international law. No State may be exonerated from the obligations of
co-operation, or from the limits imposed upon all, by the State comprising
the international community.

Alejandro Alvar6z (1931)
Article 25. States.must: ••• (j) Participate in the creation, function

ing, and development of international services.

ARTICLE 21

MAINTENANCE OF CONDITIONS CALCULATED TO
ENSURE INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND ORDER

It is the duty of every State to ensure that the conditions prevailing
within its territory do not threaten international peace and order and, to
that end, it must treat its own population in a manner which does not
violate the dictates of humanity and justice; or offend the conscience of
f1I4nkind.
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A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

"""",.

with other
nmunity of
and to col-

nal Obliga.
re necessary
>rity having
rate for the
I or for the
lventions or

the League
and to the
on and evi.
pose of the
lttrnational

:specially in
of law and
ty of States
ili' activities
! and of the
:ognized by
tligations of
•comprising

n, function-

DTO
~

s prevailing
'der and, to
~h does not
mscience of

India
"The following words may be added to this article: 'and in a manner

which promotes respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.' "

Mexico
"The Government of Mexico proposes with reference to clause 21 that

it should be established that the fulfilment of such an obligation should
not be subject to the unilateral pressure of another State or States, since
any such action would violate the principle of non-intervention and
might offer a pretext for undue political coercion, as happened during the
Nazi regime in the case of German minorities living in various countries
of Europe before the war."

United Kingdom
See comments on articles 4 and 23.

Venezuela
"The principle that each State should avoid creating conditions in its

territory which threaten international peace and order and that it must
ensure that its population enjoys conditions which do not violate the
dictates of humanity and justice, is an excellent one but should be com
pleted by a formula providing for the adoption of minimum standards
defining such rights (Bill of Human Rights)."

B. TREATms, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Resolution, Peaceful Orientation of the American Peoples (Mexico, 1945)
1. That the American States shall, by all means at their disposal, strive

to spread the ideals of peace and the principles of mutual respect, and
shall curb all activities or propaganda that directly or indirectly tend to
sow hatred or division between their respective peoples.

2. That the work of dissemination and propaganda shall be carried out
principally in the primary schools in the manner deternJined by the
respective educational and technical agencies, and, to this end, express
mention shall be made of the contents of this Declaration in the relevant
curricula..

3. That, in order to accomplish the objectives referred to under
paragraph one hereof, the Governments shall take steps leading to the
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initiation of an active campaign through the Press, radio, motion pictures
and public lectures, or any other means of dissemination.

4. That the text of this Declaration shall be widely disseminated" and,
by agreement of the American States, efforts shall be made to extend its
application to other countries. This provision can be implemented at the
next International Conference of American States.

5. That the Pan American Union study the possibility of creating an
agency for peaceful orientation and of recommending the establishment
of national commissions for peaceful orientation to complement the
activities of the projected world body.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Italy (1919)

6. All laws and regulations intended to protect the rights and interests
of workpeople shall be applied in every country without distinction of
nationality. This principle, however, is not to be considered as interfering
with the right of a State to limit the following by foreigners of particular
professions and the employment of foreign labour in certain kinds of
work.

Ecuador (1947)

Article XIII. It is the duty of States to guarantee the essential rights
of men, without distinction of race, sex or religion and to forbid anything
which tends to menace, suspend or violate them.

Article XIV. Each State must watch over public health, strive to raise
the standard of living, combat unemployment and disseminate popular
education, so as to ensure the development of democracy and to bring
about economic, social and cultural progress.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

American Institute of International Law (1925)
Project No. 7. Declaration of Rights and Duties of Nations

VII. The American Republics recognize it as a fundamental duty to
furnish instructions to their nationals in their international obligations
and duties as well as in their rights and prerogatives, thus creating the
"international mind" and the public opinion which shall in the future
obtain by persuasion what force has failed to gain in the past.

Project No. 15. Responsibility of Governments
Article 1. The Government of each American Republic is obliged to

maintain on its own territory the internal order and governmental stability
indispensable to the fulfilment of international duties.
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5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Leone Levi (1889)

83. A State is bound to uphold law and order, and to repress sedition,
so as not to be a source of danger to itself and neighbouring States.

Victor M. Maurtua (1931)

XIV. The conservation of order within States and the guarantee of the
rights of man are essential conditions of international juridical life. In
the cases laid down by general or regional treaties of organization, the
(international) community shall.be able to intervene, by means of organs
enjoying international authorization, for the purpose of ensuring the
existence, in the territory of any member State, of the minimum degree
of order necessary in order that the international rights of States and of
individuals may be effective.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)

Article 25. States must (b) Maintain a political and juridical organ
ization which will permit all person.~ residing in their territory to exercise
the rights and enjoy the advantages which the sentiment of international
justice today imposes upon all civilized people.

ARTICLE 22

DUTY NOT TO FOMENT CIVIL DISTURBANCES
IN OTHER STATES

It is the duty of every State to ensure that, within its own territory, no
activities are organized for the purpose of fomenting civil strife within the
territory of another State.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece

See the drafting of article 4 as proposed above.

United Kingdom

See comments on article 5.
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B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adL.pted by
inter-governmental bodies

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Law of the Future (1944)
Principle 4. Each State has a legal duty to prevent the organization

within its territory of acti,rities calculated to foment civil strife in the
territory of any other State.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Leone Levi (1889)
82. The State must not allow plots or conspiracies to be organized

within the State against the Sovereign of other States.

Alejandro Alvarez (1931)

Article 25. States must: (c) Prevent the plotting on their territory of
conspiracies against the security or internal order of another State.

ARTICLE 23

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY AND INTERDEPENDENCE
IN THE ECONOMIC SPHERE

Every State has the right of access, on equal terms, to the trade, com·
modities and raw materials of the world which are necessary to its eco
nomic prosperity.

It is the duty of every State to eliminate from its economic activities
every artificial means tending to establish differences in the acquisition of
the natural products of the soil of another State, and to refrain from exer
cising control over means of transport, from restricting trade, or from
bringing about restrictions in commercial credits and currency Df another
State.

• • T
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A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Dominican Republic

"An additional clause might be added at the end of the second para
graph of article 23 as follows:

'Equality of treatment and the adoption of just and equitable pro
cedures in commercial exchange are recognized as fundamental principles
of the law of nations.' "

Greece

"Though the principles it expresses are important, this article seems out
of place in the present declaration."

India

"The Government of India fecI that this article is out of place in the
draft declaration and point out that its consideration properly belongs to
the International Trade Organization."

Mexico

"The Government of Mexico considers that the principle stated in
clause 23 of the draft calls for specially careful consideration. Due recogo

nition should be given to the reasons which might prompt industrially less
developed countries with low. standards of living to adopt specified meas
ures of protection with a view to stimulating yield and legitimate develop
ment for the purpose not of attaining self-sufficiency, but of being able
truly and actively to co-operate in the various economic forms of inter
national solidarity. It should also be clearly stated what legal or economic
means are to be considered as artificial and whether in the .economic
development of a country there should be preferential treatment for
nationals."

Philippines

"The Republic of the Philippines cannot conform to this article in view
of the Executive Agreement concluded between the United States of
America and the Republic of the Philippines of 4 JuJy 1946, providing for
reciprocal trade preferences between the two countries. This agreement is
calculated to operate for a period of 28 years. The Republic of the
Philippines found it necessary to enter into a special trade arrangement
with the United States in view of its economic, material, and financial
needs ariSing from the establishment of its sovereign existence which coin
cided with the terrific devastation wrought upon our economy by the
last war•

. . '
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"It is likewise the impression of this Government that the first para
graph of the said article appears too vague to be acceptable. The state
ment that every State has the right of acce.~~ to the raw materials of the
world which are necessary to its economic plosperity may give rise to
claims by industrial States that they are entitled as a matter of right to
the exploitation of the natural resources and raw materials. Such clai,ms
might impair the sovereign right of the small countries to the unhampered
determination of their national policies affecting the utilizati.on of their
natural resources and the raw materials extracted therefrom.

"In general, it is the view of this Government that it will give its con
formity'to the draft provided article 23 thereof be eliminated."

United Kingdom

"Reference has already been made above in connexion with article 4
to draft articles 21 and 23. As there stated, these two articles must be
considered in close connexion with article 4. In regard to article 23 in
particu!. l', His Majesty's Government will await with much interest the
results of the efforts of the International Law Commission to state the idea
which is-x:ontained in the present draft in a form which could be accepted
as a legislative proposition."

Venezuela

"Article 23 is too general in character; me obligations it lays down are
too far-reaching to be accepted at the present time. Its adoption would
expose the economic life of States to the risk of paralysis at a time of grave
economic complications. What should be prohibited as a violation of
international order is discriminatory treatment directed against a par
ticular State, and not joint measures of economic defence."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

1. Treaties and Conventions

Economic Agreement of Bogota (1948)

Article 1. The American States, represented at the Ninth International
Conference of American States and which hereinafter shall be called the
States, declare that it is their duty to co-operate toward the solution of
their economic problems, and to conduct their international economic
relations in the American spirit of good neighbourliness.

Article 3. The States declare their intention to co-operate individually
and collectively and with other nations to carry out the principle of
facilitating access, on equal terms, to the trade, products, and means of
production including scientific and technical advances, that are needed
for their industrial and general economic development.
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2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

Resolution V, Economic, Commercial and Tariff Policy (Montevideo,
1933)

Resolves: That the Government of the American Republics will
promptly undertake to promote trade among their respective peoples and
other nations and to reduce high trade barriers through the negotiations
of comprehensive bilateral reciprocity treaties based upon mutual con
cessions; and

That the Governments of the American Republics do each subscribe,
and call upon other Governments of the world to subscribe, to the policy
and undertaking, through simultaneous action of the principal nations, of
gradually reducing tariffs and other barriers to mutually profitable move
ments of goods, services, and capital between nations, such policy and
undertaking being in words and figures as follows: ...

The subscribing Governments declare that the principle of equality of
treatment stands and must continue to stand as the basis of all acceptable
commercial policy. Accr •.~;ngly they undertake that whatever agreements
they enter in"o shall inclt the most-favoured-nation clause in its uncon
ditional and unrestricted form, to be applied to all types of control of
international trade, limited only by such exceptions as may be commonly
recognized as legitimate, and they undertake that such agreements shall
not introduce features which, while possibly providing an immediate ad
vantage for the contracting parties, might react disadvantageously upon
world trade as a whole.

Recommendation, Equality of Treatment in International Trade (Buenos
Aires, 1936)

Recommends: That the Governments of the American Republics re
affirm the statement enunciated by the Seventh International Conference
of Amer,L..m States that "the principle of equality of treatment stands
and must continue to stand as the basis of all acceptable commercial
policy".

That each Government declare its determination to bend every effort,
having in mind the different national economies, towards the objective of
enforcing in all the phases of its general commercial policy the peaceful
and equitable principles of equality of treatment, and recommends that
the Governments of all countries adopt this principle in their commercial
policies,'and in accordance therewith suppress as soon as possible all dis
criminatory practices including those arising in connexion with import
licence systems, exchange control, and bilateral clearing and compensation
agreements.
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Recommendations, Restrictions on Inftlrnafional Tradtl (Buenos Aires,
1936)

Recommends: 1. That the American States abstain, so far as possible,
from raising or augmenting tariff barri.-:rs and every other kind of restric
tions which directly or indirectly hinder international trade and resulting
payments;

2. That immediately, and to the extent that the several national econ
omies permit, a policy of abolishing and g:adually reducing the said exCes
sive or unreasonable prohibitions and restrictions upon international com
merce be undeitaken and carried forward by each of the said States,
through the conclusion or revisio!' of bilateral economic or commercial
agreements and treaties and through unilateral action by each country.

Economic Charter of the Americas (Mexico, 1945)

The fundamental economic aspiration of the peoples of the Americas,
in common with peoples everywhere, is to be able to exercise effectively
their natural right to live decently, and work and exchange goods produc
tively, in peace and with security.

Declaration of Objectives. The American Republics collaborating in
the war effort, fully aware of their traditionally close relations and of their
position and responsibility as an integral part of the world community,
declare their firm purpose to collaborate in a programme for the attain
ment of:

1. The continuation of mobilization of their economic resources until
the achievement of total victory.

2. An orderly transition of the economic life of the Americas from war
to peace-time conditions with joint action looking to the maintenance of
the economic stability of the American Republics during such transition
period.

3. A constructive basis for the sound economic development of the
Americas through the development of natural resources; increased in
dustrialization; improvement of transportation; modernization of agri
culture; development of power facilities and public works; the encourage
ment of investment of private capital, managerial capacity, and techl'ical
skills; and the improvement of labour standards and working conditions,
including collective bargaining, all leading to a rising level of living and
increased consumption.

Declaration of principles: 1. Rising levels of living; 2. Equality of
access; 3. International commercial policy; 4. Private agreements which
restrict international trade; 5. Elimination of excesses of economic nation
alism; 6. Just and equitable treatment for foreign enterprise and capital;
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7. Endorsement of financial and agricultural proposals; 8. Private enter
prise; 9. International action to facilitate distribution of production sur
ph1r-J; 10. Labour.

Atlantic Charter (1941)

Fourth, they will endeavour, with due respect for their existing obliga
tions, to further the enjoyment by all States, great or small, victor or van
quished, of access, on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw materials
of the world which are needed for their economic prosperity.

Pan American Union. Governing Board (1946)

XVIII. The American States proclaim the principle of equality of
access to the trade and raw materials of the world and to the producers'
goods which are needed for their industrial and commercial development.
In order to realize these aims, the American States recognize the duty to
co-operate for the prevention or elimination of unjust discriminations;
to reduce barriers injurious to international trade; to avoid practices which
obstruct international trade and to eliminate the excesses which may
result from economic nationalism.

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Italy (1919)

3. Every State has the right to participate in international commerce
and traffic in conditions of legal equality. This freedom or equality shall,
however, not be affected by any restrictions, such as customs and sanitary
regulations, which a State in its own interest may require to impose.

5. The international distribution of the foodstuffs and raw materials
required to sustain healthy conditions of life and industry, must be con
trolled in such a way as to secure to every country whatever is indispens
able to it in this respect.

Cuba (1945)

VI. All States have the right to access, on equal terms, to the trade,
the markets, and the raw materials of the world needed for their economic
prosperity.

The economic independence of the nations requires the elimination from
their activities in this regard of all artificial measures leading to discrimina
tion against the natural or spontaneous products of the soil of another
State, to control of the means of transportation, to restriction of reciprocal
trade, or to contraction of commercial credit or of the foreign exchange of
another country.

The principle of economic reciprocity is the foundation of and the guide
to world solidarity.
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Ecuador (1947)
Article XVI. States shall have equal access to trzde and the raw

materials of the world, and to the factors of production necessary for their
industrialization and economic development. Consequently they recog
nize the duty to co-operate in order to prevent and eliminate unjust 00·
criminations; to lower barriers harmful to international trade; to avoid
practices which obstruct such trade and eliminate the excesses which may
result from economic nationalism.

1-. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
. scientific institutions

5. Statements by jurists and publicists

Henri La Fontaine (1916)
Article 11. The exploitation of the globe is managed by the States in

the collective interest of men, and so as to facilitate and develop to the
utmost the exchange of raw materials and of manufactured products.

ARTICLE 24

PROHIBITION OF PACTS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE
DISCHARGE OF INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS

It is the duty of every State to refrain from concluding with other
States agreements, the observance of which is inconsistent with the dis
charge of its obligations under international law or under the constituent
pact of the community of States.

A. COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF GOVERNMENTS

Greece
"Same obsexvation for this -article (as for article 23). While the first

part of the text appears to require no comment, the second part pertains
to particular international law (Charter of the United Nations)."

B. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND STATEMENTS

Treaties and Conventions

Charter of the United Nations (1945)
Article 2. (2) All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the

rights and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good faith
the obligations assumed by them in accordance with the present Charter.

Article 103. In the event of a conflict between the obligations of the
Members of the United Nations under the present Charter and their
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obligations under any other international agreement, their obligations
under the present Charter shall prevail.

Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio de Janeiro, 1947)
Article 10. None of the provisions of this Treaty shall be construed as

impairing the rights and obligations of the High Contracting Parties
under the Charter of the United Nations.

The Bogota Charter (1948)
Article 102. None of the provisions of this Charter shall be construed as

impairing the rights and obligations of the Member States under the
Charter of the United Nations.

2. Resolutions, declarations and projects adopted by
inter-governmental bodies

3. Draft declarations proposed by Governments

Ecuador (1947)
Article XIX. It is the duty of States to fulfil in good faith the obliga

tions imposed upon them as Members of the Regional Community, of the
United Nations and of the World Community.

4. Declarations by non-governmental organizations and
scientific institutions

International Law of the Future (1944)
Principle 10. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from entering into

any agreement with another State, the performance of which would be
inconsistent with the discharge of its duties under general international
law.

5. Statements by jurists and publicists
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VI. APPENDICES

A. TEXTS OF TREATIES, CONVENTIONS AND DECLARATIONS

1. TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS

No, 1
SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES (1933)

Convention on Rights and Duties of States157

Article 1. The State as a person of international law should possess the fol
lowing qualifications; (a)a permanent population; (b) a defined territory; (c) a
government; and (d) capacity to enter into relations with the other States.

Article 2. The Federal State shall constitute a sole person in the eyes of
international law.

Article 3. The political existence of the State is independent of recognition
by the other States. Even before recognition the State has the right to defend
its integrity and independence, to provide for its conservation and prosperity,
and consequently to organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate upon its interests,
administer its services, and to define the jurisdiction and competence of its
courts.

The exercise of these rights has no other limitation than the exercise of the
rights of other States according to international law.

Article 4. States are juridically equal, enjoy the same rights, and have equal
capacity in their exercise. The rights of each one do not depend upon the power
which it possesses to assure its exercise, but upon the simple fact of its exist
ence as a person under international law.

Article 5. The fundamental rights of States are not susceptible of being af
fec~ed in any manner whatsoever.

Article 6. The recognition of a State merely signifies that the State which
recognizes it accepts the personality of the other with all the rights and duties
determined by international law. RecognitiOl. is unconditional and irrevocable.

Article 7. The recognition of a State may be express or tacit. The latter
results from any act which implies the intention of recognizing the n<.'W State.

Article 8. No State has the right to intervene in the internal or external af
fairs of another

Article 9. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of national territory
applies to all the inhabitants.

Nationals and foreigners are under the same protection of the law and the
national autllOrities and the for::igners may not claim rights other or more ex
tensive than those of the nationals.

Article 10. The primary interest of States is the conservation of peace. Dif-
--'-

157This Convention has been ratified by the following sixteen American States:
Brazil, Chile, Colombia. Cc,sta Rica, Cuba. Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala. Haiti. Honduras, Mexico. Niearagna, Panama. United States
and Venezuela. Text from The International Conferences of American Stlltes, First
Supplement, 1933-1940, Washington, 1940, pp. 121-124.
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Ar:icle 11. The Contracting States definitely establish as the rule of their

conduct the precise obligation not to recognize territorial acquisitions or special

advantages which have been obtained by force whether this consists in the

employment of arms, in threatening diplomatic representations, or in any other

effective coercive measure. The territory of a State is inviolable and may not

be the object of military occupation nor of other measures of force imposed by

another State directly or i..-ldirectly or for any motive whatever even temporarily.

Article 12. The present Convention shall not affect obligations previously

entered ipto by the High Contracting Parties by virtue of international agree-

ments. .

No. 2

UNrrED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION (1945)

Charter of the United Nations158

Article 2. The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated

in Article 1, shall act in accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of

all its Members. .

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits

resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed

by them in accordance with the present Charter.

3. All Members sha.ll settle their international disputes by peaceful means in

such a manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not en

dangered.
4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat

or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any

State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United

Nations.
5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action

it takes in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving

assistance to any State against which the United Nations is taking preventive

or enforcement action.

6. The Organization shall ensure that States which are not Members of the

United Nations act in accordance with these Principles so far as may be

necessary for the maintenance of international peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Na

tions to intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdic

tion of any State or $all require the Members to submit such matters to settle

ment under the present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the ap

plication of enforcement measures under Chapter VII.

... The content of Article 2 of the United Nations Charter is primarily based on

the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals. According to the report of Committee I to Com·

mission I, "The chapter on 'Principles' sets, in the same order of ideas, the methods

and re~lating norms according to which the Organization and its Members shall

do their duties and endeavour to achieve the common ends".
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No. 3
NINTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES (1948)

Charter of the Organization of American StatesI59

CHAPTER ill

Fundamental Rights and Duties of States
Article 6. States are juridically equal, enjoy equal rights and equal capacity

to exercise these rights, and have equal duties. The rights of each State depends
not upon its power to ensure the exercise thereof, but upon the mere hct of its
existence as a person under intemationallaw.

Article 7. Every American State has the duty to respect the rights enjoyed
by other States in accordance with international law.

Article 8. The fundamental rights of States may not be impaired in any
manner whatsoever.

Article 9. The political existence of a State is independent of its recognition
by other States. Even before being recognized, the State has the right to defend
its integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation and prosperity,
and, consequently, to organize itself as it thinks best, to legislate concerning
its interests, to administer its services, and to detemrine the jurisdiction and
competence of its courts. The exercise of these rights is limited only by the
exercise of the rights of other States in accordance with intemational law.

Article 10. Recognition implies that the State granting it accepts the per
sonality of the new State with all the rights and duties that intemational law
provides for the two States.

Article 11. The right of each State to protect itself and to live its own life
does not authorize it to commit unjust acts against another State.

Article 12. The jurisdiction of-States within the linrits of their national ter
ritory is exercised equally over all the inhabitants, whether nationals or aliens.

Article 13. Each State has the right to develop its cultural, political and
economic life freely and naturally. In this free development, the State shall
respect the rights of the individual and the principles of universal morality.

Article 14. Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute a
standard for the development of peaceful relations among States. Intemational
treaties and agreements should be public.

Article 15. No State or group of States has t.he right to intervene, directly
or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the intemal or external affairs of any
other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed force but also
any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of
the State or against its political, economic and cultural elements.

Article 16. No State may use or encourage the use of enforcement measures
of an economic or political character in order to force the sovereign will of
another State and obtain from it advantages of any kind.

Article 17. The territory of a State is inviolable; it may not be the object,
even, temporarily, of military occupation or of other measures of force taken
by another State, directly or indirectly, on any ground whatever. No territorial

1llll According to Article 109 the Charter shall enter into force among the ratifying
States when two-thirds have deposited their ratifications. English text released by
the Pan American Union.
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acquisitions or special advantages obtained either by force or by other means

of coercion shall be recognized.
Article 18. The American States oind themselves in their international rela

tions not to have recourse to the use of force, save in the case of self-defence in

accordance with e...asting treaties, or in fulfilment thereof.

Article 19. Measures adopted for the maintenance of peace and security in

accordance with existing treaties do not constitute a violation of the prin

ciples set forth in articles 15 and 17.

2. RESOLUTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND PROJECTS ADOPTED

·BY INTER-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES:

No. 4

INTERNATIONAL GOMMISSICN OF AMERICAN JURISTS (1927)

Project II, States: Existence, Equality, Recognition160

Article-I. The State, as a person of international law, must fulfil the follow-

ing requirements:
(1) Permanent population;
(2) Definitely determined territory;
(3) Constituted government;
(4) Capacity to enter into relations with other States;

(5) Degree of civilization such as enables it to observe the principles of

international law.
Article 2. States are equal before the law, enjoy equal rights, and have

equal capacity to exercise them. The rights of each ..¥e dependent not upon the

power which it possesses to ensure the exercise of them but solely upon the

fact of their existence as a person of international law.

Article 3. No State may intervene in the internal affairs of another.

Article 4. A Federal State constitutes a single international person.

Article 5. The political existence of the State is independent of its recogni

tion by other States. Even before recognition the State has the right to defend

its integrity and independence, to provide for its conservation and prosperity,

and consequently to adopt whatever organization it considers proper, to legislate

concerning its own interests, to administer its own services, and to determine the

jurisdiction and competency of its tribunals. The exercise of these rights is

limited only by the exercise of the rights of other States, by treaties and by the

principles of international law.
Article 6. The recognition of a State signifies that the State which recognizes

it accepts the personality of the other State, with all the rights and obligations

established by international law.
Recognition is unconditional and irrevocable.

The reco~tion of a Government has for its object the commencement of

lOOThe International Commission of American Jurists was provided for in a

resolution of the Third Pan American Co:rference, held at Rio de Janeiro in 1906.

The Commission met for the first time in 1912 and again in 1927. In this second

meeting the Commission prepared twelve draft conventions on public international

law to oe submitted to the Sixth Conference, Project 11 being one of them. Text

from International Commission of Jurists, Public International Law, Pan American

Union, 1927, pp. 8-9.
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diplomatic relations with such Government, or the normal continuation of
relations previously existing.

Article 7. The recognition of a State or Government may be express or
tacit. Tacit recognition results from any act implying an intention to recognize
the new State or Governl'11ent.

Article 8. A Govern.-nent is to be recognized whenever it fulfils the following
conditions:

(1) Effective authority with a probability of stability and consolidation, the
orders of which, particularly as regard taxes and military service, are accepted
by the inhabitants.

(2) Capacity to discharge pre-existing international obligations, to contract
others, and to respect the principles established by international law.

Article 9. A State loses its international personality only when it separates
into two or more States, when it voluntarily incorporates itself with another
State, or when it unites with another to form a single State.

No. 5
EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES (1938)

Declaration of American Principles161

Whereas:
The need for keeping alive the fundamental principles of relations among

nations was never greater than today; and
Each State is interested in the preservation of world order under law, in

peace with justice, and in the social and economic welfare of manki,.d,
The Governments of the American Republics
Resolve:
To proclaim, support and recommend, once again, the following principles,

as essential to the achievement of the aforesaid objectives:
1. The intervention of any State in the internal or external affairs of another

is inadmissible.
2. All differences of an international character should be settled by peaceful

means.
3. The use of force as an instrument of national or international policy is

proscribed.
4. Relations between States should be governed by the precepts of inter

national law.
5. Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute the indis

pensable rule for the development of peaceful relations between States, and
treaties can only be revised by agreement of the contracting parties.

6. Peaceful collaboration between representatives of the various States and
the development of intellectual interchange among their peoples is conducive
to an understanding by each of the problems of the other as well as of problems
common to all, and makes more readily possible the peaceful adjustment of
international controversies.

7. Economic reconstruction contributes to national and international well
being, 'as well as to peace among nations.

lO'This declaration restates in a single instrument various basic principles of the
Inter-American Principles which had been proclaimed by previous International
Conferences of American States. Text from The International Conference, First
Supplement, pp. 309-310•
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8. Intemational co-operation is a necessary condition to the maintenance

of the afore-mentioned principles.

No. 6

INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE (1942)

Reaffirmation of Fundamental Principles of International Law

Project of Resolution submitted to the Governments, Members of

the Pan American Union162

Whereas:
1. It has been. the practice of the American Republics at their conferences,

in their joint or individual declarations, and at the consultative meetings of

their Foreign Ministers, to reaffirm fundamental principles of international law

upon which their peace an!! continental solidarity are based;

2. This reaffirmation of fundamental principles has always been useful and

expedient because of the moral force which derives from it and because it

tends to strengthen the position of the American States when confronted with

new situations which challenge those principles;

3. In the presence of the grave violations of international law on the part

of non-American aggressor States, this reaffimIation of principles becomes now

all the more necessary in order to emphasize those principles and to clarify

them in the light of the new conditions with which the American community

is confronted;
4. The American continent has developed, and desires to develop in the

future, its international life on the basis of respect for morality, traditional

principles, the observance of treaties, good faith, and the rules of humanity,

repudiating every act contrary to these essential standards of civilization.

The American Republics resolve to reaffirm in the most solemn manner the

following principles which they believe to be fundamental in the relations of

States and essential to the maintenance of peace and justice in international

relations, and declare:
I. It is a basic principle of international law that there are certain general

standards of conduct which take priority over the will of the individual State.

These standards are derived from t.qe moral law which is the inheritance

of Christian States and which came during the nineteenth century to be

accepted also by non-Christian States as the rule of international conduct.

No distinction is recognized between the moral law as applied to individual

citizens and to nations. There is but one single standard of conduct between

nation and nation and between man and man. The development of inter

national law should be marked by the gradual extension to nations of the

obligations recognized as binding between individual citizens.

Hence no nation may claim to be exempt from the observance of the moral

law on the ground of'political, economic or racial supremacy or of a particular

national culture which it believes to be inherently superior to that of other

States.

'''The Inter-American Juridical Committee was set up by a resolution of the

Third Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs. held at Rio de Janeiro in 1942.

being the latest agency of the Inter-American codification machinery. In pursuance

of the same resolution the Committee issued this Reaffirmation of Fundamental

Principles. Text from the American Journal of International Law, 1943. vol. 27.

pp. 21-24.
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II. Respect by each State for the personality, sovereignty and independence
of every other State constitutes the basis of international orde.1.", just as in the
relations of individuals mutual respect constitutes the essence of democracy.

Hence no State may intervene in the internal or external affairs of another.
The policy of the "Good Neighbour" is an expression of this respect for the

fundamental rights of States.
Ill. States are juridically equal, in the sense that they have the same

fundamental rights.
This equality derives f:om the existence of the State as a person of inter

national law and not from the power which the individual State may possess
to defend or maintain it.

In like manner this juridical equality is independent of the territorial size
of the particular State or of the degree of its material progress.

In consequence, no State may be held bound by changes in the rules of law,
whether in political or in economic matters, to which it has not freely consented.

IV. Good faith, which is a sacred principle of international law, should
govern the relations of States. Mutual trust in the pledged word is an essential
condition of the peaceful co-operation of States. Treaty obligations, freely
and voluntarily entered into, must be faithfully observed.

It is proper to examine treaties which, by reason of new circumstances, may
admit revision with the object of improving or of bringing into complete
accord the relations between the contracting parties.

Treaties must be in the nature of open covenants openly arrived at; and
there must be no secret agreements or understandings between States.

V. The use of force between States is repudiated and outlawed; and no
State may take the law into its own hands or seek to enforce its claims by
violence.

War as an instrument of nationaJ policy is condemned.
Hence no territorial conquest, occupation or transfer of territory brought

about by force or by other methods of effective coercion, shall be valid or be
recognized as having any degree of legality whatever.

In like manner no treaties or other agreements entered into under violence
or other form of compulsion shall be recognized as binding contracts, whether
as between the parties themselves or in relation to third States.

VI. All differences or disputes between States, whatever their nature or
origin, must be settled by peaceful procedures, in accordance with the provi
sions of international conventions, treaties and agreements, and on the basis of
established principles of international law.

When two or more States in controversy are unable to reach a peace.ful
agreement, the good offices or the mediation of other States between the parties
are in order. These good offices or mediation are a friendly act in the interest
of law and justice.

When these or other measures fail, consultation should take place anlOng
the States, with the object of formulating a collective recommendation or of
seeking to renew friendly intervention.
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No. 7

INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON PROBLEMS OF WAR AND PEACE (1945)

Declaration of Mexicol63

The States of America, through their Plenipotentiary Delegates meeting at

the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and Peace,

Declart!:
The American community maintains the following essential principles as

governing the relations among the States composing it:

1. International law is the rule of conduct for all States.

2. States are juridically equal.
3. Each State is free and sovereign, and no State may intervene in the

internal or external affairs of another.

4. The territory of the. American States is inviolable and also immutable,

except when changes are made by peaceful agreement.

5. The American States do not recognize the validity of territorial conquests.

6. The mission of the American States is the preservation of peace and the

maintenance of the best possible relations with all States.

7. Conflicts between States are to be settled exclusively by peaceful means.

8. War of aggression in any of its forms is outlawed.

9. An aggression against an American State constitutes an aggression against

all American States.
10. The American States are united in their aspirations and common

interests.
11. The American States reiterate their fervent adherence to democratic

principles, which they consider essential for the peace of America.

12. The purpose of the State is the happiness of man in society. The inter

ests of the community should be harmonized with the rights of the individual.

The American man cannot conceive of living without justice, just as he cannot

conceive of living without liberty.
13. Among the rights of man, the first is equality of opportunity to enjoy

all the spiritual and material blessings offered by civilization, through the

legitimate exercise of his activity, his industry, and his ingenuity.

14. Education and material well-being are indispensable to the development

of democracy.
15. Economic co-operation is essential to the common prosperity of the

American nations. Want among any of their peoples, whether in the form of

poverty, malnutrition, or HI health, affects each one of them and consequently

all of them jointly.
16. The American States consider as necessary the equitable co-ordination

of all interests to create an economy of abundance in which natural resources

and human labour will be utilized to raise the standard of living, of all the

peoples of the Continent.
17. The inter-American community is dedicated to the ideals of universal

co-operation.

UlThis declaration reaffirms, in a more elaborated extent, the Declaration of

American Principles of the Lima Conference. Text from Final Act of the Inter

Ame..Tican Conference on Problems of War and Peace. Mexico City, February-March.

1945 (Washington, 1945) , No. XI.
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No. 8
PAN AMERICAN UNION, GOVERNING BOARD (1946)

Draft Declaration of the Rights and Duties of American States164

I. States are juridically equal among themselves. They have the same
rights and the same obligations. This equality derives from the existence of
the State as a person of international law and not from the power which the
State may possess to defend or maintain it nor from the territorial size or
degree of progress of each State.

n. The rights which each State enjoys in accordance with international law
must be respected and protected by all other States, since right and duty are
correlative and each State has the duty to respect the rights of all the other
States.

Ill. The American States reiterate their adherence to the republican and
democratic principles, which they consider essential for the peace of America.

IV. The conservation of peace based on justice and law is the fundamental
criterion of conduct in the relations among the American States. Every State
has the right to a peaceful and secure existence.

V. Good faith, as an elementary requirement of law and equity, should
guide the relations of States among themselves and govern the interpretation
of their duties and the fulfilment of their obligations. Mutual confidence in
the pledged word is indispensable for peaceful co-operation among States.

VI. Treaties must be in the nature of open wvenants and must be faithfully
observed.

VII. The political existence of a new State is independent of its recognition
by other States. Recognition-which is unconditional and irrevocable-signifies
that the States which recognize the new State accept its personality with all
the rights and duties which international law prescribes.

VIII. Intervention by anyone or more States, dir~ctly or indirectly, and
for whatever reasons in the internal or external affairs of another State is
inad.missible.

IX. The territory of a State is inviolable and may not be the object of
military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another State
directly or indirectly for whatever motive, even temporarily. No territorial
acquisitions or special advantages obtained by force or other means of coercion
shall be recognized.

X. The use of armed force is repudiated and outlawed.
XI. The measures taken by the Inter-American System or by the United

Nations for the maintenance of peace and security in accordance with inter
national agreements, and the measures which any State may take in the exercise
of the inherent right of self-defence against armed attack, do not constitute a

'"'This draft declaration was prepared by the Governing Board of the Pan
American Union in pursuance of Resolution IX of the Inter-American Conference
on Problems of War and Peace (1945). Text from Pan American Union, Governing
Board, Committee on the Orl!;anization of the Inter-American System. Draft Dec
laration of the Rights and Duties of American States. Formulated in accordance
with Resolution IX of the Inter-American Conference on Problems of War and
Peace, and submitted to the Governments of the American Republics by the Govern
ing Board of the Pan American Union (Washington, 1946) .

. . .
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violation of principles set forth in articles VIII, IX and X of the present
Declaration.

XII. All disputes that may arise between two or more American States,
whatever their nature or origin, must be settled exclusively by peaceful pro
-edure.

XIII. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of national territory
applies to all the inhabitants. Nationals and aliens are under the same protec
tion of and owe the same obedience to the law and the national authorities.

XIV. The purpose of the State is the complete development of man within
society. The interests of the community should be harmonized with those of
the individual. The American man cannot conceive of living without justice.
Neither can he cor.ceive of living without liberty.

XV. It is the duty and the obligation of each State to respect and promote
the rights and freedoms set forth in the Declaration of the International Rights
and Duties of Man, without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.

XVI. In order to ensure the development of democracy and for the purpose
of achieving economic, social, and cultural progress, every State should advance
public health, endeavour to raise the standard of living, combat unemployment,
and promote widespread education.

XVII. Economic co-operation is essential to the common prosperity of the
American peoples. Want among any of them in the form of poverty, malnutri
tion or ill health affects each of them and consequently all of them jointly.

XVIII. The American States proclaim the principle of equality of access
to the trade and raw materials of the world and to the producers' goods which
are needed for their industrial and commercial development. In order to
realize these aims, the American States recognize the duty to co-operate for
the prevention or elimination of unjust discriminations; to reduce barriers
injurious to international trade; to avoid practices which obstruct international
trade and to eliminate the excesses which may result from economic nationalism.

XIX. The American States, aware of the evident efficacy of the friendly
interchange of views, especially through the procedure of consultation, may
bring for the consideration of the American Governments any proposal or situa
tion in the examination or solution of which the said States have a common
interest.

XX. The American States reiterate their adherence to the policy of the
"Good Neighbour", which expresses an aspiration that is common to all the
American nations; and consider that this policy is a standard which should
govern their common relations.

XXI. The American States, fully cognizant of the geographic and historical
factors to which the Pan American movement owes its origin, reaffirm their
faith in the principle of continental solidarity and proclaim their unswerving
loyalty to the Inter-American System; and, in consequence, they will fulfil in
good faith all their obligations as members of that System.

XXII. The American States, in renewing their intention to strengthen con
tinental solidarity, also proclaim their determination to conduct themselves as
members of the world cOImnunity; and, in consequence, they will fulfil in good
faith all their obligations as members of the world organization.
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3. DRAFT DECLARATIONS PROPOSED BY GOVERNMENTS

No. 9
ITALY. DELEGATION TO THE PEACE CONFERENCE (1919)

Draft Scheme for the Constitution of the Society of Nations165

1. Every State is equal before the law. Inequalities of power cannot be
invoked in justification of any act of commission or omission, or of any claim
or pretention incompatible with the respect due to the rights of others and
with the fulfilment of international duties.

The more progressive States are under the obligation of lending their assist
ance, under the supervision of the Society of Nations, towards the proper
government of countries which have not yet reached a stage of ordered civiliza
tion, with the object of promoting the progress of such countries.

2. Every action or attempted action constituting a curtailment of, or menace
to, the political independence or territorial integrity of a State contradicts the
principles by which international solidarity can alone be assured.

3. Every State has ilie right to participate in international commerce and
traffic in conditions of legal equality. This freedom or equality shall, however,
not be affected by any restrictions, such as customs and sanitary regulations,
which a State in its own interest may require to impose.

4. Navigation of the sea is free to merchant ships of every flag. Sovereign
rights over territorial waters and POlts cannot be exercised in such a way as to
prejudice substantially such freedom of navigation.

5. The international distribution of the foodstuffs and raw materials re
quired to sustain healthy conditions of life and industry, must be controlled in
such a way as to secure to every country whatever is indispensable to it in this
respeet.

6. All laws and regulations intended to protect the rights and interests of
workpeople shall be applied in every country wiiliout distinction of nationality.
This principle, however, is not to be considered as interfering with the right of
a State to limit the following by foreigners of particular professions and the
employment of foreign labour in certain kinds of work.

7.' No State can release itself from the obligations assumed, by entering
into any international treaty outside the scope hereof, except by the consent
of all the parties concerned or ey recourse to bodies competent to solve dis
putes arising from such independent action.

8. Secret international treaties are prohibited.

No. 10
BRAZIL. DELEGATION TO THE INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

ON PROBLEMS OF WAR AND PEACE (1945)

Declaration of Principles of States166

Whereas:
The American peoples possessed of a deep love of justice, remain sincerely

attac~ed to the postulates of international law;

165 The text reproduced herein is the Preamble of the Draft Scheme presented
at the Paris Peace Conference by the Italian delegation. Cf. D. H. Miller. The
Drafting of the Covenant, New York, 1928, vo1. 2, pp. 246-247.

lOOThe English text of tbis draft declaratiDn is reproduced in the Report oj the
United States Delegation, Department of State, publication 2497, p. 178.

'. '
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They wish that these postulates, notwithstanding the difficult present condi-
tions, prevail even with greater force in future international relations; .

The inter-American conferences more than once have proclaimed certain
fundamental principles, but these must be reaffirmed or remembered when it
is necessary to rebuild the juridical bases of the community of nations;

The new world situation makes more urgent every day the union and soli
darity of the American peoples for the defence of their rights and the mainte
nance of international peace;

The Governments of the American Republics deciare and reaffirm that:
I. All Sovereign Statp~ are legally equal to one another;
H. Every State has ~ right to have its personality and independence re

spected' by all other members of the international community;
IH. Once again, the American States condemn wars of aggression and repu

diate the use of force in international relations, except in the exercise of
legitimate defence, duly proven, or by virtue of collective action determined
by the competent organ of the international community;

IV. All international controversies, whatever their cause or nature, must be
resolveq by pacific means;

V. The American States are firmly resolved to keep themselves united as a
bloc against any extra-continental aggression, and they still consider as a wrong
committed against themselves any aggression against anyone of them; they are
therefore determined to participate in the defence of the sister nation attacked,
in the way and under the conditions that may be agreed upon among them all;

VI. However, if the aggression against an Amedcan State should come from
another American State, the other States should, through procedures of con
sultaticn, reach an immediate agreement in order to examine the circumstances
of the case and lend proper help to the victim of the aggression.

No. 11
CUBA. DELEOATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

ON INTERNATIONAL OnOANIZATION (1945)

Draft Declaration of Duties and Rights of States167

Whereas:
1. The essential identity of the democratic forms of government and the

common ideals of peace and justice of the nations, manifested in· the war and
in the different treaties and declarations subscribed to, have come to constitute
an international system favouring the maintenance of peace, the prescription
of war, the harmonious development of their economy and their aspirations
in all fields of political, social, scientifit., and cultural activities;

2. The existence of human interests above the individual interests of each
State requires the maintenance of solidarity in principles as a foundation of
interrelated living o{ each and all the nations;

3. For the maintenance of world peace it is indispensable that there should
be a moral union of all democratic nations of the world, in the defence of
their common interests, on the basis of perfect equality and reciprocal respect
for their rights to self-government, independence, and free development, calling
for proclamation of basic principles of international law;

11'1 Text from documents of the United Nations Conference on International
Organization, San Francisro, 1945. vol. 3, pp. 495·499.
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4. The drafting and development of international law, as initiated by the
international conferences, which shall continue steadily in the course of genera
tions, must have as their basis the recognition of the fundamental duties and
rights of the St<i.tes which constitute the world community of nations;

5. The declaration of these duties and rights and the great principles from
which they are derived will serve as a guide in the maintenance of international
peace and security and a basis for all the agreements that may be concluded
in accordance with international practice and the enforcement and codification
of international law.

The General Assembly of the International Organization therefore agrees to
adopt the following:
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of the Nations

I. Every State has the right to exist, to protect and maintain its existence.
This right does not imply the right, or justify any action by a State, to protect
or maintain its existence by committing illegal acts against innocent States or
States which are not aggressors.

The political existence of a State is independent of its recognition by the
other States. A State has the right, even before recognition, to defend its
irrtegrity and independence, to provide for its maintenance and prC'sperity, to
organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate on its interests, to administer its services,
and to determine the jurisdiction and qualification of its courts.

The exercise of these rights has no other limits than respect for the rights
of other States, in conformity with international law.

n. Every State has the right to independence, to secure its well-being and
its free development without interference by other States, provided that in the
pursuit of those objectives it does not violate or infringe upon the rights of
other States.

Therefore direct or indirect intt;.rvention by a State in the internal or external
affairs of another State for any reason whatever is inadmissible.

Ill. All States are equal before the law, and each one has the same rights
as any other which is a member of the international community. In the same
way, all States have the right to claim and to assume, among the Powers of
the 'world, the equal and independent position to which they are entitled by
natural and divine laws.

IV. Every State has the right to the territory included within defined fron
tiers and the right to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over that territory and over
all persons thereol1, whether native or aliens.

This right (after adequate measures with respect to aggressor nations have
been adopted, to prevent the recurrence of aggression, and after the peace
treaties have been concluded that result from World War 11) involves the
duty of not recognizing the validity and the juridical effects of the acquisitions
of territories, adjustments of frontiers, or special advantages obtained by con
quest or by force, whether through recourse to arms, threatening diplomatic
representations, or any other means of effective coercion. The territory of the
States is inviolable and cannot be the object of military occupation or any
othe1\ measures of force imposed by another State, directly or indirectly, for
any reason whatever, not even temporarily.

V. No State has the right to intervene before another State in favour of its
nationals, except through diplomatic channels, in a considered and courteous
manner. In the event of a claim that the administrative authorities of the
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State in which an alien is residing have prevented him materially from exercis
ing his rights before the COUlts of justice, or if it is proved that these CQUrts
have denied him justice, the procedure for peaceful settlement of international
conflicts must be followed.

VI. All States have the right to access, on equal terms, to the trade, the
markets, and the raw materials of the wQrld needed for their economic
prosperity.

The economic independence of the nations requires the elimination from
their activities in this regard of all artificial measures leading to discrimination
against the natural or spontaneous products of the soil of another State, to
contrql of the means of transportation, to restriction of reciprocal trade, or to
contraction of commercial credit or of the foreign exchange of another country.

The principle of economic reciprocity is the foundation of and the guide to
world solidarity.

VII. A State to which a right has been granted by international law may
demand that this right be supported and protected by all other States. The
right and the duty are correlative, and upon all there rests the obligation to
respect the right of each and p!"rlorm the duties devolving upon them.

The rights of each State arc not dependent upon the power available to the
State to enable it to exercise its rights, but depend on the mere existence of
such rights as provided for by international law. The fundamental rights of
the States cannot be affected in any way.

VIII. The nations belonging to the Organization condemn war as an instru
m~nt of international action.

Any differences or disputes between the nations, whatever their nature and
whatever their origin, shall obligatorily be settled by conciliation, arbitration,
or international justice.

IX. The nations belonging to the Organization proelaim the need for
accepting the decisions of the latter through dIe acceptance of the agreements
of the majority, the unqualified respect for the individual national sovereignties,
and the solidarity among all peoples of the world, and affirm their decision to
maintain and defend these principles against any foreign intervention or
activity which might endanger them.

X. Every State has the duty to employ all the spiritual and material means
at its disposal in order to maintain and strengthen peace, harmony, and trade
among all the nations of the world, as indispensable requisites for t.~e effective
discharge of the duty which rests upon them in the universal historic process
of civilization and culture.

. No. 12
ECUADOR. DELEGATION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE UNITED NATIONS (1947)

Draft Charter of the Duties and Rights of States168

Article 1. States are juridica.::y equal between themselves; they have the
same rights and the saDne obligations.

Article 11. The rights enjoyed by each State, in accordance with inter
national law must be respected and protected by all the others; for rights and

1C&Text from United Nations document A/MO, 21 August 1947.
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duties are interdependent, and each State has the obligation to respect the
rights of all the others.

Article Ill. The States consider that republican and democratic principles
are essential for the maintenance of world peace.

Article IV. The maintenance of peace, based on justice and on law, is a
fundamental rule of conduct in relations between States and these have the right
to peaceful and secure development.

Article V. Good faith, a fundamental principle of international law, must
govern relations between States. Mutual trust in the pledged word is essential
for peaceful co-operation between them. Treaties freely and voluntarily con
cluded must be faithfully observed, without its being lawful for parties to
raise questions wliich may change their substance or obstruct their legal execu
tion; accordingly, Member States do not recognize as treaties those which have
been concluded in violation of the foregoing principles. Nevertheless, those
treaties shall be examined and revised which, by virtue of new circumstances,
admit of changes tending to improve or perfect relations between the High
Contracting Parties. There shall be no secret treaties, agreements or under
standings between Member States.

Article VI. It is the duty of States to guarantee the political existence of
each and all of them and to withhold recognition of new States which attempt
to constitute themselves on the basis of the dismemberment of existing States.

Article VII. The Government of each State is the representative organ of
States in international relations. Consequently, the coming into existence of a
de facto Government in any of the States shall not affect the normality nor the
continuity of pre-existing diplomatic relations between the State in which the
change of regime has taken place and other States, except when it has been
instituted in flagrant violation of democratic principles or when it endangers
peace. .

Article VIII. No State has the right to intervene in matters which appertain
solely to the domestic jurisdiction of another.

Article IX. It is illicit and unlawful to employ force between States, and no
State may take justice into its own hands, nor impose its demands by violence.
War is prohibited as an instrument of national policy. Accordingly, conquests,
occupations or territorial transfers effected by force or other means of effective
compulsion are not valid nor shall they be recognized as lawful in any degree.
Similarly, agreements or treaties concluded under duress or other forms of
coercion shall not be considered as binding between the parties nor in relation
to third parties.

Article X. The measures prescribed herein, or in the Charter of the United
Nations, for the maintenance of peace and security, in accordance with inter
national conventions, and those which any State may adopt in the exercise of
the inherent right of legitimate defence in case of armed attack, do not con
stitute a violation of the principles enumerated in this Charter.

Article XI. Any controversy which may arise between two or more States,
whatever its nature or origin shall be settled exclusively by pea!:eful means in
order> that neither peace nor justice nor international security may be endan
gered.

Article XII. Jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national ter
ritory applies to all inhabitants. Nationals and aliens are under the same pro
tection and must obey the national laws and the national authorities.
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Article XIII. It is the duty of States to guarantee the essential rights of

men, without distinction of race, sex or religion and to forbid anything Which

tends to menace, suspend or violate them.
Article XIV. Each State must watch over public health, strive to raise the

standard of living, combat unemployment and disseminate popular education,

so as to ensure the development of democracy and to bring about economic,

social and cultural progress.
Article XV. Economic co-operation is the duty of each State with the

object of promoting the common prosperity of all peoples and of avoiding

distress, poverty, malnutrition or ill-health, which, in affecting one of them,

affects them all.
Ariicle XVI. States shall have equal access to trade and the raw materials

of the world, and to the factors of production necessary for their industrializa

tion and economic development. Consequently they recognize the duty to co

operate in order to prevent and eliminate unjust discriminations; to lower

barriers hannful to international trade; to avoid practices which obstruct such

trade and eliminate the excesses which may result from economic nationalism.

Article XVII. Each State has the right to use the method of consultation to

bring to the attention of Govern~nents any proposal or situation in whose study

or solution the said States have a common interest.

Article XVIII. The State~ pledge themselves to observe the Good-Neighbour

Policy in their mutual relations.
Article XIX. It is the duty of States to fulfil with good faith the obligations

imposed upon them as Members of the Regional Community, of the United

Nations and of the World Community.
Article XX. It is the duty of States to respect and to enforce respect for

the personality, sovereignty and independence of each of their number.

Article XXI. Any infringement by one or more States of the territorial

integrity or inviolability or of the political sovereignty of a State, constitutes an

act of aggression against the others.
Article XXII. It is the duty of States to protect their inhabitants against

the use of scientific discoveries which may cause unrest, alann the people and

destroy the civilian population.
Article XXIII. States have the duty to encourage the development of the

arts and sciences and to promote their mutual development by means of cul

tural conventions.

4. DECLARATIONS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS

No. 13

SEVENTH UNIVERSAL PEACE CONGRESS (1896)

Principles of International Law169

Article 1. The principles of morality and of law in regard of nations are

of like character with those applicable to individuals.

1llOThis Declaration of Principles of International Law was issued by the Universal

Peace Con~ess at its Seventh Con!p"ess, held at Budapest in 1896. Text froID

Bulletin OUiciel du VIle Congres Umversel de la Paix tenu aBudapest du 17 au 22

septcmbre 1896. Redige et publie par les soins du Bureau International de la Paix

iI Berne (Berne, 1896), pp. 139-140.
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Article 2. No one has the right to be judge in his own cause.
Article 3. No State can of right declare war against another State.
Article 4. Every dispute between nations should be settled by a juridical

method.
Article 5.. The autonomy of every nation is inviolable.
Article 6. No right of conquest exists.
Article 7. Every nation has the right of legitimate self-defence.
Article 8. Every nation possesses the inalienable and imprescriptible right

of entire freedom in disposing of itself.
Article 9. Solidarity exists between all nations.

Chapter I. Definition of international personalities

Article 10. Nations are the only international personalities.
Article 11. A nation is a group of individuals, permanently occupying a

fixed territory and taking part in the formation of a common Government
charged with the administration of justice and the maintenance of order.

Article 12. The existence of each new nation shall be brought to the knowledge
of the other nations by a notification to be made of its constitution, the
limits of its territory and the composition of its Government.

Article 13. Every annexation of one nation to another shall be notified to
the other nations by each of the nations interested.

Chapter II. Nature of internatia;,al personalities

Article 14. Nations are soverei~ and equal.
Article 15. No nation can adopt a name, a flag, a seal or any other visible

sign which can create confusion between itself and another nation, unless it
has obtained in advance the assent of that nation.

4rticle 16. The nations may protest against acts contrary to morality and
law, committed by one of them and e'/entually refuse to continue ordinary
relations with such nations.

Article 17. The nations have the right of accrediting to any State which
prejudices others by the waste of its resources or which organizes or permits
the massacre of a portion of its subjects, a council of administration, the powers
and immunities of which shall be determined by an international treaty.

Article 18. The population of a colony, formed of individuals belonging to a
civilized nation, has the right of demanding its autonomy and of constituting
itself an independent nation.

Article 19. Colonies established on territories occupied by uncivilized or bar
barous races are presumed to have been constituted with the assent of the
natiqns. It shall be lawful for the nations to present their observations on the
maniJ.er in which these colonies are administered and to form themselves into
a conference for the purpose of arriving at a common agreement on measures
to be taken in any case where the nation interested takes no notice of these
observations.
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No. 14
AlIIERIC,\N INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL LAw (1916)

Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations;;:O

Whereas the municipal law of civilized nations recognizes anti protects the
right to life, the right to liberty, the right to the pursuit of happiness, as added
by the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America, the right
to legal equality, the right to property, and the right to the enjoyment of the
aforesaid rights; and

Whereas these fundamental rights, thus universally recognized, create a duty
on the part of the peC';.les of all nations to observe them; and

Whereas, liccording to the political philosophy of the Declaration of In.
dependence of the United States, and the universal practice of the American
Republics, nations or Governments are regarded as created by the people,
deriving their j'lst powers from the consent of the governed, and are instituted
among men to promote their safety and happiness and to secure to the people
the enjoyment of their fundamental rights; and

Whereas the nation is a moral or juristic person, the creature of law, and
subordinated to law as is the natural person in political society; and

Whereas we deem that these fundamental rights can be stated in terms of
international law and applied to the relations of the members of the society of
nations, one with another, just as th~f have been applied in the relations of
the citizens or subjects of the States forming the Society of Nations; and

Whereas these fundamental rights of national jurisprudence, namely, the right
to life, the right to liberty, the right to the pursuit of happiness, the right to
equality before the law, the right to property, and the right to the observance
thereof are, when stated in terms of international law, the right of the nation
to exist and to protect and to conserve its existence; the right of independence
and the freedom to develop itself without interference or control from other
nations; the right of equality in law and before law; the right to territory
within defined boundaries and to exclusive jurisdiction therein; and the right
to the observance of these fundamental rights; and

Whereas the rights and the duties of nations are, by virtue of'membership
in the society thereof, to be exercised and performed in accordance with the
exigencies of their mutual interdependence expressed in the preamble to the
Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes of the First
and Second Hague Peace Conferences, recognizing the solidarity which unites
the members of the society of civilized nations;

Therefore, The American Institute of International Law, at its first session,
held in the City of Washington, in the United States of Amuica, on the sixth
day of January, 1916, aliopts the following six articles, together with the com
mentary thereon, to be known as its

Declaration of the 'Rights and Duties of Nations
I. Every nation has the right to exist, and to protect and to conserve its

"'The American Institute of International Law, founded in 1916, is a non
governmental organization; in a sense it is the association of all the national
societies of international law of the American Republics. The present declaration
was the first scientific enactment of the Institute. Text from J. B. Scott, The
American Law Institute: Its Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Nations,
Washington, 1916, pp. 87-88.
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existence; but this right neither implies the right nor justifies the act of the
State to protect itself or to conserve its existence by the commission of unlawful
acts against innocent and unoffending States.

n. Every nation has the right to independence in the sense that, it has a
right to the pursuit of happiness and is free to develop itself without inter
ference or control from other States, provided that in so doing it does not
interfere with or violate the rights of other States.

In. Every nation is in law and before law the equal of every other nation
belonging to the society of nations, and all nations have the right to claim and,
according to the Declaration of Independence of the United States, "to assume,
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the
laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them".

IV. Every nation has the right to territory within defined boundaries and
to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its territory, and all persons whether
native or foreign found therein.

V. Every nation entitled to a right by the law of nations is entitled to have
that right respected and protected by all other nations, for right and duty are
correlative, and the right of one is the duty of all to observe.

VI. International law is at one and the same time both national and inter
national: nat;onal in the sense that it is the law of the land and applicable
as such to the decision of all questions involving its principles; international in
the sense that it is the law of the society of nations and applicable as such to
all questions betWeen and among the members of the society of nations involv
ing its principles.

No. 15
INTF..I<NATlONAL JURIDICAL UNION (1919)

Draft of a Declaration 'of Rights and Duties of Nations l71

The International Juridical Union,
Conscious of the need for a declaration of the fundamental Rights and Duties

of States in international relations;
Considering that this proclamation will help to assure the development of

international law and to facilitate the work of the League of Nations;
Adopts the following Declaration:
Article I. The State has tlle right to conserve and perpetuate its existence.
Article Il. The State is independent. The independence of the State is to

be understood in the sense that it may freely develop without interference on
the part of any other State, acting on its own authority, in the exercise, either
internal or external, of its activity.

Article Ill. States are equal before the law.
Equality in law implies equal co-operation in the regulation of the interests

of the international community, without necessarily conferring the right of
equal participation in the constitution and functioning of the organs estab
lished for the administration of these interests.

lnThe Union (Union ]uridique Internationale) was established in 1919, being
primarily composed of European jurists. Its draft declaration was adopted as an
outcome of the discussion by its members of the declaration of the American
Institute reproduced as No. 19 of thi~ appendix. French text ID Seances et Travau"
de l'Union ]uridique Internationale, 1920, vol. 2.

. . '
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Every State is limited in its rights by its obligation to respect the rights of
other States.

Article IV. The rights of each State are limited by the rights of other States.
States have duties toward one another.
All States likewise have duties toward the international community.
Article V. States must, in particular:
(a) Openly maintain international relations founded upon justice and equity;
(b) Rigorously observe the rules of international law;
(c) Scrupulously respect treaties;
(d' Execute in good faith the judgements rendered by Tribunals of Arbitra

tion;
(e) Not have recourse to arms without having exhausted all peaceful means

for the settlement of disputes;
(t) Unite their efforts to anticipate, prevent, and eventually put an end to

wars;
(g) Participate in the creation, functioning, and development of all inter

national services.
Article VI. In the accomplishment of their duties, as in the exercise of their

rights, States must be inspired by the thought that their mission is the joint
pursuit of human welfare through the progress of civilization.

No. 16
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL LAw (1925)

Project No. 5, Nations172

The American Republics . . . desirous of stating the elements which enter
into the international conception of the nation, have decided to adopt the
following convention:

Article 1. A nation as a person of international law should possess these
elements:

1. Population.
2. Territory. Nomadic tribes or peoples are thus excluded from this category.
3. A Government which represents the sovereign will.
4. The power of entering into relations with other nations.
5. A degree of civilization such as to enable it to observe the principles of

international law.
In this conception all the American Republics are nations.
Article 2. Nations are legally equal. The rights of each do not depend upon

the power at its command to ensure their exercise. Nations enjoy equal rights
and equal capacity to exercise them.

1'1ll The Governing Board of the Pan American Union requested on 2 January
1924 the American Institute of International Law to prepare a series of projects of
international law for the next meeting of the InternatIOnal Commission of American
Jurists. Project No. 5 was one of these projects. Text from the American Journal
of International Law, 1926. Special Supplement. p. 309.
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No. 17
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL LAw (1925)

Project No. 8, Fun. ;mental Rights of American Nationsl78

Whereas:
1. Since their independence the t\~-nerican R~publics have proclaimed and

maintained certain prL.'1ciples destined to secure their independence, liberty, and
unrestricted development;

2. Beginning with the nineteenth centUI'}' the said Republics have amplified
and developed those principles by their express or tacit consent;

3. It is necessary to state clearly those fundamental principles and at the
same time extend them to their reciprocal relations;

The American Republics have concluded the following project of Funda
mental Rights of the Republics of the American Continent:

Article 1. The following principles are declared to constitute American public
law and shall be applied and respected in America by all nations:

1. The American Republics, equal before international law, have the rights
inherent in complete independence, liberty, and sovereignty. Such rights can
in no way be restricted to the profit of another nation, even with the consent of
the inter,~sted American Republics.

2. NJ American Republic can cede any part whatever of its territory to
a non-American nation, even if it consents to do so.

3. No nation shall hereafter, for any reason whatsoever, directly or indirectly,
occupy even temporarily any portion of the territory of an American Republic
in order to exercise sovereignty therein, even with the consent of the said
Republic.

4-. No nation has a right to interfere in the internal or foreign affairs of an
American Republic against the will of that Republic. The sole lawful interven
tion is friendly and conciliatory action without any character of coercion.

Article 2. In case of violation of the provisions of the preceding articles by
one 'or more nations; or, in general, in case of menace, offence, or acts of
violence, individual or collective, committed by those nations with respect to an
American Republic, the continental solidarity will be affected thereby, and aliy
Am.erican Republic may address the Pan American Union with the object of
bringing about an exchange of views on the subject.

No. 18
INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION (1928)

Declaration of the Rights and Duties of States174

1. Relations between States are governed by the same general principles of
law and morality as relations between individuals.

113Cf. footnote to document No. 16 of this appendix. Text from op. cit., p. 313.
17< The Union is an unofficial organization. though it is composed of members of

national parliaments. In its twenty-fifth meeting. held at Berlin in 1928, the Union
issued the present declaration. Text from Union Interparlementaire. Compte
Rendu de la XXVeme ConjtJrence tenue a Berlin du 23 au 28 aout 1928. Publie
par le Bureau Interparlementaire (Lausanne etc. 1928). pp. 525-527.
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2. All States are solidary and form a de facto and de jure community.

3. The members of the community of States are equal before the law. ·Each
of them possesses within that community only those rights conferred on it by the
law of nations.

4. Treaties have the force of law between States. It is their strict duty to
respect them.

A treaty may only be annulled or modified with the consent of the States
concerned or in accordance with international law.

5. Every dispute between States which cannot be settled amicably must be .
settled by jurisdictional means, whether conciliatory, arbitral or contentious.
All States must carry out in good faith the judgement given.

6. No State has the right to be judge in its own case. All armed aggression
is a crime. The culprits shall be prosecuted in conformity with the law of
nations. .

7. A State victim of an armed aggression has the right of legitimate defence
and the community of States is obliged to lend it its support. A State is also
entitled to that support in the case of disregard or violation of an acknowledged
right.

8. The independence of each State is inviolable. There is no right of
conquest.

9. The peoples have the inalienable and imprescriptible right of free auto·
disposition.

Territorial modifications may only take place in conformity with international '
law.

10. States must not exploit for their own profit populations of different
civilization which are placed under their guardianship. It is their duty to co
operate in the improvement of their material, moral and intellectual conditions
in order to allow of their admission as early as possible into the community
of States.

The territories inhabited by those populations must, from a commercial and
industrial point of view, be open to the nationals of every country.

11. It is the duty of States to collaborate in every branch of human activity
and especially in those whose aim is to further the general welfare of mankind:

The community of States must guarantee for each of them the economic
conditions which are absolutely necessary for its existence and for its develop-'
ment.

12. In every State there should be granted to all citizens, without distiuction
of religion, race or nationality, the exercise of rights which will ensure the free
development of their own culture.

13. States mus~ on their respective territories, guarantee to all human beings,
without distinction of race, nationality, age or sex, and whatever may be their
religious, philosophical and social convictions, the full exercise of the rights
granted to their own nationals (political rights totally or partially excepted).

14. The members of the community of States must guarantee to all workers;
whether manual or intellectual, respect of their dignity, their right to work, t9
rest and leisure, and a fair remuneration for their labours.
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No. 19
INTERNATIONAL LAw OF THE FUTURE (1944)

Postulates, Principles and Proposals175

Principle 1. Each State has a legal duty to carry out in full good faith its
obligations under international law, and it may not invoke limitations con
tained in its own constitution or laws as an excuse for a failure to perform
thi3 duty.

Principle 2. Each State has a legal duty to see that conditions prevailing
within its own territory do not menace international peace and order, and to this
end it must treat its o\\-u population in a way which will not violate the dictates
of hum~·:..ity and justice or shock the conscience of mankind.

Principle 3. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from intervention in the
internal affairs of any other State.

Principle 4. Each State has a legal duty to prevent the organization within
itS territory of activities calculated to foment civil strife in the territory of any
other State.

Principle 5. Each State has a legal duty to co-operate with other States in
establishing and maintaining agencies of the community of States for dealing
with matters of concern to the community, and to collaborate in the work of
such agencies.

Principle 6. Each State has a legal duty to employ pacific means and none
but pacific means in seeking to settle its disputes with other States, and failing
settlement by other pacific means to accept the settlement of its disputes by
tl:e competent agency o~ the community of States.

Principle 7. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from any use of force
and from any threat to use force in its relations with another State, except
as authorized by the competent ~.gency of the community of States; but subject

. to immediate reference to and approval by the competent agency of the com
munity of States, a State may oppost' by force an unauthorized use of force
made against it by another State.

Principle 8. Each State has a legal duty to take, in co-operation with other
States, such measures as may be prescribed by the competent agency of the
community of States for preventing or suppressing a use of force by any State
in its relations with another State.

Principle 9. Each State has a legal duty to conform to the limitations pre
scribed by the competent agency of the community of States and to submit to
the supervision and control of such an agency, with respect to the size and type
of its armaments.

Principle 10. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from entering into any
agreement with another State, the performance of whicb would be inconsistent
with the discharge of its duties under general international law.

1711 The "Postulates. Principles and Proposals of the International Law of the
Future" were drafted by a group composed of some two hundred Americans and
Canadians. generally known as the "Hudson Committee". The "Principles"
reproduced here constitute a general statement of the rightS and duties of States.
Text from Camegie Endowment for International Peace. The International Law
of the Future: Postulctes, Principles and Proposals, Washington. 1944. pp. 7-8.
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B. TEXTS OF COMMENTS AND OlJSERVATIONS SUBMITTED
BY GOVERNMENTS WITH RESPECT Tet THE DRAFT DECLARATION

Third cont

Second cOl1lmunication111

1. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CANADA

'''''Originally issued in A/Ae.IO/39. p. 2.
"' Originally issued in A/400. p. 3.

(Signed) L. B. PEARSON

Under-Secretary of St;;te
for External Affairs
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Department of External Affairs. Canada
Ottawa. 12 May i947

First contl1lunication176

Ottawa, 19 July 1947

I have the honour to refer to your letter No. 904-3-2/0S of 2 July in con
nexion with the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented
by Panama and to my note No. 15 of 12 May.

A further examination has revealed that the Canadian Government and the
Canadian Bar Association (which is preparing a joint study on the matter with
the American Bar Association) will not be in a position to make a statement
on the whole subject of Rights and Duties of States for some time to come.
lucleed, I regret to say that the Canadian Government will not be in a position
to submit its observations before the next regular session of the General As
s::mbly.

I have the honour to inform you, however, that the Canadian Government
agrees with the recommendation of the Committee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its Codification that the General Assembly
entrust further study concerning the draft Declaration to the International Law
Commission which the Committee has proposed be established by the General
Assembly.

Sir:
I have the honour to refer to your letter 904-3-2/YLL of 11 February 1947,

concerning the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States and to my
letter of 20 February 1947, in which I advised you that th~ Canadian Go"ern
ment'would make every effort to forward to you before 1 June 1947, its com
ments and those of the national bodies of this country concerned with inter
national law.

The Canadian Bar Association. which is preparing a joint study on the matter
with the American Bar Association, will not be in a position to make a state
ment on the whole subject of the Rights and Duties of States much before the
middle of July of this year.

It is therefore with regret that the Canadian Government feels it will be un
able to forward its comments and those of the national bodies of this country
concerned with international law much before the end of July, 1947.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assuranc('s of my highest consideration.
(Signed) E. R. HOPKINS

For Secretary of State
for External Affairs

•• 'If
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ThIrd communication
Ottawa, 7 April 1948

The Secretary of State for External Affairs of Canada presents his compli
ments to the Secretary.General of the United Nations and has the honour to
refer to the Secretary-Genera!'s Note No. C.N.9.1948. Legal of 13 February
1948 regarding the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States pre
sented by the Governmen~ of Panama.

In Note No. 18 of the Secretary of State for External Affairs, dated 19 July
1947, the Secretary-General was informed that the Canadian Government
would not be in a position to make a statement on the whole subject of Rights
and Duties of States for som~ time to come. A further examination of this
matter in consultation with the Canadian Bar Associatiol'. now reveals that
the situation has not changed. The Secretary of State for External Affairs
therefore regrets that the Canadian Government is not yet in a position to sub
mit its comments and observations concerning the draft Declaration on Rights
and Duties of Gtates.

2. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIAl78

Office of the Czechoslovak Delegate
to the United Nations

New York, 11 August 1947

Referring to your letter No. 904-3-2/YLL, dated 11 February 1947, concerning
the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama,
I have the honour to submit the following observations of my Government:

The Panama proposal is, without doubt, a very interesting and meritorious
effort to bring forth the question. of codification of the rights and duties of
States for discussion in the United Nations. The main point of the proposal,
while following the aims, with which it is to be agreed, from the standpoint
of legal and political organization of international association of States, lies
basically in the problem to what extent and in what form its principles should
be' realized and made obligatory for Member States of the United Nations.

According to the report and accompanying explanatory remarks, concerning
the proposal, its task should be to supplement and concreteiy broaden the
principles contained in the Charter of the United Nations. Undoubtedly, every
thing contained in the Panama proposal may be brought into connexion with
the provisions of the Charter, either directly or indirectly. Therefore, it deals
essentially with the interpretation of the Charter, i.e., with the q\.lestion from
the constitutional standpoint of tht United Nations which is both inherent and
difficult. If the authors of the Charter were content with more general formula
tions, legally less binding, the reason for it lay in existing possibilities as they
were manifested at the San Francisco Conference, whose final outcome was
the result of an attainable compromise. It is hardly to be expected, therefore,
that a proposal, which actually would mean an interpretation of the Charter
in a broadening and supplementary sense, could be immediately successful.

Out of this situation arises the preliminary fundamental question of the
Declaration of Rights and Duties of States towards the Charter of the United
Nations. It is a matter for consideration whether the adoption of an inter-

n. Originally issued in A{400. p. 3.
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national convention dealing with the solution of the same problems as the
Charter itself, would not considerably reduce the strength and persuasive
power as well as the l;loral, political and judicial prestige of the Charter. Db
cussions conducted in this respect during the second part of the first General
Assembly in New York plainly revealed the difficulties of this problem.

These preliminary notes lead to the conclusion that this question, which was
the subject of studies of the doctrines of international law and found expression
in international declarations, requires further investigation, not only with
respect to substance and form, but also with respect to the methods of carrying
out the aims which are here pursued. The Czechoslovak Government therefore
welcomed the resolution of the General Assembly, according to which a com
mittee; entrusted with the study of methods of codification of international
law, will deal with tltis problem.

(Signed) Jan PAPANEK

3. COMMUNiCATION RECEIVED FROM DENMARK179

Permanent Delegation of
Denmark to the United Nations
New York, 22 September 1947

Referring to your letter 904-3-2/YLL of 11 February 1947, addressed to the
Foreign Minister concerning the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties
of States, I have the honour to transmit the attached comments submitted by
the Forcign Office in consultation with the Ministry of Justice.

(Signed) William BORBERG

DANISH COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT DECLARATl()N ON RIGHTS AND DUTIES

OF STATES PRESENTED BY PANAMA

Re 1. This item seems to be superfluous and the wording too abstract and
tautological. The very question is, what is to be understood by "unjust acts".
It is proposed to give the provision a more concrete wording, e.g., in accord
ance with Article 10 of the League of Nations Covenant; cf. also item [article]
16:

"Every State is entitled to recognition of its territorial integrity and existing
political independence. Changes herein can only be made with it;, own voluntary
consent."

Re 7. Denmark has a limited consular jurisdiction in Egypt.
Re 10. This provision seems to be superfluous and so ought to be deleted.

A limit to the rights of the State is set not alone by the rights of other States,
but also by the rights of its own nationals; cf. also item [article] 21.

Re 14. Denmark accepts in principle this opinion. Danish courts of law and
other public authorities are obliged to apply the principles and rules of inter
national law generally acknowledged when their application is at issue. But,
on the other hand, according to the Danish conception of law, Danish authorities
cannot apply more specific rules of international law warranted by inter
national treaties or other agreements till they have been publicly announced in
Denmark, by way of acts of law or in other official ways, as legally binding.

1ft Originally issued in A/400. p. 4.
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Re 16. It is proposed to delete the words: "as an instrument of national or
international policy," as these words seem to be superfluous and apt to efface
the ruie.

Re 17. According to Danish opinion a statement of the limitations of the
right of self-defence and its distinction from the traditional unlimited defensive
war is needed. The following addition is proposed:

"The exercise of the right of self-defence presupposes that an attack by some
other State is imminent or has already been commenced, and it must not be
used to any further extent than necessary to repel such an attack. To protect
any rights which one State may have in the territory of another State, the
right of self-defence must not be exercised to any greater extent than is gen
erally permitted by the national law of the latter State."

4. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLICl80

[Original: Spanish]
Secretariat of State
for Foreign Affairs

Ciudad Trujillo, 4 June 1947

I have the honour to refer to your communication No. 904-3-2/YLL, dated 11
February 1947, and to the communication from this Chancellery No. 4595,
dated 22 February 1947, relating to the preliminary draft Declaration of the
Rights and Dutie. of States, formulated by the delegation of Panama.

I enclose a memorandum which contains provisional comments and observa
tions of the Dominican Chancellery on the above-mentioned drut, thus fulfilling
the resclution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on
11 December 1946 on this matter.

It should be noted that the comments, observations and amendments con
tained in the above-mentioned memorandum are provisionJ and might, con
sequently, be amplified, restricted or modified later.

(Signed) Arturo DESPRADEL

COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS OF THE DOM1NlCAN CHANCELLERY ON THE
DRAFT DECLARATION OF THE RiGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES, FORMULATED

BY THE GoVERNMENT OF PANAMA

Ciudad Trujillo, 30 May 1947

An examination of the Panama draft shows that the fundamental questions a
document of this nature should contain have been included. The Chanc~llery

feels that the text might, in principle, satisfy the aim of the Member Govern
ments of the United Nations to adopt a conventional Declaration of Rights
and Duties of States, which might serve to determine the basic rules of
international law.

It should be observed, nevertheless, that the Panama draft does not always
follow a methodical order, and that on occasion it separates or isolates rights
and duties which, because of their interrelation, might be placed together, for
their better comprehension and unity, and to avoid diffuseness in the draft.

lBoOriginally issued in AJ400. p. 6.
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Thus, for example, the texts of the first and third rights of States might be
combined, one dealing with the right to national existence, and the other with
the right to e:dstfl7lce, indepltndent of recognition.

In the same way, articles 10 and 13, whose provisions are connected, and
which deal respectively with tfle limitation of the rights of the State and with
the authority of inteT1lati01wl law; and articles 19 and 20 which refer to
co-operation among States and have the same objective, mil(ht be combined
in one tCYt.

Further, the Dominican Chancellery suggests that mticles 5 and 23 might h~

changed in sueh a way that the fundamental questions with which they deal,
namely. the princ.iple of non-intervention and equal treatment in international
commercial refations, should be better defined,

Thus article 5 might say:
"The right of non-intervention. No State has the right to interfere in the

in~ernal or ,~xternal affairs of another State, individually or in conjunction
With others.

In this manner, it would he made clear that States arc bound not only to
individual non-intervention but also to collcctivc non-intervcntion-which an
attempt has been made to introduce on some occasions-except in cases where
international peace might be menaced and in accordance with the specific
rules of the Charter of the United Nations.

An additional clause might be added at the end of the second paragraph of
article 23 as follows:

"Equality of treatment and the adoption of just and equitable procedures
in commercial exchange are recognized as fundamental principles of the law
of nations."

In this forol, the Dec!aratIon would guarantee the even development of
international trade and would tend to promote mutually advantageous relations
among all nations.

Lastly, the Dominican Chancellery notes that the comm;:nts, C'bservations and
amendments contained in the present memorandum are ir, no way final, and
might consequently be amplified, restricted or modified later.

5. COMMUNICATION RECEIVl",D FROM ECUADOR181

Delegation of Ecuador
to the United Nations

New York, 17 September 1947

The Chairman of the delegation of Ecuador to the General Assembly of
the United Nations presents his compliments to His Excellency the Secretary
General of the United Nations and has the honour to request that the draft
Charter of the Duties and Rights of States submitted by the Government of
Ecuador (document A/340) be considered as the expression of its points of
view on the matter according to resolution 38 (I) of the General Assembly,
adopted 11 December 1946.

1.610riginally issued as A/390, reproduced in fuIl on pp. 152-154 above.
See also A/4OO, p. 9.
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6. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM EL SALVADORl82

[Original: Spanish]
San Salvador, 28 April 1947

Dear Sir:
I have received the Secretariat's note dated 11 February 1947 transmitting

the text of the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States submitted

by Panama, and asking, at the same time, for the comments and observations

of this Govel'llment upon it.
In reply, I have pleasure in stating that this Ministry is of the. opinion that

the draft Ded~,ration submitted by the Foreign Ministry of Panama is a clearly

expressed text, concise, but at the same time comprehensive in its terms, which

covers the whole question of the rights and duties of States, as the Foreign

Minister Dr. Alfaro so ably points out in his explanatory note attached to the

draft Declaration.
For the above reasons, my Government expresses its full approval of the

Declaration of the Foreign Ministry of Panama, which it considers an admirable

piece of work.
(Signed) Emesto A. Nufm.:

7. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM CREECE188

[Original: French]
Permanent Greek Delegation

to the United Nations
New York, 4 September 1947

In your letter of 11 February 1947, reference 904-3.2/YL:.., you were kind

enough to invite the Royal Greek Government to communicate to you its

comments and observations on' the draft Declaration of the Right': anci Duties

of States submitted to the United Nations General Assembly by the delt:!5ation

of Panama. On the iustructions of my Government I informed you in my

letter of 24 June 1947, No. 2082, that Greece has always been guided in her

international relations by the principles laid down in the draft Declaration in

question.
In reply to your letter of 2 July 1947, reference 904-3-3/0S, I have the

honour to send you herewith the provisional observations of the Greek Govern·

ment. I should like to add that my Government reserves the right to give its

final views on the subject after it has studied the observations of other

Governments.
(Signed) Alexis KYROU

Permanent Representative 'If Greece
to the United Nations

OBSERVATIONS OF THE GREEK GoVERNMENT ON THI: DRAFT DECLARATION

OF THE R1GHTS AND DU1:..Ef; OF STATES

General observations

The Greek Government believes that the Dl:claration of the Rights and

D:Ities of States should merely enumerate a limited number of principles and

:Ill:! Originally issued in A/AC.lO /39, p. 3.
lBllOriginally issued in A/400, p. 9.
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postulates accepted by all the members of the international community in their
relations with one another.

The Greek Government accordingly considers iliat secondary rules, explaining
the principles laid down (e.g., article 3 of the draft) or concerning their prac
tical application (e.g., article 8 of the draft), should be omitted from the
Declaration.

The reason for this is, firstly, because it is contrary to the nature of a declara
tion of principles that it should simultaneously lay down secondary or technical
rules and, secondly, because differences of opinion might arise as to whether
these rules were consi$tent with existing rules of law.

The Greek Government also thinks it inadvisable to include in the Dec
laration principles which are laid down solely by private international law (see
articles 19 and 20 of the draft), but are not recognized by general international
b.w. In its opinion, a proclamation of such general scope as the Declaration
in question ~hould be confined to principles which can be based on general
international law or on generally accepted postulates.

With these ideas in mind, the Greek Government makes the following
observations:

Observations on separate articles
Article 1. Substitute the following wording: "Every State has the right to

exist." We think it sufficient to proclaim the right to existence. The right to
maintain existence is covered by the right of legitimate defence laid down in
a..ticle 17 of the draft. The right to exist implies the right to maintain exist
ence. The sentence: "this right does not, however, imply that a State is entitled
to commit, or is justified in committing, unjust acts towards other States in
order to protect and preserve its existence", is too vague, particularly because
of the use of the term "unjust", and should be deleted.

Article 2. This article should be shortened to read as follows: "Every State
is entitled to have its existence reco{;nized." The rest of the wording concerning
the detailed application of the right to recognition of existence should be
deleted.

Article 3. This article should be confined to the simple statement that the
political existence of the State is independent of its recognition by other States.

Article 4. This article should be replaced by the following text: "Every
State shall be bound to respect the indept'.ndence and territorial integrity of
other St~tes and to prevent the organization on its territory of activities directed
against another State or designed to foment civil war on. the territory of
another State."

Article 6. This article should merely state the principle that States are
juridically equal, the. rest of the wording being a natural consequence of the
adoptioIt of that principle. Article 6 should follow article 3 arld should simply
say: "Every State is, in law, equal to all the others which make up the
communi~y of States."

Article 7. As there are exceptions to the rule laid down in this article, it
should be drafted as follows: "Every State is, in principle, entitled to exercise
exclusive jurisdiction over its territory."

The second paragraph of article 7 should be deleted as it does not cor
respond to existing international law.

Article 8. If it is in principle agreed to insert this article in the Declaration,
it should be limited to a statement of the principle that "Every State is en-
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titled to intervene with another State for the protection of its nationals". The
rest of the text of this article merely lays down rules for the application of
the general principle and should be deleted. This article should come after
article 5.

Article 9. This article should be deleted as being out of place in a Dec
laration of L'le Rights and Duties of States.

Article 10. This article should be replaced by the following text: "When a
State exercises the rights conferred on it by internatioll:11 law it should refrain
from the abusive exercise of such rights."

Articles 11 and 12. The texts of articles 11 and 12, which partly repeat each
other, should be combined to form a single article drafted as follows: "States
shall be bound to discharge their international obligations in good faith, and
not to plead their national legislation as an excuse for fallure to honour their
international obligations."

Article 13. This text does not seem essential in a general prC'clamation such
as the Declaration of the Rights and Duties of States.

Article 14. This article does not correspond with the practice of several
States and would be unlikely to be adopted. Moreover, it seems inadvisable to
include a text such as this among the principles of a Declaration of the Rights
and Duties of States.

Article 16. This article should be replaced by the following text: "States
shall be bound to ~efrain from the use of force in their relations with other
States." This drafting seems simpler and at the same time covers all the
cases ~nentioned in article 16 of the draft.

Article 17. It mould be sufficient to proclaim the right of legitimate defence
without further explanations or details of its implementation.

Artides 19 and 20. These two articles ought not to appear in the propvsed
Declaration, since the obligatiops in question are established by particular inter
I1ationallaw (Ch~rter of the United Nations) and not by general international
law (on this point, see under "General Observations" above).

Article 22. See the drafting of article 4 as proposed above.
Article 23. Though the principles it expresses are im~1)rtant, this article

seems out of place in the present D~claration.

Article 24. Same observations for this article. While the first part of the
text appears to require no comment, the second part pertains to particular inter
national law (Charter of the United Nations).

8. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM INDIA184

First communication
New Delhi, 26 September 1947

Sir,
I have the honour to refer to your letter No. 904-3-2/0S dated 2 July 1947,

and to state that it is regretted that it has not been possible for the Govern
ment of India to scrutinize in detail the dra.~ Declar-ation on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama and to furnish their comments and
observations on it before the opening of the second regular session of the
General Assembly. The Government of India, however, agree y.ith the recom
mendation of the Committee on the Progressive Development of International

18< Originally issued as A/400/Add.2.
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Law and its Codification that further study concerning the draft Declaration
be entrusted to the International Law Commiusion proposed to be established
by the General Assembly.

(Signed) R. R. SAKSENA
Joint Secretary to the Government of IndiG

New Delhi, 11 June 1948
Second coml111llllcati,,'l

The Minister for External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations presents
his compliments n the Secretary-General and, with reference to his Note No.
C.N.9:1948 Legal, dated 13 February 1948, has the honour to forward herewith
the comments of the Government of India on the draft Declaration submitted
by the delegation of Panama regarding the Rights and Duties of States.

2. The views of the Government of India are provisional and tentative, and
they reseiVe the right to modify or alter them when the subject comes up for
discussion before the appropriate body of the United Nations.

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES, DRAFT DECLARATION SUBMITTED
BY THE DELEGATION OF PANAMA

Preliminary

The Declaration enumerates various rights and duties of States without
defining what a "State" is. If it were not to lose much of its value a definition
of State should be included in it. The Government of India suggest in this
connexion that a standard definition of the State, e.g., that given in Oppen
heim's International Law be adopted. The State should have the following
essentials:

( 1) It should consist of people of both sexes of all communities, etc.;
(2) Country or territory;
(3) Orderly Government; and
(4) Sovereignty.
With regard to the last of these essentials it would be enough to say that a

State should have, in the main, independence internally and externally.
2. On certain articles of the Declaration on which no comments are offered

it may be assumed that the Government of India are in general agreement
with them.

Preamble
The Government of India consider that the expression "a decisive factor"

in clause 3 is an obvious exaggeration and suggest that it be replaced with "an
important factor".

Article 1
The Government of India suggest the following redraft:
"Every State has the right to exist, and subject as hereinafter provided,
(1) The right to protect itself against an impending injury of a grave

character which is immediately threatened from the territory of another State
in circumstances where an appeal to the latter would be of no avail;

(2) The right to protect itself against an impending injury of a grave
character which is threatened from the high seas by a vessel flying a foreign
flag;
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(3) The right to exercise a jurisdiction over vessels reasonably suspected of
piracy, to the extent of ascertaining their true character;

(4) The right in time of war to protect itself against acts done by neutrals
likely to prejudice thc conduct of its military or naval operations;

(5) The right to vindicate any infraction of its territorial laws by immediate
pursuit and arrest;

(6) The right to intervene for the protection of the person, property and
interests of its nationals outside the limits of its own territory."

In the alternative the Government of India suggest that the second part of
this article should read as follows:

"This right does not, however, imply that a State is entitled to commit or
justified in committing acts towards other States which are not in accordance
with the principle of international law or the United Nations Charter."

Article 2
With a view to allowing a State the discretion to recognize or not a par

ticular State and removing the unconditionality and irrevocability of recogni
tion, the Government of India suggest either the omission of this article or its
replacement by an article in the following terms:

"Every State has the right to recognize another State. The recognition of
thc existence of a State signifies that a State recognizing it accepts the person
of the State recognized together with ali the rights and duties which arise
out of international law."

Article 5
The proviso "except in so far as pe,rmitted by the provisions of the United

Nations Charter or of thc principle of international law" might be added to
the article as it stands.

Article 6
The words "and has the right to claim and assume, as among the Powers

of the world, that position of equality to which natural law entitles it" may be
deleted.

Article 7
The second sentence dealing with rights is out of pl..ice in the article on

jurisdiction. It may be omitted.
Article 8

This may be replaced with the following:
"Every State is entitled to intervention with another State in. favour of its

own nationals acting through diplomatic channels and in reasonable and cour
teous manner."

Article 9 '
The words "and protected" may be omitted, as it would be neither possible :1

nor desirable to throw the responsibility of protecting any other State in the I

world on the rest of the States.
Article 14

The Government of India cannot subscribe to the view that international
law is also national. They agree however that national law should be in con
formity with international law.

Article 15
To make this article definite and precise it may be redrafted as follows:
"It is the duty of every State to settle its international disputes by peaceful

means."
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Atticl, 18

The Government of India agree to the principle underlying this article but
desire to point out the practical difficulties, e.g., a territory may be acquired
by a State and be under its administration for a very long time. In such a
case it would not be possible or praetlcnl to refuse recognition.

Atticle 21
The following words may be added to this article: "and in a manner which

promotes respect for human rights and for fundamental f1'eedoms for all with
out distinction as to met, sex, lan~llage or religion".

Atticl/t 23
The Government of India feci that this article is out of place in the draft

Declnrntion and point out that its consideration properly belongs to the Inter
national Trade Organi7,l\tion.

9. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM MEXIC018G
[Original: Spanish]

7 June 1947

In the first place the Government of Mexico would like to express its sincere
pleasure at the motion submitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations by the delegation of Panama calling upon the United Nations to
adopt a "Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States" for the purpose of
defining and laying down in concrete and precise form a!id for universal
observance, the basic principles on which the structure of international law is
founded.

When submitting her comments and observations on the Dumbarton Oaks
Proposals for the establishment of a general international organization, Mexico
fully realized that an instrument of this kind had to be prepared for adoption
and observance by all the nations. On a previous occasion, when submitting
her draft constitution of a permanent union of nations on 5 September 1944,
Me...aco gave a prominent place in those suggestions to the recognition of
international law as the basic rule of conduct for Governments. At that time
she proposed that, simultaneously with a Declaration of the International
Rights and Duties of Man, a committee of experts of the United Nations
should prepare a Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States, both to be
reproduced as annexes to the covenant or charter of the new world association
of nations. At the San Francisco Conference, the Mexican delegation, as is
recalled in the explanatory note accompanying the Panama draft, was one of
those proposing the addition of such a document to the Charter which was
then under consideration.

Against such a background, not to mention other circumstances less imme
diately relevant, the Government of Mexico cannot but welcome with sincere
pleasure the happy initiative taken by the distinguished chairman of the delega
tion of Panama, the eminent internationalist Dr. Ricardo AIfaro, and has great
pleasure ill offering its cordial support for this noble effort.

In the presence of a purpose of the nature here pursued, which is likely to
offer technical rather than doctrinal difficulties in its accomplishment, the
Government of Mexico has not departed from the view expressed at San Fran
cisco that this task should be performed in its preparatory stage by a committee.

"'uriginaIly issued as A/AC.IO/39/Add.2/Corr.l.
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Thc General Asscmbly c1eady held the same view when it referred this ques
tiOIl to the considcration of the Committee established by it for the Progressive
Dcvelopmcnt of International Law and its Codification, with instructions to
analysc thc subjcrt and, :lftcr study and preliminary debate, to report back to
thc Asscmbly itsclf.

In thcsc circumstanccs, thc Government of Mexico expresses the sincere wish
that this Committcc may be successful in its work, and hopes to be informed
of thc results so as to bc in a position to state its views on the text of the draft
dcclaration.

The Gcncral Asscmbly, however, by its resolution of 11 December 1946,
invited all Mcmbcrs of thc United Nations to submit their comments and
obsclvations to thc Committee on the Progressive Devclopment of International
Lltw and its Codification. Accordingly the Government of Mexico wishes for
the moment to state the following points:

(a) It reiterates its conviction that a United Nations Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States for universal observance should be adopted, and
that SUdl Declaration should have binding contractual force in as precise terms
as possible.

(b) It considers that the draft submitted by the delegation of Panama is a
valuable basis of discussion, and should be analysed with a view to the prepara
tion of as fuU a document as the necessary consensus ef opinion may permit.

(c) It considers it premature to make comments on style or drafting points,
especially since it has not the Spanish text before it; but it naturally reserves
the right to make sucl1 comments as soon as it has had an opportunity of
considering the work whicl1 is being done by the Committee 0'1 the Progressive
Devdopment of International Law and its Codification.

(d) For the time being, it has no eomments on the substance of clauses 1,
2, 3, 4 and 5 of the draft whicl1'comprise the following rights and duties: right
to national existence, recognition of the existence of the State, right to existence
independent of recognition, right to independence, duty of non-intervention.

(e) It feels that for the purpose of substantiating and strengthening the
very sound principle of the legal equality of States laid down by clause 6 it
would be preferable to omit any allusion to philosophical ideas and hence not
to refer to natural law as the basis of sucl1 equality, whicl1 is established in
various international instruments.

(f) It interprets clause 7 (whicl1 concerns the exclusive jurisdiction of the
State over its territory and over all nationals or foreigners within that territory)
to mean that the State is under no obligation to g:.-ant to aliens all the rights
enjoyed by nationals, for sucl1 a procedure would, at least so far as political
rights are concerned, be improper.

(g) It considers that clause 8 should provide that the right to intercession
or Cliplomatic representations (words whicl1 seem preferable to "intervention"
as used in the draft) should be subject to the condition that all legal processes
(and not only appeals to the same) should have been exhausted, and that
sucl1 right should be limited by the duty of an alien not to invoke his Govern
ment's protection, and of the Government not to grant it, whenever sucl1 alien
has freely and unreservedly undertaken to submit himself exclusively to the
decision of the local courts. Hence it is recommended that the draft declara
tion should contain a provision expressly stating that diplomatic interventiGn
is out of place in cases where the persons concerned have previously waived it.

. . '
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It should also be mentioned expressly that recourse to diplomatic representa
tions should be subject to the condition that legal processes have been ex
hausted.

(") For the time bcing, it does not offer any comments on the substance
of clauses 9 and 10.

(i) Clause 11 refers to the duty of every State to fulfil in good f~ith the
obligations arising from treaties and to respect the sanctity of the pledged
word. In this case, it would seem advisable to make provision for the pos
sibility of an unforeseen change in the circumstances determining an inter
national obligation, when such change occurs through no fault of the party
bound but lJrevents such party from carrying out the agreement. In such a
C:lse it should be provided that good faith must be shown not only by the
party bound but also by the party benefiting under the agreement.

(j) It is of the oPinion that so long as the codification of the international
law is not an accomplished fact, the application of the noble principles enun
ciated in clauses 12, 13 and 14 of the Panama draft (the value of which the
GovCl'lllllent of Mexico fully recognizes) may give rise to serious difficulties
owitig to the variety of opinions on institutions or principles of international law
which arc not univcrsally recognized. The Government of Mexico would like
the United Nations to endeavoUT to define the areas of international jurisdiction
and of e.xclusively domestic jurisdiction. Pending an acceptable solution of this
problem, the Government of Mexico suggests that, to avoid sacrificing the
noble ideas of clauses 12, 13 and 14, the relevant part of the draft declaration
should confine itself to stating explicitly that the sovereignty of States shall be
subject to such provisions of international law as are embodied in the Declara
tion on Rights and Duties of States.

(k) For the moment there are no comments on clause 15.
(I) It is suggested that in addition to the reference to international order

(which is inviolable), clause 16 should contain a reference to the concepts of
international justice or law.

(111) For the moment there are no comments on clause 17.
(n) It proposes adding the principle that territorial acquisitions effected

by means incompatible with international law or justice shall also not be
recognized.

(0) For the time being there are no comments on clauses 19 and 20.
(p) It proposes with reference to clause 21 that it should be established

that the fulfilment of such an obligation should not be subject to the unilateral
pressure of another State or States, since any such action would violate the
principle of non-intervention and might offer a pretext for undue political
coercion, as happened during the Nazi regime in the case of German minorities
living in various countries of Europe before the war.

(q) For the time being there are no observations on clause 22.
(r) It considers that the principle stated in clause 23 of the draft calls for

specially careful consideration. Due recognition should be given to the reasons
which might prompt industrially less-developed countries with low standards
of living to adopt specified measures of protection with a view to stimulating
yield and legitimate development, for the purpose not of attaining self
sufficiency, but of being able truly and actively to co-operate in the various
economic forms of international solidarity. It should also be clearly stated
v.ilat legal or economic means are to be considered as artificial and whether in
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the economic development of a country there should be preferential treatment

for nations.
(s) For the time being there are no comments on clause 24.

Mexico, D.F., May 1947

10. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM THE NETHERLANDS186

Netherlands Delegation
to the United Nations

New York, 23 June 1947

With reference to your circular letter dated 11 February 1947, No. 904-3

2/YLL containing a request for comments and observations on the text of the

draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama,

I have the honour to inform you, under instructions from the Netherlands

Government, that my Government is in agreement with the observations pre

sented by the Swedish Government on 30 May 1947 regarding this matter.1S6n

The Netherlands Government considers it advisable in particular to post

pone further study of the Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States until

the procedure for the general codification of international law has been agreed

upon.
(Signed) Maria Z. N. WITTEVEEN
Acting Netherlands Representative

to the United Nations

11. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM NEW ZEALAND

First communication1S7

Wellington, 25 July 1947

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, reference 904-3

2/0S, of 2 July addressed to the Minister of External Affairs, on the subject

of .the Panamanian draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States.

The views of the New Zealand Government on this draft have not yet been

finally formulated, but I am now able, in satisfaction of the second of your

requests, to forward a copy of a paper on this subject written by Professor R. O.

Mc~han, Professor of Jurisprudence and Constitutional Law at Victoria

University College, Wellington, and who is a leading authority in New Zealand

on international law.
(Signed) A. D. MclNTosH
Secretary of External Affairs

Second communication
Wellington, 9 April 1948

The Minister of External Affairs presents his compliments to the Secretary

General of the United Nations, and has the honour to acknowledge receipt

of the Secretary-General's note (C.N.9.1948.Legal) of 13 February, concern

ing the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by the

Government of Panama.

1860riginally issued in A/400, p. 13
186nSee p. 182 below.

" .
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The Minister notes from the resolution of the General Assembly under
reference in the Secretary-General's note that this Declaration is to be consid
ercd by the Intcrnational Law Commission. The Minister trusts that the
commentary on the Panamanian draft prepared by Professor R. McGehan
and fOl'Warded to the Secretary-General under cover of letter No. 88 of 25
July 1947 from the Secretary of External Affairs may be of some assistance to
the Commission in its consideration of tlus matter.

The Minister has, however, the honour to inform the Secretary-General
that the New Zealand Government do not desire to submit official views on
the Declaration in advance of its consideration by the International Law
Commission.

(Signed) J. V. WILSON

PANAMANIAN DRAFT DBOLARATlON ON THE RIGHTS AND Du'nBs OF STATES18in

Papor written by Professor R. O. McGehan

Much of the difficulty I had with dUs draft has arisen from the legal termin
ology used. Quite often a "right" has been asserted wh!ch, if literal meaning
be given tile words used, is wide-ranging indeed. But many such rights on
analysis turn out to be a group of somewhat narrower duties. Yet the rights
of one State are no more and no less than the duties others owe to it. Before any
State agrees to a statement of the rights of another, it should be satisfied as to
e.'\:actly what ilre to be its duties to that other. In my comment, therefore, I
have sought to avoid support for rights expressed in wide terms when all that
other States would, I feel sure, be prepared to undertake would be a somewhat
narrower duty. I have done this in the conviction that international law gains
fl'Om the undertaking of duties one is prepared to carry out, more than it can
from assertion of more wide-ranging rights one would like to feel one possessed.
Not much is gained by expressing your right widely and having heated and
endless dispute over its alleged infringement; better to exact a precisely formu
lated duty.

Another difficulty has arisen from the use of the word "right" where no cor
relative duty is involved, when all that is meant is that one is free to act in a
certain way. I take it that in law one is always free to act in a given way if
one is not under a duty not to do so and that these freedoms are numerous and
need no statement in treaty form. Particularly is it necessary to avoid state
ment of one's "right", for it suggests another's correlative duty when no such
duty exists.

Neither do we need to put into treaty form statements of legal principles
which are really no more than corollaries of the existence of a legal system. This
is developed under 6, following.

1. The right to national existence
"Every State h!!5 a right to exist."
I regard such a declaration as altogether too wide. Read with paragraph 2

"State" would seem to include a State as yet unrecognized by the community of
nations. "State" needs precise definition. Again, does "State" include semi
sovereign as well as sovereign States? It would be unwise to commit ourselves
to support the right to exist of semi-sovereign States.

187aOriginally issued in Aj400. pp. 14-19.
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Apart altogether from the ambiguity of "State" I think that the word "right"

carries obligation too far. The right of the State to existence would involve

the duty of other States to keep it in existence. But States might fail to exist

for a variety of reasons, and it might often be better to let them fail. All that

would be involved in a positive duty to maintain the existence of States cannot

be envisaged. Much less is intended, and only the duties intended should be

set out.
"Right to protect and preserve its existence."

We should not recognize so wide a right. A right of self-defence is as far

as we should, in my opinion, go. Particularly is this so in view of persistent dis

tinction in international law writers between "self-preservation" and "self

defence" (Oppenheim, fifth edition, vol. 1, p. 214; Hyde, second edition, 23i).

The term "unjust acts" in the proviso raises further uncertainty. What is

"just" and what is "unjust" would involve endless controversy. Apparently the

proviso would commit us to refrain from doing by way of self-defence what is

legal but not "just". I don't see why we should do so.

2. Recognition of the existence of the State

The present law does not include a duty to recognize new States; hence there

is no right of such States to recognition. (Oppenheim, ibid, 120). It is much

safer to insist that we are under no legal duty to recognize, for by doing so we

avoid controversy between parent States and States claiming to have established

independence.
The objection is to the first, not to the last two sentences; the latter seem to

me to state the present law accurately.

3. The right to existence, independent of recognition

As the circumstances of unrecognized States must vary considerably, it would

seem unwise to state explicitly in advance what are the duties of other States

towards them.
It should be noted that the last section of article 3 of the Convention of

Montevideo, cited as a precedent, has been omitted in this draft. The omis

sion might affect the construction of 3, with what result it is difficult to say.

4. The right to independence

The difficulty here is to define what a right of independence involves. Hall

refers to it as "liberty of action within the law" (Hall, eighth edition, p. 55). A

State's "independence" consists in what it can do without breach of the law

on its part. As sud1, I have explained above, it needs no affirmation in treaty

form. The word "legitimate" should be omitted in any case--"legal" perhaps.

Apparently the clause does not deal with any duties on the part of other

States-but, as I have explained above, the word "right" involves "duties", and

is for that reason a dangerous one to use.

5. The duty of non-intervention

The statement of this rule without exception goes beyond existing international

law. The exceptions are set out in Oppenheim (ibid., 251-253). It is not

obvious that the exceptions are either obsolete or replaced by the United Na

tions Organization.
See, too, comment by Mr. Hughes set out in full in Hyde, 251-2.

6. Legal equality

Equality before international law is already a well-recognized principle and

gains nothing by inclusion in a formal convention. It means that ead1 State



\78

~hllll get its legl,1 duI', But tll<' l'xistt'l\('l' of any systl'ltl of law means that ench
gets its It'glll due~the ~ystt'm can only continul' to exist on that axiom,

r Sl'C some dUIl~CI" too, in extendhlg till' pl'ilwiplc to untccognlzed States
whil'll muy bl' il1l'1uded within "State" (Sl'l' COl1ll1ll'nt on I), Untecognized States
,11'(' not ('qual to I'ecogni'll'd Statl's bl'fOl'{, the Inw,

All thl' wOI'ds lift!'\' "comml,"ity of States" atl' sUl'plusage, and I'eferl'nces in
partlculnr to "nlltll1'nl law" and ,,'hnt it l'ntitlcs OIIC to mny hI' uSl'd to support
1,11 munn('I' of stl'angl' atgml1l'nts,

7, P',~rlIISirlti jllrisditfiOlI
This duusl', partkula1'ly tll(' sc\'ond pll1'agtaph, is again onc which goes

tl('yond ('xlstlng intcrnational law, Tl'catment accol'dcd foreigners may well be
thilt li('('ordcd to nationals and yet rail In'low intl'\'l'llItional stand:U'ds for this
purp<\S(',

(flreclll"'), It)f(,l'lllIfi./II1lI1 U('sf!,)/Isibilif\' (If "tato fm' the Denial of Natl£ral
!twiu, p, t,39 and citations),

n, Dip/IlI/lafi<' illUrt'(.IIfillll
No commcllt,

9, Rl"tpt.et of the right of tht! State by othr.r Staills
Thtrc is no harm (so fal' as I can sce) in this clause in the abstract. But its

explicit recognition that a right has its correlative does give a content to some·
of th~ "rights" dealt with in earlier clauses. Some of these "rights" are mere
"freedoms" or "privileges," i.e., actions which a State may take if it can, but
carrying no correlative duties to protect the so-called right on the part of
others (see c1ansr~q I, 3, .~ .mpra).

10. Limitation of the rights of the Statll
This is mere statement of jurisprudential principle. All that it means is that

every State can do what it is under a duty not to do. It is quite unnecessary.
Moreover it is not a very satisfactory statement. "Rights" is used in the

paragraph in two different case;;. "Exercise of the rights of a State" uses right as
meaning freedom. But it goes on to speak of a duty not to interfere with the
e.'teI'cise of the rights of other States-where right must be strictly used.

11. Obsen'ance of treaties and sanctity of the pledged word
The real difficulty here lies not in the general principle, which is all that is

put forward, but with the limits to that principle coming within the principle
rcbus sic stantibus. See Hall, 407-H 7.

12. DiscJlIuge 0/ international obligations
No comment.

13. Authority of international law
No comment.

14. NatjoMl and international scope of the law of nations
A clause which says that international law is the "law of the country" pre

sumably means that it is part of the municipal law of that country. T'nis has its
difficulties for us. It is part of the theory of our municipal law that customary
intemational law is part of the law of the land, but we have never extended
this theory to treaty law. That extension has been made by the United States
of America and at least some South American States. With us, therefore, most

...
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treaties only bet'ome the law of the land by Act of Parliament. It is Inore in

keeping with our parliamentary practice that this should be so.

There is little point in formally making international law part of municipal

law. It is suHlcient that, whatever the divergence between international and

municipal law, the State should be liable at international law for any infraction

by it of intenlational law.

15. Peaceful settlement of disputes

C.overed by United Nations Charter (Article 2, paragraph 3).

What of coUl'Se is wanted is not vague clauses like this one, but compulsory

jul'isdiction of the International Court in legal disputes, and development of

United Nations ol'gans with legislative functions to settle non-legal disputes.

11\ othel' words, it is developed peace-maldng institutions, not general principles

of peaceful settlement, that we need.

16. Condemnation of war as an instrument of national and international policy

and of thl? threat of use of force

All but the inclusion of the Drago Doctrine is covered by the Kellogg Pact

(resuscitated by the Niil'l1berg trials) and the United Nations Charter.

17. Right of legitimate defence

This is, it would seem, best left as it stands in the Charter, Article 51. Why

multiply such clauses in treaty after treaty?

18. Non-recognition of territorial acquisitions obtained by force

No such duty exists as yet at international law (though as in League of

Nations resolution of 11/3/1932 it was put as high as duty). What does exist at

present is freedom in each State to determine whether it will recognize these

changes or not.
While (a ) legislative international orgar..3 capable of making necessary

changes are weak, and (b) States are not prepared wholeheartedly to resist any

and every such tClTitorial acquisition, a positive duty not to recognize may merely

perpetuate a de jure position at odds with the facts. Discrepancies which per

sist between the position de jUl'C and de facto only weaken international law and

international organization.
Pending finner obligations of all States in all circumstances to prevent such

acquisition in the first place an obligation of this type is, I think, mischievous.

The citations do not support any unequivocal duty of non-recognition.

19. Co-operation in the prevention of acts of force

This merely reproduces the United Nations Charter, Article 2, paragraph 5,

apd is superfluons.

20. Co-operation in the pursuit of the aims of the community of States

This would seem to be hannless but superfluous except for the last five words.

Those words certainly need definition if we are to be sure that they do not take

us beyona obligations already incurred, or which it may be desirable to under

take.

21. Maintenance of conditions calculated to ensure international peace and order

.As a clause in an international treaty this appears to me to be valueless.

If this clause were merely a preparatory acceptance of principle which was

then to be worked out in detail, it might be supported. In its present fonn, the
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form of a final statement of a State's legal duty, it could only lead to a lot of
useless and no doubt acrimonious controversy.

My own view is that the cause of international peace and order is better served
by leaving States to bring to the attention of international organs conditions in
other cotnttries which notoriously' threaten international peace. Over the years
this may build international habits which will do much to achieve the purpose
this clause seeks to serve.

22. Duty not to foment civil disturbances in other States
There can be no doubt that a State is liable for the acts of its agents in

fomenting civil strife within the territory of another, though the precise limits
of the obligations would need careful definition. But liability for the acts of
private citizens which foment civil disturbances abroad can scarcely be under
taken in anything like the broad terms of this clause if the democratic right
to criticize other forms of government and the conduct of other States is to
continue. We have never admitted any such duty and it seems to me against
our best interests to do so. (Sec Oppenheim, ibid., 2~8-241).

23. Eqllality of opportunity and interdependence in the economic sphere
Where this principle has been accepted it is difficult to discern any change in

the economic policies of States. Obviously, the "right to access, on equal terms"
may mean anything, very little, or nothing at all, depending on agreement on
what is meant by "access" and "equal terms". A vague clause like this has no
value; economic co-operation, it seems to me, will have to be worked out in its
details, from detail upwards, not from general principles downwards.

24. Prohibition of pacts incompatible with the discharge of international obliga
tions

Some such rule of international law exists. It is phrased here as a duty not
to make an inconsistent treaty, which leaves a State competent to make such
a treaty. It would be better if the law were developed to make States legally
incapable of concluding such agreements.

12. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE PHILIPPINES

Office of the Permanent Representative of
the Philippines to the United Nations

New York, 19 December 1947
First communication

Sir:
I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of an opinion of the Secretary

of Justice of the Philippines concerning the draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama, as requested in letter dated 2 July 1947
(Ref: 904-3-2/08), of the Assistant Secretary-General in charge of the Legal
Department of the United NatioDS.

Very truly yours,

For Ambassador Romulo:
(Signed) Jose D. INGLES

Legal Adviser and
Administrative Officer

# • 'If
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COpy OF AN OPINION OF THE SECRETARY OF JUSTICE OF THE PHIUPPINES

9 September 1947

Respeetfully returned to the Honourable the Secretary of Foreign Affairs,

Manila.

The Assistant Secretary General in charge of the Legal Department, United

Nations, requests comments and observations on the draft Declaration of Rights

and Duties of States submitted by the delegation of Panama.

Article 13 of the draft subjects the sovereignty of States to the limitations of

international law and makes it the duty of every State to adjust its conduct to

international law in its relations with other States and with the community of

States. Article 12 precludes limitations arising out of the constitution or laws

of a State from being pleaded as an excuse for failure of that State to discharge

its obligations under international law. It is obvious that these articles contravene

the absolutely sovereign character of independent States, for they ordain sub

mission on the part of the community of the States to the supreme mandates

of international rules and principles to the extent of curtailment (If their national

sovereignties.
Article 23 gives each State the right of access, on equal terms, to the trade,

commodities and raw materials of the world which are necessary to its economic

prosperity. Again, in its practical application, this article would undermine the

nationalistic policy, adopted by the Philippine Constitution. By giving each

State the right of access, on equal terms, to the commodities and raw materials

of the world, article 23 announces a rule opposed to the nationalistic provisions

of the Philippine Constitution.

Notwithstanding these observations, the undersigned believes that the proposed

Rules of International Law, if acceptable to other nations, should also be

accepted by the Philippines in the interest of world peace and common pros

perity. To achieve this ideal to which humanity aspires, petty nationalism has

to give way gradually to internationalism, and every nation must subordinate

its sovereignty to that of the One-World Organization of which it forms an

integral part.
(Signed) Roman OZAETA

Secretary of Justice

Second communication
Philippine Mission to the United Nations

New York, 27 May 1948

Excellency:

With reference to your despatch (Ref. C.N.9.1948. Legal) dated 13 Febru

ary 1948, I have the honour to transmit herewith a note dated 20 April 1948,

from the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines, containing comments

and observations on the draft Declaration on Rights and Duties of States pre

sented by Panama.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Salvador P. LoPEZ
Charge d'affaires ad interim
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REPUBIJO OF THE PHILiPPINES, DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Manila, 20 April 1948,

The Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Repub.'c of the Philipp;nes presents
his compliments to His Excellency the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and with reference to the Secretariat's note (Ref. C.N.9.1948.Legal)
dated 13 Februa.ry 1948 regarding the draft Declaration on Rights and Duties
of States presented by the Government of Panama, has the honour to submit
hereunder the comments and observations as requested:

This Government is in conformity with the provisions thereof with the
exception of article 23, which reads as follows:

"Every State has the right of access, on equal terms, to the trade, commodities
and raw materials'of the world which are necessary to its economic prosperity."

The Republic of the Philippines cannot conform to this article in view of the
Executive Agreement concluded between the United States of America and
the Republic of the Philippines on 4 July 1946, providing for reciprocal trade
preferences between the two countries. This agreement is calculated to operate
for a period of 28 years. The Republic of the Philippines found it necessary
to enter into a special trade arrangement with the United States in view of its
economic, material, and financial needs arising from the establishment of its
sovereign existence which coincided with the terrific devastation wrought upon
our economy by the last war.

It is likewise the impression of this Government that the first paragraph of
the said· article appears too vague to be accepta.Jle. The statement that every
State has the right of access to the raw materials of the world which are
necessary to its economic prosperity may give rise to claims by industrial
States that they are entitled as a matter of right to the exploitation of the
natural resources and raw materials. Such claims might impair the sovereign
right of the small countries to the unhampered determination of their national
policies affecting the utilization of their natural resources and the raw materials
extracted therefrom.

In general, it is the view of this Government that it will give its conformity
to the draft provided article 23 thereof be eliminated.

13. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM SWEDEN

First commUllication1SS

Stockholm, 30 May 1947
Sir,

With reference to your letter of 11 February 1947, regarding the draft Declara
tion on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama, I have the
honour to inform you that in the view of the Swedish Govemment it will be
necessary to make this question the subject of very careful study before a final
and conclusive report can be prepared and submitted to the General Assembly.
It should be remembered that the proposed declaration aims at the codification
of fundamental principles and rules of international law. This is such an im·
portant and complex matter that it should be given no less attention and
consideration than other plans for codification of international law. The Swedish

""OriginaIly issued as A/AC.IO/39/Add.1.
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Government, therefore, hold the view that a further study of the declaration
should be postponed until the procedure for the ge'1eral codification of inter
national law has been agreed upon. That procedure having been established, the
aforesaid declaration should be considered in the same manner as other pro
posals, dealing with the codification of international law.

The Swedish Government, however, already at this point wish to draw the
attention to certain important problems connected with the proposed declara
tion which should be borne in mind when dealing with this question. The pro
posal submitted by Panama implies in reality that the task of codification
should be begun by the codifying of the general rules and principles of inter
national law. It is open to considerable doubt whether satisfactory results can
be achieved this way. It would rather seem more logical and practical to com
mence with the codification of special, important parts of international law in
order to create a firm foundation for the general principles to be laid down for
the intercourse of nations. In the opinion of the Swedish Government it also
appears questionable whether those principles should be given the form of a
"Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States". Rights and duties proclaimed
in that way would easily give the impression of having a permanent and un
changeable character while, as a matter of fact, they are all the time subjected
to the unavoidable changes of international law as such. It would for that
reason, and also for other ones, seem more adequate to codify them in a con
vention on the fundame.. tal rules of international law, as it stands today. Finally,
the Swedish Governmr•.': laving noted that some articles of the draft declara
tion do, with certain divergences, correspond to rules laid down in the 'Charter
of the United Nations, also wish to express their serious doubt as to the wisdom
of thus establishing a double series of partly overlapping rules. Such a pro
cedure is apt to lead to doubts and difficulties of interpretation In the future.

As Sweden is reprc::sented in the Committee for the codification of inter
national law, the Swedish Government will have the opportunity to present in
greater detail their views on the proposed declaration in connexion with the
deliberations of that committee.

For the Minister:
(Signed) R. BAGGE

Chief ad interim of the Political Department

Second communication
New York, 26 April 1948

Sir,
Referring to the Secretary-General's note to the Swedish Foreign Minister of

13 February 1948 (C.N.9.1948,Legal), regarding the draft Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States I beg to remind you of a letter of 30 May 1947,
from the Swedish Foreign Office to the Secretary-General answering your letter
to the Swedish Foreign Minister of 11 February 1947 (904-3-2{YLL). In that
letter it was pointed out that the Swedish Government hold the view that a
further study of the Declaration should be postponed until the procedure for the
general codification of international law had been agreed upon. As in my
Government's opinion the situation in this aspect has not changed the Swedish
Government is not ready at the present moment to present further views on
the matter. .

Yours very truly,
(Signed) Gunnar HAGGLOF
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14. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM TURKEYl811

Turkish Permanent Delegation
to the United Nations

New York, 14 August 1947

With reference to your letters addressed to His Excellency Mr. Hasan Saka,
Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated 1 February 1947, ref. 904-3-2/YLL,
and 2 July 1947, ref. 903-3-2/0S, regarding the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States, presented by Panama (document A/285), I am enclosing
herewith a memorandum containing the views and certain remarks of my
Government on the above-mentioned draf~ Declaration.

(Signed) Selim SARPER

MEMORANDUM

The draft Declaration 'On the Rights and Duties of States, presented by
Panama (document A/285), has been considered by the Turkish Government
in the light of reports drawn up by the Turkish national organizations interested
in international law, to which the said draft Declaration had been communicated.

As a general remark, it may be pointed out that the legal nature which the
draft Declaration would assume if and when it is accepted and signed by a
number of States is not very clear, and that it would be desirable to clarify
further its terms of reference. On the ot-her hand, it may be asserted henceforth
that the principles put forward in the draft Declaration follow, in general, the
main lines of the theory and practice of modern international law.

However, in the opinion of the Turkish Government, it is advisable to give
further consideration to article 16 of the draft Declaration. This article, after
having stated, in general terms, that "it is the duty of every State to refrain
from resorting to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity and
political independence of another State", adds "or for the recovery of public
debts from another State". By this last phrase, the draft Declaration acknow
ledges without reserve the Drago Doctrine, as is set forth in the explanatory
note by His Excellency Dr. Ricardo J. Alfaro (document A/285, pages 22 and
23). But according to generally accepted principles of international law, and
particularly according to article 1, paragraph 2, of the Convention 11 signed at
The Hague in 1907, the Drago Doctrine "is not applicable when the debtor
State refuses or neglects to reply to an offer of arbitration, or after accepting
the offer, prevents any compromise from being agreed upon, or, after arbitration,
fails to submit to the award".

On the other nand, article 19 of the draft Declaration provides expressly
for coercive action by the community of States against another State. It
seems that one of the cases when this collective coercive action should be taken
is precisely the case of a debtor State refusing to pay its public debts in the
circumstances envisagl:d in article 1, paragraph 2, of the Convention 11 signed
at The Hague.

It is therefore desirable that the types and conditions of the coercive action
to be taken against a refractory debtor State, in the above-mentioned circum
stances, be defined more clearly and in a more detailed manner in the Dec
laration.

1llO Originally issued in A/400, p. 20.
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15. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM
THE UNITED KINGDOM

,t communication190

United Kingdom Delegation
to the United Nations

New York, 1 May 1947
Sir,

I refer to Dr. Kerno's letter 904-3-2/YLL of 11 February, in which he
requested the comments and obser/ations of His Majesty's Government in the
United Kingdom on the Rewlution adopted b~ the General Assembly at its
55th Plenary Meeting on 11 December 1946, regarding the draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States.

2. I am instructed to inform you that the general view of His Majesty's
Government is that this draft Declaration should be considered as a proposal
for codification, rather than a proposal for new legislation, and that it should
therefore be dealt with in whatever manner is decided upon as appropriate
for codification generally.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) for Sir A. CADOGAN

Second communication
United Kingdom Delegation

to the United NatiollS
New York

24 August 1948

The Permanent United Kingdom Representative to the United Nations
presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
has the honour to transmit to him, with reference to his letter C.N.9.1948. Legal
of 13 February 1948, to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the
United Kingdom, two copies of the observations of His Majesty's Government
in the 'United Kingdom on the Draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of
States presented by the Government of Panama.

OI)SERVATIONS OF HIs MAJESTY'S GoVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
m' GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND ON THE DRAFT DECLARATION
WITH REGARD TO THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES, SUBMITTED BY THE

DELEGATION OF PANAMA (A/285)

The major part of the whole of international law relates to the rights and
duties of States. A statement of these rights and duties would, in effect, be
an attempt at the formulation in a codified form of the greater part of
international law. However, this is clearly not the intention of the draft
under consideration, and His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom
assume that the proposed declaration is to form, so to speak, the first chapter,
containing certain fundamental general principles, of what might eventually
be a codification of a great part of international law. Regarding the matter
from this point of view, a major question arises as to what principles should

"oOriginally issued in A/AC.1O/39. p. 4.
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be enshrined in this first chapter and what should be left for later chapters.
Further reference will be made to this point' subsequently.

2. The expression of the most general and elementary principles of infer
national law in a statement in legislative form is a task of great difficulty. In
fact, there are two horns of a dilemma, which have to be avoided. On the
one hand, though a general principle may be generally accepted and perfectly
understood, its expression in legislative form means that every word has tp be
considered with the utmost care from the drafting point of view to ensure that,
when viewed as a legislative enactment, it is not possible to put upon it, by a
literal construction, wrong meanings. On the other hand, the exercise of care
to avoid the first horn of the dilemma must not produce the result that the
propositions stated are mere platitudes or else propositions which are com
pletely circular:

3. The Preamble. Perhaps the third paragraph is too confident or optimistic
in stating as a fact that ~his declaration will be a decisive factor, etc. It might
be better to say that it should be or that it is hoped it will be. His Majesty's
Government consider that the fourth paragraph of the preamble should be
reserved. They consider that it ./Quld be best to reserve until a late stage of
the work of the International Law Commission the question whether this
declaration should be presented to the General Assembly as a Declaration to
be signed as a convention (article 23 (c) of the Statute of the Commission)
or whether it should consist of a report (article 22).

4. His Majesty's Government consider that a declaration on the rights and
duties of States should begin with a definition of the word "State". This seems
to be essential for the interpretation of the whole declaration.

5. They consider that the second point to be dealt with is the questicn of
recognition of States, which appears in articles 2 and 3 of the present draft.
They suggest that it should consist of two propositions; (a) that where an
entity fulfils the conditions of statehood as laid down in the definition, there
is a duty on all other States to recognize it; (b) that there is also a duty on
all States not to recognize as a State any entity, which does not fulfil these
conditions. Though neither point is free from controversy in current doctrine,
His Majesty's Governnient agree with the draft declaration in considering that
(i) the recognition and non-recognition of States is a matter of legal duty
and not of policy. Inevitably there is bound to be considerable scope for
political judgment in deciding whether an entity fulfils the conditions for
recognition as a State. They consider, nevertheless, that the interests of inter
national law require that the' sphere, necessarily left to a purely political
judgment, should be reduced to as narrow limits as possible and that inter
national relations will benefit by the question of recognition and non-recognition
being regarded, as far as possible, as a matter of legal duty and removed to the
utmost practical extent from the political sphere; (ii) the existence of a State
should not be regarded as depending upon its recognition but on whether in
fact it fulfils the conilitions, which create a duty for recognition. It should be
made clear that recognition of an entity as a State in no way reqmres the
entry into diplomatic, or any other particular relatioIiB with, the entity so
recognized. Whether a State enters into diplomatic or other relations with
another State is, and must remain, a matter for purely political decision. On
the other hand, the entry into diplomatic or other relations with an entity does
necessarily imply that that entity is recognized as something. Whether it
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implies recognition de jure or de facto as a State, or as a belligerent com
munity, or as an insurgent Government, will depend upon the particular facts
with regard to the relations so entered upon. It is J10ught that the above
suggestions cover the ground which is at present covered by articles 2 and 3
of the existing draft.

6. There is some reason to think that the whole subject of recognition of
States, Governments (de jure and de facto), belligerency and insurgency is
one which might well form the subject of a special study by the International
Law Commission. There is an abundance of material on the subject, and it is
thought that a full consideration of this matter by a body such as the Inter
national Law Commission, leading to the formulation of a certain number of
rules or principles, might v,ery greatly conduce to the development of inter
national law, whether or not this formulation was, in the ultimate result,
accepted by States in the binding fonn of an international convention.

7. His Majesty's Government consider that the "right of a State to exist
ence" should be dealt with next (article 1 of present draft). The analogy
between a State and a natural person cannot be carried to the length that it
should be held that a State cannot of its own free will put an end to its own
existence as a State, for instance by amalgamating with another State or enter
ing into a federation. The rl~l question, however, which arises in this con
nexion (with which the existing draft does not deal) is whether in any circum-

, stances, and if so in what, an end can be put to the existence of a State other
wise than by the free will of ·that State. It would appear that this is a question
which must be answer::d one way or the other, if the draft is to contain any
provision on the right of exilStence, and it is hoped that the International Law
Commission will consider it.

8. The draft then might proceed to the matters dealt with in article.; 4 and 5.
These two articles seem t,o His Majesty's Government to go together. They
are two aspects of the same matter.• Independence in one sense will have
found its place in the definition of a State. Article 4 deals with the exercise of
independence, or, as it may sometimes be put, the exercise of sovereignty, or
the exercise of jurisdiction. It would seem that the general principle is that,
provided that a State kf~eps within the limits prescribed by international law
and treaties, its freedom to act as it pleases must be recognized and respected
by all other States. But the question arises as to whether there are or not
exceptions to this prindple. The instances of a State acting with the utmost
barbarity and inhumanity to its own nationals, or making preparations which
appear to foreshadow a policy of aggression, or again of pursuing a course
which leads to the economic strangulation of another State, occur to the
mind in this conne:.don. These poin~s are touched on to some extent in
articles 21 and 23 of the draft. The question, whether these limitations are
regarded as exceptions to the general principle of freedom of action within
the limits of intemational law and treaties, depends upon whether these limi
tations are regarded as part of international law itself. The important doctrine
of "abuse of righ'ts" may fall for consideration in this connexion. As stated
above, it is thought that draft articles 4 and 5 are two facets of the same
principle imd that they should be expressed as such. Article 22 falls for con
sideration in clo.se connexion with article 5. His Majesty's Government fully
recognize the pYdnciple which article 22 sets out to express. This principle is,
it is thought, a particular and important aspect of the more general principle

, ..
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set forth in article 5. It is a question whether in the same context something
should not be said as to the general right of each State to have such form of
constitution and such forms of national institutiOI1ll as it may decide for itself.

9. Article 6 is an ex:wple of the difficulty of expressing in a legislative
form a generally accepted principle. The essence, as His Majesty's Govern
ment understand it, is that all States enjoy an equality of rights but this does
not mean tliat they have the same rights. Th~ rights and duties of a State,
which has a sea coast, are necessarily different from those of a State which is
lantl locked. The rights of a State, which is a member of an international
organization, such as the United Nations, are different in some respects from
those of States, which are not members of such an organization. Every State
to some extent cireul1l5cribes, or increases, its rights and duties by the treaty
commitments into which it has entered. His Majesty's Government doubt
whether the words "assume a position of equality" in article 6 of the draft are
quite appropriate in a legal statement.

10. Article 7. His Majesty's Government cannot entirely agree with the
formulation of either of the two sentences in article 7. It is, they consider,
not correct that a State's jurisdiction over foreigners within its territory is
completely exclusive. International law recognizes both territorial jurisdiction
over all persons and things within the territory, and a personal jurisdiction
'wer nationals wherever they may be. In general, in case of conflict, the per
&Onal jurisdiction cedes to the territorial jurisdiction. If the International Law
Commission could produce a formulation of the relationship of the State~s

territorial and personal jurisdictions, they would perform a great service.
11. The second sentence of this article is not in accord with existing inter

national law, as His Majesty's Government apprehend it. There is much
international authority for the existence of a minimum international standard,
with which States are obliged to comply in their treatment of foreigners,
whether or not they do so in the treatment of their nationals. If, and in so far
as international law develops so as to limit the domestic jurisdiction of States
in the treatment of their nationals to such an extent that every treatment of
a national, which falls below the international standard, is a breach of inter
national law (and therefore a matter on which other States may intervene) I

then the existing principle of international law with regard to the "international
standard" will apply to both nationals and foreigners. Unless and until that
position is reached, His Majesty's Government consider that the doctrine of
the minimum international standard, with regard to the treatment of foreigners,
remains part of international law and that agreement to abolish that doctrine
will not be attained. In fact, this point was one, on which the Hague Confer
ence of 1930 with regard to· the responsibility of States, broke down. His
Majesty's Government are very willing that the International Law Commission
should devote most careful study to this question.

12. Article 8. The second proposition of this article no doubt refers to the
international rule with regard to the exhaustion of municipal remedies. The
International Law Commission might well make a full formulation of this
rule the subject of a special study. It is again a matter on which there is
abundant material. Perhaps this rule received the fullest consideration and
exploration from all its aspects in the Finnish ships arbitration between the
United Kingdom and Finland, and in this connexion both the written pleadings
of the parties as well as the award of the arbitrator might be studied.
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Whether or not this detailed formulation of the municipal remedies rule should
form part of this particular chapter of the elementary rights and duties of
States is a matter on which His Majesty's Govemlnent wish to express no
view at present. They do, however, consider that, if such a formulation does
not form part of the present declaration, it would be preferable to repla.ce the
existing second proposition in article 8 by something on the following lines:
"This right is subject to the international rule with regard to the exhaustion of
municipal remedies."

13. The third proposition in article 8 is fully accepted by His Majesty's
Government but it is incompletely stated since there are two aspects of the
matter. It is just as much the duty of the State, against whom the complaint
is made, to agree to some satisfactory method of deciding the dispute as it is
the duty of the State making the complaint only to resort to such peaceful
methods. These two duties go side by side and it is the more important that
both sides should be expressed because most of the difficnlties, which have
arisen, have arisen precisely because of the refusal of the defendant State to
agree to any peaceful method by which a decision on the dispute can be arrived
at. These States, of course, who have accepted the Optional Clause of the Statute
of the International Court of Justice without any relevant reservation have fully
complied with this duty by making recourse possible to the court in such cases.

14. Article 9. Omitting the words "and protected" the statement in this
article is virtually platitudinous. The words "and protected" raise the question
as to what precisely is meant thereby.

15. The idea expressed in article 10 seems to fall for consideration with
article 4 (see paragraph 8 above) and should it is thought form part of the
formulation of that proposition. The same remark applies to artick 13.

16. Article 11 might deal with both obligations under treaties and obligations
under intemational law together. It is questionable whether the adjective
"public" in front of "treaties" is necessary ot even desirable. The authors of
the draft may have, however, some reference to article 102 of the Charter
with regard to the registration of treaties in their minds.

17. rhe second part of article 12, relating to limitations arising under its
law or constitution, is a correct proposition, but it is thought that it applies
to obligations under treaties as well as to obligations under international law.
The sense of article 14 might be combined with the latter part of article 12.

18. Articles 15, 16, 17, 19 and 20 deal with matters which, for me..mbers of
the United Nations, are regulated by the Charter. It will be for the Inter
national Law Commission to consider whether, and to what extent, propositions
of this kind can be laid down as part of general international law applicable
to non-member States.

19. Article 18. In this counexion His Majesty's Government consider that
the primary question here is that of the duty of the international community
to prevent acquisitions by illegal force, or restore any so obtained. To the
extent that the community of nations do not fulfil this function, it is more than
questionable whether any purpose is served by a barren duty of non-recognition.
In the p~st, in the absence of any common action by the community to prevent
or restore such acquisitions, international law has proceeded on the basis of
recognizing established situations even though brought about by illegal force,
and acquisitive and extinctive prescription form, it is thought, part of existing
international law. Mere non-recognition, when the community of States does not
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fulfil the function of preventing or restoring acquisitions by illegal force, has
not appeared to serve any useful purpose but has, instead tended to create
innumerable legal frictions, under which at times States have acted in a
manner really inconsistent with any other basis than that of recognition of the
acquisition, whereas at the same time they purport not to have done so.

20. Reference has already been made above· in connexion with article .4 to
draft articles 21 and 23. As there stattd, these two articles must be considered
in close connexion with article 4. In regard to article 23 in particular, His
Majesty's Government will await with much interest the results of the efforts
of the Intemational Law Commission to state the idea which is contained in
the present draft in a form which could be accepted as a legislative proposition.
Article 22 has been commented on above in connexion with article 5.

21. His Majesty's Government have no comments to make on article 24.

22. There remains die question whether other propositions in addition to
those at present included in the draft declaration should be included in this
first or elementary chapter of the rights and duties of States.

16. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED'STATES191

FtRST COMMUNICATION191

United States Representative
to the United Nations

New York, 29 May 1947

The United States Representative at the Seat of the United Nations presents
his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the
honour to refer to his note, UN-727A, dated 27 May 1947, transOOtting a letter
from the Director of the Office of Special Political Affairs of the United States
Department of State to the Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations
in charge of the Legal Department, with regard to the draft Resolution on the
Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama. There is enclosed herewith
a communication from the Secretary of State of the United States, dated
28 May 1947, inforIning the Secretary-General of the United Nations that the
United States Government is of the view that inasmuch as the Committee on
the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification, now
meeting in New York, is concemed with the procedures to be established in
connexion with the development and codification of intemational law, and
inasmuch as it would be impracticable to give adequate consideration to the
subject in the liOOted time at the Committee's command, it should leave the
consideration of the substantive provisions of the draft Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States to the appropriate agency, which may be established
by the United Nations, for the progressive development and codification
of intemationallaw.

The Secretary of State of the United States of America presents his compli
ments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and refers to the com
munication of 11 February 1947 (904-3-2/YLL) received from the Executive

DlOriginally issued in A/Ae.IO/59, p. 5.
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Office of the Secretary-General, and to the reply of the Department of State
thereto, dated 25 March 1947, concerning the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States presented by Panama.

The draft has been carefully considered and the conclusion has been reached
that in view of the nature and importance "f the subject it would be im
practicable for the Committee on the Progressive Development of International
Law and its Codification, a Committee establic:hed to consider procedures, to
give adequate consideration to the matter in the limited time at its command,
and that consideration of the substantive provisions of the draft should be
referred to the appropriate agency, which may be established by the United
Nations for the codification and development of international law. The Rep
resentative of the United States in the Committee has been instructed in this
sense.

Department of State, Washington

SECOND COMMUNICATION191a

Department of State
Washington, D. C.

11 March 1949

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to tile Secretary-General
of the United Nations and, with reference to his communication CN 9.1948 Legal
of 13 February 1948, has the honour to enclose "Comments on the Draft
Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States Presented to the United Nations
by Panama".

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT DECLARATION ON RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES

PRESENTED TO THE UNITED NATIONS BY PANAMA

(Doe. A/285: ibid., CarT. 1)

Article 1

"The Right to National Existence
"Every State has the right to exist and the right to protect and preserve its

existence; this right does not however imply that a State is entitled to commit,
or justified in committing, unjust acts towards other States in order to protect
and preserve its existence."

The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 1) is:
"I. Every nation has the right to exist, and to protect and to conserve its

existence; but this right neither implies the right nor justifies the act of the
State to protect itself or to conserve its existence by the commission of unlawful
acts against innocent and unoffending States." (American Institute of Inter
national Law, 6 January 1916.)

The article limits the exercise of the right to protect and preserve existence
by providing that such exercise would not justify "unjust acts towards other

llIla This communication was received by the Secretariat after Part IV of this
study had gone to press. and therefore could not be included in the Annotations to
the Draft Declaration. supra pp. 49-131.
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States". The prevailing doctrine is that the exercise of the right of self-defence
by a state is justified though it may impair the rights of other states. If "it
is intended by this clause to deal with the right of self·defence, the provision
is inadequate. It fails to take into consideration the comparative importance
of the right of self-defence when it conflicts with other rights under international
law. Thus, Hall's Int,rnational Law states that· "In the last resort almost the
whole of the duties are subordinated to the right of self-preservation." Hlul's
Int,rnational Law (8th ed. by Higgins, 322).

Article 2

"R,cognition .of the Existence of the State
"Every State is entitled to have its existence re!:ognized. The recognition of

the existence of a State merely signifies that the State rcognizing it accepts
the person of the State -recognized, together with all the rights and duties
which arise out of international law. Recognition is unconditional and
irrevocable."

The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 2) is:
"Article 6. The recognition of a State merely signifies that the State which

recognizes it accepts the personality of the other with an the rights and duties
determined by international law. Recognition is unconditional and irrevocable."
(Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Montevideo, 1933.)

The first sentence of the proposed article provides that "Every State is
entitled to have its existence recognized".

In connexion with a discussion of "recognition", the following statement is
made by Judge Hackworth in his Digest of International Law.

"Whether and when recognition will be accorded is a matter within the
discretion of the recognizing State." (I, op. cit. (1940), 161.)

That a State may determine for itself wheth~r. it will accord recognition
is also shown by the following statement in I, .Hyde, International Law
(2nd ed., 1945), 148-149:

"Recognition has been defined as the 'assurance given to a new State that
it will be permitted to hold its place and rank, in the character of an inde
pendent political organiSm, in the society of nations'. 'The rights and attributes
of sovereignty' are said to 'belong to it independently of all recognition',
although 'it is only after it has been recognized that it is assured of exercising
them'.

"When a country has by any process attained the likeness of a State and
proceeds to exercise the functions of one, it is justified in demanding recogni
tion. There may be no reason or disposition on the part of States generally
to withhold recogni.tion provided the fact be established that the requisite
elements of statehood are present and give promise of remaining. The method
by which the new State comes into being may, however, cause delay in the
according of recognition. Thus when an outside State proceeds to set up a
new State within territory which prior to such action constituted part of the
domain of an existing State, and in opposition to its will, the procedure may
cause other States to be reluctant to acknowledge the validity of the achieve
ment, and to withhold recognition of the new State whose birth took place
under such conditions. The coming into being of Manchoukuo is illustrative."
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A prOVISion very similar to the second sentence of the article was con·
tained in article 6 of the Project on States which the International Commission
of Jurists submitted to the Sixth International Conference of American States.
That provision read:

"The recognition of a State signifies that the State recognized accepts the
personality of the other State, with all the rights and obligations established
by international law".

Article 9 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, signed at
Bogota, 30 April 1948, reads:

"The political existence of the State is independent of recognition by other
States. Even before being recognized, the State has the right to defend its
integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation and prosperity,
and, consequently, to organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate concerning its
interests, to administer its services, and to determine the jurisdiction and
competence of its courts."

Article 10 of the Charter of the Organization of the American States, further
provides: -

"Recognition implies that the State granting it accepts the personality of
the new Sbte, with all the rights and duties that international law prescribes
for the two States."

The statement in the third sentence of the article that "recognition is un·
conditional and irrevocable" is not in accordance with international law.
States are free to accord or withhold recognition; and if they are free to with.
held it, they have the right to accord it conditionally.

John Bassett Moore states in I, International Law Digest (1~l06), 73·74,
that:

"Recognition is, as a general rule, absolute and irrevocable. Nevertheless,
it may happen, by way of exception, that the recognition is conditional or is
given sub mode. Such is the case when certain charges or restrictions are
imposed on a new State at the time when its independent existence is recognized,
such as an obligatory neutrality, commercial liberty, or religious liberty. If the
restriction constitutes a condition, the Powers which have subjected their
recognition to it have the right to insist upon the new State's conforming itself
to the condition imposed, and if it fails, to consider their recognition as not
given. If the recognition was given sub mode it will not be withdrawn, but
other measures may be taken, such as the suspension of or rupture of diplomatic
relations or reprisals. The distinction between a condition and a modus (mode)
may be less precise in international law than in private law, but it is not
useless. If, in case of a dispute as to the character of the clause, the mattp.r
should be submitted to arbitration, the arbitrator would, in default of clear
indications, pronounce for the recognition sub mode rather than for the con·
ditional recognition, s::eing that the rule is irrevocability and that acts are not
presumed to be done under conditions. And as independence, the essential and
fundamental right of States, forms the rule, it is necessary, from the moment
that a hew State hai:' been recognized, that the restriction imposed by the
medus should be construed strictly.

"Examples of restrictions imposed on the independence of a new State are
the permanent neutrality of Eelgium; the restrictions safeguarding religiow:

...
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liberty, imposed not only on Bulgaria, a semi-sovereign State, by article V of
the treaty of Berlin, but also on Montenegro by article XXVII of the same
treaty, on Servia by article XXXV, and on Roumania by article XLIV; the
restrictions imposed on the independent State of the Congo in favor of com
mercial freedom, by the general act of the Congress of Berlin of 26 February
1885."

A more recent instance of conditional re::ognition is given by Judge Hackworth,
as follows:

"The text of the note which the Diplomatic Agent and Consul General
at Cairo was instructed on 25 April 1922 to communicate to the Egyptian
Minister of Foreign Affairs extending recognition to Egypt, cc "~;ned the
proviso "that this recognition was 'subject to the maintenance of the rights of
the United States of America as they have hitherto existed'. The Department
of State stated that this was intended 'to leave no room for doubt of the
maintenance of capitulatory and commercial rights and most-favored nation
treatment of the United States'." (I, Hackworth, Digest of International Law
(1940), 192-193.)

For these reasons, it is believed that only the second sentence of the
proposed article 2 would be acceptable to the United States.

Article 3

"The Right to Existence, Independent of Recognition
"The l'olitical existence of the State is independent of its recognition by

other States. Even before it has been recognized, the State has the right to
defend its integrity and independence, to provide for its preservation and prosper
ity and, consequently, to organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate in regard to its
interests, to administer its services and to determine the jurisdiction and com
petence of its court of justice."

Article 3 of the Convention on Rights and Duties of States, signed at
Montevideo in December 1933, is, in large part, similarly worded. It reads:

"Art. 3. The political existence of the State is independent of recognition
by the other States. Even before recognition the State has the right to defend
its integrity and independence, to provide for its conservation and prosperity,
and consequently to organize itself as it sees fit, to legislate upon its interests,
administer its services, and to define the jurisdiction and competence of its
courts."

It is believed that the first sentence of the article is intended to cover
States which have not yet been accepted as constituting members of the
"family of nations". The principle that a State may exist without recognition
by other States is ~tablished. Judge Hackworth states in his Digest of Inter
national Law:

"The existence in fact of a new State or a new government is not dependent
upon its recognition by other States." (Vol. I, p. 161.)

Professor James Grafton Wilson states in his treatise on International Law,
page 18:

"A de facto State, possessing all necessary characteristics required by con-
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stitutional law for full statehood, may exist, and yet such a State may not have
full status in international law. This status is acquired at the present time on
admission to the number of States now regarded as constituting the 'family
of nations'.

"The entrance of the State into international statehood, however, depends
entirel)" upon the recognition by those States already within this circle."

If a State exists, and the first sentence shows that a State may exist regard
less of its recognition, it has, of course, the rights referred to in the second
sentence.

Article 4

"The Right to Independence
"Every State has the right to its own independence in the sense that it is

free to pro"ide for its own well-being and to develop materially and spiritually
without being subjected to the domination of other States, provided always
that in so doing, it shall not impair or violate the legitimate rights of other
States."

The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 2) are:
"H. Every nation has the right to independence in the sense that it has

a right to the pursuit of happiness and is free to dev<;,lop itself without inter
ference or control from other States, provided that in so doing it does not
interfere with or violate the rights of other States." (American Institute of
International Law, 6 January 1916 and Project of Convention, 2 Harch 1925.)

"3. They respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of govern
ment under which they will live; 'and they wish to see sovereign rights and
self-government restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them."
(Atlantic Charter, 14 August 1941.)

"The American States have been incorporating in their international law,
since'1890, ... the following principles:

"g) The recognition that respect for the personality, sovereignty and in
dependence of each American State constitutes the essence of international
order sustained by continental solidarity, w!U.ch historically has been expressed
and sustained by declarations and treaties in force (Eighth International Con
ference of American States, 1938)." (Act of Chapultepec, Mexico City, 6 March
1945.)

The provision that "every State has the right to its own independence"
presupposes that the State has the attributes of an independent State. States,
as soon as they acquire the attributes of independence, have the right to maintain
their independence.

Article 10 of the Draft contains a general provision to the effect that
the rights of States are limited by the exercise of the rights of other States
in accordance with international law. The obligation not to violate the rights of
other States relates not only to the right of independence, as is specifically
stated in this proposed article, but also to other rights, and it would taerefore
be preferable to deal wie:. this matter in a general article relating to all rights.
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ArticleS

"The Duty of Non-Intervention
"No State has the right to interfere in the internal or external affairs of

another State."
The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 3) are:
"Article 8. No State has the right to intervene in the internal or external

affairs of another." (Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Montevideo,
1933.)

"Article 1. The High Contracting Parties declare inadmissible the inter
vention. of anyone of them, directly or indirectly, and for whatever reason,
in the internal" or external affairs of any other of the Parties." (Additional
Protocol Relative to Non-Intervention, Buenos Aires, 1936.)

"Article 1. The intervention of any State in the internal or external affairs
of another is inadmissible." (Declaration of American Principles, Lima, 1938.)

"The American States have been incorporating in their international law
since 1890 ..• the following principles:

"Par. b) The condemnation of intervention by one State in the internal
or external affairs of another (Seventh International Conference of American
States, 1933, and Inter-American Conference for the Maintenance of Peace,
1936)." (Act of Chapultepec, Mexico City, 1945.)

"The American community main~ains the following essential principles as
governing the relations among the States compo~ing it:

"Article 3. Each State is free and sovereign, and no State may intervene
in the internal or external affairs of another." (Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

The Charter of the Organization of American States, signed at Bogota,
30 April 1948, recites:

"Article 15. No State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly
or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of
any other State. The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed force but
also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality
of the State or against its political, economic and cultural elements."

On 3 March 1947, President Truman, in response to the greeting of the
President of Mexico, stated:

"The Good Neighbor Policy specifically includes the doctrine of non
intervention. This assures each nation freedom for its own development. My
country, in common with all the American Republics, pledged itself at the
Conference of Montevideo in 1933 and the Conference of Buenos Aires in 1936
to observe the doctrine of non-intervention. What it means is that a strong
nation does not ha~e the right to impose its will, by reason of its strength,
on a weaker nation. The whole-hearted acceptance of this doctrine by all of us
is the keystone of the inter-American system. Without it, we could not exist
as a community of good neighbors. It is a part of the basic international law
recognized by all American republics. My own country will be faithful to the
letter and to the spirit of that law.

"Non-intervention does not and cannot mean indifference to what goes on
beyond our own borders. Events in one country may have a profound effect
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in other countries. The community of nations feels concern at the violation of

accepted principles of national behavior by anyone of its members. The

lawlessness of one nation may threaten the very existence of the law upon

which all nations depend."

Article 6

"Legal Equality
"Every State is, in law and before the law, equal to all the others which

make up the community of States, and has the right to claim and assume,

as among the Powers of the world, that position of equality to which natural

law entitles it."
The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 3) are:

"Article 3. Every nation is in law and before law the equal of every

other nation belonging to the society of nations, and all nations have the

right to claim and, according to the Declaration of Independence of the

United States, 'to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and

equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's .God entitle them'."

(American Institute of International Law, 6 January 1916 and Project of

Convention, 2 March 1925.)

"Article 4. States are juridically equal, enjoy the same rights and have equal

capacity in their exercise. The rights of each one do not depend upon the

power which it possesses to assure its exercise, but upon the simple fact of its

existence as a person unde. international law." (Convention of Montevideo,

1933.)

"The A..'!lerican community maintains the following essentid principles as

governing the relations among the States composing it:

"Article 2. States are juridically equal." (Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

"Article 2, par. 1. The Org~nization is based on the principle of the

sovereign equality of all its Members." (Charter of the United Nations, 1945.)

Article 6 of the Charter of the Organization of the American States, signed

at Bogota, 30 April 1948, provides:
"States are juridically equal, enjoy equal rights and equal capacity to

exercise these rights, and have equal duties. The rights of each State depend

not upon its power to ensure the exercise thereof, but upon the mere fact

of its existence as a pe.rson under international law."

" . . . the equality of sovereign States is merely their independence under

a different name". (I, Westlake, International Law (2 ed., 1910), 321.)

In adopting the formula of Article 2 (1) of the Charter. of the United

Nations that "The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign

equality of all its Members", Committee III of the San Francisco Conference

recorded an analysis of its significance. This analysis was approved by Com

mission I and by the Conference at its Ninth Plenary Session, 25 June 1945.

It is as follows:

"1;he Subcommittee voted to keep the terminology 'sovereign equality' on

the assumption and understanding that it conveys the following:

(1) that States are juridically equal;

(2) that they enjoy the rights inherent in their full sovereignty;

-,
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(3) that the personality of the State is respected, as well as its territorial
integrity and political independence;

(4) that the State should, under international order, comply faithfully with
its international duties and obligations.

"The votes to keep the paragraph as it is, and consequently to reject amend
ments, were made on the aforesaid clear understandings."

Article 7

"E,'~clusive Jurisdiction
"Every State is entitled to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its territory

and over all nationals or foreigners within that territory.
"ForeiSners may not claim rights different from, or more extensive than,

those enjoyed by nationals."
'l'he precedents cited by,Panama (A/285, p. 3) are:
"Article 4. Every nation has the right to territory within defined boundaries

and to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over its territory, and all persons whether
native or foreign found therein." (American Institute of International Law,
1916, and Project of Convention, 1925.)

"Article 9. The jurisdiction of States within the limits of national territory
applies to all the inhabitants.

"Nationals and foreigners are under the same protection of the law and
the national authorities and the foreigners may not claim rights other or more
e.xtensive than those of the nationals." (Convention on Rights and Duties
of States, Montevideo, 1933.)

"The Calvo doctrine is based largely on two propqsitions: (1) that sovereign
States, being free and independent, enjoy the right on a basis of equality to
freedom from 'interference of any sort' (ingerence d'aucune sorte) by other
States; (2) that alie."lS are not entitled to rights and privileges not accorded
to nationals, and that therefore they may seek redress for grievances only
before the local authorities." (V, Hackworth, Digest of International Law
(1943), 635.)

Article 12 of the Charter of the Organization of American States signed at
Bogota, 30 April 1948, provides:

"The jurisdiction of States within the limits of their national territory is
exercised equally over all the inhabitants, whether nationals or aliens."

The Working Committee originally voted to include the following provision,
based on the 1933 Montevideo Convention:

"The jurisdiction of States \\'ithin the limits of national territory applies to
all inhabitants. Nationals and aliens are under the same protection and owe the
same obedience to the laws and the authorities of the country."

The delegation of the United States objected to the second sentence. It
explained that this Government has, of course, accepted the proposition as
sound international law that nationals and aliens are subject to the jurisdiction
of the State in which they reside, but that it has consistently not accepted as
correct the proposition that both are necessarily under the same protection.
It pointed out that nationals and aliens are not necessarily under the same
protection; that if the treatment accorded the alien falls below generally
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recognized standards, the government of the State of which the alien is a national

may properly bring the matter to the attention of the authorities of the other

State. The matter referred to would contravene this right and the United

States position in this regard was consistent with its reservation to the 1933

Convention. In an effort to reach a conclusion on this controversial issue in

which all the delegations could concur, the Committee decided to reconsider

its previous decision and agreed to drop the second sentence and to add the

words "whether nationals or aliens" to the first sentence. This decision was

reached with only three contrary votes and with the statement for the record

made by the delegations of Mexico and Ecuador to the effect that the

approval of article 12 does not modify or reduce the scope of article 9 of the

Convention of Montevideo on the Rights and Duties of States, with respect

to those countries that have signed and ratified that Convention without

reservation.

Instead of the second sentence of the proposed article, which should be

deleted, it is suggested that there be added the following sentence after the

first sentence: "In exercising such jurisdiction, the State must conform to

the principles of international law."

Article 8

"Diplomatic Intervention

"Every State is entitled to intervene with another State in favour of its

own nationals, acting through diplomatic channels and in a reasonable and

courteous manner; it is its duty to refrain from alleging any denial of justice

so long as its nationals have not claimed the right which they allege to

possess from the COllrts of Justice of the State to which su.:h diplomatic

representations are being made; if, however, this State should deny the founda

tion of fact or law of the interVention, and the intervening State does not

accept this denial, it may only resort to the procedure of peaceful settlement

for the solution of the dispute."

The precedents cited by Panama (in A/285, p. 4) are the Calvo doctrine

and· article 5 of a draft prepared by Gustavo Gutierrez Sanchez, of Cuba.

The proposed article, because of lack of precision in the language employed,

leaves the meaning somewhat obscure. It is suggested that the word "intercede"

be substituted for the word "intervene" throughout the article.

The second clause would appear to make the exhaustion of local remedies

a prerequisite to the presentation of an international claim based on denial

of justice.

""'hile the Government of the United States recognizes the rule of inter

national law that ordinarily local remedies, if any existing, must be exhausted

by the alien before resort to the diplomatic channel, it has not admitted that

American nationals may contract away the right of their Government to inter

vene, in appropriate cases for their protection.

The Government of the United States is of the further view that obliga

tions under international law cannot be avoided by invoking municipal law.
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Instead of Article 8 as drafted, this Government would prefer a statement

that a State has the right to intercede with another State through the diplomatic
channel to enforce its rights, and the rights of its nationals, under intematioJ;lal
law.

The last two clauses of the proposed article are particularly vague. If they
are intended to enumerate the circumstances under which a State has a right
to present a claim, they are entirely unacceptable. These provisions are not
satisfactory either as a definition of denial of justice or as a description of the
great variety of circumstances under which a State's responsibility may be
involved.

Article 9
"ReSl!ect of the Right of the State by Other States
"Any State ~hich has a right under intemational law, is entitled to have

this right respected and protected by all the other States, since rights and
duties are correlative, am.! the right of one creates for the others the duty to
respect it."

The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 4) reads:
"Article 5. Every nation entitled to a right by the law of nations is entitled

to have' that right respected and protected by all other nations, for right
and duty are correlative, and the right of one is the duty of all to observe."
(American Institute of Intemational Law, 1916, and Project of Convention,
1925.)

"Article 5. The fundamental rights of States are not susceptible of being
affected in any manner whatsoever." (Convention on Rights and Duties of
States, Montevideo, 1933.)

Proper regard for the rights of other States underlies the whole field of
intemational law. '

However, the article provides not only that the rights of other States shall
be respeded but that they shall also be "protected by all the other States".
This would appear to create a duty of collective guarantee on the part of all
the States of the rights of each one of them. Such a guarantee WOUld mean
that if a State violates any right of another State, whether a Member of the
United Nations or not, all the other States must take action to "protect" the
right of the latter. Such a provision would have far reaching results. It would
impose on States much greater collective responsibilities than is envisaged under
the Charter of the United Nations. The United States is not prepared to under
take such a responsibility.

Article 10
"Limitation of the Rights of the State
"No other limit is set to the exercise of the rights of a State than the

exercise of the rights of other States, in accordance with intemational law. It
is the duty of every State not to overstep this limit."

The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 4) is:
"Ardcle 3, paragraph 2. The exercise of these rights has no other limitation

than the exercise of the rights of other States according to intemational law."
(Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Montevideo, 1933.)

The last sentence provides in effect that a State should respect the rights
of other States. This is a repetition of article 9, above.
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Article 11

"Observance of Treaties and Sanctity of the Pledged Word

"It is the duty of every State to fulfil, in good faith, the obligations arising

from public treaties, and to respect the sanctity of the pledged word."

The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 4) are:

"Article 5. Respect for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute

the indispensable rule for the development of peaceful relations between

States, and treaties can (Jnly be revised by agreements of the contracting parties."

(Declaration of American Principles, Lima, 1938.)

"We believe in respect by all nations for the rights of others and perform

ance by all nations of established obligations." (Fundamental Principles of

International Policy, circular statement by Secretary of State Hull, 16 July 1937

[Department of State Pub. 1079].)

"The American States have been incorporating in their international law,

since 1890, ... the following principles: "(h) The affirmation that respect

for and the faithful observance of treaties constitute the indispensable rule for

the development of peaceful relations between States, and that treaties can

only be revised by agreement of the contracting parties (Declaration of

American Principles, Eighth International Conference of American States,

1938)." (Act of Chapultepec, Mexico City, 1945.)

"We the people of the United Nations determined ... to establish condi

tions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties

and other sources of international law can be maintained." (Charter of the

United Nations, Preamble, par. 3.)

"The High Contracting Parties, in order to promote internation:\l co-operation

and to achieve international peace and security by . . . a scrupulous respect

for all treaty obligations in the -dealings of the organized peoples with one

another, agree to this Covenant of the League of Nations." (League of Nations

Covenant, 28 June 1919.)

The duty of a State to fulfil treaty obligations is well-established in inter

national law. The word "public" before "treaties" should be deleted. The

expression "pledged word" in the final clause is rather vague. This expression

was considered at the San Francisco Conference by the drafters of the Charter

and was omitted.

Article 12

"Discharge of International Obligations

"It is the duty of every State to discharge, in good faith, its obligations

under international law, and it may not plead limitations arising out of its

own Constitution or its laws as an excuse for failure to discharge this duty."

The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 5) reads:

"Principle 1. Each State has a legal duty to carry out in full good faith its

obligations under international law, and it may not invoke limitations contained

in its own constitution or laws as an excuse for a failure to perform this duty."

(The International Law of the Future, 1944.)

The proposition stated is sound.

" .
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Article 13

"Authority of International Law
"The sovereignty of the State is subject to the limitations of internaticnal law,

and it is the duty of every State to adjust its conduct to international law in its
relations with other States and with the community of States."

The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 5) are:
"4. Relations between States should be governed by the precepts of inter

national law." (Declaration of American Principles, Lima, 1938.)
"Postulate 3. The conduct of each State in its relations with other States and

with the Community of States is subject to international law, and the sovereignty
of a State is subject to the limitations of international law." (The International
Law of the Future, 1944.)

"The American Community maintains the following essential principles as
governing the relations among the States composing it: 'International law is the
rule of conduct for all States.' (Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

"The High Contracting Parties, in order to promote international co-operation
and to achieve international peace and security by •.• the firm establishment of
the understandings of international law as the actual rule of conduct among
governments •.• agree to this covenant of the League of Nations." (League of
Nations Covenant, 28 June 1919.)

The proposed article employs the language of The International Law of the
Future but its provisions are placed in inverse order. The wording of that
precedent is preferable.

Article 14

"National and International Scope of the Law of Nations
"International law is at once national and international. It is national in the

sense that it is the law of the country and that it is the duty of the State to
apply it as such in solving questions concerned with its principles; it is inter
national in the sense that it is the law of the community of States and that it is
the duty of each State to apply it to all questions wl>lch arise among the
members of that cominunity and which are concerned with its principles."

The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 5) are:
"Article 6. International law is at one and the same time both national and

international; national in the sense that it is the law of the land and applicable
as such to the decision of all questions involving its principles; international in
the sense that it is the law of the society of nations and applicable as such to
all questions between and among the members of the society of nations involving
its principles." (American Institute of International Law, 1916, and Project of
Convention, 1925.)

"Postulate 2. The law of the Community of States is international law. The
development of an adequate system of iRternationallaw depends upon continuous
collaboration by States to promote the common welfare of all peoples and to
maintain just and peaceful relations between all States." (The International Law
of the Future, 1944.)

As a statement of a proposition of international law, the first sentence of
postulate 2, just quoted, is p!""'.1e-'Ted.
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Article 15
"Peaceful Settlement of Disputes
"It is the duty of every State to settle its international disputes by peaceful

means and in such a manner t1Iat neiilier peace and security nor justice are
imperiiled."

Some of the numerous precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 6) are:
"Article 2, par. 3. All Members shall settle ilieir international disputes by

peaceful means in such a manner iliat international peace and security, and
justice, are not endangered." (Charter of ilie United Nations, 1945.)

"Article 10. The primary interest of States is the conservation of peace.
Differences of any nature which arise between t1Iem should be settled by recog
nized pacific methods." (Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Monte-
video, 1933.) .

"Article IV. The High Contracting Parties obligate themselves to submit to
the conciliation procedure established by this treaty, the disputes specially men
tioned and any oiliers iliat may arise in ilieir reciprocal relations, without further
limitations than those enumerated in ilie following article, in all controversies
which it has not been possible to settle by diplomatic means within a reasonable
period of time." (Anti-war treaty of non-aggression, and conciliation, 1933.)

"2. All differences of an international character should be settled by peaceful
means." (Declaration of American Principles, Lima, 1938.)

"Principle 6. Each State has a legal duty to employ pacific means and none
but pacific means in seeking to settle its dk-.;,tes with other States, and failing
settlement by oilier pacific means to accept ilie settlement of its disputes by the
competent agency of ilie Community of States." (The International Law of the
Future, 1944.)

"The American States have been incorporating in ilieir international law, since
1890, ... the following principles:

"'f) The adoption of conciliation, unrestricted arbitration, or ilie application
of international justice, in ilie solution of any difference or dispute between
American nations, whatever its nature or origin (Inter-American Conference for
ilie Maintenance of Peace, 1936)'." (Act of ChapuItepec, Mexico City, 1945.)

'''The American community maintains the following essential principles as
governing ilie relations among ilie States comprising it:

"'7. Conflicts between States are to be settled exclusively by peaceful means.'''
(Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

"Article 13, 1. The Members of ilie League agree that whenever any dispute
shall arise between them which they recognize to be suitabk for submission to
arbitration or judicial settlement, and which cannot be satisfactorily settled by
diplomacy, they will submit t1Ie whole subject matter to arbitration or judicial
settlement.

"2. Disputes as to t1Ie interpretation of a treaty, as to any question of inter
national law, as to the existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute
a breach of any international obligation, or as to the extent and nature of t1Ie
reparation to be made for any such breach, are declared to be among t1Iose
whi'ch are generally suitable for submission to arbitration or judicial settlement.

"3. For the consideration of any such dispute, the court to which the case is
referred shall be t1Ie Permanent Court of International Justice established in
accordance with Article 14, or any tribunal agreed on by the parties to t1Ie
dispute or stipulated in any convention existing bet"neen them.
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"4-. The Members of the League agree that they will carry out in full good

faith any award or decision that may be rendered, and that they will not resort
to war against a Member of the League which complies therewith. In the event
of any failure to carry out such an award or decision, the Council shall propose
what steps should be taken to give effect thereto." (League of Nations Covenant,
28 June 1919.)

The wording of the Charter of the United Nations, quoted above, is preferred.

Article 16

"Condemnation of War as an Instrument of National and International Policy
and of the Threat or Use of Force

"It is the duty of every State to refrain from the use of war of aggression as
an instrument of national or international policy, and from resorting to the threat
or use of force against the territorial integrity and political independence of
another State, or for the recovery of public debts from another State, or in any
other form which is inconsistent with international order."

The precedents cited by Panama (Af285, p. 6) are:
"Article I. The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare in the names (>f

their respective peoples that they condemn recourse to war for the solution of
international controversies, and renounce it as an instrument of national policy
in their relations with one another." (Treaty for the Renunciation of War
(Briand-Kellogg Pact), 1928.}

"Article I. The High Contracting Parties solemnly declare that they condemn
wars of aggression in their mutual relations or in those with other States, and
that the settlement of disputes or controversies of any kind that may arise among
them shall be effected only by the pacific means which have the sanction of
international law." (Anti-War Treaty of Non-Aggression and Conciliation, Rio
de Janeiro, 1933.)

"Article 3. The use of force as an instrument of national or international
policy is proscribed." (Declaration of American Principles, Lima, 1938.)

"Eighth. They believe that all of the nations of the world, for realistic as
well as spiritual reasons must come to the abandonment of the use of force.
Since no future peace can be maintained if land, sea or air armaments continue
to be employed by nations which threaten, or may threaten, aggression outside
of their frontiers, they believe, pending the establishment of a wider and
permanent system of general security, that the disarmament of such nations is
essential. They will likewise aid and encourage all other practical measures
which will lighten for peace-loving peoples the crushing burden of armaments."
(Atlantic Charter, 14- August 194-1.)

"The American Community maintains the following essential principles as
governing the relationS among the States composing it: "'8. War of aggression
in any of its forms is outlawed.'" (Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

"Article 2, par. 4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations
from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political inde
pendence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes
of the United Nations." (Charter of the United Nations, 1945.)
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"The acknowledgment of the debt, the payment of it in its entirety, can and

must be made by the nation without diminution of its inherent rights as a
sovereign entity, but the summary and immediate collection at a given moment,
by means of force, would occasion nothing less than the ruin of the weakest
nations and the absorption of their governments, together with all the functions
inherent in them, by the mighty of the earth." (Luis M. Drago, Argentine
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 29 December 1902.)

The United States, a party to the international agreements quoted above,
condemns wars of aggression, and resort to the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity and political independence of other States.

The proposed text prohibits also the use of force for the recovery of public
debts from another State. This principle is known as the Drago Doctrine. It is
doubtful that any State would at this date resort to force for that purpose and
for this reason the reiteration of the Doctrine might well be omitted, although
there is no objection in principle to its inclusion.

Article 17

"Right of Legitimate Defence
"Every State has the inherent right of individual or collective legitimate

defence, and in the exercise of this right, it may use force to counter the un
authorized use of force by another State, provided that it shall immediately
advise the competent organ of the community of States."

The precedents cited by Panama (AJ285, p. 6) are:
"Principle 7. Each State has a legal duty to refrain from any use of force and

from any threat to use force in its relations with another State, except as
authorized by the competent agency of the Community of States; but subject to
immediate reference to and approval by the competent agency of the Com
munity of States, a State may oppose by force an unauthorized use of force
made against it by another State." (The International Law of the Future, 1944.)

"Article 51. Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right
of, individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a
Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken the
measures necessary to maintain international peace and security. Measures taken
by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be immediately
reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority and
responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any
time such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore inter
national peace and security." (Charter of the United Nations, 1945.)

While the right of self-defence should be safeguarded, the article as drafted
is unsatisfactory, particularly because of its ambigUities.

The insertion of the word "legitimate" before "defence" does not appear to
clarify the concept. In view of the Spanish text of Article 51 of the United
Natjons Charter which has the expression "legitimate defence" for the words
"self-defence" in the English text of that article, query whether in Article 17
the words "legitimate defence" are not intended to translate the concept of
self-defence.
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Under the article, a State would be under obligation to advise immediately

the competent organ of the "Community of States". It is not clear what is
meant by the words just quoted. The article appears to presuppose the existence
of an organization of the entire community of States.

In an address before the American Society of International Law on 28 April
1928, Secretary of State Kellogg stated:

"( 1) Self-defense. There is nothing in the American draft of an anti-war
treaty which restricts or impairs in any way the right of self-defense. That right
is inherent in every sovereign state and is implicit 'n every treaty. Every nation
is free at all times and regardless of treaty provisions to defend its territory from
attack or invasion and jt alone is competent to decide whether circumstances
require recourse to war ill self"defense. If it has a good case, the world will
applaud .and not condemn its action. Express recognition by treaty of this
inalienable right,' however, gives ris:: to the same difficulty encountered in any
effort to define aggressiol}. It is the identical question approached from the other
side. Inasmuch as no treaty provision can add to the natura! right of self-defense,
it is not in the interest of peace that a treaty should stipulate a juristic concep
tion of self-defense since it is far too easy for the unscrupulous to mold events
to accord with an agreed definition."

In conill:xion with the proposed article, for example, query as to the meaning
of "unauthorized use of force".

The Charter 01 the United Nations assumes that the right of self-defence is
recognized and understood.

Article 18

"Non-Recognition of Territorial Acquisitions Obtained by Force
"It is the duty of every State to refrain from recognizing territorial acquisitions

obtained through force or the threat of force."
The precedentd cited by Panama (A/285, p. 7) are:
"First. That the principle of conquest shall not, during the continuance of

the treaty of arbitration, be rer.ognized as admissible under American public law.
"Second. That all cessions of territory made during the continuance of the

treaty of arbitration shall be void if made under threats of war or in the presence
of armed force." (Recommendation, First International Conference of American
States, 1890; the treaty of arbitration referred to was not consummated.)

"The American nations further declare that they will not recognize any terri
torial arrangement of this [Bolivian-Paraguayan] controversy which has not been
obtained by peaceful means nor the validity of territorial acquisitions which may
be obtained through occupation or conquest by force of arms." (Inter-American
Declaration of 3 AUIWst 1932.)

"11. They declare that as between the High Contracting Parties territorial
questions must not be settled by violence, and that they will not recognize any
territorial arrangement which is not obtained by pacific means, nor the validity
of the occupation or acquisition of territories that may be brought about by
force of arms." (Anti-war Treaty of Non-aggression and Conciliation, Rio de
Janeiro, 1933.)

"Article 11. The contracting States definitely establish as the rule of their
conduct the precise obligation not to recognize territorial acquisitions or special
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advantages which have been obtained by force whether this consists in the
employment of arms, in threatening diplomatic representations, or in any other
effective coercive measure. The territory of a State is inviolable !lIld may not
be the object of military occupation nor of other measures of force imposed by
another State directly or indirectly or for any motive whatever even temporarily."
(Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Montevideo, 1933.)

"2. They desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the
freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned." (Atlantic Charter, 14 August
1941.)

"The American States have been incorporating in their international law, since
1890," the foHowing principles:

"a} The proscription of territorial conquest and the non..recognition of all
acquisitions made by force (First International Conference of American States,
1890}." (Act of Chapultepec, Mexico City, 1945.)

"The American community maintains the following esseutial principles as
governing the relations among the States composing it:

"5. The American States do not recognize the validity of territorial conquests."
(Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

With respect to article 11 of the Convention of Montevideo, quoted above,
the delegates of Brazil and Peru recorded the following private vote:

"That they accept the doctrine in principle but that they do not consider it
codifiable because there are some countries which have not yet signed the
Anti-War Pact of Rio de Janeiro of which this doctrine is a part and therefore
it does not yet constitute positive international law suitable for codification."
(4 Treaties, Conventions, etc." Trenwith (1938) 4811.)

The article reflects the so-called Stimson-Hoover doctrine contained in the
United States note to the Japanese and Chinese Governments of 7 January 1932.
In the note the Secretary of State announced:

"In view of the present situaiion and of its own rights and obligations therein,
the American Government deems it to be its duty to notify both the Government
of the Chinese Republic and the Impe°rial Japanese Government that it cannot
admit the legality of any situation de facto nor does it intend to recognize any
treaty or agreement entered into between these Govemments, or agents thereof,
which may impair the treaty rights of the United States or its citizens in China,
including those which n:late to the sovereignty, the independence or the terri
torial and administrative integrity of the Republic of China, or to the inter
national policy relative to China, commonly known as the Open Door Policy;
and that it does not intend to recognize any situation, treaty, or agreement which
may be brought about by means contrary to the covenants and obligations of
the Pact of Paris of August 27, 1928, to which treaty both China and Japan,
as well as the United States, are parties."

Article 19

"Co-operation in the Prevention of Acts of Force
"It is the duty of every State to afford the community of States every kind

of assistanc~ in whatever action that community undertakes, and it should
abstain from rendering aswtance to any State against which the community is
conducting preventive or coercive action."



208
The precedents cited by Panama (A{285, p. 7) are:
"Principle 8. Each State has a legal duty to take, in cooperation with other

States, such measures as may be prescribed by the competent agency of the
Community of States for pre""9ting or suppressing a use of force by any State
in its relations with another State." (The International Law of the Future,
t9-H.)

"Article 2, par. 5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance
in any ut·tion it tukes in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain
from giving assistance to any State aguinst which the United Nations is taking
preventive or enforcement action." (Charter of the United Nations, 1945.)

"Article 10. The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve
us ugainst external aggression the territorial integrity and existing political inde·
pendence of all'Members of the League. In case of any such aggression or in
case of any tltreut or dauger of such aggression, the Council shall advise upon
the means by which this obligation shall be fulfilled." (League of Nations Cove
IUlllt, 28 Junl1 1919.)

The Churter of the United Nations creates an obligation on the part of
Member States to assist when action is taken in accordance with its provisions.
Member States have agreed t,e take action consistent with the Charter. Tlte
pl'Oposed article is much bl'Ouder. The obligation to assist would exist with
I'l'spcet to "whatever action" the "community of States" undertakes. An organi
tution of the entire community of States is presupposed. States may not be
willing to agree to "every kind of assistance in whatever action" the unorganized
"community of States" may take or to assist in whatever action certain regional
organir.l\tions, now organized or organized in the future, might take.

Artl'cl, 20

"Co-operation in the Pursuit of the Aims of the Community of States
"It is the duty of every State to take, in co.operatio'l with other States, the

measures prescribed by the competent organs of the community of States in
order to prevent or put down the use of force by a State in its relations with
another State, or in the general interest."

The precedents cited by Panama (A{285, p. 7) are:
"Article 6. Peaceful collaboration between representatives of the various

States and the development of intellectual interchange among their peoples are
conducive to an understanding by each of the problems of the other as well as
of the problems common to all, and makes more l'eadily possible the peaceful
adjlllstme!lt of international controversies.

"Article 8. International cooperation is a necessary condition to the main
tenance of the aforementioned principles." (Declaration of American Principles,
Lima, 1938.)

"Principle 8. Each State has a legal duty to take, in cooperation with other
States, such measures as may be prescribed by the competent agency of the
Community of States for preventiug or suppressing a use of force by any State
in its relations with ano}~her State." (The International Law of the Future,
1944.)

"Article 5. A Member of the United Nations against which preventive or
enforcement action has been taken by the Security Council may be suspended
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from the exercise of the rights and privileges of membership by the General
Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council. The exercise of
these rights and privileges may be restored by the Security Council." (Charter
of the United Nations, 1945.)

The proposed article as worded goes beyond the accepted principles of inter
national law.

So far as co-operation with other States "in order to prevent or put down the
use of force by a State" is concerned, t.lte article seems to add little to articl" 19
above which is headed "Co-operation in the Prevention of Acts of Force".

The article refers to co-operation with respect to "measures prescribed by the
competent organs of the community of States". Under the article, a State would
be under obligation to take, in co-operation with other States, the measures
prescribed by the competent organs of the "community of States" in the "general
interest." As stated abovc, it is not clear what is meant by the words "community
of States". The articlc appears to presuppose the existence of an organization
of the cntirc community of States, and is idealistic in character.

Article 21

"Maintenance of Conditions Calculated to Ensure International Peace and
Order

"It is the duty of every State to ensure that the conditions prevailing within
its territory do not threaten international peace and order, and, to that end, it
must treat its own population in a manner which does not violate the dictates of
humanity and justice, or offend the conscience of mankind."

The pr.ecedent cited by Panama (Aj285, p. 8) is:
"Principle 2. Each State has a legal duty to see that conditions prevailing

within its own territory do not' menace intemational peace and order, and to
this end it must treat its own population in a way which will not violate the
dictates of humanity and justice or shock the conscience of mankind." (The
International Law of the Future, 1944.)

Generally speaking, international law has not dealt with the treatment to be
accorded by a State to its own nationals. However, developments in the Second
World War and particularly the Charter and Judgment of the NUmberg Tribunal
have laid a foundation for such a provision. In considering this article, as in
several other articles of the draft commented upon, the International Law
Commission will need to determine whether and, if so, the extent to which they
are codifying international law as it exists or as it should exist, i.e., the nature
of the document in which the Commission's text shall be cast. If it is not limited
to existing international law and if it is intended to state legally-binding princi
ples, the instrument will, in the view of the Government of the United States,
need to be cast in treaty form.

Article 22

"Duty not to Foment Civil Disturbances in Other States
"It is the duty of every State to ensure that, within its own territory, no

activities are organizedr,or the purpose of fomenting civil strife within the
territory of another State."
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The precedent cited by Panama (A/285, p. 8) is:
"Principle 1. Each State has a legal duty to prevent the organization within

its territory of activities calculated to foment civil strife in the territory of any
other State." (The International Law of the Future, 1941.)

Article I of the Convcntion relating to Duties and Rights of States in the
Evcnt of CivH Strife between the American Republics, signed at Habana, 20
February 1928 (46 Stat. 2H9; 1 Treaties, Conventions, etc., Trenwith (1938),
1;25), provides:

"The Contracting States bind themselves to observe the following rules with
regard to civil strife in another one of them:

"I. To use all means at their disposal to prevent the inhabitants of their
tcrritory,' nationals or aliens, from participating in, gathering elements, crossing
the boundary or sailing from their territory for the purpose of starting or pro
moting civil strife.

"2. To disarm and intern every rebel force crossing their boundaries, the
('xpenses of internment to be borne by the State where public order may have
becn disturbed. The arms found in the hands of the rebels may be seized and
withdrawn by the Govemment of the country granting asylum, to be returned,
once the struggle has ended, to the State in civil strife.

"3. To forbid the traffic in ;>rms and war material, except when intended for
the (iQvemment, while the belligerency of the rebels has not been recognized,
in which lattcr case the rules of neutrality shall be applied.

"1. To prcvent that within their jurisdiction there be equipped, armed or
adapted for warlike pl.!rposes any vessel intended to operate in favor of the
rebellion."

The Unitcd States is a party to this Convention.

Article 23

"Equality of Opportunit)' and Interdependence in the Economic Sphere
"Every State has the right of access, on equal terms to the trade, commodities

and raw materials of the world which are necessary to its economic prosperity.
"It is the duty of every State to eliminate from its economic activities every

artificial means tending to establish differences in the acquisition of the natural
products of the soil of another State, and to refrain from exercising control over
means of transport, restricting trade, or bringing about restrictions in commercial
credits and currency of another State."

The precedents cited by Panama (A/285, p. 8) are:
"Article 7. Economic reconstruction contributes to national and international

well-being, as well as to peace among nations." (Declaration of American Pdn
ciples, Lima, 1938.)

"4. They will endeavor, with· due respect for their existing obligations, to
further the enjoyment by all States, great or small, victor or vanquished, of
access, on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw materials of the world which
are needed for their economic prosperity." (Atlantic Charter, 14 August 1941.)

<.one American community maintains the following essential principles as
governing the relations among the States composing it:

"'15. Economic cooperation is essential to the common prosperity of the
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American Nations. Want among any of their peoples whether in the form of

poverty, malnutrition, or ill health, affects each one of them and consequentiy

all of them jointly.''' (Declaration of Mexico, 1945.)

"2. To cooperate with other nations to bring about through the elimination

of existing forms of discrimination and the prevention of new forms, t..1:Ie enjoy

ment by all nations of access on equal terms to the trade and raw materials of

the world, in accordance with the principles of the Atlantic Charter, and likewise

to declare and accept a reciprocal principle of equal access to the producers'

goods which are needed for their industrial and economic development."

(Economic Charter of the Americas, Declaration of Principles, Mexico City,

1945.)

The article goes much further than established principles of international law.

It raises complex questions of an economic character which should, if dealt with

by the International Law Commission, be treated of in a convention devoted

to the subject of economics. The United StateE could not subscribe to the

article in its present form.

Article 24

"Prohibition of Pacts Incompatible with the Discharge of Intemational

Obligations

"It is the duty of every State to refrain from concluding with other States

agreements, the observance of which is inconsistent with the discharge of its

obligations under international law or under the constituent pact of the com

munity of States."

The precedents cited by Panama (Aj285, p. 8) are:

"Principle 10. Each State ha~ a legal duty to refrain from entering into any

agreement with another State, the performance of which would be inconsistent

with the discharge of its duties under general international law." (The Inter

national Law of the Future, 1944.)

"Article 103. In the event of a conflict between the obligations of the Mem

bers of the United Nations under the present Charter and their obligations

under any other international agreement, their obligations under the present

charter shall prevail." (Charter of the United Nations, 1945.)

The article does not set forth a principle of intemationallaw.

International law is developed in part by international agreements in deroga

tion of rights otherwise enjoyed by a State. Each time a right otherwise enjoyed

under international law is waived by conventional agreement, as between the

parties to such agreement, the reciprocal duty is also changed. To prohibit the

waiver of rights and duties arising under international law would prevent the

conclusion of numerous international instruments. By the Charter of the United

Nations, for example, the Members altered certain rights and duties ot..':Ierwise

enjoyed by or incumbent upon them under international law.

It is to be borne in mind that international law is universal and not merely

the law existing between Members of the United Nations. A certain artificiality

appears in the draft commented upon wherever it is assumed, as is done in the

above article, that there exists a "constituent pact of the community of States"

which is universal in character.
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17. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM v"ENEZUF.LA192
[Original: Spanish]

Ministry of External Relations
Caracas, 12 September 1947

With reference to the Secretary-General's note No. 904-3-2/0S of 2 July
1947, regarding the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States
submitted by Panama, I have the honour to forward the attached report
containing the Government of Venezuela's observations on the above draft.

I have the honour, etc.
(Signed) Gonzalo BARRIOS

In Charge of Ministry

Carac.as, 7 July 1947
REpORT

Subject: Draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States

The d~aft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States drawn up by
Doctor R. J. Alfaro, the eminent jurist, and submitted by the delegation of
the Republic of Panama for consideration by the United Nations, represents
an invaluable contribution to the formulation of the cardinal principles of
international law and a notable advance as regards their codification. The
Government of Venezuela congratulates the author of the draft and the delega
tion of P:mama, and considers that the draft can serve as an excellent basis
for discussion for the appropriate Committee and the United Nations Assembly.

The subject under l:onsideration is, however, so delicate and complex, and
the principles laid down of such far-reaching importance, that it is not possible
at this stage to do more than express general approval of this most interesting
draft, and submit some observations prompted by its study.

The first is in regard to the actual form of the Declaration and the general
method of exposition adopted. It is clear, to begin with, that the United
Nations may choose one of two methods of formulating the rights a.'ld duties
of States: either that of a formal convention drafted in the plain, clear and
exact terms proper to a treaty or a law and eschewing dogmatic statements
or abstract formulas so as not to depart from the rigid language of the law, or
that of a Declaration of wider and fuller content, more general and compre
hensive, but lacking the rigour of a legal text.

The first method offers marked advantages in the ,;,;-!ification of international
law and was adopted in America in the case of the 1933 Convention of Monte
video which is now an established text of positive law on this cominent, capable
of being improved or expl\llded but not set aside. It rejects the theoretical,
vague or inexact and sometimes even abstruse formulas employed in other
drafts, and embodies i'1- the text of a treaty the basic principles and positive
formulas of international law as we conceive it in this continent. Moreover,
these principles cease to be a simple declaration and become a text bindi.-:g on
all the States ratifying it. Venezuela has always been in favour of this method,
which it believes the more suitable to the codification of international law and
offering greater safeguards to States Members.

"Originally issued as A/400/Add. 1. I
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The second method, that of the simple declaration, similar to that proposed

by the delegation of Panama, has been adopted on many occasions by inter

national juridical bodies and authoritative jurists. It is based on the argument

that the rights and duties of States as such are not created by the text of a treaty

or international Convention but are inherent in their quality as States and can

only be recognized or stated. Following this line of thought, a declaration

would be a more suitable techuical instrument than a convention for formu!at

ing such fundamental prJlciples. Whilst there is some truth in such an argu

ment, the fact remains that a declaration has neither the firmness, the binding

character, nor the force of a convention, and that it is more likely to be dis

regarded or violated than the latter. The proper mo:thod of establishing rights

and duties in positive international law, at least at the present stage of develop

ment, is the covenant or treaty and not the declaration, which appears to have

moral rather than juridical force. Hence, Venezuela, following her traditional

policy in the field of international co-operation, would prefer the first to the

second method, the more so as the work we do on this subject will be the

armature of positive international law on a world-wide scale.

It m.ight be asserted that the American convention method would meet with

opposition from the States of other continents which have not yet accepted

such advanced principles of positive international law, and which do not possess

the rnlW firmly established tradition of the new world in this field. It should

be remembered, however, that the adoption of a simple declaration would be

a retrograde step for the American Republics since, if it was in the end accepted,

it would be necessary to make an exception for these countries in the general

text, stating that the declaration did not imply the relaxation of existing contrac

tual obligations of a more binding character.
This leads us to a brief consideration of the actual content of the declara

tion. The short, concise and prescriptive form adopted in the Montevideo

Convention capable of being rounded off and perfected but limited to specific

precepts appears, as Dr. Alfaro himself remarks, much more advisable than

the vague, abstract or inexact formulas of other drafts. The Panama declara

tion, however, does not entirely avoid this defect and it would be preferable

to eliminate from it everything other than precepts and leave formulas of other

kinds either to the preamble or to a supplementary text in the form of a simple

declaration. It is only fair to say that the draft under consideration represents

a considerable advance in this direction.
Only a few specific observations will be made on the actual text of the draft:

No. 1: The right to national existence, common to the doctrines of classical

law and to other existing drafts, together with the right of self-defence, is

indisputable. The limitations contained in the rest of the paragraph not only

detract from the force of the precept itself by imposing c'bnditions on it, but

make the exercise of this right dependent on a subjective appreciation of the

justice of the action, difficult to define or state clearly. The theory of the

misuse of a right, as applied in the international sphere, may lead to dangerous

cOnsequences if it is not defined ID the text itself. It would, therefore, be better

to delete the second part of this paragraph.

No. 8: The juridical tradition of the American States, now generally

accepted in international law, does not admit of diplomatic intervention or

protection unless two conditions are fulfilled, namely, the previous exhaustion

of the possibilities offered by the national courts and a clear denial of justice.
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The Venezuelan doctrine in this matter is firmly established and unambiguous.
The text of the draft appears to be based on these principles, but it does not
develop them with sufficient clarity and precision. It would be desirable to
substitute for the text a formula defining these conditions more exactly.
Venezuela is in favour of the inclusion of this subject in any document of this
kind, but cannot accept any weakening of the doctrine stated.

No. 9: The duty of a State to respect the rights of other States flows from
the very existence of the law but the duty of jointly protecting such rights
implies a more advanced idea, one of action rather than of abstention, and
emerges more properly from international instruments of another kind (United
Nations Cparter, regional pacts). The statement in such general terms of the
right to protection'might well go beyond what is now acceptable in international
affairs.

No. 12: The principle, exact enough in general terms, that the Constitution
2nd laws of States cannot affect their international rights and duties, either as
regards commission or omission, is difficult to apply in practice, since the pub
lic authorities of States are bound by their national rules and cannot disregard
them without incurring political and constitutional responsibilities. There seems
to be no positive way of applying the principle ot.lJ.er than the intervention of
international justice annulling such national rules and intervention of this kind
would threaten the autonomy of States. Each State must be left free to choose
the way in which it will discharge its international obligations and, if it fails to
do so, sanctions must be applied in accordance with the general agreements. No
general formula of the kind proposed seems likely to be acceptable.

No. 13: The limitation of the sovereignty of the States by international law
is a result of the recent development of the latter, and is still affected by the
imprecision of international law at the present time. It would therefore be
desirable to delete the first phrase of this paragraph.

No. f6: It has not so far been possible to find an acceptable definition of
aggression; hence the inclusion of this term in the prohibition of war might
give rise to considerable difficulties. Moreover, the very welcome inclusion of
the Drago doctrine in its original form, limited to public debts, seems inade
quate. The prohibition of the recovery by force of contractual debts is more
far-reaching and has wider implications in contemporary law.

No. 21: The principle that each State should avoid creating conditions in
its territory which threaten international peace and order and that it must
ensure that its population enjoys conditions which do not violate the dictates
of humanity and justice, is an excellent one but should be completed by a
formula providing for the adoption of minimum standards defining such rights
(Bill of Human Rights).

No. 23: Article 23 is too general in character; the obligations it lays down
are too far-reaching to be accepted at the present time. Its adoption would
expose the economic life of States to the risk of paralysis at a time of grave
economic complications. What should be prohibited as a violation of inter
nat10nal order is discriminatory treatment directed agaimt a particular State.
and not joint measures of economic defence.

As a general remark, it may be added that it would be d(~sirable to re-arrange
the clauses of the draft in a more logical order.
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C. TEXTS OF COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS RECEIWo,?, FROM

NON·GOVERNMENTAL ORGAN.!ATIONS

1. AM;.:;RICAN BAR ASSOCU.TION1911

SPECfAL COMMrITEE FOR PEACE AND LAv THROUGH UNITED NATIONS

17 Apri11947

Dear Sir:
The Association, through the votes of its House of Delegates, has pledged

to the General Assembly and the Secretary-General of the United Nations

whatever assistance the Association can render through the above Committee,

for the fulfilment of the General Assembly's resolution as to the development

and codification of international law. Jointly with the Canadian Bar Associa

tion, we started in March a series of thirty Regional Group Conferences

throughout the United States and six in Canada, to enlist the interest and elicit

the views of our representative jurists and lawyers in all parts of the two

countries as to the principles which should be embodied in formulations as to

the duties and rights of States under international law.

All this is well under way, with marked interest and success in the Regional

Conferences thus far held, under the direction of the above Committee. Our

Regional Meetings of the general membership of the Association are each

devoting a session to international law. Our overall programme as planned

will take about three years, we think; but we shall be subject to your sugges

tions and wishes as to some aspects of our timing.
Most cordially yours,

(Signed) William L. RANSOM

Chairman of the Committee
for Peace and Law Through

United Nations

2. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW194

12 May 1947

Sir:
You are kind enough to transmit the text of a draft Declaration on the

Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama, with a request made in

conformity with the General Assembly's resolution of 11 December 1946, that

comments and observations be sent to you. You request that these comments

and observations be forwarded to you before 1 June 1947.

The Committee on Codification is anxious to co-operate with the United

Nations in this field, but would be unable to make any constructive suggestions

within the brief time you suggest. Doubtless the process of codification will be

a long one, and the Committee of the Society hopes that at a later time it will

be able to make suggestions which will be of use.

With assurance of my high esteem, I am, Sir,
Very truly yours,

(Signed) Manley O. HUDSON

Chairman, Committee on Codification,
American Society of International Law

""'Originally issued in A/AC.IO/39. p. 7.
"'Originally issued in A/AC.IOj39. p. 8.

I.
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3. INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATIONlOIl

Sir,
With further reference to your letter of 14 February regarding the draft

Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States submitted by the Government
of Panama, I now, as requested, beg to inform you of the comment:l and
observations of my Executive Council.

1. The Council"desires to express its appreciation of the high service ren
dered to the cause of international law by the authors of the draft Declaration,
and recognizes dlat it may be of great value as a means of developing public
opinion throughout the world.

2. The proposal, being one for codification of a branch of public international
law, shou!d be dealt with in whatever manner is decided by the Committee
appointed by the General Assembly to be the method applicable to codification
generally in pursu:mce of Article 13 1 a of the Charter.

3. The Report of a Committee, under the chairmanship of Judge Sir
Amold McNair, adopted by my Executive Council on 3· May for presentation
to our Prague Conference, to be held from 31 August to 6 September 1947,
makes recommendations as to this method.

4. This Report, which will be discussed at Prague, is now in the printers'
hands and will be available shortly in its present frJrm for the use of the
United Nations Committee and other bodies and persons interested.

5. The Executive Council wishes to emphasize its desire to render any
further service in this matter which the United Nations may consider appro
priate.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant,
(Signed) Arthur JAFFE
Hon. Secretary General

4. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM
CONCERNING COMMENT AND OBSERVATIONS

BY ITS NATIONAL BODIES19fl

United Kingdom Ddegation
to the United Nations

New York, 11 September 1947

With reference to your Excellency's communication No. 905-3-2/08 of
2 July about the draft Declaration presented by Panama on the Rights and
Duties of 8tao,es, I have the honour t.o bring to your notice the following
statement of action taken in response to your request for comments and observa
tions on the Panamanian proposal by national bodies in the United Kingdom.

(a) The International Law Association sent its observations direct to
Dr. Kemo on 15 May.lOT

'''Originally issued in A/AC.I0/39. p. 9.
110 Originally issued in A/400. p. 22.
m DoCUment A/AC.l0/!,9. p. 9. See supra, p. 195.
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(b) The Grotius Society sent the report of its Sub-Committee to the United

Kingdom delegation on 24 June, in connexion with the works of the Committee

on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification. A

. copy of the Grotius Society's report is enclosed herewith.

(c) The Society of Comparative Legislation, which was approached by

His Majesty's Government, had no comment of substance, but said that it

fegard~d the Declaration as appl'Opriate for consideration by any Commission

which might be set up to deal scientifically with the codification of international

law.
(Signed) A. CAoooAN

THE GROTlUS SOCIETY

President: Sir Ceci1 Hurst, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., K.C.

Vice-President: The Rt. Hon. Lord du Parcq.

Hon. Secretary: C. John Colombos, LL.D.
2 King's Bench Walk

The Temple
London, E.C.4.

Sub-Committee on the "Rights and Duties of Statei', approved by the

Executive Committee of the Society held on 11 June 1947

Your Sub-Committee has considered the draft Declaration of the Rights

and Duties of States prepared by the delegation of Panama, which, in its view,

represents a careful and thorough study of this imPOl~t problem. In its

opinion, however, this draft Declaration should not be treated in any way

separately from codification in general, but should be considered as a proposal

for codification and be subjected to whatever procedure is recommended for

codification in general.
Your Sub-Committee understands that the General Assembly of the United

Nations, at its fifty-fifth plenary meeting on 11 December 1946, adopted a

resolution concerning the progres~ive development of international law and its

codification as envisaged by Article 13 of the Charter of the United Nations.

Your Sub-Committee accordingly recommends that the "Draft Declaration

on. thf Rights and Duties of States" should be considered as a potential con

tribub"n to such progressive development md codification and be studied by

whatever method it will be decided to adopt for the accomplishment of that

purpose.
Your Sub-Committee expresses its willingness to give any further assistance

in its power which the United Nations may consider appropriate.
(Signed) C. John COLOMBOS

Convener
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D. LIST OF UNITED NATIONS DOCUMENTS
1. LIST OF DOCUMENTS ON RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES

A/3 Supplementary list of items for inclu
sion in the agenda of the first part of
the first session of the General As
sembly (Memorandum by the Execu
tive Secretary) (Also issued as A/-
BUR/I,ll January 1946)........... 5 January 1946
General Committee: Report to the
General Assembly on the supplement-
ary list of items to be included in the
agenda of the first part of the first
session " 14 January 1946
Delegation of Panama: Draft Declara-
tion on the Rights and Duties of
States 29 January 1946
Draft Declaration on Fundamental
Human Rights and Freedoms and
on Rights and Duties of States (cable
from Mr. R. J. Alfaro, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Panama) 10 October 1946
Provisional agenda for the second part
of the first session of the General As-
sembly (Supplementary list of items) 16 October 1946
Allocation of agenda items to com-
mittees (Memorandum by the Secre-
tary-General) 24 October 1945
General Committee Report on consul-
tation between the Secretary-General
and the Chairmen of the First and
Third Committees concerning item 6
on the supplementary list. Draft Dec
laration on Fundamental Human Rights
and Freedoms and on the Rights and
Duties of States (Item proposed by
Panama) 28 October 1946
Allocation of agenda items to com-
mittees, Report of the General Com-
mittee to the General Assembly (Item
7 agenda First Committee) .•...... 29 October 1946
Rights and Duties of States, Draft
Declaration submitted by the delega-
tion of Panama.................... 4 November 1946
Delegation of Panama: Draft Declara-
tion on the Rights and Duties of
states " " '" 1 December 1946
Delegation of the United States,
Panama, El SalvadoT and Poland:
Proposal concerning the draft Declara
tion submitted by the delegation of
Panama on the Rights and Duties of
States " 5 December 1946
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Committee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Provisional Agenda ....
The Codification of International l.aw
in the Inter-American System with
special reference to the Methods of
Codification .

Corrigendum to above .
Committee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Draft Declaration cn
the Rights and Duties of States (Com
ments and observations received by the
Secret,ary-General as of 1 June 1947) ..
Committee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Suggestions by the dele
gation of Argentina on item 5 of the
provisional agend:-. (Document A/AC.
10/1,5 May 1947 .
Committee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Draft Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States. Adden
dum to the comments and observations
submitted by Member States of the
United Nations .
Delegation of Mexico to the United
Nations. Recommendations concerning
the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States .

8 December 1946

15 January 1947

31 January 1947

31 January 1947

30 April 1947

5 May 1947

6 May 1947

12 Ma11947

5 June 1947

7 June 1947

10 June 1947

10 June 1947



A/AC.I0/49

A/AC.I0/49/Corr.l

A/AC.1O/53

A/AC·lOi56

A/329

A/333

A/AC.I0/39/
Add.2/Corr.l

A/340

11./369

A/BUR/82

A/390

A/392

A/C.6/134

A/C.6jI36

A/C.6/137
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Report of the Rapporteur on item 5
of the provisional agenda (draft Dec
laration on the Rights and Duties of
States presented by Panama). .. .. .. .. 14 June 1947
Report of the Committee on item 5
of the provisional agenda (draft Dec-
laration on the Rights and Duties of
States presented by Panama). . ... .. . . 16 June 1947
Report of the Committee on the draft
Declaration on the Rights and Duties
of States presented by Panama...... 16 June 1947
Letter from the Chairmm of the Com-
mittee to the Secretary-General on the
draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States................... . 18 June 1947
Provisional agenda for the second
regular session of the General Assembly 18 July 1947
Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama.
Report of the Committee on the Pro-
gressive Development of International
Law and its Codification. . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 July 1947
Letter from the delegation of Mexico
to the Unitecl Nations....... . . . . . . . 28 July 1947
Draft Charter of the Duties and Rights
of States. Submitted by Ecuador. . . . 21 Augnst 1947
Supplementary list of items for the
agenda of the second regular session. . 28 August 1947
Proposed allocation of agenda items
to the committees (Note by the Secre-
tary-General) •........ " , 12 September 1947
Draft Charter of the Duties and Rights
of States. Note from Ecuador 12 September 1947
Report of the General Committee;
Provisional agenda for the second regu-
lar session " , 22 September 1947
Allocation of items on the agenda of
the second regular session , 24 September 1947
Proposed Plan of Work and Organiza-
tion of the Sixth Committee (Memo-
randum submitted by the Secretariat) .. 24 September 1947
Progressive Development of Interna-
tional Law and its Codification. Reso-
lution on the Establishment of an
International Law Commission pro-
posed by the delegatiori of the United
States 24 September 1947

;1
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Sixth Committee. Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its Codi
fication, Resolution on the establishment
of an International Law Commission
proposed by the delegation of France 25 September 1947

Draft Resolution proposed by the Rep-
resentative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics 26 September 1947

Sixth Committee. Progressive Develop-
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Amendment submitted by
the delegation of Egypt to the draft
resolution proposed by the delegation
of the United States (A/C.6/137) ..... 26 September 1947

Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama
(Item 35 of the agenda for the second
regul?r session). Communications re-
ceived by the Secretary-General up
to 22 September 1947 29 September 1947

Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama
(Item 35 of the agenda for the second
regular session). Communication re-
ceived from Venezuela .........•.... .30 September 1947

Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama
(Item 35 of the agenda for the second
regular seo"ion). Corrigendnm to Com-
munications received by the Secretary-
General up to 22 September 1947.... 1 October 1947

Draft Resolution on the Establish-
ment of an Interim Body to function
until such time as the Members of the
International Law Commission are
elected. Proposed by the delegation of
China..... 3 October 1947

Amendment submitted by the delega-
tion of Colombia to the draft Resolu-
tion proposed by the delegation of
China 13 October 1947

Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama.
Report of the Committee on the Pro-
gressive Development of International
Law and its Codification. Draft Report
submitted by the Rapporteur 4 November 1947

• , v



A/C./181

A/400/Add.2

A/C.6/181/Rev.l

A/C.6/194

A/C.6/196

A/C.6/197

A/506

A/508

A/519
(pp. 110, 112)
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Si"th Committee. Draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of Sta~es pre
sented by Panama. Report of the Com
mittee on the Progressive Develop
ment of International Law and its
Codification , .. 8 November 1947

Draft Declaration on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama
(Item 35 of the agenda for the second
regular session). Communication re-
ceived from India 13 November 1947

Sixth Committee. Draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States pre-
sented'by Panama. Report of the Com-
mittee on the Progressive Development
of International Law and its Codifica-
tion. Report and draft Resolution
adopted by Sub-Committee 2 18 November 1947

Sixth Committee. Interim Organ on
the Progressive Development of Inter-
national Law and its Codificau.on.
Rep.>rt and draft Resolution adopted
by Sub-Committee 2 18 November 1947

Draft Resolution submitted by the dele-
gation of France. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 18 November 1947

Sixth Committee. Draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States sub-
mitted by Panama. Report and draft
Resolution for adoption by Sub-Com-
mittee 2 (document A/C.6/181/
Rev.!). Draft Resolution submitted
by the delegation of Egypt. . . . . . . . . .. 18 November 1947

Preparation by the Secretariat of the
work of the International Law Commis-
sion. Report of the Sixth Committee .. 20 November 1947

Draft Declaratioll on the Rights and
Duties of States presented by Panama.
R~port of the Committee on the Pro-
gressive Development of International
Law and its Codification. Report of
the Sixth Committee 20 November 1947

Resolutions adopted on Reports of the
Sixth Committee. Resolutions 175 (11)
and 178 (11) 21 November 1947
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2. LIST OF VERBATIM AND SUMMARY RECORDS CONTAINING

DISCUSSIONS ON RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES

Official Records of General Committee. Summary Record
General Commit- of First Meeting... .. 13 January 1946
tee, first part of
first session, p. 2

:hts and
Panama
e second
tion re-
0000000 13 November 1947

:laration
ates pre
he Com
:lopment
Jodifica
~solution

•• 0 0 • " 18 November 1947

rgan on
)f Inter
ificauon.
adopted
o •• 0 0 •• 18 November 1947

the dele-
00 • 0 • •• 18 November 1947

claration
ates sub
nd draft
ub-Com
J.6/181/
abmitted

18 November 194i

~ of the
Commis-
mittee .. 20 November 1947

~hts and
Panama.
the Pro
mational
eport of
00 •• 0 '" 20 November 1947

ts of the
175 (II)
.0 •••••• 21 November 1947

i

A/P.V.7

A/P.V.46

A/C.l/lI8

A/C.l/124

A/P.V.55
lPp. 474-475)

A/AC.1O/SR.6

A/AC.1O/SR.22

A/AC.1O/SR.23
(pp. 1-2)

A/AC.1O/SR.25
(p. 1)

A/AC.1O/SR.29
(pp. 1-4, 11)

A/AC.1O/SR.29/
Corr.1

A/BUR/SR.35
(pp. 3-4)

A/P.V.91
(p• .B7)

A/C.6/SR.36
(p. 3)

A/C.6fSR.39
(pp. 1-3)

A/C.6/SC.5/SR.13
(Typescript, pp.
1, 2. specifically)

General Assembly. Verbatim Record
of Seventh Plenary Meeting. O' • • • • • • • 14 January 1946

General Assembly. Verbatim Record
of Forty-sixth Plenary Meeting...... 1 November 1946

First Committee. Summary Record of
the Fortieth Meeting 0 7 December 1946

Fi;st Committee. Swnmary Record of
Forty-first Meeting. .. . . .... . .. . . .. . 8 December 1946

General Assembly, first session. Text
of debates at Fifty-fifth Ple."1ary Meet-
ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 13 December 1946

Committee on the Progressive Develop-
ment of International Law and its
Codification. Summary Record of the
Sixth Meeting...................... 22 May 1947

Summary Record of t',le Twenty-second
Meeting....................... ... 13 June 1947

Sum~ary R~cord of the Twenty-third
Meetmg .. .. .. . . .. . 14 June 1947

Summary Record of the Twenty-fifth
Meeting....... 14 June 1947

Summary Record of the Twenty-ninth
Meeting 24 June 1947

Summary Record of the Twenty-ninth
Meeting-Corrigenda.............. . 2 July 1947

General Committee. Summary Record
of Thirty-Fifth Meeting 18 September 1947

General Assembly. Verbatim Record
of the Ninety-first Plenary Meeting.... 23 September 1947

Sixth Committee, second session. Sum-
mary Re!:ord of Thirty-sixth Meeting.. 24 September 1947

Sixth Committee. SUIllmary Record of
Thirty-ninth Meeting 29 September 1947

Sub-Committee Two. Summary Rec-
ord of Thirteenth Meeting , .. . 28 October 1947
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PollU
Unio

So
Unit

Pana

El Sa
Fran(

Ecua<
Egyp

ColoD

29 October 1947

30 October 1947

Summary Record of the Fourteenth
Meeting of Sub - Committee 2 (no
specific reference-composition of In
terim Body to function until Interna
tional Law Commission Members are
elected) ..•.......................
Summary Record of the Fifteenth
Meeting of Sub-Committee 2 .

A/C.6/SC.5/SR.14
(Typescript)

A/C.6/SC.5/SR.15
(Typescript, pp.
2, 4)

A/C.6/SC.5/SR.17 Summary Record of Seventeenth Meet-
(Typescript, pp. ing of Sub-Committee 2 7 November 1947
3,4) .

A/C.6/SC.5/SR.21 Summary Record of the Twenty-first
(Typescript, p. 7) Meeting of Sub-Committee 2..•..•.. 17 November 1947

A/P.V.123 General Assembly. Verbatim Reeord
(p. 141) of One hundred and twenty-third Plen-

ary Meeting 21 NoveDlber 1947
Sixth Committee. Summary Record
of the Fifty-ninth Meeting.....••.....26 NoveDlber 1947

A/C.6/SR.59
(pp. 1-6)

3. INDEX TO UNITED NATIONS DOCUMENTS ON
THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF STATES Cam

I. AGENDA DOCUMENTS

n. DISCUSSIONS

A/3; A/ll8; A/329; A/369; A/AC.1O/1; A/C.6/134.

General Assembly

Committee on the
Progressive De ve1
opment of Interna-·
tional Law and its
Codification

Plenary Meetings
General Committee

First CoDlDlittee
Sixth Committee
Sub-Committee 2

A/P.V. 7, 46, 55, 91, 123
Official Records of first

part of first session, Gen
eral Committee, p. 2;
A/BUR/SR.35

A/C.l/ll8; 124
A/CIl/SR.36, 39, 59
A/C.6/SC.5/SR.13, 14, 15,

17, 21

A/C.I0/SR.6, 22, 23, 25,29.

Czec
DeIll
Doll
Ecw
El S
Grel
Indi
Mex
Netl
Ne\l
Pan
Swe
Tur
Uni

Uni
VeD

m. DOCUMENTS SUBlIIIT'!'ED BY GOVERNMENTS

Argentina
China

Suggestion
Draft Resolution

A/AC.1O/45
A/C.6/158

GeT.

" 'r



>ctober 1947

>ctober 1947

vember 1947

vember 1947

vember 1947

Ivember 1947

Colombia

Ecuador
Egypt

El Salvador
France

Panama

Poland
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United States
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Amendment to Chinese

draft Resolution
Draft Charter
Draft Resolution
Amendment to United

States draft
Proposal
Draft Resolution

Proposal
Draft Declaration

Proposal
Draft Resolution

Proposal
Draft Resolution

A/C.6/SC.5/W.15

A/340
A/C.6/191
A/C.6/144

A/C.1/120
A/C.6/139
A/C.6/194
A/C.1/120
A/285; A/285/Corr. 1
(including A/19;
Aj19jCorr.1; Aj170)
A/C.1/120
A/C.6/141

A/C.l/120
A/C.6/137

DN

55, 91, 123
rds of fim
session, Gen
ittee, p. 2;
,35
4
39,59
R.13, 14, 15,

22, 23, 25, 29.

Camda

CzechoslovaIUa
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecua~or

El Salvador
Greece
India
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
PananIa
Sweden
Turkey
United Kingdom

United States
Venezuela

lV. GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATIONS

A/AC.103S, p. 2;
A/4:00, p. 3

A/400, p. 3
A/400, p. 4
A/400, pp. 6-8
A/390; A/400, p. 9
A/AC.I0/30, p. 2
A/400, pp. 9-12
Ai400/Add.2
A/AC.10/39/Add.2
A/400, p. 13
A/400, pp. 13-19
A/lOl
A/AC.W/39/Add.l
A/400, pp. 20-21
A/AC.1O/39, p. 4;

A/400, p. 22
A/AC.lO/39, pp. 4-5
A/400/Add.l

v. REPORTS

General Assembly
General Committee A/BUR/6; 40; A/163;

A/392
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Committee on the
Progressive Devel
opment of Interna
tional Law and its
Codification

:First Committee
Sixth Committee
Sub-Committee 2

A/228
A/506; A/50S
A/C.6/l8l and Rev. 1;

A/C.6/SC.5/W.22;
A/C.6/l94

.A/AC.lO/56;
A/AC.lO/49 and

COIT. 1; A/AC.lO/53
A/333.

E. TEXTS OF RESOL

38 (I). DRAFT DEC

The General Assembly resol

1. To request the Secretary
States of the United Nations
cemed with intemational law,
and Duties of States presente
their comments and observati

General Assembly

VI. RESOLUTIONS

A/64/Add.I, Resal. No. 38 (I); A/5l9, Resol.
Nos. 175 (Il) and 178 (Il)

2. To refer the said Dec
General Assembly during the
of intemational law, and to
Committee the comments
Governments and institutions

W. SECRETARIAT MEMORANDA

A/BUR/33; A/BUR/82; A/AC.lO/4; AIAC.lO/8; A/AC.lO/8/CoIT.l;
A/C.6/l36

3. To request this Commi
of the General Assembly;

4. To include this matter'
General Assembly.
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E. TEXTS OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

38 (I). DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES
OF STATES

The General Assembly resolves:

1. To request the Secretary-General to transmit immediately to all Member
States of the United Nations and to national and international bodies con
cerned with international law, the text of the draft Declaration on the Rights
and Duties of States presented by Panama, with the request that they submit
their comments and observations to the Secretary-General before 1 June 1947;

2. To refer the said Declaration to the Committee established by the
General Assembly during the present session to study the methods of codification
of intemational law, and to request the Secretary-General to transmit to this
Committee the comments and observations as they are received from the
Governments and institutions referred to in the preceding paragraph;

3. To request this Committee to report thereon to the second regular session
of the General Assembly;

4. To include this matter in the agenda of the second regular session of the
General Assembly.

Fifty-fifth plenary meeting
11 December 1946
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175 (H}. PREPARATION BY THE SECRETARIAT OF THE WORK.
OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION

The General Assembly,

Considering that, in accordance w:.th Article 98 of the Charter, the Secretary
General performs all such functions as are entrusted to him by the organs of the
United Nations;

Considering that, in the interval between the first and the second sessions of
the General Assembly, the Secretariat of the United Nations contributed to
the study of problems concerning the progressive development of intemational
law and its codification,

Instructs the Se'cretary-General to do the necessary preparatory work for the
beginning of the activity of the International Law Commission, particularly
with regard to the questions. referred to it by the second session of the General
Assembly, such as the draft Decl~ration on the Rights and Duties of States.

Hundred and twenty-third plenary meeting
21 November 1947

178 (H). DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES
OF STATES

The General Assembly,

Noting that very few comments and observations on the Draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama have been received
from the States Members of the United Nations,

Requests the Secretary-General to draw the attention of States to the
desirability of submitting their comments and observations without delay;

Requests the Secretary-General to undertake the necessary preparatory work
on the draft Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States according to the
terms of resolution 175(1I);

Resolves to entrust further study of this problem to the Intemational Law
Commission, the members of which in accordance with the terms of resolution
174(H) will be elected at the next session of the General Assembly,

And accordingly

Instructs the International Law COIm.'lllssion to prepare a draft Declaration
on the Rights and Duties of States, ~g as a basis of discussion the draft
Declaration on the Rights and Duties of States presented by Panama, and
taking into consideration the other documents and drafts on this subject.

Hundred and twenty-third plenary meeting
21 November 1947




